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Kenmore Baptist Church Message Transcript 28/8/11 AM/PM (DB) 

Part 1: Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire
1
 

Mixed Up: In the Shadow of Empire (Colossians 1:1-14) 
 

We will seek God’s wisdom, through prayer, for how to live as His Kingdom community. 
 

Culture Shock  

Welcome to KBC.  Today we start a new series 
in the book of Colossians, pushing ahead with 
the theme that “God sends us.”  Mission is at 
the heart of God, and He commissions us as His 
ambassadors; we plead with the world, “be 
reconciled to God”. 

But we’ve come at mission from a side-angle.   
First, The Journey.  You can only join God’s 
mission if you understand this epic story 
recorded in the Bible, past and future.  Get the 

story, and you can faithfully act in the present.  And now with Colossians Remixed, we’ll 
discover that God doesn’t just send individuals.  He chooses a people.  He makes a 
family for Himself through the cross, and sends us together to represent Him in the 
world.  Like Jesus moving from the heavens into the neighbourhood, love takes on flesh.  
We’re to radically identify with the world so the message makes sense.  But we’re also 
to be radically different from our culture, so our lives and words offer “good news” of a 
different way forward, a way that leads to life. 

Changing the metaphor, we’re Ambassadors for Christ and His Kingdom.  We live in a 
foreign Empire, and we’re called to subvert it from within.   

What a challenge!  But what does this mean in a culture like ours?   

It’s like we’re caught between cultures.   

Ever had culture shock?  Even in Canada I got 
confused about how to act … a nice elderly 
couple offered me ‘cream’ during dinner, which 
to their surprise I poured all over my dessert.  
Apparently the cream was for the coffee!  Or in 
Thailand, I despised having to pay for public 
toilets, especially when they only gave me 5 
sheets of paper and no toilet seat to rest my 
weary legs. 

 

                                                 
1
 This series was imagined in response to Brian J. Walsh and Sylvia C. Keesmaat’s Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004).  For challenging and related reading across the series, check out Mark Sayers, The 
Vertical Self; Stanley Hauerwas, Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony; Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an 
Ordinary Radical, and Brian McLaren, Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crisis, and a Revolution of Hope. 
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But it works in reverse, right.  Our culture is so familiar, even normal to us, but it’s 
foreign to visitors.  Take the Aussie family picking up a foreign student from a bus stop 
on a busy main road. The pick up point was prearranged but the student was AWOL. 
They eventually found him, walking furiously up and down the footpath. They said 
“What’s wrong?”  He pointed to the sign near the bus stop that said “No standing”! 

When you’re entrenched within a culture, this kind of behaviour seems crazy.  But just 
maybe these alternative perspectives are a gift—they’re a chance to see ourselves from 
a different angle, and maybe even catch a blind spot or two. 

Last week the Logos team shared the amazing 
story of American missionaries serving and 
suffering to bring the gospel to the Waodani, a 
violent tribe in the jungles of Ecuador.  When 
the gospel took root and grew, even murderers 
like Mincaye found a new way forward.  One of 
these missionaries, Steve, invited Mincaye to 
America for his son’s graduation.  Let’s hear 
Mincaye’s culture shock upon entering the 
western world …  

[VIDEO CLIP 1 (2 mins 4 secs) – WAODANI INDIANS AND WESTERN CULTURE} 

 
Mixed Up  

A Chinese proverb says “if you want to know about the water, don't ask a fish.”  Does it 
know any different?  We need outside perspectives to see our culture afresh. 

South Americans would ask why people who apparently have it all are still so greedy 
and violent to get more, an insatiable appetite for material goods, reflected in 
widespread obesity and then guilt-prone anorexia.  Africans would ask why a people so 
networked with technology—on mobiles and social media—would be so lonely and 
depressed, to the point of wasting hours solo in front of the television?  Why would a 
kid with 700 Facebook friends want to kill himself?  And Asians would ask why people 
with such spacious houses put their parents into nursing homes?  They should just pay 
Chinese Superannuation, giving 10 percent of their income to their mum so she’s looked 
after and spoils the grandkids!   

