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Welcome to SIGN …
Over the next three weeks you and your group will be working through these materials, and I’m sure you 
have lots of questions.  But humour me by starting with a quick activity.

Let’s draw some mental pictures.  If I said, “carpenter,” what picture comes to mind?  Is it a guy or a girl?  
Strong or weak?  What does he look like?  How does she relate?  Any other impressions?  

Try it again with a few more identities.  

   An athlete.       A  movie-star.        A  professor.  

One more:    an evangelist.  

 … What do you see?  What do you hear?  What’s your gut-level emotional response?

     (And don’t just read this … take a couple of minutes to genuinely share your mental picture.)

Now I don’t know what you’re picturing, but here’s where the problem with evangelism starts.  That’s 
because the mental picture doesn’t look like me.  (By me, I mean you!)  

     I’m not that confident.  

        I don’t have a silver-tongue.  

              I don’t own a soap-box.  

Over time we’ve associated all kinds of images with “evangelism,” and most aren’t flattering … 
megaphones and gammy tracts, abrasive and awkward conversation, sandwich boards and salesman-
like promises of Heaven.  And it only gets worse when we marry these kinds of tactics with our kind 
of culture.  Each day you meet all kinds of people holding all kinds of beliefs—agnostics, atheists, New 
Agers, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, and so on.  Our multicultural society is lubricated by a kind of 
confused “tolerance” where every belief and every moral action is okay, so long as you don’t try and 
push your views or claim to have “the truth.”  Religious talk is taboo, and the whole idea of “conversion” 
seems coercive.  

 No wonder “evangelism” isn’t popular.  No wonder so few Christians share about Christ.
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Putting it bluntly, the average Australian is post-Christian in attitude (“heard it before, got the t-shirt, not 
interested thanks”), but pre-Christian in understanding (“Isn’t Christianity just about being good enough 
to escape Hell and get a ticket to Heaven?”).

Now, I’m hoping that you have connected with Christ, that you’ve tasted and seen that God is good 
(Psalm 34:8; John 10:10).  And as with anything you love—whether your kids, your girl or boyfriend, a 
Ford Ute, football team, or favourite band—you share about it.  Deep down you really want to point 
others to Jesus.  

But how?  

When your good gift is dismissed as bad news, or indifferently shrugged off, what then?  

When Jesus gave us the great commission, to “go into all the world and make disciples” (Matthew 
28:18-20), was he expecting me—a softly spoken introvert, or a no-nonsense, tongue-tied tradie—to 
shout on the street corner?  When God chose us as his “special possession to declare the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9), was He wanting us to be a 
“peculiar people” because we share in a way that confuses the average outsider?  And when the apostle 
Paul directed us to “spread abroad the fragrance and knowledge of Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:14-17), did 
he mean we would be an aroma of death to those who are perishing because our evangelistic strategies 
stink?

If you’re like me, then you struggle to identify with the typical images associated with evangelism.  
Worse, your gut twists in knots even imagining the prospect—I’m afraid of being inadequate, not 
knowing what to say; I’m afraid of turning my friends and family off, being rejected and losing their trust; 
and I’m afraid of appearing hypocritical if I speak up and my life doesn’t match the message.

Now, following Jesus will be costly, so we should expect persecution (Matthew 5:10-12).  If Jesus is 
truly our Lord, then we’ve died to ourselves and live for Him, to make Christ known—we shouldn’t be 
ashamed of God’s good news, for it alone has the power to save (Mark 8:34-38; Acts 4:12; Romans 1:16).  
And even though we have good news to share, we shouldn’t be surprised that our message offends 
those who reject God’s grace (Romans 9:33; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31).

Even so, I think we’ve added to the “offence of the Gospel” with offensive approaches to evangelism.  
The images of evangelism we hold are tired and often ineffective.  We need new words to describe the 
old story.  We need new images to excite our imagination.  

We need new SIGNS

Like blowing out candles on a birthday cake, passing on the Olympic torch, waving a national flag, or 
even slipping a gold ring on your fiancé’s finger, Signs act as physical symbols that point to something 
more, something deeper, and something truer.  

And at the heart of our identity in Jesus is the call to be a Sign, pointing all people to Christ and His 
Kingdom … the aroma of beauty and happiness, the touch of real relationships and love, and the taste of 
freedom—peace, justice, and life to the full.  

At its core, then, SIGN is a three week interactive course that equips you to share The Big Story of 
Christianity, and develop an intentional plan for pointing people to Jesus.  

What does it take to be a Sign of God’s Kingdom, a poignant parable, and a powerful aroma that points 
people to Jesus?  
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In the four Sunday talks, you’ll encounter new SIGNS which embody our mission as disciples of Jesus 
sent to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom: a beggar, a story-teller, a lifeguard, and a cook.  

In these three group sessions, you’ll discover how to Sign Post the way to Jesus, to fine-tune your Sign 
Language for clear communication, and how to be an intentional Sign Writer.1

Lastly, intermingled with the three sessions are 15 devotions—five per week, over the three studies—to 
engage the Bible and catch God’s heart for calling the lost to come back home.

As we journey together across this series, I pray that the discussion will flow freely—that you’ll be 
honest about the good, bad, and ugly of being a witness for Christ in a world like ours.  I pray that you’ll 
be captured by God’s grace and find a new enthusiasm to authentically share with others the way 
to freedom.  And most of all, I pray that you may increasingly discover the incomparable challenge, 
excitement, and passion that comes with joining God’s mission as agents of reconciliation, all for His 
glory (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).    

 Your brother in Christ and fellow labourer in the Kingdom,

  Dave Benson

“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 

When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Then He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.’”

(Matthew 9:35-38)

 1. The sessions cover a lot of ground, so sharing in pairs in discussion times will work best.  Also, this manual marks 
out where you could split each session into two if you want to flow more freely.  Just recap what you covered in the first half 
before starting up again the following week.  



 SIGN // pointing people to Jesus      6

SYMBOLS KEY

Navigating Y our Way through E ach S ession
Video … Each session has one video clip, divided into multiple chapters.  After each video 
segment (chapter), a timer will guide you through activities before the next clip.  In this manual 
you will find a mid-session break point  if you want to run the course over six weeks.

 Setting the Scene … Each session begins with a key story which frames all the activities.  The 
full version of the story is in the Session Notes, after the initial group notes for each week.

Take it to God … Prayer is crucial if we are to be an effective Sign pointing people to Jesus.  
Press into God with a particular prayer focus each session, as instructed.

Truth Time  … This activity is more for personal reflection, and may or may not be discussed 
in the whole group, depending on the facilitator’s preference.  These questions act as a mirror, 
encouraging you to honestly face how well your heart and life is geared-up to be a witness.  

Talking point … These questions are suggestions to get a good discussion flowing.  The 
facilitator may choose one or more questions to focus on, but watch the time to ensure you 
achieve the key objective by each session’s end.  Discussion in pairs and threes may be best.

Try this … A number of activities are involved in each session, usually requiring you to 
either practice a skill (sharing The Big Story, your testimony, or an analogy), or fill out the SIGN 
STRATEGY (“my plan for pointing people to Jesus”) at the back of this manual.

My T houghts … Space to jot down your own notes, in response to the video or activities.

T he Big Ideas: Wrap Up … This section highlights the key concepts covered in the session.

Where to from here? … This section highlights what you need to do during the week, prior to 
next week’s session.  This includes five devotions per week, practicing The Big Story, preparing 
your testimony in under 100 words, and inviting people to “Church in the Park.”

Recapping … At the start of each session, in pairs, participants will discuss what impacted them 
most in the weekly devotions (5 minutes maximum).  Additionally, each devotion recaps some 
segments of the previous study, directing participants to read over the full session notes.

Session Notes … After each group discussion, but before the five weekly 
devotions, are session notes.  These carry the key content for this course, fleshing out what 
is suggested in each of the video segments.  Make sure you read through these, with your 
devotions.
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01_SIGN post

W hat Kind of S ign Am I ?  And W here S hould I P o int?W hat Kind of S ign Am I ?  And W here S hould I P o int?

BY THE END OF THIS SESSION … 
I’ll know how to share The Big Story as a way of framing the Gospel. With some mid-week practice, I’ll 
be able to draw and explain this approach by next week’s session.

  Welcome to SIGN // all disciples are messengers

  Why all the coded talk about “evangelism”? >> post-Christian attitude, pre-Christian understanding, 
and the need for new images and new Signs.

  How SIGN will work

  Session 01 focus: Knowing what kind of Sign I am, and where I should point: The Big Story

  The importance of a Sign: Into the Wild with Alexander Supertramp

  Our role is a Sign Post pointing people to Jesus

  Your Sign Post can literally spell the difference between the way that leads to life, and the way that 
leads to death

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

As you open this session, ask God to put on your heart just one person who you most 
want to point to Jesus.  Imagine if they were to come to Christ, and find freedom in Him.  
You have a role to play in this.  Bring your fears, uncertainties, and desires to God.  Take a few minutes 
and ask God to empower you for this role, that He would draw this person to Himself, and that He would 
give you the opportunities to Sign Post the way to eternal life.

take it to God

my thoughts

Video:
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When it comes to sharing our faith, all of us have had our blunders … times where 
we chickened out of witnessing or blurted out some confusing message that vaguely 
resembled Bible soup!  

  When’s the last time you shared your faith with another, and clearly pointed someone to Jesus?  
How’d it go?  And what stops you from sharing more?  

  What are some of your best experiences in sharing with people close to you? 
  What was your worst experience, and what would have helped it go better? 

To kick things off, I want to ask a couple of questions to help us get a picture of where 
we are all at collectively when it comes to evangelism. First, in your mind, what does an 
evangelist look like? 
Alright, next one: what is the Gospel?  Throw out a few quick responses . . . 
(Record the group’s answers on a whiteboard or a big sheet of paper and keep it for the two sessions to revisit at the end)

 

  Do you think this is an accurate picture of an evangelist and the message she or he carries?

Ever heard this version of the Gospel: 

“Jesus died on a cross to forgive you for your sins.  Once you say sorry, you’ll be saved.  That means you 
can know right now that when you die, you’ll go to Heaven and live with Him there forever.”

What’s right about this message?  Now, stop and think of all the ways this might confuse your average 
unchurched Aussie.  What parts of the “good news” does this leave out?  And is there any part of the 
Biblical story this message mis-represents?  Does God really love the whole cosmos (John 3:16), or just 
the people in it?  What does this mean for the message we share?

truth time

try this

talking point

 

Evangelist Gospel
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   Today’s images of “evangelist” and “Gospel” … but what about back then? 

   Mark 1:14-15, Gospel (good news) = “The Kingdom is at hand, so repent and believe”

   The first recorded “evangelist”: Pheidippides the Marathon Runner, “Victory!”

   Gospel = a public announcement about a public event intended for the public realm of life.  
Because of the victory, the city has a new beginning, a different reality.  

   All “evangelists” are Kingdom messengers, and all “Gospels” require a response.

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

So, if our message is not just the Gospel of Salvation, but the Gospel of the Kingdom … 

 What is the Kingdom?

 What does this new Kingdom look like? 

When God took on flesh, He showed in Jesus what the Kingdom is about—the King Himself 
demonstrated the Kingdom (Luke 4:14-21). In the words of E. Stanley Jones, the Kingdom is “God’s 
total answer to humanity’s total need”—good news physically, socially, politically, economically, 
environmentally, and spiritually.  And as the Father sent the Son, so Jesus sends us. Given this … 

 How should our witness look?  How can Kingdom words and Kingdom deeds go together?

Each of us is called to tell others about God’s Kingdom.  But no two of our Sign Posts will look exactly 
the same.  The people we reach are each individual, with unique needs; as such, the Holy Spirit uses us 
differently to best meet the needs of those around us.  We don’t fit ourselves to evangelism; evangelism 
is fit to us as we share naturally what Jesus has done in our lives. Slick speech and microphone technique 
are irrelevant to being an evangelist.  What’s your style?  



talking point

Video:

my thoughts
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Grab out Bibles and divvy up the passages.  Which style of evangelism fits you best?  Why?

1. Acts 2:1-41 >> Peter’s sermon @ Pentecost (Confrontational Style – 2 Timothy 4:2)
2. Acts 17:16-33 >> Paul’s sermon @ the Areopagus in Athens (Intellectual Style – 2 Corinthians 10:5)
3. John 9:1-27 >> The blind man now seeing, recounting his experience before the Pharisees  

(Testimonial Style – 1 John 1:3a)
4. Luke 5:27-32 >>  Jesus’ time with tax collectors like Levi (Interpersonal Style – 1 Corinthians 9:22)
5. John 4:1-42 >> Samaritan woman calls people to see Jesus (Invitational Style – Luke 14:23)
6. Acts 9:36-43 >> Dorcas showing her love in practical ways (Serving Style – Matthew 5:16)
7. Acts 3:1-19 >>  Peter and John performing miracles in the Temple Courts                            

(Supernatural Style – Matthew 10:7-8)

  Sign Posts with a different look but a common point: to Christ and His Kingdom

   The questions non-Christians are asking, and the need for a clear and relevant Sign Post

   Good news, individually, corporately, and cosmically, but the need for a back story

   Why drills, and why The Big Story? >> Sharing The Big Story:

  Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be … what do you see on the news > thirst for better

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Designed for good … love God, love others, cultivate the Earth

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Damaged by evil … rejected God, abused others, vandalized the Earth = sin

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Restored for better … God entered in Jesus, paying our debt and defeating the powers

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Sent together to heal … if align with Kingdom > inside out change > help heal world

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Set everything right … Jesus returns to judge evil and resurrect the cosmos

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

  Which are you? … damaged, restored, on mission?  Go via Jesus > deal with self first

 _______________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________

Video:

try this
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Have you ever heard the Gospel presented that way? What is different? Is anything left out? 
Do you think it presents The Big Story well? What are the implications for our current lives 
here?  How comfortable would you feel working off a structure like that?

  A Sign Post can literally spell the difference between life and death

  Our role is to be a Sign Post, pointing people to Jesus

  Evangelists come in all shapes and sizes, and we all have a message to share

  The Gospel of the Kingdom is the good news of God’s rule through Jesus

  The Big Story: designed for good >> damaged by evil >> restored for better 
  >> sent together to heal >> set everything right

This session has focused on getting our heads around the Gospel and how to Sign Post 
it to those who are lost, in a way that makes sense.  So, here are the next steps:

• Watch and practice with “The Big Story” video (http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/) until 
you’ve got it down pat.  You’ll role play this in pairs next week, so come ready!

• Work through the 5 devotions following this session, one per week day.  Genuinely ask God to open 
your heart and speak through His Word, to catch His heart for the lost.

•  Keep praying for the person God laid on your heart at the start of this session.  Ask God for four 
other people as well, and get in the habit of praying for them each day.  This is crucial.

• Next week we’re looking at sharing your story.  In preparation, really try and boil down the heart of 
your relationship with God (cut away religious jargon) and answer this question:     
Why is Jesus good news to me?

talking point

big ideas (wrap up)

where to from here?



Sunday’s Sign … The B EGGAR
(Luke 7:36-50; Mark 14:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6-7) 

Remember the story of the Prostitute with her 
alabaster jar of perfume?  She cried tears of joy on 
Jesus’ feet and fragranced the room for she was set 

free—an aromatic witness.  She knew how much 
her life stunk; she was truly poor in spirit.  If you’re 

forgiven much, then you love much.  How much have 
you been forgiven?  And why is Jesus good news to 
you?  All evangelism is the overflow of worship, a 
loving response to God’s grace that you can’t help 

but tell others about.  So if you want to point people 
to Jesus, then be a BEGGAR … Smell your own cess 

pit to share from the heart.

  What challenged you most in this message?

  How would your life and witness look 
different if you took on the Sign of the Beggar?
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Session Notes: 01_SIGN post

What Kind of Sign Am I?  And Where Should I Point?

A Sign Post can literally spell the difference between life and death.  
Perhaps you’ve heard the true story of Chris McCandless?  It’s told in the movie, Into the Wild.

Chris was a 22-year-old who got tired of pursuing the American dream, so he gave away all his money, 
abandoned his family, and headed out for a life on the road.  Renaming himself “Alexander Supertramp,” 
Chris hitchhiked around the country, going where 
he wanted, doing as he pleased.  But Supertramp 
was always progressing toward his utopia, the place 
of complete freedom: Alaska.  (Warning: movie 
spoiler ahead!)  So, finally he reaches his destination 
and heads out into the wild.  He learns the skills to 
survive—to hunt, to stay warm, to adapt—but his 
soul has begun to die.  He’s alone; worse yet, he’s 
lonely.  The story ends as his food sources dry up, 
and he downs a poisonous berry by accident.  He 
stumbles around the wilderness, trying to find his 
way back to civilization, but he only meets dead 
ends.  Can you see him there in his discarded bus 
for a shelter, alone, afraid, starving, and desperately 
wanting a way out?  Finally, weeks later, he dies.  
Next to his decomposed body, the police discover 
Chris’s last inscription on the metal wall: 

“happiness is only real when shared.”   

