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DIABLO: An Examination of Evil 
 

DIABLO: An Examination of Evil 

Welcome to KBC.  It’s great to be giving this 

talk today as part of the Logos team. If you’re 

new to Logos, we do what’s called ‘apologetics’ 

– it’s not ‘saying sorry’ for being a Christian, but 

it is about giving a reasoned defense for 

Christian belief, shedding light on why we 

follow Jesus. Our hope is that this talk will help 

you make sense of life, and that you’ll be 

equipped to share this life with others who 

have all kinds of tricky questions. 

Well, in two weeks I’m tempted to get down to 

Sydney. Who’s heard of the Festival of 

Dangerous Ideas? It’s an annual event at the 

Opera House, featuring all kinds of 

controversial intellectuals making big claims to 

generate conversation. Typically they feature 

some atheists and anarchists wanting to bring 

down the system. But this year I noticed a 

strange speaker in the mix: a Catholic Bishop 

by the name of Julian Porteous. And what was his dangerous idea?  

“The Devil is Real.” 

The devil: you know, Satan (the adversary), Lucifer (the deceptive light bearer)—yes, 

Diabolo (our opponent from of old).  

Here’s the Bishop’s synopsis: “For some, the Devil is real - an active presence who moves 

among us every day. If the Devil is real, what difference does this make to how we think of 

evil? Is he the ultimate source of evil in human affairs? Should we arm ourselves for 

'spiritual warfare' - doing battle with the Devil every day?” 

How does this strike you?  

Now if you’re Christian, you may think, “duh – of course the Devil is real. Who else can 

we blame for all the destruction?”  

Then again, even in Christian circles, Satan has almost slipped off the radar. Dare I say, 

we’re a bit embarrassed of this shady character? In an age of medical science and 

NASA sending probes to Mars, we prefer material explanations. 
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You see, to the average Aussie, this antiquated 

Christian belief in a personal devil makes Bishop 

Porteous, and any other believer, look 

absolutely crazy. It’s positively medi-evil. It’s 

time to grow up and stop projecting our guilt 

onto some mythical baddie. As New Age Guru 

Deepak Chopra puts it, “Healthy people don’t 

need the devil.” 

Let’s widen the lens beyond Satan. Is it rational 

to believe there is such a thing as ‘evil’? At the 

turn of last century, 1899, Professor Paul Carus 

wrote his 500 page classic on the history of evil. 

From his perspective, as science rose, 

superstition would fall. Evil was just another 

angle on the world. This separation of the world 

into light and dark, good and evil, God and 

Satan, is primitive. In reality, everything is one. We either embrace entropy and 

destruction, or we work with our evolution to a better future.  

Carus’ answer sounded convincing in 1899, but 

a century later—after two world wars, 100 

million people killed by their own government 

through fascist and communist regimes, 

terrorism, and countless atrocities in recent 

memory—things aren’t so clear. We’re more 

enlightened than ever—and more efficient at 

destroying life. With better technology, evil has 

just become more sophisticated.  

So how do we explain all these atrocities? Was this innocent and otherwise good 

people making a ‘mistake’? Was it the fittest winning in a struggle to survive? 

Education didn’t stop Anders Breivik in Norway, 

or a PhD candidate in Colorado from shooting 

dozens during a screening of Batman. Science is 

no solution to the Austrian father who locked 

his daughter in a dungeon for thirty years, 

abusing her then fathering her children. It was a 

misuse of information and technology that 

caused the global financial crisis we’re still 

suffering today.  

We lack the vocabulary to make sense of the modern mess. Only one word seems to fit:            

‘EVIL’.  

If your worldview isn’t closed-minded to the supernatural, then maybe there are good 

reasons to believe an evil force is at work in the world today. 
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So what should we make of all this? 

The Bible uses pretty strong language that we 

can’t avoid. Jesus framed his mission as taking 

people from the Kingdom of Darkness and 

bringing them into the Kingdom of Light.1 He 

claimed to cast out demons, and gave his 

church the same role.2 In 1 John we’re told, “the 

whole world is under the sway of the evil one.” 

