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EM324/524-D 
Module 10  

Learning Guide  

Art, Power & Prayer 
 

 

Before you start...  
 Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide + uploads on Moodle) 
 From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application  
 Come ready to share how your evangelism challenge went from the previous module 
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your testimony and/or share about evangelism 

with your chosen social group  

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Christian author Walker Percy once mused about how to communicate a message to people overwhelmed 
with loud sales-pitches, and convinced Christianity is old news. Sometimes, he said, silence is most potent 
(cf. Sam Chan on “How to be heard in a world not listening”). In this module we consider the use of the arts 
(session 1), and power evangelism and prayer (session 3) as ways of breaking through to a deaf culture. 

In session one we’ll hear from graphic artist, James Alley, and his journey of discovering how the good news 
travels best through metaphorical media.  

In session two we’ll debrief the readings, as well as the weekly staples: share your testimony, offer some 
tips, pray for friends, and reflect on the challenge. Then, in session three, we’ll share stories of our 
adventures in prayerfully following the Spirit’s lead as the master evangelist. After all the talk, it’s time to 
step out in your weekly challenge, praying for fresh witness. 

 
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this module are to: 

1. Explore the ways in which the arts can be a powerful vehicle for communicating the gospel 
2. Learn how to step out, following the Spirit’s leading, in “power evangelism” 

 
OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, the students shall be expected to consider how they may use the arts to 
communicate the gospel, and practice responding to the Spirit in prayerful and powerful evangelism.  
 
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm) 
6:15 The Art of Evangelism, with James Alley (50 minutes) 
7:10 Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge | Debrief Readings (45 minutes) 
8:05 Spirit-Empowered Witness (50 minutes) 
8:55 Assign students next module + Challenge + Lord’s Prayer (5 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVDZAl2j_9I
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2.  THE ART OF EVANGELISM, WITH JAMES ALLEY 

Resource 10.1  
One of the best resources on the use of the arts in evangelism comes from the Lausanne Occasional 
papers: “LOP 46: Redeeming the Arts: The Restoration of the Arts to God’s Creational Intention” 
here. You may also find “LOP 48: Media and Technology - The Rainbow, the Ark & the Cross” helpful, 
here. As their Arts issue-based network says, “the arts help create environments for people to 
encounter and respond to God.” For their Media Engagement issue-based network, see here. 

Some helpful books on the topic include: 

Barsotti, Catherine M., and Robert K. Johnston. Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith. 
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 2004. 

Begbie, Jeremy. Beholding the Glory: Incarnation Through the Arts.  
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003. 

Brand, Hilary, and Adrienne Chaplin. Art & Soul: Signposts for Christians in the Arts, 2d ed.  
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007. 

Bustard, Ned. It Was Good: Making Art to the Glory of God. Baltimore, MD: Square Halo Books, 2006. 

Campbell, Constantine R. Outreach and the Artist: Sharing the Gospel with the Arts.  
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2013. 

Corbitt, J. Nathan, and Vivian Nix-Early. Taking It to the Streets:  
Using the Arts to Transform Your Community. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 2003. 

Crouch, Andy. Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling. Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Books, 2008.  

Detweiler, Craig, and Barry Taylor. A Matrix of Meanings: Finding God in Pop Culture.  
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2003.  

Elsheimer, Janice. The Creative Call: An Artist's Response to the Way of the Spirit.  
New York: Waterbrook Press, 2011. 

Fujimura, Makoto. Refractions: A Journey of Faith, Art, and Culture. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2009.  

Johnston, Robert K. Reel Spirituality: Theology and Film in Dialogue. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2006. 

Johnston, Robert K. Reframing Theology and Film: New Focus for an Emerging Discipline.  
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2007. 

Romanowski, William D. Eyes Wide Open: Looking for God in Popular Culture.  
Grand Rapids, Mich: Brazos Press, 2007.  

Siewert, Alison. Drama Team Handbook. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 

Spencer, William David, Aída Besançon Spencer, and Bruce Whitney Herman.  
God Through the Looking Glass: Glimpses from the Arts. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 1998. 

Taylor, W. David O, ed. For the Beauty of the Church: Casting a Vision for the Arts.  
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 2010. 

Turner, Steve. Imagine: A Vision for Christians in the Arts.                                   
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

Vanhoozer, Kevin J. Everyday Theology: How to Read Cultural Texts  
and Interpret Trends. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2007. 

See also, Module 4 of this course on storytelling, and my talk, “Epic Story:  
A Methodology for Cultural Engagement” (from Theologicon; Logan talk here & here). 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/redeeming-arts-restoration-arts-gods-creational-intention-lop-46
https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/media-technology-rainbow-ark-cross-lop-48
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/arts
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/media-engagement
http://www.amazon.com/Finding-God-Movies-Films-Faith/dp/0801064813/ref=pd_sim_b_2#reader_0801064813
http://www.amazon.com/Beholding-Glory-Incarnation-through-Arts/dp/0801022444/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365472540&sr=1-6&keywords=Art+%26+Soul%3A+Signposts+for+Christians+in+the+Arts#reader_0801022444
http://www.amazon.com/Art-Soul-Signposts-Christians-Arts/dp/0830826742/ref=pd_sim_b_10
http://www.amazon.com/It-Was-Good-Making-Glory/dp/0978509714/ref=pd_sim_b_12
http://www.amazon.com/Outreach-Artist-Sharing-Gospel-Arts/dp/0310494966/ref=sr_1_1_title_0_main?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365465234&sr=1-1&keywords=Outreach+and+the+Artist%3A+Sharing+the+Gospel+with+the+Arts
http://www.amazon.com/Taking-Streets-Using-Transform-Community/dp/0801064228/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365463708&sr=1-9&keywords=art+evangelism#reader_0801064228
http://www.amazon.com/Taking-Streets-Using-Transform-Community/dp/0801064228/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365463708&sr=1-9&keywords=art+evangelism#reader_0801064228
http://www.amazon.com/Culture-Making-Recovering-Creative-Calling/dp/0830833943/ref=pd_sim_b_15#reader_0830833943
http://www.amazon.com/Matrix-Meanings-finding-culture-Engaging/dp/080102417X/ref=pd_sim_b_2#reader_080102417X
http://www.amazon.com/The-Creative-Call-Artists-Response/dp/0877881383/ref=pd_sim_b_6#reader_B001RLTF7A
http://www.amazon.com/Refractions-Journey-Faith-Culture-Exploring/dp/1600063012/ref=pd_sim_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Reel-Spirituality-Theology-Dialogue-Engaging/dp/0801031877/ref=pd_sim_b_7#reader_0801031877
http://www.amazon.com/Reframing-Theology-Film-Emerging-Discipline/dp/0801032407/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_z#reader_0801032407
http://www.amazon.com/Eyes-Wide-Open-Looking-Popular/dp/1587432013/ref=pd_sim_b_12#reader_1587432013
http://www.amazon.com/Drama-Handbook-Alison-Siewert-others/dp/0830823646/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365467165&sr=1-1&keywords=Drama+Team+Handbook#reader_0830823646
http://www.amazon.com/God-Through-Looking-Glass-Glimpses/dp/0801057698/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365467193&sr=1-1&keywords=God+Through+the+Looking+Glass%3A+Glimpses+from+the+Arts
http://www.amazon.com/For-Beauty-Church-Casting-Vision/dp/0801071917/ref=pd_sim_b_8#reader_0801071917
http://www.amazon.com/Imagine-Vision-Christians-Steve-Turner/dp/0830822917/ref=sr_1_14?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365465523&sr=1-14&keywords=art+evangelism#reader_0830822917
http://www.amazon.com/Everyday-Theology-Cultural-Interpret-Exegesis/dp/0801031672/ref=pd_sim_b_16#reader_0801031672
http://www.amazon.com/Everyday-Theology-Cultural-Interpret-Exegesis/dp/0801031672/ref=pd_sim_b_16#reader_0801031672
http://bit.ly/TheologiconEpicStory
http://bit.ly/TheologiconEpicStory
https://www.facebook.com/theologicon/?ref=br_rs
https://vimeopro.com/taboradelaide/theologicon/video/246016301
http://bit.ly/TheologiconLogan
http://www.amazon.com/Imagine-Vision-Christians-Steve-Turner/dp/0830822917/ref=sr_1_14?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365465523&sr=1-14&keywords=art+evangelism#reader_0830822917
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2.1 First Thoughts 

Discuss the following: 

 In how many different ways or forms have you seen evangelism through the arts?  

 Why are the arts a particularly powerful vehicle for witness in contemporary western culture? 

 From your experience, what is the greatest weakness (or caution) associated with artistic witness? 

 Have you ever used a “non-Christian” artistic expression as a bridge for the gospel?  

 What artistic talents do you have, and how could you use these to point people to Jesus? 

2.2 Artistically Partnering with God’s Revelatory Work 

 
As we discuss in module 13 of the Malyon Course, “Vocational 
Stewardship” (see pdf uploaded to Moodle), God is at work in 
the world. One of God’s modes is revelatory work. He 
enlightens eyes and discloses truth, making known what is 
naturally hidden (cf. Rom. 16:25-25). He then calls us to 
participate in this work, especially in the way we communicate 
the gospel. In our particularly noisy age, this task takes wisdom. 
 
 

Biblically defined, the word revelation is not principally about foretelling what will happen in the future. 
Rather, it is a prophetic unveiling of what is happening right now, seen from a heavenly perspective.  
Pulling back the curtain, as it were.  
 
God is at work around us, challenging sin and promoting shalom, 
if only we have the eyes to see. We join this revelatory work as 
we make explicit what is obscure to the spiritually blind. 
Ultimately, we are called to make known not simply facts about 
the world, but the face of truth itself. It is, after all, the personal 
revelation of Jesus Christ in which we participate, through the 
power of the Spirit. 
 
So, then, how do we make something invisible apparent to 
another person who cannot see—or doesn’t want to notice? 
Beyond conveying the details in a purely descriptive fashion, what 
does it take to help another get the meaning behind the events? 
Think about the ministry of Nathan the Prophet, confronting King 

David over his adultery via the tale of a vulnerable lamb. 
Or, recall Jesus’ communication with the children of Israel 
(Mt 13:34-35). To those wanting to draw near, such 
approaches unveil. To the hard of heart, such approaches 
intentionally mask the truth, preventing you from 
throwing pearls before swine (Mt 13:10-17). 
 
