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See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 

according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not 
according to Christ. (Colossians 2:8)

We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 

captive to obey Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5)

“As Christians we are tempted to make unnecessary 
concessions to those outside the faith.  We give in too 
much.  We must show our Christian colours if we are to 
be true to Jesus Christ.  We cannot remain silent and 
concede everything away.” (C.S. Lewis, God in the Dock)



Lecture overview

“Idiot’s Guide to Forming           
Believable Beliefs” – Epistemology 101

Challenges to Our Story/Discussion

Fundamentals of Faith - Worldviews





��The average person tells _____ lies in ten minutes of The average person tells _____ lies in ten minutes of 
conversation.conversation.
��___% of people are more likely to lie over email th an ___% of people are more likely to lie over email th an 
any other form of communication.any other form of communication.
��___% of web___% of web --daters admit to online deception.daters admit to online deception.
��By the age of __, children can lie as successfully as By the age of __, children can lie as successfully as 
adults.adults.
��___% of adults say it is okay to lie to avoid hurti ng ___% of adults say it is okay to lie to avoid hurti ng 
someonesomeone ’’s feelings.s feelings.
��___% of women lie about their weight on drivers___% of women lie about their weight on drivers ’’
licenses.licenses.







The truth is out there . . .The truth is out there . . .



The truth is out there . . . 

But IBut I ’’m lost in a haze.m lost in a haze.

1.1. Finite Finite …… I canI can ’’ t see it all.t see it all.
2.2. Fallen Fallen …… I wrongly interpret I wrongly interpret 

what I think I see.what I think I see.
3.3. All knowledge requires trust.All knowledge requires trust.





“Your beliefs are true for you, but not for me.”

“We can’t really know the truth anyway, so why search?”

“Who cares? I just want to get on with the here and now.”

“It’s intolerant to say you’re right and I’m wrong.”

TRUE BELIEFS stand up to SCRUTINY, but
WITHOUT SCRUTINY, how do you KNOW

YOUR BELIEFS are TRUE??

“There are many paths to God – Jesus is just one.”



FAMILY
FRIENDS/
LIFE INFLUENCERS

MEDIA/
POPULARITY

COMFORT
TRUTH?





1. Consistency
(logical, makes sense internally)

2. Completeness
(explanatory power for facts @ hand)

3. Correspondence
(connects with reality, public & private)

ADDED BONUS: Liveability
(personal confirmation via experience)



GOOD ANSWERS

Consistent

Complete

Corresponds

Livable







Talk debrief
� In what ways were different apologetic 

approaches used in this talk?

� Share your thoughts in response to this 
approach—what worked, or didn’t work?

� Is it reasonable to assume that because 
there are many versions of ultimate beliefs that 
there is no ultimate truth?  What are the limits of 
the “key ingredients to cook believable beliefs”?

� How has your experience (liveability) of God 
through Christ either brought you to confirm or 

question your beliefs?



*Challenges to Our Story*



I Cannot Tell (v1)
I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship,
Should set His love upon the sons of men,
Or why, as Shepherd, He should seek the 

wand'rers,
To bring them back, they know not how or 

when.
But this I know, that He was born of Mary,

When Bethl'hem's manger was His only home,
And that He lived at Nazareth and labored,

And so the Savior, Savior of the world, is come.

I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship,
Should set His love upon the sons of men,
Or why, as Shepherd, He should seek the 

wand'rers,
To bring them back, they know not how or 

when.
But this I know, that He was born of Mary,

When Bethl'hem's manger was His only home,
And that He lived at Nazareth and labored,

And so the Savior, Savior of the world, is come.



I Cannot Tell (v2)
I cannot tell how silently He suffered,

As with His peace He graced this place of tears,

Or how His heart upon the Cross was broken,

The crown of pain to three and thirty years.

But this I know, He heals the broken-hearted,

And stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,

And lifts the burden from the heavy laden,

For yet the Savior, Savior of the world, is here.

