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Leunig’s Sinky Boat

God bless this tiny little boat

And me who travels in it.

It stays afloat for years and years

And sinks within a minute.

And so the soul in which we sail,

Unknown by years of thinking,

Is deeply felt and understood

The minute that it's sinking. 
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“The LORD reigns for ever and ever”

(Exodus 15:18)

“For I know the plans I have for you," 

declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

“God does as he pleases with the powers of 

heaven and the peoples of the earth.         

No one can hold back his hand or say to him: 

‘What have you done?’” (Daniel 4:35)
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With this dream, given by that God, you’d 

expect Joseph to immediately be …

(a)Promoted to governor of the region; 

(b)Awarded a camel and a fine middle-

eastern bride; 

(c)Praised for the chosen man of God that 

he was; or 

(d)Discarded into a pit and left for dead? 
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An open ear to the Director’s Dreams, 

but then …
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“Why, God?”

Not a linear story

How would my life and my attitude    

look different if I truly believed that          

God’s got it under control?
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“I remain confident of this: I 

will see the goodness of the 

LORD in the land of the 
living. Wait for the LORD; be 

strong and take heart and 

wait for the LORD.”
(Psalm 27:13-14)
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#2. There are always two stories

God is the central actor

“In all things God works together with those 

who love him to bring about what is good”

(Romans 8:28)
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Designed for Good

Damaged by Evil

Restored for Better

Sent Together to Heal

God Sets It Right
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#2. There are always two stories

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it 

for good to accomplish what is now being done, 

the saving of many lives.”

(Genesis 50:20)

God is in the habit of choosing the few to bless 

the many—a blessing that only comes through 

sacrifice.
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“Then Joseph remembered the dreams …”

“I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into 

Egypt!   And now, do not be distressed and do not 

be angry with yourselves for selling me here, 
because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead 

of you. . . . So then, it was not you who sent me 

here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord 
of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.”

(Genesis 45:4-8)
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“My life must be Christ’s broken bread,

My love His outpoured wine,

A cup overfilled, a table spread

Beneath His name and sign.

That other souls, refreshed and fed,

May share His life through mine.”
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Class Activity 7.1 (p6)

In pairs, share one confusion or 

disappointment you presently have, 

trying to understand your story 

within the sovereignty of God. Then, 

bring your confusions to the 

sovereign God, and commit again to 

play your part in His great story. Pray 

for one another, that God’s presence 

to sustain and guide would be near.

2.5 To Discuss (p7)

�What parallels, if any, do you see 

between Joseph’s story (i.e., the 

trajectory of his life) and your own? What 

lessons might God be teaching you right 

now as you sustain your dreams under His 

sovereignty? 

�How do you practice faithful lament in 

the midst of suffering? That is, how do 

you cry, complain and petition God over 

disappointment in your life, while holding 

with confidence God’s promises, vowing 

to praise Him?                                                  

Use an example to flesh this out.

Praxis: A-Z Theology (p8)

#1. What’s going on?

#2. Why is this going on?

#3. Two reflective questions

#4. What ought to be going on? + 
How might we respond?

#5. Pray

Weekly Praxis � Draw Names

� Choose a topic from Banks and 

Stephens “Complete Book of Everyday 

Christianity” pdf (book @ 248.03 BAN)



Praxis: Disciplines (p9)

#1. Explain/Demo the Practice

#2. Tips for Trying It Out

#3. Group Exercise

#4. Cultivating Fruit of the Spirit

Weekly Praxis � Draw Names

� Choose a spiritual discipline or 

everyday practice to share

Group Time (p10)

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings

#2. Debrief:

Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task

#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on 

Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline

#5. Case Study using a Model of 

Theological Reflection (pp18-19)

Theological Reflection (11ff)

Impressions & 
Confessions (p4)
Impressions & 

Confessions (p4)
Watch the following 3 minute life-story:

�What ‘tags’ would you use for the clip … and which themes if any 

connect with your life?

�What spiritual autobiography was most powerful in your own Christian 

walk? Why?

�What major themes (plotline) seem to emerge from your life 

story/spiritual autobiography?
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�How do the “seven realities of experiencing God” (p14) and 

the diagram below relate to (a) a key Biblical character’s 

experience; (b) your own experience (share a story) 

Class Activity 7.6 (pp13f.)
Experiencing God

Come up with (a) a set 

of symbols and (b) a 

metaphor (e.g. tree, 

stream, mountain …

to map your spiritual 

journey on A3 from 

birth to now.

Share this with 

another, and see what 

themes emerge in 

your story

Class Activity 7.7 (pp15f.)
Mapping My Life

Watch the following clip by Donald Miller:

�Thinking in story terms (setting � conflict � climax � resolution), 
prayerfully and wisely map out two roles where you might take some 

initiative to craft a story to God’s glory, worth telling others:                

objective � inciting incident �

anticipated conflict � celebratory scenes
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Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
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Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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1. Check out Journal work & 

forums, + start keeping tabs on time

2. Pre-Reading

Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare A-C

theology of everyday life

4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare 

spiritual discipline/practice to share

Preparation for Next Module