Indeed, “The reason the Son of God appeared 

was to destroy the devil's work.”3 As Christians we’re tempted to cut out these 

passages or couch them in metaphor. But next Sunday KBC is starting a series in the 

Gospel of Mark, and as you’ll see, the devil is in the details. 

That’s why today Logos is looking at Diablo: An 

Examination of Evil. What is evil? Does Satan 

exist? And what does all this mean for a broken 

world like ours? 

To help answer these questions, would you 

please welcome up our panel.  

 

(While they’re coming up, you might like to grab out your note-outline from the KBC News.    

It’s got links to growth group discussion materials, and loads more.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

 

 
1 Mark 3:23-27; John 3:19-21; John 8:44; 12:31; 14:30; 16:11 

2 Mark 5:1-20; 6:7, 12-13; Luke 9:1-2; 13:32 

3 1 John 3:8; 5:19 
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DAVE B Q1 to BRUCE – THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL: 

Bruce, you’ve lectured in both maths and 

computer science. And presently you’re doing 

another degree in philosophy. All three fields are 

heavy on logic.   

When it comes to the logic of evil, then, what is it? 

In the modern world, is belief in supernatural evil a 

superstition or is it rational?   

 

BRUCE Q1 – A PHILOSOPHY OF EVIL: 

Well Dave, many people think belief in the supernatural means you are anti-science 

and anti-reason. Living in the wrong century. Because modern science has shown us 

that matter – molecules – is all that there is, hasn't it?  

Well, no, it hasn't. By definition, science explains the natural world using natural 

causes. That's its job. And it is very successful at what it does. But science isn't as useful 

when it comes to things that aren't made of matter – immaterial things.  

If I said “I love you” to my wife, and she said 

“prove it using the scientific method”, what 

could I do?  Attach electrodes to my head to 

record my brain waves and show her the 

patterns? I can guarantee that won't convince 

her. Science can't fully describe our emotions. 

Things like love, happiness and contentment 

have to be experienced to be understood. 

Or take our minds. Are they really just chemical reactions produced by our brains? 

Well, hands up if you chose to come to the service today. If you really, really did choose 

to (and your wife or husband didn't force you!), your mind can't just be a result of 

physical causes. True choice means your body didn't just respond to stimuli – instead, 

your mind controlled your body.  

Ok, immaterial things exist, and science has 

limitations investigating them. What about 

spiritual forces? Science assumes they can't 

exist. But that is contrary to the beliefs of 

almost every culture that has existed. We 

shouldn't rule out widely held views simply 

because they can't be confirmed by science. 

Let's take it a bit further. If spiritual forces are possible, could there be good and bad 

ones? Are there angels and demons? And is there such a thing as evil?  
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During the Enlightenment period in the 18th 

century, it was thought evil was merely an 

abstract idea. If only. I remember a few years 

ago visiting Dachau concentration camp, just 

outside Munich, where over 40,000 people died. 

It was sobering walking under the “Arbeit 

machs frei” sign - work makes you free. The 

crematoriums and horrific photos were stark 

reminders of the Holocaust. It is hard to argue evil is just abstract when confronted 

with such scenes. Evil seems real. 

Well, what is evil then? Why does it exist? And did God have a hand in creating evil? 

For many, evil is the biggest stumbling block to believing in God at all. 

The great Christian thinker Augustine's answer 

was an emphatic no, God did not create evil! In 

fact evil is not a thing at all. Evil happens when 

goodness is diminished or corrupted – evil is 

the act of choosing the lesser good. It's when 

we choose to misuse the good things God has 

given us.  

It's fair to ask, should God have allowed this? 

Why didn't he make a world where evil was impossible? Surely he could have! 

