


Our Father in heaven,

Reveal who you are.

Set the world right;

Do what’s best—

as above, so below.





What’s Going On? … 

post-Christian attitude + pre-Christian understanding



CHURCH 

IN THE WILD 

Rethinking Christian 

Community 

& Becoming a 

Church *for* the World
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christspieces.org
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God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the 

ministry of reconciliation. 

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal 

through us. 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God.  God made him 

who had no sin to be a sin offering for us, 
so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.

– II Corinthians 5:19-20

Context: Crossing the Divide



Context: Cultural Divide



Grand Canyon |  Colorado River

Navajo Bridge (1929) | Narrowest Divide
Nearest Connection For 600 Miles

Prayerfully Discerning Divides 
& Contact Points  Traversing the Gap

Metaphor: Bridge Builders



PRAXIS

How do we faithfully
bridge church & culture?

 



The Process: A Practical 

Theological Reflection Spiral



Problem vs. Positive Possibilities?

https://www.amazon.com.au/Memories-Hopes-Conversations-Appreciative-Congregational-ebook/dp/B01J4MN2OA/


Critical Theory vs. AI

PROBLEM SOLVING APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY

Basic Assumption: ‘Church’ 

is a problem to be solved

Basic Assumption: ‘Church’ is 

a mystery to be embraced

1. ‘Felt Need’: 

Identify the problem

1. Initiate: Appreciate and value 

the best of ‘What Is’ … draw out 

stories of life-giving forces

2. Analyse causes

2. Inquire: Locate life-giving 

themes in the stories, and 

select topics for further inquiry

3. Analyse possible solutions

3. Imagine: Envision ‘What 

Might Be’, creating images 

for a preferred future

4. Action planning 

(i.e., treatment)

4. Innovate: Dialogue to find 

fresh ways to create that future 

of ‘What Should Be’ 

(i.e., prayerfully ‘embracing 

God’s best future for us’)



The 5-D Model



Pray for Wisdom, Love + the Spirit’s Leading

From a Place of Dependence ...



Beatitudes: ‘Remembering Who We Are’ | theworkofthepeople.com



Becoming A

Church For

the World

 bit.ly/BridgingChurchCulture



1. DEFINE

What is ‘church’ for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

Practice by explaining 
a computer using 

Aristotle’s Four Causes



What is ‘church’ for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

What four “causes” constitute Church?
Implications for the form of when we gather?

MATERIAL: Who/what?

EFFICIENT: Who/how?

FINAL: Purpose/for whom/where going?

FORMAL: shape/structure/practices …
what can’t you remove & still keep identity?

(Essential vs. Accidental Properties)

1. DEFINE



1. DEFINE



What is ‘church’ for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

What four “causes” constitute Church?
Implications for the form of when we gather?

MATERIAL: Who/what?

EFFICIENT: Who/how?

FINAL: Purpose/for whom/where going?

FORMAL: shape/structure/practices …
what can’t you remove & still keep identity?

(Essential vs. Accidental Properties)

1. DEFINE



In Community, we’re called to:

Celebrate our triune God, 
worshipping through all we are and do, 
both on Sunday and across the week.

Cultivate the life of Christ in his members, 
reflecting his righteousness-justice 

in our everyday lives.

Care for one another, showing compassion 
to fellow believers and diverse neighbours 

toward holistic flourishing.

Communicate the gospel of the kingdom, 
through our words and deeds, 

calling all to align with God’s reign.

1. DEFINE … an ecclesial baseline



Reflect on the entire time with your 
church. Remember a time when you felt 
most alive, most motivated, and excited 

about your involvement. Describe the 
circumstances and your involvement.

Who was involved? How did you feel? 
What was happening?

… Listeners, what key phrases & pictures 
capture the story’s vitality? 

2. DISCOVER … 
Inquire into exceptionally positive moments … 

share the stories and identify life-giving forces



What are the essential, 
central characteristics or ways of life 

that make your church unique
(i.e., gifts of grace for the world)? 