In a surreal key, consider the work of Salvador Dali, 
illustrating the relative and personal nature of time in 
paintings such as “The Persistence of Memory” (1931).  
Art is a window to the unseen above and within. 

https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=17719
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Persistence_of_Memory
https://www.flickr.com/photos/johanroed/3163039837
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Just as all knowledge of an immaterial 
God is analogical—moving from the 
known to the unknown, by way of 
analogy (God is a house, water, a 
fountain, Father, etc.)—this revelatory 
labour calls us to employ proverbs, 
parables, symbols, allegories and 
more.1 Ultimately, we are called to be 
story-tellers for the kingdom.2 
 
Being a messenger of the gospel, then, 
requires us to manufacture metaphors 
and paint Christ-centred pictures.  
 
 

For many postmoderns, talk of “witness” cause them to glaze 
over. It’s all about words, right? And you feel tongue tied like 
Moses, looking for your evangelistic brother Aaron to confront 
the workplace Pharaohs and pitch Christ to your non-Christian 
colleague. If that’s what you’re thinking, though, you may need 
to re-read my intro above!  
 
You see, Jesus used stories, metaphors, allegories, parables and 
more. As Michael Erard (2015) brilliantly explains in his article 
here, we “see through words”. As a “metaphor designer”, Erard 
“isn’t trying to make something beautiful. [Rather, he] wants to 
change your view on things.”  
 
Understanding the nature of communication—senders, 
receivers, and encoded messages drawing on sign systems— 
it’s no stretch to see how the revealing of Christ can be carried 
by creative expression.  

                                                           
1 The classic text making this point is George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors We Live By (Chicago, IL: Univ. of 
Chicago Press, 2003). For how analogy and metaphor relate to each other, in turn relating to truth, see Eric Steinhart, 
“Analogical Truth Conditions for Metaphors,” Metaphor and Symbolic Activity 9, iss. 3 (1994), 161-178, online here. 
For the role and relationship of images, desire, embodiment and story in our Christian vocation, see James K. A. Smith, 
Imagining the Kingdom: How Worship Works (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013), building upon his earlier 
book, Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2009). 
Similarly, for how this relates to our understanding of God, witness and the world of work, see Robert Banks, God the 
Worker: Journeys into the Mind, Heart and Imagination of God (Sutherland, NSW: Albatross Books, 1992), also Walter 
Brueggeman, The Prophetic Imagination (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2001). All of these sources are shaped by the 
incredibly rich thought of Paul Ricoeur in texts such as his Essays on Biblical Interpretation, ed. Lewis S. Mudge 
(Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1980); The Conflict of Interpretations: Essays in Hermeneutics, ed. Don Ihde 
(Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 1974); Figuring the Sacred: Religion, Narrative, and Imagination, ed. 
Mark I. Wallace (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1995); The Symbolism of Evil (New York: Harper & Row, 1967); and 
Ricoeur’s 3 volume exploration of Time and Narrative (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984, 1985, 1988). 

2 See Sunday talk #2 on “The Sign of the Beggar” (delivered by David Benson at Kenmore Baptist Church, Brisbane, 
2010), on the Traverse site here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlfNM4hgOk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlfNM4hgOk4
https://aeon.co/essays/how-to-build-a-metaphor-to-change-people-s-minds
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1207/s15327868ms0903_1
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlfNM4hgOk4
http://www.dialogueaustralasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/Leunig-April-2015.pdf
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I’m talking about art. 
 
 
If you’re still not convinced, and this is your field, read Michael 
Leunig’s brilliant 2015 address here, exploring the intersection of 
“Spirituality, Art and Innocence”. Leunig identifies the dearth of 
meaningful and hopeful communication as the death of modern art. 
Instead he calls artists to tap into deeper, spiritual wells, out of 
which they may bring life to the world. Sounds like an opening for 
inspired artists to share Christ with the world.  
… Or, for an edgy take, watch the trailer for “Banksy does New York” 
here. This is prophetic style revelation, as explored by Walter 
Brueggeman in his 2001 book, The Prophetic Imagination. 
 
Thinking particularly on the power of art as a vehicle for 
communicating the gospel, consider these quotes: 
 
The church is called to live out a story that can make a difference. It is a story that can ignite the 
imagination and bring the joy of hope and promise out of the dust of social and personal despair.  
[T]he arts are an efficient helper to assist in reshaping the imagination and opening a window onto the 
grand vista of God’s redemptive purposes in Christ. 
 

Redeeming the Arts: The Restoration of the Arts to God’s Creational Intention,  
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization 2004, p. 31 

 

Arts can be used as: 
• a bridge to the spiritual 
• a reflection of divine beauty 
• an echo of divine creativity 

 
H Brand and A Chaplin, 2007, Art and Soul: Signposts for Christians in the Arts, 2d ed,  

Piquant Editions, Downers Grove, IL pp. 88-95  
 
[The Arts] can get beyond non-Christians’ defence mechanisms and help them admit they don’t have it all 
together…. Evangelists … will find that as they seek ways to love the lost, art can speak in an experiential 
way that appeals not just to the rational but also to the intuitive and emotional realms of the soul.  
Art will not necessarily explain, but it can evoke. …      
 
When art gets mixed into evangelism, the art often becomes clichéd and the evangelism cheesy and 
forced.... [E]ven when we hope and work to make art that will engage people with the gospel, we can miss 
the mark. We’ve all seen that badly crafted or misplaced art can turn people off to the good news.  
Can we hope for something better? Yes! The relationship between art and evangelism holds incredible 
power to draw lost people into the arms of the Father.  

       Jenny Vaughn Hall in A Siewert, ed., 2003, Drama Team Handbook, 
InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, pp. 31-33 

 
 

 

http://www.dialogueaustralasia.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/Leunig-April-2015.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzPGOCYET9Y


Art, Power & Prayer Module 10-6    EM324/524-D 

2.2.1 Graffing for God, with James Alley 

**Unfortunately distance students won’t have access to what James shares. So, read through the notes 
that follow, watch James share here, & check out how Krosswerdz hip-hop crew is mixing gospel and the 
arts, and work through class activity 10.1 to help evaluate artistic witness, and apply it to your setting.** 

 
With that lengthy introduction over, let me  introduce you to James Alley.  
 
James is a brilliant graphic artist, who established Metagraphics studio.  

You may recognise his work in a few 
of the evangelistic tracts we have put together such as the  
“big story” here, the Traverse website here, and themed walls in 
Malyon College’s classrooms. 
 
Whether creating illustrations for children’s books, constructing 
logos, painting murals and more, James continues to explore the 
communication of truth, brokenness and beauty through images 
such as ravens, scarlet threads, and skulls. In the process, he 
provokes questions, and starts conversations that point to Jesus. 
 
֍ What symbols, metaphors and images have you found to be 
the most potent vehicles for communicating the gospel?  
How can you more intentionally use art and story to share the 
gospel with our visually oriented culture?  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***WATCH THIS 8 MINUTE TALK ABOVE AND 
THEN THIS 5 MINUTE KROSSWERDZ VIDEO** 
 
James has partnered with hip-hop outfit 
Krosswerdz (web here; facebook here; 
youtube here), another amazing example 
of how to share the gospel in a poetic 
way, this time through music. [While it’s 
put together by a different artist named 
Propaganda, check out his 5 minute 
gospel message here.] 
 

http://www.metagraphics.com.au/murals-brisbane/
https://vimeo.com/187141741
http://www.youtube.com/user/Krosswerdz
http://www.metagraphics.com.au/
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/epic-story-tracts/
http://traverse.org.au/
https://vimeo.com/187141741
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR5kuzfrDsg
http://www.krosswerdz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/krosswerdz
https://www.youtube.com/user/Krosswerdz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyYFxp7apl4
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/epic-story-tracts/
http://www.metagraphics.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR5kuzfrDsg
https://vimeo.com/187141741
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With Krosswerdz, 
they mesh beats and 
graffs … see here for 
some amazing 
murals.  
 
 
 
 

Here’s some of what James shared with me, in an email from January 10, 2014.  
It gives you a taste of how his work as an artist and his witness for Christ fuse: 
 
“Ministry wise things are good. I've mostly been supporting Krosswerdz. We had a hip hop conference in 
Sydney a few months back and we took some young guys down. I was blessed to be able to lead two of 
these guys in their first steps of faith (and first EVER prayers to God!). That was really exciting. We're also 
seeing some good discipleship happening. I've attached a photo of a piece myself and two Christian graff 
writers knocked up yesterday in Deception Bay. The piece says FOOLISHNESS and is taken from:  
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 
 
 
 
We paraphrased the 
scripture beside it to 
"The message of the 
crucifixion is 
foolishness to those 
who are rotting" 
 
 

 
D Bay is a pretty rough area, and the 2 guys I did it with 
are youth workers in the area. They are also pretty keen 
& gifted evangelists. We painted a month ago and it 
generated a lot of talk amongst the graff/skate/drug 
community there. So we thought this would be an 
interesting way to stimulate some faith based 
conversations and build bridges. The wall is in a very 
prominent spot on a main road.  
 
We are planning to at some point do 6 murals over a 
period of 6 months that explore the gospel using the 
‘big story’ framework. Designed for good, damaged by 
evil etc... then a culmination of all 5 as the finale.” 
 
 

http://www.krosswerdz.com/#!slideshow/c1cf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=166&v=iQe0KOlgho8
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Before we wrap up the first session of this 
module, let me share a few thoughts to 
address a question potentially lurking in 
the back of your mind. Some of James’s 
graphic witness is through his work. But … 
 
This idea of evangelising through any 
vocation may make your guts turn.  
 
There is a real danger that you will 
ethically overstep the boundaries of your 
profession. You may sacrifice the quality of 
your work. You may pervert the product of 
your labours, reducing it to little more 
than cheap marketing. 
 
And this danger is most real in the arts. 
 
I agree that we should “make the most of 
every opportunity”. But, this shouldn’t 
come at the cost of your vocational 

integrity. First and foremost, we serve Christ on our frontline by being disciplined in the craft and excellent 
at what we do. With this in mind, you may find my email interaction with artist Deb Mostert of interest, 
from September 23, 2013 …  
 
Deb asked my opinion on a quote from Hans Rookmaaker’s important book, Art Needs No Justification: 
“When art is used as a tool for evangelism, it is often insincere and second-rate, devalued to the level of 
propaganda. I would call this a form of prostitution, a misuse of ones talent” (Rookmaaker 1982, 111). 
 
James and I have had similar conversations, about why so-called “Christian” movies are so cliché—hardly 
befitting the God whose infinite creativity spawned a universe teeming with life from nought.  
 
Initially, I was tempted to respond with some generic and very helpful principles from Thiessen (2011) on 
the Ethics of Evangelism, which is well worth checking out. Upon reflection, I decided to engage the 
concern head on, as related to the arts. Hopefully you can find some relevance to your particular vocation. 
 
