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EM324/524-D 
Module 2  

Learning Guide  

Good News About the Gospel 
 

 

Before you start...  
 Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide p6 + uploads on Moodle) 
 Bring some sample ‘TRACTS’ for evaluation 
 From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application  
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your testimony and/or share about evangelism 

with your chosen social group 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Last module we delved into our impressions, confessions and motivations regarding evangelism. This 
module we get to the heart of our message. How has evangelism shifted across time, before Christ, with 
Christ, and after His ascension? If the ‘gospel’ is ‘good news’, then what’s the core of this lead story?  

In session one we explore the nature of the ‘gospel’ in both Old and New Testaments.  

In session two we debrief the readings, as well as the weekly staples: share your testimony, offer some tips, 
pray for friends, and reflect on the challenge. 

In session three we whip out those gospel tracts you brought to consider what makes for a good or bad 
sharing of Christ and His Kingdom. Then, I’ll offer a way I’ve found effective to communicate the gospel: 
“the big story” (bouncing off James Choung’s True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In). 

Then, as will become the norm over this course, we’ll close with either a church creed or the Lord’s prayer.  

  
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this module are to: 

1. Get a handle on what is the ‘gospel’ 
2. Evaluate ways of sharing the gospel, toward finding your own expression 

 
OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, the student shall be expected to explain to another what is the gospel, and 
refine his or her approach to sharing this message. 
 
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm) 
6:15 What is the Gospel? Old and New Testament Evangelism (50 minutes) 
7:10 Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge | Debrief Readings (45 minutes) 
8:05 Gaining Tract-ion (woeful pun, I know!)—evaluating ways of sharing the gospel (25 minutes) 
8:30 Sharing “The Big Story” (25 minutes) 
8:55 Assign people to share for next module + Challenge + Lord’s Prayer/Creed (5 minutes) 
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2.  WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM 

Resource 2.1  
 

For some great resources on what is the gospel, check out the following: 
 
Tim Keller … Keller is Pastor at Redeemer Presbyterian, New York. He’s a master at faithfully 
contextualising the gospel, and does a better job than most I know at uniting the individual, social and 
cosmic elements. Here are some great places to go to get a feel for his approach: 

 Tim Keller gateway to resources here. Check out any with ‘gospel’ in the title—his major theme 
e.g. here 

 Keller, The Reason for God (2008)—preview here … read ch 11 “religion & the gospel” (174-185) 
 Under Optional Reading (Moodle) I’ve put 2 pdfs taken from his Center Church (2012)—brilliant 

insights on the different metaphors related to the gospel … well worth a read.  
(cf. Keller’s 2016 3 part reworking: I, II, III) 

 
Also, you may find a couple of pieces I’ve put together helpful. Under Extra Resources (Moodle), check 
out “Sign 2 … Gospel” for some related thoughts. 
 
Finally, under Optional Reading (Moodle), the reading                         
from James Choung (True Story, pp. 191-204) on  
principles in the gospel, and the Mortimer Arias  
reading on “The Reign of God” offer the larger frame.  
This is brilliantly picked up by N. T. Wright in his  
book How God Became King: The Forgotten Story 
Of the Gospels (2012)—see preview here. 
 
 
 
 

2.1 Confused about the gospel?1 

A few years back I was speaking on evangelism at a L’Abri workshop, when I got chatting with the head of a 
missions group. I suggested we needed to unpack Christ’s own preaching of the gospel. He responded, 
“How could Christ preach the gospel. I mean, what did He say? … ‘Hey, soon I’ll be dying on a cross and 
rising again to forgive you for your sins, making you right with God. Keep a look out for this!’” In his mind, 
there was no gospel to preach, as the gospel is simply Christ crucified for our sins and risen again (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4). So, did Jesus preach the gospel? And what precisely is the gospel? 

                                                           
1 N.b. across this course, Gospel means the four books (Matthew—John), while gospel is the message preached. 

Class Activity 2.1: The ‘gospel’ in a nutshell—15 minutes 
 

(1) Individually, write down 4 components that comprise “the gospel in a nutshell” (2 minutes) 
(2) Now, pair up with another, and agree on a shared list of 4 components (3 minutes) 
(3) One last pairing, forming a group of 4. Agree on 4 components (5 minutes) 
(4) Let’s share these together, and see how many unique components we have. Is there a core?  

How expansive is the gospel? (5 minutes) 

http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/bio/timkeller.html
http://www.gospelinlife.com/understanding-the-gospel
http://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358834168&sr=1-1&keywords=The+reason+for+God#reader_1594483493
https://www.amazon.com/Shaped-Gospel-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310520592/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515563435&sr=1-2&keywords=center+church+tim+keller
https://www.amazon.com/Loving-City-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310514088/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0310514088&pd_rd_r=5J714CY9F58A286S80S3&pd_rd_w=XVZGV&pd_rd_wg=T3j2D&psc=1&refRID=5J714CY9F58A286S80S3
https://www.amazon.com/Serving-Movement-Balanced-Gospel-Centered-Ministry/dp/0310520576/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0310520576&pd_rd_r=TJ7NVC8YE57FPBTTY8CX&pd_rd_w=JvkWU&pd_rd_wg=q669d&psc=1&refRID=TJ7NVC8YE57FPBTTY8CX
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=17272
https://www.amazon.com/True-Story-Christianity-Worth-Believing/dp/0830836098/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515633288&sr=8-1&keywords=true+story+choung
http://www.amazon.com/How-God-Became-King-Forgotten/dp/0061730572#reader_0061730572
http://labri.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358834168&sr=1-1&keywords=The+reason+for+God#reader_1594483493
http://www.amazon.com/True-Story-Christianity-Worth-Believing/dp/0830836098/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358834657&sr=1-1&keywords=True+story:+A+christianity#reader_0830836098
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 Did Christ share “the gospel”—and if so, what was it? 

 St. Francis (with little evidence) is purported to have said “preach the gospel at all times; 
and if necessary, use words.” Agree, or disagree?  
Can the gospel be communicated without words? On what Biblical basis? 

 How many different meanings (or levels) can you think of for gospel? 
 
Though we’ve started with your understanding of the gospel, it’s crucial that our take is critiqued by the 
Scriptures as a whole. In this next activity we’ll divvy up some key passages to get our bearings.  

 
 

                                                           
2 To get your terminology right, check out the Module 3 pre-reading “Sakenfield2007”—these are key pages from the 
“New Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible”, defining evangelism, evangelist and gospel. 

Class Activity 2.2: The gospel across the Bible—30 mins. 
 
Each student is to take on one or more of the following passages from across the Scriptures. Each 
passage references gospel, evangelism, or records an example of “sharing the gospel”. 
 

