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Logos, Kenmore Baptist Church, 20
th

 JUNE 2010 (BW, TW & DB) 

JESUS: A Woman’s Friend or Foe?  
 

**DRAMA: Chris & Sue Chapman // no video or data during this** 
**TRANSITION: Dave Benson to Introduce > >Tammy White ** 

 
Scene 

Welcome to KBC.  Over the last month 
we’ve journeyed through the book of Luke.  
And in case you didn’t know, that drama is 
not how Jesus’ story goes!  As we’ve seen 
across this series, Jesus prioritized the 
powerless—especially women.   
 
But you may be wondering: if Jesus’ 
central message was the Kingdom of God, 
then where’s the Queen?  And if God is 

our Father, then what happened to mum?  Any system where males dominate and 
women are subordinate stinks in our society’s nostrils.  Patriarchy is a four letter 
word.  Times have certainly changed. 
 
Shift 

Just fifty years ago magazines like 
Housekeeping Monthly could publish 
articles telling women how to be the 
“good wife.”  If a man were to expect such 
treatment today, I think it would play out 
something like this cartoon: 
 The man suggests, “I’ve been 
thinking … I’m the MAN of this house, so 
starting tomorrow I want you to have a 
hot, delicious meal ready for me the 

second I walk thru that door … Afterwards, while watching ESPN and relaxing in my 
chair, you’ll bring me my slippers and then run my bath … And when I’m done with 
my bath, guess who’s going to dress me and comb my hair?” 
 The wife replies, “The funeral director?” 
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Stagnant 
Nowadays, there is hardly a place where 
women can’t lead.  So, where can sexist 
men go to feel secure?  Two bastions of 
patriarchy remain.  One, ballroom dancing.  
(But that’s a story for another time!)  And 
two, the church.   
 
To modify Gloria Steinem’s quip, it would 
seem that “a woman without a [church] is 
like a fish without a bicycle.”  Christianity 

seems incredibly sexist.  Eve cops it for the fall, and the Bible is filled with “texts of 
terror” recounting polygamy and rape.  We call God ‘Father,’ and worship a male 
Saviour.  Some church fathers figure women were created only to have kids.  What 
of the witch trials and overbearing Popes?  What of the bride of Christ operating as 
a boys club to block women’s ordination?   
 
Centre 

Clearly this is a complicated issue.  So in 
the note-outline you’ll find a link to a small 
group study Logos has put together, 
alongside some of the top sources you 
should read in grappling with these 
important objections.  And it’s worth 
noting upfront that KBC follows Galatians 
3:28 and Joel 2:28-29.  That is, in Christ we 
are all equal.  So if you’re empowered by 
the Spirit, regardless of gender, we want 
you to use your gifts for the benefit of all.   

Even so, if Christ’s light is to be received, we have to open some intellectual shutters 
so that 21st century women can see the glory of God.  But what to address?     

The Christian witness stands or falls on 
Christ, and all future developments must 
be judged by the trajectory He set.  The 
central question is this: Is Jesus a woman’s 
friend or foe?  So, here’s the plan.  Tammy 
White will explore Jesus’ treatment of 
women.  And then Bec White will consider 
how well Jesus’ followers continued His 
legacy.  I’ll close with a challenge: if Jesus 
truly is for the liberation of women, then 

who will we be for Jesus Christ, today?  Thanks Tammy.  
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**transition to Tammy White speaking** 
 
Personal Reflection 

Dave has briefly touched on the belief that 
pervades our culture today, that 
Christianity is an evil force for women. I 
know that I have had conversations where 
the point of it was that I, as a 21st century 
woman, should reject Christianity because 
by accepting Christ I am undermining 
women’s liberation. Christianity is still seen 
today as a male dominated belief that 
promotes gender inequality by 

undermining the value of women. I know that for me personally before I became a 
Christian, I also thought that Jesus was anti-women. But as I researched what 
Christianity really teaches about women, and what Jesus said, my concerns honestly 
faded away. Having been a Christian now for 6 years, I can testify to the fact that 
God is pro-women!  

But despite my personal experience and testimony, we can’t ignore the belief today 
that Christianity is anti-women. Given that this is simply not the case, I will focus on 
what Jesus thought and taught, as well as how he interacted with women. By the 
end of today, if you have come here believing Jesus is anti-women, we hope you will 
leave with the understanding that Jesus sees women differently. 
 
