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Behavioural Challenges to Christianity 1:

Behaviourism and Freudianism

“‘Are all thoughts thus tainted at the source, or only some? 

Does the taint invalidate the tainted thought in the sense of 
making it untrue—or not?’

If all thoughts are thus tainted, then the Freudian and the 
Marxian are in the same boat with all the rest of us. . . . They have 
sawn off the branch they are sitting on. [But] if they say that the 
taint need not invalidate their thinking, then neither need it 

invalidate ours. In which case, they have saved their own branch, 
but also saved ours along with it.” (C. S. Lewis, “Bulverism”)
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Psychology and Christianity

�How would you characterize the relationship between 
psychology and Christianity?

�Is there such a thing as Christian Psychology? 

�Are there any core commonalities?  Are there are 
essential discrepancies between Psychology and 

Christianity?

�Why are many of the most influential psychologists 
(Sigmund Freud, Carl Rogers, Eric Fromm, Jung, etc.) and 

their theories set against a Biblical worldview?  

�Concerning popular psychology today and its solution to 
the human dilemma, does it move people toward or away 

from God?  Why, or why not?
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Psychology according to Gary Larson



Responding to challengers

☼ Ludwig Feuerbach:

Religion as a projection

☼ Sigmund Freud: 

Religion as wish fulfilment

☼ B. F. Skinner and Behaviourism:

Belief as psychologically conditioned

☼ Richard Dawkins: 

Religion as a brain virus/meme
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Irony: a useful tool
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*Challenges to Our Story*



Challenges to our story

-question—something you don’t get, or want to 
clarify

-challenge—something you disagree with, 
or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful right now 
in your context

+ show and tell
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Workshop: Structuring an 
apologetics talk

Keller, “Deconstructing Defeater Beliefs” … plausibility 
structures and the need for a sandwich approach …

1. The attractive gospel -
Brief gospel connected                                          
to baseline narratives

2. Why Christianity can be true -
Dismantling doubts and defeaters

3. The Biblical story of the gospel -
A more thorough telling
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Workshop: Structuring an 
apologetics talk

Ricky Gervais, Invention of Lying

Your Turn!
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“You must show that a man is wrong before 

you start explaining why he is wrong.  The 

modern method is to assume without 

discussion that he is wrong, and then distract 

his attention from the real issue by busily 

explaining how he became so silly.”

—C. S. Lewis

“You must show that a man is wrong before 

you start explaining why he is wrong.  The 

modern method is to assume without 

discussion that he is wrong, and then distract 

his attention from the real issue by busily 

explaining how he became so silly.”

—C. S. Lewis



Turning our ‘soul’ to God
PSYCHOLOGY:PSYCHOLOGY:

ΨυχήΨυχή ((psukhpsukhēē) = "breath", "spirit", or "soul"; and ) = "breath", "spirit", or "soul"; and 

λογοςλογος (logos) = "study of" or "research(logos) = "study of" or "research““

GodGod--LogosLogos--PsukhPsukhēē……

FatherFather--SonSon--HolySpiritHolySpirit



Turning our ‘soul’ to God
Psalm 103

1 Praise the LORD, my soul; 
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

2 Praise the LORD, my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits —
3 who forgives all your sins 
and heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from the pit 
and crowns you with love and compassion,

5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
so that your youth is renewed like the 

eagle ’s.
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Turning our ‘soul’ to God
6 The LORD works righteousness 
and justice for all the oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, 
his deeds to the people of Israel: 

8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 

9 He will not always accuse, 
nor will he harbour his anger forever; 

10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve 
or repay us according to our iniquities.
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Turning our ‘soul’ to God
11 For as high as the heavens are above the 

earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our transgressions 

from us.
13 As a father has compassion on his 

children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who 

fear him; 
14 for he knows how we are formed, 

he remembers that we are dust. 
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Turning our ‘soul’ to God
15 As for mortals, their days are like grass, 

they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, 

and its place remembers it no more. 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting 

the LORD ’s love is with those who fear him, 
and his righteousness with their children ’s 

children —
18 with those who keep his covenant 

and remember to obey his precepts.
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Turning our ‘soul’ to God
19 The LORD has established his throne in 

heaven, 
and his kingdom rules over all. 

20 Praise the LORD, you his angels, 
you mighty ones who do his bidding, 

who obey his word. 
21 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, 

you his servants who do his will. 
22 Praise the LORD, all his works 

everywhere in his dominion. 
Praise the LORD, my soul.
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It is well with my soul



-question—something you don’t get, or 
want to clarify

-challenge—something you 
disagree with, or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful 
right now in your context

Show & Tell?
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