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“What if God doesn't exist? What if it's an idea made up by men? Then if 
He doesn't exist, man is the chief of the earth, of the universe. 

Magnificent! Only how is he going to be good without God? That's the 
question. I always come back to that. For whom is man going to love 
then? To whom will he be thankful? To whom will he sing the hymn?”

(Mitya, in Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov)
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Introducing Nihilism: Nietzsche’s “Madman”

Discussion on Nihilism & Existentialism

“Morality: Who are You to Say?”

Debate on Four Contemporary Ethical Issues
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*Challenges to Our Story*



Challenges to our story

-question—something you don’t get, or want to 
clarify

-challenge—something you disagree with, 
or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful right now 
in your context

+ show & tell
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Nihilism: Nietzsche’s “madman”
The madman jumped into their midst and pierced them 
with his eyes. "Whither is God?" he cried; "I will tell 
you. We have killed him - you and I. All of us are his 

murderers. . . . 

What were we doing when we unchained this earth 
from its sun? Whither is it moving now? Whither are we 

moving? Away from all suns? Are we not plunging 
continually? Backward, sideward, forward, in all 

directions? Is there still any up or down? Are we not 
straying, as through an infinite nothing? Do we not feel 
the breath of empty space? Has it not become colder? 

Is not night continually closing in on us? …
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Nihilism: Nietzsche’s “madman”

How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all 
murderers? What water is there for us to clean 

ourselves? Is not the greatness of this deed too great 
for us? Must we ourselves not become gods simply to 

appear worthy of it?

… "I have come too early," he said then; "my time is not 
yet. This tremendous event is still on its way, still 

wandering … "What after all are these churches now if 
they are not the tombs and sepulchers of God?"

�What signs are there that the madman’s time is now?
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Nihilism and existentialism
� In your own words, explain nihilism.  Also, explain 
existentialism.  What are the defining features of each, 
both in ideas/words, and behaviour?  What form do 

they take today?

� Following Sire’s framework—The Universe Next 
Door—what drove the transition from naturalism to 
nihilism to existentialism?  How does this relate to (a) 
rationality; (b) morality; (c) existential concerns such as 

purpose and hope in life.

� Existentialism posits that life is irrational and 
meaningless, thus we create meaning by our choices—

i.e., a leap of faith from meaningless nature to a 
meaningful and happy life.  What are the problems in 
this venture?  And how is this similar or different to the 

Christian’s “leap of faith”?
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Nihilism and existentialism

�What are the key charges the nihilist and the 
existentialist would bring against Christianity?  

And how would you respond?

�What key arguments may help expose the 
problems with nihilism and existentialism?

� Consider the following thoughts sent to me 
by a young university student and former 

Christian struggling to come to grips with the 
suffering, evil, and meaningless of the world.  

How would you respond?
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Moral relativismMoral relativism

� In your own words, what is moral relativism?

�What forms does it take in our culture 
today—both in actions and words?

☼ After watching 2 video clips—Katie Perry’s    
“I Kissed a Girl” and Nickelback’s “If Everyone 
Cared”—discuss how these two approaches to 

morality can thrive simultaneously. 

� How does moral relativism alter a person’s 
understanding of and receptivity to the gospel?
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� 2/3 believe “right & wrong” is just opinion …

“everything is relative; who am I to judge?”

� sexual ethics, experimentation, and antiquated 
Biblical beliefs

� homosexuality, fornication, cohabitation, abortion

� reinforcement: media, educators, parents

� And yet … conscience, “no harm,” influence
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ETHICAL DEBATEETHICAL DEBATE

☼ Abortion // Sexuality—LGBT // Legal Drugs // 
Freedom of Speech, Pluralism & Tolerance 

(1)Choose a topic, read the scenario

(2)Split the group, ½ Biblical, ½ secular

(3)Prepare the what & why of your arguments 
(20 mins)

(4)Civilly debate the issue (20 mins)                 
then debrief (5 mins)
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