What’s most important … your DNA?

… Arrange post-it-notes 
to find common themes & threads. 

Name the life-giving forces.

2. DISCOVER … 
Inquire into exceptionally positive moments … 

share the stories and identify life-giving forces

https://christspieces.org/about/
https://christspieces.org/about/


Make 3 pray-full ‘wishes’/requests 
for the future of your Church.

christspieces.org/2018/08/15/deep-church-at-open-book/

3. DREAM … 
Create shared images of  a preferred future

https://christspieces.org/2018/08/15/deep-church-at-open-book/
https://christspieces.org/2018/08/15/deep-church-at-open-book/


Imagine that God greatly blessed your 
church to be a blessing to the world …

It is now 2025. 
Describe your community, 

particularly in terms of how it 
celebrates, cultivates, cares, and 

communicates Christ to your parish.

3. DREAM … 
Create shared images of  a preferred future



Share an ecclesial experiment. 
What bore the most kingdom fruit in 

becoming a church for the world? 
Where do you see signs of life?

4. DESIGN … 
Dialogue to find fresh ways (‘provocative proposals’) 

to create that future of  ‘What Should Be’ 

https://christspieces.org/quarry/

https://christspieces.org/quarry/


How does your present expression of 
“church” respond to key cultural shifts?

How well does the form of church you’ve 
adopted align with the function of the 
church, towards its end of shalom & 

salvation, embodying God’s loving reign?

4. DESIGN … 
Dialogue to find fresh ways (‘provocative proposals’) 

to create that future of  ‘What Should Be’ 



How does your church form bridge the 
divide? Where does it fall short?

What in church/culture would God have you: 

Challenge/Expose/Flee (Prophet)

Reconcile/Reconnect/Redeem (Priest)

Direct/Lead/Transform (King)

Bind/Affirm/Treat (Healer)

Free/Inspire/Fulfil (Liberator)

4. DESIGN … 
Dialogue to find fresh ways (‘provocative proposals’) 

to create that future of  ‘What Should Be’ 



First, a word on practices … 

5. DESTINY/DELIVER … 
Plan next steps, and Prayerfully embrace 

God’s best future for us

… rich and repetitive actions we do, 
over time and often together, 

which engage our senses and imagination, 
reminding us of God’s presence 
and aiming us at His Kingdom



Christian Community as the 

Gospel’s Plausibility Structure

Love One Another 
FOR The World’s Sake
… an embodiment of 
God’s peace-full reign,

discipled by our practices



Christian Community as the 

Gospel’s Plausibility Structure



Christian Community as the 

Gospel’s Plausibility Structure

Hosting + Maintenance vs. Exhaustion



Christian Community as the 

Gospel’s Plausibility Structure

Love One Another 
FOR The World’s Sake
… an embodiment of 
God’s peace-full reign,

discipled by our practices

What core practices
will channel 
and sustain 

our life together?



 Take 5 minutes to 
prayerfully form 1-3 
SMART goals for your 
next steps as an 
agent of 
reconciliation

5. DESTINY/DELIVER … 
Plan next steps, and Prayerfully embrace 

God’s best future for us



Pray for God’s leading & power 
to become a church for the world

Commission each other for this calling

5. DESTINY/DELIVER … 
Plan next steps, and Prayerfully embrace 

God’s best future for us



Becoming A

Church For

the World

 bit.ly/BridgingChurchCulture



Our Father in heaven,

Reveal who you are.

Set the world right;

Do what’s best—

as above, so below.



Keep us alive with three square meals.

Keep us forgiven with you 

and forgiving others.

Keep us safe from ourselves 

and the Devil.



You’re in charge!

You can do anything 

you want!

You’re ablaze in beauty!

Yes. Yes. Yes.



Traverse.org.au

Christspieces.org

Commonprayer.net

CHURCH IN 

THE WILD 

 bit.ly/BridgingChurchCulture