(1) Read your assigned passages, prioritising those underlined (5 minutes) 
MY PASSAGES: ________ __________ ___________ __________ _________ __________  
Jot a few notes for what this says about the gospel and evangelism (5 minutes) 

(2) Share these insights with one other student (5 minutes) 
(3) Go through Dave’s general comments on these passages (below the box), then bring your 

insights from above into this dialogue … is anything missing? Does this align with what you’ve 
read? What does this mean for how we share the gospel today? (15 minutes) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT (basar is the root word in each passage—see if you can spot it):2 
Key References 
Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 15:5 
Isaiah 40:9-10; 41:27; 52:7; 60:6; 61:1 
Side References 
1 Samuel 4:17; 31:9  
2 Samuel 1:20; 4:10; 18:19-31  
1 Kings 1:42; 1 Chronicles 10:9; 16:23 
Psalms 40:9; 68:11-12; 96:2  
Jeremiah 20:15; Nahum 1:15 
 

NEW TESTAMENT (the Greek word [transliterated] for gospel is euangelion, the noun form of 
the verb, euangelizo, essentially meaning to preach): 
Key References 
Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 11:5; 24:14; 26:13; Mark 1:1, 14-15; 8:35; 10:29; 13:10; 16:15 
Luke 2:9-11; 4:16-19, 43; 7:22; 8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1  
John 3:16-18; Acts 1:8; 5:42; 8:25; 10:36, 43; 11:20; 13:31-33; 14:15; 17:18; 28:31 
Romans 1:1-17; 2:16; 10:15; 15:16-20; 16:25-26 
1 Corinthians 1:17; 9:16, 22-24; 15:1-3; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 5:18-19 
Galatians 1:5-12; 3:8; Ephesians 1:13; 3:5-7; 6:18-20; Colossians 1:4-6, 22-24 
1 Thessalonians 1:5; 2:4; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 2:14; 2 Timothy 1:9-11; 2:7-9; Revelation 14:5-7 
Great ‘gospel’ sermons 
Acts 2-3; 8; 10:24-48; 13; 17:22-34; 24:24; 26; 28:30-31 
 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/factchecker-misquoting-francis-of-assisi/
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=22047
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Concerning the Old Testament (Tanakh): 

 As already mentioned, the Hebrew word for gospel is basar, meaning “good news/good tidings” 

 The “proto-euangelion” in Genesis 3:15, 12:3, and 15:5 is inferred from Acts 10:43 and Romans 4 … 
that the gospel was preached “before hand” to Abraham 

 Many comment (e.g. Christopher Wright, The Mission of God) that the Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:18-20 traces back to Genesis 12, where Abraham is “blessed to be a blessing” as 
evidence of God’s reign over all creation, a divine election for this-worldly mission post-Babel 

 The Isaianic passages establish the connection between “good news” and “God’s Kingly rule”—seen 
throughout Isa. 40-66 … “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news: 
Our God reigns”  

 Concerning the “side references” (in the history books like Samuel and Kings), generic uses of 
“gospel/good tidings” in the Old Testament usually relate to public messages of military victory … 
the good news, and the one proclaiming the gospel, draw from the same root word 

 “Kingdom” language is implicit from Genesis, as God is the Lord of the whole earth, its King and 
ruler, as per Psalm 24:1 (also Psalm 2; 45:6; 93:1-5; 103:19; 145:11-13). Even before YHWH allowed 
Israel to have a King, it was understood as a theocracy: YHWH was King (2 Kings 19:19). Kingdom 
language emerges in relation to Israel (Ex. 19:6) that Israel will be for Him a Kingdom of priests, a 
holy nation. The Kingdom promises and covenant to always have a King on the throne with an 
everlasting Kingdom continue via David (1 Samuel 13:13-14; 2 Samuel 5:12; 7:13-16), and are then 
taken up by Isaiah in chapters 40-66 (see also Isaiah 9:7; 32:1-3; 37:16; also Daniel 2:44; 4:3, 17; 
7:27). In this, the King is loosely identified with a suffering servant (Isaiah 9:1-7; 52:13-53:12). 

Concerning the New Testament: 

 As already mentioned, the Greek word for gospel is euangelion, the noun form of the verb, 
euangelizo, essentially meaning “to preach” (related to kerygma) 

 Particularly in Luke (e.g. 4:16-19, also Mark 1:14-15) we discover that Jesus’ ministry was preaching 
“the good news of the Kingdom of God”: basileia tou theou 

 The gospel of the early Church was essentially that of the Kingdom of God/reign of God. Yet the 
reign of God was revealed through the crucified and risen Messiah, thus “Jesus is Lord” was 
equated with “the Kingdom has come.” God’s rule has come through the mission, cross, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Concerning Evangelism in the OT vs. NT: 

 While Israel was called to publish/make known/show forth/preach/tell/announce the good news of 
God’s reign, it was largely through their national life (cf. Isaiah 43:10-12). In this sense, their mission 
was centripetal (inward/attractive): as they were a light to the nations, mediating the knowledge of 
God to all people, the Gentiles would be drawn to them. Other than occasional prophets sent to 
the nations, largely in judgment—e.g., Jonah—they were rarely sent on mission 

 The centripetal mission of attraction changed with Christ into a centrifugal mission of going.  
Jesus, as the Christ, embodied and fulfilled Israel’s vocation in Himself. As the seed of Abraham, He 
was God’s justification in keeping the covenants/promises made to the patriarchs (particularly 
Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3), that in being blessed He would bless the nations through His seed. 
Christ then broke down any racial divisions, incorporating into Himself as the new humanity both 
Jews and Gentiles as one people (Galatians 3:28; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21). Christ’s mission thus 
uniquely inaugurated a centrifugal dimension, moving out from Jerusalem, through Judea, to the 
ends of the world (cf. Matthew 10:18; 24:14; 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 28:31) 

 Summary: “evangelism” in the Old Testament was static, vs. evangelism in the New Testament as 
living out one’s identity missionally to reach all people, even as they are drawn by the way we love 
one another (Jn 13:35). Our message is God’s reign through the crucified and resurrected Messiah, 
the Saviour of the whole world, who has defeated the powers and reconciled all creation to God 
through the forgiveness of sin. This is good news individually, corporately, and cosmically. 

https://www.amazon.com/Mission-God-Unlocking-Bibles-Narrative/dp/0830825711/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515634254&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mission+of+god+wright
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Reflection Activity 2.1-2.2 [Distance Students only]  
 
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related box 
in the unit guide. 
 
#2.1 What 4 elements would you consider to be crucial to pronouncing the ‘gospel’.  
What key passages support this claim? 
 
#2.2 The ‘gospel’ means both that “God reigns”—announcing His Kingdom—and that “Jesus is Lord”. 
Its centre is in the “crucifixion and resurrection of the Son of God” (1 Cor. 15:3-4), covering our sin and 
liberating the captives. How do these three forms tie together? Write a few sentences in plain English 
to share this with a new disciple who is confused about the gospel.  
 

[The team at the Bible Project (https://thebibleproject.com/) have a number of videos that will help you 
better frame evangelism within the biblical narrative. In particular, see “The Gospel of the Kingdom”.  

Also worth watching are the videos on Shalom/Peace, Justice, The Messiah, Agape/Love  
(cf. Ahavah/Love), Sacrifice/Atonement, Heaven & Earth, Nephesh/Soul, and Lev/Heart. 

 

 
“Jesus brought God’s rule and reign to the world in a very upside-down way,  

which is the best news you could ever hope to hear.” 
 
 
 
 

  

https://thebibleproject.com/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/shalom-peace/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/justice
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/the-messiah
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/agape-love/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/ahavah-love
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/sacrifice-atonement
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/heaven-earth/
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/nephesh-soul
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/lev-heart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmFPS0f-kzs
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3.  TESTIMONY/TIPS/PRAYER/CHALLENGE | DEBRIEF READINGS 

Class Activity 2.3 … “The Staples”—stuff we do each week 
Testimony: _______________ is sharing their story this session …  
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. A testimony is simply sharing 
  What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life  
                  + How life has changed 
 

Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off 
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question: 
                “What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?” 

Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …  
 “I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”       “I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.” 
 “Guilty . . . but now liberated.”                        “Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.” 
 “Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”                   … See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126 

Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY: Designed for good  Damaged by evil  
        Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right 
 

Tips: ______________ is sharing this session about evangelism with _______________ 
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic 
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.). 

 Describe the Group and your involvement with them 
 Tell one story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer: 

o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel? 
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group? 
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them? 
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group? 
o Any other thoughts or illustrations? 

 At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness 
  

Prayer: 
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God 
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led. 
 

Challenge: Last module = “ordinary attempts” … notice others, pray, listen. 
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when 
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or 
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning 
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief. Reflect on these for FORUM POSTS. 

In preparation for this week’s challenge, graciousy hearing outsider’s perspectives on our holy cows, 
check out Moodle Module 2 Extra Resources for the “Reverse Evangelism” de-centring practice, sparked 

by postmodern Christian philosopher Peter Rollins as part of 
“The Evangelism Project”: video; article; “Golden Rule Practice”; 
“Last Supper” practice; helpful book with underlying theology of 
listening.  

ACTION:  ASK SOMEONE, WHO IS NOT A CHRISTIAN, ABOUT THEIR 
BELIEFS. LISTEN ATTENTIVELY WITH LOVE AND RESPECT, NOT AS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO EVANGELISE. ASK HOW THEY PERCEIVE CHRISTIANITY. 
LISTEN, EMPATHISE, DON’T DEFEND. THANK THEM FOR THEIR HONESTY. 

https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=22040
https://peterrollins.com/
https://peterrollins.com/evangelism-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDd4G22zrOI
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/2015/01/07/reverse-evangelism-by-jonathan-storment/
https://christspieces.org/practices/
https://peterrollins.com/the-last-supper
https://www.amazon.com/Evangelism-after-Christendom-Theology-Christian/dp/1587431947/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515550927&sr=8-1&keywords=bryan+p.+stone+evangelism+after+christendom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDd4G22zrOI
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To help you process the readings, the following questions and thoughts are what strike me.  
How would you answer these kinds of questions?  

SE “Evangelism: Theological Currents and Cross-Currents Today,” 4-17 
 
 In what ways are evangelism and mission related, and distinct? 
  
 If Bosch’s definition were accepted and enacted by your church, how would things change? 

1) “Evangelism is the core, heart, or center of mission; it consists in the proclamation of salvation in 
Christ to nonbelievers, in announcing forgiveness of sins, in calling people to repentance and faith 
in Christ, in inviting them to become living members of Christ’s earthly community and to begin a 
life in the power of the Holy Spirit.”(p9) 

2) “Evangelism seeks to bring people into the visible community of believers.” (p10) 
3) “Evangelism involves witnessing to what God has done, is doing, and will do. It therefore does not 

announce anything that we are bringing about but draws people’s attention to what God has 
brought about and is still bringing about. Evangelism is not a call to put something into effect. It 
gives testimony to the fact that Christ has already conquered the powers (Col. 1:13) and has broken 
down the middle wall of partition (Eph. 2:14-17). … This does not suggest that evangelism consists 
in verbal witness only. It consists in word and deed, proclamation and presence, explanation and 
example. The verbal witness indeed remains indispensable, not least because our deeds and our 
conduct are ambiguous; they need elucidation. … So we must name the Name of him in whom we 
believe (1 Peter 3:15). But this does not mean that evangelism is only verbal. The biblical concept 
euangelizesthai refers to more than the English word ‘preach’ does. … at least in Paul’s epistle to 
the Galatians … the Greek word euangelizesthai should not be rendered ‘preach the Gospel’ but 
‘embody the Gospel in their midst.’” (p11f) 

4) “Evangelism is invitation: it should never deteriorate into coaxing, much less than threat.” (p12) … 
Bosch thus questions/challenges evangelism that utilises guilt feelings, despair, coercion, scaring 
into hell through arousing the lowest of human emotions rather than appeal to grace and love. 

5) “Evangelism is possible only when the community that evangelizes—the church—is a radiant 
manifestation of the Christian faith and has a winsome lifestyle … the medium is the message.” 
(p12) … mentions Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35, early Christian community characterized by compassion, 
fellowship, sharing, worship, service, and teaching … “join us” … it was attractive. …         

p13 re: characteristics of the church involved in evangelism: a) it lets outsiders feel at home; b) it is 
not merely an object of pastoral care with the pastor having the monopoly;  

Class Activity 2.4—Readings Debrief 
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following: 

         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 
 
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion. The aim is to ground the readings and apply 
them to one’s life in general and ministry context in particular. This is the ideal time to bring up whatever 
is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy! 
 
N.B. For modules 1-10, I’ve set up a FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) to outline your two hours 
of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. This is a great tie 
in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment on what others post, 
and let’s get the conversation going. Some great ideas may flow from this kind of dialogue. 
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c) its members are involved in society; d) it is structurally flexible and adaptable;  
e) it does not defend the interests of any select group of people. 

6) To evangelize is to take risks: a) we have no control over how the gospel proclaimed will ‘come alive’ 
in the hearers’ context; b) we may be changed in the outreach (Acts 10) 

7) Those responding positively receive salvation as a present gift, alongside assurance of eternal 
blessedness. Yet, the primary purpose of evangelism is not to guarantee or impart happiness or fulfil 
felt-needs. The gospel is not a consumer product to be the opiate of the masses, lest we produce 
self-centred converts: “Things-go-better-with-Jesus wrapping.” (p14f) … “It is not simply to receive 
life that people are called to become Christians, but rather to give life” (p15). 

8) Thus, “evangelism is calling people to become followers of Jesus. It is enlisting people for missions—a 
mission as comprehensive as that of Jesus.” (p15). 

 p17 summary: “Evangelism may be defined as that dimension and activity of the church’s mission 
which seeks to offer every person, everywhere, a valid opportunity to be directly challenged by the gospel 
of explicit faith in Jesus Christ, with a view to embracing him as Savior, becoming a living member of his 
community, and being enlisted in his service of reconciliation, peace, and justice on earth.” 

 

SE “Evangelism and the Gospel of Salvation,” 33-45 
 
 What does it mean to bring the good news of ‘salvation’? 
 
 “To bring good news of salvation implies bearing witness to a liberating and a searching God” (p35). 
What does Orlando Costas mean by this, and what are the implications in your context? 
 
“To bring good news of salvation is, therefore, to witness to the truthfulness of the gospel message. Such a 
witness has threefold implication. First of all, it involves testifying to the reality of the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth (cf. Acts 10:39; Luke 1:2). … Secondly, witnessing to the truth of the gospel implies affirming the 
truth with regard to the work of Christ [Luke 24:44-48]. … Thirdly, to bear witness to the truth of the gospel 
implies affirming the veracity of God, for the gospel is a message about God (Rom. 1:1) and he is the 
ultimate reality of the universe.” (p37f) 
 
 Why did OT believers conceive of “salvation” in primarily physical terms, whereas most Christians today 
perceive of “salvation” as a spiritual event, drawing us away from this world? 
 