What’s gone wrong here?  For all the good gifts in our culture, we’re mixed up. 
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The London Riots have prompted some serious 
soul searching.  Granted, it’s not in our 
backyard—not yet, anyway—but we’re all 
wondering what would ignite thousands of 
youth to torch their own neighbourhoods.  
Having witnessed a shopping centre ransacked 
by youngsters to steal the latest Xbox, one 
police chief observed, “This wasn’t an angry 
crowd, this was a greedy crowd.”2   

London is a microcosm of western culture—of 
which we’re a part.  Australia is changing.  As former Deputy Prime Minister John 
Anderson recently noted, “Selflessness built our freedoms.  Selfishness is destroying 
them.”  The many strengths of our culture largely grew in Christian soil—they are Biblical 
values.  But our culture is presently leaching the soil of all Christian fertilizer.  This is not 
a call to control our culture as we face complex questions like same sex marriage.  But it 
is to ask, have we as Christians recognized that Australian society is headed a different 
direction than discipleship to Christ. 

So which direction are we headed? 

So what of the church?  Aren’t we meant to represent the Kingdom of God in our 
shared life together?  Well, yes.  But from most accounts, our young people are sexting 
and drinking as much as the surrounding culture; and our adults are purchasing and 
divorcing just like every other slave in this mixed up Empire.  Are we radically different?   

Quoting from Mark Sayers in his book, The 
Vertical Self (p26)  

We take off and put on different identities in 
different places.  One can have an evangelical 
worldview, a secular sex life, an economic 
rationalist approach to money, a 
conservative vote, and a liberal approach to 
humour.   

 

Jesus’ words in Matthew 5 are sobering: 

“Let me tell you why you are here. You're here 
to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-
flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, 
how will people taste godliness? You've lost 
your usefulness and will end up in the garbage” 
(v13, MSG).  

                                                 
2

 http://wonderingfair.com/2011/08/17/riots-and-resistance/.   
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God sends us.  But we’ve got nothing to offer if our salt is bland and our light is 
extinguished.  What does it mean to live as resident aliens representing the Kingdom in 
an Empire like ours?  Does our gospel community cause a positive culture shock in a 
mixed up world?  That’s why we’re exploring Colossians. 

 
Colossae’s Alternative: Mixed Up or Remixed? 

So what is Colossians about? 

I want you to imagine Ric went on mission to 
China, and during this time was thrown into 
prison alongside a prominent house church 
leader.  Ric pours out his heart, and shares all 
the great stuff that’s happening through KBC—
he loves this church at which he serves.  But he 
also shares his concern that our whole culture 
is sliding away into all kinds of distorted beliefs 
and lifestyles.   

The gospel has taken root in our church, but almost subconsciously our people are 
starting to look just like the rest of Australia.  At times they seem more excited about 
the footy than dwelling in the Word.  People sometimes come to the worship service 
like they do the shopping centre—to consume an experience, but they leave it at the 
door and go back to life as usual.  Everyone’s busy, but they don’t really “do life” 
together like a family should.  And then at University and in the Office, they’re tempted 
to syncretize their beliefs with the latest fad, mixing and matching Jesus’ words with 
wisdom from MTV, Richard Dawkins, and the Dalai Lama.  It’s getting kind of messy. 

So, this foreign leader, who only really knows us through Ric, puts pen to paper and 
writes us a letter—it’s a letter to be read in each of the small groups, functioning like 
house churches.  It’s a letter full of thanksgiving, from the heart.  It’s not tackling an 
outright heresy, but it’s a letter that gently works toward one point:  

Christ is enough.  Christ is sufficient … you’ve been set free and sent as an alternative 
witness, radically different for the sake of the world.  You don’t need to add anything to 
Christ—an experience, a philosophy, a self-serving lifestyle, whatever—Christ is enough.  
Ric sends the letter back to KBC, and we eagerly read it for news, unaware the letter 
reads us. 

