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Logos, Kenmore Baptist Church, 18th April 2010 (BW&DB) 

MANY PATHS, ONE DOOR 
(How to Choose a Religion—or None) 

 
**DRAMA: Chris & Sue Chapman // no video or data during this** 
**TRANSITION: Brendan White to speak first half of the message** 

 
Many Paths, but Which Door? … Overwhelmed by Choice, Underwhelmed by Criteria 

 
Have you ever looked around and 
noticed how different people are?  If you 
have, you will have noticed we don’t all 
look alike. In fact we are one of the most 
multi-cultural countries in the world with 
nearly one in four people who live in our 
country having been born overseas. The 
upside is we get to enjoy all these 
different types of food. But it also means 
we have different religions, ideas and 
cultural practices. We have Christians, 

atheists, Muslims, Agnostics, Hindus, Buddhists, Mormons, morons, Jews, Jedi 
Knights, and people who worship the Broncos. You name the religion, world view or 
sporting team and we probably have a few people who follow it. In a society as 
diverse as ours the question of ‘how to choose a religion or none at all’ is as relevant 
as they come. 
 

If you haven’t seen a LOGOS message 
before (where have you been, and please 
come to church more; but what) we are a 
ministry here at KBC now with about a 
dozen members, and after 8 years we 
finally have girls on the team. As it says in 
the verse behind me ‘Christ is the true 
light that gives light to all people. LOGOS 
is about sharing this light, the life of Jesus, 
with others by commending and 
defending our Christian faith.  
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The purpose of today’s message is to 
look at how a person might choose a 
religion or none at all. The purpose of 
having all these doors on stage isn’t just 
to confuse Dave and I about where we 
should enter and exit from. Rather it’s to 
illustrate that there are a lot of ‘doors’ a 
person can walk through in terms of 
what they believe but the real issue is do 
they all lead to the same place? 
 

Arguably the biggest and most important questions in life are why am I here, where 
did I come from and where am I going. Now all the religions and major world views 
like atheism, offer answers to these questions. There has however been a growing 
trend in society to argue that it actually doesn’t matter what you believe as you just 
need to be sincere; or it doesn’t matter what you believe as all religions are the 
same. The term that is given to this is pluralism. A simple definition of pluralism is 
that all religious paths, and a major world-views like atheism, are equally valid 
and it is impossible to judge between them which is right. 
 
For me this stuff is literally the biggest obstacle I hear people talk about when I 
share my faith. An example of this is last year in preparation for the LOGOS message 
‘Caught Out’ Dave and I were in Roma Street parklands interviewing and surveying 
people about objections they had to Christianity. I was sharing about Jesus with an 
Indian man (a dot not feather) and I remember vividly that he told me he believed in 
Jesus but said that Jesus was one of the many paths that led to God. 
 
So to answer the question how to choose a religion or none at all, the first thing that 
we need to do is address the question of whether there is any need to choose. 
Perhaps it doesn’t matter, perhaps my friends at work are right and all religions are 
the same. So today I want to look at why pluralism is the wrong path. Dave B is 
going to look at how the right path to choosing our beliefs is a process for navigating 
your way through all the different religions and world-views out there. Dave will also 
look at how Jesus is such a unique historical figure that his life can be a place you 
could start the journey of deciding what you believe. 
 
But for my part I want to examine what I submit is clearly the wrong path: pluralism. 
Now the issues involved with pluralism, can be phrased or stated in a few ways. But 
when you distill it down there are four main issues behind it.  So let’s look at these 
together. 
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A Dead End: PLURALISM … All Paths are Equally Right/Wrong 
 

#1: “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere.” 
 

The first is that I have often heard people 
say that ‘it doesn’t matter what you 
believe, as long as you are sincere.’ Now 
this is something that is often said of 
religion. Yet you would never hear 
something like this about politics, 
science, personal hygiene or nutrition.  
And you especially don’t hear this about a 
historical event.  When someone is 
sincere in believing the Holocaust never 
happened, we must sincerely disagree.  