Jesus’ View of Women: Anti or Pro?   

To really show you Jesus’ view of women, I 
first want to paint a bit of a picture of what 
it was like to be a woman in Jesus’ time. 
Imagine this. Imagine living in a culture 
where you are either accepted or rejected 
because of your gender. If you happen to 
draw the female straw, you are allowed to 
own land and have some financial assets. 
But you are seen by society as a second 
rate citizen—on par with dogs and 

children. You are devalued so much that you are not considered a reliable witness to 
testify in a Judaic court. The only value you can contribute is from your ability to 
have children and cook a good meal. So if you couldn’t for example have children, 
the culture would count you as close to worthless.  Let me ask you, how would you 
feel? Valued? Wanted? Important? Noticed? My guess is that you would be feeling 
pretty crumby about yourself. And yet this is the world that Jesus grew up in and 
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challenged. Keep this picture in mind as we look at Jesus’ interactions with women 
so we can really get a flavour for Jesus’ view on women.  

Now there are many stories and examples that we could turn to today but I want to 
focus on four points from the Scriptures.  The first of these is that Jesus saw women 
differently.  

 
#1: Jesus saw women differently 

In a culture where women were 
overlooked, Jesus was counter-cultural in 
his respect for, affirmation of, and 
sensitivity toward women. So different 
was Jesus that He even went as far as to 
value women. So instead of talking about 
how good He was, let’s take a look at a few 
examples.  

John 4:7-9 

A woman from Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink."  (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask 
for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.)  

John 4:39 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's 
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did.” 

There is so much we could unpack from these verses but I will only highlight a few 
points.  But let’s build the scene. We have a Samaritan woman who is at the well by 
herself. In such a relational culture, this is so blaringly odd. For her to be there 
meant that she had walked to the well in the heat of the day rather than the cool of 
the morning with the other women. You would only do this if you were a traveler, or 
trying to avoid the local crowds. We learn later that this completely outcast from 
her own community because she was an adulteress. So here is this woman, at the 
well, trying to avoid the locals, and she bumps into Jesus. Jesus was a Jew so he 
wasn’t expected to talk to Samaritans and so could have ignored the woman at the 
well. But we don’t have that story. We have a scene where Jesus talks to this 
woman, way beyond polite chit-chat about the weather. When Jesus talks to her, He 
shows that He knows her life. Jesus makes an unprecedented move showing this 
that she was not outcast to him. Jesus not only had a divine insight, but it was an 
insight of a woman! Through his words, presence, compassion and love, Jesus 
showed he knew her life and that she mattered.  
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So profound was the impact of Jesus on this woman, she went to those who 
rejected her to tell them about Him! Can you imagine going to people who have 
rejected you? And yet she did. That was how powerful her meeting with Jesus was. 
That is how radical he was.  

Another example of Jesus valuing women 
is John 12:3. 

John 12:3   

Mary therefore took a pound of expensive 
ointment made from pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his 
feet with her hair. The house was filled 
with the fragrance of the perfume. 

Often when this verse is talked about, we 
usually focus on what Mary did to show her devotion to Jesus. But let’s take a fresh 
look at this Scripture and take a step back one verse before to get some context. The 
verse says that: 

John 12:2 

A dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honour. 

This verse highlights that Jesus was a well respected Rabbi.  Rabbis at that time were 
discouraged from talking to women in public, even their wives, let alone engaging in 
physical touch! Mary, on the other hand, had nothing to loose. She was already 
socially valueless. In this story, it would have been culturally acceptable, even 
expected, for Jesus to have turned her away. But Jesus chose to be socially 
‘humiliated’. He wanted the way he treated Mary to define his reputation as a rabbi. 
Challenging isn’t it.  

The second point is that Jesus used parables and stories featuring women. 

 

#2: Jesus used parables based on women to teach 

Traditionally, parables were told with 
males as virtuous central character, as it 
was a patriarchal society. Jesus on the 
other hand often taught using stories 
featuring women.  Perhaps you’re familiar 
with the parable of the persistent woman 
and the unjust judge; the woman, 
representing God, who sweeps her home 
to find the lost coin; the teaching where 
Jesus affirms the equality of males and 

females at the resurrection; and the widow’s mite, where a poor woman is praised 
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over a rich man for giving her last penny to God.  In every way, women were seen to 
be equal with men in Jesus’ sight, and were often portrayed as the more virtuous of 
the sexes.  