 “To bring good news of salvation is to interpret Christ’s saving work in the light of the struggles of 
mankind … interpreting the comprehensiveness of God’s salvation to all the peoples of the earth” (p39). 
What does this mean, and look like in practice? 
 
“In the New Testament, salvation has at least a threefold meaning: (1) liberation from the power of sin and 
death (Rom. 8:1-2); (2) being born into the family of God (John 1:12; Rom. 8:16, 17, 29; Gal. 3:16, 26-29, 
4:5b-7; 1 John 2:1-2); (3) participation in the reign of Christ (cf. Eph. 1:20ff.; 2:6; Rev. 1:5f.) Understood 
thus, salvation ‘offers a comprehensive wholeness in this divided life.’ It has not only a personal but a 
collective, social quality; it not only has a future dimension but a present one as well. … [Our] experience of 
liberation from the power of sin and death requires of [us] the manifestation of God’s shalom in our life 
(i.e., a life of reconciliation, freedom, and fullness). [Our] participation in the life of God’s kingdom 
demands of [us] a commitment to justice.” 
 

1. Salvation works in the struggle for economic justice against the exploitation of people by people. 
2. Salvation works in the struggle for human dignity against man’s political oppression by his 

fellowmen. 
3. Salvation works in the struggle for solidarity against the alienation of person from person. 
4. Salvation works in the struggle of hope against despair in personal life. 
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“That man will never achieve a perfect, just, and peaceful world through himself is clearly taught in 
Scripture. But his search for justice, peace, hope, and solidarity is, nevertheless, a sign of the coming age 
which the church must relate to and interpret in the light of the gospel. Man’s life struggles constitute, 
therefore, opportunities for the church to show forth and demonstrate prophetically Christ’s saving power” 
(p41). 
 
 “The church is faithful to her witnessing vocation when she becomes a catalyst for God’s liberating 
action in the world of poverty, exploitation, hunger, guilt, and despair by standing in solidarity with people, 
by showing them with concrete actions that God cares and wills to save them and by helping them to 
understand the material and moral roots of their situation” (p41). Do you agree? If so, again, what could 
this look like in your context? 
 
 “To bring good news of salvation is to call for a commitment to Jesus Christ” (p42).  
Can Jesus be your Saviour if He is not your Lord? What are the implications for our gospel appeals? 
 
“What are the implications of such a commitment? First, inviting people to commit their lives to Christ 
implies a simultaneous confrontation with the realities of their lives and the possibility which God makes 
available in Christ to enter into a new life. … Moreover, it involves a simultaneous offer to consider turning 
from themselves and putting their trust in the New Man, Christ Jesus, who is, at the same time, the way, 
the truth, and the life (John 14:6), and who consequently transforms them into a new creation  
(2 Cor. 5:17)” (p42). 
 
  i.e., repentance (change of mind) and faith toward God …  
  “[S]uch a decision implies a commitment to everything which Jesus Christ is himself committed” (p42). 
  (See, for instance, salvation for Zacchaeus, in Luke 19:9-10) 
 
“Unfortunately, this has not always been the case in the church’s evangelizing enterprise. Instead of 
confronting men and women with their sin as manifested in their concrete social situations, the church has 
much too often confronted them with their abstract sinfulness, leaving their sinful relations to their 
particular life situations unaffected” (p43)  cheap grace 
 
 Using Orlando Costas’ own criteria, is today’s evangelism (in your experience) faithful, or a fad that is 
both frustrating and truncated?: 
“For unless the evangelistic practice of the church corresponds to the biblical understanding of evangelism, 
unless the gospel which is witnessed to represents truly and indeed the comprehensiveness of Christ’s 
saving work, unless it is interpreted in the light of the struggles of mankind and is accompanied by an 
uncompromising call to a life of commitment, evangelism becomes a frustrating experience and the gospel 
a truncated message.” (p45). 
 

SE “Toward Developing an Adequate/Comprehensive Understanding of Evangelization,” 313-327 
 
 “The evangelizing mission of the church is at the heart of the Christian community’s saving identity and 
purpose in the world. The church exists to evangelize” (313). Do you agree? If so, is this the conclusion an 
outsider would come to by looking at your church’s life together, and its expenditure of time, money, and 
energy. Why, or why not? Where is the break down? 
 
Jerry Persha explores three aspects of evangelization: 1) the content of evangelization; 2) the identity of the 
church in relationship to that content; and 3) the manner of communicating it. 
 
 How does the “good news” relate to the Kingdom or Reign of God? 
“Two inseparable dimensions of God’s reign continuously seem to emerge from Jesus’ message and life. 
One involves Jesus’ personal experience of God’s sovereignty over him. … The other dimension is Jesus’ 
enactment of that very experience through is life and ministry” (p314). 
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 What does “prophetic” and “paschal” evangelism look like? 
 
 How does the Reign of God relate to “Jesus is Lord”? Why did the church shift from Jesus’ primary 
evangelistic message to the latter confession? 
 
 In what sense is the evangelizing mission of the church at the heart of the Christian community’s saving 
identity in the world? (p319) What role does the Spirit play in this? 
 
 “Witness and word of dialogue are the two indispensable ways in which the content of the good news is 
communicated. Both are necessary in the invitation to others to consider the meaning of Jesus Christ. 
Witness without interpretation, unaccompanied by word of dialogue, can remain ambiguous or unclear for 
the other. But equally so, word of dialogue without witness is empty. Both must complement one another.” 
… how have you seen this done well? 
 
 What does it mean to be a witness for Christ? 

 

Keller “The Gospel in All Its Forms” (5pp)  
 
 Keller suggests that many ‘gospel’ presentations today are flawed because (1) they are individualistic, 
about me and my future hope; (2) they presume there is only one simple gospel message, independent of 
context. Do you agree? Think about a recent gospel message you’ve heard. How’d it do on these 2 fronts? 
 
 What does Keller mean by “one gospel, many forms”? What forms does the gospel take? 
 
 Keller summarises the “one gospel” as “Through the person and work of Jesus Christ, God fully 
accomplishes salvation for us, rescuing us from judgment for sin into fellowship with him, and then restores 
the creation in which we can enjoy our new life together with him forever.” What do you like about this 
definition? Is anything lacking? Is it expansive enough to include the cosmic dimensions of the ‘good news’? 
 
 How does this message relate to the reign of God and His plans to bring shalom (holistic flourishing)? 
 
 Think how this is ‘good news’ for one of the following groups: (1) refugees; (2) business executives; (3) 
children; (4) environmentalists; (5) people with disabilities; (6) politicians; (7) those in palliative care; (8) 
drug addicts. For this group, how could you contextualise the message, so the gospel makes sense to them? 
 
 Choose another of these groups. Which points of the gospel might you emphasise, or minimise in your 
presentation?—if Keller is right that rarely can you coherently express all the facets of the gospel (like a 
diamond) in any one talk. 
 
 How might you explain ‘sin’ to the average Aussie?—thinking on Keller’s use of Kiekegaard’s “idolatry” 
 
 In what context might you give more emphasis to “eternal life” than “the kingdom of God”? Why? 
 

