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How do we faithfully bridge the
divide between church and culture?

»Malyon

1. Descriptive-
Empirical
What is going on?

Priestly

S. Pragmatic
How might
we respond?

2. Interpretive
Why is this going on?
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4. Correlative
Where is the
common ground?

3. Normative
What ought to be
going on?

4 Descriveh at 6 s going on, at the nexus of
4 Interprathy this is going on, drawing from Scriptural, social/scientific,

and experiential perspectives.

4 Seekrom Scripture wisdom forwhsttould e goi ng on é what
church; what is culture; and what principles should direct hawlthey

4 Respondth an actiomlan in our local context for more faithful practice.

Post thoughts live tottp://padlet.com/david _benson/bridge
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http://padlet.com/david_benson/bridge

First we must build their trust and

V g A S Q r F n h m f N m > dispell their misperceptions,
If you had to characterise the relationship between . 7
church and cliure in your experience, what ol o

one wordandone imagecomes to mind? ...

Christian &

Whatstoryfor you epitomises this " =

relationship at its best, and at its worst?

Post response to
http://padlet.com/david_benson/bridge.

How are church and culture related in Australia?
Allkeyresearch abit.ly/ReligionAustralia2017
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: talism

Jesus

Christian
subculture

2017 datafaithandbelief.org.au " Right now, because of the chasm of
(cf.2016ncls.org.au/201-ACK Gensug | Chm:,';:: ﬁgfeihgeetc?f::.asnpﬁfu e
www.mccrindle.com.au/resources/World .
-VisionChurchand-Community o ey
-Infographic_Digital.pdf R e |
blog.mccrindle.com.au/thenccrindleblog e, I

/church_attendance in_australia_infographic
mccrindle.com.au/resources/Australian
-CommunitiesReport McCrindldResearch.pdf
http://www.christianvenues.org.au/impact/images
/SociatChangeSpirituatTrends  CVAMcCrindleReport2014.pdf

Postthe widestdivideandclosest contacbetween church & culture in your context.

Why Is This Going On?

Take 5 postt notes each, and write your leading causes for this divide.
Choose one of four posters to stick each note onto:

(1) CULTURE | Cultural changes, both in ideas and practice, that have grown the

divide and fractured the relationship between churhd culture

(2) CHURCH | Church changes, both in ideas and practice, that have grown the

divide and fractured the relationship between church and culture

(3) THEOLOGICAL | Theological and Scriptural insights into why this divide exists

at this particular time in istory

(4) SECULAR | SecularScholarlyinsights—whether from sociology, psychology,

anthropology, philosophy, history or another disciphathat sheds light on
this divide
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Judgmen-

Religious
pluralism

Scripture

Salvation


http://bit.ly/ReligionAustralia2017
http://faithandbelief.org.au/
http://www.2016ncls.org.au/2016-ACS
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/by%20Subject/2071.0~2016~Main%20Features~Religion%20Data%20Summary~25
http://www.mccrindle.com.au/resources/World-Vision-Church-and-Community-Infographic_Digital.pdf
http://www.mccrindle.com.au/resources/World-Vision-Church-and-Community-Infographic_Digital.pdf
http://www.mccrindle.com.au/resources/World-Vision-Church-and-Community-Infographic_Digital.pdf
http://blog.mccrindle.com.au/the-mccrindle-blog/church_attendance_in_australia_infographic
http://blog.mccrindle.com.au/the-mccrindle-blog/church_attendance_in_australia_infographic
http://mccrindle.com.au/resources/Australian-Communities-Report_McCrindle-Research.pdf
http://mccrindle.com.au/resources/Australian-Communities-Report_McCrindle-Research.pdf
http://www.christianvenues.org.au/impact/images/Social-Change-Spiritual-Trends_CVA-McCrindle-Report-2014.pdf
http://www.christianvenues.org.au/impact/images/Social-Change-Spiritual-Trends_CVA-McCrindle-Report-2014.pdf
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What Should Be Going Of?

A beatitude community

G¢KS RSSLISNI GKS 02y a0Aurgez
to take this yoke upon itself are felt, the healthiee Churchs. The more oblivious of this tension the

Church is, the more well established and at home in this world it feels, the maredeadly danger

2F o0SAy3a (GKS al f ir HeddlikiKragtmlera f 2ad Ad0a&a &l @2 dzNXé

auntil the future of the world matters more to the church than the future of the church,
the church has no futuée RalphWinter

What is church for? What form suits its function, toward its Ggiven end/telos?