What, then, did I make of Rookmaaker’s contention? What might this mean for a professional artist 
wanting to integrate faith, work and witness, without degrading her expression in an industry full of anti-
religious secularists and hedonists. Deb asked if I thought Rookmaaker was right. Here’s my response: 
 
There’s something solid to what he says, but it’s definitely overstated ... Rookmaaker isn't saying that art 
in evangelism is intrinsically misuse ... just that it often is. Obviously it depends what ‘art’ is. Does ‘art’ 
have its own ontological (existence) identity? If so, and only then, could one say that it is 'prostitued' 
(which implies misuse of purpose in a cheapening way). 
 
So, art involves re-presentation, symbolism, a drawing into life ... was Jesus prostituting 'stories' by his 
evangelistic parables? I don't think so. Besides which, you could argue that 'evangelism' has more of a 
meaningful identity than abstract art, so perhaps it's not inappropriate for the lesser to bend to the 
agenda of the greater. 
 

http://www.debmostertartist.com.au/bio/
http://dickstaub.com/staublog/art-needs-no-justification-preface-intro-chapter-one-hans-rookmaaker/
http://www.vox.com/2015/2/15/8038283/christian-movies-bad-old-fashioned-fifty-shades
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=8600
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I do think, though, that ‘art’ in evangelism easily becomes 
‘propaganda’ ... I would see some key indicators as when the multi-
layered rich meaning, or quality, or invitation for an open 
interpretation by the onlooker, is sacrificed for a simplistic one-size-
fits-all interpretation ... something about ‘art’ (at least something 
purporting to be art) has been compromised at that point. 
 
So, take Directions Musical Company. I think from the perspective of 
evangelism that this is good contextualisation. Granted, others may do 
it much better re: stage performance, etc., but they're not 
compromising their ability to produce quality in the process of making 
this art form. (Though, granted, it's perhaps less artistic and multi-
layered in order to be accessible to a diverse audience, given that a 
major underlying purpose is evangelistic ... is this much different to 
Hollywood movies, though - perhaps more entertainment to make 
money than 'art' - but this then seems a tad high-brow.) 
 
So, two recomendations for further reading, the second of which is really worth engaging: 
 
1. For the Lausanne Evangelism statement on use of the arts in evangelism, see 
https://www.lausanne.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/LOP46_IG17.pdf  (Lausanne Occasional 
Paper #46: Redeeming the Arts: The Restoration of the Arts to God’s Creational Intention) and 
https://www.lausanne.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/LOP48_IG19.pdf (Lausanne Occasional 
Paper #48: Media and Technology—The Rainbow, the Ark & the Cross) 
 
2. For John Stackhouse's (my former Professor at Regent) reflection on "The Shack" (book) and 
whether it is art or propaganda (very good and not too long a piece) see 
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/04/the-shack-1-in-defense-of-ideological-fiction/ ("in 
defense of ideological fiction"). (Less relevant—moving into a theological critique of the shack itself-- 
but perhaps of interest, see parts 2, 3, and 4.) … His mp3 course “The Ethics of Film-Making”, 
lecturing alongside world-class producer Ralph Winter (from Star Trek, X-Men and more) deals with 
related themes in more depth … ten hours of brilliant, provocative discussion I’ve uploaded here. I’ve 
rights to share it around, but even better yet, buy your own copy from www.regentaudio.com. 
 
Hope this helps – great question to explore :) dave 
 

2.2.2 Directions Musical Company: Evangelism through Performing Arts 

In previous iterations of this course, I’ve had Pastor Barb Peck, from 
Riverife Baptist Church, share about Directions Musical Company as a 
means of artistic evangelisation. While it ceased as a ministry in 2014, it 
remains a powerful example of the art of witness. If the performing arts 
are your passion, explore 30 years of Directions in 6 minutes here, and 
check out the Moodle handout and powerpoint on “Evangelism and the 
Performing Arts at KBC”. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/128842312
https://www.lausanne.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/LOP46_IG17.pdf
https://www.lausanne.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/LOP48_IG19.pdf
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/04/the-shack-1-in-defense-of-ideological-fiction/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/05/the-shack-2-some-theological-concerns-part-1/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/06/the-shack-3-theological-concerns-part-2/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/07/the-shack-3-some-celebrations/
https://www.regentaudio.com/products/the-ethics-of-filmmaking
http://www.mediafire.com/?xbyyae1849gim
http://www.regentaudio.com/
https://vimeo.com/128842312
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Reflection Activities 10.1-10.2  
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related 
boxes in the unit guide. 
 
#10.1 From Class Activity 10.1 above, in which aspect (e.g. incarnational, Spirit-led, prophetic 
denunciation of that which is anti-Kingdom, etc.) is this artistic witness the strongest?  
How might you use this in your context? 
 
#10.2 From Class Activity 10.1 above, in which aspect is this artistic witness the weakest?  
How could you change it for greater effectiveness? 

2.3 Looking for God in Arts Outside the Church 

Okay, switch off your i-Pod so you can concentrate for a 
moment. Music. How important is it? Perhaps Generation 
Y (those currently 14-27 years of age) gives us an 
indication of the role music plays in our everyday lives. 
Music comes in second only to “friends” as the top source 
of adolescent peace and happiness. Music provides the 
soundtrack to our lives—ninety percent of youth listen to 
music everyday, averaging over two hours. So, if you want 
some insights into culture—or a launching point for an 
interesting spiritual conversation—then perhaps you 
should start with today’s poets dominating the pop-charts. 

Now, I could choose some of the crap that’s circulating to 
highlight how twisted our culture has become—Katie Perry’s, I Kissed a Girl, 

comes quickly to mind—but how about we start with the good. You see, with any 
culture we engage, we should ask ourselves four questions:                         

 
(1) What can I commend? 

 (2) What must I challenge?              
 (3) What barriers must be removed for our culture to effectively hear the gospel?          

(4) What bridges offer a point of contact? 

Class Activity 10.1 - *Distance Students* 
#1. Explore James Alley’s work, and watch one of the Krosswerdz clips here, particularly this clip here.  

#2. Refer back to the theological 
foundation of mission and evangelism 
in the 21st Century (motivation, mode, 
message, medium) … 

a. In which aspect (e.g. incarnational,  
Spirit-led, prophetic denunciation of that 
which is anti-Kingdom, etc.) is this  
artistic witness the strongest?  
How might you use this in your context? 

b. In which aspect is this artistic witness 
the weakest? How could you change it 
for greater effectiveness? 

https://vimeo.com/187141741
http://www.youtube.com/user/Krosswerdz
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR5kuzfrDsg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR5kuzfrDsg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.amazon.com/Eyes-Wide-Open-Looking-Popular/dp/1587432013/ref=pd_sim_b_12#reader_1587432013
http://www.amazon.com/Matrix-Meanings-finding-culture-Engaging/dp/080102417X/ref=pd_sim_b_2#reader_080102417X
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The Apostle Paul is a great model in Acts 17, as he seeks to 
understand Athens before engaging the Areopagus. And it 
was in the lyrics of Greece’s favourite poets (Aratus and 
Cleanthes) that he found evidence of a spiritual quest for 
an “unknown God”: “‘In him we live and move and have 
our being,’ as even some of your own poets have said, ‘for 
we are indeed his offspring.’” 
 
So, with the “shape” article above still fresh in your mind—
re: the message of Jesus as the King calling us to lay down 
our weapons and realign with His Kingdom—check out 
“Viva la Vida” here.  

Perhaps our culture’s most popular poets are Coldplay. 
This clip has been viewed nearly 6 million times. Study the 
symbolism. Watch the words. And tell me there’s not a 
deeper message. Your thoughts?3 

I used to rule the world 
Seas would rise when I gave the word 
Now in the morning I sleep alone  
Sweep the streets I used to own 
I used to roll the dice  
Feel the fear in my enemy's eyes  
Listen as the crowd would sing:  
“Now the old king is dead!  
Long live the king!"  
One minute I held the key  
Next the walls were closed on me 
And I discovered that my castles stand  
Upon pillars of salt, and pillars of sand 
 
I hear Jerusalem bells are ringing  
Roman calvary choirs are singing 
Be my mirror, my sword and shield  
My missionaries in a foreign field 
For some reason I can't explain  
Once you know there was never 
Never an honest word  
That was when I ruled the world 
 
It was the wicked and wild wind  
Blew down the doors to let me in 
Shattered windows and the sound of drums  
People couldn't believe what I'd become 
Revolutionaries wait  
For my head on a silver plate 
Just a puppet on a lonely string 
Oh, who would ever want to be king? 

                                                           
3 I only put the chorus, in italics, once. In the full version, the third line in the stanza reads “For some reason I can't 

explain / I know Saint Peter won't call my name.” But, in the very last chorus, it reverses:  “I know Saint Peter will call 
my name.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvgZkm1xWPE&list=RDdvgZkm1xWPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvgZkm1xWPE&list=RDdvgZkm1xWPE
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On a different note, moving from music to movies … 

Okay, I’m aware that movies date fast (though 2004 isn’t that 
long ago if you’re getting out a good video to watch with 
friends!). But the introductory chapter of “Finding God in the 
Movies” alone is worth the price of the book.  

Barsotti and Johnston go beyond cherry picking scenes from 
movies to make tenuous Christian links. Instead, they give us a 
theological frame for understanding stories, criteria for what 
makes a powerful movie, and useful tools for unpacking the 
heart of any story.  

They then work through 33 movies—many of them relatively 
timeless—to draw out gospel links and conversation starters. 
For any movie buffs out there, this may be a stepping stone to 
taking something you love and using it as an unpretentious 
signpost pointing people to Jesus. 

For more on the arts, see the Malyon course, “Christian 
Worldview” on the Traverse website, under Module 12.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://traverse.org.au/base/christian-worldview/
http://traverse.org.au/base/christian-worldview/
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3.  TESTIMONY/TIPS/PRAYER/CHALLENGE | DEBRIEF READINGS 

Class Activity 10.2: “The Staples” – stuff we do each week 
Testimony: _______________ is sharing their story this session …  
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. A testimony is simply sharing 
   What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life  
                                    + How life has changed 
 

Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off 
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question: 
                               “What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?” 

Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …4  
 “I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”              “I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.” 
  “Guilty . . . but now liberated.”                              “Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.” 
  “Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”                        … See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126 

Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY:  Designed for good  Damaged by evil  
               Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right 
 

Tips: ______________ is sharing this session about evangelism with _______________ 
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic 
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.). 

❖ Describe the Group and your involvement with them 
❖ Tell one story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer: 

o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel? 
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group? 
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them? 
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group? 
o Any other thoughts or illustrations? 

❖ At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness 
  

Prayer: 
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God 
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led. 
 

