said, "Let there be light,"” ahd. there was light. God saw that
as good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God

1the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there
evening, and there was morning—the first day.  (Genesis 1:1-4)
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Whallenges t6 our story

't or wa nt to

| -challenge—qpmgthmg you dlsééree with,

-0r want to nuance

-----~-1mp‘trtatlon— so what" for your
apologetic approach

pimiigaae = - 10

:-:} -apphcatron—somethlrfg useful nght now
4 r in your context




SEUolublon |d £ cr —)vpur;‘r
B meant by the terms™
and intelligent design?

toplc generate such heat from
« all sides?

has spent conSIderable time researching

_.a;’oth sides-of this debate"D Why?

Afithin: Christianity are a range of positions on
a continuum. With which position do you most:
| _—_i"--osely identify: theistic evolutromsm

Ji(¢) «Fesswe'__d earth creationism; or young

i " “earth creationism?

V ')ny do" vou hold the position you do? And if
you don’t take a position, why?




SR

sevolution. id J' cr JvL,uff

s—r Y ssues assoc1ated Wltlj,these
B 1scuss10ns?

AN hat‘a're the mam strengths gnd weaknesses of

“weach posmon?

A
Y __,at dlfferent presupposmons it behmd each !

Issue?




course consolidation

& Withwhich apologetic approach—classical(logical);
evidential (empirical), reformed{(presuppositional); or;
fideism (experiential)—doyouimostidentify?

«» Which apologetic approach would you like to;
developiin, to buttress or complement what you already

doynaturally?.
» What topic most: interested you in the course?.

o What topic, 1ssue, or- belief:systemwould you like to
explore further?




course consolidation

<V What author or book s next on your. “to read list*
after: this course 1s over, to help/\yyou continue growing
as'a Christian apologist?

«» Knowledgeis not:simply for knowledge's sake—
rather, knowledge 1s te'serve as a teol 1n reaching nonr-
Christian friendsiand family with the truth, go00dness,
and beauty ofi Christ. In thisregard, whoiis at the top) of
your prayer list; and'what next stepwill you take to
reach them?
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course conclusion

E S

NPersonallsm THe centrality,of testlmony
e Yy and witness

°ﬁ¢anner

QApologetlcs as humble: £ ps;c&mologﬁ:ally,
; rhetorlcally and splrltually humble




course cgoenclusion

e Abéve all, LOVE

"Love is "f""”: st powerful apologetlc It is the
essentral component in reaching the whole

. ‘person in a fragménted
(Ravi Za charl A5])

=
= ‘tfor how we see only a reflectmn ds in'a mirror;
i"f jeniwe shall see face'to face. Now'I'know in part;
then'lishall know fully, evenras | am fully known.
‘*A\nd now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
. /' But the greatest of these is love.”
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iIngredients for

i@ood apologetics
#1 Humility

¢ fiite & fallen
-#Cor. 2:1-5; 8:1

\ -e"pistemologically, rhetorically, and

spiritually humble

P-protective, comparative, & imperative
- claims




iIngredients for
i@ood apologetics

#2 Acuity

-“An%this is my prayer: that your love may
ound more and more in knowledge and
€epth of insight” (Philippians 1:9)

_-The privatization of religion and the refusal to
offer a sound apologetic countering
alternative truth claims have produced

#"*fuzzyminded and listless Christians, who

M care very little about what is to be believed.
... It1s a degenerate offspring of authentic
Christianity” (Avery Dulles).




iIngredients for

¥§ood apologetics
#3 Love

-insular, attacking, or embracing

=Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 22:37-40; 28:18-20;
¢ Col.1:28

—-~ How does apologetics contribute to us
loving God, loving others, making

B mature disciples, and effectively

P cultivating the earth?

@7 -apoem and a prayer




the apologist's evening prayer
i% “From all my lame defeats and oh! much more
From all the victories that | seemed to score;
From cleverness shot forth on Thy behalf
_ At which, while angels weep, the audience laugh;
ﬂb‘" From all my proofs of Thy divinity,
Thou, who wouldst give me no sign, deliver me.

Thoughts are but coins. Let me not trust, instead

Of Thee, their thin-worn image of Thy head.

p.From all my thoughts, even from my thoughts of Thee,
pr O thou fair Silence, fall, and set me free.
Lord of the narrow gate and the needle’s eye,

Take from me all my trumpery lest | die.”