I suppose so, but at what cost? We would no longer be able to choose to do good or 

evil, and most importantly, we could not choose to love God of our own free will. God 

loves what he has created, and he wants us to respond by loving him. But forced love 

is not love at all. Who wants a husband or wife who has been forced to love you? So 

God gave us the freedom to reject him, and his goodness – therefore the possibility of 

evil.  

But this is talking about human evil, not supernatural evil. Is there any basis for 

believing that evil is more than just our bad choices?  

I'll finish with the words of Lieutenant-General 

Romeo Dallaire, commander of the UN 

peacekeeping force in Rwanda during the 

horrific genocide in 1994. 1 million people were 

murdered in 100 days. He was asked how he 

could still believe in God after all he had seen:  

“I know there is a God, because in Rwanda I 

shook hands with the devil. I have seen him, I have smelled him and I have touched 

him. I know the devil exists and therefore I know there is a God”. 
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TAMMY REPLY TO BRUCE – PSYCHOLOGY OF EVIL: 

Bruce you have spoken about the philosophy of 

evil, and interestingly, psychology has long 

sought to explain the human capacity for evil 

and try to understand the cause of evil. As a 

psychologist, I find it interesting that we have 

looked at how an individual reaches a point that 

they perform heinous acts, through to what is it 

in society that enables evil on a group level. And 

it is the group level of evil that has fascinated social psychologists. For example, are 

some cultures just more evil than others?  

A famous example of this was a social 

experiment that was done in 1961. People were 

still grappling with the atrocities of WWII and 

wanted to understand how such evils could 

occur. How could a society systematically inflict 

genocide? No doubt there were a number of 

complex influences, but a researcher by the 

name of Stanley Milgram decided he wanted to 

understand how a culture indiscriminately inflicted genocide, torture, human testing 

and other inhuman acts on Jewish people.  

To do so, Milgram designed an experiment 

that he believed would be ground-breaking. 

He believed he would be able to show that the 

reason the atrocities occurred in Germany was 

because there something altogether different 

about German people. And this difference 

meant they were far more likely to follow the 

orders of the Third Reicht – even if this meant 

going against their moral or ethical beliefs. To demonstrate this, Milgram planned to 

run an experiment in the US and then in Germany and by doing so, be able to show 

that German people were more obedient. But Milgram ’s original study never left US 

shores. Instead, he found something altogether disturbing in his study, and his 

findings are still famous to this day. 
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In his original study, Milgram set up a scenario 

where a person was taken to a room with a 

researcher. They sat in front of a board with 

dials and nobs and were told that they give 

increasingly strong electric shocks, and that 

these shocks would be felt by a person in 

another room when they answered a question 

wrong. Clear as mud?! Now if you are already a 

little disturbed by the study design, then you may be surprised to know that was not 

the alarming bit. Instead, they found that by the end of the study, 2 out of every 3 

people would give an electric shock to a stranger that they believed would actually kill 

them.  

Now you may think this understandable because since it was just an experiment and 

they were just playing a role in the study. But this wasn’t like WWII. There was no one 

in the room threatening them. The door was not locked. In fact they were told they 

could leave the room at any time. To make matters worse, they could hear the screams 

of the person they thought they were shocking begging them to stop. All that was 

persuading them was a man behind them in a white coat telling them to give the 

shock.  

So by the end of this study, Milgram realised 

there wasn’t something that made the Germans 

more evil. Instead he found what history has 

taught us: that people are prepared to inflict 

evil on each other even when they know it is 

wrong. Knowledge of evil does not stop us 

doing evil acts. As Christians, I believe this 

study powerfully shows that we all have the 

capacity for evil. The question then simply turns from the philosophical question of 

whether evil exists in this world to a theological debate as to the cause of this evil. 
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DAVE B Q2 to DAVE WHITE – THE BIBLE AND SATAN: 

Let’s shift gears. Dave, so far we’ve looked 

at the human aspect of evil. But for most of 

us, the one most associated with evil is this 

mysterious character, The Devil, or Satan. 

So what does the Bible say about who 

Satan is, and his role in the evil we see 

around us? 

