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Kenmore Baptist Church Message Outline 5/6/11 AM/PM (LOGOS) 
GOD’S TWO HANDS: Making Sense of Divine Violence 

 
[OPENING DRAMA: “What the Lectionary Left Out” 

downlight on Sue + Chris Chapman for reading of 7 quotes, supported by powerpoint} 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENESIS 6:5-8 [SUE] 

5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually. … 7 So He said, “I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the 
air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

 

DANIEL DENNETT {CHRIS} 
“Part of what makes Jehovah such a fascinating 
participant in stories of the Old Testament is His 
kinglike jealousy and pride, and His great appetite for 
praise and sacrifices.  But we have moved beyond this 
God (haven’t we?).” 
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DEUTERONOMY 7:1-2 [SUE] 
 1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land 
which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations 
before you—the Hittites and the Girgashites and the 
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and 
mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God 
delivers them over to you—you shall conquer them and 
utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with 
them nor show mercy to them.” 

 

CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS {CHRIS} 
“[The forgotten Canaanites were] pitilessly driven out 
of their homes to make room for the ungrateful and 
mutinous children of Israel. … The ground is forever 
soaked with the blood of the innocent.”  

 

 

 

 

PSALM 2:10-12 [SUE] 
10 Be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
 11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the 
way, when His wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all 
those who put their trust in Him. 

 

 

 

RICHARD DAWKINS {CHRIS} 
“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most 
unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of 
it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a 
vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, 
homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, 
pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, 
capriciously malevolent bully.” 
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Troubling Stories and a Bloody God (Dave Benson) 

A warm welcome to Kenmore Baptist Church.  
Actually, a warmer welcome than you may 
suspect given the readings we just heard.  This 
isn’t your usual Sunday pep talk.  But this year is 
probably just the right time for Logos to tackle 
some troubling stories.   

So, why this year? I’ll let the press break it to you 
gently.   

 

Reading from The Australian:   

“Bin Laden’s Terror Reign Over.” 

Yep, that’s right.  Osama is gone.   

This well bearded face of global terrorism was responsible for 3000 deaths on 
September 11, 2001.  On May 1, 2011, the tables turned.  Navy seals visited his Pakistani 
hide-out.  Shortly thereafter, bin Laden was dead. 

When you heard the news, how did you respond? 

Millions of Americans celebrated justice done and 
the triumph of freedom.  One National Guard 
trooper announced, “There is no greater joy in my 
life than to know that this man is dead.”  
Apparently “revenge is a dish best served cold.” 

Australians, typically, were apathetic.  Osama’s 
successor was in the wings, reprisal attacks were 
sure to follow … any partying seemed premature. 

But for the average person, a disturbing question remained: Is religion responsible? 

The President said this is not a war on Islam.  But 
that’s not how many in the Middle East see things.  
9-11 may have been the lesser jihad, but at least 
from al-Qa’ida’s perspective, it was sanctioned by 
the Koran.   

But what about from the so-called ‘Christians.’   

Are our hands clean? 

Only a year earlier I read an article entitled “GI Jesus 
joins the US war effort.”  Some soldiers in 

Afghanistan were using high-powered rifle sights engraved with Bible references, like 
Jesus’ in John 8:12: “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.”  The journalist commented, “Weapons of war were not what the Prince of 
Peace had in mind when he talked about giving sight to the blind.” 
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But is this right? 

I mean, Christians call themselves “spiritual warriors.”  We mount “crusades” to save those 
in the Kingdom of darkness; we fight against a cosmic terrorist named Satan.  It’s a fine 
line between a metaphorical crusade and a real battle where the enemy’s blood is spilled 
in dedication to God.  Christians have fought under the cross. 

Mark Juergensmeyer is an expert on religious 
violence.  And according to his data, it’s on the 
rise.  Religion is a convenient excuse for crazy 
people doing crazy things.  But this expert asks a 
disturbing question: What if this violence traces 
back to the religious texts themselves?  What if 
“terror is in the mind of God”? 

In the book’s front matter, starkly on a page by 
itself, this sociologist quotes God: “I will send my 

terror before you, and will throw into confusion all the people.”   