Our beliefs do not determine reality, and sincerity is no substitute for truth.  For 
centuries people sincerely believed the Earth was flat but—and I apologise to any 
Flat Earth Society members here today—that was wrong! The Earth is a beautiful 
sphere. You can sincerely disbelieve in physics and gravity but if you jump off a cliff 
… I’m afraid you sincerity will fall short (ah, yes, it’s a delightful play on words!). 
 
Now of course sincerity is vitally important. Everyone dislikes a hypocrite. But 
sincerity is not enough. We would never apply this to any other area of life like 
science or history, and it is a double standard to apply it to religion alone. 
 
#2: “Aren’t all religions pretty much the same?” 
 

The second way though of avoiding 
choosing a religion is to believe that “all 
religions are pretty much the same?” 
This is can appeal as an ‘enlightened’ and 
an attractive idea. Far too many 
disagreements, persecutions, and wars 
have arisen because of religious 
differences. So let’s assume there is one 
God whom the different religions are all 
seeking in their particular way. 
 

Backing up this belief that religions are all pretty much the same is that some of the 
big religions have a lot of ethical convictions in common; they are often peace-
loving, and kind and none advocate murder, rape or theft. Also religions tend to 
have similar things like prayer, meditation, worship, music and holy books. 
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Ultimately though, while religions can appear superficially similar they are 
substantively and irreconcilably different. First, if you ask the actual worshipers and 
scholars within different faiths whether all religions are the same you will get an 
emphatic denial. They know very well that Christians are different from Muslims 
who have their own afterlife or Buddhists who are seeking a state of Nirvana. 
 
Moreover even the most cursory examination of the world religions will show that 
there is no way they can all be explained as the same. The reality is many people 
who say all the religions are the same are quite ignorant of what each religion really 
believes. 
 
At this point people often say what is the third way of avoiding choosing a religion. 
They argue:-  
 
#3: “Surely all religions lead to God (even if they are different) in their own ways” 
 

Do they? Who says? 
 
Saying that all religions are equally valid 
paths is just an assertion. It’s not an 
argument. So I say why should I believe 
that? Now the illustration that is used to 
support is one you may have heard 
before. 
 
It’s about a group of blind men who 
come up to an elephant. They all grasp 

and grope at it. And they begin to say what the elephant is like. One grasps the trunk 
and says elephants are hollow and flexible creatures. Another grabs the leg and says 
“no no elephants are round thick and firm,” and another grabs the tail and says “no 
no no an elephant is thin and long.” 
 
We, the listener, realize all of them are right and all of them are wrong. They all see 
only part of the picture, therefore none of them should say the other is wrong.  And 
so the illustration concludes religions are the same.  All religions see part of the 
spiritual truth, no one sees the whole spiritual truth and that is how we ought to 
understand the religions. But that gets me thinking what would it take for you to se 
that all religions see only part of the truth?  
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Well it’s obvious. The only way you can know that none of the blind men had a grip 
on the entire elephant is if you could see the whole elephant. And that means the 
only way you could possibly know that all religions see only part of the truth is if you 
assume you see the whole truth. Which is the very thing you say nobody has! 
 
There is an appearance of humility in saying all religions see only part of the truth 
but it is ultimately the most arrogant claim of all as it requires you to believe you 
have what they don’t. When you say no one has a superior take on spiritual reality 
that is a superior take on spiritual reality. This is called a self-defeating view because 
if it’s true, it’s also false.  

 
Behind me is another illustration about 
how all the religions are like different 
paths up a mountain, all leading though 
to the same summit ‘God’. The problem is 
it is ludicrous to suppose that all religions 
lead to God, when Buddhism and 
Atheism do not believe there is any God 
at all. And Hinduism believes in 
reincarnation and offers millions of ‘gods’ 
in the during a persons life. 
 