 

DAVE W Q2 – A THEOLOGY OF EVIL: 

Alright folks, so tonight we’re talking about all things evil, and what talk on evil would 

be complete without a mention of the prince of darkness, the father of lies, the king of 

evil … that’s right, the two-horned, fork tailed hideous, half goat creature, dressed in 

red leather, busily pitching coal into the furnaces of hell … my brother Brendan. Haha 

but of course you all know I actually mean Satan.  

Now Satan has to be one of the most 

infamous characters of history. As Paul Carus 

says in his 1899 classic, “The pedigree of the 

evil one is older than the oldest European 

aristocracy and royal families; it antedates 

the Bible and is more ancient than the 

pyramids.” His legend still persists today in 

thousands of movies, on almost every 

cartoon from Simpsons to South Park, documentaries, ancient art, and religious 

manuscripts.  

But who or what exactly is this being? What is the basis for the Christian belief that he 

exists? Does he have a place in modern intellectual society or is he merely a remnant of 

ancient and primitive concepts of evil? These are all valid questions, but first I’d like to 

start with where Satan came from. 

So where do Christians believe Satan came from?   

Well the traditional theory proposed by 

Christians is that Satan was once a fallen 

angel named Lucifer, based on verses from 

the Old Testament, particularly Isaiah 14:13-

15 and Ezekiel 28:11-19. In the passages 

describing ‘the king of Tyre’ the metaphoric 

language used by the author appears to 

extend beyond a description of just a mere 

earthly human king, and in fact, specifically describes the king as a fallen angel—so 

many Christians interpret these passages to be an analogy for Satan. Other Christians, 

however, believe that these verses are not obviously referring to Satan’s origin. 

1 
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Now while the Bible doesn’t explicitly state how Satan came to be Satan, it does give 

us some important insights into his character. Firstly, the Bible tells us clearly that 

Satan likes wearing red leather A LOT because it goes well with the red flames of hell.     

Actually the Bible reveals to us that Satan has intellect and the capacity to reason (2 

Corinthians 2:11; 11:3), he has Memory (Matthew 4:1-11) and he has Emotion (Luke 

22:31).But unlike God, Satan has some clear limitations; he is not all knowing, all 

powerful or present everywhere. 

 

So what are Satan’s intentions according to Scripture?  

Well, let me try to put it in the simplest form I can…. Satan is to Jesus and his followers 

as Lex Luther is to Superman, or to put it more clearly, Satan is to Jesus as Dr Octopus 

is to Spiderman. Satan wants to use the kryptonite of ‘temptation’ to take us down. … 

Actually, the reality is that Satan is not an arch nemesis of God, but he’s a created 

being who’s in rebellion against God, and his intention is to interfere with God’s plans 

and purposes for having a relationship with mankind.  

Right from the start in the book of Genesis 

we see Satan deceiving Adam and Eve by 

perverting the instructions God gave to 

them. In the book of Matthew we see him 

tempting Jesus, and Ephesians (6:11) also 

makes it clear he tempts us as well. In Job we 

see him cause physical and emotional 

suffering in the hope of causing us to reject 

God.  

We also see from Scripture that Satan tries to use our failings against us. Like a loan 

shark he tries to use our disobedience to God as a debt that we owe God which we 

cannot repay. This is a direct attack by Satan to undo Jesus primary purpose of 

reconciling us with God by taking our punishment through dying for us.  

 

Alright, so supposing Satan does exist for a 

moment, one might reasonably ask, “Why 

hasn’t God destroyed Satan if he is so evil 

and his purpose is to undermine God’s 

work?” The answer is that, like all creation, 

Satan has God-given free will, and God does 

not instantly destroy something because it 

rebels against him. In Scripture, God has 

clearly appointed a time for judging the decisions of his creation. And Satan, like us 

will be held accountable for his decisions and will at that time no longer be able to act 

against God.  