Okay, most of us here are Christians.  And I’m squirming.  So we side-step:   

“This is an Old Testament problem, right?  Jesus 
sorts it out in the new.”   

Well, not really.  Jesus takes earthly violence 
beyond the grave with his teaching on Hell.  And 
He claimed to fulfil the Old Testament, not throw 
the unpleasant parts in the dustbin of history.  We 
may avoid these stories, but they’re in the Bible 
nonetheless.  We can’t pick and choose: “cuddly 
lambs please, but hold the blood and guts.” 

“Well, I read these battles as a beautiful allegory of 
spiritual warfare.”   

Perhaps you do.  But the only reason these stories 
of Israel escaping Egypt, and David killing the 
Giant, have any value as metaphor is because it 
actually happened in history.  The horse and rider 
really drowned in the sea.  Goliath’s reign of terror 
really was over. 

These aren’t isolated events.  The Bible is a bloody 
book.  YHWH used Israel as His sword to exterminate seven people groups before they 
occupied the Promised Land. 
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Herem (הרם, ḥērem).  “The Ban.”  Call it what you 
will, it’s a little word with a disturbing double 
meaning.  It means to dedicate something entirely 
to God—whether for devotion or destruction.  It 
was a common warfare practice in the Ancient 
Near East, and it doesn’t show up often in the 
Bible; but when it does, it’s shocking.  Kill 
everything: “utterly destroy” all life. 

 

Is this the God we worship?  When we tuck our kids in at night and pray the Lord my 
soul to keep, is this the God we picture? 

How do we make sense of divine violence? 

This is a complicated topic, so I’m happy to 
handball two troubling stories to others.  Bec 
White will explore Joshua entering Jericho, taking 
out the Canaanites.  And then Rowan Chapman will 
focus in on the true and better Joshua, Yeshua, the 
Christ.  Jesus enters Jerusalem to die on a Roman 
torture device.  Both stories centre on divine 
violence … this “God of love” uses physical 
coercion to cause injury.   

There are no easy answers, but the title’s talk may help with the framing: God’s Two 
Hands.  Judgment comes from God’s right hand.  It’s the power arm: violence if you’re 
against God, or deliverance if you’re with Him.  But it takes two hands to hold the world, 
just as it takes two hands to parent.  Wrath is only half the picture.  Right from the 
Bible’s start we see God’s left hand of mercy and grace wooing the world.  He withholds 
the punishment we deserve, forgives any who turn, and then offers us good stuff we 
never deserved.   

So, God has two hands.  But even this is problematic.  Joshua conquers Jericho, then 
Jesus is crucified at Jerusalem.  He kills one minute and is kind the next—the right and left-
hand seemingly take turns.  Is God confused? 

Well, we’ll see. 

First, though, let’s open the Bible to the Massacre at Jericho.  It’s a graphic story, and in 
no way do I mean to make light of what looks like divinely mandated murder.  But, to 
keep it G-rated, I’ve drawn some help from The Brick Testament.  Enter Joshua 6, and 
Israel’s conquest of the Canaanites: 

[Sue Chapman to read this while sitting down, supported by powerpoint} 

The following images are sourced from 
http://www.thebricktestament.com/joshua/massacre_of_jericho/ 

 

 

http://www.thebricktestament.com/joshua/massacre_of_jericho/
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Joshua and Jericho (Bec White) 

Cool story Hansel, but is anyone else here at all 
bothered by this account? Does God condone 
genocide? Is He ok with ethnic cleansing? What 
about the Canaanites? Israel’s conquest of the 
Promised Land begins in Jericho, and nearly 
destroys the people group called the Canaanites… 
and God commands it! 

 But how could God command the killing of 
people? Through the lens of Biblical stories we’ll 
explore how God’s justice and mercy work in 

tandem. Despite initial appearances, we’ll find that in the Old and New Testament, God’s 
hands work together to ultimately bless the world through His people. 

From Slum dog to Millionaire 

Reading from Deuteronomy 10: 17-19, “You are to 
love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves 
were foreigners in Egypt.” 