A better way is to realize the religions and major world views like atheism are all 
climbing different mountains. Sure in the early days of walking there is common 
ground in the ethical teaching, but as soon as you start to go into the distinctives 
they are all headed to different summits. 
 
The religions are mutually exclusive as they have such irreconcilable beliefs about 
God, whether there is an afterlife and how one can attain it.  
 

“Still, aren’t religious views something 
that is best only for our private lives?” 
One of the problems with this view of 
pluralism  that all religions are the same 
and equally valuable, is that it has lead to 
our society believing that a religious view 
is something you should hold in private 
and should not be brought into public. 
Just like pluralism though, this doesn’t 
work. 
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And hold on now you see it.  No one can just leave their deepest beliefs at the door 
because our deepest beliefs affect everything—both the way we think and act. 
 
Instead what can work is real tolerance. We can live in a multicultural society and 
we can commend what is true in other views, but respectfully disagree with what is 
false, while seeking to build bridges through dialogue and debate. It’s one thing to 
tolerate another religion’s practices, and existence. It is another thing entirely to 
intellectually tolerate religions by just agreeing they are all the same. Showing love 
means being honest, and there are ways to be tolerant of another's viewpoints 
while holding onto your own beliefs and values. We can be honest if we disagree 
with a person by being respectful in explaining our views. But society’s present 
attempt to have people keep their religious views to their private life is a misguided 
form of tolerance that is ultimately unworkable. 
 
#4: “Christians are arrogant and exclusive for claiming to have the way and truth.” 
 

The last and fourth objection is a very 
common one. It’s that Christians are 
arrogant to claim their religion is the only 
way to God. The exclusive claim of Jesus 
is among the biggest obstacles to 
spiritual seekers today.  
 
Yet Christianity is not the only religion 
that claims exclusivity. Islam claims 
radical theological exclusivity, the Islamic 
afterlife is only for Muslims. And even 

the many paths to God religion of Hinduism is uncompromising on 2-3 things 
including karma, the authority of one of their holy scriptures, the Vedas and 
reincarnation.  
 

1  

2 

Let’s take just one example of how impossible this is: polygamy.  What you think is a 
good law in this area will depend on your view of marriage.  Now, in our country,
marriage is reserved for one male and one female. The idea of a man wedding four
brides is not just an unattractive option ... it’s somewhat disturbing. But if you were
a Muslim man with multiple wives, as did Muhammad, then clearly you would
support a change in public law to recognize your union.  Which is it, then?  Whose
views should win the day, and whose views should be kept private?  To silence one 
set of beliefs (like religious beliefs) is to unfairly privilege another set of beliefs
(like secular beliefs), neither of which are truly ‘neutral.’
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So arrogance can not be a logical attack 
as everyone is exclusive. All truth by 
definition is exclusive. Anytime you make 
a truth claim you mean something 
contrary to it is false. If you say you are a 
boy, you are attempting, hopefully 
successfully, to exclude the counter 
claim that you are a girl. 
 
Now it is one thing to believe that you 
have the truth, it is another thing to 

communicate that in a way that is not smug or arrogant. If truth is not undergirded 
by love it makes you obnoxious and the truth repulsive.   
 

One of the ways we as Christians can 
combat this problem that we appear 
exclusive or arrogant in our beliefs is to 
understand that we don’t have to dismiss 
every religion as entirely false.   Christians 
can humbly engage our religious and 
irreligious neighbours in dialogue and 
debate, celebrating truth, goodness, and 
beauty wherever it may be found.  We 
can learn sensitivity to suffering from 
Buddhists, courtesy from Confucianism, 

celebration from Hindus, and submission from Muslims.  We don’t need to destroy 
other cultures in order to build Christianity.   
 