 

 

1 
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DAVE B Q3 to DAVE WHITE - EXORCISM: 

Okay, this is all good stuff, but let’s bring it into 

the present. Every time I rent a DVD, I see a new 

title on the shelf featuring some demonically 

possessed person all contorted like a yoga 

master, and desperately in need of an exorcism.  

Beyond Hollywood, did anyone see the AFI 

award winning series John Safran versus God? 

Aussie comedian, religious sceptic … Let’s take 

a look at a clip. 

<VIDEO CLIP 2: JOHN SAFRAN VS. GOD = 2 MINUTES> 

Dave—as both a Christian and a practicing medical doctor—I’d love your comments on 

Demonic oppression and exorcism? 

 

DAVE W Q3 – EXORCISM 

Put your hand up if you’ve seen the movie 

The Exorcist? One of the most well known 

Christian practices is exorcism. Even if 

people know virtually nothing else about 

Christianity, they will at least have heard of 

exorcism—so it’s definitely something we 

want to look at tonight.  

Christians obviously believe in supernatural 

beings: God, Satan, angels and of course fallen angels or demons. As Christians we also 

believe that humans are not merely physical beings but also beings with a spirit, and 

this gives us the capacity to interact with other spiritual beings. As such we are not 

only subject to purely physical forces but also to supernatural or spiritual forces. In the 

same way as we believe we have the capacity to use our spiritual influence through 

prayer or worship to God, we believe other spiritual beings have the capacity to 

influence us through their own spiritual force, which brings us to ‘demon possession’ 

and exorcism.   

The images we see in movies and the 

concept of ‘demon possession’ usually 

involves a person being literally possessed 

and involuntarily overpowered, a demon 

going inside their physical bodies, 

controlling their every action, usually giving 

them the power to walk backward down 

stairs, froth at the mouth, make hideously 

distorted faces and kill lots of people in 

terrifying ways. But the effect demons have on us is not necessarily so extreme. 
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What we know is that the Bible does 

indeed mention evil spiritual beings, like 

Satan, who have the capacity to spiritually 

interact with humanity, just as God can 

interact and influence us. And just as we 

can allow God to have more or less 

influence over us by actively seeking him, 

so too we can allow evil spiritual power to 

have greater influence and control over us 

through our choices.  

So how do we see Jesus dealing with evil spirits? Jesus deals with evil spirits multiple 

times in the Bible and from these accounts we see there is a diversity in the 

presentation of demonic influence. The demon possessed Gerasene showed enormous 

strength, cried out loudly, and engaged in deliberate self-harm. Others cause physical 

manifestations of being mute, or blind. … 

 

TAMMY INTERJECTION to DAVE W – MISDIAGNOSIS 

Dave as you know, throughout history people who had—what we now recognise to 

be—mental or physical illnesses, such as Tourette’s syndrome, were mislabelled as 

being demon possessed and subsequently received gross mistreatment. 

 

DAVE W Q3 CONTINUED – EXORCISM 

That’s a very important point thanks 

Tammy, however, believing that there are 

spiritual forces that can cause physical 

manifestations doesn’t mean we label 

every pathological sign as being caused 

by a ‘demon’. And in fact in the first 

instance we should always look to the 

natural explanations and attempt to use 

modern day validated treatments. 

It would be easy for sceptics to look at the Bible today and dismiss every example of 

‘demon influence’ as merely mislabelling a mental or physical illness, but the Bible in fact 

makes a clear distinction. At times the Bible clearly identifies that a man being born blind 

is the result of a natural and physical phenomenon, and other times we see Jesus 

treating a physical condition as having some demonic component. Elsewhere in the Bible 

we see that Hebrew culture did indeed have an understanding of mental illness as being 

specifically separate and different from demonic activity such as in 1 Samuel 21:13 where 

we see David pretend to be insane, and the King label him as being insane, not as merely 

‘being possessed’. 
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So this leads us to wonder then, are there any 

modern day grounds for attempting to break 

the influence evil spiritual forces have over us? 

