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Setting the Scene 

 

Tough questions always come when least expected. They put you on the spot. They make you sweat over your 

intellectual, ethical, and emotional responses to pressing problems that you know are important—wars, poverty, 

humanity’s origin, God’s existence, globalization, climate change, other religions, eternal destiny—just you 

planned to think out a well reasoned response over a smooth latté when spare time presented. Sadly, the time 

never came, and so here you are again, unsure and uncomfortable. 

 

Maybe I’m speaking for you. I’m certainly speaking for myself! As a Christian apologist—that is, one defending 

and commending the Christian faith as plausible—I’ve often found myself sweating it over a tough question or 

three coming from left-field, usually while in front of a senior high class, all the while trying to point people to 

Jesus. 

 

But sadly, for many of us, fear of being unable to answer these tough questions gives us an excuse not to talk 

about or faith. How many conversations have you avoided because you were afraid that you might be faced with 

a tough question? 

 

John 1:9 tells us that Christ is the true light that gives light to every person. This is a cornerstone verse for the 

LOGOS ministry. We are about sharing the light of Christ with others by commending and defending our Christian 

faith, and equipping our brothers and sisters in Christ to do the same. 

 

This study guide is designed to be used in your small group as a follow on from the message ‘Afterlife: Christian 

Hope in the Face of Death’. You can download the speaker’s notes & slides, an audio of the message, as well as a 

number of other resources from the following link: http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/afterlife/. 

At times in this study we’ll be referring to the points made by the panel, so make sure if you weren’t at one of the 

messages, you check out this site! - the LOGOS Team 

 
 

Take it to God 
 

As you open this study, take a few minutes to commit yourself and your group to God. Ask the Holy 

Spirit to search your heart and reveal any sin or blockages keeping you from experiencing God’s 

presence. Ask for Godly wisdom and discernment thought this study, that any preconceptions or biases 

that you might have about this topic would be set aside to allow you to approach this discussion with an 

open mind. Commit yourself to honouring Him both throughout this study, and as you apply what we 

talk about to your life. 
 

Talking Point 
 

Has everyone in the group seen at least one of the presentations of ‘Afterlife: Christian Hope in the Face 

of Death’?” (8/10am; 5pm on Sunday, 4 December 2011)? If there is anyone who hasn’t seen it, the 

group can summarise it for them, or the video is available from the KBC office or you can download the 

audio at the link above. 

 

What was your initial response to the message? What impacted you most in this message? 

What made the least sense? Did you think there was anything missing? 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take a few minutes to share your thoughts with the group. 
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The Big Idea 
 

Death is all around us. On average, two people die every second (eight people would have died in the 

time it took you to read those last two sentences). We each have loved ones who have passed away or 

who are sick. And yet… we don’t like to talk about death. It’s creepy. It seems that there’s something 

just not right about it. Why is this? Everyone dies. It’s just part of the circle of life (to quote a Disney 

movie) right? 

 

Well, is it? How do we know? When was the last time you ever really thought about what happens after 

someone dies? When did you last talk to someone about death? It’s much more comfortable to avoid 

these sorts of questions, and just get on with our lives. After all, we’ve just got the one. 

 

Or… do we? What if, when we die, that isn’t the end? What if there’s more to life than just the here and 

now? Would that make a difference in how you live your life? Maybe it’s worthwhile to talk about these 

things, even though it makes us a bit uncomfortable… 
 

Talking Point 
 

Ask each group member to share briefly their reaction to these questions, and explain what they believe 

happens when people die. Write down a summary of each answer as you go in the space provided.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

Try This 
 

You should now have an idea of what each group member thinks happens when we die. Work through 

this list, and try to come up with reasons as to why we should believe any one particular possibility over 

another. Is there any evidence that we can point to that might give us come clues as to what really 

happens when we die? 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Talking Point 
 

As part of the message, Bruce examined a materialistic perspective of the afterlife… which is to say, 

nothing. Materialists would wholeheartedly endorse the following statement: 

 

“Matter is all there is. Once you die, it’s an eternal void—a blackout. 

Belief in any version of the afterlife is pure wish fulfilment.” 

 

Imagine that you were talking with a person who was diagnosed with only a short period of time left 

before they die (say, 6 months), and they made the previous statement. What would you say to them? 

Would you try to convince them that there is an afterlife? How might you do this? 
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The Big Idea 
 

Most of you would have heard stories of ‘near-death experiences’ (NDE’s), or be familiar with the 

phrase. It is a term coined to describe the experiences of people who were resuscitated after being 

pronounced clinically dead. 

 

There are number of recurring traits which are common across large number of NDE’s. These include: a 

sense/awareness of being dead; a perception of one's body from an outside position; often observing 

medical staff attempting resuscitation; a sense of moving up, or through, a passageway or staircase; 

rapid movement toward a powerful light; an intense feeling of unconditional love; encountering "beings 

dressed in white", or deceased loved ones; being given a life review. Quite interestingly, there are 

reports of blind people who have experienced NDE’s, and once resuscitated, gave accurate physical 

descriptions of what happened around them during the period they were clinically dead, including the 

colours of people’s clothing and other objects.  
 

Talking Point 
 

Take a few moments to talk about NDE’s among the group. What is your initial reaction to this concept? 

Does it change any of your existing beliefs about the afterlife? 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Try This 
 

People who believe in an afterlife often get criticised for wanting to believe that there is one. Atheists 

and materialists claim that belief in an afterlife is simply wish fulfilment, or that it’s a crutch that we 

need to help us cope with life. 

 

Let’s return to our conversation with our hypothetical materialist with 6 months to live. Throughout the 

course of your discussions with him, he throws the following statement at you: 

 

“Belief in any version of the afterlife is pure wish fulfilment.” 

 

What are some possible responses to this charge? Once you’ve come up with a few, have a listen to 

Rowan’s response to this sort of challenge in the message. Jot down any points you didn’t have. 
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The Big Idea 
 

So far, we’ve seen that a materialist view of the afterlife is that this life is all there is … an “eat, drink and 

be merry, for tomorrow we die” kind of thing. But we’ve also seen that there are hints of something 

more, through the numerous documented near death experiences that people have had. But we still 

don’t know what lies beyond. A near death experience is just that… an experience by someone who is 

near death. 

 

The only people who know for sure what happens after we die are those who have died! Unfortunately, 

we can’t ask them about it. After all, everybody who has ever died has stayed dead.  

 

Or have they? Christianity is built on the radical claim that an historical person, Jesus of Nazareth, died 

and rose again. But come on… nobody actually believes the resurrection was a historical event, do they? 

It’s just a myth, another religious legend. 

 

But what if it isn’t? As part of the message, Steve presented four facts and explored the evidence 

supporting them; evidence which has persuaded the majority of New Testament scholars (regardless of 

whether they are atheist, agnostics or Christians) that they are historical. These facts were: 

1. Jesus was dead when He was taken down from the cross; 

2. Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb by Joseph of Arimathea, and the tomb was subsequently 

discovered empty; 

3. On multiple occasions and under various circumstances, different individuals and groups of 

people claimed to experience appearances of Jesus alive from the dead; 

4. The original disciples believed that Jesus was raised from the dead, despite their having every 

predisposition to the contrary.  

 

If these facts are historical (and you are more than welcome to explore the evidence for yourselves!), 

then what is the best explanation for them? Christians claim it is that God raised Jesus from the dead. 
 

Talking Point 
 

Which of these four facts makes the most sense to you? Which impacts you the least? Are there any 

areas where you feel the evidence is lacking? Do you think that these facts form a sufficient basis to 

believe that Jesus rose from the dead? 
 

 

 

  

 

If we can accept that Jesus DID rise from the dead, then we can accept that there is an afterlife. How 

does this affect the way we live our lives right now? 
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Talking Point 
 

As part of the LOGOS message, Sue and Bec each shared how a belief in the resurrection has shaped 

their lives. Open the floor for a few people in your group to share a “Near Life Experience” they’ve had, 

where they’ve tasted eternal life and realised there must be something more than just physical 

existence. What role has relationship with God played in this? 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Challenge 
 

How we view death determines how we live life, right now. If death is not the end, as Jesus’ resurrection 

indicates, if there is an afterlife … then God is offering us a near life experience, a chance for our life and 

legacy to have eternal impact and meaning, starting now. In John 17:3, Jesus explains that “This is 

eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” In the 

face of death, Christian hope remains.  It animates all we do.  Eternity starts now.  

 

You may already be a Christian. If so, how is your life investing into eternity? How are you 

demonstrating the hope of Jesus’ triumph over death to those around you? 

 

If you haven’t yet experienced the hope that Jesus’ resurrection brings, can I encourage you to take 

some time,  re-listen to the message, investigate the evidence for the resurrection yourself and make 

your own decision about the truth of Christianity’s most radical claim. 
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Kenmore Baptist Church Message Manuscript 4/12/2011 AM/PM (LOGOS) 

AFTERLIFE: Christian hope in the face of death 
 

OPENING DRAMA: “The Afterlife: Level by Level” 
 

$ = Recently deceased, played by Chris Chapman 

VO = Voice Over, Sue Chapman or recording 

2 = Angel, guide to heaven, played by Sue Chapman 

{Stage is set with a “bedding heap” stage right.  $ enters and climbs into bed, pulls sheet over 

and goes to sleep - lights dim.} 

$ [enters and lies down] and then in my sleep my heart ceased {$ sits slowly up} and my soul 

departed this life peacefully and when I woke up I was in heaven. 

[$ stands up and freezes - a few seconds of nothing then re-animates] 

VO Level 2 afterlife. 

$  What happened to level 1. 

VO  You had it. It was the materialist’s heaven. 

$  I don’t remember anything. 

VO That’s because there’s nothing there. Materialists believe there’s no life after death—you 

just cease to exist. 

$  Oh.  Well what’s level 2 afterlife then? 

VO  Level 2 Buddhist Nirvana- you merge with the great nothingness and escape suffering, 

desires and even your own identity. Begin to merge now. 

$   But wait- do I stay me. Will I be able to see and hear and do stuff? 

VO   Those are marks of the individual identity which is one of the bonds that tie you to the 

world of suffering. You and everyone else must lose them all. Merge now with the shining sea of 

which you are a drop. 

$   But I don’t want to be just another drip. I want to do things and know things… 

VO   Then you may like to try level 3 afterlife, reincarnation.  You return to the world in a form 

dictated by positive karmic energy. 

$   [Begins to shrink]  Hey what’s going on. I’m shrinking. 

VO   Unfortunately your karmic account was somewhat small and you have returned as a 

cockroach. 

$   I’m hungry. Anyone got any manure? 
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{Person Enters} – Errrr a cockroach. [Splat] 

VO  And it’s back to the afterlife. 

$  You mean that was it? 

VO   Unfortunately you were a slow cockroach with limited scuttling skills. 

$    Isn’t there any other option? 

VO Level 4 afterlife, Valhalla. An eternity of boozing, wenching, fighting. Which do you want for 

the first 1000 years, booze wench or fight. 

$   Can I try wench? 

[Huge wench marches on singing and backhands him to the ground,                                         

looks disgustedly at him and marches off} – 

Wench   Get me back to 800AD. These 21st century men are all wimps. 

$   [Climbing up]  Another one perhaps ? 

VO   Level 5 Christian heaven. 

[2 enters, dressed angelically. $ stands up and wafts over to them. Lights come up] 

2  Welcome pilgrim, thou hast arrived at the pearly gates in the realm of everlasting joy 

$  [Enthusiastically] Oh yes. 

2    Thou canst not wear those threads for they are verily a bit on the earthly side. Here takest 

thee thou these heavenly threads. {Holds out white robe or sheet] 

$  You’re speaking in that old fashioned way like in the King James version. 

2  Yea pilgrim for verily the KJ version soundeth the most Christian but, {speaks normally} oh 

well I suppose well drop it for a bit till you get used to things but there’ll be heavenly English 

lessons later. Now, oh yes clothes, here ye are. {Correcting self} I mean here you are.  

$  {struggles into robe} It’s a bit um… 

2  The first 1000 years are the worst. Now you’ll need a musical instrument. 

$  Cool on earth I used to play… 

2  You get a harp. 

$  {Trying to be well-mannered} Cool. {Hopefully} Are there any… 

2  No it’s a total harp scene man; do you want lead acoustic or bass . 

$  Um, I thought… 
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2 Then we’ll organise wings, halo and song sheets in the next room. Now the lyrics that you sing 

forever are, listen now,  Kum by yah my lord, kum by yah, {etc.} 

$   You mean I sing that forever ? 

2    Shhhh – not finished yet. Oh lord Kum by Yah oh lord kum by yah. {smile} 

$  It sounds like an eternal church service. Look don’t want to sound ungrateful but … robe, 

church service, harp forever… it’s a bit claustrophobic. I mean I’ve always been a busy active sort 

of person. I mean, I was really good at carpentry. {Desperately}  Is there something can build or 

fix.  I need some out and about.  