An example of this is Irish lead singer of U2, Bono. He’s a well known Christian who 
has worked tirelessly against world poverty. One of the things he is famous for 
though is that he has drawn support from people of different religious backgrounds 
by noting that the sacred texts of Christianity, Judaism and Islam all call for the care 
of the widow, orphan and stranger. By commending these common teachings 
between the faiths he has been more effective in his work and perhaps has shined 
the light of Jesus more brightly. 
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EVERYONE has a set of exclusive beliefs 
that to some extent is based on faith. 
Therefore what matters isn’t that one 
claims to be true. What matters isn’t 
even how do we all live together with our 
different beliefs. 
 
What matters is, of all the different 
beliefs out there, which is true?  And that 
is what Dave is going to look at, how does 
a person decide how to choose a religion, 

or none at all. And Dave is also going to look at why amongst all the religions Jesus 
stands out as being quite a unique figure whose life is worth serious consideration. 
 
Before he comes up here to do that though a glaringly obvious final question is does 
a person need to choose to believe anything?  People in our society often just ignore 
the question of religion, or at most adopt a loose collection of beliefs that aren’t the 
core of their existence but are more like a spiritual accessory to life.  Faced with so 
many choices, no particular choice seems compelling, so we just live for today. We 
lower our focus to how to find happiness in the here and now.  That's 
secularism.  And maybe you're thinking, "What's the problem with that?"   
 
Well the problem is beliefs have consequences, and if what we believe is wrong then 
we're the ones who suffer.    Like gravity, reality has a way of bringing our wrong 
beliefs down to Earth.  That goes whether it's picking the right subjects for 
university, choosing that special someone to build a life together, or choosing a 
religion.  Further, we thrive when we live toward a vision of life greater than 
ourselves and the everyday stuff of the material world.  Which vision, though? 
 
If you're feeling apathetic about the whole search, let me encourage you by saying 
truth does matter, as what we believe counts. So if you are searching out spiritual 
issues, or you have a friend or family member who is, Dave B is going to look at a 
process for deciding how to answer the big questions in life and why Jesus’ life 
might be a place to start the search. 
 

**MPEG VIDEO CLIP (from file): THE MUMMY  (1 minute 2 seconds)** 
 

**TRANSITION: Dave Benson to speak now** 
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An Open Door: PROCESS … How to Discern Between the Options 
 

Thanks Brendan.  We live in a world with 
so many religious paths, but which door 
should I choose, if any?  Sometimes 
we’re like Beni in the clip, hedging our 
bets and hoping that in the mix we might 
have chosen at least one right option.  
But as Brendan explored, pluralism is the 
lazy way out.  The search for truth is 
rarely a pleasure cruise—it will take 
commitment and persistence.  So, how 
serious are you about finding what’s 
true, and living what you find?   

 
If pluralism is a wrong path, a dead-end door, then what process is the right path to 
discern between so many religious doors?  This was Lily’s dilemma when she wrote 
to me last year. 
 

Lily is an intelligent twenty-something 
Harvard student.  Through a friend, we got 
talking about beliefs.  She describes herself 
as spiritual, but not religious.  Her friend 
asked what was keeping her from 
committing to a particular belief system, 
especially Christianity.  She responded with 
a metaphor.  For Lily, the search for 
religious truth is like a labyrinth, a maze of 
options with no clear or right way through. 
 

Picture a tremendously large labyrinth.  To advance, you must ask questions.  Some 
refuse even to ask the basic questions, so they remain outside the labyrinth.  Why 
do I exist?  What is the meaning of life?  How can I tell right from wrong?  Where do I 
go when I die?  Our noisy society silences these questions … until your family falls 
apart, your partner dumps you, or your best friend is suicidal.  Then you realize that 
without answers to these foundational questions, life is meaningless. 
 
So, you enter the labyrinth, propelled by questions.  Some settle in the lobby of 
simplistic answers, but for those who really want the truth, they press on to enter 
various doors and explore.  Each room has its own appeal—some with piercing blue 
light, others with warm golden light, each inspiring its own kind of wonder and 
answering different questions.  But how can you compare any two rooms?    

