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EM324/524-D 
Module 1  

Learning Guide  

Evangelism: Impressions,          
Confessions & Motivations 

 

Before you start...  
 Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide pp7-8 + uploads on Moodle) 
 From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application  
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share about evangelism with your chosen social group 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to “Principles of Evangelism.” In this session we open the can of worms that is ‘evangelism’.  
What are you initial impressions of ‘evangelism’? What is it? How is it perceived? How effective is it today?  
What are your confessions when it comes to evangelism? What are your hopes, fears, failures, and desires? 
Finally, what is your motivation for evangelism? How motivated, skilled, and gifted are you? Why witness? 
We’ll open with a snapshot of how times have changed from Billy Graham’s 1959 crusade in Australia to 
now, affected by cultural shifts like pluralism, postmodernism and consumerism. And yet, we truly have 
‘good news’ to share (Romans 5:1-11). So, we’ll briefly consider what it would take to communicate Christ 
and His Kingdom to a culture largely deaf to the gospel. This leads us into exploring our personal 
impressions and confessions regarding evangelism, and the course structure as a whole. 
In the third session, after debriefing the readings and course requirements, we’ll cut to the heart of our 
motivation to witness: a response to the pure ‘grace’ of God through Christ. Evangelism is simply one 
beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.  
From next week onwards, each student will share both ‘why Jesus is good news to me’ and some lessons 
learned in witnessing to a particular group of people (e.g. kids, retirees, immigrants, bikies, athletes, etc.).  
  
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this module are to: 

1. Unpack our background experience of evangelism, exploring impressions and confessions 
2. Appreciate and respond to the grace of God in Christ, as our primary motivation for witness 

 
OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, the student shall be expected to verbalise his or her background thoughts 
on evangelism, and worship in response to an apprehension of God’s grace in Christ, compelling witness. 
 
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm) 
6:15 The changing face of evangelism: Impressions and Confessions (50 minutes) 
7:10 Unit Introductions + Brief Review of Readings (25 minutes) 
7:35 “Sign of the Beggar” Part I (20 minutes) 
8:05 “Sign of the Beggar” Part II (30 minutes) 
8:35 Worship and Communion, centred on Isaiah 6:1-8 + assign s’s for next module (25 minutes) 
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2.  EVANGELISM’S CHANGING FACE: IMPRESSIONS & CONFESSIONS 

Resource 1.1  
 

Distance students can watch a video of (roughly) how I will introduce this course at 
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/ (video #1 up to 10 minutes). 
 
For insight into the tension experienced by many witnessing to their faith in a post-Christendom 
world like ours, see: 

 
Choung, James. True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2008. 
Drummond, L. Reaching GenerationNext: Effective Evangelism in Today’s Culture. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker, 2002. 
Guder, Darrell L., and Lois Barrett. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North 

America. The Gospel and Our Culture Series. (rand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Pub, 1998. 
McLaren, Brian D. A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey. Hovel Audio Inc., 

2006, esp. pp 44-46. [n.b. this is not to endorse McLaren’s theology – merely to say he highlights the 
complexity of life and faith in the 21st century in a provocative way] 

Richardson, Rick. Reimagining Evangelism: Inviting Friends on a Spiritual Journey. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2006. 

 
To give you a jump start on reaching out this semester, spend some time exploring 
 
‘Ordinary Attempts Guide’ http://ecreekside.com/evangelism-ordinary-attempts (read some stories) 
 
CHALLENGE: FIELD WORK FORUM POST #1: This week, while you’re out and about in your everyday life, 
put into practice their 3 steps: (1) NOTICE those around you (2) PRAY for whatever comes to mind for 
one person (3) LISTEN – both to God, and them … if you connect, ask “How are you?” … and simply have 
a conversation, seeing where God leads. ... Put this into practice this week, and share *one* ‘ordinary 
attempt’ in the next class. 
 