2  {Enthusiastically forging on} And guess what . We have the best preaching team here and the 

sermons are about to start. And for first 10,000 years it’s… _______. 

{Pastor ______ enters, dressed in a white robe with a halo from back corner of stage} 

$ {In total panic}- NO NO PLEASE.  {$ in panic thrashes about and walks backwards towards the 

original bed while 2 and _____ fade off stage and lights dim. When they are offstage lights 

come up and $ wakes up thrashing with sheets, gasping and panting.}   A nightmare. Just a 

nightmare. It can’t be. Heaven can’t be like that. {Leaps up and rummages round and finds a bible 

Turns pages over..} Bible … er um… Revelation chapter 22 it says there’s a river … oh thank you, 

outdoor things. The tree of life- trees oh hallelujah- a new heaven and a new earth… oh good… 

maybe there’ll be things to make and fix and I can help with the timber bits. [Exits reading] 
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The Afterlife: Ignore, Deplore, or Explore (Dave Benson) 

Welcome to KBC.  Over the last couple of 
months we’ve been exploring the afterlife—a 
final vision of what will be when God sets the 
world right.  And yes, according to the Bible, 
there is a river … and a tree of life like way 
back in the Garden of Eden.  There will be no 
more pain, or suffering; tears are wiped away, 
and God’s love lights up the garden-city 
brighter than Sydney Harbour on New Years.  
We wake to new life.     

 

This is the New Creation.  And this is the Christian hope in the face of death. 

But to more than a few people, hopes of heaven sound like wishful thinking.  The afterlife 
itself is the dream.  Right here, right now—this is the only reality.   

So, “What do you think happens when you 
die?” 

“That’s a strange question!” your average uni 
student might reply.  “When you die, you die.  
The plug’s pulled out, and the lights go out, 
that’s it: the eternal void.  If there was 
something more, we would have discovered 
it by now.  There would be proof, right?”1 

Discussion over.  And with that he or she 
heads back to party. 

But of course! For if death really is the end, then as the apostle Paul said, “Let’s eat, drink, 
and be merry, for tomorrow we die!”   

Well, what of the afterlife?  The future looks fuzzy at best—extinction, reincarnation, 
Valhalla, harp concerts in the sky … who knows?  But in a world where death is more 
certain than taxes, do we have the courage to face up to ‘strange questions’ that define 
human life? 

As I see it, most people respond in one of three ways to the afterlife: we ignore it, we 
deplore it, or we explore it.  Which are you? 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1
 Dialogue adapted from Clint Eastwood’s movie, “Hereafter” (2010). 
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Maybe you ignore the afterlife.  Your theme 
song is “Forever young”.  Like Edward from 
the Twilight saga, you’re blessed with 
immortality.  Or is it ‘amortality’?  As 
sociologist Catherine Mayer dubs them, 
‘Amortals’ “seek to arrive at the best time of 
their lives, and then linger there indefinitely, 
with the help of vitamins, Botox, plastic 
surgery, gym workouts, and of course 
Viagra.  (Think Shane Warne.)  He’s tight like a 
tiger, but the clock is ticking.   

Death is hard to ignore.  Every second roughly two people around the world die—that’s 
150,000 per day, 55 million per year.  And contrary to popular opinion, they don’t 
disappear, pass away, fall asleep, or retire.  They die.  It’s not someone else’s problem.  I 
will die.  You will die.  We could party hard and desperately grasp onto what life is left, 
but our last words may be tragic like whiskey merchant Jack Daniels.  As he died from a 
blood infection, all he could say was “One last drink, please.” 

So much for ignore. 

Well, maybe you deplore the afterlife.  Who 
knows what lies beyond?  Heaven is a 
distraction, so make the most of now.  Death 
is as natural as birth, so just accept it.   

Like Steve Jobs, co-founder of Apple.  Jobs 
battled with cancer even back at his Stanford 
University Commencement address of 2005.  
He said, “Remembering that I’ll be dead soon 
is the most important tool I’ve ever 
encountered to help me make the big 
choices in life.  Almost everything just falls 

away in the face of death, leaving only what is truly important.”  When he died this 
October at the age of 56, everyone spoke of his success and legacy.  His 
accomplishments were admirable.   

But let’s be realistic, here.  Apple will continue on with or without his vision.  Jobs won’t 
be there to appreciate it, and within a couple of generations his name will be a footnote 
in a design textbook.  I have to agree with Woody Allen, who remarked, “I don’t want to 
achieve immortality through my work.  I want to achieve immortality through not dying.  I 
don’t want to live on in the hearts of my countrymen.  I would rather live on in my 
apartment.”  When death knocks on our door, all our ‘immortality projects’ are 
meaningless.  As the writer of Ecclesiastes said, “All our strivings under the sun are but 
chasing the wind—utter vanity.”   

Okay, I recognize this is depressing.  My apologies!  But it’s a virtue to number our days 
aright—to face life as it really is.   
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So you can ignore the afterlife, or deplore the afterlife.  But today I want to challenge you 
to a third option.   

Will you explore the afterlife? 

What if?   What if there is an afterlife?  It falls 
short of mathematical proof, but there are 
rumours of transcendence that have defined 
entire cultures across history, from the 
ancient Egyptians embalming the dead to 
African Americans singing gospel tunes 
around an open casket.  They could be right 
or wrong, but the question of the afterlife is 
anything but irrelevant. 

Philosophers and luminaries across history 
have spoken about hope in the face of death.  
But only one pointed to themself as the 
source of this hope.  Jesus of Nazareth said  

“I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever 
believes in me will live, even though they die” 
(John 11:25).   

His last words came with confidence from a 
crucifix: “It is finished.” 

What is finished?  Apparently death as we 
know it.  This wasn’t resigned acceptance.  Jesus saw death as mission accomplished. 

Well, do we believe this?  Should we believe this?   

That’s what this Logos message is about: 
the afterlife.  Is there reason for hope in the 
face of death?  It’s humanity’s biggest 
question, and it’s relevant to every one of us 
here.   

Thankfully it’s not a question I need to 
explore alone.  So let’s welcome up our panel. 

 

 

 

Welcome the Panel – 6 chairs in all:  
Dave B, Rowan Chapman, Bruce Blackshaw, Sue Chapman(AM)/Bec Vallee (PM),  Chadi Youssef, Steve Baso 
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Q1. MATERIALISM: Bruce Blackshaw responds … 

“Bruce, you’re a hard-edged 
mathematics and IT kind of guy, having 
lectured at public universities on both 
topics.  To enlightened atheists, all this 
talk of existence after death is nonsense.  
Famous scientist Carl Sagan said ‘The 
Cosmos is all that is, or ever was, or 
ever will be.’  Science has proven that 
there’s no soul, no afterlife.  When you 
die, that’s it.  What’s your take?” 

Well Dave, this is a popular view nowadays – it's called materialism. It doesn't mean being 
obsessed with owning too much stuff. It's a philosophy that says matter is all that there 
is. Life is no more than a product of natural causes.  

In the words of Francis Crick, co-discoverer of DNA's double helix, "You, your joys and 
your sorrows, your memories and your ambitions, your sense of personal identity and 
free will, are in fact no more than the behaviour of a vast assembly of nerve cells and 
their associated molecules." 

So if you're a materialist, you don't believe in God or the afterlife. It's all about the 
scientific evidence. Any hope or purpose you have as a materialist is simply what you 
make up for yourself.  

Obviously Christians aren't materialists, so what problems are there with this view?. 

Let's firstly look at scientific evidence. People will claim that there is no life after death 
because science can't show it. And it certainly can't. But hang on, science assumes only 
natural causes. That's how it operates. So if the afterlife isn't made of matter - if it is 
spiritual or immaterial – we can't expect science to apply. It's like losing your car keys at 
night, but only looking for them under the street light.  

So using science is using the wrong tool if the afterlife can't be reduced to the 
movement of atoms. 

But there's another problem for materialism – our minds. How can matter produce 
consciousness? Minds are not material things. They have subjective experiences of 
things such as pain, taste and beauty – and even fully understanding the biology of the 
brain can't tell us what it is like to experience these things.  

Some people try to explain the mind in terms of a complex computer. But we still have 
the same problem – how does consciousness arise from a computer program? Anyone 
who has programmed computers knows they can't think – ultimately they just follow a 
series of simple instructions. Their creator is the one doing the thinking! 

As David J. Chalmers, a leading philosopher of the mind, says, “Consciousness poses the 
most baffling problems in the science of the mind. There is nothing that we know more 
intimately than conscious experience, but there is nothing that is harder to explain. … The 
emergence of experience goes beyond what can be derived from physical theory”. 
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So the problem of consciousness is a significant problem for materialists, and if Chalmers 
is to be believed, always will be. This, of course, leaves wide open the possibility that 
consciousness is something beyond the material – and this means that perhaps our 
consciousness can survive our death. 

Philosophy also has something to say about the possibility of life after death. Immanuel 
Kant believed that humans live in two worlds – the world as it really is, and the world as it 
is experienced through our senses. Science can only investigate the world of our senses. 
The real world is not bound by material laws, and we can know nothing about it. 
Schopenhauer went on to claim the self is part of this real world, and so death liberates 
the self from its ties to the world experienced through our senses. 

Ok, so science is the wrong tool to disprove the afterlife, the problem of consciousness 
means we might survive death, and philosophy supports this idea. Surely that should be 
enough to convince die-hard materialists that there might be an afterlife. 

Well, there's one more possibility – materialism itself might one day provide support for 
the idea of an afterlife.  

In quantum theory, matter does not behave as we intuitively think it should.  Light acts as 
a wave and a particle simultaneously. In quantum entanglement, when two particles are 
entangled, measurement of one immediately affects the other – no matter how distant. 
It's very strange.  

We've also discovered dark matter and dark energy – mysterious stuff that we can't 
directly observe and that we know little about – except that it makes up 95% of the 
matter in the universe!  

Given how little we understand about matter, it seems unscientific to claim it rules out an 
afterlife!  
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Q2. NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES (NDEs): Chadi Youssef responds … 

“That’s a big claim that life goes on 
beyond the grave.  Sceptics would ask, 
‘Where is the proof?’  So let’s turn to 
our next panellist.   

Chadi, you’re half way through your 
PhD on the teaching of Philosophy in 
schools.  As someone who loves to 
explore complicated issues, you’ve had 
an interest in this question for many 
years, researching so called “Near Death 
Experiences” (NDEs).  Is there any 
scientific support for life after death?”  

Well Dave, NDE’s can be traced all the way back to the writings of Plato, however, it was 
Professor Raymond Moody, a psychologist and medical doctor, who coined the term 
‘NDE’ in the 1970s while documenting cases of people who were resuscitated after being 
pronounced ‘clinically dead’. This led to the formation of a highly regarded academic 
journal called the Journal of Near-Death Studies. 

But what is death? Medicine puts forward three criteria: death is a process that begins 
when; 1) the heart stops beating; 2) the lungs stop working and; 3) the brain ceases 
functioning—this is known as a ‘cardiac arrest’, which is biologically the same as ‘clinical 
death’. In the case of NDE’s, ‘clinical death’ may last from a few seconds to an hour or 
more, until doctors are able to restart the heart and reverse the dying process.  

The scientific study of what happens during this time reveals nine or so common 
characteristics. I want you to imagine that you are experiencing ‘clinical death’, say… after 
a horrible car accident. You begin to hear a strange buzzing sound before quickly finding 
yourself outside your lifeless body, watching on below, while frantic efforts are made to 
resuscitate you at the scene. And then it gets really weird. As the realization of death 
sets in, you are then magnetically drawn into darkness, at an extremely high speed, 
through, what appears to be a tunnel or vortex, until you reach a dimension of radiant 
golden-white light.  

You are then approached by a powerful ‘being of light’ which some have identified as 
God, Jesus, or some religious figure. An intense feeling of love begins to encompass 
you.  Then, like a flashback scene in a movie, this powerful ‘being of light’ presents to 
you, a panoramic review of everything you have ever done. That is, you relive every act 
that you have ever done to other people, not just from a first person perspective, but 
actually experiencing how they felt.  You begin to quickly realize that ‘love’ is the most 
important thing in life! After the life review, imagine approaching a border or crossroad of 
some kind. The ‘being of light’ then gives you a choice of either crossing this border, or 
returning back to earth.  The next thing you know is that you are waking up in the 
recovery ward. Wow! That’s some journey right? 
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Dave, these experiences are consistently reported in scientific studies on NDE’s, 
irrespective of the person’s cultural or religious affiliation.  It is also interesting to note 
that NDE’s have been described by people as either being ‘hellish’ or ‘heavenly’ ones, and 
seem to directly correlate with the manner in which one’s life was lived.   

Some claim NDE’s are purely material, and that the brain is ‘imagining’ these things as it 
shuts down. But hang on a moment, what do blind people experience? Stunningly, 
research by Professor of Psychology Kenneth Ring has shown that those born blind, and 
those who have acquired blindness from injury, report, verifiable and correct 
observations during their NDE’s.  