11  
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In Lily’s words, “Which room held the truth?  And how do you know, with people 
stopped in every room, when there is always another door?”   
 
Lily wondered what might convince her that one of those doors is the door.  How 
would you advise Lily?  Perhaps you’re just like Lily—articulate, but hopelessly lost in 
the religious labyrinth.  Is there a process to move forward?  I think there is. 

 
To start with, however, you’ve got to 
avoid the extremes.  None of us knows 
everything (we’re limited and biased, so 
how could we?).  But, nor are we totally 
in the dark (we bump into something 
every day—call it ‘reality’ if you will—and 
it needs explaining if we’re to 
successfully navigate our way through 
life).   
 

The solution is not to demand certainty, give up the search, or follow our feelings.  
Instead, I’m suggesting that the right attitude is to be open but critical.  Be open to 
the thoughts and experiences of others, to the possibility that every room is richer 
than you presently know.  But be critical of every explanation of reality, including 
your own—otherwise you’ll settle for cheap answers and miss the inconsistencies, 
errors, and even sicknesses of each religious option.  Open and critical—try it on.       
 
Still, we need a process from here on in.  Let me suggest three verbs that will help in 
your search: understand, ask, and assess.  We need to understand a belief system, 
ask the right questions of it, and then humbly assess each option. 
 
Step 1: Understand 

 
The first step is to understand.  You need 
to understand what the various religious 
options, and non-religious alternatives 
like atheism, actually claim.  Track down 
a good introduction to the religion 
written by a reputable scholar who is not 
trying to praise or condemn, but rather to 
even-handedly and accurately explain the 
belief.  John Dickson’s A Spectator’s 
Guide to World Religions is my pick.   
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But before you explore all the different religions, honour your folks and search out 
what they believe.  For most of you here, that means investigating Jesus.  We waste 
time on so many things, but why not invest just 20 hours into understanding 
Christianity.  Read the Gospel of Luke, and after the service grab a free copy of some 
resources we’ve brought along.  Face your questions head on and speak to one of 
the leaders in our church about your doubts.  I’m amazed at the number of 
Christians who dump their faith without really understanding what they’re rejecting.  
So get your own foundations right before you explore all the alternatives. 
 
In terms of other religions, follow the same process.  Watch the life and listen to the 
advice of a devout believer.  Get a feel for the scriptures of the religion in question—
the Qur’an, the Bhagavad Gita, the Tripitaka—and how it is explained by leading 
thinkers in that system.  Be open and critical.  What does this religion say about 
itself?  So, the start of it all is to understand.   
 
Step 2: Ask 
 

As you seek to understand a religion, 
your next guiding verb is ask.  You need 
to ask the right questions, to engage the 
kind of answers this system gives to the 
big questions in life.  Two sets of 
questions are especially important.   
 
The first set relate to how a world-view 
explains the material world.  What do we 
make of phenomena like shining stars, 
crashing cars, and barking dogs that 

assault our five senses every day?  It seems there is a universe, but how do we 
explain it?   
 The key question: “What is science?”   
Science is the most powerful tool to understand the universe.  Each system offers 
slightly different answers.  Is the universe an illusion, or nothing more than matter, 
or does the universe show order and design because it was ordered by a divine 
designer?  Why does science work, and what exactly is it measuring? 
 
The second set of questions relate to how a world-view explains the nature of 
humanity.  What do we make of our creativity, our morality and sense of justice, our 
bent toward religion and worship of something?  What is memory, why do we fear 
death, and what does it mean to be self-aware?   
 But perhaps the key question is “What is love?” 
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Love is the most powerful driving force for humanity.  But what is it?  Is it just a 
chemical response, or a useful ethical choice to keep society running, or is it 
something real that binds us together and reflects the very heart of our Creator? 
 