A helpful book toward this end is  
 
Henderson, Jim. Evangelism Without Additives:                           

What If Sharing Your Faith Meant Just Being Yourself?              
Colorado Springs, Colo: WaterBrook Press, 2007. 

 
 
 

2.1 The Changing Face of Evangelism: We Need New ‘Signs’ 

 1959 Billy Graham Crusades: Could it happen today?  

 Changing Times and Plausibility Problems: pluralism, postmodernism, consumerism, secularism 

 Post-Christian Attitude, Pre-Christian Understanding: arrogant, irrelevant, insular, bland 

 Any surprise only 1 in 10 Christians share about Christ?  

“God brought us back to himself through Christ.  
And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) 

 Time for new SIGNS: Beggar; Story-Teller; Life-Guard; Cook. 

http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=22035
http://ecreekside.com/evangelism-ordinary-attempts
https://churchleaders.com/outreach-missions/outreach-missions-how-tos/139560-ordinary-attempts.html
http://www.amazon.com/Missional-Church-Sending-America-Culture/dp/0802843506/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355202608&sr=1-1&keywords=Missional+Church#reader_0802843506
http://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-Without-Additives-sharing-yourself/dp/1400073774/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355202784&sr=1-1&keywords="Evangelism+without+additives"#reader_1400073774
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Welcome to the course, “Principles of Evangelism” 
 
Bible Reading: Romans 5:1-11 … Good news that we can’t help but share 
 
 1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast 
in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us. 

  6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

  9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath 
through him! 10 For if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his 
Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but 
we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

We serve a good God. We have a great message. My heart for this course is that we would each grow in 
passion for God, and compassion for people. I pray that God will enlarge our capacity to understand the 
gospel and how to share it effectively, so that we may say with Paul, “I have become all things to all people 
so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in 
its blessings” (1 Corinthians 9:22-23). 

2.2 Why are YOU here? 

I’ll share some more about myself shortly. First, though, I want to get to know you.  

Why are you doing this course? What do you hope to get out of it? 

Class Activity 1.1: Impressions & Confessions – 20 mins. 
Each student will briefly share his or her  
 Name 
 Work (e.g. teacher, full time student, volunteer) 
 Church home 

 
… Then, roll the die to answer one of the following 6 questions: 
 #1: Why are you doing this course?—What are you hoping to get out of it? 
 #2: Share a time you got to point someone to Jesus and it was awesome! 
 #3: Share a time you tried to evangelise and it crashed and burned! 
 #4: How would you characterise your approach to evangelism? 
 #5: What is your greatest fear in evangelism? 
 #6: Why is Jesus ‘good news’ to you—news worth sharing with others? 

 
… To help me get to know you better, bring to the next class a short (<1 page) PERSONAL PROFILE with 

 Your Name and a Photo so I can remember your face!     Origin (Where are you from?) 
 Education Background     Religious Background     Interest in this Course 

 Burning Issues & Questions to Address     Memorable Story 
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Reflection Activity 1.1 [Distance Students only]  
 
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following question, and tick off the related box in 
the unit guide. 
 
#1.1 Answer question 1 in class activity above, and one other question of your choosing. Then, put 
together a PERSONAL PROFILE (also above) and email it to david.benson@malyon.edu.au.  
 

2.3 My Background as Lecturer 

You can read a more complete bio in the Unit Guide. Let me just highlight a few things pertinent to 
evangelism: 
 A sceptical dad pushing me to think, and State Schools challenging me to engage 
 An emerging passion for my ‘lost’ friends and the call to teach 
 Frustration and God’s tears for my University friends  
 Teaching, Youth Work, Apologetics, Outreach, Lausanne, Back to Schools; Traverse: bridging church 

& culture, seeking to clearly communicate Christ and His Kingdom in a way that helps average 
westerners (post-Christian attitude, pre-Christian understanding) to see Him truly and respond 

 
Even if we have the best message in the world, what if this good gift is rejected as an imposition?  

“Thanks, but no thanks.”  
… How do we communicate Christ and His Kingdom to a culture deaf to the gospel? 