I cannot tell how silently He suffered,

As with His peace He graced this place of tears,

Or how His heart upon the Cross was broken,

The crown of pain to three and thirty years.

But this I know, He heals the broken-hearted,

And stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,

And lifts the burden from the heavy laden,

For yet the Savior, Savior of the world, is here.



I Cannot Tell (v3)
I cannot tell how He will win the nations,

How He will claim His earthly heritage,

How satisfy the needs and aspirations

Of east and west, of sinner and of sage.

But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory,

And He shall reap the harvest He has sown,

And some glad day His sun shall shine in 
splendor

When He the Savior, Savior of the world, is 
known.

I cannot tell how He will win the nations,

How He will claim His earthly heritage,

How satisfy the needs and aspirations

Of east and west, of sinner and of sage.

But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory,

And He shall reap the harvest He has sown,

And some glad day His sun shall shine in 
splendor

When He the Savior, Savior of the world, is 
known.



I Cannot Tell (v4)
I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,

When, at His bidding, every storm is stilled,

Or who can say how great the jubilation

When all the hearts of men with love are filled.

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture,

And myriad, myriad human voices sing,

And earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will 
answer:

At last the Savior, Savior of the world, is King.

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,

When, at His bidding, every storm is stilled,

Or who can say how great the jubilation

When all the hearts of men with love are filled.

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture,

And myriad, myriad human voices sing,

And earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will 
answer:

At last the Savior, Savior of the world, is King.



Discussion break
-question—something you don’t get, or 

want to clarify

-challenge—something you 
disagree with, or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful 
right now in your context



Worldview definitions

Watch 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Txez9sJUtaE

What is a WORLDVIEW?



�How does “sight” relate to “perception”?

Worldview definitions …
the lens behind our lens



Worldview DIFFERENCES

Class Activity 3.3:

How many worldview differences                          
can you spot?

What presuppositions cause the tension?



Worldview definitions
“A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental 

orientation of the heart , that can be expressed as a 
story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions 

which may be true, partially true or entirely false) which 
we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or 
inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality , 
and that provides the foundation on which we live and 

move and have our being .”
(James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door, 4th ed., p. 17.)

�What is meant by each component of the definition?

� “If we want clarity about our own worldview . . . we 
must reflect and profoundly consider how we actually 
behave” (p. 19).  Why is that?  Why so inconsistent?



Worldview questions
A worldview is like a jigsaw box helping us see how the 

pieces that make up our lives best fit together. 
Worldview questions frame our story:

ORIGIN:Where did we come from?

IDENTITY:Who are we?

MEANING:Why are we here?

MORALITY: How should we live?

DESTINY:Where are we going?

TENSION:What is our problem?

RESOLUTION: How do we fix it?



Worldview questions
� Sire uses a similar set of 7 key questions.  What 
answers do we believe God has given us through 
Biblical Revelation to make sense of our existence?

(1) What is prime reality—the really real?

(2) What is the nature of external reality, that is, the 
world around us?

(3) What is a human being?

(4) What happens to a person  at death?

(5) Why is it possible to know anything at all?

(6) How do we know what is right and wrong?

(7) What is the meaning of human history?



Worldview questions

�Why does it matter what worldview we hold?

“If nature does not wish that weaker individuals should mate 
with stronger, she wishes even less that a superior race (like the 
Germanic race) should intermingle with an inferior (like the 
Jewish race).  Why?  Because, in such a case her efforts, 

throughout hundreds and thousands of years, to establish an 
evolutionary higher stage of being, may be rendered futile.”

(Hitler, Mein Kampf)

� Steve Turner in his poem “Creed” caricatures 
common creeds espoused in universities today.  How 

well does this represent Australian culture as a whole?



Worldview components
www.summit.org // David Noebel, “Understanding the Times”

1. THEOLOGY: Is there a God?  What is God like?

2. PHILOSOPHY: What is real, and how do we know?

3. BIOLOGY: What is the origin of life?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What is human nature?

5. ETHICS: What is morally right and wrong?

6. SOCIOLOGY: how should society be structured?

7. LAW: What is the basis for law?

8. POLITICS: What is the purpose of Government?

9. ECONOMICS: What produces a sound economy?

10. HISTORY: How should we interpret human events?

� “What’s happening in the world today is no more, and no less, than the
clash of worldviews.” Agree or disagree?  How have you seen this clash?