There’s a case study of a 70-year old blind woman, who specified very accurately and 
clearly, what happened around her when she was resuscitated after a heart attack. The 
woman had been blind since she was 18 years old. She not only gave a precise account 
of the medical devices used, but also their color. Mind you, these medical devices had 
not been developed at the time when this woman lost her vision some fifty years ago. 
Among other details, she even knew that the physician was wearing a blue suit when he 
started her resuscitation. 

Scientists such as Kenneth Ring suggest that this is undeniable evidence for the 
existence of a transcendental part of the human being. This transcendence seems to 
point to the existence of a Soul or Spirit. Dave, these findings are certainly exciting. NDE’s 
provide another good reason to believe that there is life after death—our physical bodies 
will die, but we, will exist beyond the grave. 
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Q3. WISH FULFILMENT: Rowan Chapman responds … 

Thanks for your research Chadi.  As you 
said, science can get near death but 
can’t assess what lies beyond death.  
Maybe the afterlife is just a projection? 

Rowan.  You’re a professional actor—
you have the talent to convince people 
by playing a role.  Like Ricky Gervais in 
the movie, “The Invention of Lying.”  His 
character lives in a world where no one 
can lie—except him.  He re-invents 

history to get ahead at the publishing firm.  But the story climaxes as he 
consoles his dying mother by the hospital bed.  Let’s take a look. 

VIDEO CLIP: “THE INVENTION OF LYING” (2 minutes 58 seconds) 

It’s subtle, I know!  The point: belief in an afterlife is nothing more than wish 
fulfilment, a projection.  It’s an act we put on to deal with dying.  Your take?  

...Yes very subtle indeed. That scene there expands upon the criticisms of Freud and 
Marx, who have labelled Heaven as nothing more than wish fulfilment. But Freud and Marx 
are ardent atheists. They’ve already subscribed to hard-core materialism as the ultimate 
form of truth. Hence, they are just as susceptible to the ‘wish fulfilment' argument as 
everyone else. I mean, if I had assumed the universe was all there is and ever will be, I 
would sure as heck be ‘wishing’ for nothingness after death. After all, it would be an 
rather inconvenient truth if there was. Also, the afterlife isn’t always a place where 
someone would ‘wish’ to go! In some South American tribes, the afterlife is only a hell. I 
sure as heck wouldn’t be ‘wishing’ to go there!   

So wish-fulfilment is an invalid argument, but “Hey, say what you want. Heaven’s still just 
a crutch!” Fair enough. I don't deny that a Heaven would be a crutch to a species whose 
inevitable and ultimate destination is death. But if you approached someone in a 
wheelchair and said 'You're just using that as a crutch; it can't be real' they’d rightly 
question your sanity. Yes, the wheelchair is a crutch. Nonetheless, it still exists … and 
you’re a cripple. The real question here is whether or not you have a reason to believe the 
wheelchair exists. Christians believe in the existence of a heaven because we have 
sufficient reasons to arrive at that conclusion; not because we ‘need it to be there’. As C. 
S. Lewis once quipped: 

“…If you think that my claim to have a large balance in my bank account is due purely to 
wishful thinking, it might be a good idea first to find out whether or not I actually have a 
bank account! “ 
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And we must question why the ‘afterlife’ is such a common theme across history. The 
Ancient Egyptians dedicated an entire book to the subject. For Hindus, it’s Swarga Loka. 
For Polynesians or Meso-Americans, it’s a multi-layered paradise. For Viking’s, it’s a 
traditional long-hall packed with weapons, beer and food. And suddenly all the blokes are 
thinking hmmmm maybe I should start worshipping Odin. But historically speaking, the 
majority of human culture has believed in a Heaven. This in itself is not proof of ‘a 
Heaven’, but it makes me wonder why humans are so obsessed with the idea of ongoing 
life. 

Now that’s a fair point: NDE’s aside, how on earth have humans come to believe that we 
may continue to live onwards at all ...somewhere...after we die? An afterlife isn’t exactly 
verifiable, since if you’re there, you can’t report back in. Consider the fact that all of our 
basic needs require some level of fulfilment. If you get hungry, you eat something. If you 
feel sleepy, you sleep. Likewise, humans love to ‘exist’ and desire the things and 
experiences that life gifted us. Because death separates us from these things, all humans 
(even the non-religious) share the mutual feeling that death is fundamentally wrong. 
Could this very feeling indicate that we aren't intended for something which is the be all 
and end all of our existence? Christianity would say yes, we aren’t intended for death.  

So in summary, you must show that a man is wrong before your start explaining why he 
is wrong. Funny as it sounds, the current trend is to assume without discussion that 
someone is wrong… and then distract them from that by explaining how they became so 
silly. That’s bad reasoning! If the Wish Fulfilment argument is indefensible, and crutches 
can exist in themselves, and death is at odds with the majority of humanity’s values…I 
would say that’s some good evidence for an afterlife. And since we have evidence, it’s 
nonsense to say: “Heaven doesn’t exist, because you wish it exists!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH              LOGOS MINISTRY 2011 19 

Q4. RESURRECTION: Steve Baso responds … 

Thanks Rowan.  Let’s turn to Steve.  
Christianity is not about some generic 
hope in the afterlife.  It’s built on the 
radical claim that an historical person, 
Jesus of Nazareth, died and rose again.  
Let’s get real—every dead person I’ve 
ever known stays dead.  And I’m 
guessing the same goes for everyone 
here.  How can anyone believe in 
resurrection in the 21st century?  You’re 
a criminal prosecutor by profession … 
surely this requires extraordinary 
evidence.  

Absolutely it does. And as a non-Christian, the resurrection was a huge stumbling block 
for me. But then I took the time to actually investigate it. 

The resurrection then is more than just one of Christianity’s core claims. Our faith stands 
or falls on whether it happened. If Jesus supernaturally came back to life, it vindicates His 
claims to be God, and that His followers will also be resurrected one day and live on 
forever. 

The resurrection isn’t a case of a NDE, like Chadi spoke about earlier, where someone 
who is medically dead gets resuscitated. The resurrection claim is that three days after 
He died, Jesus was returned to life by God and granted a whole new resurrection body 
that could exist forever, free from the effects of death. 

There are four key historical facts that undergird the resurrection. These facts are 
accepted by the majority of critical New Testament scholars regardless of their 
background or beliefs… so that includes atheists, agnostics and other non-Christians. 

Fact one: Dead Body. Jesus was crucified and was taken down from the cross, dead. The 
eyewitness accounts we have of Jesus’ crucifixion fit what we know about how 
crucifixions occurred. Things like the description of water and blood flowing out of 
Jesus’ side after a spear was thrust into it… that accords with modern medical knowledge. 
In addition, crucifixion was something reserved for traitors and common criminals. It was 
so embarrassing for the early church that their leader was crucified, that historians 
overwhelmingly accept it must have happened. 

Fact two: Empty Tomb. The tomb Jesus was buried in was discovered empty. The 
Gospel of Mark records that Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Jewish court that 
condemned Jesus, buried Jesus in his own tomb. Most scholar’s date Mark’s gospel as 
being written within 30 years of Jesus death. This makes it one of the earliest sources 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection. It’s simply too early to pass the burial tradition off as 
being a legend that developed over time. 
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Because the account is so early, when it was written people the involved were still alive. 
Imagine if someone claimed Campbell Newman was the Qld Premier during the floods in 
January… in 100 years someone might believe it, but could never convince someone who 
lived through it, because they know what happened. In the same way, Joseph of 
Arimathea must have been real, because if he wasn’t, everybody would have known. 
Since Joseph was real, the location of his tomb would have been known. So when the 
disciples proclaimed Jesus’ resurrection, the Jewish leaders could have killed the whole 
movement by opening the tomb and pointing to the body. But they couldn’t, because 
the body wasn’t there. 

Fact three: Multiple Witnesses. In the days following Jesus’ death, large numbers of 
people claimed to have seen him alive …. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul recounts a creed he was 
taught which lists the people who saw Jesus alive after his death… and the list includes 
friends, sceptics and enemies alike. 

1 Corinthians is estimated by most scholars to be written within about 25 years of Jesus’ 
death. The creed is one Paul himself received when in Jerusalem as a new Christian, within 
3-5 years of Jesus death. So we have a second, very early account, being circulated at a 
time when people involved were still alive. Paul even writes that if anyone doesn’t believe 
him, they can go and ask one of the people who saw Jesus and ask them about it. 

Fact four: Lives Transformed. Imagine this: you leave your job, follow someone for three 
years, then He’s arrested, unjustly tried and killed as a common criminal. You flee; you’re 
scattered, hiding. Then suddenly, you become bold, fearless. You take the message of 
your leader’s resurrection all over the world. You endure trials, torture. Many of you die 
for claiming this resurrection happened. Something happened to bring about this change. 
What was it? The disciples’ answer – the resurrection. 

Dave, you asked about extraordinary evidence… we’ve got a dead body, an empty tomb, 
multiple witnesses and transformed lives. Any explanation has got to account for each of 
these pieces of evidence. How do you explain this?  

Some sceptics argue anyone who claimed to see Jesus alive was hallucinating. That 
doesn’t explain the empty tomb. Other claim the disciples stole the body and lied about 
the resurrection. That doesn’t explain their transformed lives.  

From my own study, I came to the realisation that the best explanation for these facts is 
that God raised Jesus from the dead. It explains all of the evidence. And that was a key 
moment for me; it led me to faith. But what’s your explanation? Take the time to what I 
did; research the resurrection, consider the evidence and decide for yourselves.  
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Q5. RELEVANCE (AM SERVICE)  

Thanks Steve.  Let’s say I was prepared 
to grant that some guy 2000 years 
ago actually did defeat death—that 
there is an afterlife.  So what?  What 
does this have to do with how I live 
right now?  Worse, isn’t heaven a 
distraction, a kind of opiate for the 
masses as Marx put it?  Sue, you’ve had 
to face death head on.  In your personal 
experience, how does Jesus’ 
resurrection give you hope, and make a 
difference to everyday life?  

AM Sue Chapman responds …  

On the first of September this year I was rehearsing about 200 kids for a concert when I 
got a call that Dad had collapsed. Finally, Chris rang and said they wouldn’t be going to 
hospital. Dad had been mowing the lawn when he had a massive heart attack, and just 
like that, my dad who was full of beans, dreams and opinions was gone - no warnings, no 
inklings just boom.  

Dad had always said, “I know where I’m going” and the more I thought about it the more I 
thought how much that matters.  

When you have to plan a funeral, this all comes out in the wash as you decide what you 
want said on this special occasion.  

Dad never lived his life as if it was on hold waiting for the real event. For dad, life 
counted. It wasn’t like the Maccas wrapper that lasts a few seconds and gets thrown in 
the bin. Because he believed that our Christian hope isn’t just a matter of “pie in the sky 
when you die” he made choices on how he would live the life that was given to him. His 
own dad was an unemployed alcoholic, an example he never wanted to follow. He saw all 
the good in this life as being transformed in the life beyond death and didn’t want to 
waste it.  

So what did those choices look like? I’d say there were four. Firstly, dad believed God 
had given him a body that would one day be transformed. After all Jesus had an amazing 
new body after His resurrection, so if it was good enough for Jesus it was good enough 
for dad. He chose to enjoy what it felt like to be a healthy male. He avoided addictions 
like smoking and drinking that killed his own father. Instead of a couch potato lifestyle he 
enjoyed ballroom dancing, made the firsts at school in rowing and played hockey for 
Australia. 
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Secondly, the promise in the bible of a new heaven and a new earth reminded him that 
the earth would not be scrapped as a bad idea. He chose to enjoy the outdoors, 
especially as a surveyor who had worked in rainforests for up to 9 months in a year. For 
dad, that meant getting out in the garden, going to the beach, enjoying a picnic and 
celebrating God’s creation – flowers, mountains, animals – he loved being around them. If 
this earth can look that good what must the new earth be like? 

Thirdly, dad was comfortable accepting that there are mysteries in this world that will 
make sense in the next. He loved the challenge of using his intellect; he even studied for 
his PhD while he was working fulltime as Surveyor General. But he never saw his 
academic achievements as the reason his life mattered. 

Fourthly, knowing that death was not the end, meant dad chose to make time for people. 
Things would pass away but people would not, so dad would talk to everyone. As a 
judge, he knew and talked to all the cleaners in the land court. He felt this earnest desire 
of Jesus that no soul be lost and would happily talk about his faith, even when it was to 
his colleagues in the court or the government who would shake their heads and say “yeah 
but Neil, how can you believe all that stuff?”. 

I think in the end, memories and shared DNA are not enough. Dad’s choices live on 
through us and through our family – an ability to enjoy being human and to value the 
world, an acceptance of mystery and a willingness to cherish people and share our time 
with them. 