 
What then? What does it mean to love God and love our neighbour in this context? 
 
Observation: 
Despite the good news we have to share, in many ways ‘evangelism’ has hit a dead end in Australia. 

2.4 Impressions: Dealing With Evangelistic Baggage 

‘Evangelism’ isn’t exactly the most popular activity in the Christian life.  
Take this video here, filmed in Brisbane’s Chinatown. … 

 
 What’s your first impression? 
 What do you most like, or dislike, about this direct 

approach? 
 Is this ‘evangelism’? 
 When ‘evangelism’ comes up at Christian 

gatherings, what is the general reaction? Why? 
 How is evangelism perceived/labelled in the world 

today? Why? (i.e., problems out there) 
 What kind of debates have you heard over how to 

share the faith? (i.e., problems in here) 
 Why does ‘evangelism’ carry such baggage? 

 
<<You can watch two competing approaches to evangelism here and here (Rob Bell’s Nooma DVD ‘Bullhorn 

guy’) and here and here (Way of the Master’s ‘Bullwhip guy’)>> 

Conviction: Christians are caught up in major debates over evangelistic ‘method’. But times are changing 
fast, and the real need is not for a new way, or to advocate exclusively for an existing strategy. Rather, 
we need a deep theology to ground whatever we do. We must re-think evangelism for the 21st century. 

mailto:david.benson@malyon.edu.au
https://www.lausanne.org/content/reentering-gods-story
http://traverse.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/traversecentre/
https://www.facebook.com/traversecentre/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWwiX6HYtRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJ3gjlGkUpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Chp3vl5VQXU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbNF8bLmGM4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2WopYbO9rQ
https://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-after-Christendom-Theology-Christian/dp/1587431947/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515550927&sr=8-1&keywords=bryan+p.+stone+evangelism+after+christendom
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWwiX6HYtRI
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2.5 ‘Confessions’ of a former Pastor of Evangelism 

Few aspects of the Christian walk elicit such guilt in believers as ‘evangelism’ …  

 I don’t know what to say 
 I should have said … 
 I wish I hadn’t said … 
 I missed another opportunity 
 I’m scared of rejection 
 I don’t want to be that pushy person 
 It’s not my personality 
 Will my friend ever come to the Lord? 
 
Perhaps it will bother you that your lecturer has the same struggles.  

I feel like somewhat of a hypocrite taking this course.  
 
 I’m not an evangelistic superstar! … I’m still afraid to share, and get nervous when turning a 

conversation toward God with university students, colleagues and family members 
 I’ve done virtually *no* street preaching; it freaks me out and I hate to be coercive 
 My theory is strong, but practice (which God values most) is pretty weak, even as I continue to 

share the gospel in schools and universities, and with individuals … much room to grow 
 I vacillate between guilt over not sharing more, and regret over being too pushy 
 My schedule is so busy that oftentimes I don’t even notice the lost, caught in Christian bubble … 

unlike a friend Jonny at Maccas praying for a guy on crutches, while I’m debriefing on strategy! 
 I’m deeply dissatisfied with a lot of what passes under the banner of ‘evangelism’ … convinced 

some of the common portrayals of the gospel are only partly right, if not flat out wrong … and 
convinced some of our methodology for evangelism is wrong headed and ineffective for a culture 
like ours … I have few certainties and appreciate humility in the way we communicate 

 And I carry deep disappointment that many of those I’ve shared with haven’t pursued or stuck with 
their new found faith … I’m desperate to see more fruit, and praying that the Lord of the harvest 
will send out more labourers (including me) to open the eyes of the spiritually blind. 

 
I’ve got a long way to go. So, this is an awesome opportunity to grow together.  
 
Let’s drop the guilt, and pray out our hopes, fears, failures, and desires to the Lord of the Harvest. 
 