This is Colossians.  Epaphras founded the Church in Colossae, a once colossal city that 
is now somewhat in decline, like the western world we’re in.  He tells Paul how this 
gathering of believers love the Lord, but the powerful Roman Empire and its symbols of 
success and flourishing have seeped into their hearts.  They’re losing their potency as a 
witness, mixing and matching with lifestyles and beliefs from those outside the church.   
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Colossae is in modern day Turkey, 100 miles North West from the major seaport of 
Ephesus.  And it’s at Ephesus that Paul has done most of his gospel work.  It’s ironic as 
he sits behind bars for his faithful witness, that he’s hearing from Epaphras about the 
Colossian church prone to compromise.  They avoid persecution by blending in.  So Paul 
pens this heartfelt letter 

Across this series we’ll see how Christ is 
sufficient.  We’ll see how we’re called to be 
different.  We have an alternative God (chapter 
1), an alternative story and philosophy out of 
which we live (chapter 2), an alternative lifestyle 
and ethic (chapter 3), and an alternative society 
(chapter 4).  Our identity and mission in Jesus 
requires us to be radically different for the sake 
of a world that’s lost its way. 

 

That’s the choice the Colossians had to make.  And it’s our choice too: 

Do you want to be mixed up, like the surrounding culture?  Or do you want to be 
remixed for mission, immersed in Christ and submitted to His Lordship? 

Today I want to open up the first fourteen verses of this letter.  Paul is giving God 
thanks for what Epaphras has reported about this community.  But Paul is on his knees 
in that dank prison cell, engaged in passionate prayer.  He pleads that God will give them 
wisdom for how to live as the family of God in a mixed up city.  He prays they will be a 
radical Kingdom community subverting the Empire, for the sake of the world.  It’s fresh 
for us, right now, living between the slavery of the Empire and freedom in God’s Son. 

 
Colossians 1:1-2 – A Holy Family Immersed in Christ  

Reading from Colossians 1:1-2: 

 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother,  
 2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful 
brothers and sisters in Christ:  
   Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  

Right off the bat, Paul identifies himself as an 
‘apostle’.  Now, in the primary sense, Paul is an 
apostle—one who was commissioned by Jesus 
in the flesh.   
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But in the broader sense, every single one of us 
in an ‘apostle’ (ἀπόστολος), meaning an 
ambassador, a messenger sent by God to 
announce the good news to the whole world, 
that God reigns.   

The Colossians, as with us, are a sent people. 

Notice too that Paul is operating according to 
God’s will.  From prison.  Did you know that in 
2010, Christians are the most persecuted 
people group in the world—in Muslim countries 

and the Middle East, by Hindus in India, and by atheistic States such as North Korea and 
China.  75 out of every 100 people killed for religious hatred are Christians.  A good 
friend of KBC, Pastor Daniel Ho at the Dream Centre Kuala Lumpur, is just one of an 
estimated 100 million Christians currently facing persecution globally.  In the broadest 
sense of God’s sovereignty, if Paul is in prison by the will of God, then what makes the 
Colossians, or us, think that following Christ should come without a cost?  Selling out 
may save your skin, but Paul reminds them that they are God’s “holy people”, His saints. 

“Holy”, set apart, they are made sacred in Christ, to be radically different for the sake of 
the world.  But what comes to mind when you hear the word “holy”?  Maybe you’re 
picturing some nerdy Christian too scared and narrow to let loose and live a little.  So 
we work against these stereotypes—we want to blend in.  But what if holiness is 
ultimately about wholeness.  Holiness is taking all the fragments of our life, and being 
put back together again as who God created us to be.  Sin is a move toward 
fragmentation and death.  Holiness is a move toward integration and life.  So God calls 
us to find our identity not in how others see us, but vertically, from life in His Son. 

In Christ … we’re baptized, dying to self, and born again a new creation.  But we’re 
Baptists, right.  It’s about total immersion.  Not like the Pagans who in mediaeval times 
were baptized before joining the Crusades.  They would purposely hold their swords 
out of the water, so most of their body would follow Christ, but their dry segments 
would slay the enemy.  Are we fully in Christ … or have we held our wallets high and dry, 
or our eyes and mouse hand as we scan the internet hoping to ‘accidentally’ find 
stimulating pictures?  Paul calls us to immerse ourselves in Christ, to find a new identity. 