• Luke 18:1-8 >> The woman and an unfair judge 

• Luke 15:8-10 >> God represented by the woman searching for a lost coin 

• Luke 20:27-36 >> Men and women entirely equal at the resurrection 

• Luke 21:1-4 >> An impoverished but generous woman is praised over rich men 

The third way that Jesus was totally unique in his attitude towards women was his 
unrivalled inclusivity.  Jesus had female disciples and sponsors. 

 

#3: Jesus had female disciples and sponsors 

We have seen some verses about how 
Jesus treated and valued women by the 
way he talked and taught. But the true 
example was that Jesus had women as part 
of his ministry team. We all know that 
Jesus had 12 close disciples, and of those a 
further 3 who were his inner circle. But it is 
often forgotten that Jesus had an even 
larger crew of about 120 disciples that 
travelled, ate, and learned with Jesus like 

the twelve. This larger body of disciples featured many women.  

Luke 8:1-3 

And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and 
many others, who provided for them out of their means. 

Not only does this verse tell us that Jesus had female disciples.  Luke makes the 
point of recording each woman by name. Some were his disciples while others 
financially supported Him. This man knew his ministry was only complete when 
women were on the scene too.  

Luke 10:38-42 

And she had a sister called Mary, who sat 
at the Lord's feet and listened to his 
teaching.  But Martha was distracted with 
much serving. And she went up to him and 
said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister 
has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to 
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help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good 
portion, which will not be taken away from her."  

Once more, this verse shows how counter-cultural Jesus was with Mary sitting and 
learning at Jesus’ feet. While Martha was stressing about serving food, Mary is 
chilling and soaking up learning from Jesus. In fact, it was understood that when you 
sat at the feet of a rabbi, it was expected that what you learn you would teach 
others. Later when Martha objected that she was alone in the kitchen, Jesus didn’t 
tell Mary to get back to work. No, he said that she was where she was meant to be. 
Jesus countered the claim that a woman’s value was only in her domestic roles.  
Which leads us to the final observation, that women were instrumental in Jesus’ 
ministry. 

 
#4: Women were instrumental in his ministry 

When you study the way Jesus empowered 
women in his ministry, so many examples 
and stories start appearing. One I 
mentioned before was when the 
Samaritan women brought her whole 
village to Jesus. No matter the social 
rejection she had received, the impact 
Jesus made on her overpowered it all. This 
move made her the first evangelist! 

However, perhaps the most powerful 
example of the role Jesus gave women in his ministry was at the crucifixion and 
resurrection. I believe that the role women played then is often overlooked. But 
Jesus didn’t do anything by mistake and we undermine Jesus by not paying attention 
to how he orchestrated the climax of his earthly ministry. So let’s replay what role 
women played at this crucial juncture.  

 

Crucifixion 

Matthew 27: 55-56 

There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
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John 19:25-27 

But standing by the cross of Jesus were his 
mother and his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, 
your son!"  Then he said to the disciple, 
"Behold, your mother!" And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own 
home.  

Now most of us can remember a few highlights from the crucifixion—his betrayal by 
Judas, someone with a name like Pilates, and Peter totally skipping out on Jesus. We 
tend to talk about those who let Jesus down in the end and miss those who stuck 
with him. One thing that this verse shows us is that despite everything Jesus had 
taught his disciples, only one of his inner disciples, John, was there for him. BUT 
these verses show us that the women were there with him until the end, from the 
cross to the tomb. Even though the guys couldn’t hack it, they stayed with him at 
great risk. That was the impact that Jesus made on these women. 

  

Resurrection 

My last point today is to look at couple of 
verses from Matthew’s account of the 
resurrection.  

Matthew 28:1   

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn 
of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. 

Like the crucifixion verses, one thing 
stands out: these women never quit! Not only had they just seen Jesus killed on a 
cross which would have been horrific, they were up before dawn a few days later to 
go and prepare Jesus’ body. Can you imagine what that would have been like? His 
body was beaten, broken, and pierced. But nothing was too much for the love these 
ladies had.  

If we skip down to Matthew Chapter 28:8 
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Matthew 28:8-10  

So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came up and 
took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me." 