Take a few minutes now to commit your life, and this course, to God … it’s about joining Him in His mission, 
not about pressure. In the Bible we are rarely *commanded* to share our faith. Rather, it’s an invitation, 
and something that is assumed will happen when we are transformed by Christ’s love. So shed the baggage 
and let the pressure melt away, committing your heart to God.  
 

Reflection Activity 1.2 [Distance Students only] 
 
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related 
boxes on p. 11/12 of the unit guide. 
 
#1.2 What was your impression of the “Jesus in Chinatown” video? Why does ‘evangelism’ carry such 
baggage, and what one change would make the greatest difference?  
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWwiX6HYtRI
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3.  UNIT INTRODUCTIONS + BRIEF REVIEW OF READINGS 

Discuss Unit Guide | Pay particular attention to assessment requirements and pre-reading 
 20 hours practical  your own outreach (e.g. Student Life; surveys) + field work forum posts 
 Course text/pre-readings (3 hrs preparation of one SE chapter + additional reading of interest) 

 
On successful completion of this unit, student should be able to: 
A. Know and Understand (Knowledge): 

A1. Biblical and theological perspectives on evangelism 
A2. Principles and practices of evangelism 
A3. Selected approaches to evangelism 

B. Be Able To (Skills): 
B1. Discuss biblical and theological principles of evangelism 
B2. Analyse the principles and practice of evangelism 
B3. Employ the tools of cultural exegesis to facilitate evangelism in a specific context 
B4. Under supervision, participate in evangelistic activities 
B5. Evaluate selected approaches to evangelism 

C. Be In a Position To (Application): 
C1. Integrate perspectives from ‘Principles of Evangelism’ with their other theological and ministry studies 
C2. Engage in evangelism as a reflective practitioner 
C3. Employ the tools of cultural exegesis to facilitate evangelism in a specific context 

 
The EM324 student shall complete the following assessment requirements: 
1. Evangelistic Address (30%, 1500 words, due April 24, 2018) 
2.    Field Work Forum Posts (30%, 10x150 words [wks 1-10], due March 20 (posts 1-5) & May 8, 2018 

(posts 6-10)** … evidence 20 HOURS practical outreach (10 challenges + 10 hrs own with LOG) 
3. Research Assignment (40%, 2000 words, due May 29, 2018) 
 
The EM524 student shall complete the following assessment requirements: 
1. Program Evaluation (30%, 1800 words, due April 24, 2018) 
2.    Field Work Forum Posts (30%, 10x170 words [wks 1-10], due March 20 (posts 1-5) & May 8, 2018 

(posts 6-10)** … evidence 20 HOURS practical outreach (10 challenges + 10 hrs own with LOG) 
3. Research Assignment (40%, 2000 words, due May 29, 2018) 
**n.b. For DISTANCE STUDENTS, Reflection Activities Log must be submitted with the final research essay** 

 
In order to complete the unit, the student will be required to have access to the following resource: 

Chilcote, Paul W., and Laceye C. Warner, ed. The Study of Evangelism:                                  
Exploring a Missional Practice of the Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008. 

 
Also helpful (though not required reading) is 

Keller, Tim. Center-Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City.     
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012. (cf. Keller’s 2016 3 part reworking: I, II, III) 

 
Weekly Activities in the Second Session  | Readings, Testimony, Tips, Prayer, Challenge 
 Each module we’ll spend some time debriefing the pre-readings:  

o a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
o a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
o an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 
o an application—something useful right now in your context 

 Each module one student will share a 1 minute TESTIMONY re: ‘Why Jesus is Good News to Me’ 
 Each module one student will share a few minutes on TIPS for reaching a particular demographic 
 Each week we’ll spend some time PRAYING for 1-3 people God has laid on your heart 
 Following each week there will be a CHALLENGE to put this into practice – some time will be given 

to share how this went. This CHALLENGE forms the basis of ass’t req’t 1: forum posts (p2 above). 