So, what is science, and what is love?  Any religious door worth entering should have 
a believable answer to these questions.  But like Lily in her labyrinth, how do I judge 
between the rooms.  Beyond preference, which is “true”? 
 
Step 3: Assess 
 

What makes for a “believable belief”?  If 
you don’t work this out before hand, then 
you’ll settle for some arbitrary standard, 
such as a true religion is one where the 
leader has the longest name—in which 
case Hinduism wins!  Not all criteria are 
equal.  This brings us to the third guiding 
verb: assess.  You’ve got to choose your 
criteria and apply them equally to each 
religion, to assess which of the live 
options you will commit to as best.   

 
Choosing criteria is tricky.  But, I think you’ll find that the following four criteria are 
unavoidable—we naturally use them everyday, even subconsciously, to choose 
which of many options is the best and truest.  They are not specifically Christian, but 
have been discovered by philosophers over thousands of years.  I’ll pass over these 
quickly, as we use these almost every Logos talk.  Let me suggest four criteria: 
 coherence, correspondence, completeness, and liveability. 
 
Coherence: Does the belief hang together, or does it contradict itself?   
 
Correspondence:  Can this belief be verified as true or false, making claims that can 
be measured?  Does it have an historical basis, or is it an untestable philosophy?   
 
Completeness:  Does this belief explain not just a few phenomena, but the whole of 
life—the universe and its form, and the nature of humanity.  How well does it 
explain morality, consciousness, justice, science, love and the like?   
 
Livability:  Can you live consistently with these beliefs, or do you find yourself doing 
things that borrow from other belief systems in order to survive and thrive? 
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The idea is to use these criteria to 
compare belief systems to each other, 
and see which one makes the most sense 
overall—in truth, goodness, and beauty.  
Remember, every belief, including the 
ones you presently hold, involves faith—
trust.  So no making excuses in this.  Right 
at the start of your search, commit to 
enter whichever door is most warranted, 
even as you continue the search. 
 

Now, hopefully you can see that up to this stage, this process I’ve suggested is fair 
game for every religious door.  It’s not designed to lead you only to Christianity.   
 
That said, my conviction is that the more you search, the better the truth will shine.  
And ultimately the truth is not so much a watertight system, as a watertight person.  
We want a system which answers our questions beyond a shadow of a doubt.  But 
God offers us no such thing.  Instead, He offers us Jesus, whose very life stands up as 
a model of virtue and wisdom, and itself requires a response.  Even today, Jesus asks 
of us, “Who do you say that I am?” 
 
A Starting Point: PERSON … Some Warrants to Knock on Jesus’ Door 
 

Okay, you should be skeptical of one 
path: the door of pluralism.  And perhaps 
you’re willing to enter the process I’ve 
just explained.  Where to now?  Just like 
Lily’s labyrinth, every door you enter 
leads to six more.  Where should I start 
my search?   
 
Just the other night I got into a 
conversation with an Indian guy at the 
service station.  I don’t know how it came 

up, but I mentioned the study I did in Canada—mostly on philosophy, and facing 
life’s biggest questions, like God’s existence.  He asked, point blank, “Well, what do 
you reckon?  Does God exist?  And which God?”  I felt prompted to ask about his 
religious background.  “Hindu,” he said, “but my parents’ faith doesn’t really work 
here.  I’m trying to work it out for myself.”  I replied, “That’s a good question, Which 
God? as even within Hinduism you’ve got a choice between 300 million Gods.”  He 
laughed.  “Where to next?” he wondered. 
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He had no idea where to start.  And maybe you don’t either.  It’s hard to know what 
propositions to believe.  But our greatest need is for a person we can trust.  Just like I 
suggested on that night, can I encourage you to consider starting your search not 
with a religious system, but with a trustworthy guide: Jesus.  Across all of history, 
Jesus is consistently praised by believers and non-believers of all stripes as the 
model of humanity—a life beautifully lived.  His teaching has formed the foundation 
for Western government, the basis of our ethics, the inspiration for more books, 
songs, poems, and works of art than all other religious founders combined.  The 
Qur’an recognizes Jesus as a sinless prophet born of a virgin.  Hindus recognize Jesus 
as the supreme example.  At Mahatma Gandhi’s funeral, when India sought to pay 
her highest compliment, they called Gandhi a “Christlike man.”  In the entire world, 
can you find a higher pattern, a more consistent character, or a nobler person? 
 