Challenge: Last module = ‘Big Issue’ Conversation *or* Workplace Witness  
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when 
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or 
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning 
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief. 

                                                           
4 Here’s my attempt: “Jesus is good news to me because I’m an annoying “why” kinda’ guy. Ever since I was a kid, I 
loved to ask why, and wanted to make sense of why the world is the way it is. My dad came to faith through facing the 
toughest questions (origins, meaning, morality, destiny), and so he encouraged me to think. The more questions of 
the Bible, and Jesus that I asked, the more it made sense. But it wasn’t until I was 21 and had a spinal injury, becoming 
virtually quadriplegic, that I found this belief move from head to heart. As I prayed, God was closer than my wife’s 
hugs, and spoke through a friend that within 10 days I would be able to walk again. Against medical predictions, this 
happened exactly on the 10th day. If any worldview is true, it should at least make sense of science and love—the way 
the world is, and the heart of our existence. In Jesus I’ve met and experienced the Creator and logic that makes the 
universe hang together, and I’ve found a personal God who steps into my brokenness and deals with my issues in love, 
paying for my wrongs. Logic, Love … Jesus ties these two together and offers the way, the truth, and the life, making 
sense and meaning out of an otherwise confusing and empty existence.” 
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To help you process the readings, the following questions and thoughts are what strike me.  
How would you answer these kinds of questions? 

John Wimber, “Power Evangelism,” pp. 75-94 
 
 When was a time you felt the Spirit’s prompting to share? (Cf. Acts 5:1-11) 
 
 Why has “power evangelism” been especially prominent “during period of great 
missionary expansion and renewal throughout church history”?  
Why might our times be one such period? 
 

“By power evangelism I mean a presentation of the gospel that is rational but that 
also transcends the rational (though it is in no way ‘irrational’ or anti-rational). The 
explanation of the gospel—the clear proclamation of the finished work of Christ on the 

cross—comes with a demonstration of God’s power through signs and wonders. Power 
evangelism is a spontaneous, Spirit-inspired, empowered presentation of the gospel. Power evangelism is 
preceded and undergirded by demonstrations of God’s presence, and frequently results in groups of people 
being saved. Signs and wonders do not save; only Jesus and his substitutionary work on the cross saves. 

Through these encounters people experience the presence and power of God. Usually this takes the form 
of words of knowledge …, healing, prophecy, and deliverance from evil spirits. In power evangelism, 
resistance to the gospel is overcome by the demonstration of God’s power, and receptivity to Christ’s claims 
is usually very high.” 

 
  “Yet if power evangelism is in the Bible, why don’t we see more of it today?” 

“Power evangelism is flourishing in non-technological countries. People living in these countries are often 
animists. That is, they believe there are actual spirits that hold people in bondage, and the supernatural 

power of the Holy Spirit is needed to break their hold.” 
 
 “Because many Western Christians feel inhibited about practising power evangelism, their effectiveness 
is blunted. This leaves them ineffective in dealing with people who have problems with demons, illness and 
serious sin.” How could we each grow in comfortability and confidence in this evangelistic expression?  
 
 Wimber discovered “power evangelism” by personal experience, but even more so by answering three 
questions: “How did Jesus evangelise? … How did Jesus commission the disciples?  
… How did the disciples evangelise?” In your own study, what patterns emerge? 

Class Activity 10.3 – Readings Debrief 
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following: 

         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 
 
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion. The aim is to ground the readings and apply 
them to one’s life in general and ministry context in particular. This is the ideal time to bring up whatever 
is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy! 
 
N.B. For modules 1-10, I’ve set up a FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) to outline your two hours 
of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. This is a great tie 
in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment on what others post, 
and let’s get the conversation going. Some great ideas may flow from this kind of dialogue. 

http://www.amazon.com/Power-Evangelism-Hodder-Christian-Paperbacks/dp/0340561270/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365480731&sr=1-1&keywords=power+evangelism#reader_0340561270
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“Wherever Jesus went … First, proclamation: he preached repentance and the good news of the kingdom of 
God. Second, demonstration: he cast out demons, healed the sick, raised the dead—which proved he was 
the presence of the kingdom, the Anointed One.” (Cf. Matt. 4:23-5, 9:35-6.) 
 (Re: the disciples continuing this discipleship model, see Acts 7; 8:26-40; 9:10-10.) 
 
“The key to their advancing the kingdom of God was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. When the 
Spirit came on them, the disciples received God’s power. Now they were able to do works of power and to 
preach with power.” 
 
“There are at least ten kinds of phenomena in the book of Acts that produced evangelistic growth in the 
church. In nine instances they are specifically called ‘signs and wonders’. They include healing, expelling 
demons, resuscitation of the dead, sounds ‘like the blowing of a violent wind’ from heaven, fire over the 
heads of people, tongues, and being transported from one place to another. Acts 2:42-7, 4:32-5 and 5:12-14 
summarise the disciples’ ministry in a fashion similar to Matthew 4:23-5, a passage that summarises Christ’s 
ministry. Acts 5:12-14 says, ‘The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people 
. . . [And] more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.’ In the 
book of Acts there are fourteen instances where both apostles and non-apostles preached, performed works 
of power, and saw significant church growth.” 
 
 “Key to [an exercise of faith for miracles such as healing, words of knowledge, and so on] was learning 
how to know when God’s unction or anointing had come for a task like healing in a particular situation.” 
What does this look like in practice? 
 
 Jesus used miracles to validate his ministry (in particular his Messianic identity)—see Luke 7:22. It also 
appears that Jesus spent more time healing and casting out demons than preaching. Wimber also notes 
that “the early church was effective because it understood evangelism as testifying to the fact that Christ 
was the fulfilment of the promise of the Messiah, with powerful demonstrations of the kingdom of God 
that confirmed his message. … ‘”As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” He then breathed the 
Holy Spirit on them (John 20:21-2; cf. John 14:11-12).” Is this a fair criteria to validate our ministry today? 
Why, or why not? 

 
Mark Stibbe, “Prophetic Evangelism,” (21pp) 
 
 “Prophetic Evangelism is simply God using revelatory phenomena to speak to the 
hearts of those who don’t know Jesus.” In your theology, is this a legitimate approach 
to witness? Why, or why not? And have you seen (or practiced) this form of 
evangelism? 
 
 Using the story of Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10:1-16, 44-46), how do we see both 
prophetic evangelism in Type A (you get a word about the other) or Type B (they 
directly receive revelation from Jesus through the Spirit).  

 
 Experiences with prophetic evangelism are commonly reported in majority (‘third’) world settings, 

closed countries (often Islamic), and among those with a strong bent toward spirituality (New Age).  
Why do you think this is the case, and what are the implications for where our culture is at and headed? 
 
“Revelatory phenomena have a power to fascinate people for their own sake. When that happens, prophecy can so 
easily become the focus of a Christian's or a church's mission. But gifts like prophecy should never be the centre of 
our priorities. The gospel is the central priority. Gifts like prophecy revolve around that one fixed centre. They exist 

to serve the proclamation of the Good News that Jesus died for our sins on the Cross.” (Stibbe, p20) 
 
 Why is this such an important balancing statement? What (if any) role does prophetic evangelism play in 
your church circles, and how can you keep the gospel as the “main thing”? 

http://www.amazon.com/Prophetic-Evangelism-Mark-Stibbe/dp/1860244572/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365480638&sr=1-2&keywords=prophetic+evangelism#reader_B004OYTPFO
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4.  SPIRIT-EMPOWERED WITNESS 

Resource 10.2  
You may find some of the following web-pages and links helpful: 

 LOP 45: Religious and Non-Religious Spirituality in the Western World (“New Age”) 

 LOP 42: Prayer in Evangelism 

 Check out a number of Darren Wilson’s DVD journeys (featuring Jason Westerfield) into God’s 
miraculous work on the streets and around the world: Holy Ghost | Finger of God |  
Furious Love | Father of Lights … and listen to an interview with Darren here and here 

 For some examples of power evangelism (particularly attached to the miraculous), see these 
youtube clips (click the links): Healing @ Disneyland | Todd White on the streets part 1 & 2 | 
Video series from Randy Clark “The God Squad” 1 & 2  

 “SIGN September2009 empowered witness” on Moodle, Module 10, Extra Resources … a 
number of articles I’ve [Dave B] put together on what it means to witness in the Spirit 

Also, check out these books for some insights into a Spirit-Empowered Witness: 

Baker, Heidi G. Compelled by Love. Lake Mary, Fla: Charisma House, 2008.  

Baker, Heidi G., and Rolland Baker. Expecting Miracles: True Stories of God's Supernatural Power 
and How You Can Experience It. Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 2007. 

Blasi, Jean Krisle. Prophetic Fishing: Evangelism in the Power of the Spirit.  
Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 2008. 

Clark, Randy. Evangelism Unleashed. S.l: Distributed by Amazon Digital Services, 2011. 

Clark, Randy. Power, Holiness, and Evangelism: Rediscovering God's Purity, Power, 
and Passion for the Lost. Shippensburg, Penn: Destiny Image, 1999. 

Dedmon, Kevin. The Ultimate Treasure Hunt: A Guide to Supernatural Evangelism Through 
Supernatural Encounters. Shippensburg, Penn: Destiny Image Pub., Inc, 2007. [Training manual here] 

Hetland, Leif. Seeing Through Heaven's Eyes: A World View That Will Transform Your Life. 
Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2011. 

Johnson, Bill. When Heaven Invades Earth. Destiny Image Pub, 2010. 

Overstreet, Chris. A Practical Guide to Evangelism-Supernaturally.  
Shippensburg, Pa: Destiny Image Pub., Inc, 2011. 

Smith, Sean. Prophetic Evangelism: Empowering a Generation to Seize Their Day.  
Shippenburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2004. 

Stibbe, Mark. Prophetic Evangelism: When God Speaks to Those Who Don't Know Him.  
Bletchley, Milton Keynes: Authentic, 2004. 

Wilson, Darren. Furious Love DVD. Elgin, Ill.: Wanderlust Productions, 2010. 

Wimber, John, and Kevin Springer. Power Evangelism, 2d ed. Ventura, Calif: Regal, 2009. 

Wimber, John, and Kevin Springer. Power Healing. San Francisco: HarperOne, 2003. 

N.b. Robert Coleman in chapter 4 “Impartation” (pp65-72) of The Master Plan of Evangelism  
(Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell, 1972), considers the impartation of the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ 
disciples as prerequisite to being sent out for their evangelistic mission in the world. This classic 
treatment is conservative, yet no less radical than Wimber’s call to power evangelism. 