**Keller’s Center Church (under Optional Reading, Moodle) has some brilliant insights on the different 
metaphors related to the gospel … well worth a read in fleshing this out** 
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4.  GAINING TRACT-ION—EVALUATING GOSPEL PRESENTATIONS 

In this session we whip out those gospel tracts you brought to consider what makes for a good or bad 
sharing of Christ and His Kingdom. Then, I’ll offer a way I’ve found effective to communicate the gospel: 
“The Big Story” (bouncing off James Choung’s True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In). 

 

 

In the optional reading from James Choung (True Story, pp. 191-204), he explores what he sees as the core 
of the gospel. Oftentimes the gospel is presented as “Jesus taking my punishment to deal with sin 
separating us from God, buying me eternity with him in Heaven.” While there are elements of truth to this 
take, it misses key aspects of the gospel, and arguably distorts others. In short, this message often sounds 
like escapism—hardly “good news” to people today. 
 
Focusing on Mark 1:1-4, Choung notes that Jesus’ first and most succinct gospel proclamation goes like this: 
 “The time has come. . . . The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”  
 
In response, Choung suggests three movements to better reflect the good news at the heart of Christianity: 

1) Decision  Transformation 
2) Individual  Community 
3) Afterlife  Mission Life 

 
Both dimensions matter. However …  

 Often we’re so focused on the point of decision (kingdom of darkness or kingdom of light—
when did you ‘become’ a Christian?), that we ignore the ongoing transformation that 
comes from drawing progressively closer to Christ (rather than bounded sets, in or out, we 
can highlight one’s movement toward or away from the light of Christ) 

 Often we’re so focused on the individual response to the gospel (just you and God, to 
know you’re saved) that we ignore God’s desire to form a community of Christ followers, 
all adopted into His family as a corporate witness to His transforming presence 

 Often we’re so focused on the afterlife (do you know if you’re going to heaven when you 
die?) that we ignore the mission life now (that we’re saved to serve, and embody the 
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth in the present, as a foretaste of the resurrected New Creation) 

 
Choung suggests four criteria to evaluate any gospel summary.  

1) A gospel summary needs to capture a larger scope of the kingdom of God—and make it relevant 
for everyday life. 

2) A summary needs to be nestled in the context of the biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation. 
3) A gospel summary needs to be simple to understand. 
4) The gospel needs to sound like the good news it really is instead of a static message concerned 

only with the afterlife and thus divorced from everyday realities (individual, community, creation). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/True-Story-Christianity-Worth-Believing/dp/0830836098/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515637859&sr=1-1&keywords=True+Story%3A+A+Christianity+Worth+Believing+In
http://www.jameschoung.net/2007/09/17/the-big-story/
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5.  SHARING “THE BIG STORY” 

Resource 2.2  
 

I’ve been working for some time on ways of sharing “the big story”. It began with James Choung’s 
book True Story and his youtube video part 1 (gospel) and part 2 (response). His “four circles” 
interview by Christianity Today (on Moodle) is especially helpful. Check out these resources: 
 

 Under Moodle Module 2 Extra Resources, read my rationale for “the big story” in the article 
“good news beyond pearly gates” 

 I’ve made a video of how to share the Big Story here [we’ll revisit this in modules 11-13] 
 For baptism and outreach services we’ve created a 4 page bulletin insert that explains the gospel 

to outsiders, light on jargon but hopefully faithful to the Scriptures. See Moodle here. 
 For a range of tracts I’ve put togther with graphic artist James Alley—“epic story” and  

“big story”—see here. 
 For a blog version of the epic story, see here (part 1) and here (part 2), and in one hit here. 

 

 

Class Activity 2.5: Tract Evaluation—25 minutes 
 
(1) What do you think about Choung’s 3 shifts, and 4 criteria? Are there any you would add, or remove? 
How about these 3 criteria instead? 
   #1. Biblical Faithfulness … truly presents the gospel, simplifying as far as possible but no further. 
   #2. Cultural Relevance … does it connect to everyday Aussie culture, clearly explaining the truth and 
relevance of the gospel? Consider, also, appearance and graphical layout. 
   #3. Usability … how easy is it to read, visually appealing, and useful is it for talking through the gospel. 
 
(2) Having done the background biblical and theological work on the nature of the “gospel,” and what 
evangelism is about, break into pairs to read or watch 1-2 approaches (tracts you brought or online 
gospel presentations) to sharing the gospel (10 minutes)  
 For instance: 
  -Four Spiritual Laws/Knowing God Personally       
   (http://powertochange.com/discover/faith/discoverpurpose/) 
  -Million Dollar Bill + Good Person Test (“Seal Beach Kid”)    
   (http://www.wayofthemaster.com/watchwitnessing.shtml)   
   (http://www.wayofthemaster.com/goodperson.shtml) 
                                            (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCSUKIhjevo) 
  -Two Ways to Live (http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/) 
                              -Christianity Explored (http://www.christianityexplored.org/what-is-christianity) 
  -Four Circles (www.jameschoung.net/2007/09/17/the-big-story +    
                           www.jameschoung.net/2008/01/31/the-big-story-part-2) 
        -Gospel Graffiti Bridge to Life: billygraham.org/video/gospel-graffiti-bridge-to-life/ (youtube) 
        -A sample evangelist’s message, e.g. Nick Hall, “Reset: Jesus Offers a Fresh Start” here 
 
(3) Using either Choung’s 4 criteria (each scored out of 10 = total score/40), or the alternate set of 3 
criteria under point #1 (each scored out of 10 = total score/30) rate this approach … grade it A-E (5 mins) 
 
(4) Take 2 minutes with the whole group to share what you found (10 minutes) 
   (a) summarise the approach, and (b) evaluate it (A-E, highlighting strengths & weaknesses) 

http://www.amazon.com/True-Story-Christianity-Worth-Believing/dp/0830836098/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358834657&sr=1-1&keywords=True+story%3A+A+christianity
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/10/03/the-epic-story-part-i/
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/10/06/the-epic-story-part-ii/
http://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=17272
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=8570
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ewcCNirPt8
http://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=17329
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/epic-story-tracts/
http://wonderingfair.com/2012/02/01/the-epic-story-part-i/
http://wonderingfair.com/2012/02/03/the-epic-story-part-ii/
https://wonderingfair.com/2017/06/18/whats-so-good-about-the-gospel/
http://powertochange.com/discover/faith/discoverpurpose/
http://www.wayofthemaster.com/watchwitnessing.shtml
http://www.wayofthemaster.com/goodperson.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCSUKIhjevo
http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/
http://www.christianityexplored.org/what-is-christianity
http://www.jameschoung.net/2007/09/17/the-big-story
http://www.jameschoung.net/2008/01/31/the-big-story-part-2
http://billygraham.org/video/gospel-graffiti-bridge-to-life/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfN9AK87l0Y&t=64s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPCagvdBJfY
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Consider my “big story” adaptation of James Choung’s 5 circles approach (part of Sign course here): 

 

The big story is that God designed us all for good, but through our bad choices we’ve been 
damaged by evil. But, through Jesus’ life, death on the cross, and resurrection, we’ve been 

restored for better.  
If you’re humble enough 
to admit to God that you 
fall short, and ask Him to 

forgive you for the 
wrong you’ve done, 

putting God first, then 
you can connect with life 

to the full—what God 
always intended for you. 
Then you can join other 

followers of Jesus, 
empowered by God’s 

Spirit, sent together to 
heal a hurting world, 

waiting for the day when 
God will set everything right by judging all the evil and restoring the whole universe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/sign-week-1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ewcCNirPt8
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Designed for good 
We were made to love God, love each other, and tend this garden planet . . . 