When we read of Israel driving out the nation of 
Canaan, perhaps we feel like intervening - “Hey 
Israel you bully! Pick on somebody your own size.” 
But is this a case of the big guy picking on the 
little kid in the school yard? Far from it. This verse 
in Deuteronomy is one of many reminders to Israel 
– don't get proud. You were once slaves and 

strangers in a foreign land. God saved them as the under dogs; the team finishing last 
made a historical come back by God’s hand of redemption. God reminds them to always 
show empathy to the outsider. 
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Does it ever cross your mind why Israel is seemingly the favourite child? Plucked from 
danger and whisked in to the Promised Land, and on the way they just nip a few 
rebellious nations in the bud... is this the story we are hearing? How did they go from 
slum dogs to millionaires?  

It seems that Israel themselves asked God “why 
us?!”, and this is what He said to them: 

It is not because of your righteousness or your 
integrity that you are going in to take possession 
of their land; but on account of the wickedness of 
these nations... (Deuteronomy 9:4-6.) 

 

 

God makes it clear that Israel was not elected by 
their merit. Israel was chosen to be God’s 
instrument of His mission to restore the world. 
God’s left hand of grace and mercy unites with His 
right hand of discipline and justice. God’s ultimate 
purpose is to bless all the nations; but that doesn’t 
mean God has to “be nice” to everybody or every 
nation, no matter how they behave. 

 

Guilty, not innocent 

As Christians we should wrestle with what can seem harsh and shocking behaviour from 
God in the O.T. We asked the question in the introduction – what about the Canaanites?  

If God actually said “leave nothing alive”—total 
destruction—doesn’t that mean that innocent lives 
were taken by the swords of the Israelites? How is 
that fair? 

Okay, could all the perfect people raise their hand?  

... No really, Could all the perfect people raise their 
hand? … No one is perfect, and we know it. The 
Biblical perspective teaches us that all have broken 
God’s law and fall short of His standard of 

perfection. And so none of us are blameless or without fault according to God’s just 
standards. Even if we don’t believe in God, our conscience tells us we fail to meet even 
our own moral standards.  

Alright. Guilty. I am not innocent—but what about those who seem incapable of doing 
wrong? What about babies, children and mentally handicapped people—are they guilty 
too? Not old enough to be weaned but old enough to be held accountable for their 
wrong doing?  
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Well firstly, there are Bible verses that suggest such people are spared from ultimate 
judgement, so an earthly end isn’t final damnation (cf. Deuteronomy 1:39).  Death isn’t the 
end. And we can trust that God in His supreme love can deal fairly with lives lost, who 
unfortunately were caught up in the judgement and sin of their culture or religion.  

Also, we need to recognise that our actions affect 
our culture, society and each other.  A parent's 
actions affect the family. The prime-minister's 
decisions affect the whole nation. In the story of 
Canaan God was holding a whole people 
responsible for their collective sin as a culture. 
Every practice and decision was breathing into a 
toxic atmosphere that produced generation after 
generation of rebellion against God.  Enough was 
enough, so God stepped in to judge. 

The practical issues surrounding God’s judgment are too numerous to cover now. But as 
an example, consider, if parents and families were killed but God spared the children, how 
would they fend for themselves?  

Finally it’s worth humbly saying that some things 
are clearly God's prerogative. As difficult as it is 
for us to accept, God can create something and 
then destroy what He's created. Although, His 
wishes are constrained by His good and perfect 
character—so He can't wish something that is 
immoral or inconsistent with who He is. There is 
nothing patently immoral about the Creator of life 
taking away life, even though it may offend the 
creation. It's immoral for us to take life because we 

are not the authors of life, and as such when we take life, usually we are exercising a 
prerogative reserved for God alone. But we must remember God does not take life 
recklessly, but only for the good of achieving a greater purpose to help all of humanity 
and set the world right—and this is ultimately more important than any one life. 

Does sin deserve to be punished? 

Even if God has the right to take life, did the Canaanites really deserve their final fate?  

The real question is: Does wrong doing deserve to 
be punished—and if so, how much?  

Frame the question another way. Martin Bryant. 
The man responsible for shooting and killing 35 
people in Port Arthur in 1996. Does he deserve to 
be punished? Or what about Josef Fritzl. He locked 
his 15 year old daughter in a basement and raped 
her up to 5 times a day, fathering her seven kids. 
He got life in prison. Is his punishment deserved?   
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Some would argue a more severe punishment.  Murderers, paedophiles, rapists—I think we 
would all agree that wrong doing deserves some form of punishment. If God is real, then 
who is more capable of weighing the right punishment to fit the bill?  And what He 
deems to be just punishment is, therefore, justice. 