The answer to this question will depend on 

what you believe. If you believe physical 

matter is all there is then the idea of trying to 

improve physical or mental conditions using 

spiritual methods such as prayer is a 

complete waste of time. And not surprisingly, 

there is research which reflects this. 

If on the other hand, you believe in spiritual forces, then you might try using some 

spiritual methods to help people. Interestingly, in researching this talk I found there 

are numerous psychiatric and medical professionals who publicly advocate that the 

use of spiritual tools can have a real and measurable effect on people. 

For example, in one study published in the American Journal of Psychiatry, the 

respondents of the study, who were themselves Christian psychiatrists, reported the 

Bible and prayer to be more effective than psychotropic medication or insight-based 

psychotherapy in the treatment of grief reactions, sociopathy and alcoholism 

(Galanter, Larson et al. 1991). This is not to say that we should abandon modern 

treatments, or that prayer and the Bible should be used as first-line treatments of these 

conditions but it suggests that there may be real benefits in certain cases to using 

spiritual methods to battle evil spiritual influence in our lives. 

But does this mean we should be exorcising 

everyone just in case they are being influenced by 

evil spiritual forces? The answer is that exorcism 

is just the most extreme and widely known 

form of spiritually removing the power of evil 

spiritual forces. There are many other more 

simple forms of breaking the influence of 

spiritual evil not necessarily as extreme as the 

classically dramatised exorcisms.  

Right here at KBC we have ministries which aim to help people overcome a wide 

diversity of problems and issues in their lives using spiritual methods such as prayer. 

These ministries are not intended to be a 

substitute for modern day therapies and 

treatments, but as a complement to ensure 

the spiritual element of holistic care of a 

person is not missed. Dr Chris Cook a Christian 

psychiatrist concludes this: “As Christians in 

psychiatry, then, we have an important 

responsibility. We need to be informed of the 

findings and limits of psychiatric research, so 

that we can offer rational scientific explanations and treatments … where these exist. 

… However, we also need to recognise that not all human problems will be explicable 

by medical science.”  
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BEC REPLY to DAVE W – SYSTEMS OF EVIL 

I’ve heard Tammy and Bruce speak of evil 

within us, heard you Dave speak about Satan 

and demons influencing us, but isn’t evil more 

than just that? Hasn’t it corrupted the systems 

of the world? Whether we are working in the 

coal mines or the 25th floor as a CEO. Evil isn’t 

lurking in some dungeon - Evil permeates into 

systems and structures that form the fabric of 

our society.  

We have all seen selfishness embedded into 

larger systems – of family, business and 

governments. Just as these things can be used 

to bring peace and justice – they can also bring 

the opposite! 

Take government - a young man is imprisoned 

in a North Korean prison camp. He attempted 

to flee the country after witnessing more than 

one million fellow Koreans starve to death - all because of political hostility. This man 

now finds himself at the bottom of the food chain – oppressed by a corrupt 

government obsessed with militarization. Or take business. That shirt you scored for 5 

bucks? Or those fantastic “dollar” stores? Cheap products right? But at what price? 

Sweat shops are still very common practice. With literally millions of kids as young as 

five working up to 23 hours a day. Now these issues are off shore – out of sight out of 

mind yeh? Take your neighbour. Even the Aussie dream of two kids and white picket 

fence is under threat. Families are structures intended to provide love and support – if 

you’re lucky enough to not be one of the 30,000 people abused each year by a parent 

or spouse. It’s not easy to find the right story to tell. It could be set in Sudan, Russia, 

America or here! Evil does not have to be some dudes with guns, or a serial killer. 

Whether it is a government, local business or a perfect Barbie and Ken family – all 

these things can reflect a world where evil has corrupted our social structures. These 

problems are not merely the circus tricks of Satan. If we plant selfishness in these 

institutions then they grow into networks for evil and not good. 

Recently I was driving over the magnificent 

Wivenhoe Dam. Now water is something very 

important to our survival! We need it. Imagine if 

we each dumped our waste over the dam wall? 