Christianity; Islam; Marxism; Cosmic Humanism;                  
Secular Humanism; Postmodernism.



Worldview progressions
Christian Theism (A universe charged with the grandeur of God)

> Deism (The clockwork universe)

> Naturalism (The silence of finite space)

> Nihilism (Zero point)

> Existentialism (Beyond nihilism)

> Postmodernism (The vanished horizon)

> Eastern Pantheistic Monism (Journey East)

> The New Age (A separate universe)

� If one worldview has progressed to the next in 
response to a critical flaw or inadequacy, why should 
we turn back the clock and revisit Christian theism?



PhilosophyPhilosophy

Higher ArtsHigher Arts

Mass CultureMass Culture

Popular CultuPopular Culturere

Worldview progressions
� How do complex academic ideas like postmodern  

deconstructionism filter down to popular culture?



Spot the 
worldview & 
name the
a priori

““The universe is all there The universe is all there 
is and ever will be.is and ever will be.””

(Carl Sagan)  (Carl Sagan)  

““Millions of people in developing Millions of people in developing 
countries are orphans, having lost countries are orphans, having lost 
their parents to AIDS because of the their parents to AIDS because of the 
former Popeformer Pope’’s antis anti--condom dogma.condom dogma.””
(Gay Activist (Gay Activist –– Newspaper Article)Newspaper Article)



1.1. ConsistencyConsistency
(logical, makes sense internally)

2.2. CompletenessCompleteness
(explanatory power for facts @ hand)

3. Correspondence3. Correspondence
(connects with public & private reality)

ADDED BONUSADDED BONUS: Liveability: Liveability
(personal confirmation via experience)

Worldview analysis

�How may one wisely choose between competing worldviews?  

� If we can’t prove any one system beyond a reasonable doubt           
(let alone a shadow of a doubt), then is our choice arbitrary?



Movie worldview analysis
�� Watch through the clip from                                  Watch through the clip from                                  

The Truman ShowThe Truman Show, and using the categories         , and using the categories         
below, contrast the worldview implicit in the movie below, contrast the worldview implicit in the movie 

with the Biblical worldview.with the Biblical worldview.

THEOLOGY: Is there a God?  What is God like?

PHILOSOPHY:What is real, and how do we know?

PSYCHOLOGY:What is human nature?

ETHICS:What is morally right and wrong?

SOCIOLOGY: how should society be structured?

HISTORY: How should we interpret human events?



-question—something you don’t get, or 
want to clarify

-challenge—something you 
disagree with, or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful 
right now in your context



““Each generation has to decide ……

if Christ is superior to Nietzsche; if God is if Christ is superior to Nietzsche; if God is 

smarter than Plato; if freedom is better smarter than Plato; if freedom is better 

than totalitarianism; if private property is than totalitarianism; if private property is 

superior to socialism; if creationism is superior to socialism; if creationism is 

superior to evolution; if purpose and superior to evolution; if purpose and 

design are superior to chance; if truth is design are superior to chance; if truth is 

better than falsehood; if beauty is better better than falsehood; if beauty is better 

than ugliness; if love is better than hate; than ugliness; if love is better than hate; 

if good is better than evil; if right is better if good is better than evil; if right is better 

than wrong; if heaven is better than hell; than wrong; if heaven is better than hell; 

if moral absolutes are better than moral if moral absolutes are better than moral 

relativism; if adoption is better than relativism; if adoption is better than 

abortion; if selfabortion; if self--control is better than control is better than 

licentiousness; if individual responsibility licentiousness; if individual responsibility 

is better than victimization; if patriotism is better than victimization; if patriotism 

is better than globalism.is better than globalism.”” <David Noebel><David Noebel>