And this identity is corporate, a FAMILY.  Blood may be thicker than water, but Spirit 
should be thicker than blood.  Timothy, Epaphras, the believers in Colossae—they’re no 
longer strangers separated into cliques … they are now brothers and sisters in Christ.  
Paul is saying to them, “You are family!  Don’t act like acquaintances in Christ, putting on 
your nice face in church but acting like foreigners outside the sanctuary.  Live like 
brothers and sisters.  Share meals.  Do life together.  Drop in unexpectedly.  Share what 
you have.  You’re the new humanity!  The Empire tempts you to fragment, but stay 
faithful—to God, and to each other—and you will find life. 
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Paul closes this section with “grace and peace” to you through God.  This was radical to 
Colossae.  It was Rome and its Imperial Lord, Caesar, who promised grace and peace, 
favour and flourishing to all its citizens.  But everyone knew peace in Rome was on the 
back of the sword and taxes that oppressed non-citizens and refugees—just like 
modern politics.  But Paul makes his point plain: grace and peace for a broken world like 
ours will only come as we align with the reign of God.  It’s a gift from above. 

The Empire fosters radical individuals following their own desires, looking for a Saviour 
from below to lead them forward.  But the Kingdom is about a holy family immersed in 
Jesus, the Saviour from above, who brings grace and peace to the whole world. 

 
Colossians 1:3-8 – A Hope Filled Family for Faith and Love 

Okay, onto Colossians 1:3-7, as Paul moves into thanksgiving and prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,  
4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus  
and of the love you have for all his people—  

5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you  
in heaven  

    and about which you have already heard  
in the true word of the gospel 6 that has come to you.  

In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit  
and growing throughout the whole world—  

just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it  
and truly understood God’s grace.  

7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant [slave],  
who is a faithful minister of Christ  

on our behalf, 8  
and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.  
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Faith, hope, and love—Paul loves this 
combination.  But so does the Empire, and it’s 
really tempting to believe what it promises, 
especially when its symbols are everywhere. 

I mentioned before that “grace and peace” don’t 
come from politicians.  But these promises of 
favour and flourishing are amplified by big 
business in our day. 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard this ad … what product is this? 

“Now we can watch a newspaper; listen to a magazine; curl up with a movie; and see 
a phone call.  Now, we can take a classroom anywhere; hold an entire bookstore, and 
touch the stars … because now, there’s this.”  

What is: the iPad 2.  We tempted toward cyber hope.  Technology is our saviour.  (Yes, 
the same technology behind atom bombs and genetic engineering, which will soon 
deliver the iPad 3 requiring you to spend yet again.)  Hope in these promises leads to 
faith in silicon chips and love for the latest gismo.  But does it deliver?   

A recent PhD study out of Griffith University has found that those who spend the most 
time on social networks and electronic devices are also the most isolated.  Technology 
connects, and technology isolates.  We are omnipresent to everyone, but never really 
knit in heart and soul, in sacrificial relationships to serve the other.  We’re forgetting how 
to love. 

How different to the fruit of the gospel in this little community at Colossae!  Paul is 
thankful they’re not like the Empire, using and abusing people to climb the social ladder 
of patrons and clients.  Their hope in God animates both faith and love. 

It’s not a private hope they hold.  It’s a “gospel” 
(εὐαγγέλιον).  It’s a royal announcement of a 
great victory, with very public implications.  
Jesus is no spiritual guru.  He is the LORD Jesus 
Christ (κύριος), the supreme authority in the 
land and true Saviour of all.  Citizens of the 
Empire would go to the local temple, take a 
piece of incense, and say the words Kaiser 
Kurios: “Caesar is Lord."  Resistance is useless.  
Yet Paul is writing from a Roman prison telling 
them “Jesus is Lord!”  What then of Caesar?  

What of our world’s rulers and authorities, the A-List celebrities and Donald Trumps in 
the boardroom?  Paul lives for the Kingdom of God.  He’s not afraid to subvert the 
Empire from within. 

So, this very public hope animates both faith and love. 