http://www.amazon.com/Study-Evangelism-Exploring-Missional-Practice/dp/0802803911/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355207828&sr=1-1&keywords="The+Study+of+Evangelism"#reader_0802803911
https://www.amazon.com/Shaped-Gospel-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310520592/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515563435&sr=1-2&keywords=center+church+tim+keller
https://www.amazon.com/Loving-City-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310514088/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0310514088&pd_rd_r=5J714CY9F58A286S80S3&pd_rd_w=XVZGV&pd_rd_wg=T3j2D&psc=1&refRID=5J714CY9F58A286S80S3
https://www.amazon.com/Serving-Movement-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310520576/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0310520576&pd_rd_r=TJ7NVC8YE57FPBTTY8CX&pd_rd_w=JvkWU&pd_rd_wg=q669d&psc=1&refRID=TJ7NVC8YE57FPBTTY8CX
http://www.amazon.com/Center-Church-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310494184/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355207725&sr=1-1&keywords="Center-Church"#reader_0310494184
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Class Activity 1.2 … Testimony, Tips, Prayer, Challenge 
Testimony: 
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. Hopefully you’ve done this kind of thing 
before, but a testimony is simply sharing 
   What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life  
                                    + How life has changed 
 
Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off 
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question: 
      “What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?” 
Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …1  
 “I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”              “I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.” 
  “Guilty . . . but now liberated.”                               “Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.” 
  “Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”                          … See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126 
 
Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY:  Designed for good  Damaged by evil  
               Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right 
 

Tips: 
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic 
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.). 
 Describe the Group and your involvement with them 
 Tell 1 story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer these questions: 

o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel? 
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group? 
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them? 
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group? 
o Any other thoughts or illustrations? 

 At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness 
  

Prayer: 
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God 
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led. 
 

Challenge: 
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when 
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or 
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning 
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief. Reflect on these for FORUM POSTS. 

 

                                                           
1 Here’s my attempt: “Jesus is good news to me because I’m an annoying “why” kinda’ guy. Ever since I was a kid, I 
loved to ask why, and wanted to make sense of why the world is the way it is. My dad came to faith through facing the 
toughest questions (origins, meaning, morality, destiny), and so he encouraged me to think. The more questions of 
the Bible and Jesus that I asked, the more it made sense. But it wasn’t until I was 21 and had a spinal injury, becoming 
virtually quadriplegic, that I found this belief move from head to heart. As I prayed, God was closer than my wife’s 
hugs, and spoke through a friend that within 10 days I would be able to walk again. Against medical predictions, this 
happened exactly on the 10th day. If any worldview is true, it should at least make sense of science and love—the way 
the world is, and the heart of our existence. In Jesus I’ve met and experienced the Creator and logic that makes the 
universe hang together, and I’ve found a personal God who steps into my brokenness and deals with my issues in love, 
paying for my wrongs. Logic, Love … Jesus ties these two together and offers the way, the truth, and the life, making 
sense and meaning out of an otherwise confusing and empty existence.” 

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Walk-Across-Room-Pointing/dp/031049415X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515563735&sr=1-1&keywords=walk+across+the+room
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4.  SIGN OF THE BEGGAR (LK 7:36-50; MK 14:9; 2 COR 4:6-7) 

THE BOTTOM LINE: 
Remember the story of the Prostitute with her alabaster jar of perfume? She cried tears of joy on Jesus’ 
feet and fragranced the room for she was set free—an aromatic witness. She knew how much her life 
stunk; she was truly poor in spirit. If you’re forgiven much, then you love much. How much have you been 
forgiven? And why is Jesus good news to you? All evangelism is the overflow of worship, a loving response 
to God’s grace that you can’t help but tell others about. So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a 
BEGGAR … Smell your own cess pit to share from the heart. 
 

 On a 10 point scale, how motivated are you to share your faith                                     
(10 = stop me if you can; 1 = call me Jonah) 

 Also on a 10 point scale, how equipped do you feel to be a witness for Christ?                          
(10 = got the skills, send me out; 1 = say what?) 

 What is your main motivation for pointing people to Jesus? Is evangelism a biblical command? 
 