What a tragedy.  The saddest part of this story is that 
his death was unnecessary.  Only two kilometres further down the raging river’s banks was a gauging 
station, sporting a metal cable crossing the water.  Had he been directed there, it was only a short walk 
back to safety.  Salvation was at hand, if only for a Sign Post.

Sounds like a modern parable—people everywhere following their own way that seemed right at the 
time, but eventually leads to death (Proverbs 14:12).  What’s the path to freedom?  Where do you go for 
salvation?  Jesus said that if you follow His teaching, “then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (John 8:32).  How can He promise this?  Because Jesus is “the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).   

So, how does this relate to our role as Sign Posts?  Jesus said that when He is lifted up, He will draw all 
people to Himself (John 12:32).  Our role is to be a Sign Post pointing people to Jesus. 

But notice what a Sign Post doesn’t do.  It doesn’t force someone to take a particular path—it just clearly 
lays out the options and allows them freedom to follow the way they think is best.  A good sign shows 

setting the scene
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where you’ve been, where you are, and where you’re going.   It’s a simplified map that tells a type of 
story: past, present, and future.  And as we point people to Jesus in a culture that’s lost its way, that’s 
what we need … a simple way of sharing The Big Story that unites all our journeys—a story that calls all 
travellers to re-think (re-pent) and align with God’s way to abundant life, paved by Jesus.

Your Sign Post can literally spell the difference between the way that leads to life, and the way that leads 
to death (Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 1:76-79; James 5:20).  In this session we’re going to explore what it 
means to be a Sign Post for the Kingdom.  What does it mean to be an evangelist who carries good news 
to a battle weary world?  What kind of Sign am I?  And where should I point?  By the end of session, you 
should be clear about how to share the Gospel in a way that is a clear Sign Post to all who want life.

What does an Evangelist look like?  And what is the Gospel?
 (cf.           Try This, p. 8) 

Okay, before we put these images to the side, do you think this is an accurate picture of an evangelist 
and the message she or he carries? The first panel generally seems a little too polished and the second 
still looks like Bible soup—a lot of words, events, and names that for someone without a Church 
background would be really confusing. By the end of this course the hope is that the message will be 
a whole lot more polished, and your view of what an evangelist is will be more fluid.  So to get things 
started, let’s explore some meaty theology with a bit of background about what the Bible calls the 
Gospel, and the role of the evangelist in being a witness to it.

The Gospel of the Kingdom …
To make a huge generalisation, when we hear the word Gospel, we think of Jesus Christ who came into 
the world to save sinners. And whilst this is absolutely the heart of our message and should be the crux 
of our evangelism, it’s not the whole story.  Worse, it’s clothed in religious jargon which is foreign to 
most people you share with—they’ll be left wondering how this message impacts their life here and 
now, and whether it can do anything about this hurting world around us.  Unfortunately the big picture 
that Jesus preached has often been left behind.  What did Jesus mean when He preached the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, announcing that “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand, so repent and 
believe the good news” (Mark 1:14-15)?  It’s kind of like Chinese whispers where the more and more the 
message gets passed on from one person to the next, the further it simplifies and distorts—some parts 
of the message even get left out altogether.  We’re called to announce the “Gospel,” but what exactly is 
it?  

Let’s start with the technical definitions.  Going back to Jesus’ time, the Gospel (εὐ αγγέ λιον; yoo-ang-
ghel’-ee-on) was “good news,” carried by the evangelist (εὐ αγγελιστή ς; yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace’) to people 
who hadn’t heard.  But what mental picture did evangelist conjure up in Jesus’ day?  

To start with, it was a political, not a religious term.  Gospel was a secular phrase in wide-usage, co-opted 
by Christians to express what God was doing in and through Christ.  The specific meaning of evangelist 
was that it pointed to a messenger who would run ahead of the King across the hills, coming from a 
place of battle, entering and declaring to the city victory over the enemy.  It was a public announcement 
about a public event intended for the public realm of life.  Because of the victory, the city has a new 
beginning, a different reality.  The messenger would appear, raise their right hand and yell out “Rejoice, 
we have won the victory!”  (Caesar Augustus used this phrase often as rhetoric for the new world order 
his reign was supposed to establish).  

Perhaps the first and most famous recorded “evangelist” carrying a “Gospel” was Pheidippides, way back 
in 490 B.C.  The Greeks were fighting a battle on the plains of Marathon, against the Persians.  Marathon 
was their last line of defence, so Athens was held captive in fear of these invading powers.  But the battle 
turned, and Greece won a surprise victory.  Knowing that this historic event had to be announced in the 
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city, Pheidippides ran non-stop all the way from 
Marathon to Athens, a distance of 42 kilometres.  
Exhausted and battle-weary, he arrived with 
only enough energy to cry out “Victory!” before 
dying on the spot.  He was a herald with a crucial 
message to deliver.  When the Athenians believed 
his witness, they began celebrating their new 
found freedom from oppressive powers.

Can you see the parallels?  While the Gospel for 
Jesus means more than a political announcement 
of a new and conquering King and the change of 
an Empire—i.e., it does mean the forgiveness of 
our sins—it doesn’t mean less than a Kingdom 
shift.  So in the case of Jesus (Luke 3-4:19), he 

comes from a place of battle (in the wilderness with Satan), and enters Galilee preaching the euangelion 
of God: that God through Jesus has confronted the powers that hold us captive, He has won, and He 
offers eternal life to those who respond.  God through Christ is reconciling everything to Himself (2 
Corinthians 5:18-20). The heart of the message wasn’t about some future reality, but what had already 
happened … good news right now, that a battle had been won and a new reality could now be ours 
… “eternal life” beginning now, not just assurance of Heaven when you die.  But, this “Gospel,” like all 
Kingdom messages, required a response … 

Interestingly, Josephus—a Jewish historian turned Roman General—once went into a newly conquered 
village and announced, “Repent, and believe in me!”  Meaning?  Turn from your ways of rebellion and 
align with the Kingdom of Rome.  If you do, you’ll benefit from all this Kingdom has to offer.  If you don’t, 
then when the King himself rocks up, you’ll be judged for your rebellion and thrown out of the Kingdom.

Later on this session we’ll look more at the exact message of the “Gospel of the Kingdom” (Matthew 
4:23), but for now, notice what Jesus’ Kingdom is like from Luke 4:18-19:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 

set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

In the words of E. Stanley Jones, the Kingdom is “God’s total answer to humanity’s total need”—holistic 
salvation.  It’s good news for the economically disinherited (Luke 6:20) as well as the spiritually poor 
(Matthew 5:3); good news to the socially and politically disinherited; good news to the physically 
disinherited; and good news to the spiritually and physically bruised and oppressed.  The year of the 
Lord’s favour, Jubilee, isn’t just a Heavenly hope, but an embodied hope on planet Earth that starts now, 
of which we are the first expression.  So we are agents of this Kingdom now.

Wrapping all this up, what is an evangelist?  It’s not about being persuasive, or confident, or 
opinionated, or about trying to save souls and escape this sinking ship.  In short, an evangelist is a 
Kingdom messenger.  Evangelists are people who are prepared to demonstrate the Kingdom in what 
they do, and point people to Jesus as a Sign Post for the Kingdom of God in what they say.  And we have 
good news to bring that impacts every aspect of life in the here and now, even as it points to a greater 
hope with the fullness of the Kingdom when Christ resurrects the cosmos.  When this vision is holistically 
lived, and shared, we shouldn’t be surprised that outsiders press in to take hold of the Kingdom 
(Matthew 11:12).  It represents their deepest desires in this world—for peace, justice, and happiness—
which starts now and climaxes when Jesus the King returns.  

 So, are you an evangelist? 1
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Church as Evangelists … 
Alright, so having a little bit more of a handle on the background of the good news of the Kingdom of 
God, how did Jesus send us as the church to carry this message?  How do we announce God’s peace to a 
scarred world?

 Read John 20:19-23: Resurrection sending

As the church, we (that’s all of us together!) are sent in the power of the Holy Spirit to do exactly what 
Jesus did: to announce the victory of the Kingdom of God over all that corrupts what is good and turns 
us inward on ourselves rather than outward in love of God and each other (that’s sin).  This process 
begins when we turn from our own agenda and align ourselves with God, seeking first His Kingdom 
(Matthew 6:33; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:18-19). How do we as evangelists declare this victory? In word 
and deed, as wounded healers and sacrificial givers, bearing the scars of what it costs to confront evil 
and injustice in all its forms.  Our alignment with God right now, through the Spirit, should be a Sign 
Post to what the world will be when Jesus returns and sets everything right—a Kingdom of beauty, love, 
freedom, peace, and community.  Honestly, can you imagine how awesome the world would be without 
injustice, poverty, environmental destruction, sickness and disease, killing, rape, and loneliness?  

Sign Posting the Gospel …
So, our Sign Posts might look different, but they all point people to Christ and His Kingdom.  But what 
exactly should our Sign say?  How does it connect our lost friend into the bigger story of where our world 
was, is, and will be?

Put simply, our message is The Big Story, God’s story.  As we Sign Post this story, we call for people to 
realise their place in that story, and carefully choose which way they want to go.  The Bible is basically 
a scene by scene play of The Big Story. But our culture is so far removed from the Bible’s context, that 
we lose the forest for the trees.  If we simply say that “Jesus saves!” then people will wonder “From 
what? and For what?”  Jesus might be the answer, but our culture doesn’t even know the question.  The 
average non-Christian is more concerned with how to find love, make a living, enjoy life, and build good 
relationships.  The exceptional non-Christian wants to know how to stop genocide in Darfur, deal with 
poverty in Ethiopia, and curb global warming on a groaning planet.  Does the Gospel answer any of their 
questions?  

In short, yes!  The Big Story in the Bible makes sense of our struggles, and tells good news that impacts 
our existence right here and now, individually, corporately, and cosmically.  In the words of N. T. Wright,

“The Gospel is that the crucified and risen Jesus is the Lord [master, or boss] of the world.  
And that His death and resurrection transform the world, and that transformation can happen to you.  

You, in turn, can be part of the transforming work.”

 1  Note well that there is both a general and a particular sense in which the Biblical authors use “evangelist.”  In the 
general sense, all disciples of Christ are sent on a mission to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom and make disciples, and are 
thus “evangelists.”  In the particular sense, the Holy Spirit gifts some believers supernaturally as “evangelists”—at the same 
time giving evangelists as a gift to the church—that they may train and equip all believers to become more effective witnesses 
for Christ (cf. Ephesians 4:11-13).  In this SIGN course, I am always referring to the general sense in which all believers are 
evangelists, heralding the good news of God’s reign to a battle-weary world. 
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If you tell it as a story, your Sign Post should feature five key phrases.  

1. Designed for Good  

2. Damaged by Evil  

3. Restored for Better 

4. Sent Together to Heal  

5. Set Everything Right 

 (Practice them together a few times until it sticks—kudos for the first to memorize the lot!)

For all those sports buffs out there, remember the days of drills?  In basketball it was the lay-up. 
Dribble, dribble, outside step, inside step, jump, shoot, back-board tap, swish.

We’d literally repeat that drill dozens of times till we got it down pat.  The strange thing was that virtually 
no-one ever had an open-court lay-up in a game situation.  It was more fluid—a fake here, a pass there, 
then the shot.  So why the drill?  Simple.  It was the building block for basketball.  That same drill pattern 
came out in a million forms to fit the situation, but the same pattern was always present.  And only when 
that skill was set could you spontaneously adapt and score.

There are no shortage of ways to tell the Gospel—the Roman Road, the Bridge Illustration, Do verses 
Done … take your pick.  But what I want you to learn is The Big Story.  It’s the best Sign Post I can offer 
for a world unaware of the Bible’s back-story.2   It’s the basic pattern in any evangelistic encounter.  Don’t 
just watch it and nod.  Take the time to memorize this approach outside these small group sessions—
you’ll deliver it next week.  Perfect practice makes perfect, so work it over and over until you can draw 
the diagrams and tell it clearly off the cuff.  And as you share it in real life, it will always look different—a 
question here, a tangent there, an analogy to back it up—but you’ll find it a powerful way of pointing 
people to Jesus with a Sign that makes sense.

Watch this … The Big Story 
 (http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/)

________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

 2  This approach is an adaptation of James Choung’s “The Big Story,” from his book True Story.  For our modified 
version on streaming-video, check out http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/.

my thoughts
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Designed for good... we were made to love God, love each other, and cultivate this garden 
planet (Genesis 1-2; Job 7:17-18; Psalm 8:3-9; 19; 144:3-4; Matthew 22:37-40; John 1; 
Ephesians 2:8-10)

Damaged by evil... instead we’ve despised God, abused others, and vandalized our world—
“Sin” pollutes, perverts and destroys life (Genesis 3; Isaiah 59; John 8:34; Romans 1:18-32; 
3:23; 6:23)

Restored for better... we’re forgiven, freed, healed, and transformed by Jesus’ sacrifice (Isaiah 
52:13-53:12; John 3:16; 10:10; Acts 4:12; Romans 5; Colossians 2:13-15; Hebrews 2:14-15)

Sent together to heal... Jesus has empowered us with God’s Spirit to live the resurrection 
hope (Luke 4:18-19; 12:31-37; Matthew 20:25-28, 28:18-20; John 13:34-35; 15:5-27; 
20:19-22; Acts 1:8)

Set everything right... Jesus will return to judge evil, deal with the powers, and set everything 
right—a transformed world (Psalm 96; 98; Isaiah 2:2-4; 65:17-25; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:1-16;
8:18-25; 1 Corinthians 15:21-58; Philippians 2:1-11; Revelation 11:18; 21:1-8)

The Big Story is that God designed us for good, but through our bad choices we’ve been damaged by 
evil.  But, through Jesus’ life, death on the cross, and resurrection, we’ve been restored for better.  If 
you’re humble enough to admit to God that you fall short, and ask Him to forgive you for the wrong 
you’ve done, putting God first, then you can connect with life to the full—what God always intended for 
you.  Then you can join other Christians, empowered by God, in being sent together to heal a hurting 
world, waiting for the day when Jesus will return and set everything right by judging all the evil in the 
world and restoring the whole universe.
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Week 1 >> God’s Heart for the Lost
Week 1 – Day 1: The Father’s Gift (God’s Mission I)

Read: John 3:16-18; Colossians 1:13-14

Key Scripture: Colossians 1:13-14

“He [the Father] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the Kingdom of His 
beloved Son, in Whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Question 1.1: What does the Father’s gift of Jesus mean to you personally?  What does it mean to be 
delivered from the domain of darkness and brought into the Kingdom of God? What effect has this 
“Kingdom transfer” had in your own life?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Your Sign Post can literally spell the difference between the way that leads to life, and 
the way that leads to death.  Read over pp. 12-13 “Setting the Scene.”

Week 1 – Day 2: Jesus’ Kingdom Assignment (God’s Mission II)

Read: Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:16-21; John 16:33

Key Scripture: Luke 4:18-19

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

Question 1.2: When you read Jesus’ own mission statement, what stands out to you? 
What hope does it produce? How does this impact a broken world? 
How does this impact your broken world? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Evangelists come in all shapes and sizes (even yours!)—but each evangelist is 
entrusted as God’s messenger, Sign Posting Christ’s Kingdom in word and deed.  
Read over pp. 13-14 “The Gospel of the Kingdom.”

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 1 >> God’s Heart for the Lost 
Week 1 – Day 3: The Holy Spirit’s Witness (God’s Mission III)

Read: John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8-9; Romans 14:17

Key Scripture: John 15:26; 16:8 

“But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify 
all about me. … And when He comes, He will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and 

of the coming judgment.”

Question 1.3: Who has the responsibility of convincing someone of their need for Jesus? 
How has the Holy Spirit guided you as you’ve reached out to others?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: The “church” (all of us commissioned as agents of God’s Kingdom) is sent through 
the scars in Christ’s hands, overcoming evil by absorbing it in love.  Your particular style of Sign 
Posting the Kingdom will be natural to you.  Read over p. 15 “Church as Evangelists,” and p.10 
(optional activity) to identify your primary style of evangelism (e.g. intellectual, serving, etc.).

Week 1 – Day 4: Our Mission

Read: Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:8; 4:31

Key Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20
 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in Heaven and on Earth. Therefore, go 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Question 1.4: Describe in your own words what it means to be a witness for Jesus. What are we to 
proclaim? What might “power” from the Holy Spirit look like in evangelism and reaching out?  How are 
you going in the “disciple-making” business?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: As we point people to Jesus, the story we tell should offer good news that is individual, 
corporate, and cosmic.  The Big Story is a tool to share the Gospel, worth memorizing as the basic 
pattern for all evangelism.  Read over pp. 15-16 “Sign Posting the Gospel” and watch “The Big 
Story” video online: http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/.