(Genesis 1-2; Job 7:17-18; Psalm 8:3-9; 19; 144:3-4; Matthew 22:37-40; John 1; Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 
Damaged by evil 

Instead, we’ve despised God, abused others, and vandalized our world.  
“Sin” pollutes, perverts and destroys life  

(Genesis 3; Isaiah 59; John 8:34; Romans 1:18-32; 3:23; 6:23) 
 

Restored for better 
We’re forgiven, freed, healed, and transformed by Jesus’ sacrifice.3 God stepped into this 

world through Jesus: He paid for our wrongs, and defeated all the powers that lead to 
death. By rising again, he offers a new way forward to life. For those who admit their 

brokenness and sin, and align with God, a new chapter in life begins. 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12; John 3:16f.; 10:10; Acts 4:12; Romans 5; Colossians 2:13-15; Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 

Sent together to heal 
Jesus has empowered us with God’s Spirit to live the resurrection hope, a foretaste of what 

will be (Luke 4:18-19; 12:31-37, Matthew 20:25-28, 28:18-20,  
John 13:34-35; 15:5-27; 20:19-22, Acts 1:8) 

 

Set everything right 
We await the day Jesus returns to deal 

with all evil, rule fairly, and set 
everything right—a transformed 

world, God with us, and real peace  
(Psalm 96; 98; Isa. 2:2-4; 65:17-25; Mt. 

13:24-51; 25;  
Acts 17:31f.; Romans 8:18-25; 1 

Corinthians 15:21-58; Philippians 2:1-11; 
Revelation 11:18; 21:1-8) 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 For most people today, it’s not immediately obvious how Jesus’ death “restores us for better.” Like if I 

told you that “Bill loves you so much that he died for you to set you free,” you’d be wondering who this 
random Bill guy is, why he thinks I’m not free, and how his dying can in any way change that situation. I 
often use the “judge analogy” to help make Jesus’ sacrifice make sense to everyday Aussies. Just know that 
this step may take some more unpacking for people to get and accept. In theological terms, I believe that 
Christ’s death was both the necessary sacrifice on our behalf to cover us from the righteous wrath of a just 
God (penal substitution), and the ransom to redeem us from the powers that hold us captive by the 
foothold of our sin, thereby conquering Satan (Christus Victor). That is, Jesus’ death made it possible for a 
just and loving God to forgive our sin and at the same time win our freedom from Satan. This forgiveness 
and freedom is available right now, but it will be fully known and experienced on the day God judges all evil 
and sets things right on a personal, corporate, and cosmic level with the resurrection of all things—of which 
Jesus’ resurrection was the firstfruit and a foretaste. (Sorry to get technical, here, but there’s lots of 
confusion and debate concerning how to understand Christ’s “atonement” for our sins.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTfI31i0_xI
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 We’ll revisit and learn this approach by heart in Modules 11-13.  
For now, how would you evaluate this approach using both sets of criteria? 

 
 In this approach, you can take any experience of the 

person with whom you’re sharing, and connect their story to the 
Big Story. Ask questions to go deeper in the circle about which 
they’re presently talking (e.g. beauty and wonder is circle 1, pain 
and suffering and disappointment is circle 2, desire to change is 
circle 3, hopeful action to make a difference is circle 4, and 
future hope that our personal, corporate and cosmic problems 
will be sorted out is circle 5). Then, ask probing questions to help 
them make connections between the circles. As you do this, 
you’ll find you needn’t impose the gospel on them in a 
conversation. Rather, they’re living within a gospel-shaped story. 
Listening to the Spirit, you can help them make connections. 
 

 What themes in your friends’ lives might help you connect their story to the Big Story? 
 
CIRCLE 1 = When were you most HAPPY? 
(purity, purpose, innocence … what makes you feel 
really alive?) 
 
CIRCLE 2 = When were you most HURT? 
(brokenness, pain, hurt … where do you carry regret?) 
 
CIRCLE 3 = When you’re feeling lost or broken,  
who do you go to for HELP? (salvation, saviours, 
heroes, worship … who do you turn to?) 
 
CIRCLE 4 = What brokenness in the world do you  
most want to HEAL? (action, change, meaning  
… when did you feel you really made a difference?) 
 
CIRCLE 5 = What is your ultimate HOPE? 
(dreams, visions, desire, ideals … what do you live for, & how do you hope it’ll turn out?) 
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5.1 The Gospel in Prose 

Following is a way of sharing the gospel I designed for a 4-page insert in a local church’s bulletin, for when 
they have an outreach service. It’s called  

“Understanding the Story You’re Living In  
(Or, ‘What’s so good about the gospel?’)”  

 
See if this makes sense to you? Perhaps it will give you everyday language to communicate the good news. 

 

 

 
Looking From the Outside In           

There are many things in this world that I’ll probably never understand: global warming, interest 
rates, pokémon, and carrot-cake, to name just four. And life only gets more confusing when you 
change cultures. If you’ve just moved to Australia, you’re probably wondering why we abbreviate 
every word (“barby” is for barbeque, “uni” is for university), we’ve got “no worries” that every 
second animal could kill us quickly, we care more about sport than politics, and for a country with 
no ozone layer we sure like to bake in the sun.  
 
But for many people, the strangest thing in the world, and the most confusing culture of all, is that 
of the church. Perhaps Christianity is new to you? You genuinely don’t get what Christians believe, 
and have some big questions, but you’re not sure where to start or who to ask. Or maybe you’ve 
got a friend who invited you to a church service? You went along to see what it was all about—but 
then you experienced a kind of culture-shock as otherwise normal people began singing to God! 
 
Church—and often Christianity as a whole—is a confusing enigma to many people, even to those 
born in Australia. Most Australians know someone who is a Christian, and have a ‘believer’ or two 
back in the family tree, but aren’t personally connected with the church. Most can locate a Bible, 
but few have read it. A lot of people recognize the words (Jesus Christ, Saviour, cross, sin, 
righteousness, resurrection, etc), but they no longer make sense or connect into a coherent whole. 
It only becomes more confusing when you enter a church service and have to decipher all the 
symbols and stories. 
 
If you do get along to a church service, you’ll encounter all kinds of strange sights and sounds. For 
instance, you’ll notice what looks like corporate karaoke—hundreds of people facing the front, 
singing with their whole heart about love, forgiveness, Jesus, and a risen Saviour, occasionally 
swaying or raising their hands like at a rock concert. (We call this worship—something we all do in 
one form or another, placing some ‘god’ at the centre of our life, making sacrifices to it and singing 
its praises—whether a career, our kids, self, sport, a band, money, a relationship, a guru, or God). 
You’ll also hear some sort of mini-lecture (a sermon) intended to shape your thinking and life to be 
in tune with the way the universe really is—the way it works best.  
 
But even if you understand some of the surface aspects of church, you may still miss the heart of 
who we are and what we believe. For at the centre of Christianity is what we call the gospel, and it 
literally means the good news. It’s a phrase that we hear way back at the very start of Jesus’ 
mission in the world, some 2000 years ago: “Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15). And here’s where you might start switching off, for the 
church is famous for jargon: gospel, Kingdom, repent, and on it goes. You see, unless these 
powerful words are unpacked, I might as well be speaking another language for all the sense it 
makes. 
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Now in a short publication like this, I couldn’t possibly hope to demystify all that is the church and 
Christianity. However, I am hoping to serve as your tour guide to cross the cultural divide, helping 
you see what’s so good about the gospel. In order to do this, I need to connect you into the much 
bigger story contained in the Bible.  
 