Now you might say “Yeah, I know the story: Jesus rises from the dead and saves 
humanity. I know this one thanks.” Yes, this is true. But what does this verse show 
us? Who does Jesus first reveal himself to? Women! Now, if Jesus was sexist as 
some suppose, then he would have first spoken to a couple of blokes.  Instead, even 
though women were not considered as citizens, and their testimony didn’t count in 
the Judaic court of the time, Jesus chose women to bear the greatest news of all! 
WOMEN were the first people to hear and tell of the good news that he had risen. 
How is that for challenging the culture of the day! Not only did Jesus change history 
by rising from the dead, he also made a mark on women that resurrection Sunday. 
We can’t overstate that point.  

Before I pass over to Bec, I want to close with a quote by Dorothy Sayers, a Christian 
writer and close friend of C. S. Lewis, that sums up Jesus' attitude toward women: 

 “Perhaps it was no wonder that women were 
first at the Cradle and last at the Cross.  They 
had never known a man like this Man.  There 
never has been such another.  A prophet and 
teacher who never nagged at them, never 
flattered or coaxed or patronized; who never 
made sick jokes about them ... who rebuked 
without querulousness and praised without 
condescension; who took their questions and 
arguments seriously; who never mapped out 
this sphere for them, never urged them to be 

feminine or jeered at them for being female; who had no axe to grind and no uneasy male 
dignity to defend; who took them as he found them and was completely unself-
conscious. Nobody could possibly guess from the words and deeds of Jesus that there was 
anything 'funny' or inferior about woman's nature." 
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**quick transition clip 1 from DVD,  1 1/2 minutes, into Bec White speaking** 
**TRANSITION: Tammy White >> Bec White ** 

 
How Have Jesus’ Followers Fared?  … Time to Admit a Problematic Heritage 

Now ladies and gentlemen the quote I am 
about to read, was obviously written by 
someone with a serious death wish. Now 
do you think that this was a) a feminist, b) 
your average member of society or c) an 
early Father of the Church ... It reads: 

“The judgment of God upon women lives 
on in this age and necessarily the guilt 
should live on also. You, women, are the 
gateway of the devil... the first one to turn 

your back on the divine law; you are the one who persuaded him whom the devil 
was not capable of corrupting; you destroyed the image of God through Adam”  

Like a said, a death wish right? The author of such an audacious statement? Answer 
C: Tertullian, one of the church’s first Latin theologians. 

Now before all the women stage a mass walk out armed with pitch forks and 
torches, this quote highlights what I know a number of people will be thinking.  

“Well yes, perhaps Jesus was amazing in 
his treatment of women.... but I know that 
countless women throughout history have 
been mistreated by the so-called Christian 
church.” And you are probably wondering, 
“If Christ was so good, how come his 
followers fell so short?” Unfortunately, this 
is a valid question. 

You’ve just heard Tammy paint a picture 
representing Christ.  But does the portrait 

fit Christians?  An anti-women vibe is felt, because over the course of history many 
Christian individuals have been anti-women. Let me take you back to grade 8 
history: The Salem Witch trials.  Several centuries ago a handful of practicing 
Christians believed that some women were in fact witches. These women were 
taken to ‘trial’ for displaying signs of “being a witch”, which could be anything from 
an illness, to any behaviour arbitrarily deemed ‘witch-like’. It resulted in hundreds of 
imprisonments and over 20 executions of women. Just like with Tertullian, many 
church leaders across history had a bad attitude towards women.  In short, 
oppression, prejudice, abuse, bigotry and violence are real things that many women 
have had to face in the name of ‘Christianity’.  
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I have no intention of white-washing the dark patches staining church history.  Many 
women have experienced the ugly and unjust side of the Christian Church.  Standing 
here today you may have noticed I am a woman and also a Christian! And with both 
those titles against my name, I can honestly say I am ashamed of the many instances 
of hypocrisy against our record.   

   

An Unchampioned History 
But is this all that history has to say?  Are 
these failures a fair summary of the 
church’s story?  What about the 
unchampioned history of how Jesus’ 
followers have liberated women? And 
what about the incredible lives of women 
from across the oceans to our very own 
streets, who have in turn become agents 
of liberation? That’s what I want to share 
with you—the history you’ve never heard.   