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 1 >> God’s Heart for the Lost 
Week 1 – Day 5: Our Need

Read: Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 7:36-50

Key Scripture: Luke 7:47

Then He turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. 
You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 

hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many 

sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”

Question 1.5: How have you experienced Jesus’ forgiveness in your own life?  How freely does Jesus’ 
love flow through you to others?  Why is Jesus “good news” to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: As we point people to Jesus, the story we tell should centre around five key scenes: 
designed for good, damaged by evil, restored for better, sent together to heal, and set everything 
right.  Read over pp. 16-17 “The Big Story” and search through some of the key passages to see 
this drama play out across the Bible.  Practise the drawings while explaining the Gospel, and get 
ready to give it a go in the next small group session.

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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02_SIGN language

D oes M y S ign M ake S ense ?
BY THE END OF THIS SESSION … 
I’ll know how to share My Story, and will have practiced drawing and explaining The Big Story.  With 
some mid-week practice, I’ll be able to share my testimony in under 100 words by next week’s session.

  Common language makes communication possible

  A communication conundrum in a Malaysian diner

  Sign Language makes complex concepts tangible and real

  In a world deaf to religious jargon, our stories and parables provide a currency of common 
communication

  Stories sneak past defences and ground The Big Story

  Session 02 focus: clear communication for a Sign that makes sense: testimony, bridges, questions, 
analogies

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Are you aware that you have a story to tell?  No one can truly encounter God and stay 
the same.  How has your life changed?  Spend a few minutes in prayer, thanking Jesus for 
what He’s done in and for you.  Then, wait for a minute on God in silence as you ask Him to bring to mind 
the major work of transformation in your life.  We’re all a work in progress, so this isn’t a call to dress up 
our struggles and make like we’re perfect.  But if you’ve aligned and submitted your life to Jesus, and are 
stumbling forward in His direction, then you’ll have tasted eternal life (John 7:17, 38; 10:10; 
2 Corinthians 5:16-19; Galatians 5:16-25).  What’s the heart of your story?  Thank God.

my thoughts

take it to God

Video:
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  What were you most inspired or challenged by in the devotions from the last week?

  Did you get any opportunities over this last week to point people to Jesus, especially 
        the five friends in your prayers?  (Don’t forget to keep praying for them—make this a habit.)

  Okay, here’s the big one.  I hope you practiced sharing THE BIG STORY, because …

For the next 15 minutes, break into pairs, grab a pen and paper, and role play sharing The 
Big Story that you learned last week.  The five key phrases should guide you through: 
designed for good >> damaged by evil >> restored for better >> sent together to heal >> set everything 
right.  This will probably feel pretty messy, but that’s okay.  Evangelism often is.  The key is practice.  

For those struggling, use the hand-drawn diagram below as a help.  And if your group really bombs on 
this task, perhaps take some time to re-watch the DVD clip from last week.

  Do you think you’ve got a story to tell?  Why, or why not?  

  When an opportunity to point people to Jesus arises, are you an avoider or an erupter? 3

  How transparent about your faith are you with your friends and family who aren’t Christian?  
       Do you “edit” yourself, or are you authentic, open, and honest?  Why?

 3  This question, and many of the suggestions on sharing your story, comes from Bill Hybels’ excellent book, Just Walk 
Across the Room (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006).

recapping

truth time

try this

1           2           3           4           5           6           7           8           9           10

I tend to
shut down

I tend to spew the
truth on people
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  Two minutes sustained attention is optimistic, so what to say?

  Start with good questions >> listen for ways to connect their story to the Gospel

  Use your “testimony” to bridge from their story to The Big Story

  Your testimony is a before and after story: what was life like before accepting Christ + how I came to 
accept Christ + how life has changed since

  The central question: “What makes Jesus good news for me?” … striving > grateful; self-destructive > 
healthy; guilty > liberated; fearful > confident; despairing > hopeful; confused > clear

  Your story mirrors The Big Story five-scene pattern

  Be real, natural, and brief (avoid long-windedness, fuzziness, religionese, and superiority)

  “How God transformed me, He can do this for you too, if you let Him”

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
____________

  What’s the hard-evidence in your life of the Gospel’s power?  Why is Jesus good 
news for you?

  Rather than watch a video of someone else’s testimony, perhaps a couple of 
you feel comfortable, off the cuff, sharing your story.  Remember, keep it to one theme of 
transformation, don’t dress it up, and keep it well under two minutes.

We don’t have the time right now for you to write your testimony … but this is so important that I’m 
flagging something you need to do before you meet next week.  
Here’s the challenge: Write out your story in 100 words or less.  Be strict with this.  You’re lucky to get more 
than 45 seconds of sustained attention to share why you’re a Christian, and point people to Jesus.  

Now, here are 3 levels of challenge depending on your boldness:

Level 1: Get onto http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/ and upload your story.  This gives everyone 
the chance to celebrate how great God is through what He’s done in you, and even gives others 
a way to comment in response, helping you sharpen your story.

Level 2: Practice sharing your story in a natural way, without notes.  Then, grab a handy-cam and video 
your testimony, uploading it to www.youtube.com (it’s easy to start an account).

Level 3: Adding to the first two levels, you could then either send the you-tube link to some friends—
say it was a task for a group at church—and ask for some honest feedback.  Did it make sense?  
Any questions?  Does it sound stupid, or is it interesting?  For the really bold, take the same 
approach (“doing this task as part of a Christian group I’m in …”) and share your testimony in 
person with a friend, maybe even linking in The Big Story.  Get feedback.  And pray at all times!

Whatever level you choose, next week’s session kicks off with everyone sharing 
their 45 second story … so get cracking!

try this

my thoughts

Video:
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Tips for More Effective Signing
So, you’ve got The Big Story clear in your head, and you’re looking for ways to share something of your 
own journey.  But there are still so many language barriers to cross.  

  Think of just one of the five people you’re praying for and trying to reach.  What are the key 
barriers to pointing them to Jesus?  Where does communication break down?  And have you built 
a relational bridge strong enough to directly share your story and The Big Story?

  The Networker … using and abusing, then discarding contacts to make a sale

  Love.  Love.  Love.  Deeds + Words, where your radical and unconditional love prompts Questions

  Risking Conversational Bridges to shift from the everyday to eternity

  Find Kingdom connections in their frustrations, hopes, desires, and beliefs

  “Hey, this is kind of out of the blue, but what do you make of the whole ‘God’ thing?”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

  Connect the dots!  Ever seen the Christian version of the Networker?  What would 
Jesus do?  Is there a “right time” in a relationship to point people to Jesus?  How do 
you know?  And when the time comes, what kind of tips do you have for reading people and reaching 
out in love?  

  Think of one of the five in your prayers … how obvious, extravagant, and continuous is your love?  
How have you shown that you care?  Are you willing to extend that love by sharing Christ?

The key to conversational bridges is that they work for you.  As a group, spend ten 
minutes coming up with as many conversational bridges as you can.  Record your top 
10 below.  Whether it’s a statement or a question, keep your non-Christian friends and 
family in mind, and only write bridges you would genuinely be prepared to use. 



my thoughts

try this

talking point

Video:     Tip #1 Relational Bridges

Video:     Tip #1 Conversational Bridges
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1. __________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________________________
5. __________________________________________________________________________________
6. __________________________________________________________________________________
7. __________________________________________________________________________________
8. __________________________________________________________________________________
9. __________________________________________________________________________________
10. __________________________________________________________________________________

  Sharing the Gospel naturally raises tough questions in return—don’t freak out!
  (1) We’re limited and biased, so we all have to trust someone.  If God exists and 

is not silent, then His Word is the highest authority for appeal.  He tells us things we can’t know 
for ourselves, which make the most sense of our existence.  Plus, we’re warranted to trust our 
experiences.  So don’t be bullied as though you have “faith” and others have “facts.”

  (2) Faith has its reasons.  There are excellent warrants justifying Christian belief, so you can squarely 
face tough questions and follow the evidence where it seems to lead—to Christ.  Start with your 
own questions, and research the answers.

  (3) Ask questions to find their sticking point.  Then, ask (a) what do you mean by that?; (b) how 
do you know that’s true?; (c) where’d you get your information?; (d) what if you’re wrong?  Admit 
when you don’t know, and draw the discussion to Jesus and the Gospel.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
____________

  What’s the most common faith question you get asked?  Any tips for fielding
tough questions?

  In general, how have you gone answering tough questions?  How have people responded when
        you’ve admitted “I don’t know!”  

  What’s the first tough question you want to search out answers for?

  Sharing The Big Story will bring up questions and objections blocking their ears
  Analogies help with this, starting with something familiar and concrete, 

making sense of what you’re trying to explain
  The Gift Analogy
  The Judge Analogy

Video:

Video:

my thoughts

talking point
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  What analogies have you found most helpful while pointing people to Jesus?  
 Jot some notes.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

  We Need Common Language for our Sign to make sense.  Stories are the key

  Your story is a mirror of The Big Story,  but keep it brief, focused, coherent, and true!

  Loving deeds pave the way for loving words, and love gives even when the other walks

  Conversational Bridges take courage, but can naturally follow from their story

  All beliefs require faith, but our faith has good reasons … so search out good answers, but 
lead with good questions and humility

  Like Signs for the spiritually deaf, the right analogy can unplug ears to hear the Gospel

Time’s always short, so chances are you’ve skimmed over quite a bit of the material this 
week.  As you do the five weekly devotions, be sure to follow the recapping guide (       ) 
and read back over the pages highlighted.  What jumps out at you?  What can you put into practice right 
away?  Well, next week is our last session, so here are the next steps to being an effective Sign who 
points people to Jesus:

• Write out your story and take on the 3 levels of challenge … remember, keep it under 100 words (45 
seconds) and be sure to post it to http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/.  You’ll be sharing this 
straight up next week, so practice your delivery, and seriously pray over whether you should post it 
to you-tube or run it by a close friend not following Jesus.

• Work through the 5 devotions following this session, one per week day.  Really ask God to open your 
heart and speak through His Word, to equip yourself for mission.

•  Keep praying for the 5 people God laid on your heart.  And in the lead up to “Church in the Park” 
think how you might best invite them along.  Remember, without prayer and God’s drawing, nothing 
significant will happen (John 6:44).

•  If you missed out on the first week, then check out the video of how to share The Big Story 
(http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/), and practice it up till it flows easily.

•  Next week we’re looking at how to be intentional in reaching out to people with this Gospel 
message—being a Sign Writer.  So consider spending some time in prayer and fasting for how God 
would have you apply all that we’ve explored.  

my thoughts

big ideas (wrap up)

where to from here?



Sunday’s Sign … The ST O R Y T ELLER
(Luke 4:14-21; 8:1-15; 13:18-21)

Remember the story of the sower who cast Gospel 
seeds on every soil looking for a fruitful response?  

What’s our seed?  What’s my message?  Evangelism 
isn’t about offering our world the Church now and 
Heaven later.  Instead, we must be storytellers who 

open ears, offering the Gospel of the Kingdom which 
sprouts now and is full grown later when Jesus 
returns and sets everything right.  But Kingdom 

stories follow Kingdom deeds.  A radical Christian 
life provokes questions to which the answer is the 
Gospel—we must tell our story walking, living and 

sharing God’s reign.  So if you want to point people 
to Jesus, then be a STORY TELLER … 

Forget about Heaven to tell good news now.

  What challenged you most in this message?

  How would your life and witness look different if
        you took on the Sign of the Story Teller?
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Session Notes: 02_SIGN language

D oes M y S ign M ake S ense ?

Common language makes communication possible.  If you want a real conversation that 
makes sense, you have to deal with language barriers.  But what if someone is deaf to 
your message?  Enter my conundrum in a small Malaysian restaurant late last year. …

So, picture this.  I’m at a conference in Malaysia with nearly a thousand delegates from all around 
the world.  Come meal time, I plop myself down at a table with total strangers, each apparently from 
different nations.  Conversation can be tough at the best of times, but this was no ordinary conversation.  
I turn to the Mexican-looking-guy on the right and 
make some light chit-chat.  … No response.  I try 
again.   Still no response.  No one else picked up on 
my social rejection, so I tried again with the Japanese 
guy on my left.  “Are you enjoying the conference?” I 
asked.  No response.  Then came the “a-ha” moment.  
Of all the tables to choose, I’d joined those in the 
“deaf” track at the conference.  “They can’t hear 
you, you know!” piped in one of their friends, a 
professional signer who went with them everywhere.  

That was language barrier number one.  So this guy, 
Rob, got the ball rolling between me and Jun.  It was 
slow going at first, but after a while—thanks to the 
translator—I discovered that Jun was a Pastor and 
Bible translator in Japan … a rich conversation with 
an amazing guy ensued.  It was beautiful watching 
how Rob took some pretty complicated concepts 
and put them into a concrete form with simple 
gesture, almost like a dance.  (I could pick “Jesus” by 
the way Jun imitated nail-pierced palms.)  His hands 
told stories that brought ideas like hope, struggle, 
desire, and love to life.  His whole body was involved in telling the tale.  By then, Ricardo on my right had 
twigged to our conversation.  He wanted to join in too.  

Enter language barrier number two.  You see, Jun was using Japanese Sign Language, while Ricardo 
communicated with American Sign Language.  (More than one Sign Language?  News to me!)  Thankfully 
Rob knew a bit of both, which made the transition easier.  But then it happened—Jun and Ricardo, 

slowly but surely, began their own conversation.  The Signs they each used were so 
tangible, so real and expressive, that it crossed the language barrier.  So there I 
am, sitting back in this little Malaysian diner, watching two hearing impaired guys 
from opposite sides of the world speak without so much as a word.  Beautiful.  It 
got me thinking: in a world that’s deaf to religious jargon, only selectively hearing 
Christian themes, what’s our common language?  What does it take for our Sign 
to make sense?

setting the scene
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Your Sign Language can literally cross this language barrier.  And the currency of common 
communication is the simple story.  No wonder Jesus didn’t say much apart from parables (Psalm 78:1-
4; Matthew 13:1-17, 34).  If people don’t want to hear, fine.  But, stories have a way of sneaking past 
our defences and opening our ears to conversations that can literally change our life.  In this session 
we’re going to explore how to tell your story as a way into The Big Story.  Just like Sign Language, your 
“testimony” grounds all these big ideas like creation, fall, redemption, and new creation.  Then we’ll 
explore some tips for pointing people to Jesus that help your Sign make sense—building bridges, 
answering tough questions, and sharing helpful analogies.    

Sharing Your Story and The Big Story
Okay, so chances are you won’t get the golden 
opportunity to share the whole Gospel story in one hit.  
Even then, you’ll probably only get a couple of minutes 
of sustained attention to share anything at all.  So what 
to say?

Probably the best place to start is to ask good 
questions to get to know the person you’re talking to, 
and listen for points that connect their story to this 
big story … maybe it’s through a worry they have, or a 
need, or a desire for life to be different or better.  Or 
maybe it’s some kind of question about whether God 
even exists, or what He’s like, or why it matters.  What 
ever it is, look for bridges from where they’re at to The Big Story.  The best way to make this transition is 
to connect their story to your story … your testimony.

Hopefully you’ve done this kind of thing before, but a testimony is simply sharing

What your life was like
before you accepted Christ

+

How you came to ask Jesus into your life

+

How your life has changed.

It centres around one question:    “What makes Jesus good news for me?”

“I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”

“I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.”

“Guilty . . . but now liberated.”

“Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.”

“Despairing . . . but now hopeful.” 4

 4  Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p. 126.
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Can you see The Big Story playing out again, in your own life?  You were designed for good, but turned 
away from God; in the process you were damaged by evil.  The story doesn’t finish there, though.  The 
turning point was when you encountered Jesus.  Through admitting your failures to God and centring 
your life on the Saviour who died for your wrongdoing and rose again in victory, you have been restored 
for better.  Now, in the power of His Spirit, and as part of a community of Jesus’ followers, you’ve 
increasingly found what God created you for, sent together with others to help heal a hurting world.  
The final chapter of your story is the hopeful anticipation that just as Jesus rose from the dead, one day 
God will resurrect the whole cosmos and you with it, dealing with all evil and setting everything right—a 
world of peace and prosperity where God, humanity, and nature sing in harmony.  Stories need a happy 
ending, as eternity is hidden in our hearts.

Be real.  Be natural.  Be brief.  (Or in Bill Hybels’ words, avoid long-windedness, fuzziness, religionese, 
and superiority—this is a story of God’s grace, not how good you are!)  As you practice this, you can find 
different angles from which to share your life to better connect with another … e.g., the love angle, the 
truth angle, a hard-time-I-went-through angle, and so on.

The beauty of a testimony is that, because it’s your story, the other person can’t really argue with it.  
Worst case scenario, they may think it’s irrelevant to them, or say, “Well, I’m happy for you ... it’s just 
not for me.”  But if you’ve done a good job listening, then it should be relevant for them too.  In essence, 
you’re saying, “This story of how God transformed me … He can do this for you too, if you let Him.”  
You’re offering them something good, something helpful, something true.  Don’t be shy.

In light of God’s love, sharing with others is a privilege.  This is our identity: “But you are God’s chosen 
and special people. You are a group of royal priests and a holy nation. God has brought you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. Now you must tell all the wonderful things that he has done” (1 Peter 
2:9).  As it says in Psalm 107, “Oh, thank GOD—He’s so good!  His love never runs out. All of you set free 
by GOD, tell the world! Tell how he freed you from oppression” (vv. 1-2).