 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/religious-non-religious-spirituality-western-world-lop-45
https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/prayer-evangelism-lop-42
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yq_NL7Ofj9k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeghFM0SL6Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdrBsL7PZ2g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKpPVkHlDQU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSiTnN3uU3g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=of-F0EZdKVM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rpdoge4KSug
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCM4VF42isc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct0XaP7lUvQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFn4OVGnVMI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPfgs1tW67w
http://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=8612
https://issuu.com/nikanddaveabroad/docs/sign_september2009
http://www.amazon.com/Compelled-Love-change-through-simple/dp/1599793512/ref=pd_sim_b_13#reader_1599793512
http://www.amazon.com/Expecting-Miracles-Stories-Supernatural-Experience/dp/0800794346/ref=pd_sim_b_3#reader_0800794346
http://www.amazon.com/Expecting-Miracles-Stories-Supernatural-Experience/dp/0800794346/ref=pd_sim_b_3#reader_0800794346
http://www.amazon.com/Prophetic-Fishing-Evangelism-Spirit-ebook/dp/B00B858A8K/ref=sr_1_fkmr1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365483363&sr=1-3-fkmr1&keywords=Dutch+Sheets+prayer+evangelism#reader_B00B858A8K
http://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-Unleashed-ebook/dp/B006MGW5PY/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482738&sr=1-2&keywords=Randy+Clark+evangelism#reader_B006MGW5PY
http://www.amazon.com/Power-Holiness-Evangelism-Rediscovering-Power/dp/1560433450/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482547&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=Randy+Clarke+evangelism#reader_1560433450
http://www.amazon.com/Power-Holiness-Evangelism-Rediscovering-Power/dp/1560433450/ref=sr_1_sc_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482547&sr=1-1-spell&keywords=Randy+Clarke+evangelism#reader_1560433450
http://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Treasure-Hunt-Supernatural-Evangelism/dp/0768426022/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482194&sr=1-1&keywords=treasure+hunt+evangelism#reader_0768426022
http://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Treasure-Hunt-Supernatural-Evangelism/dp/0768426022/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482194&sr=1-1&keywords=treasure+hunt+evangelism#reader_0768426022
http://www.amazon.com/T-N-T-Treasure-Hunters-Training-Empowered-Supernatural/dp/0768441196/ref=pd_sim_b_7
http://www.amazon.com/Seeing-Through-Heavens-Eyes-Transform/dp/0768440149/ref=pd_sim_b_22#reader_B005JSDV7W
http://www.amazon.com/When-Heaven-Invades-Earth-Johnson/dp/0768429528/ref=pd_sim_b_8#reader_0768429528
http://www.amazon.com/A-Practical-Guide-Evangelism-Supernaturally/dp/0768438276/ref=pd_sim_b_15#reader_0768438276
http://www.amazon.com/Prophetic-Evangelism-Empowering-Generation-Seize/dp/076842335X/ref=sr_1_fkmr1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365481701&sr=1-1-fkmr1&keywords=Prophetic+Evangelism%3A+When+God+Speaks+to+Those+Who+Don%27t+Know+Him#reader_076842335X
http://www.amazon.com/Prophetic-Evangelism-Mark-Stibbe/dp/1860244572/ref=pd_sim_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Furious-Love-Wanderlust-Productions/dp/B003KOPF80/ref=pd_sim_b_6
http://www.amazon.com/Power-Evangelism-Hodder-Christian-Paperbacks/dp/0340561270/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365480731&sr=1-1&keywords=power+evangelism#reader_0340561270
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0060695412/ref=rdr_ext_sb_ti_sims_1#reader_0060695412
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Concerning the Global Spread of Christianity, particularly through Spirit-led movements, see 

Cox, Harvey. Fire From Heaven: The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality and the Reshaping of Religion in 
the 21st Century. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo Press, 2009. 

Cox, Harvey Gallagher. The Future of Faith. New York, NY: HarperOne, 2009. 

Jenkins, Philip. Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity, 3d ed.  
New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

Martin, David. Pentecostalism: The World Their Parish. Oxford [u.a.]: Blackwell, 2006. 

Concerning the importance of prayer and spiritual warfare in evangelism, explore the following: 
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4.1 First Thoughts 

 What have been your experiences of the miraculous as you point people to Jesus? 

 What excites, frightens, inspires, or concerns you most when it comes to the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and an emphasis on “power evangelism”? 

 “The coming of the Spirit is central to the gospel and OT expectations.” Explain. 

 Give one good and one bad example of “power evangelism.” What’s the difference? 
 
By now in this course, you should have a very clear idea of what evangelism is, and how to go about sharing 
the good news. We’ve also seen a number of ways of answering tough questions, bridging to the 
community, expressing God’s concern for justice, and creative use of the arts. 

But if that’s all you’ve got, then you’re still sadly lacking. For the story we share is not primarily about us 
and our actions. Instead, it’s about a passionate God who is wooing a wayward world back to Himself 
through the sweet song of His Spirit. We don’t have what it takes to make this vision a reality.  
But if we jump on board with what God’s doing, anything is possible.  

As God pointed out to despondent Zerubbabel—who was overwhelmed by the size of the task to rebuild 
the temple when all work had stalled—“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit!” says the Lord of 
Hosts (Zechariah 4:6). This is the same Spirit who brought order out of chaos brooding over the primeval 
waters at creation (Genesis 1:2). This is the same Spirit who gave life to dead bones, and resurrected Christ 
to glory (Ezekiel 37:1-14; 1 Corinthians 15). And this is the same Spirit who lives in me (Romans 8:11)! 
Amazing! 

But exactly what does it mean to be a Spirit Empowered Witness? That’s our theme for this session.  

http://www.amazon.com/Fire-Heaven-Pentecostal-Spirituality-Reshaping/dp/0306810492/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365481888&sr=1-2&keywords=%22Fire+from+heaven%22#reader_0306810492
http://www.amazon.com/Fire-Heaven-Pentecostal-Spirituality-Reshaping/dp/0306810492/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365481888&sr=1-2&keywords=%22Fire+from+heaven%22#reader_0306810492
http://www.amazon.com/The-Future-Faith-Harvey-Cox/dp/0061755532/ref=pd_sim_b_12#reader_0061755532
http://www.amazon.com/The-Next-Christendom-Christianity-Trilogy/dp/0199767467/ref=pd_sim_b_4#reader_0199767467
http://www.amazon.com/Pentecostalism-World-Parish-David-Martin/dp/0631231218/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482050&sr=1-2&keywords=david+martin+%2B+pentecostal#reader_0631231218
http://www.amazon.com/Understanding-Spiritual-Warfare-Four-Views/dp/0801039363/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365483244&sr=1-3-fkmr0&keywords=Territorial+Spirits+and+World+Evangelisation%3A+A+Biblical%2C+Historical+and+Missiological+Critique+of+Stra
http://www.amazon.com/Territorial-Spirits-World-Evangelisation-Strategic-Level/dp/1857923995/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365483244&sr=1-1&keywords=Territorial+Spirits+and+World+Evangelisation%3A+A+Biblical%2C+Historical+and+Missiological+Critique+of+St
http://www.amazon.com/Territorial-Spirits-World-Evangelisation-Strategic-Level/dp/1857923995/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365483244&sr=1-1&keywords=Territorial+Spirits+and+World+Evangelisation%3A+A+Biblical%2C+Historical+and+Missiological+Critique+of+St
http://www.amazon.com/Pray-Lost-Loved-Points-Series/dp/0830727655/ref=pd_sim_b_12#reader_0830727655
http://www.amazon.com/Intercessory-Prayer-Prayers-Heaven-Earth/dp/0830745165/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365483451&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Dutch+Sheets+prayer+evangelism#reader_0830745165
http://www.amazon.com/Prayer-Evangelism-Spiritual-Climate-Neighborhood/dp/0830723978/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482850&sr=1-1&keywords=prayer+evangelism#reader_0830723978
http://www.amazon.com/Prayer-Evangelism-Spiritual-Climate-Neighborhood/dp/0830723978/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365482850&sr=1-1&keywords=prayer+evangelism#reader_0830723978
http://www.amazon.com/That-None-Should-Perish-Evangelism/dp/0830716904/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_y#reader_0830716904
http://www.amazon.com/Territorial-Spirits-Practical-Strategies-Spiritual/dp/076844067X/ref=pd_sim_b_3#reader_076844067X
http://www.amazon.com/Territorial-Spirits-Practical-Strategies-Spiritual/dp/076844067X/ref=pd_sim_b_3#reader_076844067X
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Let’s explore together.  

Jesus said, “If I, by the power of God, cast out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come.” … so spiritual 
conflict and power encounters were a key sign of the Kingdom of God … e.g. of mass conversions in Europe 

with power-encounters, or in Africa … with pagan move in Western cultures e.g. New Age, etc., then like 
Elijah and the prophets of Ba’al, power evangelism may well be the way the Spirit moves forward. For all 

power and dominion belongs to God, and His Kingdom is violently breaking in. 

“To combat supernatural evil forces, we need the supernatural force of prayer with fasting. It is not that 
one’s regular prayer has no power, but fasting brings a special focus to one’s prayer. In other words, prayer 

with fasting shines the light on Satan’s darkness and his activities. That is why for some things Jesus our 
Lord said, ‘This kind can come forth by nothing but by PRAYER and FASTING’ (Mark 9:29 AV. See also 

Matthew 17:21 AV). Fasting and prayer are vital in the life of Jesus and in the lives of many church leaders. 
Prayer + Fasting = Power over Satan.”—From LOP42 “Prayer in Evangelism” p27. 

4.2 Sharing Stories 

The remainder of this session is unstructured. In it, we will together share our diverse stories and 
perspectives on power evangelism, prayer, and the role of the Spirit’s leading in our witness.  

 
A helpful guide is offered by Olie Boyer (head of Epic Life Project). Olie has shared these pointers for  

“cold conversation” with strangers as you listen to the Spirit, called SALTING 

 

Say Something 

Ask a question 

Listen (for heartfelt need) 

Take the communication deeper 

Invite Jesus in (introduce him or something of  

a spiritual nature into the conversation) 

Note the response – ve or +ve 

Go for the landing 

 

S - Say Something  

Can be anything! 
This is really more about breaking the ice with someone.  
It’s about taking initiative to begin conversation and connect with someone. 
  
You can do this anywhere and everywhere about virtually anything:  
Weather, what people are wearing, surf today or even tomorrow (every surfer wants to know how good it 
will be tomorrow, surf forecasting is actually really handy), the footy, the flies, etc… 
 

 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/prayer-evangelism-lop-42
https://www.facebook.com/oliver.boyer.58
http://www.epiclife.com.au/
http://thebigstory.org.au/


Art, Power & Prayer Module 10-19    EM324/524-D 

A - Ask a Question 

Moves the discussion to something more personal. The question can be as generic or specific as the 
conversation allows. The design of this question should not be a question that can be answered with either 
a yes, no answer or one word answer. These kinds of questions are called binary questions. 
The opposite of a binary style question is an essay style question where the hearer needs to think a little 
more about their answer as it cannot be answered in a one word response. 
 