Besides which, Jesus is the perfect guide for Aussies.  He wore thongs.  His favourite 
passtime was fishing.  He turned water into wine for mates who’d already had a few.  
He ran a mean barbeque—5,000 people rock up and he just throws a few fresh fish 
on the barbie, multiplies the buns, and she’ll be right.  And to top it off, no one is 
exactly sure where he was earning his money from but he had a mate in the tax 
office so it was all sweet!   

 
 
Seriously, though, in a world of many 
paths, why start with Jesus?  Mohammed, 
Buddha, Zoroaster, Krishna, Abraham—
every religious founder is unique in his 
own way.  But even in a pluralistic world 
like ours, Jesus’ kind of ‘uniqueness’ 
deserves attention.  For instance: 
 
 

• While other guides claimed to point us to God, Jesus uniquely claimed to bring 
God to us, showing us God in the flesh (John 1:18);   

• While other guides gave pointers for living in a world of evil and suffering, 
Jesus uniquely dealt with human wickedness by dying on the cross;  

• While other guides suggested how to face death, they all went to the grave.  
Yet Jesus uniquely broke death as the final barrier.  The birth of the early 
church is built upon countless encounters with the resurrected Christ;  

• And while other guides taught us how to live and offered enlightenment and 
moral instruction, Jesus uniquely offered to live within His followers through 
His Spirit.  Jesus recognized our helplessness and need for grace.   
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In Jesus we see the greatest example of 
humility: he came to serve, not to be 
served.  He lifted up the poor, the 
outcasts, children, women, beggars, the 
disabled, identifying with the down-and-
outs.  And his teaching and stories, like 
The Prodigal Son, reflect a wisdom that 
stops us short, even today.   
 
But at the same time, Jesus made some 
audacious claims.  Imagine a friend 

coming out with this: I’m the Creator of the Universe, the living water, the light of 
the world, the resurrection and the life, the forgiver of sins, and the final judge of 
the world.   

 
Said by anyone else, we’d figure they’re smoking something funny or losing their 
sanity.  But Jesus doesn’t fit the profile.  He’s the model of servant leadership, a 
liberator of the oppressed, and a source of wisdom.  Jesus was deadly serious on his 
claims to greatness—so serious that He died for it.  So, what do you make of this? 
 
The famous scholar C. S. Lewis was once an atheist, prepared to acknowledge Jesus 
as a fine human but nothing more.  But as friends challenged him to study the 
person of Jesus, he recognized that there is no parallel in other religions.  Jesus, an 
historical man, claimed to be God.  As Lewis challenged, “Make your choice, but 
don’t come to him with any of that great patronizing nonsense about his being a 
great human teacher.  He hasn’t left that open to you.  He didn’t intend to.” 
 
Jesus is unique as a guide through the many religious paths in this world.  But don’t 
be fooled—He doesn’t merely claim to offer one path among many.   Instead, he 
claims to be the door, a safe place and a protection, the true teacher who will never 
lead us astray (John 10:9-10).  Jesus sums it up in John 14:6: “I am the Path, I am the 
Truth, and I am the Life. No one gets to the Father apart from me” (John 14:6). 
 
I don’t expect you to suddenly believe that Jesus is the path and the door.  That said, 
I hope it’s clear that the kind of claims Jesus’ made, and the kind of life Jesus lived, 
set him quite apart from all other great religious teachers this world has known.   
 