At first we may not notice much – our rubbish is 

gone. No problem. But eventually our waste 

would become our drinking water! Our life 

giving commodity would become polluted. Our 

systems are similar. We are not saying that the systems themselves are inherently evil. 

We need social structures – like governments, families and businesses for healthy 

communities. But what about when they become polluted?  
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When we buy into beliefs that we can solve the problems, we need to make a profit, 

when our attention turns inwards. This is how we kick a goal for the wrong team.  

In Ephesians 2:2 it tells us that Satan is the prince of air working through those who 

practice disobedience. And who is that? Each one of us. We have all fallen – including 

those in the Christian church. Satan may not have you strung up like a puppet, but he 

is hopeful for a polluted system. And you and I have plenty of waste he wants to see 

poured into our families and governments. 

Right, seems we went from bad to worse! If evil is systemic what chance do we have?  

The answer is Jesus. Before you all roll your 

eyes here is how. No matter how greedy or 

selfish an institution becomes, it will never be 

outside the love of God. Where sin – our 

rebellion and selfishness - left us damaged and 

separated from God, Christ has left us restored.   

His victory is not restricted to changing just the 

rebellious person, but also to changing our 

own institutions, governments and families.  

Colossians 2:15 reads And having disarmed the powers and authorities, Jesus made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. That is the Christian hope, 

that Jesus has disqualified Satan and his task masters. Bringing forgiveness and peace. 

The cross was not the death of Christ but the beginning of a new way. The gospel is 

not a message about individuals being saved from the world, but the world being 

transformed, right down to its basic structures.  

You and I are called to be active players in a 

messy world. Martin Luther King and Nelson 

Mandela are two examples of people, despite 

their brokenness, taking part of a new way. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Christian 

pastor and strong anti- Nazi resistant. He fought 

against the movements of Hitler and the 

genocide of the Jews. Bonhoeffer was not 

perfect in his approach to challenge a crooked system - but summed up, what should 

be our attitude as Christians when he said: it’s not ok for the Christian church to simply 

bandage the victims under the wheel, but we must jam a spoke in the wheel itself. 
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CONCLUSION (Dave B) 

Please thank our panel. 

Today we’ve explored a whole bunch of issues 

– the existence of evil, our own bent nature, the 

person of Satan, and even how this evil 

becomes part of larger systems.  

For all this, it’s easy to go wrong in two ways. 

First, we dismiss evil as an illusion, or treat it as 

a purely theoretical problem. Yet evil is personal—it’s close to home; it has to be 

confronted. 

And two, we go wrong when we give Satan more credit than he deserves, as though 

he’s God’s equal rather than a Created being—like us—living in rebellion.  

On both fronts, the right way is to focus on Jesus.   

[[5pm: Before I wrap up, take a few minutes to reflect on the difference an encounter 

with Jesus can make …] 

<DIRECTIONS DRAMA 5PM ONLY = 4 MINUTES> 

Well, what if evil is real? What if the devil exists? Does it make any difference today?  

It did for my wife. As a sixteen year old non-

Christian, confused about spiritual matters, 

Nikki was invited to a deliverance service by 

her elder sister. It was led by Jessie 

Padayachee—maybe you know him. There was 

nothing superstitious about it. A guy wanted to 

break a cycle of harmful habits that were 

wrecking his life. Jessie asked this guy to turn 

from his rebellion and follow Jesus. And, then, out of nowhere, all hell broke loose: 

other voices, screaming, writhing on the floor.  

Without blinking, Jessie claimed the power of 

Jesus over this man. And instantly this guy 

became totally calm. He refocused, confessed 

his sins, and just like that, he was free.  