God judged a culture that was entirely perverted 
by horrendous practices; the Canaanites mirrored 
their violent, sexualised idols.  This act was no 
‘spur of the moment’ decision by God. God told 
Abraham in Genesis 15 that He would not punish 
the Canaanites unless it’s fully deserved. It seems 
that over the 500 year period from Abraham to 
Joshua, the Canaanites rejected God’s warnings 
and moved deeper into sin.  Not little indiscretions 
… their culture included child sacrifice, incest, 

bestiality, and cultic prostitution, to list just a few. God’s left hand of grace and 
forgiveness waited patiently for 500 years in hopes of their repentance. But when they 
stubbornly continued in their own way, Israel became the vehicle of God’s justice and 
judgement upon a corrupt society.  

It is important to distinguish the moral difference between arbitrary violence, versus 
violence inflicted within a moral framework of just punishment. For example, there is a 
difference between violently smacking a child for no reason versus disciplining a child for 
an explained punishment that will produce a more fruitful end. This does not make the 
situation exactly rosy, but we need to position this violent story within its larger moral 
framework.  

Part of the problem is that we want to hold God 
to the same standard of morality He holds us to, 
as if people and God are on equal terms when it 
comes to behaviour. Whatever we can't do, God 
shouldn't be allowed to do either. But every parent 
knows that such an arrangement would not work. 
Parents aren't held by the same standards that 
their children are constrained by for good reasons; 
in the same way, God has a different set of 
privileges as well. Life and death His call, not ours, 

and that's why it is appropriate for Him to make sovereign decisions with regards to our 
life and death. I am not sovereign and all knowing, despite the rumours to the contrary! 
But God is.  And we have reason to trust He will make such decisions in accordance with 
perfect knowledge of justice, even if we struggle with the details. 
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It’s a really contentious issue, isn’t it? But why do 
we feel so strongly that what God did isn’t fair? By 
what standard do we judge God?  Apart from 
God, we have no source of authority on morality, 
so everything boils down to personal preference.  
If God doesn’t exist then our sense of right and 
wrong is nothing more than a biological impulse to 
help our species survive—it’s an impulse with no 
claim on my life, which I can choose to ignore.  It 
makes more sense to me that the very reason we 

feel offense at what we perceive as wrong doing, is because God’s sense of right and 
wrong is imprinted on us.  Our understanding of morality comes from our common 
creator. 

So, God’s right hand is strong on Canaan for a cause.  But what about the left? 

 

Rahab’s Scarlet Thread (Bec White cont.) 

In Ezekiel 18: 21-23, God says: “Do I take any 
pleasure in the death of the wicked? Rather, am I 
not pleased when they turn from their ways and 
live?” 

God’s right and left hand—His wrath and mercy—
always come together in love.  This verse reveals 
God’s deepest desire. He will rightly judge the 
rebels, but His deepest desire is that we would 
repent.  He craves for us to turn to Him and find 
fresh life. In Deuteronomy—the same book that we 

read of judgement on the Canaanites—it speaks of caring for the animals and livestock, 
acting justly and kindly to all travellers and foreigners, freeing and caring for the slaves. 
God’s commands are clothed with mercy and grace, where what is right and honest is 
upheld and the oppressed are not despised but accepted.  Even if they’re from Canaan. 

Enter Rahab.  Rahab had heard about YHWH—she 
knew that God was giving the land of Canaan to 
the Israelites because of their corruption. When 
the Israelite spies enter into Jericho, the locals try 
to kill them.  So Rahab hides them at great risk to 
her family, and protects them in her house. And 
because of her faith in God she was saved from 
destruction and included in the nation of Israel.  
Here we see God’s hand clearly acting to save 
someone who had faith in Him at the exact time 

His right hand was exercising justice against those bent on rebellion. 
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And this goes for individuals and even entire 
nations.  Take the story of Jonah and Nineveh. Like 
with Rahab, God uses His right hand and sends a 
message of judgment if they refuse to repent. But 
all the while His left hand is ready to restore this 
barbaric people group.  When they responded in 3 
days, they were shown mercy and extended grace. 
This is God’s message, the scarlet thread in His 
tapestry of redemption. The central issue is our 
heart. The same sun that melts the ice hardens the 

clay … a hard heart is judged by God’s right hand, but a soft heart willing to turn before a 
holy God finds forgiveness and mercy with His left.   