Tips for More Effective Signing
So, you’ve got The Big Story clear in your head, and you’re looking for ways to share something of your 
own journey.  But there are still so many language barriers to cross.  

The following three tips offer common language to communicate the Gospel.  Like Sign Language, they 
make Christ and His Kingdom tangible by taking big concepts and expressing them in simple actions and 
words that relate to our everyday lives.  If you want to point people to Jesus, it helps to build bridges, 
answer tough questions, and share helpful analogies.

Tip #1 Building Bridges
Imagine this.  You’ve just joined an indoor soccer team for a bit of exercise and socializing.  One of your 
new team mates, Ben, gets chatting with you and seems like a pretty decent guy.  So, you decide to catch 
up again mid-week just to chill out and get to know him better—you can never have too many friends, 
right?  So there you are, having a decent time, when the conversation takes a weird turn.  Ben starts 
to share how life has really picked up for him since joining a business co-operative.  You politely ask a 
couple of questions, but half-an-hour later he’s pressuring you to buy products and join the network.  
You get more direct, but he doesn’t take a hint, so you make an excuse to leave early and get out of 
there.  Now, you’re more gracious than the average person, so you want to give this potential friendship 
another shot.  But come soccer night, Ben virtually ignores you and moves onto “networking” with other 
team members.  How do you feel?  Is this business attractive now?
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Connect the dots!  Ever seen this (or done this) with non-Christians?  What would Jesus do?  

Love.  Love.  Love.  Jesus didn’t form friendships just to groom someone for the Gospel, and then dump 
them when they didn’t care.  This isn’t an excuse to hold back from sharing—pointing people to Jesus 
is the fullest expression of love, as it offers reconciliation with God and abundant life.  But if your words 
come without loving deeds—through listening and serving—then they won’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care.   Radical love prompts the kind of questions that give you an “in” 
to share.  When the time comes and the Holy Spirit nudges you to talk, if they’re not interested, this is 
not an easy out to end a “friendship.”  The light you shine might turn them away, but your call is to love, 
love, love (Matthew 19:16-22; John 3:16-21).

There’s a second part to building bridges.  We need conversational bridges that open up opportunities 
to point people to Jesus.  “Religion” is taboo in our society, so Hell might literally freeze over before 
you hear, “Wow, you’re a Christian!  Tell me, Why Jesus is good news for you?”  You need to take some 
risks.  Send out some conversational feelers (salting the conversation, Colossians 4:5-6) that shift the 
conversation from the everyday to eternal matters.  

Build rapport. Ask questions.  Listen to their story and note their frustrations, hopes, desires, and 
beliefs—as the Kingdom is God’s total answer to our total need (physical, spiritual, social, political, 
environmental), you’ll always find a way in to share some of your story, tying it to The Big Story.  
Trust that the Spirit is at work and share what fits the conversation … you don’t have to take every 
conversation to the foot of the cross.  Bridging opportunities need to be genuine, honest, and open.  And 
if your relational bridge is strong enough, you might be able to go deeper without a natural bridge: “Hey, 
this is out of the blue, but what do you make of the whole ‘God’ thing?”

Tip #2 Answering Tough Questions
Few things freak us out more than trying to point someone to Jesus, only to be stumped by their really 
tough questions in return...    

 Kinda’ arrogant to think only your religion is true, isn’t it?

  A loving God who sends people to Hell just ‘coz they haven’t heard?  

   Why trust a book made up by old dead dudes? 

    But Christianity is so harsh to women and gays!    

     Why doesn’t God just feed the starving Africans?

      And what about the dinosaurs?  

Obviously in a three week course like SIGN, we’re short on time to give specific answers. 
  So instead, here are a few helps.

(1)  As humans, we’re finite and fallen, limited and biased, so every belief takes some measure of 
faith.  That is, you’ve got to trust something or someone—whether your senses, someone else’s data, 
or a recognized “authority,” be it your dad, Richard Dawkins, or the Decalogue.  And when it comes to 
authority—especially about stuff that science can’t test, like the origin and meaning of life, knowing right 
from wrong, and what happens when we die—there is no higher authority than God.  We’ve got good 
reason to believe that God exists—it makes sense of phenomena like science, morality, consciousness, 
memory, love, beauty, and the unbreakable “religiousness” of humanity—so this isn’t some blind appeal 
to authority.  But more than God just “being there,” He is not silent.  God has reached out to us, telling us 
things we could never work out for ourselves.  Each of us has experienced God through Jesus.  And even 
though we could be mistaken in how we interpret our experiences, it is warranted to trust what you 
have seen, tasted, and felt (Psalm 34:8; John 7:17; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 1 John 1:1-4).



 SIGN // pointing people to Jesus 31

(2)  Now, just as an atheist can’t prove that God doesn’t exist, we can’t prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that all of what we believe is true.  But that doesn’t mean it is unreasonable.  Faith has its reasons, 
and the reasons point to Jesus as the Christ (Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31; 21:24-25; 1 Corinthians 15:1-
8; 2 Peter 1:16-21).  So, if someone’s asking a genuine and good question, it deserves a good answer. 
There is lots of excellent evidence that makes it reasonable to believe as you do—even if you don’t know 
it!—so you don’t need to be afraid of facing questions and doubts head on.  Faith is not the absence of 
evidence.  Rather, it’s following the evidence where it leads, and then living it boldly even when you 
can’t be totally confident.  Why not start with your own questions, and do some research (1 Peter 3:15-
17).  In Appendix_02 you’ll find links to some of the best books to begin with (especially Tim Keller’s 
The Reason for God), and a resource of “Quick Answers to Tough Questions” from a previous talk a few 
of us gave called “Caught Out.”

(3)  So, here’s a good process.  Find out what their key sticking point is—why they don’t believe in 
God, or follow Jesus.  Keep asking questions to clarify and see what they think.  (Many people objecting 
to Christianity haven’t researched their claims … often they will make some naked assertion with few 
reasons to back it up, so questions are helpful with this.)  Try these questions on:

1. What do you mean by that? (explain yourself, define your terms and beliefs)

2. How do you know that’s true? (what are your reasons for believing that)

3. Where’d you get your information? (what’s your source, and can you trust it) 

4. What if you’re wrong? (what are the consequences of your beliefs if untrue)

If you don’t know the answer to what they’re asking, say so.  This doesn’t mean you’re stupid to believe 
as you do.  You may have other good reasons to believe—like your testimony, that God has changed 
your life.  Also, don’t follow too many rabbit trails.  Take evolution, for instance.  The key question is not 
whether the Earth is 10,000 years old or 4.2 billion years.  It’s more important to consider whether God 
exists or not—regardless of whether he used evolution, or spontaneously created the whole thing.  Try 
and bring the focus back to Jesus … His life, death, resurrection.  Same with other religions.  Be honest: 
none of us is an expert on Christianity, let alone every belief system!  But we think with Jesus we’re onto 
a pretty sure thing … and no one else in the history of humanity can claim to have conquered death.  
So keep first things first.

Tip #3: Sharing Helpful Analogies
Okay, we’ve covered a lot of ground tonight.  Last topic for the night: helpful analogies.  As you share 
The Big Story, you’re sure to get some kick back.  To every question or objection blocking their ears to 
the Gospel, there’s usually a pretty simple analogy that starts with something familiar and concrete, 
making sense of what you’re trying to explain.

Following are two totally overdone examples (don’t share all these analogies in one hit!), but it should 
give you an idea of what I’m talking about!  (Read this later if you’re tight on time.)

“Isn’t it kind of arbitrary for God to draw a line around what we can and can’t do, making a big list of 
rules to follow? “ (i.e., What is “sin” and why should I believe we’re “damaged by evil”?)

>> Are all “rules” arbitrary?  Imagine a car manufacturer designs a car to run on premium unleaded.  
“How intolerant and restrictive,” you think … “I’ll fill up with sugar and water!”  See the problem?  Things 
break when you ignore the maker’s intent.  God made us to run on Him, which is why our hearts are 
restless until they find their home in God.  We’re designed to love God, love others, and cultivate the 
Earth to make it more fruitful.  This is the form that protects freedom so we can live a life that works 
right as it’s in tune with God’s design.  This form is like the banks of a river that channels a raging torrent 
to refresh a dry land, rather than bring a devastating flood.  
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Your desires bring life when channelled in God’s form.  “Sin” isn’t the breaking of arbitrary rules; sin is 
what it looks like when we miss the mark of what we were made to be and do.  That’s why sin brings 
death.  Sin is building the core of our identity, the essence of who we are, on something other than God.  
It often takes a good thing and makes it an ultimate thing.  And we’ve put all our weight on something 
other than God—a career, a relationship, money—but it can’t support our expectations.  When our idol 
breaks, we break too.  That’s why Jesus came.  He shows us a better way, and changes our heart if we let 
Him, so we naturally desire what brings life rather than death.

“Why doesn’t God just forgive everyone, without all this sacrifice business?  And why do I need to put 
Jesus at the centre of my life?”  (i.e., Why is Jesus necessary to be “restored for better”?)

>> Forgiveness may be freely offered, but is it ever free for the one forgiving?  Imagine a kid took a joy 
ride in his dad’s car and smashed it up real good.  Should the dad forgive his son?  Now, if he forgives 
him, does the car automatically fix itself?  And if the kid can’t afford to pay, who picks up the tab?  So 
forgiveness is free, but it’s not cheap.  Now, what does it cost to fix up the mess we’ve made of God’s 
good Earth?  Instead of loving God, loving others, and cultivating the Earth, we’ve despised God, abused 
each other, and vandalized the world.  The blood of the world is on all our hands.  And this damage is 
not just in what we do.  It starts with what we think: our motives.  Not only are we each broken, but 
we break.  Remember the “Black Saturday” Bushfires of 2009, which burned up thousands of houses, 
millions of acres, and killed nearly 200 people?  Should someone pay?  So what does it cost to pay for 
the wrong I’ve done, and the wrong you’ve done?  I don’t fully understand how it works, but when we 
tell the Maker of life to get lost, and then turn our backs on Him to deface His creation, our life begins 
to die.  God tells us in the Bible that the cost of sin is death, and it’s only by the spilling of blood that 
it can be made right.  Gruesome, I know, but necessary.  So Jesus stepped in and paid the price for us.  
When we put God’s Son at the centre of our life, all our concerns fall into place and orbit the way they’re 
supposed to.    

Okay, get the picture?

  What analogies have you found most helpful while pointing people to Jesus?  Jot some notes.

________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

my thoughts
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Let’s finish off with two more analogies, ones that almost always come out when I’m sharing …

The Gift Analogy ... this fits the Restored for Better section of The Big Story, but is useful when you’re 
asking someone how they’ll respond to the Gospel. …  

The whole point of this analogy is to help people understand that salvation, being freed from the power 
and penalty of sin, is a free gift of God’s grace—we didn’t earn it. The very nature of a gift is that it has 
to be given out of the giver’s free will. They give it to you, not because you have deserved it, but because 
they want to and have the power to do it. But there is still the decision to be made by the one having the 
gift given to them; do they receive it? This analogy is helpful to stress the need for someone to respond 
to God’s gift of Jesus by repenting (turning away from sin and giving allegiance to Jesus) and believing 
(that Jesus is the Saviour, the risen Son of God).

Watch this … The Judge Analogy
 (http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/)

The Judge Analogy... this fits the Restored for Better and the Set Everything Right sections of The Big 
Story. The whole point of this analogy is to help illustrate that breaking the law deserves punishment, 
and that a good judge must be just. If someone who murdered your family was put on trial, and the 
judge were to say, “I’m a loving judge, so I’ll let you go free!” how would you feel? Betrayed! You would 
demand justice. You see God loves, but He is also perfectly just, and must satisfy His own justice. He 
cannot contradict His own nature. This is why Jesus had to die for us on the cross. Those two pieces 
of wood symbolize perfectly where His love and justice meet; God loves us so much that He took our 
punishment upon Himself to satisfy His own justice. He stepped in and paid the price for our failures.

________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

my thoughts
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Week 2 >> Equipped for the Mission
Week 2 – Day 1: Being Ready

Read: Colossians 4:5-6; 1 Peter 3:15-16 

Key Scripture: 1 Peter 3:15-16

“But in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defence to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a 

good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behaviour in Christ may be 
put to shame.”

Question 2.1: How effective a “Sign Post” is your life to those outside the church? What is one question 
about your faith that you are often asked and struggle to answer?  What in your life attracts and 
intrigues people to ask about Christ?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Like Sign Language, your story can cross language barriers by making The Big Story 
visible through your life.  Read over pp. 27-28 “Setting the Scene.”

Week 2 – Day 2: Our Field

Read: Acts 13:47; Philippians 2:15 

Key Scripture: Acts 13:47

For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the Earth.”

Question 2.2:  What “field” has God placed you in where you can be of significant influence (e.g., work, 
school, university, sports club, etc.)? Practically, in what ways can you be a “light” in this field? In what 
ways do your actions and words point people directly to the source of salvation?  Ask God to give you 
greater opportunities in this field.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: As you ask good questions and listen, you’ll know how best to build bridges and tailor 
your story.  Your story needs to capture in 45 seconds “what makes Jesus good news for me.”  
Read over pp. 28-29 “Sharing Your Story …” and start working on your testimony.  

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 2 >> Equipped for the Mission
Week 2 – Day 3: Our “Failure”

Read: Exodus 4:10-13, Matthew 5:11-12

Key Scripture: Matthew 5:11-12

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in Heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Question 2.3: Do you shy away from witnessing out of fear of failure?  What are your biggest fears in 
sharing your faith?  What is your normal reaction when someone isn’t interested in hearing about Jesus?  
According to these passages, what is failure, and what is success, when it comes to pointing people to 
Jesus?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Building Bridges means loving people like God does, unconditionally, rather than 
treating them as a project.  It also means finding natural ways to turn a conversation toward Christ 
and His Kingdom.  Read over pp. 29-30 “Tip #1 Building Bridges.”  Try using one such bridge today.

Week 2 – Day 4: The Heart of It All 

Read: Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 John 4:10-21

Key Scripture: 1 John 4:19-21

“We love because He first loved us. But if we say we love God and do not love each other we are liars. … 
The commandment that God has given us is this: Love God and love each other!”

Question 2.4: The heart of evangelism is a love for God and a love for people. Why do you think “love” is 
foundational to evangelism? For those you’re trying to reach, how much would they say you loved them?  
What are some small steps you could take to grow in love? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Sharing the Gospel always provokes a response.  But good questions deserve good 
answers.  So, humbly offer what you’ve experienced and believe as a reliable map for life, ask 
questions, and bring it back to Jesus.  Read over pp. 30-31 “Tip #2 Answering Tough Questions.”

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 2 >> Equipped for the Mission

Week 2 – Day 5: Love in Action

Read: Isaiah 58:5-8; Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 10:45

Key Scripture: Isaiah 58:7-8

“Have I not asked you to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor and homeless 
with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and 
blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.”

Question 2.5: Practically, what could loving and serving people sacrificially look like in your life? Why is 
caring for the poor and those in need so integral to the Christian faith? How does serving people and 
meeting their needs open doors for evangelism?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: When a friend gets stuck on one scene in The Big Story (like why a loving God requires 
sacrifice in order to forgive), try an analogy.  Analogies take something familiar and bridge to 
new ideas and confusing concepts.  Read over pp. 31-33 “Tip #3 Helpful Analogies” and practice 
sharing The Judge Analogy.

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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03_SIGN writers

How Do I Get the Message Out?  What’s My Personal Plan?

BY THE END OF THIS SESSION … 
I’ll have shared my testimony.  But most of all, I’ll have prayerfully filled out my SIGN STRATEGY, which 
is my plan for pointing people to Jesus.  From now on, I have 5 people I’ll intentionally pray and care 
for, and share with. 

  Well written Signs always get read … especially Signs written by God

  If God can use Arthur Stace, God can use you

  Mr. Eternity, 500,000 Signs pointing to Jesus

  How to be an intentional Sign Writer

  Session 03 focus: SIGN personal strategy … learn, pray, serve, extend, bridge, share, connect, 
challenge

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Video:
setti

my thoughts
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The clearest Gospel message and the best communication skills are no substitute for 
heartfelt prayer and Spirit empowerment.  Unless God draws your friend, and her heart 
is soft to respond, she will never come to faith.  God doesn’t want anyone to perish, and we shouldn’t 
either (2 Peter 3:9).  So ask God to break your heart for what breaks His, and really stand in the gap 
through prayer for those who don’t personally know Jesus.  So, grab one or two of the people around 
you, and spend the next ten minutes praying by name for those God has placed on your heart.  Whether 
your witness is met with warmth or persecution, pray for Spirit-filled boldness.

“‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak Your word with great boldness.  
Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 

Jesus.’  After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:29-31)

  What were you most inspired or challenged by in the devotions from the last week?

  Any stories to share as you pointed people to Jesus since the last session?