We’ve already seen how the Person at the heart of Christianity–Jesus–set a 
trajectory toward total liberation of women.  Seeds of emancipation were planted, 
ready to flower when the time was right.  But when liberation blooms, what does it 
look like?  I want to take you to the colosseums of Rome, through the deserts of 
Afghanistan and the villages of Sudan. Let’s journey through the heat of India and 
the mountains of China, where we’ll go face-to-face with women across time since 
Jesus started the revolution.  Forget a scholarly review or history lesson. These are 
real life women, real life stories that demonstrate how Christ’s followers have been 
agents of freedom for women. And today we will see just how incredible that 
liberation looks when these women themselves run with the keys of God’s freedom, 
unlocking lives all over the globe in the name of Jesus.   

So, let’s temporarily suspend any anti-Christian prejudice we picked up in sociology 
and ‘womyn’s studies’.  And let’s follow the freedom trail of women today.  This trail 
goes back—beyond Germaine Greer and Betty Friedan—to the original feminism.  
And it’s all courtesy of Jesus and His followers. 

Take for example, Rome. Imagine you’ve 
been preparing a banquet of fine and 
aroma filled food to serve for your 
husband and his guests (Men stay tuned!). 
Minutes before they arrive you gather the 
children and silently head to your 
‘quarters’–a place designed so that the 
women and children remain unseen and 
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confined. Both publicly and privately you have been taught to remain quiet. Every 
day, in the colosseums, public squares and houses, you see a culture of gross sexual 
depravity—of double standards, abuse, hypocrisy and mistreatment of women and 
girls. By law a man is said to be more intelligent and capable than you are. This is 
why your dad, your husband or your brothers have always had supreme power and 
control over you and all that you own. 

‘And where was the church at this time?’... Introducing Saint Augustine, the bishop 
of Hippo. From the very beginning, he and many other early Christians opposed the 
practices of the time. They rescued the abused and mistreated, and fought in the 
courts for the rights of women. They publicly argued against and criticised the 
inequality of women’s rights in Rome. As a woman during this time you would have 
known the name of Augustine. You hear rumours of a book he was writing called 
City Of God. Where he pens of how both men and women are unified to build God’s 
kingdom. He began a wave that introduced and promoted Biblical teachings about 
how we all have sinned against God. Ultimately he continued Christ’s trend of 
fighting to legally and ethically liberate the women of Rome. 

Okay, let’s jump forward 1500 years and 
shift 5000km south east, into Afghanistan 
and the neighbouring Islamic countries. 
What was it like to be born into this 
culture?  You are a 16 year old girl who is 
soon to marry the man your father has 
chosen for you. Because you are female 
you have never been allowed to go to 
school, and thus you can neither read nor 
write. Wherever you go you must be fully 

covered, from your head to your toes in a black garment called an abaya. If you are 
seen not wearing one you risk—by law—being publicly flogged and stripped. You 
face similar punishments if you’re caught wearing lipstick. 

When the early Christians started infiltrating this culture, they actually included 
women in the life of the Church. This was something never before allowed. Women 
and girls received an education and could speak their mind without fear.  Far from 
being ‘anti-women’, females soon outnumbered males in the church, given their 
greater status.  Christianity and the message of Christ began to revolutionise 
marriage, declaring the wife an equal partner.  Women now had rights to be legal 
guardians of their children, and divorce abusive husbands without retribution.  
Jesus’ followers pioneered other freedoms for these women by removing the veil 
covering their faces, revealing beauty and honour. 
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Ok, anatomy lesson 101: women cannot 
be circumcised. Right?  Wrong?  Let’s shift 
to northern Africa, modern-day Sudan.  
Here, it’s common knowledge that women 
are promiscuous creatures unless they 
undergo this ‘necessary procedure’.  I’m a 
nurse, and I can barely stomach the 
gruesome details of female circumcision 
just so girls can be considered sexually 
pure.  Women who aren’t circumcised are 

considered unclean, unsuitable for marriage. But, face the knife and you’re left 
mutilated, in danger of dying from infection and blood-loss. Sounds hopeless, right?  
Other African nations would disagree.  As the result of the tireless efforts of an early 
group of Christian missionaries, this barbaric ritual has been outlawed in all 
countries where Christianity has become the majority religion. The only countries in 
the world where this is still practiced are places where Christianity has had little or 
zero influence. 

Next example: India, a place of 
breathtaking beauty and ancient culture. 
But place yourself in the shoes of a 45 year 
woman whose husband has recently died. 
You are now a widow, ostracised and 
despised.  Worse, you’re expected to 
honour your husband by being buried or 
burnt alive on his funeral pyre.  No, you 
are not the star of some sick joke. For 
countless centuries India practiced a Hindi 

custom known as Suttee.  