� 
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Jesus the Lord and Saviour rose from the dead and formed them into a family through 
His Spirit.  It’s not optimism.  They have solid reasons to hope that one day everything 
will be set right.  They have hope that any sacrifice they’ve made, any persecution 
they’ve faced, will be like the pain of childbirth, absorbed in joy as the whole world is 
born again.  One day every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. 

With this kind of hope you don’t need to fear the Empire.  This hope inspired vertical 
and horizontal action.  Vertically, it gave them faith—reason to trust God even in the 
midst of tough times.  They didn’t need to sell out.  And horizontally, this hope resulted 
in a community characterized by love for their brothers and sisters in Christ, and even 
for their enemies.   

Jesus came to unite within himself natural enemies—male and female, Jew and Greek, 
Master and Slave—and make them brothers and sisters who can share together around 
the love feast at the Lord’s table, the Eucharist.  Eucharist means “thanksgiving”, and Paul 
is so thankful to God as he sees this quality of life in Colossae. 

 
Colossians 1:9-12 – A Prayerful Family for Bearing Fruit  

Okay, so the Empire tempts us to believe its 
hype, but we’re to be different.  But where do 
we start?  What do we change?  In Colossians 
1:9-12, the major theme emerges.  It’s PRAYER.  
Paul wants their lives to bear fruit, to be the 
holy community sent on mission to the world.  
But they’re embedded in their culture, prone to 
compromise.  They need God’s wisdom for the 
next step.  Only God can tell them how their 
family should live. 

Reading verses 9-12: 

 9 For this reason,  
since the day we heard about you,  

we have not stopped praying for you.  
 

We continually ask God to fill you  
with the knowledge of his will  
through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,  

10 so that  
you may live a life worthy of the Lord  

 and please him in every way:  
bearing fruit in every good work,  
growing in the knowledge of God,  
11 being strengthened with all power  

according to his glorious might  
so that  

you may have great endurance and patience,  
12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father,  

who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his people  
in the kingdom of light.  

�2 
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That’s quite the prayer.  Nothing trite about it.  Paul’s on his knees, with Epaphras, in that 
dark Roman cell, pleading with God hour after hour, to give them wisdom.  How would 
God have this family live differently for the sake of the world?   

It makes sense that they want to live differently.  After all, Jesus freed us for love, so 
the natural response is to live wholeheartedly for him. 

But Paul’s major reason for living differently has 
been building from the chapter’s start.  It’s in 
the letter’s introduction as shalom, flourishing.  
Then in verse 6 we read of the gospel bearing 
fruit.  Now, in verse 10, Paul continues this 
garden imagery of growing to moral maturity.  
God planted this community, and wants them 
to bear fruit, seen in simple acts like generosity 
to the poor and hospitality for the homeless.  
The whole Biblical story is about bearing fruit, 
from Genesis 1:28 with the call to be fruitful and 

multiply, to Jesus calling them to bear fruit, 30, 60, and 100 fold from the gospel seed 
planted in their midst (cf. Leviticus 26:3-6). 

Fruit stands for success, for happiness, for the blessed life.  And the Empire promises 
this also.  Everywhere the Colossians went, they would see symbols and logos of the 
Empire and its claim to bring flourishing … on their vases, on commissioned art works, on 
the stadiums … everything was packaged green, perhaps not so different to today. 

So what version of flourishing does the Empire offer today?  Let’s watch another video 
clip, an ad for Old Spice.  It’s intentionally tongue in cheek.  But let’s see what success 
looks like in today’s economy …  

[VIDEO CLIP 2 (30 secs) – OLD SPICE AND SUCCESS} 

Brilliant, hey!  He really eyeballs the camera!  
Okay, it’s a joke, but success today is about 
image: the glamorous image, the cool image, or 
the sexy image.  Choose your persona.  You 
need the outward form—the right car, mobile, 
job, accessories, and the body wash—and then 
you’ll be happy and flourish.  But don’t dwell to 
long or you’ll see straight through the charade.  
The empty promises are like a baby-sitter 
trying to distract a kid—“look down, back up, 
you’re on a boat … it’s an oyster, now look 

again, I’m on a horse!”  No wonder ADHD is on the rise! 