Conviction:  
Our reluctance to share is, in large part, a symptom that we’ve forgotten how much we need God’s grace, 
and how truly amazing God’s grace is. Fresh eyes = Fresh witness. We need the Sign of the Beggar. 
 

Resource 1.2  
 

Distance students can watch a video of this talk at http://traverse.org.au/resources 
/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/ (video #1, 9:50 minutes onwards). 

 
The following materials may be useful for going deeper in this section of the module: 
 

 Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel 
 Philip Yancey, What’s So Amazing About Grace? 
 Watch some of the testimonies at http://www.iamsecond.com, starting with former Korn 

guitarist, Brian Welch, here 
 

Class Activity 1.3 – Readings Debrief 
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following: 

         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 
 
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion. The aim is to ground the readings and apply 
them to one’s life in general and ministry context in particular. This is the ideal time to bring up whatever 
is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy! 
 
N.B. For modules 1-10, I’ve set up a FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) to outline your two hours 
of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. This is a great tie 
in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment on what others post, 
and let’s get the conversation going. Some great ideas may flow from this kind of dialogue.  
 

http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sunday-talks/
http://www.iamsecond.com/
http://www.iamsecond.com/seconds/brian-welch/
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4.1 Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman (Luke 7:36-40): Some Background 

 
 

 36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee's house and 
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee's house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them. 

  39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he 
would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner." 

  40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."  
    "Tell me, teacher," he said. 

  41 "Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, [a] and the other 
fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them 
will love him more?" [[a] denarii = daily wage of a day labourer; cf. Matt. 20:2] 

  43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven."  
    "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 

  44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. 
You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my 
feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47Therefore, I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves 
little." 

  48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  49 The other guests began to say among themselves, 
"Who is this who even forgives sins?" 

  50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 
 

 
 

 Simon the Pharisee and Charissa 
the Forgiven: a study in 
contrasts 

 Parables: Less about 
explanation, more about 
subverting Kingdom blockages 

 Poverty makes us 
uncomfortable—it stinks … but 
then, so do we 

 The story invites us in: Am I 
Simon (arrogant and judging), or 
Charissa (poor but forgiven)? 

 What did my forgiveness cost? 
How much do I love?  
What’s my witness? 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%207:36-50&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-25235a#fen-TNIV-25235a
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4.2 Observation One: WE’RE ALL IN GOD’S DEBT                                      

… Sniff Deep: Our Lives Stink … “ a money-lender with two debtors” 

 Different debts, but the same condition 

 Sin (hamartōlos); Debt (opheiletes̄) … to miss the mark and transgress, owing God 

 Our tendency to judge: comparisons with others, the in and out, righteous and unrighteous.  
Even the Church can become a house for Pharisees.  

 Created to love God (look up), love others (look out), and cultivate the earth (look around) 

 Instead we’ve despised and ignored God, abused others, and vandalized the world: “Homo 
incurvatus in se” (humanity is self-obsessed, curved in ourselves: looking only inwards) …  
because of us, this world is not the way it’s supposed to be 

 Our sin accrues a significant debt, and we each owe God (Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:23; 6:23) …  
you pay for what you break, and the world’s blood is on all our hands 

 God goes beyond appearances to judge the heart (Matthew 5:17-48, especially verses 25-26): hate 
= kill; lust = adultery; unforgiveness = unforgiven; love your enemy and be perfect.  
Break one law and you’ve broken them all (James 2:10) 

 Sniff deep: our heart’s stink (Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:18-20) 

 We dress up the exterior, but we each have a cess-pit: can you smell yours? 

 

4.3 Observation Two: WE’RE ALL DEAD BROKE BEGGARS                                      

… Look Deep: Our Pockets Are Empty … “neither of them could pay” 

 Simon and Charissa were both dead broke beggars 

 Poverty is unattractive, and it stinks … but look in the mirror. We are poor. We are broken.  
Our false perception that we are rich blocks God’s grace (Luke 6:25) 

 Christ came in poverty to make us rich (2 Corinthians 8:9; 13:4; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 4:15). 
He came for the least, the last, the lost, the little, the lame and the dead (Luke 5:29-32; 7:34; 14:21; 
18:16-17; John 11:25-26): Which am I? 