  How did you go with the three levels of challenge to share your story?  

Last week we explored how to tell your story.  The challenge was to capture the central 
theme of transformation in your life, and simply tell your story in under 100 words.  Even 
in a group of 20, at 45 seconds each, this activity should fly by, and be a huge encouragement as you 
hear the unique way God has met each person in the room.  For the next 15 minutes, as one big group, 
take it in turns to share why Jesus is good news to you.  What difference does Jesus make?  (And if you 
haven’t prepared anything, quickly jot a few ideas below, and take a risk by sharing off the cuff.)

  How much do I care if my friends hear about Jesus?  How prepared am I to be the 
one to share? 

  How valid are the main reasons I give for not sharing more?

  Do I feel sufficiently equipped to start intentionally pointing people to Jesus?  If not, what am I
        still lacking, and how can I take responsibility for my own growth?

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and those who win souls are wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

take it to God

recapping

try this

truth time

1           2           3           4           5           6           7           8           9           10

Couldn’t care less /
Not planning to share I’ll do whatever it takes
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8 Steps to Being an Intentional Sign Writer
**Remember, after each step, flick to the back of this manual (pp. 70-71) and fill out the two-page 

chart entitled “SIGN STRATEGY: my plan for pointing people to Jesus.”**
(You may want to pencil it in for now, as after more thought and prayer the plan may change.)

  Use it or lose it … use what you’ve learned, and make a plan to keep growing

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Step 1: Learn

Have a quick flick through the appendices now.  What stands out?  It could be something 
you need to do, listen to, study, read, or practice.  Whatever it is, go to the “SIGN 
STRATEGY” page and pencil something in as a next step to becoming a more effective Sign.

  Ask God for 5 people in your normal networks, to regularly pray for

Step 2: Pray

Come up with a list of five people from your normal networks (e.g., family, work, university, 
school, sports groups) who you feel God brings to mind.  Write their names down here … 

1. ___________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________

Keep praying continually for these five people, that their hearts would be responsive to God’s invitation 
to join him in The Big Story. Your commitment is to pray for these people everyday.

Are there particular needs for each person?  And when and where in the day works well as a regular 
prayer time?  Pencil in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page. 

my thoughts

Video:     #1 Learn

Video:     #2 Pray
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  Your Sign is only as good as your capacity to love.  “Witness” is always sacrificial

Step 3: Serve

Being a Sign is always sacrificial.  No wonder the Greek word for “witness” is marturia, the root 
word from which we derive the English word martyr.  The most powerful witnesses are those who 
have died to their own agenda, and are living sacrifices (Romans 12:1) or literal martyrs for Christ:

“They triumphed over Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony [marturia]; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.” (Revelation 12:11)  

 What are some ways you have helped people in the past that have made a lasting impression on 
them? Has this helped make in-roads for sharing?  If not, was your effort wasted?  Why?

What is a practical way I can serve each person, giving them a taste of God’s love?  Pencil in your action 
plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.  

If you took your call to serve seriously, what might it look like?  Perhaps Coral’s story says it best?

  We must “Go!” and evacuate the Christian bubble, spending more time 
building real friendships with those outside the Church, also forming networks to 
reach those on the margins … friendship evangelism by itself will never achieve the Great Commission

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Extend

  Be honest … how many genuine friendships do you have with those outside the Church?  What 
are you doing to foster these friendships?   How many nights out a week do you have for Church 
events, and how much time do you spend (not at work) investing into those not following Jesus?

 What would it take to change this pattern?  The time has to come from somewhere: what are you 
prepared to give up?  What’s the reward for doing life differently? 

 What are natural ways I can spend more time with those I’m trying to reach?  Which networks 
(work, family, sport, hobbies, etc.) could I be more intentional with to reach those outside the 
church?  And what totally new activity will help me “Go” to people unlike me, on the margins?
Pencil in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.  

my thoughts

Video:     #3 Serve

Video:     # 4 Extend

Video:     God’s Love in the Dog Park
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  Asking insightful questions, giving gifts (e.g. books), tickets, or invitations can help

Step 5: Bridge

 What authors, books, artists, CDs, and gifts generally have you found to connect well with friends 
outside the Church?

  Besides, questions, gifts, tickets, and invitations, are there any other sorts of bridges you can 
think of? How have you used these kinds of bridges in the past?  What’s worked the best? 

Have a think through which of these approaches would be best for each of your five people 
(maybe multiple bridges for some?) and be generous in reaching out to them—there is no 
better way to invest time and money. Pencil in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

  

  Look for ways to share something of your story, and analogies to make it clear 

Step 6: Share

What angle on your story best fits each person’s life?  Is there a particular analogy that 
addresses their key confusion about, or objection to, the Gospel?  How will you facilitate 
opportunities to tell The Big Story?  Pencil in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.  

  Turn to someone else and share the one experience in your life that has given you the greatest 
opportunity to share about God. 

  Link them into your networks, as many prefer to belong before they believe.  
That said, be salt and light, in but not of the world to be an effective witness

Step 7: Connect

For each person you’re trying to reach, what might be the best program to invite them to, or 
community to connect them with?  Pencil in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

my thoughts

my thoughts

Video:     # 5  Bridge

Video:     # 6  Share

Video:     # 7  Connect
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  Repentance is the gateway to reconciliation with God, so don’t be afraid to ask if 
they’re ready to commit to God: Is there anything right now stopping you from getting 
right with God and accepting Jesus as Lord (Boss/King/Ruler/Master) of your life?  If not, would you 
like to give your life to Jesus right now?  … admit need, turn from sin, trust in Christ’s sacrifice and 
resurrection, and invite Jesus to have control through His Spirit 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Step 8: Challenge

For each person you’re trying to reach, if or when the time comes that you challenge them 
to make a commitment, note their response, and pray into where they’re at.  And if they 
positively respond, definitely record the date they came to faith—it’s their most important 
birthday!  Pencil this in your action plan on the “SIGN STRATEGY” page.  

  This is the last video clip, so thanks for the journey, and be sure to read 
“closing thoughts” on p. 44

 Well written Signs always get read.  But to get the message out, you need a clear plan

  Your SIGN STRATEGY involves 8 key steps: 

 » LEARN: What’s your next step to becoming a more effective Sign?

 » PRAY: Each day, lift up your five people to God, and ask for boldness to share

 » SERVE: Your Sign is only as good as your capacity to love

 » EXTEND: Free up time to reach those outside Church and on the margins

 » BRIDGE: Whether a question, gift, or invitation, find an inroad to go deeper

 » SHARE: Tell the Gospel via a timely story or analogy that connects with your friend

 » CONNECT: Radical love and inclusive community helps them belong before they believe 

 » CHALLENGE: Never be afraid to sensitively ask for their response

my thoughts

big ideas (wrap up)

Video:     # 8  Challenge
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Remember, some will respond positively to the Gospel, others will not. Success in 
evangelism is sharing the good news of the Kingdom, in the power of the Spirit, and 
leaving the result up to God.  We are simply a Sign pointing people to Jesus, doing whatever we can to 
remove obstacles that keep people from understanding and receiving the message.  If someone rejects 
the Gospel, and even you in the process, continue loving and praying for them.  But know that there is 
no greater honour than to be an agent of reconciliation, an ambassador of the Kingdom—so be bold and 
step out for the glory of God (Matthew 5:10-16; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Ephesians 6:18-20).  

Over these three sessions we’ve covered a lot of ground.  In particular, you’ve learned how to Sign Post 
The Big Story of the Gospel, the kind of Sign Language that will cross communication barriers so your 
message and testimony make sense, and in this session, how to be Sign Writer who is actively praying 
and caring for, and intentionally sharing with five people God has laid on your heart.  But where to from 
here?

Just do it!  Being a witness is not complicated.  Oftentimes we keep putting it off until we’ve read just 
one more book, heard just one more sermon, or felt convicted just one more time.  But being a witness 
right now is our identity in Christ; it’s what we were saved to do.

“But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy 
people, God’s instruments to do His work and speak out for Him, to tell others of the night-and-day 

difference He made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.” 
(1 Peter 2:9-10, MSG.)

Therefore, I’m not ashamed of the Gospel:

“It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of 
God’s powerful plan to rescue everyone who trusts Him.” (Romans 1:16, MSG.)

There are a few next steps, though, that help solidify what you’ve learned and put it into practice:

• Go back and re-read through these notes.  If there are any activities or challenges you never tried 
(especially learning how to share The Big Story and putting together your story in under 100 words, 
sharing it online or with a friend), then give them a go. 

• Work through the last 5 devotions following this session, one per week day.  Really ask God to open 
your heart and speak through His Word, as you learn from some stellar examples of being a Sign of 
the Kingdom, pointing people to Christ.

• A community wide event like “Church in the Park” is a great way to enact Sign.  So invite some 
friends along as an outreach opportunity, and pray that God would powerfully use this event.  The 
service could centre on one last SIGN: The Cook: Call the Hungry to Get the Party Started!  An easy 
way to live this Sign is to volunteer as a cook, or throw in some money to provide a great meal!  

• As a small-group, you might like to extend this series, finishing whatever you skipped over.  Check 
out Bill Hybels’ Just Walk Across the Room, which is excellent follow-up material.  At the very least, 
consider taking one more week to wrap up SIGN, where you each share something you’ve learned, 
something you were challenged by, and the best opportunities you’ve had to point people to Jesus 
over the course of the series.  Get into the habit as a group of regularly praying for the people you’re 
trying to reach, and increasingly focus your group outwards to reach the kind of people on the margins 
for whom Jesus’ heart beat.  Then, share the excitement together of seeing those you love enter the 
Kingdom.  

where to from here?



One More Sign … The C O OK
(Luke 14:12-24; 15:11-31; Revelation 22:1-5, 17) 

Remember the Master who prepared a great banquet 
and sent his messengers to deliver the invitations?  

Many were asked, but most were preoccupied; so the 
summons extended to take in anyone with a grumbling 
stomach, wanting a feed.  Who are you inviting to God’s 

feast?  And what are you offering as an entrée?  Our 
Kingdom cooking offers a taste of the great banquet 

where Jesus Himself waits the table; all are invited, but 
only the hungry come home.  Elder brothers resist as 

they’re full on self-righteousness.  Younger brothers resist 
as they’re full on sin’s pleasures for a season.  But when 
our best efforts look like pig-slop, it’s time to taste God’s 

grace.  So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a 
COOK… Call the hungry to get the party started.

  What challenged you most in this message?

  How would your life and witness look different if 
you took on the Sign of the Cook?
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Some Closing Thoughts … 
Well, I hope the time you’ve spent journeying 
through SIGN has been worth it.  Each and every 
believer is called to be a Sign that points people 
to Jesus.  But I hope you’ve picked up across this 
series that while we have the same good news 
to share, each of our Signs will look different.  As 
the Gospel seed takes root in your life and grows, 
may a thousand different flowers bloom, each in 
its own way reflecting the beauty of Christ and 
His Kingdom.  Paint, write, create, design, analyse, 
love, serve, ask, cook, excite, captivate … however 
you do it, make the most of every opportunity 
to embody and share the Gospel.  I know a guy 
who is a Sign through the way he designs shoes 
(http://www.fluevog.com/).  Everyone’s drawn 
by the funky styles and excellent craftsmanship, 
and intrigued by the messages imprinted on the 
rubber base: “Your sole directs your destiny”!  
My vision is that rather than evangelism being 
one man behind a microphone, we might instead 
contribute to a world where everywhere people 
look, they can’t but help see Signs pointing them 
to Jesus … countless parables embodying the Kingdom.  So, what’s your Sign?

One last thought: evangelism can be discouraging.  You pray, you care, you share, and still you may 
see little fruit.  Don’t fret.  Your efforts are never wasted.  I’ve heard that on average it takes around 
four years and twenty encounters with the Gospel before someone responds.  Someone sows, another 
waters, but God makes the seed grow (1 Corinthians 3:6-8)—so you’re one link in a long chain, a small 
part of the whole.  Be faithful in your calling.  And over time, your labour will bear fruit.  As it says in 
Psalm 126:5-6,

“Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow,

will doubtless return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.” 

But remember this, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6).  So go crazy and make your seed, and your Sign, count.

 

 God bless,

  Your brother in Christ and co-labourer in the Kingdom of God,

   Dave Benson



Sunday’s Sign … The LI F EG UARD
(Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 15:1-10; John 3:16-18)

Remember the shepherd leaving the secure 99 to save one lost 
sheep?  He totally left his comfort zone to track it down, and 
threw a huge party when all was well.  There are no two ways 
about it: Jesus came to seek and save those who are lost—
and He sends us to do the same.  Do I care about those away 
from Jesus?  Does my diary reflect this?  How am I throwing a 
life-line to those sinking all around me?  Salt’s for meat going 
off, not for heaping in a pile; light’s for dark places, not for one 
more bulb in an already bright room.  True Christians aren’t 
stuck in a “Church” building; the true church is a people who, 
like Jesus, are willing to cross the universe out of love to save 
a wayward planet.  So if you want to point people to Jesus, 
then be a LIFEGUARD … Leave the “Church” to embrace the 
world.

  What challenged you most in this message?

  How would your life and witness look different if you took 
on the Sign of the Life Guard?
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Session Notes: 03_SIGN 

writers

How Do I Get the Message Out?  What’s My Personal Plan?

Well written Signs always get read.  If you want to get a message out, then you’ve got to 
be intentional with how you write your Sign.  Who am I trying to reach?  What draws people to engage?  
Where will I place the Sign?  Now, God is arguably the best Sign Writer of all: the Rainbow, the Passover, 
the Sabbath, the Tabernacle, and the Virgin 
Birth, to name just a few.  Jesus follows 
suit: water into wine, blind made to see, 
mountain-top transfiguration, destruction 
of the Temple, and—for the pièce de 
résistance—the Sign of Jonah in resurrecting 
from the dead.  All of these Signs were 
written in spectacular fashion.  They were 
impactful and memorable; they married 
actions and words that drew people’s 
minds back to God.  But what about me?  
Who would ever read a Sign I wrote?  I’m 
unskilled, I’m weak, and I’m simple.  Maybe.  
But you’re just the kind of person God wants 
to use (1 Corinthians 1:17-31; 2 Corinthians 
12:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-10).  He wants to 
write Signs through you (Acts 4:29-31).  
If God could use Arthur Stace, then God can 
use you. … 

Arthur was a loser.  Forgive the bluntness, 
but there’s no better way to describe four 
decades of wasted life.  A Sydney local, Arthur followed in the footsteps of his alcoholic parents.  Living in 
poverty, he stole to survive, and by the age of fifteen Arthur was an illiterate ward of the state on his way 
to jail.  By his twenties he would mind his sister’s brothel and warn of police raids.  Forty-six years passed 
and Arthur was going no-where, noticed by no-one.  Except God.

So one day drunken Arthur wanders into a church, and hears the preacher go on about eternity: “Eternity, 
Eternity, I wish that I could sound or shout that word to everyone in the streets of Sydney.  You’ve got to 
meet it; where will you spend Eternity?”  Arthur’s heart was gripped by God.  He committed his life to 
the Lord, only to discover that God had big plans for Arthur to write Signs.  As Arthur explained, “Eternity 
went ringing through my brain and suddenly I began crying and felt a powerful call from the Lord to write 
Eternity.”  Arthur could hardly write his own name legibly, but the word Eternity “came out smoothly, in a 
beautiful copperplate script.  I couldn’t understand it, and I still can’t.”

setting the scene
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So, picture this: for 35 years Arthur would pound the pavements of Sydney every morning at 5am to 
avoid attention, and chalk the word Eternity … on side-walks, train stations, and wherever else God 
directed: 500,000 beautifully written Signs all pointing people to Jesus, the source of eternal life (John 
3:16; 10:10; 17:3; 1 John 5:10-12).  If not for a journalist snapping four photos of Arthur towards the end 
of his life, publishing his story, the legend of “Mr. Eternity” would remain a mystery.

Okay, so what’s the big deal?  Did anyone even read his Sign?  Actually, yes.  Arthur never knew the 
full extent of his impact.  But hundreds of people have since testified that it was Arthur’s beautiful 
Sign Writing that prompted their search for God and subsequent commitment to Jesus.  If you go to 
the National Museum of Australia in Canberra, you’ll find one of Arthur’s Eternity Signs featured in an 
“Eternity Gallery” telling the story of not-so-ordinary everyday Aussies.  Add to this an opera, and the 
lighting of the Sydney Harbour Bridge to kick off the year 2000, and you have Mr. Eternity’s legacy held 
high for all to see.

Can God use you?  Absolutely!  But how intentional are you as a Sign Writer?  The whole point of this 
series has been to get our witness outside the four walls of the Church building, so our Sign can be 
clearly seen by those who need it most.  You’ve got a clear Sign Post.  Your Sign Language makes sense.  
It’s time to be an Intentional Sign Writer whose message can be seen.  This session will guide you 
toward a clear plan for reaching the five people God has placed on your heart.  In all, we’ve detailed 
eight steps:

Learn > Pray > Serve > Extend > Bridge > Share > Connect > Challenge

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and those who win souls are wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

8 Steps to Being an Intentional Sign Writer
**Remember, after each step, flick to the back of this manual (pp. 70-71) and fill out the two-page 

chart entitled “SIGN STRATEGY: my plan for pointing people to Jesus.”**
(You may want to pencil it in for now, as after more thought and prayer the plan may change.)