Through this encounter, my wife came to follow 

Christ. In Nikki’s words, “In that one hour 

experience I became aware of three things: 1) a 

darkness like I had never known 2) That Jesus’ name conquers, and 3) I was a part of it 

all whether I liked it or not.”   
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When we’re aligned with God, we have nothing 

to fear. It’s less about a show-down with holy 

water and sacred crosses, spinning heads and 

crazy encounters like the Exorcist. But it is about 

a truth-encounter. On the cross, Jesus defeated 

evil. He paid for the wrong we’ve done; he broke 

the chains of sin that bind us, and bought us an 

‘out of gaol’ card from Satan whose lies held us 

captive. When we acknowledge this truth—that Jesus is Lord—and turn to follow Him, 

then Satan loses his foothold and we can be spiritually free.  

Granted, the world is still broken. You may be a 

victim of the kind of evil embedded in larger 

systems that Bec spoke about. But because of 

what Jesus did, we are not passive pawns in a 

cosmic drama. We have a choice to make. 

We’ve each played God and acted as though it’s 

all about us. We’ve copied Satan’s rebellion, 

and need to lay down our weapons and 

surrender to God.4  

Today is an awesome opportunity to deal with 

whatever keeps you bound. If you want to talk 

more, come back at 7pm for a Q&A panel 

featuring Pastor Eric Whitley, and Ray and Nan 

Peck who set up the MOREH course—Ministry 

of Reconciliation and Emotional Healing.  

In a moment I’ll pray, and whether you’re new to this whole God thing, or you’ve 

committed to follow Jesus but you know you’re living in disobedience, then today you 

can get right with God and find freedom. The prayer team will be up the front, and as 

we get back into worship, we’d love for those who make a commitment to Jesus, or 

who want prayer for deliverance from whatever is holding you back, to come forward. 

Maybe you’ve been hurt by evil expressed even in systems like the church. If that’s you, 

then we’d love to pray with you also, to find healing. 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

 

 
4 As C. S. Lewis puts it in The Problem of Pain, “We are not merely imperfect creatures that need improvement: we 

are rebels that need lay down their arms.” 
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If there is such a thing as evil, and if the devil 

really does exist, then this is no game. As C.S. 

Lewis said, “There is no neutral ground in the 

universe: every square inch, every split second, 

is claimed by God and counterclaimed by 

Satan.” We are part of it whether we like it or 

not.  

 

Who do you choose? For as Jesus said, “the thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. But I, Jesus, have come that you may 

have life, and have life to the full.”  This day, 

choose life. 

In your note-outline is a prayer of response. I’ll 

pray it out loud, but if your desire is to follow 

Christ, then join me as I pray, just between you 

and God. 

Let’s pray. 

God, this world is not the way it’s supposed to be. I still see the good, but everything has 

been damaged by evil. And while I can blame someone else, or even Satan, for the way it is, 

I know that I’m part of the problem. My hands aren’t clean. I’ve done wrong things and fall 

short of what you made me for. Please forgive me. Today, would you make me new and 

give me a fresh start? Jesus, thank you for paying for my sins, and freeing me from Satan’s 

grip. Give me your Spirit so I can walk in freedom. And would you come soon to judge this 

world and set everything right. Thankyou that love won the cross, and evil will end when 

you return to rule. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What impacted you most in this talk?  Download the manuscript and small group 

discussion guide from http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/diablo-an-
examination-of-evil/ to jog your memory.   

2. “The whole world is under the sway of the Evil One” (1 John 5:19). Is this how it seems to 

you? Why, or why not? And what is evil anyway? 

3. What might you say to—or ask—a materialist who dismisses the super-natural realm? 

4. Milgram demonstrates our common capacity for evil. What, then, is the cause? 

5. Often Christians speak of God and Satan as yin and yang, light and dark, good and evil—

co-eternal equals. Who is Satan, and where does this dualism get it wrong? 

6. “Biblically, exorcism is less a power encounter, and more a truth encounter.” Discuss. 

7. How does Jesus’ life and death deal with systemic evil in government, business, and 

family? Name one such evil, and then discuss how we should live this side of the cross. 

8. In response to seeing someone delivered, a non-Christian became aware of three things: 

“A darkness I had never known; that Jesus’ name conquers; and I was a part of it whether 

I liked it or not.” How have you responded to the existence of evil? Close in prayer.  