For e.g “Did you have a good day?’ can be answered with a yes or a no WHEREAS ‘what did you get up to 
today?’ or ‘what have you been up to lately’ gives the opportunity for a more descriptive response. 
 
They could always say ‘not much’ or ‘nothing much, same old same old’ but at least you are looking for 
conversation and having a go. 
 
Remember in the movie The Fisher King there is a quote that goes “a conversation has a life of its own.”  
It refers to the fact that a conversation is organic: it grows, flowers and moves about as it pleases (or as 
much as people are wiling to water it and expose it to light). It also dies in a certain season or conditions 
too. No stress. It’s just the way conversation lives breathes and dies. 
 
With this in mind we can relax about how well or not well a conversation grows and travels. 
Our heart should always be about love for the individual and how we can serve them rather than pushing a 
conversation that is just awkward. 
 

L - Listen for a heartfelt need.  

During the person’s answer to your question(s) it is hoped that a heartfelt need may come out during 
conversation. If not then that’s cool too. The conversation need not go past this point if no need comes to 
the surface. 
 
Needs can be related to: 
Finance, Family, Work, Surf (i.e no surf at Jesus Pro Am), Future and or Direction, Relationships, Hopes, 
Kids, Practical needs, Sickness, Disabilities, Injuries, Confusion, Addictions etc the list is endless.  
 
Jesus says the mouth is like a billboard it advertises what is going on inside (Luke 6:43-45; Matthew 15:16-
20). Hopefully a question will bring to the conversation what is going on in the heart and hopefully that is a 
felt need. 
 
Your availability, and attention will hopefully show yourself to be a willing listener.  
Someone will feel more comfortable sharing if the listener is the things mentioned above. Even it takes 
some time and or a number of conversations over time. This is not a formula and it should be out of a 
genuine love for God and the person we are talking to that we listen, not for the reason of seeking 
permission to say what we want to say. We are listening to serve and speak to serve also. 
 
Note that sometimes the gnarliest, most rebellious sounding people and or the people we find hardest to 
get along with or intimidated by to connect with, are the ones with the biggest billboards that are saying I 
am in need. 
 
NOTE: 
Be aware that there are conversations where this whole need section is not where a conversation starts to 
give opportunity for talking about Jesus. Sometimes simply sharing what you did on the weekend or what 
you do for work or why you are on this team and where it is from gives opportunity to talk about 
Jesus/Christianity/God. You can bypass the steps in SALTING. Salting is not a legalistic formula that needs to 
be followed step by step. It is just a tool. 
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George Gennor on George St. had just 2 questions and witnessed to 146,000 people with his own simple 
method and God used his labour powerfully. Ultimately God is the one who does the work in people’s 
hearts and should get the glory for it. We partner with Him in it. 
 
 Heart, availability and commitment. 
 
MORE ON THE HEART 
It is with the heart that people believe and accept Jesus. This is ultimately a work of the Holy Spirit. We just 
partner with Him in it as I have shared. Why do I share this? 
It’s not just about our clever illustrations and presentations. The Holy Spirit plays the major role in a 
person’s heart. Their softness or lack of softness of heart will either encourage them to respond favorably 
or not. (Cf. Hebrews 3:5-19.) 
 

T - Take the Conversation deeper  

Talk about the heartfelt need. Discuss the need and continue to listen so that you can get an accurate idea 
of what that need is. Share from your own experiences but remember to still listen. 
 
POINT: 
You cannot self-manufacture a concern/compassion for someone. Our conversation is the vehicle of care, 
concern and ultimately service to the person we are listening to. 
  
Jesus looked on the crowd/the person and had compassion on them (Matthew 9:36; 14:4; 18:27; 20:34; 
Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13). In the same way, our compassion for others indicates God’s love in our hearts (1 
John 3:14-19). Our compassion for people is a fruit of our walk with God. It’s a fruit of our revelation of 
Christ’s sacrifice for us.  
 
 AT TIMES 
Don’t be surprised by divine appointments this is often God’s way and we should anticipate them. We 
often can help practically with some of these needs and this is because of God knowing you have 
something to give to a person (practical or conversational). He often organizes people to meet each other 
at a particular time for this purpose.  
 
We often will have an answer and or a personal experience that can help a person find an answer. It is 
amazing how God works! 
 

I - Introduce Jesus to the Conversation 

The beauty of Jesus is that Jesus says that He can meet all need. Phil 4:19. During discussing the need this is 
the step to drop in a line about Jesus/Christianity/God. 
 
Unfortunately before this step is where a lot of us have left our courage.  
Either we do not have any real life examples of how Jesus has helped us in our lives and OR we don’t have a 
deep enough revelation that He can make a real difference to peoples lives and wants to OR we are just 
fearful of rejection (the Bible calls this fear of man and says that it is snare, Proverbs 29:25) 
 
Bringing Jesus into a conversation does not need to be a sermon or an abrupt change to the conversation. 
But just simply and contextually mention Jesus in either how your need was met, or how he was a part of 
meeting that need. 
 
The point of this stage of the tool is to drop in something about Jesus/ Christianity/God and see how open 
and or how hungry someone is to talk about Jesus. 
 
Be bold and don’t be concerned about rejection! Jesus can meet all need and if it can’t happen through you 
there may be someone else or an organisation in the body of Chris that you know that can. 
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N - Note the response 

Is their response positive or negative to your Jesus/Christianity/God input into the conversation? You will 
notice their response by what they say, body language, or their level of interest on your comment.  
If the response is strongly negative then you can stop there and there is nothing lost and just continue to 
talk about their need or something else for that matter. 
 
Don’t be discouraged by a negative reaction though, just be sensitive about how to steer the conversation 
from there. 
There are times that some people have had a bad experience with a church and an opportunity to talk 
about this experience and help with healing is brought up by this reaction.  
 
What is most important is to be obedient to how you feel God is leading you, be careful though not to be 
offended by someone who disagrees with and react by arguing as a result of being offended. THIS 
RESPONSE ONLY MAKES MATTERS WORSE. This is not responding out of God leading us but out of our own 
hurt and pride. Of course we will come across people who oppose us, Jesus, and what He stands for. It is 
the world we live in. Jesus is offensive to some people. We do not need to add to that offense by reacting, 
arguing and judging those that do not respond positively to Jesus because we take on an offense that is 
directed at Jesus or His body or because someone doesn’t agree with us. 
 
Romans 2:4 indicates that it is his loving kindness that leads us to repentance: “Do you have contempt for 
God, who is very kind to you, puts up with you, and deals patiently with you? Don't you realize that it is 
God's kindness that is trying to lead you to him and change the way you think and act?” 
 

Fishers of Men – Explained: 
Jesus called a few of his disciples to become fishers of men (they were already fisherman so this was easy 
for them to identify with, but the truth is that they all became fishers of men, see Matthew 4:19).  
 
In Jesus’ time fishing was done from boats with nets no rod and line here with bait. They didn’t know if the 
fish would be present when they arrived at their fishing location but would throw the net out to see what 
was brought up out of the Sea of Galilee. This SALTING tool is similar to that. We throw the net, 
Jesus/Christianity/God and see what comes out of the mouth and heart of an individual. Our responsibility 
is to throw the net. What happens beneath the water is God’s domain and often it is hard for us to see 
beneath the water and to know what actually is going on under its surface. But God knows. 
 
 Parable of the Sower:  
The attitude of the Sower was to sow generously to the point that some seed feel in traditionally non-field 
like places. Paths, Rocky Ground, Thorn Bushes. SALTING is not about trying to read people’s hearts to 
determine what the quality of the soil is in a person’s heart. Only God can do this accurately. SALTING is 
about being a generous sower and creating as many opportunities as one can to plant seed through 
SALTING. 
 

G - Go Deeper 

If the response is not an overly bad one then the discussion can open up to things of eternal significance 
namely Jesus and His Kingdom. 
 
From here the conversation can go wherever it needs to, keeping in mind that you have talked about how 
to meet their felt need and still may need to link back to this. From here the conversation has great 
opportunity to move more along gospel themes. 
 
Hopefully this conversation will end in someone recognising their sinful condition—recognising that they 
have a need for Jesus in their lives and that they have been hurting themselves, others and God without 
Him and that they now want to start following Jesus. Although often at times this may not be the case. 
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 Concluding Note:  
SALTING is primarily about introducing yourself as a believer in Jesus and introducing the person of Jesus 
and His Kingdom (what it is like to be a part of this community that Jesus leads). Meeting felt needs are just 
a vehicle that displays Jesus nature and character and what His Kingdom is like and this in itself is out of an 
overflow with our own relationship with the Lord who is our source of love (for others), wisdom and 
guidance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, as needs arise—particularly physical needs—you may find the following chart (next page) helpful.  
It’s produced by Randy Clark of Global Awakening. Randy is on the frontline, particularly in South America 
on mission trips, combining evangelism and healing. Beyond any health, wealth, and prosperity, his heart is 
that the church would be equipped and empowered to live out its healing ministry, that all people would 
know the reality of God’s love.  

https://www.amazon.com/Randy-Clark/e/B001K8PFAQ/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1522044849&sr=8-2-ent
http://globalawakening.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Ministry-Training-Manual-Randy-Clark-ebook/dp/B006O4SN0A/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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Reflection Activities 10.3-10.4  
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related 
boxes in the unit guide. 
 
#10.3 What does being “Spirit-led and empowered” look like in your own witness? Having worked 
through the above notes, write out *one* practical application that you’ll live out this coming week. 
 
#10.4 Express the SALTING process in your own words, in a short paragraph. Now, reflect on a recent 
“divine appointment”—an unexpected conversation with another, where you sensed God leading you 
both forward. Did your conversation look anything like SALTING? In what way?  
How might you have conversed differently with this process in mind? 

4.3 “The Ultimate Treasure Hunt”—a review by Dan Paterson 

So how do we go about being a Spirit-empowered witness? In his book, The 

Ultimate Treasure Hunt, Kevin Dedmon bases an entire evangelism strategy on 

the gospel stories where Jesus uses a “word of knowledge” as a bridge to and 

confirmation of his message—like with Nathanael and the Samaritan woman 

(John 1:43-51; 4:6-30). Let me give you a little run down of the book.  

