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EM324/524

Module 6: Reaching Your Community for Christ

Assessing Needs & Planting Seeds,            
with Ryan Vallee

Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge           
+ Readings Debrief

Getting Creative:                                      
Planning Outreach Events

On a scale of 1-10 (1 = woeful; 10 = great), how would 
you rate your Church’s connection to the local community?

If your Church were to cease existing, would the 
community care? Why? And what evidence do you have 

that this is true? (How would you measure this?)

What process might you follow to assess local 
community needs?

What cautions should you consider before acting? 
How might ‘care’ go sour?

What are the top 5 needs in your geographical area?

What community needs is your Church 
best equipped to meet?

What kinds of ‘seeds’ might you sow as a sign of God’s 
Kingdom and shalom?

“

”

His background – a community of outreach 
in Washington State

Frustrations and hopes 
with a larger Brisbane Church

First steps: thinking in zones

Assessing local needs

Building Community: The ‘Fireplace’ and Intentional 
Christian Community

Reaching Community: Street Teams; Zones; 
International Students + ESL; care packages; 

counselling; PD; love demonstrated & love declared

His heart for a small–big Intentional 
(and incarnational) Christian Community

’ ’
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Turning Your Church

Outwards in Love 

Salvation & Justice: 

Words/Deeds
• Com-passion: “With-suffering” Luke 19:41

• Heart of the Father reaches out to the 

heart of a broken world… still happens in 

our hearts.

• Matthew 5:13-16. Salt & light /bringing out 

the God flavors & colors/ for all to taste in 

see—with our words and our deeds. 

• How should we combine good words with 

good deeds? A few stories…

Cascade Christian Center’s 
Jungle Playland

https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/going-deeper/id1348631608?mt=2
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Key Questions to think on…

• What does redemption (or a sign of the 
Kingdom) look like in this community?

• How does the church corporately build a 
bridge into the local community? 

• How can I be a part of God’s community 
for the local community? 

• How can we (the church) bring others 
along with us—to come along with what 
God is doing in the world?

Mexico

Kenmore Baptist Church What, then, is our MISSION?
WOORABINDA:
• 950 people (266 working)

• Average age 20 years (vs. 37 years for 
National Average [NA])

• Life expectancy under 60 years (vs. 80 
NA)

• Average income $200 per week (vs. 
$740 NA)

• ~30% unemployed

• ~75% don’t complete grade 12 
schooling; 5% have a bachelors 
degree (21% NA, X4)

• ~70% identify as practicing some 
form of Christianity (mostly 
denominational)

• Dry town, yet ~1/5 males drink 
excessively.  Alcohol accounts for 
10% all deaths; x4 drug-related 
psychiatric problems vs. NA

• Infant deaths 6% total deaths (vs. 0.9% NA), 
with x2 low-weight births

• Aboriginal children were 7 times more likely 
to be under a child protection order vs. NA

• X12 to have Hepatitis A vs. NA

• 5% admitted per year to hospital re: assault 
(vs. 0.1% NA)

• 13% of citizens have reported criminal 
offences against others (vs. 0.8% NA), 1/5 
appear before court

• Despite ~2.5% population, Aboriginals = 
24% total prison population (13x NI rates)

Your top 3 priorities?  Biblically sound?  Why?
• What does redemption/sign of the Kingdom look 

like in this community?
• How do you/the church build a bridge into the 

community?
• What are some of the first questions to ask? 
• How can we bring others along with us to come 

along with what God is doing in the world?
• Are people encouraged to a healthy relationship 

with God by our words and deeds? 



16/03/2018

4

A few last stories…
• Jeff, a man trying to beat the streets.

• Adam, does God count me in still?

• Stacey, Goth-house wrecker party and 
redemptive justice. 

• Dave, empty success– is there more? Hard 
heart being warmed…went to Mexico.. Caught the 
vision, brought him along with what God is doing…

• Not always getting it right—doing the best we can 
with hard situations.  Success sometimes looked 
odd. Keep first things first: walking with Christ 
and inviting others to come along.

“ ”

☼ Join with others from the same suburb (3-4 
per group) to draw a response on A3 to “What 

would Jesus do if He were mayor in my 
suburb.”  (Be sure to pray first.) … 15 minutes

☼ Using the guides on p289 and p302, what 
next steps would take one of these ideas from 
a dream to a reality?  (Use the “seed project 

planning guide.) 10 minutes

☼ Pair up with another group to share your 
responses 10 minutes

-question—something you don’t get, or 
want to clarify

-challenge—something you disagree 
with, or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
evangelistic approach

-application—something useful right 
now in your context

What story of community impact 
inspired you most?  Why?

In your community, where is the greatest 
disparity between the Kingdom of God and the 

daily lived reality?  How could you and your 
church respond? 

What is the rationale behind “seed projects” 
being “short, small, and simple … done by local 
churches, using local resources to demonstrate 

God’s love to those outside the church”?  
What example of this have you seen that 

made a real difference?
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Why does God care so much for the city?

What principles do you draw out of 
Israel’s exilic living in Babylon, 
as recounted in Jeremiah 29?

How might this apply to your local context? 
What does it mean to 

“work for the shalom of the city”?

In what ways is, and isn’t, your church a 
“contextual church” for the city?

What one change would better position 
your church to join 

“God’s Global Urban Mission”?

“ ’ ”

movementday.com/
www.movementday.com.au/

lausanne.org/networks/issues/cities

☼ Using the table on p15 of your class notes, and 
still in your suburb groupings, take 20 minutes to 

brainstorm ideas you really think would be 
effective in your community       25 minutes

☼ As a whole group, share your ideas for 
outreach category by category 20 minutes

☼ Ask God for one activity that represents His 
heart and your calling … lift this idea, and your 

suburb, to God in prayer, asking that you may be a 
more effective sign of His Kingdom. 5 minutes

’

https://movementday.com/
http://www.movementday.com.au/
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/cities
https://movementday.com/
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Our Father who is in Heaven,

Holy is Your Name.

Your Kingdom come, Your will be done

On Earth as it is in Heaven

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who 
trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the Kingdom,                             
the power, and the glory

For ever and ever, 

Amen.

(1) Testimony by ___________
(2) Tips by ________ for ___________

(3) Challenge of _______________
(4) Forum posts for pre-reading