For Dad, this life wasn’t an accident with no hope, it wasn’t a burden demanding we work 
our way to heaven, it was a gift from God: a world to look after and talents he was given 
to use. Dad saw himself as caught up in something bigger, the huge event of Jesus’ 
resurrection sealed the promise that death was not the end, and shouted the value of life. 
For Dad that pointed the way forward so that his life on this earth was the journey of a 
faithful servant knowing that that this life is a taste of the best which is yet to come. 
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Q5. RELEVANCE (PM SERVICE)  

Thanks Steve.  Let’s say I was prepared to grant that some guy 2000 years 
ago actually did defeat death—that there is an afterlife.  So what?  What does 
this have to do with how I live right now?  Worse, isn’t heaven a distraction, a 
kind of opiate for the masses as Marx put it?  Bec, you’ve had to face death 
head on.  In your personal experience, how does Jesus’ resurrection give you 
hope, and make a difference to everyday life?  

PM Bec Vallee responds …  

Dave, I think what really matters is how the resurrection of Jesus actually changes our 
everyday decisions. Now this isn’t about lofty, motivational speaking. I would just like to 
share from my own story how this has really affected my life choices. 

To frame where I was at a few year ago let me tell you a quick, rather humorous story. In 
2006 I was in hospital having dialysis tubes put into my abdomen. For those who may 
not know dialysis is the mechanical filtering of your blood when your kidneys have called 
it a day. A nurse turned to my Mum and asked her if I had a nose job done. Of course I 
hadn’t and the nurse went on to say how I’ll be famous one day with a natural nose like 
that.  Just to be clear, that was the first and last time I ever received such a compliment 
about my nose. But I later said to my Mum– It won’t be my nose I am famous for. It’s 
because I’ll be shot as a martyr.  Not a comforting statement from a 16 year old I’m sure. 
None the less I had made up my mind that I wanted my faith in God to define my life. 

By the time this story rolled around it had been five years since I was diagnosed with 
Chronic Kidney Disease, leading to the need for dialysis and later a kidney transplant. My 
sickness made me realise I wanted to impact people for eternity. I asked myself what is 
important to Jesus? This is how I try to make my choices. As I read the Bible I learnt that 
what I did today has an impact on eternity. In three years Jesus lived a life that practically 
demonstrated heaven on earth. He healed the sick and he helped the poor. We all have 
limited time on earth. When I knew that mine would be shorter again I didn’t want to 
climb Everest or be famous for my nose! I wanted to give it my best shot at putting 
God’s interests first: loving the poor; befriending those alone; and speaking boldly about 
the Gospel. 

So it was I started trying to work towards these things. In 2005 I had roughly 12 months 
before I would need dialysis. Here my hope in God made a very practical difference 
because it gave me the desire to use those 12 months to demonstrate God’s love to 
others. So I chose to visit Africa. I did my best to raise funds for school supplies for the 
local areas over there, and had the privilege to fly them over. And it was my hope in God 
that made me want to do that. A few years later my decision to study nursing was also 
founded in my hope in God. I saw being a nurse as tool for me – a way I could care for 
people in their most vulnerable times. I wanted to work in a low socioeconomic area and 
eventually overseas on mission. After completing my course over a year ago I now work 
as a nurse in a struggling part of our community. Every day my job takes me to clean 
the wounds and talk with some of the dirtiest and alone people in our city. I have been on  
3 or 4 overseas short term missions and am passionate about it. I hope to become more 
involved in helping communities around the world.  



KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH              LOGOS MINISTRY 2011 24 

These are just a few examples of how I hope to leave God’s footprint where I go. Jesus’ 
life was resurrected and we have that same hope for earth and all that we see.  

Over the last 12 months my body has been rejecting my kidney transplant. My health has 
again acted as a reminder that all I have is the moment I am living in. What I choose to do 
here and now practically, or not to do will be reflected in eternity. Our words and actions 
all act as a window that points towards our hope in God. Every decision I make is one 
where I have to take into consideration a shorter time frame to complete what I dream 
for. Most of you will know that a few months ago I married Ryan... Lucky guy! But 
seriously marrying Ryan was one of the best decision of my life, but one still where we 
had to sit down and count the cost. My life will be unavoidably filled with serious health 
issues. Will this affect us having children? When should we do mission work? We’ve had 
to make some heavy and real decisions about what we need to prioritize given my 
health. And as we consider what we will do our hope in God informs us how to make 
these decisions as best as we can. It is this hope that inspires us to love each other and 
those around us, where ever that may be as practically as we can.  

When we treat disease or address poverty, we are not oiling up the wheels of a machine 
that’s about to roll over a cliff. Every practical decision you make now to honour God and 
do good has lasting effects. Our hope for heaven is a hope for redemption that starts 
now. In the effort to save my health death can be faced knowing my hope is that what I 
do in Christ in the present is not wasted. 
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CONCLUSION: Near Life Experience: Eternity Starting Now (Dave Benson) 

Thanks Sue/Bec.  And would you thank our 
panel.   

Well, is death the end?  What of the afterlife?  
Looking around at our culture, I wonder if 
psychologist Erich Fromm was right: “Man 
always dies before he is fully born.”  Are we 
fully alive right now?  It reminds me of a 
Michael Leunig cartoon, with a mopey looking 
guy reflecting on death. 

 

He had heard of near-death experiences and their transforming power,  
but he had never had one. 

It seemed to him that much of humanity was near death;  
the way people watched so much television!  ‘The living dead’ he thought. 

While out walking it occurred to him that  
modern existence itself might be a constant near-death experience. 

A flower truck turned a corner  
and a load of daffodils spilled from the back and buried him. 

He lay bewildered for a moment under the glowing yellow heap  
and then poked his head out into the sunshine. 

He saw his reflection in a shop window.  He smelled the daffodils. 

“How lovely!” he thought.  It was a near life experience  
and already a transformation was in progress. 
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It’s ironic, but how we view death determines 
how we live life, right now. 

Is death the end—an eternal void?  If so, you 
can ignore it, or deplore it 

But what if death isn’t the end?  What if it’s 
less an extinction than a graduation?   

 

 

   

Christian hope is not some fuzzy optimism 
about an afterlife.  It’s based in the real life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  
We’ve each rejected the Creator who gave 
us life, and in so doing, we die.   

As it says in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

 

So God stepped in through Jesus and paid 
for the mess we’ve made.  He lived the life 
we should have lived, and died the death we 
should have died, so that we could be born 
again, fully alive in Him.  Through His death 
we live. 

God has promised to set this world right.  
One day Jesus will judge the living and the 
dead.  (Near Death Experiences don’t always 
have a happy ending.)  But for any one who 
will turn from their own ways to trust in God, 
we have an eternal hope that is real—a cosmic 

resurrection ending in a New Heaven and New Earth.  Jesus’ love makes this possible.  

We’ll join Paul in His victory song: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 
death, is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:51-57) 
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Like Leunig’s character poking his head 
through darkness, then flowers, into brilliant 
light, God offers us a near life experience 
starting now.   

In John 17:3, Jesus explains that “This is eternal 
life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”   

There’s no escapism in this.  By defeating 
death, Jesus started a radical movement of 
people not afraid to love others, even if it 
takes them to the grave.   

In the face of death, Christian hope remains.  It animates all we do.  Eternity starts now. 

Are you living this life?  Is this what you want?   

At 7pm tonight we’ll have an open question time—ask anything, for the afterlife is worth 
exploring.  And there’s a link in your note outline to a small group discussion guide with 
further resources to help your search. 

But let me close with the last words from my 
Nanna before she was “promoted to glory” in 
2009.  She was an amazing woman who 
embodied this resurrection hope; her whole 
existence was a near life experience.  She 
poetically whispered, 

“The sun is golden today; the first tips of pink 
and green are on the crab apple tree!!!  The 

promise of spring is here and soon the barren 
tree will be transformed into a mountain of 

blossoms.  Wonderful!!!”2 

Jesus said, “I AM the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, even 
though they die. … Do you believe this?” (John 11:25). 

Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
2

 From Nell Hodgson’s poetic reflections on grief, Rainbows in the Tears, compiled upon her request before she died. 
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Questions for Discussion 

1. What impacted you most in this talk?  Download the manuscript and small group 
discussion guide from http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/afterlife/ to 
jog your memory.   

2. What do you believe happens when you die?  How does it impact how you live? 

3. In what ways have you ignored, deplored, or explored the afterlife?  Where to now? 

4. “Matter is all there is.  Once you die, it’s an eternal void—a blackout.  Belief in any version 
of the afterlife is pure wish fulfilment.”  Discuss. 

5. Why do, or don’t, you believe Jesus rose from the dead?  If true, what difference does 
this make for you personally, and the future of all things? (See Romans 8:18-39) 

6. Share a “Near Life Experience” you’ve had, where you’ve tasted eternal life and realised 
there must be something more.  What role has relationship with God played in this? 
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RESOURCES TO DIG DEEPER 

 

Tight on time? … If you’ll read only a few books, try these: 

D'Souza, Dinesh. Life After Death: The Evidence. Washington, D.C.: Regnery Pub, 2009. (MP3s of this book 

have been uploaded to http://www.mediafire.com/?2u89ld373i3a4.)  

Habermas, Gary R., and James Porter Moreland. Beyond Death: Exploring the Evidence for Immortality. 

Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 1998. 

Wright, N. T. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church. New 

York: HarperOne, 2008. 

 

Logos has also uploaded some key articles and mp3’s to http://www.mediafire.com/?xtjxl3jxjipt9  

 

The Afterlife: Ignore, Deplore, or Explore  

Becker, Ernest. The Denial of Death. New York: Free Press, 1973. 

Kierkegaard, Søren, Howard V. Hong, and Edna H. Hong. The sickness unto death: a Christian 

psychological exposition for upbuilding and awakening. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 

Press, 1980. 

Yancey, Philip.  Rumors of Another World: What on Earth are We Missing.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

2003. 

 

Q1. Materialism 

Chalmers. 1995. "Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness". Journal of Consciousness Studies. 2, no. 3: 

200-219. http://consc.net/papers/facing.html  

Craig, William Lane, and James Porter Moreland. Naturalism: A Critical Analysis. London: Routledge, 

2002.   

Johnson, Philip.  The Wedge of Truth: Splitting the Foundations of Naturalism.  Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2000. 

Plantinga, Alvin. “Natural Defeated.” 

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/philosophy/virtual_library/articles/plantinga_alvin/naturalism_defeat

ed.pdf  

Plantinga, Alvin.  “Two Dozen (or so) Theistic Arguments.”  (Available from 

http://philofreligion.homestead.com/files/theisticarguments.html.)  

 

Q2. Near Death Experiences (NDE’s) 

Atwater, P. M. H. The Big Book of Near-Death Experiences: The Ultimate Guide to What Happens When We 
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TThhoouugghhtt  PPrroovvookkeerrss::  SSttuuffff  ttoo  SShhaappee  YYoouurr  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  AAfftteerrlliiffee  
 

“Is the Resurrection Historical?” … Criminal Prosecutor Steve Baso reflects3 
 

Why is the Resurrection Important? 

 

One of the central tenets of Christianity is the resurrection of Jesus Christ after His death on the 

cross. But in a post-Enlightenment, materialistic culture, belief in the physical resurrection of 

somebody three days dead is seen by many as ridiculous. Christians who believe the resurrection 

actually happened are ridiculed for suspending rational thought to believe in millennia old myths. 

But are there valid reasons for a belief in the resurrection? And why is the resurrection so 

important to the Christian beliefs? 

 

The majority of people accept that a “god” of some form exists. But in a post-modern, pluralistic 

culture, it’s politically incorrect (at the very least!) to claim the God revealed Himself decisively 

through Jesus. The resurrection is the justification Christians can offer to support this claim (Acts 

17:31). 

 

Quite simply, the truth of Christianity hinges on the resurrection. Jesus claimed divine authority, 

claimed to be God – and the crucifixion was instigated by the Jewish leadership of the day as 

punishment for these “blasphemous” claims.  

 

Now, anyone can claim anything. There are people the world over who have claimed to be God – 

but that doesn’t make their claim true. You would need something pretty impressive to back up a 

claim to be divine. Jesus’ resurrection, by the God he allegedly blasphemed, is a clear vindication 

of his claims to divine authority. This is why it’s the centerpiece of the Christian faith – because if 

Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then Christianity is wrong. Paul says as much in 1 Corinthians 

15:17: “If Christ has not been raised, then our faith is meaningless.” 

 

Evidence for the Resurrection 

 

How can we know Jesus is risen? Ask many Christians, and the answer will be one appealing to 

personal experience: ‘Jesus lives in me/my heart’. While this is a sufficient, and often extremely 

powerful (i.e., testimony on an individual level), subjective experience is not convincing as an 

apologetic in a public forum. What objective evidence can Christians point to in support of their 

claim of Jesus’ resurrection? What differentiates our claims from anyone else claiming to have a 

private divine experience? 

 

Christianity as a religion is rooted in history. Over the past century, archaeological discoveries have 

repeatedly vindicated the Bible as accurately describing places, people and events, in the face of 

critical scepticism.
4
 While history cannot prove anything to an absolute degree, and scientific 

enquiry by definition is concerned with the natural, precluding the investigation of the 

supernatural, Biblical claims such as the resurrection can nevertheless be investigated historically. 