Step 1: Learn

The first step to personal evangelism, learning, has been exactly what we’ve been doing for the last three 
weeks.  (If you’re needing encouragement at this point and are feeling apprehensive, give yourself a tick 
on this one and a pat on the back!)  Hopefully through SIGN you’ve gained a better handle on our role as 
evangelists, the message we carry, and an easy way to communicate the good news minus the religious 
jargon.  But this is just the beginning.  Use it or lose it!  Go back over what we’ve covered, and put these 
lessons into practice.  Then, have a think over where you’re weak and want to keep growing.  Perhaps 
you want some more pointers in sharing the message.  Maybe you would like to better understand our 
cultural context.  Or it might be time to face some of the tough questions head on and get into some 
apologetics?  The first two appendices will give you some ideas with this.  Whatever it is, make a plan 
and keep learning.  
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Step 2: Pray

Hopefully by now you’re in the habit of praying for friends and family who aren’t following Jesus.   The 
best place to start is to ask God who He especially wants you to reach. (Remember back to the prayer 
time in session one—who did God lay on your heart?)  Come up with a list of five people from your 
normal networks (e.g., family, work, university, school, sports groups) who you feel God brings to mind.  
Write their names down here … 

1. _________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________

4. _________________________________

5. _________________________________

Keep praying continually for these five people, that their hearts would be responsive to God’s invitation 
to join him in The Big Story. Your commitment is to pray for these people everyday.

Step 3: Serve

Between the devotions you’ve read and some of the ideas we explored last week, it should be pretty 
plain that your Sign is only as good as your capacity to love.  Serving is not something we do simply 
to set a person up to hear the Gospel.  The Lord of all Creation crossed the universe to serve, not to 
be served (Luke 12:37; John 13:1-17; Philippians 2:5-11).  And we are sent in like manner to serve the 
least, the last, the lame, the little, and the lost, absorbing the evil of the world in our bodies as a Sign of 
God’s amazing grace (Matthew 20:25-28; 25:31-46; Mark 2:17; Luke 18:16; 22:26-27; John 12:26; 13:35; 
20:19-21; Colossians 1:24).  Being a Sign is always sacrificial.  And it’s based on unconditional regard to 
always do what is in the best interest of the other.  That’s love.  No wonder the Greek word for “witness” 
is marturia, the root word from which we derive the English word martyr.  The most powerful witnesses 
are those who have died to their own agenda, and are living sacrifices (Romans 12:1) or literal martyrs 
for Christ:

“They triumphed over Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony [marturia]; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.” (Revelation 12:11)

If you took your call to serve seriously, what 
might it look like?  Perhaps Coral’s story says 
it best?

Watch this … 
  

Let’s get back to your plan to point people 
to Jesus.  The next step in your personal 
evangelism plan will be to find out what are 
some needs in the lives of those you’re trying 
to reach—needs that you can help meet in 
a natural way, whether they are physical, 
emotional, social, mental, or whatever.  This is 
really where the rubber starts to hit the road 
in terms of your witness.
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Step 4: Extend

Time for me to mount my favourite hobby horse.  Jesus said “Go!” into all the world, but most Christians 
and Churches stay comfortably in our cliques and expect outsiders to “Come!” (Matthew 28:18-20).  
Jesus said the Good Shepherd leaves the 99 to save the 1, so we must be pretty poor farmers as the 
vast majority of us Christians—myself included—are chilling in the safety of the fold (Luke 15:1-10). 
Just once I’d like someone to genuinely say of me, like they did of Jesus, “You’re a friend of some shady 
characters.”  (And the more vitriol in the tone, the better!)  The sad fact is that the longer we’re saved, 
the fewer non-Christian friends we have.  Church community is comfortable (at least for most Christians, 
it is—pity the outsider who tries to break into a defined friendship group).  We get fed and feel satisfied 
as we serve through all of our Church programs.  This isn’t rocket science: To reach people outside the 
Church, we need to spend time outside the Church.  I’m pulling no punches here, and in the process I’ve 
just given myself an uppercut.  Evacuating the Christian bubble is tough, especially if you’re paid to 
serve the church.

Perhaps you easily identified five people you want to point to Jesus.  Genuinely, that’s great!  But can I 
let you in on a secret?  Friendship evangelism by itself won’t cut it.  Have you noticed that, in general, 
most of your non-Christian friends are a lot like you—in dress, values, wealth, ethnicity, and so on?  It’s 
a basic social pattern that we naturally form friendships with those like us.  And here in lies the problem.  
Presently the Church is a skewed population, not reflecting the diversity we see in our country as a 
whole.  We’re older, we’re whiter, we’re richer, and we’re more politically conservative.  There’s nothing 
essentially wrong with any of these factors.  But if we only reach out to people like us, then who’s 
reaching out to immigrants, poor people, people with disabilities, blue-collar battlers, children and 
youth, skaters, Goths, LGBTs (Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, and Transgendered), drug addicts, prostitutes, 
and tax collectors.  (Okay, the last two were Jesus’ main priority, but you get the picture.)  If all we 
do is expect people to “Come” to us, or “Go” to those like us, then we’ve copped out on the Great 
Commission.  We must EXTEND and build new networks that reach those on the margins.

Step 5: Bridge

Now that you have built some rapport with the people you are reaching out to, this step is where your 
witness takes on a much more intentional flavour. This bridge could be a number of things...

1) Questions: Get in the habit of taking conversation deeper by asking insightful questions.  What was 
their happiest moment in life?  What’s the biggest challenge they’ve faced?  What are their hopes 
and fears for their family?  What do they want their lives to be remembered for when everything’s 
said and done?  You can ask more directly whether they’ve ever thought about the point of life, or 
God, or what happens when this life is over, or about their impressions of Christianity. These sorts 
of questions can lead to meaningful conversation.  Articles from sites like wonderingfair.com can be 
great discussion starters.

2) Gifts: You may give them a gift that is relevant to their needs but that also relates to faith (e.g., a good 
book, or a music CD).  But, always choose wisely and be careful to offer something clearly related to 
what you’ve talked together about before.  In general, you’re best to offer them something that has 
genuinely been helpful in your own life.

3) Tickets:  Perhaps there you could buy them a ticket to an outreach event run by the Church, like a 
musical performance, or an International Student Bush-Dance/Beach-Day.  Maybe there’s a movie 
showing or band performing that you know will bring up important themes as a springboard to 
exploring aspects of The Big Story?  (For example, the Narnia Series is a natural link.)

4) Invitation: Why not invite them to a social gathering with other Christians where the environment 
will likely spark questions.  You could host a dinner for eight, meet with some guys down the pub, 
with girls at a café, or organize a BBQ and game of backyard cricket.  
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(SOME RECOMMENDATIONS for READING GIFTS suited to the SCEPTIC and SPIRITUAL SEEKER) 

1. Tim Keller (The Prodigal God; The Reason for God; Counterfeit Gods)

2. Philip Yancey (Rumors of Another World; What’s So Amazing About Grace; Disappointment with God; 
Where is God When it Hurts?; Soul Survivor; The Jesus I Never Knew; Reaching for the Invisible God)

3. Lee Strobel (The Case for Christ; The Case for Faith; The Case for a Creator; The Case for the Real 
Jesus; God’s Outrageous Claims)

4. C. S. Lewis (Mere Christianity); G. K. Chesterton (Orthodoxy; The Everlasting Man)

5. N. T. Wright (Simply Christian)

6. Roy Williams (God, Actually … mostly orthodox, but written for the Australian context)

7. Rob Bell (Sex God); Brian McLaren (A Search for What Is Real); Donald Miller (Blue Like Jazz)

Step 6: Share

The point of this step is really to make good on your bridge, finding a natural way to share your 
testimony with your friends by using simple and helpful analogies so they understand the Gospel 
and have an opportunity to respond if they want to. Sometimes this will happen in your first couple of 
meetings with a person, other times it will take a whole lot longer to get to this point.   Sometimes you 
will feel like you shared well, other times you will feel like you screwed up. The whole point of sharing 
your testimony, though, is to share how God has changed your life. ... And if you’re straight-forward and 
humble in the delivery, this is a message no-one can refute.

Be natural. Be intentional. Be brief. The more opportunities you get to share, the more you’ll find yourself 
picking up on different themes in your story to connect with the other person (e.g., how God changed 
your heart, how God helped you through a tough time, or how belief in the Christian God gave solid 
answers to your biggest questions).   Ultimately, evangelism is sharing the Gospel—the Good News of 
God’s reign through Jesus—so don’t be shy.  The Epic Story tract will help carry the conversation forward.

Step 7: Connect

Most people today prefer to belong before they believe.  They want to build friendships, see if we’re a 
weird cult before they commit any further, and scrutinize our lives closely for evidence that the whole 
Jesus thing really is “good news.”  This has huge implications.  Our Christian community is the most 
powerful apologetic for believing, and disbelieving, the Gospel message.  You know what I mean.  Ever 
been to a “Christian” party, where you were glad your non-Church friends didn’t come?  People were 
tanking up and making out just like any regular party.  To quote Brennan Manning, “The greatest single 
cause of atheism in the world today is Christians.  They acknowledge Jesus with their lips, and then deny 
Him by their lifestyle.  That’s what an unbelieving world finds so unbelievable.”

The label of “hypocrite” is freely tossed around our society, but way too often it rightly sticks.  Like Paul 
said to the religious folks of His day, 

“It’s because of you that the outsiders are down on God” (Romans 2:24, MSG).

If you want people to read your Sign, then it’d better stand out from the background.  Same with our 
lives.  Earlier on I had a shot at the stupidity of salt staying in a big heap while the meat outside rots; 
likewise, you wouldn’t put all the light bulbs in one room while the rest of the house is dark.  Spread it 
around.  But here’s the opposite problem.  You’re in the world, but you’re of the world.  Jesus’ teaching 
on salt and light deserves spelling out:
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“You are the salt of the Earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.  You are the light of the 

world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)

So, be in the world, but not of the world.  We’re sent to rub ourselves into a world that would rot without 
some Godly preservatives.  We’re sent to shine some light in a world where way too many people 
stumble in darkness.  Stick close to God, and build Godly community that is a positive witness to the 
ones you’re trying to reach.

The truth is, when our lives reflect the radical love and inclusive attitude of Jesus, there is nothing more 
attractive than connecting in with Christian community.  So, this step is really for those who respond 
well to your Sign and are interested in checking out this Christianity thing a little deeper. You need to 
help them belong, and give them opportunities to explore their doubts and questions in a safe and low-
pressure environment.  Perhaps you could invite them along to an Alpha or Christianity Explained night, 
or even bring them along with you to a Church Service for a baptism or outreach.  Some people have 
even seen a positive response by connecting friends into their small group where they can see and hear 
the everyday reality of living in Christ (but check with your small group leader first!).  Check the Church 
calendar, and note upcoming events that might serve as a good connection point, and then start inviting 
your friends along.

Step 8: Challenge

Lucky last!  Remember last week when we explored the gift analogy?   Just as a gift is not yours until 
you reach out and receive it, there comes a time when we need to consider our response to Jesus.  For 
all who recognize they’ve missed the mark—that our sin puts us on the wrong side of a just God who 
will one day deal with all evil and set everything right—we still have to acknowledge our failures and 
rebellion against God and rethink our ways to align with Christ and His Kingdom.  (That’s repentance—
saying sorry and turning to go God’s way.)  Repentance is the gateway to reconciliation with God.  In an 
age where we don’t want to ask anything of anyone for fear of offending, this is an issue.

Granted, if you’ve clearly Sign Posted the way to God, then your friend should have enough knowledge 
to be saved.  That said, most people are unsure exactly what’s involved in entering God’s Kingdom, and 
they need someone to gently guide them through.

So here are a few simple suggestions:

(1) If you’ve previously shared The Big Story, and you sense in the Spirit that your friend wants to follow 
Jesus, just ask them this basic question:

Is there anything right now stopping you from getting right with God and following 
Jesus as Lord (Boss/King/Ruler/Master) of your life?

If “yes,” then this gives you an avenue to talk over the particular issue, or objection.  You might circle 
back through sharing The Big Story with some timely analogies that speak to their concern.  Remember, 
you’re not a sales-person using any bait-and-switch strategy to secure a deal and make a sale.  Help them 
count the cost, and understand that a “Yes” to Jesus means “Yes” for life and a “No” to placing other 
things at the centre of your identity.  It’s the equivalent of a marriage vow: “For better or worse, richer or 
poorer, till death do we part.”  God’s not joining their team to make their life great.  Instead, God’s calling 
them to join His team, align with His Kingdom (Matthew 6:33), and only then will they find the real “me” 
God had in mind when He called their life into being.  God accepts us just as we are, and we can only 
change through His grace.  That said, Jesus didn’t downplay His Lordship when the Rich Young Ruler 
refused to bow his knee and kept idolising money. … Jesus let him walk (Luke 18:18-30; cf. Luke 9:57-62).
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You get the point.  We’re not called to make converts who use Jesus for some get-out-of-Hell-free-card 
and a cheap ticket to Heaven.  We’re called to make disciples—people who understand that Jesus is 
the true King of the Universe.  He will one day be worshipped as Lord by every tongue and bent knee, 
so being a Christian is about living under God’s reign right now as a Sign of what is to come.  To borrow 
another metaphor, we’re to stick so close to Jesus our teacher, walking in His very steps, that we become 
covered in the dust of the Rabbi (1 John 2:6).  

Forgiveness is free, but it costs our whole life.  But this is no dud-deal.  In Christ we find the pearl of 
great price for which we’re wise to give up all we have to gain this treasure.  In Christ we’re forgiven of 
our sins, given a new heart and mind that increasingly desires to walk in ways that bring life, empowered 
by the Spirit to help heal a hurting world, grafted into a community of unconditional love, and looking 
forward to the day when God rewards His faithful servants and resurrects this whole cosmos and us with 
it to a world without pain and suffering where we rule with Christ.  Your story of transformation is just 
a taster of the abundant life to come.  So even as you challenge them to count the cost, make sure you 
explain why the Gospel really is good news.

(2) If, after counting the cost, they can honestly say there is nothing stopping them from following Christ, 
then ask them something like this:

Would you like to give your life to Jesus right now?

If Yes, then lead them in a basic prayer that includes the following elements:

1.  Admit your need (I am a sinner).
2.  Be willing to turn from your sins and align with Christ and His Kingdom (repent).
3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave (trust).
4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit, 

now living for Him (receive Him as Lord and Saviour).

The exact wording isn’t the key—it’s the person’s heart.  The shortest prayer of repentance was on the 
cross next to Jesus: “Lord, remember me when you enter your Kingdom” (Luke 23:42-43).

So, they could pray something straight from the heart.  Or, you could pray something like the following, 
leaving gaps for them to repeat after you.

God, I’m sorry for the wrong things I’ve done.  I’ve been going my own way.  Forgive me.
Thank you Jesus for standing in for me, dying on the cross and rising again so I can be free.
Take my life and restore it to what you made me to be.  I want to go your way now.
Thanks that I’m part of your family.  Fill me with your Holy Spirit, and give the power I need to be healed, 
and to help heal others.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

You can even use The Big Story’s five key phrases as your guide.

Honestly, there is nothing more miraculous or exciting than a person being transferred from the Kingdom 
of Darkness to the Kingdom of Light—from being lost and bound by their own self-obsession, to being 
freed and focused outwards to love God, love others, and cultivate this planet.  All Heaven throws a 
party.  So whether they feel anything or not, get excited with them!

And be sure to give them lots of support, especially over the next month.  Connect them into a 
discipleship program through the Church, and link them into a supportive group of friends.  Walk with 
them in the everyday rhythms of grace, through prayer, reading the Word and applying it in their life, 
corporate worship, and sharing of their faith.  And above all, pray for them daily and love them with all 
you’ve got.

So, don’t be afraid to challenge your friend to respond to Jesus.  This may be the one thing holding them 
back from entering into eternal life right now.
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Week 3 >> Model Your Witness off some Stellar Signs
Week 3 – Day 1: The Woman by the Well

Read: John 4:1-42
Key Scripture: John 4:39-42

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they urged Him to stay with them, and He 
stayed two days. And because of His words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We 

no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this 
man really is the Saviour of the world.”

Question 3.1:  What makes Jesus’ witness so effective in this encounter?  Who are the “Samaritans” 
in our culture or everyday life that we can point to Jesus by accepting them? What are some ways you 
could demonstrate Christ’s acceptance and love for them?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Well written Signs always get read.  No matter how simple or ill-equipped you are, 
God can powerfully use you, bringing you joy, and Him glory.  But the best Sign Writers are always 
intentional, making sure their message gets out.  Read over pp. 45-46 “Setting the Scene.” 

