
#8. Theology of TIME

Forming an Everyday Theology of 

Time

Weekly Praxis

Higher Time: Living the Rhythms of 

the Church Calendar

Smelling the Roses even 
while Suffering ...

Dear God,

These circumstances will change.

This situation shall pass.

Amen.

Dear God,

These circumstances will change.

This situation shall pass.

Amen.

Smelling the Roses even 
while Suffering ...

“Life must be understood backwards …
[but] lived forwards.”

–Søren Kierkegaard 

“Life must be understood backwards …
[but] lived forwards.”

–Søren Kierkegaard 

The Value of Time

How is your spending?

Where’d the Time Go? (p5)
We’ve seen how many of our everyday activities 

fly under the theological radar. 

But what about time? 

“Teach us to realise the brevity of life, so that 
we may grow in wisdom. ” (Psalm 90:12)

Where’d the Time Go? (p5)

� How have you gone about 

evaluating your time-use across this 

course?

Class Activity 8.1 (pp5-6)
In groups of 3-4, work through the “five 

movement” model of theological 

reflection (below) to explain, understand, 

and change your use of time.



Praxis: A-Z Theology (p9)

#1. What’s going on?

#2. Why is this going on?

#3. Two reflective questions

#4. What ought to be going on? + 
How might we respond?

#5. Pray

Weekly Praxis � Draw Names

� Choose a topic from Banks and 

Stephens “Complete Book of Everyday 

Christianity” pdf (book @ 248.03 BAN)

Praxis: Disciplines (p10)

#1. Explain/Demo the Practice

#2. Tips for Trying It Out

#3. Group Exercise

#4. Cultivating Fruit of the Spirit

Weekly Praxis � Draw Names

� Choose a spiritual discipline or 

everyday practice to share

Group Time (p11)

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings

#2. Debrief:

Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task

#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on 

Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline

#5. Case Study using a Model of 

Theological Reflection (pp12-13)

Theological Reflection (12f)

�How “secular” are we? 
Do Christians “live as if 
God doesn’t exist?” …

Why, or why not?

�How does “secular”
relate to time? And how 
did we reduce our focus 

from the eternal 
(transcendent) to the 
temporal (immanent) 

frame?
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4.1 No Time for the 
Eternal God? (p14):
4.1 No Time for the 
Eternal God? (p14):

�What are some of these kairotic

knots for the community of God—

moments of higher time to which 

we are all connected? How do we 

remember these moments, tying 

ourselves into the story?  

�Share a time you felt intimately 

connected to God and how He has 

acted among His community in 

history. Describe what it was in 

the “ritual” or activity that helped 

you feel connected.

4.2 Higher Time (pp15-16)
�What daily, weekly, and seasonal rhythms do you have? 

How do, or don’t, they connect you in to the great cloud of 

witnesses across history and our eternal God? In what sense 

are these rhythms a witness to a “secular” world living in 

flattened, ordinary (clock) time?

4.2 Higher Time (pp15-16)

Choose a season, and 

outline the dates and 

events therein. How 

does it look back and 

forward? What are the 

major themes? How 

was it celebrated? And 

how might you 

creatively practice this 

season, to 

imaginatively inhabit 

the story of God?

Class Activity 8.5 (pp18-19)
Living the Christian Year



DoxologyDoxology

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1. Check out Journal work & 

forums, + start keeping tabs on time

2. Pre-Reading

Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare S-U

theology of everyday life

4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare 

spiritual discipline/practice to share

Preparation for Next Module