 

                                                        
3
 Logos has presented multiple times on the Resurrection.  For further materials, see 

http://www.mediafire.com/?65kka5zc5i46r and download the mp3 from http://www.mediafire.com/?z4fyiqjjtth  
4

 Logos has presented on the trustworthiness of the Bible, with resources available from 
http://www.mediafire.com/?3cudjydnylt, and also from http://www.mediafire.com/?64z4qnu176nx7 (Da Vinci Code). 
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We can approach the New Testament writings, not as inspired Scripture, but merely as any other 

collection of ancient Greek documents, transmitted down to us from the first century. We can 

make enquiries about their quality, their quantity, their date and authorship. We can conduct 

historical investigations into whether corroborating or competing source material exists. 

 

When the resurrection is investigated in this way, we find there are four basic facts which can be 

proven historically, and are accepted by the majority of critical New Testament scholars (atheist 

and Christian alike). Now if these four facts can be established, and no plausible natural 

explanation can account for them, then one is justified in accepting the Biblical statements that 

God raised Jesus from the dead. The four facts are: 

1. Jesus was dead when He was taken down from the cross; 

2. Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb by Joseph of Arimathea, and the tomb was subsequently 

discovered empty; 

3. On multiple occasions and under various circumstances, different individuals and groups of 

people experienced appearances of Jesus alive from the dead; 

4. The original disciples believed that Jesus was raised from the dead, despite their having 

every predisposition to the contrary.  

 

FACT #1 – Jesus’ Death 

 

Jesus was beaten, scourged, had his scalp lacerated with thorns, carried a heavy load under which 

he collapsed, had his hands and feet pierced by nails, asphyxiated on the cross, was speared in the 

heart, and then was finally assessed by experienced Roman executioners to ensure he was dead. 

This is recorded in the Biblical gospels, and the fact that he was crucified is confirmed by such 

ancient sources as Josephus, Tacitus and the Jewish Talmud. 

 

Modern medical knowledge sheds some light on the effect such an ordeal would have had on the 

human body physiologically. Jesus suffering began with sweating blood in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, moments before his arrest (Luke 22:44). This is a known medical condition, 

hematidrosis, associated with a high degree of physical stress, which would have had an incidental 

effect of heightening Jesus’ skin sensitivity. 

 

He was then flogged by Roman soldiers, using a leather whip with metal balls and bone shards 

woven into the strands. This would have shredded the skin of his back, from shoulders to buttocks, 

sometimes exposing the spine, and causing the loss of a lot of blood (medical term: hypovolemic 

shock). It was not uncommon for Roman prisoners and criminals to die from such a flogging. 

 

Once he arrived at the site of the crucifixion, Jesus’ hands would have been nailed to the cross-

beam of the cross, using 6 inch metal spikes, driven through the wrists, between the forearm 

bones, crushing the median nerves. His shoulders would have been dislocated in the process. 

Once the crossbar was hoisted into place, similar spikes would have been driven through his 

ankles, crushing similar nerves in his feet. 

 

Crucifixion was a slow death by asphyxiation. The position prisoners were hung in placed stress on 

their muscles and diaphragms, forcing the chest into the inhaled position. In order to breathe, a 

crucified person would have to push up with their feet, scraping their back against the cross and 

causing intense pain, but allowing them to breathe out. This would continue until they were too 

tired to push themselves up anymore, asphyxiating them. The Roman guards would often speed 
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this process up by breaking the legs of crucified victims (as happened to the two men Jesus was 

crucified with; John 19:31-32). 

 

One aspect of the gospel account of the crucifixion that attracts much criticism, is the description 

of blood and water that gushed from Jesus’ side, when he was speared by the Roman guards prior 

to taking him down from the cross (John 19:34-35). But modern medical knowledge has an 

explanation for this as well: hypovolemic shock such as that experienced by Jesus would have led 

to heart failure, and the buildup of fluid in the membrane surrounding the heart and the lungs 

(pericardial effusions and pleural effusion). If a sharp object, such as a spear, were driven through 

the lung and into the heart, then this effusion would have gushed out of the wound, along with 

blood, with the appearance of a clear fluid like water. 

 

In summary: we can be confident that Jesus was medically dead when he was taken down from the 

cross. 

 

FACT #2 – The Empty Tomb 

 

The Gospels are the primary source of the burial tradition of Jesus. The earliest of the Gospels is 

Mark, which is estimated by most critical scholars to have been written about 30 years after Jesus’ 

death. This in itself makes it a very early, and therefore reliable source, as there would have been 

insufficient time for legends to develop and generations of retelling to have corrupted the original 

story. 

 

Even so, there is strong literary evidence to suggest that the passion story in Mark’s gospel is 

earlier still. The gospels, Mark in particular, tend to consist of brief snapshots of Jesus’ life which 

are loosely connected and not always chronologically arranged. But the passion story (including 

the burial) is a smooth, continuously-running narrative. This suggests that the passion story was 

one of Mark’s sources of information in writing his gospel.  

 

The fact that Jesus was buried is also attested to by Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians. First 

Corinthians is estimated by most scholars to have been written sometime between 50 and 58AD; 

it was circulating within 25 years of Jesus’ death, making it another very early account. 

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:3ff, Paul quotes a very old tradition (a creed):  

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received… that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures….” 

 

This is a highly stylized formula, filled with non-Pauline literary characteristics. Paul uses typical 

rabbinical terms such as “received” and “delivered” with regard to the information he is passing 

on to the Corinthians. This has convinced the majority of scholars that Paul is, as he says, quoting 

from an old tradition which he himself received in his first visit to Jerusalem after becoming a 

Christian (likely within 3-5 years of Jesus’ death). Such a short time span makes any suggestion of 

the burial story being a legendary development implausible. 

 

Mark recounts that Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin (the Jewish court that 

condemned Jesus) received Jesus’ body from Pilate and buried it in his own tomb. This is regarded 

as being true, as is it a very unlikely Christian invention.  
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It is clear there was strong resentment against the Jewish leadership for their role in the 

condemnation of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 2.15). As such, it is highly improbable that Christians 

would invent a member of the court that condemned Jesus, who then honors Jesus by giving him a 

proper burial instead of allowing him to be dispatched as a common criminal. 

 

In addition, if the burial story is as early as historical enquiry suggests, then if Joseph of Arimathea 

1) was an invention or 2) was a real person, but not involved in the burial, this would have been 

easy to ascertain. If burial by Joseph were fictitious, then we would expect to find either some 

historical trace of what actually happened to Jesus’ corpse or at least some competing legends. 

However, no contradictions or competing burial story exists. 

 

Lastly, the Jewish allegation that the disciples stole Jesus’ body (Matthew 28:11-15) is positive 

evidence that shows the body was missing from the tomb. The Jewish response to the disciples’ 

proclamation, “He is risen!” was not to point to his occupied tomb and to laugh them off as 

fanatics, but to claim they had stolen Jesus’ body. Thus, we have evidence of the empty tomb from 

the very opponents of the early Christians. Other (non-Biblical) sources such as Justin Martyr, 

Tertullian and the Tolodeth Yeshu, all attest to the Jews affirming that the tomb was empty in 

their attempts to explain it away. 

 

In summary: the burial tradition is part of a very early tradition that was around within 3-5 years 

(at the earliest) or 30 years (at the latest) of Jesus’ death. This means that Joseph of Arimathea’s 

involvement is extremely unlikely to be false. This in turn means that the location of Jesus’ burial 

site would have been known (or easily ascertainable) was known to Jew, Christian and Roman 

alike. The disciples could never have proclaimed his resurrection in Jerusalem if the tomb had not 

been empty.  

 

FACT #3 – The Post-Mortem Appearances 

 

On multiple occasions, and under various circumstances, different individuals and groups of 

people experienced appearances of Jesus alive, after he was crucified. These appearances are 

recorded, in part, in the gospel accounts, in Acts, and by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, as part of the 

same creed that contained the burial tradition. This provides multiple, independent attestation of 

other people’s appearances. 

 

The gospels record the appearance to the women at the tomb, to Peter and the rest of the Twelve, 

as well as to other disciples. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians that Jesus appeared to Cephas [Peter], 

then to the Twelve Disciples, then to over 500 people, then to Jesus’ brother James, the other 

early church leaders, and lastly, to himself (1 Corinthians 15:5-7). 

 

As has already been discussed, 1 Corinthians was itself early account; this creed even more so. In 

fact, Paul emphasizes in 1 Corinthians 15:7, that “…most of whom [the 500 people] are still 

living…” The implication being, that Paul is not expecting his readers of the day to take his word 

about the post-mortem appearances, but is saying that they can go and speak with the witnesses 

for themselves.  In addition, certain of the appearance traditions have earmarks of historicity, in 

that they provide explanation for dramatic shifts in the course of the recipient’s lives. For example, 

we have good evidence from the gospels that neither James nor any of Jesus’ younger brothers 

believed in him during his lifetime. There is no reason to think that the early church would 

generate fictitious stories concerning the unbelief of Jesus’ family had they been faithful followers 

all along, so this is accepted by most historians. 
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But it is indisputable that James and his brothers become active Christian believers following 

Jesus’ death. James himself was even considered an apostle, and eventually rose to the position of 

leadership of the church in Jerusalem, and was present at the Council of Jerusalem, recorded in 

Acts 15 and estimated to have been held around 50AD. According to the first century Jewish 

historian Josephus, James was stoned to death, martyred for his faith in Christ, in the late AD 60s. 

 

If James didn’t believe in Jesus during his lifetime, something must have happened that brought 

about such a radical transformation. It would take something quite extraordinary for someone to 

become convinced that their brother was God, so much so that they would be ready to die for that 

belief… a post-mortem appearance of your brother alive again after his death, such as Paul claims 

James experienced, perhaps?  

 

In summary: the claims that Jesus rose from the dead were not legendary developments, but 

something that existed very early on in the first century church. Multiple people claimed to have 

experienced appearances of Jesus alive after his death, and many were martyred for this belief. 

 

FACT #4 – The Disciples’ Transformation 

 

Think of the situation the disciples faced after Jesus’ crucifixion: their leader was dead, they were 

scattered and hiding. Jews had no belief in a dying (much less rising) Messiah… the Messiah was 

supposed to throw off Israel’s enemies and re-establish a Davidic-era reign – not suffer and die.
5
 

Especially death on the cross, as a criminal; under Jewish law, such a death showed Jesus to be a 

heretic, a man literally under the curse of God (Deuteronomy 21:23). 

 

While Jews did believe in the resurrection of the dead, this event was to occur at the end of the 

world. They had no provision for anyone’s rising from the dead to glory and immortality before 

this general resurrection at the end of the world. All the disciples could do (from a Jewish 

perspective) was to preserve their Master’s tomb, as a shrine where his bones could reside until 

that day when all of Israel’s righteous dead would be raised by God to glory. 

 

Despite this cultural background, and every predisposition to the contrary, the lives of the twelve 

disciples were radically transformed, shifting overnight from terrified outcasts to bold proclaimers 

of Jesus’ resurrection and divinity. So life-changing was this event that even in the face of 

persecution, torture and execution, every disciple continued faithfully proclaiming the 

resurrection until their execution or exile. We can infer from this willingness to be martyred, that 

they genuinely believed their claims. This begs the questions, what happened to them that 

transformed their lives and inspired such a powerful belief? 

 

In summary: something happened which transformed the disciples from a group of cowards into a 

zealous missionary society, who took the message of Jesus’ resurrection throughout the known 

world, enduring trials, torture and death in the process. 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
5

 Wright, N. T., “Jesus’ Resurrection and Christian Origins,” Gregorianum, 83/4, 615–635, 2002.  Available for download from 
http://www.ntwrightpage.com/Wright_Jesus_Resurrection.htm, and well worth the read on the Greco-Roman and Jewish 
context and belief in the afterlife. 
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Evaluating Historical Hypotheses 

 

So, we have four facts – agreed upon by the majority of scholars who have written on these 

subjects – which any adequate historical hypothesis must account for: Jesus’ death, the discovery 

of His empty tomb, His post-mortem appearances, and the origin of the disciples’ belief in His 

resurrection.  

 

Christians maintain that the best explanation of these four facts is that God raised Jesus from the 

dead. But are there feasible alternatives? And how can we judge between competing hypotheses? 

There are 6 tests historians commonly use in determining what the best explanation is for any 

given historical facts:
6
 

1) It must have great explanatory scope; 

2) It must have great explanatory power; 

3) It must be plausible; 

4) It must not be ad hoc or contrived; 

5) It must accord with accepted beliefs; 

6) It must outstrip any rival hypotheses in satisfying each of the above conditions. 

 

The resurrection hypothesis passes all these tests: 

 

It has great explanatory scope and power, in that it explains why the tomb was found empty and 

Jesus’ body was missing; why people repeatedly saw Jesus alive despite his earlier public 

execution; and why the Christian faith came into being. Given the historical context of Jesus’ own 

unparalleled life and claims, the resurrection serves as divine confirmation of those radical claims, 

making it a plausible hypothesis.  