Enter William Carey and his family—a British Christian missionary who followed 
Jesus’ example and fought tirelessly for the rights of Indian women. As a result of his 
efforts, in 1829 the British authorities outlawed the practice of Suttee. The effect 
was global.  Five other countries followed suit.   

Lastly, China in the 1800s. Entertain me 
one last time. You are a young girl, only six 
years old, and your family often tells you 
you’re lucky to be alive.  Girls are regularly 
aborted and discarded as the lesser sex.  
Girls can’t provide for their families or get 
an education. In every way you know that 
boys are more important than you.  Now, 
your mother and grandmother sit you 
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down and explain that boys find small feet much more attractive. They need to 
‘help’ you keep your feet small so that one day you can be married. So your feet are 
bound. They are tightly bandaged, causing your toes to break and disfigure. You 
often cry, facing excruciating pain and chronic infections.  This goes on for years, all 
in service of tradition and sex appeal.    

This hardly happens today.  And why?  What was the driving force behind the 
freedom of girls from this ritual? Yep. That’s right: Christians. A collection of 
Christian missionaries led a series of protests from 1900 to 1911, all to abolish this 
crippling custom.  In 1912 the Chinese government responded, making foot binding 
illegal in China.  

Freed to Bring Freedom 
Are you getting the picture?  Christ 
through His church has powerfully worked 
to liberate women. The other side of this 
story is that individual women have in turn 
become agents of liberation. When Christ 
frees you, you have the power to free 
others.  Let me name just four of these 
women.  

One, Catherine Booth.  Heard of her?  
Moved by the plight of the poor and the 

devastating injustice of her time, Catherine, together with her husband William, was 
an unstoppable force for spiritual revival and social reform. What is Catherine’s 
legacy?  The Salvation Army. Her rally cry of freedom is still heard today, a hundred 
years on.  From the streets of Ipswich to London, the Salvos love, house, and care 
for the poor and oppressed.  

Two, Susan B. Anthony.  She was the first woman to feature on American money, 
courtesy of her unceasing campaign for the rights of women to vote.  An evangelical 
Christian, Susan delivered over 10,000 speeches on the civil rights of women to be 
treated with value and respect.   

Three, Aimee Macpherson.  Picture a mother of four in 1922 building a five-
thousand seat auditorium in the U.K. She held free meetings for anyone wanting to 
hear messages of hope. She would deliver goods such as clothes and food to anyone 
who was in need that attended.  

And four, Mother Teresa.  She dedicated her whole life to loving the most 
undesirable outcasts. She treated the sick, helped the lame, and nursed the dying. In 
the name of Jesus she confronted diseases like leprosy and walked the dirty streets 
of Calcutta housing the lonely, lost, and abandoned. 
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These are just four Christian women from thousands of examples.  These women 
were freed, and in turn they’ve freed the oppressed and empowered the broken. Do 
Christians have an agenda?  Absolutely.  Following Christ, our Kingdom agenda is 
love.  Jesus was bound on the cross, but through this He bought freedom for us all in 
a form that fits.  In turn, Jesus’ followers across history have used their freedom to 
liberate the oppressed.  Why?  Love.  Love is the ultimate form in which we are truly 
free.   

Today we have taken a brief journey through the deserts of Afghanistan to the 
villages of Sudan. The legacy of Christ and His followers has shaped history for 
women all over the globe. And we have heard of just a few women who have freed 
millions of others.  

But what about our streets? What about 
the alley ways and suburbs of our town? 
Have you trodden the pavement of 
Fortitude Valley lately?  What kind of 
people would you meet?  Chances are 
you’d bump into someone like Bronwen 
Healy. Before Dave returns to wrap up, 
check out this clip of one woman’s story, 
right here in Brisbane City. Really listen to 
Bronwen’s story. For out of her bondage 

emerged an organization that brings freedom and hope to the forgotten women of 
our city. Bronwen founded Hope Foundation, helping and healing women with 
addictions, caught in the sex industry. This is what it looks like when freedom 
flowers, and Jesus’ followers truly are a friend to women.   

