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1995 - 2009

HI SWEETIE,
HOW WAS
SCHOOL TODAY?

YOU CAN READ
ALL ABOUT IT
ON MY BLOG, DAD.
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Simnple sikeiches of Adolescent Athens
Your itinerary for the tour

A. General contexi:  pluralism,
postrnodernism, moral relativisrm, secularisrmn
consurnerisrn, fragrentation anc fragility

B. Spiritual context:  attitucle to spirituality ancd

reIUJouJ beliefs, Christianity, and the Bible

C. A Model for Reaching Generation

Athens and Contexiualization: A Mocde]

1. Tour tn

@

City

2. Find Points of Contact to th
What can | cornrmend ?
What rust | ¢ Jallénge ?
What perriers must be rerroved?
Whait bridges  offer the point of closest contact?

@

Gospel

3. Cortextualize your message

4, Leave the resulis up to God



C

Pluralisrn as rmere OlllrrllJF/

racially and etnnically diverse

/1

lifestyle dl/ebl[/

Pluralisrn ais prefererice

rnulticulturalisrr

Pluralisrn a1 relat]v]sm

Religious pluralism > inclusive indifferenc

[

Cornrend, Challenge, Ba

=
-
@
o
Qg
o
o
((m]
@
N

postrnodernisen
redmom reasor > experierice
truth, suspicion, and freecorn
tolerance as belief equality—reasonable if
truth cloes not exist or cannot be known
relativisrn & diversity guard against
oppressive metanarratives
oostrnoclernity
“now could you know? ... no right answers”

-
) '

choice -+ taboo > nfused Offlgmf”ls

metapnysics, midi-narratives &

Comrmerid, Challenge, Barrier,

clistractior)

Briclge?






“retanarrative of secular individualisrn”
freedormn -+ choice = fulfilment + hagpiness
custorn goods, custorn religion

)

“live-to-consurne,” music, media consurngtior
walrlts > work > rraterialistic secularization
ranipulation by rmearketers

selective consurnption -+ selective listening
religion: “frorn obligation to consurngtion”
New Age, low commitrnent, tyranny of self

Comrmerid, Cnallenge, Barrier, Bricdge?

cognitive compartrnentalization,
relational disconnection, identity confusion

fragrnented ... and fragile

surprisingly upbeat

and, sirnultaneously nighly stressed
diserngowered arnd unsure wno can help
vaudevillian plate spinners

Comrmerid, Challenge, Barrier, Bricdge?
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#* %
< 4% are serious spiritual seeiers
Chiristianity still majority view, but secular slide
most Gen v are theisis
most Gern Y are open to the supernaturel
most Gen v are confused over thelr beliefs
“open” but relatively disinterested
less institutional put still asking big questions

Cornmend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?

7]

“ Chiristianity has an irnage problerr)
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