 

It is not ad hoc or contrived; it only requires one additional hypothesis, which is, the possibility 

that God exists: something that the majority of people already accept in one form or another. 

There are often claims that the resurrection hypothesis doesn’t accord with accepted beliefs, 

namely, that people don’t rise naturally from the dead. However, this argument misses the mark: 

no Christian would argue that Jesus naturally rose from the dead. The resurrection claim is that 

God brought Jesus back to life—something that, if God does exist, is feasibly within His power. 

 

Lastly, it easily outstrips any of its rival hypotheses in meeting the first five conditions. Throughout 

history, various alternative explanations of these four facts have been offered, such as the swoon 

theory, the conspiracy theory, hallucinations, or that the resurrection is so implausible that it 

cannot be true. None of these naturalistic hypotheses succeeds in meeting the conditions as well 

as the resurrection hypothesis. 

 

Summary of Prominent Competing Theories 

 

The ‘swoon theory’ essentially argues that Jesus didn’t die on the Cross; He simply fainted from 

exhaustion, and was wrongly believed dead by the Roman guards; or that when He was given 

liquid on a sponge to drink (Mark 15:44), He was actually given a drug to make it seem like he died 

(à la Romeo and Juliet). He was then revived by the cool air of the tomb He was placed in. 

Proponents of this theory also point to the fact that Pilate seemed surprised at how quickly Jesus 

had ‘died’ (Mark 15:44).  

                                                        
6 

McCullagh, C Behan. Justifying Historical Descriptions. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984, p19.
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However, this theory fails to account for a few issues. Firstly, you can’t fake the inability to breath 

for long! Secondly, even if Jesus had swooned or been given some type of drug, the plan to escape 

the cross would have been stymied by the Roman spear thrust into His heart. We can be confident 

this happened, because of the eyewitness description of water and blood – something modern 

medical knowledge tells us to expect, but that no first century witness would expect to see. Lastly, 

the swoon theory cannot account for the disciple’s transformed lives (Fact 4). Even if we accept as 

the possibility that Jesus survived the cross, Jesus’ physical condition – His dislocated shoulders, 

gaping wounds to His back, spear thrust to His chest, and nail-pierced hands and feet with their 

crushed nerves – could not evoke a belief that He victoriously triumphed over the grave, nor a 

hope that one day, His followers would receive a “resurrection body” like His.  

 

It is also telling that this is a modern theory: there is no competing tradition from the first century 

that claimed Jesus survived the cross. Even in the face of accounts of Jesus’ post-mortem 

experience, nobody claimed He had not died. The earliest records, biblical as well as secular, are 

emphatic about Jesus’ death. 

 

The ‘conspiracy theory’ accepts that Jesus died on the Cross, but essentially argues that the reason 

the tomb was empty was that the disciples stole Jesus’ body out of the tomb. The earliest known 

example of the conspiracy theory occurs in the first century, when the Jewish leaders claimed that 

the disciples stole the body to account for the missing tomb (Matthew 28:11-15). This claim is 

discussed earlier in establishing the fact of the empty tomb, and it is a claim that is recorded not 

just Biblically, but also in secular historical sources such as Justin Martyr, Tertullian and the 

Tolodeth Yeshu. 

 

The problem with this theory is that while it purports to explain the empty tomb, it cannot 

account for the disciple’s sincere belief in the truth of the resurrection, which they proclaimed to 

their deaths. If the resurrection was a hoax based on a theft of Jesus’ body we would expect to 

hear competing traditions that at least one of the disciples recanted to spare their lives. After all, 

who would willingly die for something they knew to be false?  

 

A variant of the conspiracy theory is that the body was stolen, by someone other than the 

disciples. As such, it is contended, the disciples would have genuinely believed in the resurrection. 

This version of the theory, then, claims to explain not just the empty tomb, but also the disciple’s 

transformed lives. However, such a theory appears to be quite ad hoc, or contrived. It fails to 

explain who, exactly, is supposed to have removed the body. Certainly it was not the Jewish 

authorities, for if they had, then as soon as resurrection claims were aired, they would have 

produced the body to refute them! 

 

Furthermore, neither variant of the conspiracy theory is able to explain the method by which the 

body was stolen. The gospels record that the Jewish leaders had placed a guard over the tomb and 

sealed the boulder securing the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66). Such measure would have been a large 

obstacle in any plans to remove the body from the tomb. 

 

Finally, it is important to recognize that the fact of the empty tomb alone cannot account for a 

belief in the resurrection; a crucial fact in the case for the resurrection is the post mortem 

appearances. The conspiracy theory gives no explanation for the fact that hundreds of people – 

friends, skeptics and enemies alike – claimed to experience appearances of Jesus alive after his 

death. 
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The ‘hallucination theory’ accepts that maybe the witnesses to Jesus’ post mortem appearances 

sincerely believed they saw Jesus, but perhaps they were in fact experiencing a hallucination that 

convinced them they were encountering Jesus when they really weren’t.  

 

The biggest problem with this theory is that hallucinations are individual occurrences. By their very 

nature, only one person can see a hallucination at a time, as hallucinations exist only in a 

subjective, personal sense. Hence, the Gospel and Pauline accounts that groups of people 

experienced the same appearance of Jesus cannot be attributed to hallucinations. 

 

Secondly, hallucinations don’t fit the profile of the types of individuals who claimed to experience 

appearances of Jesus. Many psychologists argue that hallucinations often require an air of 

expectation or emotional excitement as "prerequisites". This makes individual hallucinations 

questionable for the disciples, who felt despair at the unexpected death of Jesus just hours before, 

and for sceptics/enemies like James and Paul. The wide variety of times and places when Jesus 

appeared, along with the differing mindsets of the witnesses, is by itself an insurmountable barrier 

for hallucinations. 

 

Additionally, the hallucination theory cannot explain the disciple’s transformed lives, or the empty 

tomb. Psychologists accept that, generally, hallucinations do not transform lives. Studies have 

argued that even those who hallucinate often (perhaps usually) disavow the experiences when 

others present have not seen the same thing. Yet we have seen that the disciples were 

transformed even to the point of being quite willing to die for their faith, and no early text reports 

that any of them ever recanted. To believe that this quality of conviction came about through false 

sensory perceptions without anyone rejecting it later is highly problematic. 

 

The final commonly espoused alternative hypothesis is that the resurrection is so implausible, that 

it cannot be true. Proponents argue (1) the resurrection is a miracle; (2) miracles are by definition 

so highly improbable that they’re the least probable occurrence in any given instance and 

therefore (3) any alternative natural theory, no matter how improbable, is more plausible that the 

conclusion that God raised Jesus from the dead. 

 

This is not, per se, an attempt to account for the four historical facts. At this point, the issue is no 

longer a historical one but a philosophical question about whether miracles are even possible.
7
 

The short answer is if God exists, then miracles can occur.  

 

Now, it is true that miracles are unlikely. But history is rife with examples of unique, non-

repeatable, inherently improbable events that we nonetheless accept as having occurred because 

of the availability of historical records and eye-witness accounts. 

 

So in the case of the resurrection, yes, it is highly improbable that a person would come back to 

life. However, this general experience is outweighed by the evidence for Jesus’ death, the empty 

tomb, the post-mortem appearances and the disciple’s transformation. 

 

 

 

                                                        
7
 Logos presented a message in November 2008 defending miracles; for resources from this message, see 

http://www.mediafire.com/?f5e2ekqcv20g9.  
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Conclusion 

 

We’ve seen that there is extraordinary evidence supporting four basic historical facts: Jesus died 

on the cross; His tomb became empty; Jesus appeared alive after his death to his followers; and 

the disciples’ lives were transformed: they went to their death testifying to the truth of the 

resurrection. 

 

What explanation best explains these facts in a manner that is internally consistent, plausible, not 

contrived, and doesn’t rely on multiple additional hypotheses? Christians would argue it is that 

God raised Jesus from the dead. The resurrection hypothesis far outstrips any of the competing 

theories in these conditions.  History has a resurrection shaped hole at its centre. 

 

As Christians, there are a number of things that we accept on faith. However, faith is not the 

absence of evidence; rather, it is a response to it. Studying the evidence for the resurrection, we 

believe, will lead you to the conclusions that God did raise Jesus from the dead in vindication of 

Jesus claims to divinity and authority.  
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“The Enduring Reality of Hell – Responding to Annihilationism and Universalism”  
… Steve Baso reflects8 

 

Christians cling to a living hope in the resurrection of Christ, that when they die, they will be resurrected to 

spend an eternity in God’s presence (1 Peter 1:3; Titus 3:7). But if we accept the Biblical teachings on 

‘heaven’ and the New Creation, we must also accept the teachings on hell? But what has happened to hell?  

 

In Western society hell is an abstract idea, rarely taken seriously. If popular media is to be believed, 

whenever someone dies, they “go to a better place”. While most people, when pressed, will accept the 

possibility of hell, almost everyone expects that they will be going to the “better place” when they die. 

 

Even within the Church, hell has become a taboo topic, outweighed by notions of God’s love. We easily 

forget that Jesus spent more time teaching on hell than on any other single topic. Most Christians inform 

their view of hell from a cultural perspective, not a Scriptural one.9 As a result, many Christians have a 

distorted understanding of the nature of hell.  

 

The Bible teaches that hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment, and presents it as the final abode for 

those consigned to eternal punishment at the Last Judgment (Matthew 25:41-46; Revelation 20:11-15). It is 

described using imagery of fire and darkness (Jude 7, 13), of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 

13:42, 24:51, 25:30), of destruction (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 2 Peter 3:7) and of torment (Revelation 20:10). 

While there is certainly scope for these terms to be literal, it seems that that they are symbolic of a reality 

which is beyond our imagination (fire and darkness would be mutually exclusive in literal terms).  

 

While commonly described as the absence of God, hell is more correctly perceived as a negative 

relationship to God; an experience not of His absence, so much as of His holy presence impacting an 

unregenerate person.  Theologian Stanley Grenz calls this the shadow side of God’s love: the same sun that 

melts the ice hardens the clay.  Consider the sun: its light and heat can simultaneously sustain and 

engender life, while also withering the grass. Similarly, God is portrayed as a fire, which both consumes 

refines (Malachi 3:2-3; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15) and consumes (Hebrews 10:26-31; 12:29).   

 

Lastly, it’s important to remember that God does not “send” people to hell; hell is self-chosen. Each person 

in hell will realise they sentenced themself to it by loving darkness rather than light, by preferring the 

pleasures of sin for a season to self-denying righteousness, by rejecting Jesus rather than coming to Him 

(John 3:18-21; Romans 1:8-32; Hebrews 11:25). As C. S. Lewis said, the door to hell is locked from the 

inside: “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those 

to whom God says, in the end, ‘Thy will be done.’” (The Great Divorce) 

 

There are two popular misunderstandings that exist within the church about the nature of hell, both of 

which arise, at least in part, from a wrong understanding of God’s love that pits this attribute against God’s 

holiness and justice. These are annihilationism and universalism.10 

 

Annihilationism is the belief that after the wicked have suffered the penalty of God’s wrath for a time, God 

will “annihilate” them so they no longer exist. The primary argument in favour of this position are the 

biblical references to destruction of the wicked (Philippians 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-

9; 2 Peter 3:7), which proponents claim imply that the wicked will no longer exist after they are destroyed. 

A secondary argument is the inconsistency between eternal conscious punishment and God’s love. 

                                                        
8
 Logos has previously prepared a factsheet addressing the concept of hell in light of God’s love and justice as part of the 

‘God’s Two Hands’ sermon (see http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/gods-two-hands/), as well as one which 
discusses what happens to non-Christians who haven’t heard the Gospel as part of the ‘Many Paths, One Door’ sermon (see 
http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/many-paths-one-door/).  

9 
Logos has previously presented a message on Hell, available from http://www.mediafire.com/?tu279fkofwlal.  

10 
The latest recycling of such arguments comes courtesy of Rob Bell in his book Love Wins.  
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Difficulties with this argument are that the biblical passages referring to destruction do not necessarily 

mean the cessation of existence, but rather refer to the destructive effects of final judgment on the 

unbeliever. Indeed, the Greek work used in these passages for destruction (apoleia) is used in Matthew 

26:8 referring to the “waste” of the ointment poured on Jesus’ head (which certainly still existed). 

 

The second common misunderstanding about hell is Universalism. This is the belief that every human being 

whom God has created (or will create) will ultimately come to enjoy the everlasting salvation which 

Christians receive though faith in Christ ... irrespective of their actions or beliefs in this life. It suggests that 

the wicked will be consigned to hell, but once there, they will eventually decide to accept Christ and receive 

salvation. 