Okay, so this works for a while.  But the midlife crisis now seems to hit us by the 
early 30s; the dream doesn’t deliver, so we become disillusioned.  We sacrifice so 
much time, money, relationships, all for what?   

� 
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Besides, at what greater cost do our cheap 
material goods come?  That attractive Nike 
swoosh was such a good deal for me, because 
there were twenty sweatshops in China all 
competing to offer the best price, at the cost 
of inhuman working conditions with low pay.  
But as the west declines and the military 
retreats, this kind of consumer abuse of so-
called developing nations will grind to a halt.  
This is unsustainable, economically and 
politically, and it’s unsustainable environmentally.   

We need to prayerfully consider a new way to live, subverting the Empire.  We need to 
seek first God’s kingdom, and everything else will take care of itself. 

So what does fruitfulness, success, happiness, the blessed life look like in Jesus’ family? 

Remember, we’re the “Beatitude community” 
from Matthew 5 … Blessed, flourishing, happy 
are you when you’re poor in Spirit, you mourn, 
you’re meek and merciful and pure in heart, 
even persecuted … for God is your reward and 
yours is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Which version of fruitfulness are we living for?  
Old Spice, or Sermon on the Mount?   

 

In July, Ryan Vallee and I had the chance to visit a number of Intentional Christian 
Communities in both Perth and Melbourne, to see how they do life together.3  And one 
of the groups we visited was called The Peace Tree.  They were a small house church 
not so different from Colossae.   

The first thing I noticed was their simple 
clothing.  No brand labels, lots of second hand 
stuff, and no t.v. in the house.  Their front yard 
featured countless baby pot-plants, on stands, 
in a porcelain bath, hanging in baskets.  This 
was all for the Local Community Garden they 
ran.  They offered classes in permaculture, 
helping their neighbours live sustainably by 
producing their own food.  Some Sundays 
there would be seventy or so people gathered 
together to garden, and then enjoying pizzas 

cooked in the outdoor oven.  It looked a bit like a Christian hippy commune, but I could 
tell this diverse group of people lived as a family, and loved their local community.  …  

                                                 
3

 Report available at http://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/growing-together-icc.report.   
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Over lunch I met two guys from Timor, both sponsored by Peace Tree to live with 
them while awaiting crucial operations they couldn’t get overseas.  Growing their own 
food and sourcing everything local and direct meant their food bill per person was only 
$18 a week.  Their simple lifestyle also meant they could afford to live on 3 days work a 
week, sowing the extra time back into serving those outside their house church.  One 
of their leaders, Jarrod McKenna, was pretty sleepy, as he’s spent the previous night in 
lock-up, arrested in Geelong for peacefully protesting the Afghanistan War.  This was a 
radical family. 

I asked Jarrod why Peace Tree took the shape it did, and what they wanted it to 
become.  His response would have made the Apostle Paul proud.  “Well, there’s not 
really a big plan in all this.  We pray together each morning in simple daily rhythms, and 
wait on God for His leading.  We respond to the resurrected Christ in the needs of 
those around us.  Then we follow whatever He says.  We’re just sharing life together.”     

… 

The Empire is built on unsustainable and self-serving consumption.  But like the Peace 
Tree, God wants us to subvert the Empire by gardening His world with faithful 
endurance.  God’s Kingdom is about a prayerful family bearing fruit, qualified to bring 
Peace as a light to the nations. 

 

Colossians 1:13-14 – A Rescued Family for Potent Witness  

The whole passage climaxes with verses 13-14: 
13 For  

he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and  
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,  
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

For people entrenched in a culture, words like 
“rescue” and “dominion”, “darkness” and “light” 
sound overblown.  But Paul is reminding 
Colossae, as he reminds us, that we are in the 
middle of a battle.   

Paul’s readers would have images of Egypt coming to mind.   

Through Moses, God rescued Israel from 
Pharaoh, taking them on Exodus to the 
Promised Land.  Now, Colossae is being 
squeezed by the Roman Empire to fit the 
mould—to not stand out, to not speak up, to 
play the game.  But Paul is saying that through 
Jesus they’ve been rescued from an even 
greater dominion.  There is a real enemy.   
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Satan is a fallen angel who masquerades as light and goodness.  He manipulates the 
system, drawing people through empty promises away from life into death.  He is called 
“the Prince of this world.”  And out of Satan’s dark dominion we have been rescued.   