 
**VIDEO CLIP 2 from DVD: Testimony from Bronwen Healy, Trophy of Grace** 

**TRANSITION: Bec White >> Dave Benson ** 
 
Record 

Is Jesus a woman’s friend or foe?  The 
short answer?  Friend.  His way of engaging 
and empowering women was 
unprecedented and radical in its cultural 
context.  It’s no coincidence that, today, 
women are most free in cultures built 
upon Christ’s life.  He came to set the 
captives free, and in many ways feminism 
borrows on biblical capital (Luke 4:18-19).  
This liberation continues today, such as 
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seen in Bronwen Healy’s story.  In a sense, Bronwen’s life is a sign of how one day 
the whole world will be when Jesus’ Kingdom embraces everything.     

 
Yet the record of Jesus’ followers is patchy.  
For all the good they’ve done, it’s clear 
that Christians are still sinful people saved 
by grace.  Jesus may be the perfect 
gentleman, but his church could definitely 
learn some pointers.  When it comes to 
nondiscrimination, we are far less radical 
than our Lord.   
 
I speak today as a white, middle-class 

male.  Worse, I’m a Pastor in an institution that has in so many ways made life hell 
for those who happen to be born with two X chromosomes.  I share in the blame for 
the church’s failings.  If you’ve personally experienced mistreatment, ostracism, 
even violence in the name of Christ, then words will sound cheap.  Nevertheless.  I 
am sorry.  We are sorry.  We’ve withheld power from those Christ came to liberate, 
and for that, I ask your forgiveness on behalf of the church.  Jesus calls us to be 
agents of reconciliation who build bridges to a loving God.  And this God, who we 
call ‘Father’, transcends all masculine metaphors; he longs to embrace us as a 
mother does her children (Psalm 131:1-2; Isaiah 49:15; 66:11-12; Luke 13:34). 
 
What, then, should be our attitude to women’s liberation?   
 

Well, if feminism simply means treating 
women as people, equal with men, then 
there is no grounds on which Christians 
should object.  God’s mission is to liberate 
all humanity without distinction—male 
and female.  So, in whatever ways feminist 
movements have truly liberated women 
from oppression, Christians should 
applaud these efforts and be provoked in 
their God-given mission: we’re called to 

partner with lovers of peace, and live toward shalom.  At the same time, though, out 
of love, we need to challenge definitions of freedom that don’t deliver what they 
promise. 
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Saviour 
As Bec suggested earlier, freedom always 
comes with a form.  So, what’s the form in 
which women are truly free? 
 
Beyonce sings what many think—you’re 
only free if you’re an “independent 
woman.”  You’ve got to be a self-
determined success, financially and 
sexually liberated to do as you please.  
Women are free when they save 
themselves. 

 
Think Oprah.  She’s the figurehead for female power, a self-made millionaire, who 
rules the airways dispensing good advice that promises to make you a success, too.  
But does it work?  Does saving yourself bring peace and happiness—shalom?   
 

Over the summer I read Robyn Okrant’s 
book called Living Oprah.  It documents 
her one-year experiment to “walk the walk 
of the Queen of Talk.”   She placed herself 
like a crash-test dummy “at the mercy of 
[Oprah’s] advice without resistance.” 
 
After a year of “musts” and “gottas” and 
“can’t live withouts,” she tallied up that 
this self-salvation project had cost 1200 

hours and $5000.  Her conclusions, as a feminist no less, are insightful.  How did 
Oprah’s ideals affect her life?  She looked fit, snagged a book contract, and styled up 
her house.  Yet, Robyn writes, 

Well, if one judged me by outward appearances, they’d probably come to the 
conclusion that following Oprah’s advice really works. …  

If you lived inside my head, however, you’d see I am almost always a stressed-
out, insecure, exhausted mess. … I barely see my friends, I’m bleeding money, I 
am always busy, busy, busy, and I’ve allowed so many TV experts to poke at my 
marriage, there’s a lot of mending to do. … Right now, I would choose my mental 
health over my smaller dress size [p. 180]. 

 
This is interesting.  I’m definitely not suggesting a return to patriarchy.  It’s easy to 
fault a system where men call the shots.  In ancient cultures, women were slaves for 
creating babies and catering for crowds in the kitchen.   
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But I wonder if women today are truly 
happy and “free”?  Our idols are 
individual, but they are no less oppressive.  
I know so many women who vomit and 
starve, cut and scratch, depress and 
obsess.  It’s hard to cope while striving for 
an impossible ideal—simultaneously a 
stylish supermodel, successful 
businesswoman, and a serious but sexy 
super-mum?   