FORMAL cAuse
@ g act

wThe material causé: (i K I (i 2 dzie.g. 2He brénKerolarstatie.

wTheformalcausét 1 KS T2 N¥Y &3 a GitkKsSo-0rSEG2 dzy i 2F o6 KI
e.g., the shape of a statue (ties closely with function and serves final cause)

wThe efficientcausét G KS LINA YI NBE &2 dzZNOS 2F (GKS OF
artisan, the art of bronzeasting the statue, the man who gives
advice, the father of the child.

EFFICIENT
cAurE

p-ote ncy becomes
‘Hlan actuality

ke e WThefinalcausét § KS Sy RT G(KIFG F2NJ GKS &11S8 27
POtency  health is the end oivalking, losing weight, purging, drugs, and surgical tools.

Practice the four causes withcamputer ...
Now, what four causes constitute Church?

MATERIAL CAUS¥h o/ what is ‘church’ made up of?

EFFICIENT CAUSHD bring t he ‘church’ i nto being, an
What is the mechanism/means?

FINAL CAUS®hat i s the purpose of the ‘“church’

FORMAL CAUSHKEhat shape/structure and practices are core to the identityhedf t
“chur ch’ , s&odgiven fenation tavardstselosigdal/end?
What can you remove before it ceases to
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Thinking back on the divide between
church & culture, and
whythisgap exi sts

How does your particular
form of church bridge this divide?
Where does it fall short?

From the perspective of
offices (prophet, priest, king, healer & liberatecf.
Charl es \D2rRQEN g rapia @hytinNE
the culture and the church would God have you: :

Challenge/Expose/Flee (Prophet):
Reconcile/Reconnect/Redeem (Priest):
Direct/Lead/Transform (King):
Bind/Affirm/Treat (Healer):
Free/lnspire/Fulfil (Liberator):

How Will | Respond?

as an agent of reconcnlatlon
NEXT STEPS:
(1)

(2)
3

Pray for a picture/story of this hope realised. Share togethemv:l:-
as a group, and commission each other for the task. "+«
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Four Mandates Framing Our Mission

CULTIVATE LOVE
CREATION Cultural Mandate Great Commandments
COMMANDMENTS (Genesis 1:26-28) (Matthew 22:33-40)
= SHALOM
(all people) Cultivate the World I Love God and Neighbour
Great Commission New Commandment
REDEMPTION
COMMANDMENTS (Matthew 28:18-20) (John 13:34-35)
= SALVATION
(Jesus’ co-workers) Evangelise/Disciple Nations Love One Another

Tty
S TRANSFORMING WORK:

Bridging the Sunday-Monday Gap

What is the churctior? As wi t h most theological questions, t
God”. This is true. How, then, does the church g

Space doesn’ t p ethendottoursie sketahingeam answert lrwautd require me to
engage with the numerous metaphors surrounding the community of&mutly, family, building,
bride, to name but four-and relate this to the offices of Christ as prophet, priest, king, healer and
liberator. Returning to key passages in Acts 1 and 2, at the birth of the church, | would highlight at
least four functions, each of which is essentially communal. We exist to:

Celebrateour triune God, worshipping through all we are and do, both on Sunday
and across the week.

Cultivatethe life of Christ in his members, reflecting his righteousfessce in our everyday lives.

Carefor one another, showing compassion to fellow believers and diverse neighbours
toward holistic flourishing.

Communicatehe gospel of the kingdom, through our words and deeds, calling all to
align with God’s reign.

In our priestly role, we are to represent God to humanity, and humanity to God, as agents of
reconciliation. Putting this together, we return to the big pictat@ove Themissio Deis as broad as
working forshalomandsalvation flourishing and redemption.

Avodah Ifwork and worship should be onthere are massive implications for how we imagine th
purpose of our lifavhen gatheredtogetheron Sundayand our relationship to individuals and
institutions beyond our communitywhen scatteredthroughout the week

The high point of the church’s work iingthe worl d
responsibility and caring for the surrounding citizens, by going to them where they already are, and

alerting them to the reign of Jesus. We do this through demonstrating and announcing the Kingdom

of God. This is our missiofhe church exists for thveorld, not the other way around
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_4u8TRorUw
https://engageworship.org/whole-life-worship