You may not know this, but Rahab is the great, great, great grandmother of Jesus. Rahab 
the Canaanite becomes God’s gift to everyone. Blessing comes through the nations, for 
the nations. And it all starts with God protecting Israel from violent cultures, offering a 
safe place to grow up, so that when they’re mature, they truly will save the world.  That 
is their job. They are moving towards the true and better Joshua. Canaan is just one step 
on the road to the cross.  Enter Yeshua—Jesus the Christ, riding into Jerusalem. 

God’s got the whole world in His hands—right and left.  But it’s worth asking, what if?  
What if running this world was a one-handed affair? 

 

[DRAMA: Chris and Sue Chapman, Single Handed Control} 
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Jesus and Jerusalem (Rowan Chapman) 

Welcome to the New Testament, where we find 
Jesus Christ! The individual upon who Christians 
base their life! [Image 1 appears] And why wouldn't 
you: Let the little children come to me, 'Lay down 
your sword Simon'. But THIS Jesus individual [point 
to Image 1] is a seemingly radical change from the 
God of the OT.  I mean, their characters are 
complete opposites! Right? But Jesus is God. [John 
14:9] “...Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father...” So artistic license aside... Is it fair to say 

that the image behind me is the COMPLETE Jesus?  

If we were to say ‘yes’, we would play into the image of a 'bipolar God'. He WAS the 
sinners friend, true... but nevertheless a controversial and even frightening character.  
[Mark 4:41] “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  

So, this presents us with another angle on the 
Jesus image: Jesus the Fighting Revolutionary 
{Image 2}. This here [point] is the Jesus who 
publicly condemned the Pharisees... the Jesus who 
cleared out the temple with a whip...  

The fact is that neither image  works alone. As you 
will see before too long, Jesus is the fulfilment of 
both these images... God's Left Hand and God's 
Right Hand in perfect harmony.  

We've all heard that old adage: “Gentle Jesus. Meek and mild.” Meek? Maybe at times. But 
mild? No. Mild is an adjective we should only use for cheese. To be mild, is to be without 
strength or potency. You don't get killed for being 'mild'.  

 

Looking at Jesus’ own ministry... Was this a left-
handed extravaganza? During the Sermon on the 
Mount, He blessed the meek and the poor in spirit. 
Very well known scenario and very left-handed. 
But is during this time that he makes one of 
several references to Hell... “It is better for you to 
lose one part of your body than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell...” (Matthew 5:29).  
Gentle Jesus!? And he didn't apologise for any of 
the blood and guts in the OT. Instead he argues: “… 

I have not come to abolish the law or the prophets... I've come to fulfill them” (Matthew 
5:17)   
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Jesus was not a walking contradiction. He himself 
was the complete fulfillment of the OT. We have 
watched the biblical narrative of how Israel has 
grown, and now they have come of age with the 
arrival of Jesus.  

Picture this: Your dad tells you that your sister is 
coming for dinner. He says that up until she arrives, 
lay the table and cook dinner. But he goes onto 
say that when she is there, have a chat over the 
meal. Is your dad a hypocrite for asking two 

separate things of you? No, because the conversation in itself is the fulfilment of the 
other task.   Far from being hypocritical, Jesus was showing us his very nature: “I am here 
to bless, as well as judge.” Left hand and right hand together.  

Take Jesus entry into Jerusalem. When he first 
glimpsed the city, THE physical and spiritual center 
of the nation of Israel, he weeps that they were 
blind to what could have set them free. He 
comprehends the tragedy of the situation: that 
Israel, like Canaan before it, had fallen.  Israel was 
under God's judgment. And yet they refuse every 
life-line thrown at them.    

“Jerusalem,... you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing” (Matthew 23:37). 