People are the treasure God is seeking. A treasure hunt is where believers pray 

for clues (words of knowledge) based around a location, items of clothing, and 

certain life situations (events, sicknesses, etc). Forming a treasure map from 

this list of clues, the believers set out to find their treasure, show them the 

map, pray for their needs (physical, emotional and spiritual), and seek to share 

the gospel. Having gathered a whole bunch of testimonies from KBC goers 

who have embarked on these treasure hunts, the strategy can be incredibly 

exciting and effective—an awesome challenge both to the faith of the “hunter” and to the “treasure” being 

sought! Some groups found their treasure, and had an incredible opportunity to share and embody the 

message of the gospel (Luke 4:18-19). Other groups weren’t quite as successful in deciphering their clues, 

but in the course of searching were able to find other opportunities to share. All in all, whilst Dedmon’s book 

has a few askew comments, the strategy bears incredible fruit as it encourages reliance on the Holy Spirit’s 

leading, values people as God’s treasure, and evidences the supernatural. But, can we tweak it a little to 

make it more holistic? 

The Great Commission is to make disciples in our going (Matt 28:18-20), and so evangelism should take place 

as the constant and spontaneous overflow of a worshipping community. Like many other strategies, The 

Ultimate Treasure Hunt treats evangelism like an event that requires planning, rather than a spontaneous 

happening as seems to more be the case with Jesus’ encounters. Rather than resolve ourselves to getting 

clues only for a set time and place, we should seek to be Spirit-empowered in our regular lives, having 

encounters whenever and wherever the Holy Spirit prompts us. Moreover, to limit Spirit-empowered 

evangelism to receiving words of knowledge misses the beautiful diversity through which the Holy Spirit 

reveals God’s love and message (conscience, coincidence, Scripture, miracles, creation, revelation)—all of 

these work together! Treasure hunts also tend to major on spiritual encounters without a solid context of 

commitment. In a culture sold on spirituality and experience, our message should present the winsomeness 

of Jesus’ love in the context of decision—“repent and believe.” In previous modules of this class, you’ve 

explored the gospel message—Jesus’ role in the big story of God’s redemptive plan and our need to 

personally connect with it. . . . So where do we go from here? 

http://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Treasure-Hunt-Supernatural-Evangelism/dp/0768426022/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1365488836&sr=1-1&keywords=the+ultimate+treasure+hunt#reader_0768426022
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Every strategy has its place, but I’m tempted to always think bigger! Let’s take treasure hunts into the 
everyday experience, letting our experience of God’s presence and leading overflow into encounters with 
people we meet every day! Encounters simply come through being sensitive enough to listen for God’s 
leading, willing enough to be inconvenienced in our plans and bold enough to act upon what God speaks! 
Jesus’ promise overshadows us, and “anyone who has faith in me ... will do greater things than these” (John 
14:12). 
 
 Have you ever taken part in a “treasure hunt”? Share your experiences. 

 Having heard the “Treasure Hunt” strategy, critique it in light of what we’ve learned across this course. 

 Practically, what could or should it mean to engage in “power evangelism”? 

4.4 A Guide to Evangelistic Prayer 

From the chapter “Prayer Evangelism” in Scott Dawson, The Complete Evangelism Guidebook: 
Expert Advice on Reaching Others for Christ (Grand Rapids, Mich: BakerBooks, 2008). 
 
 “Prayer is not incidental in the work of God, it is the work. Jesus said, ‘Without me, you can do nothing’ 
(John 15:5). Only in a prayer environment can our evangelistic efforts find power. Prayer and evangelism are 
inseparable.” How is, or isn’t this reflected in your church’s outreach efforts? Why or why not? 
 
 What form does “prayer evangelism” take in your church? What forms could it take? And what answers 
to prayer evangelistically have you seen? 
 
 Think-pair-share > top 4 principles for prayer in evangelism. 
 
Principles from article: 

1. Pray believing God wants to save the lost 
2. Pray persistently, for the Holy Spirit’s drawing/conviction, and specifically for openings 
3. Pray for freedom of that person’s will from the bondage of Satan 
4. Pray that God would send us, and release more labourers for the harvest 

 

From LOP 42: Prayer in Evangelism 

This paper explores … 
• Theology and motivation of prayer in evangelism 
• Principles and guidelines of prayer in evangelism 
• Spiritual warfare prayer in evangelism 
• Healing and prayer in evangelism 
• The role of prayer and fasting in world evangelism 
• Children and prayer in evangelism 
• Prayer Strategies for the Evangelization of Cities and Nations 
• Life prayer plan for world evangelism 
 
“Prayer in evangelism” is prayer for the unsaved, asking the Lord to draw them to Himself (John 6:44); to 
open their ears to understand the truth (Matthew 13:19); & to open their eyes to see the light of the gospel 
(2 Corinthians 4:4). It also involves praying for ourselves that we may have compassion for the spiritual 
well-being of unbelievers, and be open to sharing the good news as He opens the door of opportunity. 
Simply put, in evangelistic praying we talk to God about people and then talk to people about God. 

 

It is not always noted that Jesus prayed in preparation for his next preaching/ministry event. The works of 
power which accompanied Christ’s ministry were recognized as answers to His prayer and the work of God 
in response to faith. (John 11:38-44; Luke 18:38-43; Matthew 9:35) 

https://www.lausanne.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/LOP42_IG13.pdf
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Jesus clearly linked prayer as essential in subduing the enemy in the work of evangelization. (Luke 10:17-20; 
Matthew 17:20-21) 

We will find our best approach to the human questions and issues raised by spiritual warfare in the 
example and teaching of Christ. 

Everyone is summoned to join in the work of praying for the world and for others (2 Chronicles 7:14; 
Matthew 28:18-20; John 17:20-21; Acts 2:42-47). 

 

The church has long sought to engage in evangelism. However, it has not always integrated evangelism 
with prayer in the way God intended – an oversight that may account for much of the failure of many well-
intentioned evangelistic efforts. Attempts to be involved in evangelism with little or no prayer have been 
discouraging and have yielded limited fruit. Without prayer, God’s people often lack the compassion and 
the conviction to be effective. If God doesn’t take the initiative in the life of the unbeliever, as He promises 
to do in response to our prayers, we are limited to human resources and human understanding. It takes the 
supernatural power of God to release those who are in Satan’s grip (Matthew 17:21AV) & to open the eyes 
of those blinded to the light of the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:4). God will act in response to specific prayers. 

 

Without prayer, the church’s evangelistic efforts will: 

• be burdensome, discouraging, and done out of duty 

• lack in the discernment that comes from the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6-10) 

• miss the joy of seeing people come to faith 

• fail to produce lasting fruit (John 15:7-8, 16). 

 

Does this mean that evangelism with little or no prayer support will always fail? The answer is ‘no’! God in 
His sovereign good pleasure may bring people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ despite our 
prayerlessness. The church may in fact reap where it has not sown (John 4:37-38). However, God prefers to 
work through and with us! 

 

When believers pray faithfully and fervently (James 5:16) for those outside the kingdom, wonderful things 
happen. Evangelistic praying generates in the heart of the intercessor a Christ-like and Christ-engendered 
love that motivates the believer to reach out to lost persons and look for faith-sharing opportunities. God in 
turn often grants to such intercessors the discernment that further facilitates effective evangelism. 
Evangelistic pray-ers are often among the first to hear and respond obediently to God’s call for action. In 
other words, they do not simply look for God to intervene in response to their prayers. They report for 
action! Evangelistic praying is for every believer – young or old, educated or uneducated, new believer or 
veteran saint. They can all pray for the lost, whether in their family, their neighbourhood, their city, for 
whole nations or unreached people groups. 

 

To be effective, evangelistic pray-ers must first of all pay close attention to God, worshipping Him with a 
believing heart (John 4:23-24), desiring His glory in all things (John 17:24). In order to pray on target they 
need to discern His mission and His heart for lost persons or groups of persons. Like Jesus, who always 
chose to do what He saw the Father doing, they need to discern what God wants them to pray for and to 
do. It cannot be emphasized enough that this must involve attentively listening to God in prayer before 
proceeding. 

 

The effectiveness of our prayers will also depend on our human relationships. Scriptures underscore the 
need to be reconciled to and at peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ and to experience the unity of 
the Spirit and the bond of peace (Psalm 133:1; John 15:9-10; 17:22). An unforgiving spirit will hinder our 
prayers (1 Peter 3:7). 
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The attitude of our hearts will also affect the quality of our prayers. The Bible is replete with reminders of 
how to pray. It challenges us to pray: 

 

• in faith knowing that God will answer those who do not doubt (James 1:6) and with childlike trust 
expect that God will reward (Hebrews11:6); 

• with a consciousness of God’s sure promises (Luke 11:7-11); 

• with a humble spirit and a contrite heart (Psalm 51:17; 34:18; 138:6); 

• with compassion for the lost and hurting people of this world (Matthew 9:37-38); 

• with perseverance (Luke 11:5-8;18:1-8) and, if necessary, a willingness to fast and pray. 

As they pray, believers, in order to be effective in evangelism, need also to: 

• intentionally build a loving relationship with those who live and work around them – relationships in 
which they seek the very best for the other person. 

 

Such relationships lay the groundwork for friendship evangelism: 

• be ready, with an obedient heart, to serve a needy and hurting world in the name of Jesus Christ in 
practical ways (Isaiah 58:9); 

• be available to be used of the Lord whenever and wherever the opportunity arises; 

• overcome with persistent prayer obstacles/opposition to evangelism that will occur. 

 

Many things happen when Christians pray for the unsaved in their spheres of influence, their communities, 
and their world – things that wouldn’t have happened if they had not prayed (Ephesians 3:20). This is true 
because all the power of prayer is God’s power released through our prayers. God’s power, working in and 
through believers, changes hearts (1 Timothy 2:1-4), accomplishes great works (John 14:12-14), defeats 
Satan (Ephesians 6:18), and shapes history.  

 

In reference to evangelism John Wesley once said, ‘God does nothing except in answer to prayer.’ It has 
been said, ‘Prayer is not a key to evangelism, it is the key’! 

 

Canadian neighbourhood changed through spiritual warfare prayer 

The Vancouver Eastside Salvation Army Mission (known as the 614 
Mission, in reference to Isaiah 61:4) is committed to win the world for 
Jesus starting in Vancouver’s downtown eastside. 

In one slum hotel, 614 has had a non-stop prayer meeting since late 
February 2004. Some mission members committed to daily prayerwalks 
through the neighbourhood, walking in pairs, praying biblical prayers of 
blessing over the few remaining legitimate businesses, praying prayers of 
restraint over illegitimate businesses, and prayers of protection and 
restoration for hurting people and relationships. Many college students 
and others read Scripture and prayed together each morning for 30 
minutes. As a result of prayer so far, two marijuana shops have closed. 
The most notorious corner in the country is now unrecognizably cleaned 
up. People have been saved, delivered and healed. God has given some 
prophetic gifts for intercession and often leads people into worship as 
they intercede for the neighbourhood. 
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If transformation can be pictured as the whole wheel, and 
evangelism as its hub, then prayer is the axle. We refer to it as ‘The 
Prayer Core.’ This core is also part of the ‘guiding coalition’ at the 
heart of both evangelism and transformation in a community, city or 
nation.  