 

The impetus for this belief is the magnitude of God’s love. Since God is love, He would not consign anyone, 

or permit anyone, to endure eternal punishment. Therefore, punishment cannot be eternal. The primary 

biblical texts used to support this position are 1 Timothy 2:4 and 2 Peter 3:9, which teach that God’s will is 

for all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, and that none should perish. Another 

commonly cited passage is 2 Corinthians 5:19 – “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them.” 

 

However, the biblical texts relied upon by Universalists must be interpreted within the context of the 

entirety of Scripture. Throughout Scripture, there are multiple attestations to the eternal nature of hell 

(Daniel 12:1-2; Isaiah 51:8, 66:24; Malachi 4:1; Matthew 25:41-46; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9; 2 Peter 2:4,9; 

Revelation 20:10), including a statement by Jesus that after the judgment, the wicked “will go away to 

eternal punishment” (Matthew 25:46).  

 

Both annihilationism and universalism make similar arguments: God is love (1 John 4:16), and rather than 

requiring the wicked to suffer in torment for all eternity, a loving God would be merciful (whether that act 

of mercy is release from existence, or eventually permitting access into the New Creation). 

 

While it is true that God is love, and He does not want anyone to perish, the conclusions that 

annihilationism and universalism draws from these truths distort the Biblical picture of God’s love, ignoring 

the interrelationship between God’s love and God’s justice. It also misunderstands the biblical teaching on 

salvation. 

 

God’s love can only be properly understood in the context of the cross – the place where His love and 

justice meet. The Bible teaches that the ultimate demonstration of God’s love is “that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Similarly, we see in John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” God’s love 

is irrevocably demonstrated in Christ. Why? Because through Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, God’s love and 

mercy make a way for sinful humans to avoid the just consequences of their action. 

 

The Cross is necessary to effect God’s desire and purpose, that as many as possible would be saved. Christ 

died as a man and become an acceptable substitute for us by virtue of His sinless humanity. He took our 

punishment upon Himself, bearing our sin and suffering for us. He came and took our place on the cross so 

that we could join Him in His inheritance, immediately in Heaven after we die, and ultimately in the New 

Creation where Heaven comes to earth and God dwells in the centre of the garden-city.  

 

In His mercy, He is delaying the hour of the Final Judgment, so that as many might be saved as possible. 

Peter presents this vividly in 2 Peter 3, drawing comparisons between God’s finial judgment, and His first 

judgment upon mankind, the flood. Drawing upon Peter’s flood analogy, God’s patience has a limit; there 

will be a point when the doors to the ark are shut and the floodwaters begin to rise. At that point, there are 

no further chances for anyone to board the ark and be saved. 
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Similarly, it is incumbent upon every person to “work out our salvation with fear and trembling” 

(Philippians 2:12), before we reach our judgment, after we die (Hebrews 9:17; 11:25). Why would the Bible 

place such emphasis on repenting “today” (Hebrews 3:13), about being found blameless on the day of 

Christ (2 Peter 3:14), about not neglecting such a great salvation (Hebrews 2:3) if we have forever to figure 

things out in the next life? 

 

However, God’s love for us is so great, that He permits us the freedom to reject His truth, in part or in 

whole. If we choose to reject Him and adhere to a god of our making – or no god at all – He will allow it. 

The only way God can honour our choice to reject Him, is to allow us to experience the full consequences 

which flow from that choice (i.e., hell). He will not annihilate anyone, as that would be a repudiation of 

their choice to reject Him.  

 

If we chose in this life not to accept the gift of salvation that God freely offers us through Jesus Christ, then 

we must realise that we will bear the consequences of that choice in the afterlife; we will experience an 

eternity of regret in hell. There will be no second chances once the Day of Judgment has come, and there 

will be no reprieve from the consequences of our choices and actions.  

 

In Philippians 2:9-11 we are told that one day every knee will bow and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  

C.S. Lewis reflected on this passage thus, in Mere Christianity:  

 

“It will be too late then [once Jesus is revealed on judgment day as Lord of all] to choose your side. There 

is no use saying you choose to kneel when it has become impossible to stand. That will not be the time 

for choosing; it will be the time when we discover which side we have really chosen, whether we realized 

it before or not. Now, today, this moment is our chance to choose the right side. God is holding back, to 

give us that chance. It will not last forever. We must take it or leave it." 
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“Living like tomorrow never ends” by Simon Smart, 15 October 2011 11 
 

The quest for amortality, growing older 

but never growing up, excises the natural 

rhythms of ageing. 

 

Summer's on the way and with it a 

smorgasbord of live music to draw us out 

of our seasonal hibernation. A quick scan 

of the eclectic list of acts on their way 

down under is oddly revealing. 

Sandwiched between the contemporary 

Arctic Monkeys, Kings of Leon and the Foo 

Fighters are Steely Dan, Steve Winwood, 

Rod Stewart, Meat Loaf, and - give me 

strength - Hall and Oates. 

 

All these 1970s rockers riding a wave of 

nostalgia and rehab are but one example 

of a growing segment of the population 

that writer Catherine Mayer has labelled the ''amortals''. 

 

The amortal is immediately recognisable. It's the 70-year-old you saw at the pool this morning with better 

abs, lats and pecs than you ever had. He swam three kilometres more than you, and the last you saw of him 

he was riding home, via a cooking class, to complete that book he never got around to writing. 

Advertisement: Story continues below 

 

The term Mayer coined is now widely used. One writer describes amortality as the mass condition where 

people don't act their age and don't acknowledge death. The New York Times regards the phenomenon as 

a ''state of hopeful agelessness wherein one acts the same from adolescence to the grave''. Think 

Madonna, Richard Branson, Mick Jagger, Hugh Hefner and our very own amortal, Warnie. 

 

Amortality is related to the fact that people are living longer - by 2050 more than a fifth of humanity will be 

60 or older. But it's more than this, as Mayer explains in her book, Amortality: the Pleasures and Perils of 

Living Agelessly. The defining characteristic of amortality, she says, is to live in the same way, at the same 

pitch, doing and consuming much the same things, from late teens right up until death. 

 

It's a blending together of the different ages and stages of life. ''It's your 49-year-old wife, lean and fit in 

Prada and Topshop, swapping clothes and downloads with her best friend, your 18-year-old daughter. It's 

groovy old men, not grumpy ones. It's nine-year-olds doing what 1970s teenagers did,'' writes the British 

commentator Peter York. 

 

Whereas once we experienced clear cultural markers and expectations provided by parents, teachers, 

church and state, these no longer hold sway. Accompanying this shift has been a loss of the rhythm of life, 

and the transition towards maturity and age that was once considered fitting and appropriate. 

 

Don't get me wrong. Much of what is ascribed to amortality is positive. We are experiencing better health 

and finding ways of keeping active and engaged well into our 80s. Taking hold of life at any stage rather 

than slipping from it is a good thing. 

 

                                                        
11

 http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/living-like-tomorrow-never-ends-20111014-1lp2m.html   
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A great story out of Japan this year captures this spirit in its best light. Two hundred pensioners, "The 

Skilled Veteran Corps" of engineers and other professionals, recently volunteered to help tackle the crisis at 

the damaged Fukushima Nuclear Plant in place of current workers. They dusted off the overalls, knowing 

they had something to contribute, and that they could stand in the place of a younger person susceptible to 

the radiation. 

 

Amortality may even prop up the economy with more use of gyms, drug companies and health spas, and 

the positive thinking that goes with it no doubt has its place. 

 

But the amortality story has a darker side as well. Mayer describes ''awful manifestations'' - a grasping 

desperation to hold on to youth, and cosmetic enhancements that leave us looking ridiculous. 

 

As it frequently does, the US is leading the way in this. Australian statistics are notoriously hard to come by, 

but according to the American Society of Plastic Surgeons report for last year, $10.1 billion was spent on 

13.1 million cosmetic procedures - up 5 per cent on the previous year. Of these, 48 per cent were for 

people aged 40-54 - that group accounting for almost half of the buttock lifts, cheek implants, liposuction 

and tummy tucks. Breast augmentation continues to be the most popular cosmetic procedure. Figures out 

of Britain reveal similar trends. Clearly, when things start to droop, the surgeons get to work sculpting. Nine 

out of 10 patients of all cosmetic procedures are women. 

 

What about the blokes? Given the amount of steroids being smuggled into the country through airports 

and the postal system - doubling in the past five years, according to Australian Customs - the signs are that 

men are willing to pay a high price for size and the chiselled look. 

 

The dangers of such behaviour are well known, but somehow the risks are deemed worth it. And while 

admittedly my own calves could do with some help, all of this reeks of desperation, superficiality and a 

culture that has lost its moorings. 

 

Extreme examples of amortality involve a narcissistic refusal to grow up. Sociologist Michael Kimmel's book 

Guyland: the Perilous World Where Boys Become Men tells of a generation of young men who are 

obsessed with never wanting to grow up and who delay adulthood indefinitely. 

 

Kimmel says that for those in ''Guyland'', the traditional markers of manhood - leaving home, getting an 

education, finding a partner, starting work and becoming a father - have been pushed out to an endless frat 

party of male bonding rituals and avoidance of commitment to work, relationships and life. This 

demographic craves video games, sports and depersonalised sexual relationships. 

 

Mayer believes amortality is at least partly a function of a move away from religion as the story that 

provides a framework for our lives, along with an abandonment of the sense that this world is not all there 

is. As more of us have embraced a materialistic, closed universe, we have had to face what Paul Tillich calls 

the ''threat of non-being''. 

 

The great irony of a society that worships youth and seeks to extend it beyond any reasonable measure is 

that death is the great shadow that hangs over all our frantic attempts to avoid decline. We might avoid 

talking about it, but we've become a death-haunted culture. 

 

This is seen no more clearly than in the bizarre practice of cryonics, the low-temperature preservation of 

human beings in the hope of future resuscitation. Like cosmetic surgery, cryonics is the preserve of the rich, 

seeking to cheat death and to maximise or extend life. 

 

The cryonics guru Aubrey de Grey sees it as unnecessarily fatalistic to accept that we're all going to get old 

and sick and die painful deaths. "There are a 100,000 people dying each day from age-related diseases," he 

says. "We can stop this carnage. It's simply a matter of deciding that's what we should be doing.'' 
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No one wants to die a lingering death but de Grey's solution is typical of a modernist approach - regard 

everything as a technical problem in order to solve it. This includes birth, life, ageing and even death. 

 

Our society has completed a cultural shift that moved us away from thinking of ageing as a spiritual journey 

to considering it mostly as a scientific problem - viewed only as an obstacle to modernity's dream of 

unlimited individual health and wealth. 

 

Carol Bailey Stoneking, a professor of religion at High Point University, North Carolina, believes the age of 

40 often marks the beginning of exhaustive if delusional attempts to seem younger, and remain necessary. 

 

''These [efforts] circumvent the looming possibility of displacement,'' she says. 

 

''Unfortunately, modernity, which prizes self-mastery, efficiency and technical control, provides precious 

little nourishment for the seeds of such wisdom. In a society that leads us to believe we are the exclusive 

authors of our own stories, of our own endings, the fragility of a 'good old age' is indeed its susceptibility to 

luck.'' 

 

While some cultures revere elders, ours idealises youth. Consequently modern life has struggled to give 

due deference to older people. Even campaigners seeking to overcome ageism have merely replaced one 

stereotype with another. Instead of the senile, crochety, impotent and doddery old folk, we are presented 

with images of grey-haired, fit, sexually active bungy jumpers and triathletes. In other words, they're 

pseudo young people. Somehow in this picture the natural ups and downs of growing old have been 

excised. 

 

The fear of death remains an imposing presence and problem. 

 

The 13th-century philosopher and theologian Thomas Aquinas believed that a true understanding of our 

place in the world must include a sadness and dejection about our own frailty, and the suffering that's part 

of the human condition and our inability to change either fundamentally. 

 

For Aquinas, the problem was not how to prevent sadness, which is appropriate, but finding a means of 

avoiding depression, despair or apathy. Of course, his answer involved situating this human dilemma within 

a theistic worldview. Aquinas would agree that what we need is not a superficial optimism when it comes 

to ageing, but real hope that is grounded in something substantial. 

 

The philosopher Ernst Bloch believed the only way the modern person who has rejected belief in God lives 

in the face of death is by subconsciously borrowing the belief in immortality that her forebears held, even 

when the basis for that belief has slipped away. 

 

If Bloch is right, it's through subliminally appropriating these remnants of belief in immortality and the 

divine that we maintain a sense of self-identity and ward off despair, managing to live as if the party will 

never end. 

 

''This quite shallow courage feasts on a borrowed credit card. It lives from earlier hopes and the support 

that they once had provided,'' Bloch says. 

 

The French existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre believed that hours or years make no difference ''once you have 

lost eternity''. However we might attempt to deal with that dilemma, it's very clear that in the West, at 

least, we have opted for distraction as our overriding demand, and hence entertainment has become the 

dominant mode in everything from education to government, to relationships, to advertising and even 

church. 