So Jesus heads to the temple. But instead of 
beholding the nation's purest place of blessing and 
worship, Jesus finds a sprawling marketplace. His 
response? He made a whip out of cords and, 
upturning tables and scattering coins, FORCED the 
whole rabble out yelling “You are making this place 
into a den of robbers.” This is God's nature to a 
tee. Jesus is slow to anger, but when something 
he loved so fiercely was abused and people DID 
NOT respond ... HE responded with the right hand. 

But what happened after this? The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he 
healed them (Matthew 21:14). 

No sooner has the right hand finished, Jesus' left hand is healing again! There was no case 
of “Lord, I have leprosy. Cure me if you will.” “Hang on, *deep breathing* I need a minute...” 
The temple is restored to a place of blessing. Jesus gets on with the work he genuinely 
prefers: extending grace and mercy to the humble of heart.  No wonder the Pharisees 
got taken down a peg or two! These men had reduced God's blessing into a list of laws. 
Jesus rebukes them... publicly: “You brood of vipers! How will you escape being 
condemned to hell?” (Matthew 23:33).  Jesus didn't take say 'Um... excuse me... had it 
occurred to you at some point, that you may be .... er.... just the tiniest bit viperish?” 
These were men who exploiting the law for their own ends by using the weak.  
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But even as Jesus was delivering a justice long overdue for the Jewish people, he openly 
laments the fact that that they have completely missed the point. Israel wants ritual. But 
God desires justice, mercy, and faithfulness {Matthew 23:23}.  

Can we talk of a Just God and Loving God in the same breath? The real question here, is 
this: If God were to never punish sin, then in what sense could we say He is a God of 
love? Love is the unconditional will for the ultimate good of another. The opposite to 
love is not hate. In fact, it's apathy. What kind of father doesn't care if one of his kids 
abuses another?  The NT shows that God's two hands are not arbitrary in when and how 
they work.  They link together in love.  But it goes a step further.  

It shows us that he is arguably left-hand dominant.  
Not just because we see it the teaching of Jesus.... 
We see this fully realised in a single, 
unprecedented event; THE ultimate act of left-
handedness. In humanity's greatest insult to God, in 
the midst of excruciating pain, in the middle of the 
most violent execution  possible, after being 
rejected and humiliated by the very people he 
wanted to save...  

Jesus said:  “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

Violent justice and tender mercy met on those cross-beams. The full wrath of God was 
delivered on Jesus in excruciating right hand action. This is not a bipolar God who works 
through mutually exclusive instances of left hand versus right hand action. Like the song 
says, he has the whole world in his hand...s. Plural. God's dominant left hand offers grace, 
mercy and love: relational powers that do not coerce humanity but instead invite us. By 
their very nature, these ‘powers' are not to be forced upon us.  But it is in left-handed 
love that He has warned us of an approaching right-handed judgment. Far from being 
apathetic, our God cares when something he loves is harmed.  

Strewn throughout the Bible there are signposts 
warning us never to conjure up the falsehood of 
some 'supreme softhearted being'. What kind of 
loving God wouldn’t want to confront the mess 
we’ve made of the world and how we’ve 
mistreated each other in war, rape, murder, lies and 
greed. [Slide of John 3:16] The flip-side of this 
(point) is a promise: God loved the world so much 
that he will condemn those who have caused the 
brokenness and harm. And who's that? All of us. 

But his Left Hand has not been withdrawn. Pierced with nails, it remains outstretched... in 
the incredible sacrifice of His only son, Jesus Christ… In this we know that we worship a 
left-handed God.   
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Tough Love: Our Response to God’s Two Hands (Rowan Chapman cont.) 

So does this mean Christians can only exercise 
their left hand? No matter what the cost is to us? 
OR our neighbors?  That would have been ideal... 
had everyone been playing by the same rules.  