Week 3 – Day 2: Healing a Man with Demons

Read: Mark 5:1-20
Key Scripture: Mark 5:19-20

Jesus said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how 
He has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much 

Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

Question 3.2: What makes Jesus’ witness so effective in this encounter?  Jesus restored and transformed 
this man’s life by setting him free; how would your closest non-Christian friend’s life look different if 
Christ set them “free”?  With the help of the Holy Spirit, how can you demonstrate to them the freedom 
and mercy God offers?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: What’s your next learning step to becoming a better Sign?  Which five people will you 
regularly pray for, and how will you practically and sacrificially serve them out of love?  Read over 
pp. 46-47 (Steps 1-3, Learn, Pray, Serve) and prayerfully fill out your “Sign Strategy” pp. 70-71.  

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 3 >> Model Your Witness off some Stellar Signs

Week 3 – Day 3: Peter Addresses the Crowd

Read: Acts 2:14-41
Key Scripture: Acts 2:38-41

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and 

for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; 
and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his 

message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

Question 3.3: What stands out in how Peter approaches the crowd, and why do you think he is so 
effective in witnessing to them? What are some principles you can adopt in light of Peter’s boldness and 
clarity, as you tell others the truth of Jesus?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: How will you evacuate the Christian bubble and reach those unlike yourself?  How 
can you build a bridge for an intentional witness with each of your five friends, and share some 
of your own story?  Read over pp. 48-49 (Steps 4-6, Extend, Bridge, Share) and prayerfully fill out 
your “Sign Strategy” pp.70-71.  

Week 3 – Day 4: Paul Addresses the Culture

Read: Acts 17:16-31 
Key Scripture: Acts 17:22-23

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way 
you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, 

I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship 
as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.”

Question 3.4: Paul toured Athens (the “marketplace”) before engaging the Areopagus.  How can you 
get a finger on the pulse for our society, in search of bridges and barriers to the Gospel?  What are the 
“unknown gods” that are worshipped in our culture?  What do your friends live for, and how does the 
Gospel address their deepest concerns in a relevant way?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: How can you better connect your friends into genuine Christian community?  And how 
might you lovingly challenge each one to respond to the Gospel?  Read over pp. 49-51 (Steps 7-8, 
Connect, Challenge) and prayerfully fill out your “Sign Strategy” pp. 70-71.  

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Week 3 >> Model Your Witness off some Stellar Signs
Week 3 – Day 5: Eating with the Sinners

Read: Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 19:1-10 

Key Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and ‘sinners’ came and ate 
with Him and His disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, “Why does your 

teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  

For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Question 3.5: Jesus’ radical love and inclusion paved the way for people to respond to God’s grace in the 
Gospel; “tax collectors and sinners” were drawn to Jesus. Are people on the margins drawn to you, and 
could you truly be called a friend of sinners?  Why or why not?  What one step will you take to love and 
embrace those who may never set foot in a Church Building? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recapping: Who are you inviting to “Church in the Park,” and what’s your first step in applying 
all you’ve learned?  What Seed will you sow, and what Signs will you construct?  Read over pp. 
43-44 “Where to from here?” and “Some Closing Thoughts,” print off your Sign Strategy, and start 
prayerfully putting it into practice.  (Also, don’t forget to check out the appendices, pp. 55-66.) 

SIGN >> Daily Journal 
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Appendix_01

Want M ore M eaty Train ing ?
>>Look here for group curricula and activities, key web-sites, and books to read>>

Group Curricula

Bill Hybels’ “Walk Across the Room”

>> Comprising a book, DVD, and study guide, this 4 session series is the perfect follow up to SIGN.  I 
won’t give too much away here, but it’s really practical, inspiring, and empowering as it teaches you 
the amazing difference you can make to another’s eternity simply by taking the risk to walk across the 
room and reach out in conversation to those beyond your comfort zone.

Paul E. Little’s “How to Give Away Your Faith”

>> Written back in 1966, this nine-chapter book continues to be one of the best guides to cultivating 
an evangelistic life.  Perhaps your small group members could each purchase a copy, taking turns to 
build basic group studies around each chapter to cement what you’ve read?  Paul Little writes from a 
wealth of experience, and offers many insightful tips to witness naturally.  

Ray Comfort and Kirk Cameron’s “Way of the Master” (WOTM)

>> Especially if you’re into street evangelism, you can’t go past www.wayofthemaster.com/ as a hub for 
techniques, tracts, and training tools.  Check out their basic approach with this flash presentation: 
http://www.livingwaters.com/good/AreYouGood.html.  Every person will say they’re a “good 
person,” but each of us also has a conscience aware that we fall woefully short of God’s standard 
for righteousness as laid out in the Ten Commandments.  WOTM explores this tension, and uses 
the Law to bring us to recognize our need before a Holy God for grace and mercy, provided through 
Jesus’ substitutionary sacrifice.  Whether you work through the DVD series, join the School of Biblical 
Evangelism, listen to “Hell’s Best Kept Secret,” or read one of Ray Comfort’s entertaining books (“You 
Can Lead an Atheist to Evidence But You Can’t Make Him Think!”), there’s always lots to learn.  That 
said, their approach does play into some of the unfortunate stereotypes surrounding evangelism.  So, 
learn some great skills, and then perhaps incorporate the analogies and approach within a broader 
frame like that offered here in SIGN.

Rob Bell’s Nooma DVD “Trees”

>> This 15 minute DVD is a fantastic example of sharing The Big Story in a way that connects with our 
culture.  Borrow or buy a copy, show it to your small group, and then work through some of the 
questions in the DVD’s insert for a great one week study.  It’s also a great resource to lend to a non-
Christian friend who wants to get a handle on what Christianity is about.
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Web-Sites to Explore
SIGN Magazine

>> A lot of the material in this course bounces off ideas explored in the quarterly e-magazine we’ve put 
together called SIGN.  SIGN is designed to inject new life into our witness in a post-Christendom/
post-modern age, giving new words for the old story and fresh ideas in place of stale formulas.  Shoot 
an email to david.benson@kbc.org.au and you’ll be registered to automatically receive each edition.  
But, if you’re keen to check out a number of the foundational back issues, then you can read it online:

 http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/sign_09june (“what is evangelism?”) 
 http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/sign2_09july17_e-mag_ (“what’s our message?”)
 http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/sign_september2009 (“a Spirit-empowered witness”)
 http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/sign_09december (“incarnational evangelism”)

http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing-it-on/

>> This web-address is a launching point to the couple of teaching videos you watched during the course 
(The Big Story and The Judge Analogy).  Additionally, you can follow the links to share your story, and 
engage in a forum discussion surrounding how to be an effective Sign in a world like ours.

http://offthemap.com 

>> If you’re tired of program based evangelism, and want it to be doable for ordinary Christians—like 
Jesus’ own model of interaction with outsiders was—then this is your site.  It’s fresh, creative, and 
for the spiritually adventurous it offers a guide for evangelism when you’re off the map traditional 
approaches follow.  The “ordinary attempts” page is gold for practical ideas. 

http://www.rejesus.co.uk/home/index_n

>> A British site offering a good example of internet evangelism, reaching out to seekers who are jaded 
with traditional Church but are open to re-considering Jesus.

http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/

>> Two-Ways to Live is how the Sydney Anglicans (Matthias Media) explain the Gospel.  It’s true to The 
Big Story, and explains the faith in a Kingdom-centred way.  Also, check out their “Two Ways” tract.  

http://wonderingfair.com

>> This blog bridges the gap to secular culture, by gently revealing the identity of the “unknown gods” 
we worship.  This is a great example of thoughtful Christianity in action.

Meaty Reads
Theological Foundations For Evangelism

The Study of Evangelism: Exploring a Missional Practice of the Church 
  (edited by Paul Chilcote & Laceye Warner)
>> Pretty much all the heaviest theological hitters in one volume, laying out the most solid foundation 

possible for understanding our call to mission and evangelism in the world.

The Gospel in a Pluralist Society; Open Secret; Truth to Tell (Lesslie Newbigin)
>> Newbigin was a fantastic theologian who forged his understanding of, and approach to, sharing the 

Gospel, over decades while in the challenging pluralistic context of Indian mission.   
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The Ragamuffin Gospel (Brennan Manning)

>> Perhaps the odd book out in this collection, Manning’s book is an incredibly inspiring exploration of 
God’s amazing grace, and how this should shape our understanding, living, and communication of the 
Gospel.  Brennan writes from the perspective of a reforming alcoholic.

The Master Plan of Evangelism, with study guide (Robert E. Coleman)

>> If you can get a book on evangelism to sell over a million copies, you must be saying something 
important!  This classic on evangelism has gone through over 60 reprints, and is still one of the best 
books unpacking Jesus’ pattern of evangelism.  His call is to deeper engagement, life-on-life, rather 
than large but superficial evangelistic events.  Coleman guides us through the eight phases of Jesus’ 
ministry with the twelve disciples: selection, association, consecration, impartation, demonstration, 
delegation, supervision, and reproduction.  Well worth a read, and even a study as a group, using the 
discussion questions provided.

Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense; Surprised by Hope (N. T. Wright)

>> A great guide by a top theologian to understanding the core of our mission and message.

A Theology for the 21st Century of the Church in Mission and Evangelism (Dave Benson)

>> We live in challenging times for sharing about Jesus.  So, how are we to understand our call to point 
people to Jesus?  Our fundamental need today is not for new techniques, but rather a substantial 
theology that grounds all we do.  This essay explores the motivation, mode, message, and medium 
for being a faithful and effective witness in the 21st Century.  You can read this essay online, at 
http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/evangelism-mission-theology.  

Understanding Our Cultural Situation
Most of the following books come from the American context, but the overlap is significant enough to 
still learn a load about the people we’re trying to reach.

They Like Jesus but Not the Church: Insights from Emerging Generations (Dan Kimball)

>> This book is probably one of the best ways to get a feel for our culture’s attitude toward Christianity, 
and how we can engage the increasing numbers who think Jesus is maybe alright, but the Church is a 
waste of space.  Kimball is sensitive to our context, but thoroughly orthodox in his theology, making 
his book a good read.   

UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity—and Why It Matters 
  (David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons)

>> Based on solid research from the Barna Group, surveying 16-29 year olds outside of Christianity, 
this book explores the most common perception of Christians that are making us look unChristian.  
Perhaps the best feature of this book is the contribution of key Christian leaders at the end of each 
chapter, laying out an alternative vision of who we are and what we should be about, that would 
revolutionize the public’s understanding of the faith.
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Lord Save Us from Your Followers: Why Is the Gospel of Love Dividing America? (Dan Merchant)

>> Also known as “The Bumper Sticker Man,” Dan Merchant travelled across America in a suit made 
of all kinds of bumper stickers (“Jesus Saves” etc.) getting into meaningful conversations with 
your average outsider to Christianity in America.  He explores why there is such backlash against 
Christianity today, and lays out some great suggestions (from a somewhat liberal perspective) for 
bringing Love back into the what and why of sharing the Gospel.

Australian Soul: Religion and Spirituality in the 21st Century (Gary Bouma)

>> Finally, a sufficiently rigorous but accessible book exploring the spiritual situation in contemporary 
Australia.  This offers great insight into where your neighbours and non-Christian family and friends 
are at in their thinking and attitude to Christianity, informing your own witness.

The Thinking Teen (Dave Benson)

>> Check out chapter three in this academic project, exploring the cultural situation for Australian, 
American, British, and Canadian non-Christian adolescents, especially as it affects their attitude 
to Christianity and the Bible.  If you’ve heard words like postmodernism, pluralism, secularism, 
consumerism, and the like, and want a way into understanding the signs of the times so that you can 
share more effectively, then this may be a helpful place to start.  You can access it from 
http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/the_thinking_teen. 

Best Books For Seekers
Back in session 3 (Step 5, Bridge > Gifts) I suggested a range of best books to give away to spiritual 
seekers.  Try reading these before you give them away, as then you’ll have confidence in what you’re 
giving, providing a platform for further discussion.  (The bonus is that this reading will also help you grow 
in your own understanding of the Gospel and how to share it in non-religious ways that call people to 
freedom in Christ.)  Rather than re-state all the same books here again, I want to highlight what I believe 
are the two best books to give away, both by the same author …  

The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith + 
The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (Tim Keller)

>> Tim Keller is Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, and is shaping up as a C.S. 
Lewis of the 21st Century.  He has one finger on the pulse of our post-Christendom culture, and 
another on the heart-beat of God in the Bible, making him an amazing example of contextualized 
evangelism.  The Prodigal God is ideal for those with some Christian background, who have rejected 
the Church as irrelevant to life or legalistic and restrictive.  It repaints the heart of the Christian 
faith through an exploration of Luke 15, exploring two ways to die (younger brother = self-satisfying 
sinning; older brother = self-righteous moralism), but one way to live (receiving grace from the 
prodigal God).  Then, The Reason for God is ideal for non-Christian friends with substantial objections 
to Christianity, but who perhaps haven’t understood what following Jesus is all about.  The first half of 
the book deals with six objections (e.g., salvation through Jesus alone is too exclusive; I can’t literally 
believe the Bible), and the second half of the book lays out a fresh and beautiful understanding of 
Christian belief, especially the Gospel.  Read it, then give it away!
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Becoming a More Effective and Intentional Sign Post to Jesus
True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In (James Choung)

>> Half story, half guide on how to share your faith, this book does an excellent job exploring the way we 
understand and explain the Gospel.  Choung challenges escapist versions of faith, and lays out “The 
Four Circles” approach to witnessing, where we have a mission right here and now on this Earth.  His 
method forms the basis for our approach in sharing The Big Story.

Just Walk Across the Room (Bill Hybels)

>> Reviewed earlier, this is a fantastic place to start if you want to sharpen your witness.

Becoming a Contagious Christian (Bill Hybels and Mark Mittelberg)

>> This book, written before Just Walk Across the Room, gives more detail on the what of evangelism: 
discover your own evangelism style; develop contagious Christian character; learn to direct 
conversation towards matters of faith, and so forth.  It’s a useful evangelism manual.

The Unexpected Adventure: Taking Everyday Risks to Talk with People about Jesus 
  (Lee Strobel and Mark Mittelberg)

>> Evangelism is meant to be an unexpected adventure, following God’s Spirit to step out and share with 
whoever He lays on your heart.  What could happen if you took this seriously, if you engaged the 
adventure?  This book gives you a taste, tying together stories and solid teaching.

Questioning Evangelism: Engaging People’s Hearts the Way Jesus Did (Randy Newman)

>> What do you do when people don’t want to hear about Christianity?  Follow Jesus’ lead and ask a 
question.  Half evangelism, half apologetics, Newman’s book guides you to understand the questions 
people are asking of us as Christians (e.g. Why are Christians so intolerant?), and the kind of 
questions we can ask to open up a genuine discussion leading to life.

The Complete Evangelism Guidebook: Expert Advice on Reaching Others for Christ, 2nd edition
  (edited by Scott Dawson)

>> This book brings together over twenty of the most influential evangelists across the world (Luis 
Palau, Josh McDowell, Rick Warren, etc.) to each share punchy insights (about 8 pages per chapter) 
into more effectively sharing Christ with a whole range of people groups: family, friends, co-
workers, strangers, senior adults, athletes, military, Buddhists, Muslims, Asian students, addicts, the 
unemployed, singles, lesbians, and on and on it goes—a great guide at a glance.

Power Evangelism (John Wimber)

>> Ever noticed the pattern in the Bible: the Spirit moves in power, and people get saved?  Wimber, the 
founder of the Vineyard Christian Churches movement, strikes an excellent balance theologically 
as he explores what it means to work with the Spirit as you share the faith.  Heard of divine 
appointments and power encounters?  Both often-used terms trace back to this book.  It’s a fantastic 
read, and will really change the way you view your call to point people to Jesus.
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Radical Reformission: Reaching Out Without Selling Out (Mark Driscoll)

>> Ever feel like Christianity has become too domesticated, too safe?  Wondering what happened to the 
radicals who used to reach out in a way that was culturally relevant yet on fire for Jesus?  Driscoll will 
challenge your categories, and give you a glimpse of what your faith could be.  

Witnessing Without Fear: How to Share Your Faith with Confidence (15th Anniversary Edition)
  (Bill Bright, foreword by Billy Graham)

>> Another classic evangelism book, this time written by the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, Bill 
Bright.  This book helps you discover a natural but confident witness as you seek to point those you 
love toward Christ.  It’s very practical, and there’s lots to learn here. 
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Appendix_02

Caught O ut?  S ome G uides to G ood Apologetics

>>Look here for great links giving quick answers to tough questions >>

Rather than bombard you with a million resources on apologetics, I’ll keep this appendix down to a bare 
minimum that I think will be most helpful.  Why offer this appendix on apologetics at all?  Because loving 
God and loving others involves using not just our heart, strength, and soul, but also our mind.  In sharing 
with others, we need to be prepared with the reason for the hope that lies within, giving good answers 
to good questions as people genuinely search for how to make sense of their lives (1 Peter 3:15-17).  
At times this involves challenging common wisdom of our age that blocks people’s ears to the Gospel 
(2 Corinthians 10:5).  At other times it involves removing barriers and building bridges, looking for what 
we may commend in the life and thinking of a spiritual seeker (like Paul with the Areopagus in Acts 17).  
Even if you aren’t the questioning type, love of God and neighbour demands that we grow in our ability 
to understand the what and why of Christian belief, so we can share it as a warranted and good gift to 
those apart from Christ.  Unless they understand the Gospel, how can it take root and grow (Matthew 
13:19).