 Why can’t we repay?  
(a) All our works are tainted, and the wages of our work are death (Proverbs 16:2; 20:6;  

Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:23; 6:23) 
(b) Even when we do good, we further borrow from God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 1:6; 

Hebrews 13:21) …. Beware of the “debtor’s ethic” 

 Thus, blessed are the poor, for they shall inherit the Kingdom (Matthew 5:3-10). Christ’s Kingdom is 
full or reversals: the last are first and Prostitutes enter before Pharisees (Matthew 20:16; 21:28-32) 

 

4.4 Observation Three: WE ALL NEED A SAVIOUR                                      

… Drink Deep: The Forgiven Freely Share … “He let them both off—which loved him more?”  

 Charissa’s awkward display of emotion was unreflective, unplanned, and totally authentic.  
This kind of raw love shocked everyone around her, a reflection of the shocking grace of a God who 
freely forgives and lavishes grace on sinners 

 Those forgiven much love much … how much have you been forgiven?  

 What did forgiveness cost? God’s justice and love meet at the cross, seen in Christ’s sacrifice 
(Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16; 4:7-21) … he took me at my worst  

 Faith (trust) in Christ’s forgiveness restores those who’ve missed the mark, bringing God’s shalom, 
reconciling us to God, each other, and the planet in right relationships of peace 

http://www.bloggingtheologically.com/2013/02/13/the-deadly-snare-of-the-debtors-ethic/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/shalom-peace/
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 Forgiveness flows into worship, and worship naturally leads to witness—the aroma of Christ poured 
out for all to smell (2 Corinthians 2:14-17) 

 God’s power is made perfect in weakness, and our poverty is a Gospel Sign that my transformation 
can happen to you, too … so wear your scars with pride (2 Corinthians 4:1-18; 12:7-10; Colossians 
1:27). It’s through the cracks in our lives that Christ’s light shines (2 Corinthians 4:6-7) 

 Thus, arrogance gives way to humility in our witness: evangelism is one beggar telling another 
beggar where to find bread … “Come and see!” 

 Wayne’s Story: Captive; Free; Witness … watch here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.5 CHALLENGE: Recognise your Poverty; Receive Grace; Relate Christ’s Love  

 Which are you: Simon the self-righteous, or Charissa the forgiven?  
Is your identity wrapped up in judgment, or poured out  
in response to God’s extravagant grace? 

 As in Isaiah 6:1-8, we must first recognize our poverty and receive God’s grace 
before we can powerfully relate Christ’s love to a broken and poor world 

 We are called to declare the praises of Him who brought us from darkness to 
light (1 Peter 2:9), and tell the world of the freedom we’ve found  
(Psalm 107:11-12; John 8:32; 10:10). When we’ve experience God’s love and 
forgiveness, we’ll naturally desire to love others and share the good news as 
the overflow of worship (1 John 4:19-21). But, this only happens if we’ve 
tasted God’s grace (Psalm 34:8) 

 Revelation 3:17-20: Repentance starts at home … what kind of host will you 
be to Jesus? Let go of your false wealth, admit your poverty, and receive His riches 

 Charissa, a prostitute’s previous encounter with Jesus? See yourself in John 8:1-11 
 

So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a BEGGAR …  
Smell your own cess pit to share from the heart. 

 

Reflection Activities 1.3-1.4 [Distance Students only]  
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following question, and tick off the related box in 
the unit guide. 
 
#1.3 In your own words, why are we all in God’s debt, and how come we’re dead broke to repay? 
#1.4 What does God’s GRACE in your life look like? How might you freely share His goodness? 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWFf4q-bclM&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWFf4q-bclM&feature=youtu.be
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5.  RESPONSE: WORSHIPPING THE GOD OF GRACE (ISAIAH 6:1-8) 

In response to God’s grace, let’s sing together How Deep the Father’s Love for Us. 
 