We will speak to the strategies of prayer in the follow progression: 

1. The Core (the axle): those who are committed to covering the 
whole field in prayer and leading and multiplying this prayer force  

2. The Sphere of Evangelistic Activity (the hub): whether out of the 
local church, parachurch, mass crusade, small group, one-on-one, etc. 

3. Transformation (the whole wheel): to include all aspects of 
human activity and society 

 

CONCLUSION (LOP42 “Prayer in Evangelism”) 

Prayer is indispensable in our response to the God-given vision of the Lausanne Movement: 

“The Whole Church taking the Whole Gospel to the Whole World” 

 

As we wait upon the Lord, He re-ignites our passion for Him, for His people and for those who do not know 
Him. He gives us a ‘new heart, a new vision, and a renewed call’ for the task of world evangelization. In 
response to prayer, He empowers us by His Spirit, and reveals His plans and strategies to address the 
critical issues and challenges of our day. 

 

For ‘such a time as this,’ we believe God is stirring His church to ‘Prayer in Evangelism’. Clear evidence of 
this is seen in the dramatic growth of National, International and Global Prayer Movements in recent years. 
They are having a powerful impact in opening not only areas of the world that have been closed or 
unresponsive to the gospel but also hidden and forgotten people groups. The 10/40 Window and Operation 
World, and the 24/7 Prayer Movement as well as the various National and Regional Networks and the 
larger coalitions of Prayer Networks and Prayer Mobilizes are among these. 

 

The International Prayer Council was formed just after the 9/11 terrorist attack to connect, motivate, 
develop, strengthen and equip national movements and local churches to fill the nations with prayer for 
the fulfilment of the Great Commandment and the Great Commission, (www.ipcprayer.org). The Lausanne 
Intercession Working Group is part of that coalition. 

 

The testimony of Scripture and church history from earliest times until now, gives clear evidence that 
prayer and evangelism are vitally linked. In this paper, we have sought to provide practical, biblically based 
material on various aspects of prayer in evangelism and stories of what God has done in response to prayer 
to reawaken, encourage and equip the church to be involved in world evangelization through prayer in 
evangelism. 

 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door 

for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ….  
Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” (Colossians 4:2-4) 
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4.5 Quick Notes on Spiritual Warfare in Evangelism 

 Read together 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, John 16:11, Ephesians 2:2, Colossians 1:13, 2 Corinthians 11:14, and 
Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23. How does Satan affect our call to be witnesses for Christ, sharing good news? 
 
“Simply, we do not have the power in ourselves to reach people blinded by the enemy.” 
 
 Now, read Colossians 2:13-15 … what effect should the reality of spiritual warfare have on our approach 
to evangelistic outreach? Practically, what does this mean? 
 
 What does it mean to “teach new believers intentionally to put on the armour of God” (Ephesians 6:11-
17)? 
 
“Evangelism is more than a strategy, technique, or program. Instead, it is taking the gospel of light into the 
kingdom of darkness. Prepare for this battle by taking the following steps: 

• Make certain that you are wearing the armour. Be a fully devoted disciple of Jesus 

• Mentor new believers 

• Lead your church to develop a comprehensive evangelism and discipleship program 

• Enlist prayer warriors to support your church’s evangelistic efforts 

• Proclaim the truth! 
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For next module, the two students sharing will be: 
TESTIMONY: ________________ TIPS: ______________ Demographic: ____________________ 
 

 

 

 

Let’s close by reciting the Lord’s Prayer together: 

Our Father who is in Heaven, 
Holy is Your Name. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done 
 On Earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 But deliver us from evil.  
For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 For ever and ever, Amen. 

Preparation for Next Week …  
 

 Note that modules 11-13 will use the “SIGN: Pointing People to Jesus”  
evangelism course. If you want a hard-copy of the book, you can print your  
own from Moodle or Traverse.org.au here. 

 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide … Come prepared to share … 
         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 

If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your TESTIMONY and/or TIPS for outreach. 

Challenge for the Forum Activity Module 10 
The CHALLENGE for this week is POWER EVANGELISM. The approach is up to you (Prophetic 
evangelism 14-15; SALTING pp. 18-22; healing prayer p23), but the challenge is common: as you go 
through this week, seek the Spirit’s leading for at least *one* person with whom you can strike up 
a conversation. As you do so, ask God “how would you have me love them today?” Then, see if the 
Spirit gives you a word for them, or if they need prayer for anything in particular. Offer to pray for 
them, and trust that God will make Himself known as you step out. 
 

Post to the FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) under Module 8 on Moodle to outline 
your two hours of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the 
experience. 

Remember, you should bounce off one of the recommended readings in your response. You 
should have processed these readings prior to completing this module. 

Put your response on the Moodle Forum 

http://traverse.org.au/sign-course/
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5 Or, you could just read all of Acts! It is, after all, less about the Acts of the Apostles and more about the Acts of 

the Holy Spirit. As John Wimber points out in Power Evangelism (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1986, pp. xx, 16, 
31, 34-35, 118, and 191-92), the proclamation and then demonstration of the Kingdom in signs and wonders through 
the Spirit—i.e., “power evangelism”—was the catalyst for fulfilling the great commission.  

Significance for Christian theology, life and thought... 
12 Steps to a Spirit-Empowered Witness 

I’d like to start a twelve-step recovery program for evangelistically-challenged Christians.  

“Hi, my name is Dave—and I’m a coward.”  

Of course, the group would lovingly echo, “Hi Dave!”  
And then we could start being brutally honest about our fears. . . .  

“I get embarrassed speaking up when I’m out of step with what others think. I don’t want to be labelled 
a religious nut, so it’s easier to stay silent. I have my own doubts, so what if they ask a question I can’t 
answer? God’s given me this impossible task to reach everyone, but I don’t have what it takes. How do I 
even know where to start? I don’t want to stuff up and make God look bad. All this evangelism stuff 
seems like irrelevant, empty words to my friends who are dealing with huge problems. Besides which, 
I’m afraid of going alone.”  Now, you know your own heart. These are some honest confessions from my 
corner to start the ball rolling. (Admitting my problems might just give you freedom to admit your own!) 
But it’s not the excuses I want to focus on—to tell you to suck it up and face your fears. Not at all. You 
see, I think there are some pretty genuine fears when it comes to pointing people to Jesus. It’s not easy 
building bridges to carry the gospel over in reaching a post-Christian society.  

I’ll take my cue from steps one and eleven for the real point I’m making: 

Step 1: I admit that I’m powerless to overcome my problems—I’m unable to build bridges in my strength 
alone. But  

Step 11: God—who is infinitely greater than me—can make it happen. I’ll keep close contact with Him, 
asking for knowledge of His Will for us and the power to carry that out. 

Here’s the point: this humanly impossible mission requires divine empowerment and direction. And to 
speak of divine empowerment is to speak of being a “Spirit Empowered Witness.” (In which case, these 
thoughts comprise step 12 of my recovery program … one struggler to another sharing the path to 
freedom and empowerment.) 

Forgive me for the following Scripture dump and run, but I really believe that most Christians—myself 
included—have become immobilized in our witness by some patently false beliefs.  And the answer to 
our fears is not a new evangelism strategy. The answer is, however, a dynamic connection with the 
mysterious third person of the God-head: the Holy Spirit.  

For you to really get it, it might take some reframing. So, check out the following passages for yourself,5 
renew your mind, follow Jesus’ lead, and step out in God’s power.  

Who knows, maybe pointing people to Jesus isn’t as scary as it currently feels? 

Feel like the task is too big and you don’t have the power?  

Read Matthew 28:18-20; John 15:26-27; 20:21-22; Acts 1:8; 5:12-14; Colossians 1:9-11. 

Unsure where to start and you’re lacking in initiative?  

Read Luke 6:12; John 5:19-20; Acts 8:26-40; 16:6-10; Romans 15:17-21.  

Don’t have the right words and you’re tongue tied?  

Read Mark 13:9-11; John 16:12-15; Acts 2:1-41; 6:8-10; 10:34-48; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.  
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6 This expression comes from the late, great theologian Stanley Grenz.  

7 As Wimber pointed out, “There is something very simple, almost childlike, about power evangelism. God gives 
impressions, and we act on them. If He does not speak to us, then we wait—something difficult for action-oriented 
Western people to do” (Power Evangelism, p. 155).  

Lacking in courage to face the ridicule and you’re afraid of rejection?  

Read Acts 4:1-31; Ephesians 3:7-21; 2 Timothy 1:7-12. 

Tired of too many words and you want to see genuine conviction and changed lives?  

Read Isaiah 11:2-4; Luke 4:14-19; John 3:3-8; 6:44, 63; 16:8; Acts 8:3-8; 1 Thessalonians 1:5. 

This is God’s mission, and He invites us to join Him as we go together to help heal a hurting world. But for 
this mission, He empowers us, He directs us, He emboldens us, He goes before us, and He promises to 
work through common clay pots like us as the carrier of His treasure (2 Corinthians 4:7). And all this is 
the work of the Holy Spirit. 

But if all of this seems a bit technical, and the Holy Spirit seems a bit ethereal, let me bring it back down 
to the basics. The Holy Spirit is perhaps best understood as “divine love leading us home.”6 God is about 
community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit unite in an eternal dance of love. And God is about 
reconciliation—the Spirit is divine love leading all people back home to connection with God. He wants 
us to join the dance (John 17:20-23; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 1 John 4:7-12).  

So being a Spirit empowered witness begins with a simple question: “God, who is it you want me to love 
right now?” Look around. Wait on the Holy Spirit for leading.7 And then join Him with words and deeds 
that lovingly lead that person back home to God. Any time, any place, the Holy Spirit has a mission for 
you . . . even while you’re out doing the groceries! Love might be letting the rushed looking gent jump in 
front of you in the queue. It might be paying for a mum’s groceries. It might be speaking a word of 
encouragement. Or—like I heard someone share recently—it might be following a word of knowledge to 
pray for someone’s allergies. Just be open. Always be prepared to proclaim the gospel, but wait on the 
Spirit that you might jump on board with what He’s doing, and in His presence love with real power.  

God bless as you recognize your inadequacy, reconnect with divine power, and lovingly build 
bridges to reach people desperate for some good news that leads to life. 