Thank God You’re Here!           

Have you ever seen the T.V. show “Thank God You’re Here”? The premise of the show is simple: 
dress someone in a costume and get them to step through a door into a world they know nothing 
about. Who knows what the scene is on the other side of the door—a party, a courtroom, an 
emergency? Whatever it is, the actors, with minimal knowledge, have to bluff their way through 
until they can understand the story they’re living in. The humour comes as they do and say things 
totally inappropriate to the scene. But isn’t this a lot like our lives on Earth? We are born into a 
confusing story, greeted with “Thank God you’re here!” and then we wander the planet for 
decades trying to make sense of our lives!  
 
There is no shortage of stories that try to tell us what life is about—that we’re a chemical accident, 
or that existence is illusory, or that we’re the experiment of a disinterested God. The problem, as 
humans, is that none of us have a bird’s eye view to objectively see the kind of story we’re in. 
Starting from ourselves and reasoning up, we can’t answer the big questions of how we got here, 
the meaning of life, the cause of the human problem, the solution to this dilemma, and where 
we’re headed after we die. That is of course, unless someone outside the system speaks into the 
world to tell us what we could never find out for ourselves. 
 
And this is precisely what Christians believe God has done. As the philosopher Francis Schaeffer 
often said, “God is there, and he is not silent.” The Creator of the world has revealed himself by 
speaking through chosen people across history and in the process, he has helped us to understand 
ourselves. The cosmic story he has told answers our foundational questions concerning origins, 
purpose, morality, salvation, and destiny. Now this story goes beyond being a good fit (as another 
made-up story might) in that it connects with real history on planet Earth. You need to know, 
however, that history isn’t maths; if it’s water-tight proof you’re after, then you’ll be disappointed. 
But, if you are willing to search, then I’m pretty sure you’ll find that the Biblical story connects this 
life’s dots and is worth trusting.4  
 
We all live according to the story we think we’re in. Too often though, we dismiss another’s story 
without ever really hearing or understanding it. Take the time to enter into the Biblical story, and 
see how well it makes sense of all that you know. This (true) story is not a dusty legend, but a living 
hope that animates literally billions of people. And you may be surprised to find that your own life 
journey of need, struggle, and longing for victory, comes alive within these pages. In broad brush 
strokes, here’s how it goes…   
 

A Cosmic Story in Five Scenes         

Let’s pick up the story with Creation. You see, God designed us for good. We were made to love 
God, love others, and lovingly tend this world to make it fruitful. Humanity was appointed as God’s 
cosmic gardener of sorts, to represent his loving community among Father, Son, and Spirit in the 
world. You’ve probably heard of Adam and Eve as the first people. You may not know that Adam 
literally means “the man,” while Eve means “lifegiver.” Their story is our story. 
 
 
 

                                                           
4 A great read to help with this is Tim Keller’s book, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism.  

https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1515640879&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Reason+for+God%3A+Belief+in+an+Age+of+Skepticism
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And from this privileged position, “the man” and “the lifegiver” (every man and every woman) 
have fallen. We have all rejected our status as creatures and told the Creator to go jump. In 
pursuit of freedom, knowledge and power apart from God, we have abandoned our identity. 
Perhaps you don’t appreciate it now, but seeking “freedom” without God—or worse yet, freedom 
from God—is like a train seeking freedom from the tracks. It’s like a plant without soil, a car 
without a driver, lungs without oxygen, and a body without blood. We were made for God, and 
our hearts are restless until they find their home in him. Turned inward, we have despised God, 
hurt our neighbours and vandalized the earth. And the just Creator calls it “sin.” We’ve fallen short 
of our own standards, let alone God’s perfection, and we are rightly judged by God’s law written 
both in the Bible and on our hearts. When the gardener fails, the garden suffers too. Scene two: 
this world is damaged by evil.  
 
Thankfully, the story doesn’t finish with this sad state of affairs. You see, God was in the habit of 
choosing the few to bless the many. Take Israel for instance. The Jews had a long history of God 
working with their nation so that they would guide a wayward world. He freed them and blessed 
them, so that they would free and bless every other nation on earth (the book of Exodus covers 
this). By Jesus’ day, this was hard to appreciate as they were living in virtual slavery, their home 
country of Israel occupied by the Roman Empire. But God had promised that one day He would 
send a Saviour to save them from their strife, judge all the evil in the world, and become the King 
of all Kings (see Psalm 2). So when Jesus enters the scene and says, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel,” the Jews really paid attention. Jesus 
was claiming to be the Saviour of the world, the Christ.5  
 
The Kingdom of God is where God’s will for peace, abundance, happiness and freedom is a reality 
across the whole world—where God reigns and is King. Jesus was basically saying, “Re-think! Turn 
from your own agenda and align your life with God.” If you do, then you’ll be forgiven and flourish. 
If you don’t, then you’ll miss out; worse, you’ll be under God’s judgment, as each person shares 
the blame for why the world is such a mess (Romans 3:23; 6:23). 
 
This brings us to the third scene. God had a plan so we could be restored for better. It turns out 
that God was less interested in a blood-bath and dethroning the Roman Empire, and more 
interested in identifying with us in our struggling state and standing in our place. He planned on 
paying for the wrong that we’ve all done. He didn’t just want to free Israel; God so loved the 
whole cosmos that He had a plan to liberate every person, every nation, and even our groaning 
planet from every force bent on death and destruction. To understand this, you need to know a bit 
more about Jesus’ life and message, for he is the plan (John 3:16-18; 14:6).  
 
Jesus dedicated himself to demonstrating what the Kingdom of God is like. You can find his 
mission statement in Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.” 
 
Rather than violent retaliation, Jesus taught radical compassion. (Check out the “Sermon on the 
Mount” in Matthew chapters 5-7). Rather than setting up a club for the rich and popular, he hung 
out with the oppressed—the poor, the sick, children, women, orphans, tax collectors, and 
prostitutes. He called for disciples (a band of committed followers) who would serve even their 
enemies in recognition that God was about forgiving those who’ve failed, not destroying them. 
Because ultimately love wins, they were able to freely love everyone.  

                                                           
5 You may not realise that not only do multiple and independent eye-witness accounts in the Bible 

support Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, but that around 14 ancient historical sources (many of these 
hostile witnesses) corroborate what the Bible teaches (such as Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny, and so forth). For 
those of you wanting to investigate the evidence, check out Lee Strobel’s books, The Case for Christ and 
also The Case for the Real Jesus. 

https://www.amazon.com/Case-Christ-Journalists-Personal-Investigation/dp/0310345863/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515640913&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Case+for+Christ
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Real-Jesus-Journalist-Investigates/dp/031033926X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515640947&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Case+for+the+real+jesus
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This kind of radical love led Jesus to his death. God would have been justified in judging and 
destroying all people for their wrongdoing right then and there, but instead he revealed His 
amazing love for us by taking the punishment we deserved. Over 700 years before Jesus came to 
earth, God revealed to the Jews that the “suffering servant” would stand in humanity’s place and 
through his sacrifice freely offer forgiveness to anyone who would rethink their life and align with 
him (see Isaiah 52:13-53:12). Jesus was the Saviour of the world, the King of Kings and the Prince 
of Peace, but as the suffering servant he brought peace to the world through his nail-pierced 
hands (John 20:19-23). He died on the cross and was buried in the ground—a sad, but unfinished, 
story. 
  