How should you choose a religion, or none?  Can I suggest that there is no better 
place to begin than to study the person of Jesus, and seriously weigh what He said?  
Who is it that you say He is?  This answer may be the hinge on which your eternity 
swings, so don’t be hasty.   
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Many Paths, Which Door? … A Clarification, and a Challenge 
 

As I draw this message to a close, let me 
finish with a clarification, and a 
challenge. 
 
First, a clarification.  Perhaps you’re 
thinking that this whole process of 
choosing a religion is far too complex for 
someone like you.  You struggle to read 
the newspaper, let alone finish a book.  
Academia leaves you cold.  And what you 
really want is not a reason, but a 

relationship.  You want intimacy and connection with whatever that something, or 
someone, is, who lies behind the beauty of a sunset, the passion of a lover’s 
embrace, and the wonder of your newborn child.   
 
This is no excuse for laziness, but the greatest “search” is not you looking for God.  
Instead, it’s the story of a loving God who goes searching for you, in the midst of 
your lostness.  If you seek Him with your whole heart, you’ll come to realize that all 
the while, God was chasing you. 
 
Jesus is knocking on your door.  Seek and you’ll find.  This process isn’t like solving a 
maths equation.  No, it’s passionate, it’s full of desire, and it’s a call to experience.  
“Taste and see that God is good” (Psalm 34:8).  Have you tasted?  Have you tried?  
Don’t reject that which you’ve never experienced.   
 
Which brings me to the challenge.  What next steps will you take in your own 
search?  Can I commend to you as your starting point the person of Jesus. 
 
From my own search I’ve found that Jesus’ life and teaching cohere, his answers 
correspond to the way the universe really is, and what He offers is complete 
salvation that draws me into life to the full.  I’ve always searched for what makes 
sense of the universe, and what makes sense of my life.  In Jesus I’ve found the logic 
of God that brought the world into motion and makes science tick.  And in Jesus I’ve 
found the greatest expression of love, that while I was at my worst, Jesus died for 
me.  Have you met Him?   
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It’s premature to call for commitment.  But 
my challenge is simply this: after the 
service, whether you are falling away from 
the faith, or an agnostic wanting to navigate 
the religious labyrinth, would you take up 
the search?  There is no greater truth to 
find, no greater prize to secure, no greater 
deed to accomplish, than to know God and 
enter through the door of Christ.  Come and 
grab The Essential Jesus—the Gospel of 
Luke—and a copy of the DVD Jesus: Fact or 

Fiction.  Then, purchase for yourself Tim Keller’s The Reason for God.  Start your 
search today.  Connect in with an Alpha course.  Whatever it is, take up the search. 
 
All of our leaders are open to meeting with you, to hear your thoughts and journey 
with you.  Straight after the service finishes, the Logos team will be hanging around 
the front to help you work through your questions, all night if need be.  And most of 
all, would you join me right now in an honest prayer that Jesus, if He truly is God, 
would guide you into the path that leads to life? 
 
Let’s pray: 
“Jesus, right now I’m pretty confused.  It’s beyond me to navigate this labyrinth of 
paths.  But if you’re there, I need your help.  Would you guide me now?  Would you 
show up and give me eyes to see the way to life?  Show me the next steps to take 
that I might find the right door to enter that leads to God.  And above all, would you 
give me a heart to respond to your advances, as you search for me.  Amen.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What intrigued, inspired, agitated, or gripped you most in this message? 
2. What has been your journey thus far to choose a religion or none? 
3. As you see it, what are the strengths and weaknesses of the ‘pluralist’ option to 

religion, where all the paths and doors are equally right, and/or equally wrong? 
4. Understand, Ask, Assess … How seriously have you searched out Christianity?  What 

one next step could you take to follow this process both for establishing what you 
currently believe, and openly and critically engaging beliefs other than your own? 

5. Who do you say that Jesus is?  How well does this match Jesus’ own teaching 
concerning himself?  If you’re open, pray that he will guide your search to God. 
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