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Athens and Contextualization: A ModelAthens and Contextualization: A Model

1. Tour the City1. Tour the City

2. Find Points of Contact to the Gospel 2. Find Points of Contact to the Gospel 
What can I What can I commendcommend ??

What must I What must I challengechallenge ??
What What barriers barriers must be removed?                must be removed?                

What What bridges bridges offer the point of closest contact?offer the point of closest contact?

3. Contextualize your message3. Contextualize your message

4. Leave the results up to God4. Leave the results up to God

����������������������������������������
Simple sketches of Adolescent AthensSimple sketches of Adolescent Athens

Your itinerary for the tour Your itinerary for the tour ……

A. General context:A. General context: pluralism, pluralism, 
postmodernism, moral relativism, secularism, postmodernism, moral relativism, secularism, 
consumerism, fragmentation and fragilityconsumerism, fragmentation and fragility

B. Spiritual context:B. Spiritual context: attitude to spirituality and attitude to spirituality and 
religious beliefs, Christianity, and the Biblereligious beliefs, Christianity, and the Bible

C. A Model for Reaching Generation YC. A Model for Reaching Generation Y
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�� Pluralism as mere pluralityPluralism as mere plurality

•• racially and ethnically diverseracially and ethnically diverse

•• lifestyle diversitylifestyle diversity

�� Pluralism as preferencePluralism as preference

•• multiculturalismmulticulturalism

�� Pluralism as relativismPluralism as relativism

•• cultural pluralismcultural pluralism

•• backlashbacklash

�� Religious pluralism > inclusive indifferenceReligious pluralism > inclusive indifference

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� postmodernpostmodernismism
•• tradition > reason > experiencetradition > reason > experience

•• truth, suspicion, and freedomtruth, suspicion, and freedom

•• tolerance as belief equalitytolerance as belief equality——reasonable reasonable ifif
truth does not exist or cannot be knowntruth does not exist or cannot be known

•• relativismrelativism & & diversity diversity guard against   guard against   
oppressive metanarratives         oppressive metanarratives         

�� postmodernpostmodernityity
•• ““how could you know? how could you know? …… no right answersno right answers””

•• choice + taboo > confused pragmatist choice + taboo > confused pragmatist ……
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�� metaphysics, midimetaphysics, midi--narratives & distractionnarratives & distraction

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� 2/3 believe 2/3 believe ““right & wrongright & wrong”” is just opinion is just opinion ……

““everything is relative; who am I to judge?everything is relative; who am I to judge?””

�� sexual ethics, experimentation,                     sexual ethics, experimentation,                     
and antiquated Biblical beliefsand antiquated Biblical beliefs

�� homosexuality, fornication, cohabitation, abortionhomosexuality, fornication, cohabitation, abortion

�� reinforcement: media, educators, parentsreinforcement: media, educators, parents

�� And yet And yet …… conscience, conscience, ““no harm,no harm,”” influenceinfluence

�� the world beneath, clusters, and controlthe world beneath, clusters, and control

�� adolescent idealism, absolutes, and incongruityadolescent idealism, absolutes, and incongruity

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� twotwo--pronged attackpronged attack——oppressive and archaicoppressive and archaic

�� nurtured by secularismnurtured by secularism

�� hypermodernity and relativismhypermodernity and relativism

�� autonomous self, naturalism, and pragmatismautonomous self, naturalism, and pragmatism

�� science supplanting God > secularismscience supplanting God > secularism

�� ““residual positivism and empiricismresidual positivism and empiricism””

�� ““moralistic therapeutic deismmoralistic therapeutic deism”” & seculars& seculars

�� taboo on religious discussion > nataboo on religious discussion > naïïve ve 

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� ““metanarrative of secular individualismmetanarrative of secular individualism””

�� freedom + choice = fulfilment + happinessfreedom + choice = fulfilment + happiness

�� custom goods, custom religioncustom goods, custom religion

�� ““livelive--toto--consume,consume,”” music, media consumptionmusic, media consumption

�� wants > work > materialistic secularizationwants > work > materialistic secularization

�� manipulation by marketersmanipulation by marketers

�� selective consumption + selective listeningselective consumption + selective listening

�� religion: religion: ““from obligation to consumptionfrom obligation to consumption””

�� New Age, low commitment, tyranny of selfNew Age, low commitment, tyranny of self

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� cognitive compartmentalization,                                cognitive compartmentalization,                                
relational disconnection, identity confusionrelational disconnection, identity confusion

�� fragmented fragmented …… and fragileand fragile

�� surprisingly upbeatsurprisingly upbeat

�� and, simultaneously highly stressedand, simultaneously highly stressed

�� disempowered and unsure who can helpdisempowered and unsure who can help

�� vaudevillian plate spinnersvaudevillian plate spinners

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� < 4% are serious spiritual seekers< 4% are serious spiritual seekers

�� Christianity still majority view, but secular slideChristianity still majority view, but secular slide

�� most Gen Y are theistsmost Gen Y are theists

�� most Gen Y are open to the supernaturalmost Gen Y are open to the supernatural

�� most Gen Y are confused over their beliefsmost Gen Y are confused over their beliefs

�� ““openopen”” but relatively disinterestedbut relatively disinterested

�� less institutional but still asking big questionsless institutional but still asking big questions

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� ““ Christianity has an image problemChristianity has an image problem ””

• organized religion with a political agenda
• judgmental, negative & hypocritical

• male dominated, female oppressive
• homophobic

• arrogant & exclusive
• sheltered, out of touch, & anti-intellectual
•CHRISTIAN FAITH IS IMPLAUSIBLE …

“okay for you, perhaps, just not for me”

� And yet … rationalizations, culture wars,     
Gen Y openness > Gen X … don’t be defensive

� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge
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�� popular criticism, revisionism, misuse > popular criticism, revisionism, misuse > 

largely mocked as untrustworthylargely mocked as untrustworthy

�� the Bible as a religious tool for oppressionthe Bible as a religious tool for oppression

�� discounted miracles, questionable historydiscounted miracles, questionable history

�� few read it, and most are biblically illiteratefew read it, and most are biblically illiterate

�� Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?
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�� Debunking the stereotypesDebunking the stereotypes

�� Nuancing our portraitNuancing our portrait

•• follow parental beliefsfollow parental beliefs

•• postpost--Christendom, not postChristendom, not post--XX’’nn

•• secular skepticism prevalentsecular skepticism prevalent

•• all hold all hold somesome moral absolutesmoral absolutes

•• growing pursuit of meaning/communitygrowing pursuit of meaning/community

•• unsure of beliefs, protective of autonomyunsure of beliefs, protective of autonomy

•• yetyet, questioning, and open to caring guidance , questioning, and open to caring guidance 
toward an enjoyable lifetoward an enjoyable life

�� Diversifying our approachDiversifying our approach
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Our Father who is in Heaven,

Holy is Your Name.
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done

On Earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who 
trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the Kingdom,                             
the power, and the glory

For ever and ever, 
Amen.
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