We’ve been redeemed.  We were once slaves, living fruitless lives as the world did.  But 
God has forgiven our sins, dismissed our record of failure, and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son, Jesus, whom He loves.  Now we’re family. 

I think I saw this in a tangible way with another 
Intentional Christian Community called UNOH, 
Urban Neighbours of Hope.  Like Peace Tree, 
they also prayed for wisdom, seeking God for 
how they should live radically different lives as 
a potent witness.  They found that while 85 
percent of Christians think the poor are high on 
God’s agenda, only 5 percent of Christians have 
any regular contact.  So they started small, 
getting to know those in poorer 
neighbourhoods.  Then through prayer the 

Spirit led them to sell everything and pool their money, buying into these 
neighbourhoods and living within walking distance.  Eventually they were sponsored as 
missionaries, paid at the poverty line of $30,000 for a family of four.  They also built 
their family life around meals, simple everyday rhythms.  They opened their houses to 
strangers.  Strangers like Jono—a guy stuck in darkness, struggling with bipolar.  He was 
in and out of the mental hospital with no hope.  But through UNOH the gospel was 
planted in his heart.  Over the next three years he was loved, and trained, and he found 
redemption in the family of God’s son.   

Jono eventually branched out with his own house.  He started visiting the psych wards, 
showing love to strangers, and inviting anyone without a family to live in his house.  
Two years later he disciples six new believers who all live in his house, and he’s seen 
them also move from darkness to light. 

This is the radical nature of the gospel.  The Empire wants you to blend in for your own 
benefit.  But Jesus has rescued the down and outs and the up and outs, making a family 
with a potent witness.   
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Prayerfully Seeking an Alternative 

How should we respond?  We know that God 
sends us.  But are we radically different, 
ambassadors for a different kingdom?  As 
people encounter our community at KBC, do 
they find a family?  Do they experience a 
positive culture shock that speaks of God’s 
love?  Are we a holy people set apart for the 
sake of the world, in our money, our time, our 
relationships, and our living arrangements? 

We must submit our lives afresh to God as an 
alternative people.  This isn’t about a new set of boundary markers, where everyone 
shuns Maccas and protests the military.  But it is about prayer.  It’s about waiting on God 
for where He would lead.   

For Nik and me, it’s meant small changes like downsizing our t.v., buying some chickens 
for sustainability, and opening two rooms to help those in transition, with simple 
rhythms of prayer and fellowship.  Even small changes subvert the empire.   

But it all starts with prayer.   

Would you commit across this series to seek God’s wisdom, through prayer, for how to 
live as His Kingdom community, radically different for the sake of the world?   

Would you pray with me now. … 
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Lord God, help us to live out your gospel in the world.   

We pray for those who do not know your love, that they would be wooed by 
your goodness and seduced by your beauty.   

Form us into a family that runs deeper than biology or nationality or ethnicity, a 
family that is born again in you. 

May we be creators of holy mischief and agitators of comfort … people who do 
not accept the world as it is but insist on its becoming what you want it to be.   

Let us groan as in the pains of childbirth for your kingdom to come on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

Help us to be midwives of that kingdom. Amen.4 

 
Questions for Discussion 

1. “We’re Ambassadors for Christ and His Kingdom.  We live in a foreign Empire, and we’re called 
to subvert it from within.”  How do you sit with this statement? 

2. What other blind spots have you discovered for both Australian and Christian culture, by 
listening to other perspectives? 

3. We are to radically identify with our culture so the message is understood, but be radically 
different so the message offers an alternative.  How have we gone on both scores? 

4. Read back through Colossians 1:1-14, noting themes of family, faith, hope, love, holiness, and 
fruitfulness.  What is God saying to you through this? 

5. Spend some time as Christian family seeking God’s wisdom through prayer, for how to live as 
His Kingdom community, different for the sake of the world.  Make one change this week. 

                                                 
4
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