Web-Sites
www.leestrobel.com

>> Lee Strobel is pretty famous for his “The Case for …” books.  But his web-site is also noteworthy, 
unique in that it’s almost exclusively video based.  If you’re investigating questions of the faith, or 
wanting to direct friends to helpful 3 minute answers as a conversation starter, then this is a great site 
to surf.

http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/caught-out/

>> Tough questions always come when they’re least expected. They put you on the spot. They make you 
sweat over your intellectual, ethical, and emotional responses to pressing problems that you know 
are important—wars, poverty, humanity’s origin, God’s existence, globalization, climate change, other 
religions, eternal destiny. When hit with a really difficult question, what could you say? Whether 
you’ve got too much to say and don’t know where to start, or you have nothing to say and want to 
run and hide—and even if you aren’t a Christian and just want to make sense of what life is really 
about—then these small group discussion notes are for you.  This site has a video of the talk given 
at Kenmore Baptist Church back in 2009, offering a guide for how you might answer perhaps the top 
ten questions thrown at Christians today: hypocrisy, God’s existence, suffering, science, pluralism, 
unnecessary, irrelevant, Bible, prayer, and freedom.  The discussion guide is ideal for small group 
studies to sharpen your understanding of the faith and how to communicate it in everyday language 
to those sceptical of what we believe.  Also, the notes guide you to more reading on each of these 
ten topics.  
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Books
The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism; Counterfeit Gods (Tim Keller)

What’s So Great About Christianity?  (Dinesh D’Souza)

The Case for Christ; The Case for Faith; The Case for a Creator; The Case for the Real Jesus
 (Lee Strobel)

Who Made God? And Answers to 100 Other Tough Questions of Faith
 (Ravi Zacharias and Norman Geisler)

The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog, 4th ed. (James W. Sire)

Mere Christianity (C. S. Lewis)

Orthodoxy; The Everlasting Man (G. K. Chesterton)

Beyond Opinion: Living the Faith We Defend (edited by Ravi Zacharias)

Bridge-building: Effective Christian Apologetics (Alister McGrath)

The God Who Is There; He Is There and He Is Not Silent (Francis Schaeffer)

Humble Apologetics (John G. Stackhouse Jr.)

God, Actually: Why God Probably Exists, Why Jesus was Probably Divine, and Why the ‘Rational’ 
Objections to Religion are Unconvincing (Roy Williams)

New Evidence that Demands a Verdict (Josh McDowell)

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Norman Geisler and Frank Turek)
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Appendix_03

T he B ig S tory, Crystal C lear
>>Look here for one way our Church explains the Gospel to first-time guests>>

Understanding the Story You’re Living In  
(Or, “What’s so good about the Gospel?”)

Looking From the Outside In 

Welcome to Kenmore Baptist Church for today’s service.  If you’re a regular here, or familiar with the 
Church scene, then this outline might be a good reminder of what we’re all about—but you can probably 
skip on by.  But … if you’re feeling a bit out of place, confused, or wondering how you ended up in the 
building, then this outline is for you!  

Among the sights and scenes in this service, you must have noticed what looks like passionate karaoke—
hundreds of people facing a screen, singing with their whole heart about Jesus, slain lambs, and a 
risen Saviour, occasionally swaying or raising their hands like at a rock concert.  (We call this worship—
something we all do in one form or another, placing some ‘god’ at the centre of our life, making sacrifices 
to it and singing its praises—whether a career, our kids, self, a sport, a band, money, a relationship, a 
guru, or God.)  

You’ve also heard some sort of mini-lecture (a sermon) intended to shape our thinking and lives to be 
in tune with the way the universe really is—the way it works best.  But the gist of the message may 
still be a mystery to you.  It’s what we call “the Gospel,” and it literally means “the good news.”  It’s a 
phrase that we hear way back at the very start of Jesus’ mission in the world: “Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the Gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the Gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15).  And here’s where you might start switching off, 
for the church is famous for jargon: Gospel, Kingdom, repent, and on it goes.   You see, unless these 
powerful words are unpacked, I might as well be speaking another language for all the sense it makes.

You probably already know this, but the church—and often Christianity as a whole—is a confusing 
enigma to many people.  Most Australians know someone who is a Christian, and have a “believer” 
or two back in the family tree, but aren’t personally connected with the church.  Most can locate a 
Bible, but few have read it.  A lot of people recognize the words—Jesus Christ, Saviour, cross, sin, 
righteousness, resurrection, etc.—but they no longer make sense or connect into a coherent whole.  It 
only becomes more confusing when you enter a Church service and have to decipher all the symbols and 
stories.

Now, in a four page outline like this, I couldn’t possibly hope to demystify all that is the church and 
Christianity.  But, I am hoping to serve as your tour guide to cross the cultural divide, helping you see 
what’s so good about the Gospel.  To do this, however, I need to connect you into the much bigger story 
contained in the Bible.  
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Thank God You’re Here! 

Have you ever seen the T.V. show “Thank God You’re Here”?  The premise of the show is simple: “dress 
someone in a costume and get them to step through a door into a world they know nothing about.”  
Who knows what the scene is on the other side of the door—a party, a courtroom, an emergency?  
Whatever it is, the actors, with minimal knowledge, have to bluff their way through until they can 
understand the story they’re living in.  The humour comes as they do and say things totally inappropriate 
to the scene.  But isn’t this a lot like our lives on Earth?  We are born into a confusing story, greeted with 
“Thank God you’re here!” and then we wander the planet for decades trying to make sense of our lives!  

There is no shortage of stories that try to tell us what life is about—that we’re a chemical accident, or 
that existence is illusory, or that we’re the experiment of a disinterested God.  The problem, as humans, 
is that none of us has a bird’s eye view to objectively see the kind of story we’re in.  Starting from 
ourselves and reasoning up, we can’t answer the big questions of how we got here, the meaning of life, 
the cause of the human problem, the solution to this dilemma, and where we’re headed.  That is, of 
course, unless someone outside the system speaks into the world to tell us what we could never find out 
for ourselves.

And this is precisely what Christians believe God has done.  As the Christian philosopher Francis 
Schaeffer often said, “God is there, and He is not silent.”  The Creator of the world has revealed Himself 
by speaking through chosen people across history—and in the process, He has helped us understand 
ourselves.  The cosmic story He has told answers our foundational questions concerning origins, 
purpose, morality, salvation, and destiny.  Christians believe that the Biblical story is not only reasonable, 
but that it offers the best fit for what we know of the universe and its form, and our human nature—that 
is, this story is coherent and complete, making sense of phenomena including the success of science, 
our moral instinct, our desire for knowledge and truth, our sense of beauty and morality, personality, 
consciousness, memory, and, most importantly, the centrality of love to human existence.  Now this 
story goes beyond being a good fit—as another made-up story might—in that it intersects with real 
history on planet Earth.  The Biblical story does not shy away from making claims that can be tested—
that there is evidence of an intelligent designer behind nature; that the Bible fairly captures the history 
of Israel and her hopes for a Saviour; and that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection really happened, 
fulfilling hundreds of ancient prophecies.  It’s impossible to prove such claims—as it is to prove anything 
given humanity’s limits and bias—but if you are willing to search, it’s likely that you’ll find such beliefs 
are warranted and trustworthy.

We all live according to the story we think we’re in.  Too often, though, we dismiss another’s story 
without every really hearing or understanding it.  Take the time to enter into the Biblical story, and see 
how well it makes sense of all that you know.  This (true) story is not a dusty legend, but a living hope 
that animates all Christians.  And you may be surprised to find that your own life journey—of need, 
struggle, and longed for victory—comes alive within these pages.  In broad brush strokes, here’s how it 
goes …     

A Cosmic Story in Five Scenes

The real beginning of the story is with God Himself—an eternal, uncreated, and personal being, one in 
essence, and yet three in persons, united in a divine dance of love.  (That’s what Christians mean by the 
Trinity.)  But let’s pick up the story with Creation.  You see, God designed us for good.  We were made to 
love God, love others, and lovingly tend this world to make it fruitful.  Humanity was appointed as God’s 
cosmic gardener of sorts, to image His loving community among Father, Son, and Spirit in the world.  
You’ve probably heard of Adam and Eve as the headwaters for humanity, the first people.  You may not 
know that Adam literally means “the man,” while Eve means “lifegiver.”  Their story is our story.
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And from this privileged position, “the man” and “the lifegiver”—every man and every woman—have 
fallen.  We have all rejected our status as creatures, and told the Creator to go jump.  In pursuit of 
freedom, knowledge, and power apart from God, we have abandoned our identity.  (Perhaps you 
don’t appreciate it now, but seeking “freedom” without God—or worse yet, freedom from God—is 
like a train seeking freedom from the tracks.  It’s like a plant without soil, a car without a driver, lungs 
without oxygen, and a body without blood.)  In turn, we have despised God, abused our neighbours, 
and vandalized the Earth.  And the just Creator calls it “sin.”  We’ve fallen short of our own standards, 
let alone God’s perfection, and we are rightly judged by God’s law written both in the Bible and on our 
hearts.  When the gardener goes awry, the garden suffers too.  Scene two: this world is damaged by evil.  

Thankfully, the story doesn’t finish with this sad state of affairs.  You see, God was in the habit of 
choosing the few to bless the many.  Take Israel, for instance.  The Jews had a long history of God 
working with their nation so that they would help a hurting world.  He freed them, and blessed them, so 
they would free and bless every other nation on Earth (the book of Exodus covers this).  By Jesus’ day, 
this was hard to appreciate as they were living in virtual slavery, their home country of Israel occupied 
by the Roman Empire.  But God had promised that one day He would send a Saviour to save them from 
their strife, judge all the evil in the world, and become the King of all Kings (see Psalm 2).  So when Jesus 
rocks up saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
Gospel,” the Jews really paid attention.  Jesus was claiming to be the Saviour of the world.5   

The Kingdom of Heaven—a.k.a. The Kingdom of God—is where God’s will for peace, abundance, 
happiness, health, beauty, and freedom, is reality across the whole world—where God Himself reigns 
and is King.  Jesus was basically saying, “Repent!  Turn from your own agenda and align your life with 
God.”  If you do, then you’ll be forgiven and flourish.  If you don’t, then you’ll miss out ... and worse, 
you’ll be under God’s judgment, as each person shares the blame for why the world is such a mess 
(Romans 3:23; 6:23).

This brings us to the third scene.  God had a plan so we could be restored for better.  It turns out that 
God was less interested in a blood-bath and dethroning the Roman Empire, and more interested in 
identifying with us in our struggling state and standing in our place, paying for the wrong that we’ve 
all done.  He didn’t just want to free Israel; God so loved the whole cosmos that He had a plan to 
liberate every person, every nation, and even our groaning planet, from every force bent on death and 
destruction.  To understand this, you need to know a bit more about Jesus’ life and message, for he is the 
plan (John 3:16-18; 14:6).

Jesus dedicated himself to demonstrating what the Kingdom of God is like.  You can find his mission 
statement in Luke 4:18-19:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

Rather than violent retaliation, Jesus taught radical compassion.  (Check out the “Sermon on the Mount” 
in Matthew chapters 5-7).  Rather than setting up a clique for the rich and popular, he hung out with the 
oppressed—the poor, the sick, children, women, orphans, tax collectors, and prostitutes.  He called for 
disciples—a band of committed followers—who would serve even their enemies in recognition that God 
was about forgiving the repentant, not destroying them.  Because ultimately love wins, they could freely 
love everyone.

   5You may not realize that not only do multiple and independent eye-witness accounts in the Bible support Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection, but that around 14 ancient historical sources—many of these hostile witnesses—corroborate 
what the Bible teaches (such as Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny, and so forth).  For those of you wanting to investigate the evidence, 
check out Lee Strobel’s books, The Case for Christ, and also The Case for the Real Jesus.
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This kind of radical love led Jesus to his death.  God would have been justified in judging and destroying 
all people for their wrongdoing right then and there.  Instead, He revealed His amazing love for us by 
taking the punishment we deserved.  Over 700 years before Jesus, God revealed to the Jews that the 
“suffering servant” would stand in humanity’s place and, through his sacrifice, freely offer forgiveness 
to anyone who would repent (see Isaiah 52:13-53:12).  Jesus was the Saviour of the world, the King of 
Kings and the Prince of Peace, but as the suffering servant he brought peace to the world through his 
nail-pierced hands (John 20:19-23).  He died on the cross, and was buried in the ground—a sad, but 
unfinished, story.

What happened next?  Literally, a dead man stood up.  Jesus resurrected and conquered death.  God the 
Father did this to show that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient, that he really is the Saviour of the world, and 
that all who have trust in and live for him will be forgiven for their sins.6   Jesus offered everyone a new 
beginning.  This is the fourth scene, in which Jesus commissioned his followers to continue his mission, 
sent together to help heal a hurting world, empowered with the resources of God the Spirit (Acts 1:8).  
They were authorized to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:18-20).  Jesus taught that “this Gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).  

The “end” in view here is the fifth scene, the day when Jesus will return as conquering King—when he 
will judge every person, save those who have turned from their sin to align with His Kingdom, and set 
everything right (Acts 17:30-31).  On that day, the whole universe and us with it—including all those 
who have already died—will be resurrected in Jesus’ resurrection power (Romans 8:18-25; 1 Corinthians 
15:21-26, 54-58), “those who have done good to the resurrection of life [a new Heaven and a new 
Earth], and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment [Hell]” (John 5:29).  

Bringing all this together, then, What’s so good about the Gospel?  We were created by God for good, 
but have been damaged for evil.  The good news is that for all those identifying with Christ, we have 
been restored for better, to once again participate faithfully with God in this world.  We are sent together 
to heal, in the power of Christ’s Spirit—a new creation transformed from the inside out, operating in a 
fallen and needy world.  And we wait in real hope for the day when the resurrected one sets the entire 
universe right once and for all.  The good news that Christians live and share is that “God was reconciling 
the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

We’re convinced that not only does this story make sense of the human condition and the historical 
evidence, but it makes sense of your own desire and hunch that this life has to be about something 
more: eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  Perhaps God is drawing 
you, and you can feel it.  If so, then responding is as simple as 
saying sorry for your sins, thanking Jesus for his sacrifice and 
forgiveness, and then seeking first God’s Kingdom in the 
power of His Spirit and in community with other followers 
of Jesus (Matthew 6:33).  Along with millions of other 
believers worldwide, my story is that Jesus is real, my life 
is changed, and I’m never turning back.  God’s waiting 
on your response, but He won’t wait forever (2 Peter 
3:9-10).  How will you respond?  At the very least, 
make a commitment today to search out if these 
things are so.  Questions are welcome (david.
benson@kbc.org.au).  

Nothing matters more.

   6 What’s resurrection about, and did it really happen?  
Listen to this: http://www.mediafire.com/?zdmmzyqgjgg
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my thoughts
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SIGN STRATEGY

M y P lan for P o inting P eople to Jesus
“God brought us back to Himself through Christ. And God has given us this task 

of reconciling people to Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

After committing this strategy to God, for His direction and power, here’s my plan for pointing people to 
Jesus.  God prepares and convicts their hearts.  They have the freedom to accept or reject the message.  
But my role is to pray daily, and walk the talk as a clear Sign that directs everyone to Christ and His 
Kingdom.  I will love unconditionally and sacrificially, regardless of their response.  Following the Spirit’s 
leading, every day I’ll look for ways to share The Big Story, and something of why Jesus has been good 
news to me.    

________________________________ __________________________ ____/____/______
           (Name)               (Signature)    (Date)

The five key people God’s put on my heart:

(1) _________________________  (2) _________________________  (3) _________________________

(4) _________________________  (5) _________________________

StepStep ActionAction

Learn
(How can I become a more effective Sign? … Do, Listen, Study, Read, Practice?)

Pray
(When each day will I regularly pray for the five people, and for what will I pray?)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Serve
(What is a practical way I can serve each person, giving them a taste of God’s love?) 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
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StepStep ActionAction

Extend
(What changes will I make to evacuate the Christian Bubble and make new networks with those 
outside the Church? … Join a Club, Try a Hobby, Serve the Needy, Street Witness?)

Bridge
(What are the most natural bridges to intentionally point them to Jesus?  … Question, Gift, 
Ticket, Invitation, Other?)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Share
(What angle on my story best fits each person’s life?  What analogy addresses their key 
confusion about the Gospel?  How will I facilitate opportunities to tell The Big Story?)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Connect
(Most people belong before they believe … what program or community is the next step?)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Challenge
(God willing, when did I share the Gospel with each person, and offer a chance to respond?) 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
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