 
We all want to be happy and free, but the 
self-consumed pursuit of independence 
will never get you there.  First we’ve got to 
deal with our heaviest baggage.  You see, 
the real problem for women, and men, 
isn’t self-actualization.  Instead, it’s sin.  
We were created to look outwards, loving 
God, loving others, and making something 
good of this planet.  Instead we turned 
inwards, rejecting God, abusing others, 
and vandalizing this world.  This is sin.  It’s 

despising our God given form and seeking our own way.  But the higher we reach to 
play God, the harder we fall.  We’re broken, and in turn we break.  Seizing power is 
what got us into this mess to begin with, so self-salvation is a dead end. 
 

How different from Jesus’ way.  He knew 
His position as equal with God (Philippians 
2:5-11), but instead of using His power to 
oppress, He humbled Himself and washed 
our dirty feet (John 13).  Instead of 
donning a crown and casting down 
judgment from on high, He bore a wreath 
of thorns and was lifted up on a cross, 
crucified so we could have life.  Instead of 
hate begetting hate, and violence 
begetting violence, He absorbed evil in His 

own flesh and asks us to join His revolution of mutual submission in love.  And in so 
doing, we can be happy and free (Matthew 11:28-30).   
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Jesus is the true Saviour.  He offers the 
intimacy we crave, the empowerment we 
seek, and the freedom we all desire.  And 
if this is the person God has chosen to 
save us all, then let’s not be sexist in 
rejecting Jesus just because He is a man.   
 
 
 
 

Liberation 
So, how do we respond to this kind of Servant Saviour?  Christ’s model is to use 
what power we truly have, and leverage it on behalf of those who have none.     
 

The shift has begun, but there is still work 
to do.  In Australia, 95 percent of 
domestic violence victims are female, and 
one-third of women have experienced 
sexual abuse.  Internet porn is prolific; 
women are still the butt of sexist jokes; 
self harm and eating disorders are 
epidemic; pay rates are unequal; mums 
can’t afford to raise their own kids; and 
increasing numbers of females prostitute 
their bodies to fund drug addictions.  

Internationally, 70 per cent of the world’s poor and uneducated are women.  Girls 
are illegally trafficked as sex slaves; genital mutilation continues; female fetuses are 
aborted; and baby girls are discarded.  Widows and orphans are left to fend for 
themselves. 
 
Who is Jesus Christ for us, today?  He is a liberator of the oppressed.  He’s a liberator 
of women.  So who will we be for Jesus Christ, today?  How, then, shall we live? 
 
Well, we can politically advocate for equal pay and support for work-at-home 
mums.  We can develop playgroups for single mums, and get involved with groups 
like the Hope Foundation to care for prostitutes (www.hopefoundation.org.au).  We can 
shelter the battered, counsel the broken, protect the exposed, adopt the unwanted, 
and fund freedom for the enslaved.  If we have the will, there is no limit to the ways 
we can radically follow our Lord in loving, and liberating, women.   
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Lastly, though, a word for us men.  The 
head of the church laid down his life for us.  
In Ephesians 5 this responsibility is given to 
men, who still hold power today.  To stand 
up for women, we have to submit to God, 
and then serve like Christ.  This is what it 
means to love women as we love 
ourselves: humility. 
 
 

 
Gestures are meaningless unless our heart is in it.  But what I’m asking is this.  I 
would like all of us to commit ourselves to God’s mission of liberation.  But if you are 
a male here tonight, would you kneel with me as we pray.  Let’s confess our 
shortcomings in serving women as we should, and let’s commit to leveraging our 
power on behalf of our sisters in Christ. … Let’s pray.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. In what ways have you seen the status of women change in our society? 
2. In your experience, how well has the church served, loved, and liberated women? 
3. Look back over the key stories of Jesus relating with women.  Which speaks to you 

most powerfully?  How would you describe Jesus’ attitude to women? 
4. Thinking back over the history of the church in its treatment of women, what has 

been the biggest failure and the greatest success in following the trajectory Jesus 
set in Luke 4:18-19? 

5. What would it take for women to truly be free, today?  How will you respond to 
Jesus’ offers as Saviour of the world?  How will you participate in His mission?  Learn 
more about challenges women all across the world face, and ask God for His heart 
that you would know how best to respond.  Step out as an agent of liberation. 
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Your Thoughts … 
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Your Thoughts … 
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