 

We're ''amusing ourselves to death'', wrote the American social critic Neil Postman, and that was in the 

mid-'80s. One can only imagine what he would make of the iPad age. 
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Much of modern life involves finding ways to keep our minds off the realities of our transient existence and 

inability to make sense of it all. This may well be what lies at the heart of amortality. 

 

Bob Dylan once sang that ''when all you held sacred falls down and does not mend, just remember that 

death is not the end''. 

 

For those who still believe that, it can make all the difference when it comes to embracing life, but also 

facing our inevitable end. 
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Q&A with Dr. Gary Habermas: NDEs and Life After Death  
 

Habermas, Gary R., and James Porter Moreland. Beyond Death: Exploring the Evidence for Immortality. 

Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 1998. (http://www.garyhabermas.com/qa/qa_index.htm#nea) 

Question: I am an agnostic who is interested in studying theism. Christianity intrigues me. I like empirical 

evidence and have some questions regarding near death experiences. Could NDEs result from deceptive 

spiritual forces to which non-Christians may be susceptible due to the state of their heart? Where do you 

reference the evidential NDEs to which you refer? Does one of your publications answer these issues?  

Answer: Yes, I have co-authored a book with JP Moreland, Beyond Death (Wipf & Stock Publishers) with 

three lengthy chapters on NDEs. I have a partial chapter on your first question. The short answer is that 

some NDEs definitely indicate what might be called spiritual forces. Basically, I don't think the nature of 

NDEs helps us construct what kind of world view is true, only that the naturalistic alternative is probably 

false, since there is very strong evidence here for an afterlife. Still, I think that after they have an experience 

that is sometimes verifiable, NDErs then basically interpret their these experiences according to their own 

world view. But if the evidence does strongly indicate an afterlife, naturalism is the “odd man out.” The 

book provides about 20 evidential cases of various sorts, including detailed references. Please let me know 

what you think about these matters.  

Question: Who published your book that talks about near-death experiences? I remember you mentioning 

that some people experienced NDEs, some of which were of hell-like states. Who went where? Were the 

people who went to heaven exceptionally good or were the people who went to hell really bad? I just 

thought it might provide some intriguing insights into who gets into heaven. This is an eternal question!  

Answer: Yes, I co-authored a book with J.P. Moreland, entitled Beyond Death, published by Wipf and Stock 

Publishers of Eugene, OR. It has three chapters on NDEs. It is very difficult to answer your question about 

Christians and non-Christians using only NDEs, since we are dealing with people's personal experiences. 

Then we have to add their interpretations of these experiences. But we do discuss this question in a good 

deal of detail on pages 178-183.  Christians teach that salvation comes from making a faith commitment to 

Jesus Christ. As I mentioned in the lectureship on Jesus' resurrection to which you refer, whenever the 

Gospel facts are defined in the New Testament, the "core" that is always mentioned is the Deity of Jesus 

Christ, his death for our sins, and his resurrection. This is the factual side. When a person in effect says, "I 

do" to Jesus, believing this Gospel, they become a Christian, which gives them, among other things, eternal 

life. I hope this is helpful.  

Question: What references would you recommend concerning the evidential value of NDE's?  

Answer: Here are a number of items for you to check out:  

1. The latest edition of my book with JP Moreland, either the Crossway edition (1998) or the Wipf and 

Stock reprint (2003), include three chapters on NDEs as opposed to only two chapters in the earlier 

edition.  

2. Negative critiques seldom ever address the evidential aspects of NDEs. For one that at least makes 

the attempt, see British psychologist Susan Blackmore, Dying to Live: Near Death Experiences 

(Prometheus Books, 1993).  

3. I responded to Blackmore, claiming that we do have at least some of the evidence that she 

required, including a few more Bibliographic items for you: Gary Habermas, "Near Death 

Experiences and the Evidence: A Review Essay," Christian Scholar's Review, 26:1 (Fall, 1996), pp. 78-

85.  

4. From one of the top medical researchers over the last 25 years: Michael Sabom, Light & Death: One 

Doctor's Fascinating account of Near-Death Experiences (Zondervan, 1998). (You've probably seen 
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his earlier, highly-acclaimed volume, Recollections of Death: A Medical Investigation [Harper and 

Row, 1982].)  

5. Sabom also wrote recently a two-part article where he shares some of his conclusions on NDEs: 

"The Shadow of Death," parts one & two, Christian Research Journal, 26:2 (2003) & 26:3 (2003).  

6. A critical response (with a creative title) by a University of Washington Medical School professor: If I 

Should Wake Before I Die: The Biblical and Medical Truth about Near- Death Experiences (Crossway, 

1997).  

7. Although it is a popular account, prominent New Testament scholar Graham Tweltree tells about 

his own NDE in: Life after Death (London: Monarch, 2002), pp. 24-27.  

8. Although it is older, I assume you have seen the often-reprinted article by well- known naturalistic 

philosopher A.J. Ayer, "What I Saw when I was Dead," originally published in the Sunday Telegraph, 

28 August, 1988. 

Question: What sources usefully critique the doctrine of reincarnation from a biblical perspective?  

Answer: I co-authored a book with JP Moreland, entitled Beyond Death. It came out with Crossway Books 

in 1998 & a new version was recently published by Wipf & Stock Publishers. (An older version without all 

the material is called Immortality from Thomas Nelson.) I tell you all this in case you can find a used copy. 

Anyway, there is a chapter full of critiques of reincarnation. You may find it helpful. Other good books on 

reincarnation include the following: Norman Geisler and J. Yutaka Amano, The Reincarnation Sensation 

(Tyndale House); Mark Albrecht, Reincarnation: A Christian Appraisal (InterVarsity) and John Snyder, 

Reincarnation vs. Resurrection (Moody Press).  

Question: The Bible states that we will die, and after that we will be judged (Hebrews 9:27). The Bible 

indicates that hell will be a punishment by fire. Some NDE's also indicate the same. I know that in your book 

together, J.P. Moreland states that, in the Bible, the descriptions of hell indicate some figurative language, 

something that I hope is true. But, if so, how does one account for the hellfire NDEs? If hell is figurative, in 

the sense of emotional suffering for one's rejection of God, like CS Lewis' view, then at the very least, life is 

completely empty without God. Earlier in my life, I could certainly attest to that truth. But if hell is physical 

suffering, then physical suffering is added to the emptiness. I absolutely don't want anyone to go through 

either form of hell. So shouldn't I be telling this to every person I see, praying that they come into a 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ? But like most people, who wants to be rejected or laughed at? 

But wouldn't talking to others be the proper and practical response? This consumes me. Anything help you 

can provide will be most appreciated.  

Answer: I think the verse in Hebrews is a general statement about human beings. People who were raised 

from the dead in the Bible, like Lazarus, were raised by a direct act of God—a miracle. So there are some 

exceptions to the statement in Hebrews. The hellfire NDEs consists of people's reports and experiences. 

They still could be correct in their reporting, but it's just very difficult to know for sure. According to both 

views, hell is a literal place of punishment without God for eternity. So you are definitely right to want to 

tell others. And I, too, share with you the difficulty of not liking to start religious conversations unless I am 

asked first. So, lately I've been trying to think a lot about how I'd tell someone if my favorite football team 

won the Super Bowl, or if I caught a large bass. I'd be so excited that I wouldn't care who heard me. So 

especially if the persons are my loved ones and friends, why wouldn't I want them to hear the greatest 

news in the world? 

For some really neat ideas about how to witness naturally by using some very innovative cards and things, 

see www.livingwaters.com.  
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Question: Can the intermediate state be compared to the traditional doctrine of Purgatory? It seems from 

what I have read that it cannot. What do you think?  

Answer: You are right that the intermediate state is certainly not like the traditional Roman Catholic 

doctrine of purgatory. This is especially so because of the suffering or purifying aspects that many envisage. 

An interesting comment was made by my friend, Peter Kreeft, a Roman Catholic philosopher. He differs 

from the majority of Roman Catholics and says that purgatory isn't about suffering, so he calls it "God's 

kindergarten" or stage one of eternity (Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Heaven, Harper and 

Row, pp. 21-22). That particular comment is closer to the Protestant view.  

Question: Can you provide any good reference works on the intermediate state? Can you recommend one 

of your writings?  

Answer: Regarding the intermediate state, I'm not sure how much I can say briefly. You may have noticed 

that very little is published on the subject. Probably the chief text is 2 Cor 5:1-11. In Beyond Death, my co-

author, J.P. Moreland, has a good chapter on the subject. The book is published by Wipf and Stock 

Publishers of Eugene, OR.  

Question: When family members have passed away will they again be joined in heaven? Will husband and 

wife know one another and perhaps even live in eternity together?  

Answer: I think there is no question from Scripture that we will know our loved ones in heaven (Matthew 

8:11; 1 Corinthians 13:12, both in context). I think it is also very important that the disciples knew Jesus, 

even in his resurrected body. I am not sure, however, what will be the precise relation between husbands 

and wives in heaven. But it makes sense that such relationships will be very special.  

Question: Does some part of our being live on in another place once the brain ceases in this physical world? 

What about brain injuries?  

Answer: On my view, the abilities of our spirits in this life are sometimes limited by brain/body problems. 

Perhaps a helpful analogy is this: picture a very healthy man who is trapped in a house. Although he is fine, 

he is limited in his knowledge of the outside world by what he can see through the windows. However, all 

but one of the windows is blocked and the only other one is mostly blocked. Although he is well, he is very 

much limited by the conditions of the house. I think this is somewhat like the soul, in that it, too, is fine, but 

is limited by what actually happens to its body. After death, the spirit lives separately from the body, until it 

is given a new, resurrected body.  

No, the brain does not die with the body. What is the evidence for these things? One of my primary 

responses comes from my 30 year study of near-death cases. I have found almost 100 cases that are 

accompanied by evidence—some so impressive that it has been written up in secular medical journals. For 

example, some cases involve people reporting verifiable things that happened a distance away, but after 

they were pronounced dead and lying where they couldn't see these things physically. Others have 

correctly described a variety of things even while they had no heart beat, no brain waves, etc. This tells me 

that people seem to live even while their bodies are "dead" and that sometimes they are capable of 

observing things even while their bodies are incapacitated.  
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“Longing for Death” by René Breuel (Originally published online, 16 May, 2011, at 
http://wonderingfair.com/2011/05/16/longing-for-death/)   

 

Adolf Hitler spent a fortune in 1936 to buy a painting and hang it in his office. A secluded isle, surrounded 

by the boundless mysterious sea, is approached by a rowboat, and a figure clad entirely in white faces the 

water gate. In the rocky walls of the island are carved sepulchral portals, and dark cypress trees dominate 

the enigmatic center of the picture. Hitler had this painting in his office until the last moment, until he shot 

himself in his bunker in Berlin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It wasn’t only Hitler who was fascinated with Arnold Böcklin’s Isle of the Dead. Freud had a copy in his 

office, and Lenin had one hanging just above his bed. The painting inspired works by Munch, Max Ernst and 

Salvador Dalí, a symphony by Rachmaninoff, and Nabokov noted that the painting was to be “found in 

every Berlin home” in the early 20th century.12 Böcklin himself described the Isle of the Dead as “a dream 

picture: it must produce such a stillness that one would be awed by a knock on the door.”13  

What makes this painting so magnetic? Part of it is its surreal beauty: a funerary island floating on 

nothingness, with its massive walls unrivalled by the waveless calm of the ocean, the trees and the clouds 

bending to the whisper of the wind, the last rays of light that illuminate the island growing dimmer and 

dimmer, as the sun falls into its abyss. Part of the drawing power of this painting emerges from the 

questions it raises too. Who is that white figure? What is the oarsman feeling? What lies behind the cypress 

trees? A passage to the underworld, perhaps? 

But maybe what attracts us most strongly to Böcklin’s Isle of the Dead is the allure of death drawing close. 

We can feel a frenzied calm taking over our hearts as “life as we know it” finishes and we are buried into 

some kind of mysterious destiny. We hear the silence of the moment, the serene embrace of the wind 

smoothing our skin, the attraction and the fear that dominate us as we approach the center of the island. 

Our existence approaches its twilight, and we try to take in a last flash of beauty before our eyes close. 

                                                        
12

 Vladimir Nabokov, Despair (1936), 56. 
13

 John Culshaw, Rachmaninov: The Man and his Music (1949), 7. 
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Curiously, after five editions of Isle of the Dead, Böcklin painted also an Isle of Life. It is filled with signs of 

joy and vividness: music, company, dance, intimacy, color, animals, the blue sky, friendship. Instead of the 

tense magnetism of Isle of the Dead, this painting produces relief. One picture gets us bracing for death, the 

other relaxes our muscles. In one picture we are the tragic hero; in the other, part of a joyous feast in 

nature. 

These paintings get me thinking. What is my picture of death? What awaits me? Will beauty engulf me, or 

will I dance on its bosom? Will I finish by myself, or will eternity ravish me with overflowing life? 
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My Thoughts …  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all 
their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they 

were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read; which 
goes on forever; in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 

(C. S. Lewis, The Last Battle) 
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My Thoughts …  
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My Thoughts …  
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