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure  
 
How great the pain of searing loss, 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the chosen One, 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
 
It was my sin that held Him there, 
Until it was accomplished. 
His dying breath has brought me life, 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
 
Why should I gain from His reward, 
I cannot give an answer. 
But this I know with all my heart, 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

 
 
Read:   Isaiah 6:1-8     we go in response to God’s love for us 
 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his 
robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one 
another:  
    "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  
    the whole earth is full of his glory." 

  4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

  5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 

  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and 
your sin atoned for." 

  8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  
    And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

Engage:  Communion    Thank God, and pray for our lost friends. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV2zMZ-nZ7k
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6.  CLOSING PRAYER AND PREPARATION FOR NEXT MODULE 

Starting from Module 2, each student will take a turn sharing their testimony, and/or outreach tips. 
 
For next module, the two students sharing will be: 
 

TESTIMONY 1: __________________  
TIPS:  __________________ Demographic: ____________________ 

 
 

 

Challenge & Forum Activity Module 1 
 The CHALLENGE for this week is to put the ORDINARY ATTEMPTS (cf. p2) approach into 

action … see http://ecreekside.com/evangelism-ordinary-attempts … that is: (1) NOTICE 
those around you (2) PRAY for whatever comes to mind for one person (3) LISTEN – both 
to God, and them … if you connect, ask “How are you?” … and simply have a conversation, 
seeing where God leads. ... Put this into practice this week, and share *one* ‘ordinary 
attempt’ in the next class. 

Post to the FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) under Module 1 on Moodle to outline your 
two hours of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience.  
 
This is a great tie in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment 
on what others post, and let’s get the conversation going.  
 
Remember, you should bounce off one of the recommended readings in your response. SO, take 
the time to process the pre-readings for this module (best done before class). 
 
Be sure to post these thoughts prior to this week’s class, as we will use these reflections as the 
basis for an in-class discussion, where you will be expected to contribute.  

Put your response on the Moodle Forum 
 

  

Preparation for Next Week …  
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide pp7-8 … Come prepared to share … 

         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 

 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your TESTIMONY and/or TIPS for outreach 

 Bring your 1 page PERSONAL PROFILE with a photo, so I can get to know you  

 **Bring any tracts you have to class next week as we consider  
“good news about the gospel” 

https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=22035
http://ecreekside.com/evangelism-ordinary-attempts
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Significance for Christian theology, life and thought... 
 

What in this session is most significant to you personally,  
in forming your own theology, life and thought? 

 
It’s important to understand the context in which we evangelise: How do people hear the gospel? 
What helps or hinders their receptivity? Yet, at times all this strategising and analysing obscures 
the heart of any attempt to witness: 

                          “Those whom are forgiven much, love much.”  

When I’m feeling overwhelmed with the challenge, or dry in my spirit and lacking in zeal, I need to 
return to this central truth. Only when I can see how much I’ve been forgiven, and thus how great 
is the grace and love of God, am I right to share. For it is out of the overflow of this love that I 
should speak. And it is by our responsive love for each other that God is made known. 

If I compare my life to others around me, it’s easy to become complacent and feel like I’m doing 
okay. But like ‘Simon’ in the story today (Luke 7:36-50), I, too, am broke; I have nothing of my own 
with which to repay. To remind me of this reality, I join myriad others each day  
in the ‘Jesus prayer’: 

                           “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me: a sinner.” 

In slowly repeating this phrase, and allowing His Spirit to search me, I can recentre on Him, and 
find His peace … “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, give us your peace.”  
Out of this place—recognising I am now truly free—I find the passion to freely share. 

Praise God for His forgiveness. And in response, let’s speak of His goodness (Psalm 107:1-2). 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever.                
Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak out! Tell others he has redeemed you from your enemies.”  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Prayer