What happened next? Literally, a dead man stood up. Jesus was resurrected and conquered death. 
God the Father did this to show that Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient, that he really is the Saviour of 
the world. All who have trust in, and live for him will be forgiven for their sins.6 Jesus offered 
everyone a new beginning. This is the fourth scene in which Jesus commissioned his followers to 
continue his mission, sent together to heal the world, empowered with the resources of God the 
Spirit (Acts 1:8). (This is the true church—not a building, but a people sent to love like Christ.) They 
were authorized to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus taught that “this gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come” 
(Matthew 24:14).  
 
The “end” in view here is the fifth scene, the day when Jesus will return as conquering King—when 
he will judge every person, save those who have turned from their sin to align with His Kingdom, 
and set everything right (Acts 17:30-31). On that day, the whole universe and us with it (including 
all those who have already died) will be raised in Jesus’ resurrection power (Romans 8:18-25; 1 
Corinthians 15:21-26, 54-58), “those who have done good to the resurrection of life [literally, 
Heaven on Earth], and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment [Hell]” (John 
5:29). God throws a party and everyone’s invited, but he won’t force his affection on anyone, so 
we can choose to exclude ourselves from his grace. All that is good, true, and beautiful comes 
from God; reject the life giver, and life will literally be hell.   
 
Bringing all this together, what’s so good about the gospel?  
 

We were created by God for good, but have been 
damaged by evil. The good news is that for all 
those aligning with Jesus, we have been restored 
for better, to once again work faithfully with God 
in this world. We are sent together to heal in the 
power of Christ’s Spirit—a new creation 
transformed from the inside out, operating in a 
broken and needy world. And we wait in real 
hope for the day when the resurrected one 
(Jesus) sets the entire universe right once and for 
all. The good news that Christians live and share 
is that “God was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

 
 

                                                           
6 What’s resurrection about, and did it really happen? Listen to this: 

http://www.mediafire.com/?zdmmzyqgjgg. 

http://www.mediafire.com/?zdmmzyqgjgg
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We’re convinced that not only does this story make sense of the human condition and the 
historical evidence, but it makes sense of your own desire for love, and hunch that this life has to 
be about something more: eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Perhaps God is drawing you, and you can 
feel it. If so, then responding is as simple as saying sorry for your sins, thanking Jesus for his 
sacrifice and forgiveness, and then seeking first God’s Kingdom in the power of his Spirit and in 
community with other followers of Jesus (Matthew 6:33). Along with millions of other believers 
worldwide, my story is that Jesus is real, my life is changed and I’m never turning back. God’s 
waiting on your response, but He won’t wait forever (2 Peter 3:9-10). How will you respond? At 
the very least, commit today to search out if these things are so. Questions are welcome 
(david.benson@malyon.edu.au).  
 
 Nothing matters more. So, God bless, and may you too join God’s party. Dave Benson.  
 

Reflection Activities 2.3-2.4 [Distance Students only]  
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following question, and tick off the related box in 
the unit guide. 
 
#2.3 Using the criteria above, evaluate a gospel tract with which you’re familiar 
#2.4 Practice sharing “the big story” with another Christian. Did it make sense?  
What works or doesn’t work in this approach, and how would you evaluate it? 
 

6.  PREPARATION, CHALLENGE, AND PRAYER 

For next module, the two students sharing will be: 
TESTIMONY: ________________ TIPS: ______________ Demographic: ____________________ 
 

 

 

  

Preparation for Next Week 
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide pp7-8 … Come prepared to share … 

         -a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify 
 -a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice 

 -an application—something useful right now in your context 

 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your TESTIMONY and/or TIPS for outreach 
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CHALLENGE for the Forum Activity Module 2 
 The CHALLENGE for this week (bouncing off Peter Rollins’ “Reverse Evangelism” p6 above) 

is to give a tract of your choice to a non-Christian friend and get feedback. This is not 
intended to be a ‘bait-and-switch’ or sneaky way to evangelise. Be up front. Explain this is 
for a college course you’re doing, and that you want to get an outsider’s perspective on 
how we communicate our message. (Offer to pay them $5 for their help if this helps ) 
Here’s the steps: (1) Explain you’re doing a Bible College course on how to explain about 
Christianity and Jesus with those who aren’t Christian. No push, but you want some 
feedback to be more in touch with how this is perceived. (2) If they’re okay with being 
involved (will take ~20 minutes of their time), give them the tract (could be online), and 
then after they’ve read it (probably at a later time), get them to answer the following 
questions: (a) general impressions of the tract; (b) general impressions of the message; (c) 
something that was confusing or with which you disagreed?; (d) something that connected 
with where you’re at, or made sense; (e) any general feedback or advice for Christians in 
trying to communicate this message. … Report back next module. Post to the FORUM  
(cf. assessment requirement 1) under Module 2 on Moodle to outline your two hours of 
outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. 

Remember, you should bounce off one of the recommended readings in your response.  
You should have processed these readings prior to completing this module. 

Put your response on the Moodle Forum 
 

 

 

Let’s close by reciting/singing the Lord’s prayer and/or the Apostle’s Creed together: 
 

Our Father who is in Heaven, 
Holy is Your Name. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done 

  On Earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

  But deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory 

  For ever and ever,  
   Amen. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDd4G22zrOI
http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/epic-story-tracts/
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The Apostle’s Creed7 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 the Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 
 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 
He descended into hell.  
 
The third day He arose again from the dead; 
 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
 the holy catholic church; 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body; 
 and the life everlasting. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
  

                                                           
7 This creed comes from around 50 years after the closing of the Canon. In reciting these foundations of our belief,  
we remind ourselves of who we are and how we are to be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuDI-sk2nJU
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Significance for Christian theology, life and thought... 
 

What in this session is most significant to you personally,  
in forming your own theology, life and thought? 

 
When preaching the gospel, be sure to preach it to yourself first. I’m no salesperson, and the 
thought of pushing something on somebody—twisting their arm or manipulating their mood—to 
get them to ‘buy’ my product really turns me off. And I must confess: the so-called ‘gospel’ of 
“getting your ticket to heaven/fire-insurance” doesn’t excite me as it once did. (Which may be 
more about my lack of imagination of the afterlife than a problem with ‘heaven’.)  

However. 

When I hear the gospel afresh … to see that this “good news” truly is “good news”—individually, 
corporately, cosmically—then I get excited. When I see that through Jesus’ resurrection, the New 
Creation starts now in the power of the Spirit—then I get motivated. When I realise that God is 
concerned with renewing all things in the “regeneration” of the world—then I want to share this 
with others who also ache and groan for new life in the midst of brokenness. 

So, when preaching the gospel, be sure to preach it to yourself first. Do I believe this is truly good 
news for the whole world? Do you believe it? If so, then open your mouth and see how God uses 
this heart felt testimony. It’s my story. It’s your story. It’s the big story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyYFxp7apl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGlx11BxF24&t=40s