Some of you may know that I am in my 5th year 
of work within the Army Reserve. The military 
environment has provided me with an invaluable 
perspective of a working Christian soldier. Most of 
our work is left-handed missions—missions of 
mercy. Even at home, you all would have seen the 

lads chipping in with the flood clean-up.  That being said, the right handed role never 
ceases to exist...  We are the Australian Defence Force. Not the ‘Australian Excuse Me, Do 
You Mind Fellowship'. The freedom that we experience, the freedom you're experiencing 
now as you sit here listening to this Logos presentation, is because someone—a soldier, a 
police officer, a piece of legislation, the justice system—exercised their right hand FOR 
YOU. It is naïve to criticise ALL right handed action when it is this very action that won 
us the freedom to criticise.  It’s easy to claim all our violence is redemptive—that killing 
Osama was good for the world.  We may be self-serving, so let’s be slow to shoot.  But 
even if at times we’re trigger-happy, in a fallen world, some degree of violence is 
necessary.  Protecting with the right is an act of love. 

Okay, the Army isn't necessarily at odds with Jesus.  But what about religious violence? Is 
Christianity just part of the problem? Does a violent God open the door for violent 
Christians? Picture Ric Benson coming up to the mic after we've finished, saying “Right 
KBC, let's storm the Council chambers of those wicked bureaucrats who stalled our 
building plans!” Is this valid?  

Absolutely not! Any violent judgment from now till 
the end of time is God's prerogative! And it’s 
precisely because we know that God is just [right 
hand] that we can lead with the left now; we can 
be peace-makers in the present [left hand]. If God 
were NOT angry at injustice and deception and 
did NOT make a final end to violence... that God 
would not be worthy of worship. But we are 
reconciled to God through Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:18-19): the God-man who absorbed evil in pure 

love and offered grace and forgiveness to heal a fractured world. Now THAT, right there, 
is our prerogative: agents of reconciliation. 

And how should we respond to this kind of God?  
There's only one good option, given that God’s 
Justice and Mercy are in perfect harmony.  To 
paraphrase John the Baptist, “Repent! For the 
kingdom of God has TWO hands!” We need to 
seek forgiveness, because, like Israel, we've 
rejected the life-lines thrown to us. 
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Contrary to the Dawkins image, he isn't some evil lurker of the stratosphere, wringing his 
hands in expectant glee...  “I can't wait to smite the ones who didn't pick up my get-out-
of-jail-free card!” We belong to a compassionate and gracious God; He’s slow to anger 
and abounding in love and faithfulness {Exodus 34:6}.  “He is patient... not wanting anyone 
to perish, but calling everyone to come to repentance” {2 Peter 3:9}.   

I'll leave you with a favourite quote of mine from 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.   

Aslan the lion is C.S. Lewis's God figure. The 
youngest sister Lucy, somewhat nervous about a 
prospective one-on-one meeting with a lion, asks 
Mr. Beaver if Aslan is safe.  

“Safe? Don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? 
Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't 
safe!... But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” 

Let’s pray …  

Questions for Discussion 
1. What impacted you most in this talk?   

2. “Religious violence today results from violent religious texts centred on a violent concept 
of God.  Terror is in the mind of God.”  Your response? 

3. Read over Joshua 6 as a group.  With Logos’ message in mind, how do you grapple with 
divine violence?  Where is your (our) response strong, and where is it weak?  The extra 
reading in the discussion guide will help with this: 
http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/gods-two-hands/ 

4. How would you respond to the following questions: “Why did God choose Israel?”; “Can 
God kill the innocent?”; and “Does sin deserve to be punished?” 

5. As a group, see how many examples of the “Scarlet Thread of Redemption” you can 
recall from across the Biblical story, especially in the more jarring Old Testament. 

6. In what ways is Jesus’ teaching and example continuous or discontinuous with the Divine 
Violence in the Old Testament.  That is, how does Jesus do it the same, or differently? 

7. What form do God’s right and left hand take at Jesus’ crucifixion?  How do justice and 
mercy meet in love at the cross-beams? 

8. Is violence necessary in a world like ours?  And if so, what safeguards and resources 
does the Biblical story (centred on Jesus) offer to keep Christians from unnecessary 
violence, instead equipping us to be active peace-makers in a violent world? 

9. God isn’t ‘safe’ but He is ‘good’.  How will this shape your worship of a two-handed God? 

10. Using a recent newspaper, pray Jesus’ love over our world’s strife.  Picture the cross 
planted in the midst of these violent conflicts, and seek how He wants you to respond. 

 

 

 

 

http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/gods-two-hands/
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