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Module 3

College LearningGuide

Articulating a Biblical Worldview:
CREATION

Before you start...

Do the prereading for this week (senit Guide p6 + uploads on Moodle)

PosttothisY 2 Rdzf SQa ¥ 2 NXzY

From the readlng, come prepared to sharqu:estlon challenge |mpI|cat|c8a appllcatlon
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Creati, Fall, Redemptioiin thismodulewe begin to articulate a iblicalworldview, focusing on Creation.
Why are we here? And what does it mean thatiwlB Y I RS Ay ( KifagdDehdedds 2 F D2 F
what does it mean that wareD 2 R@ya A Y I 3S¢ K

After student interaction/sharing and unpacking the geadings in the first session, we viidllow John

I Ff @AYy Qa 2 LISy hdfitHtesBHiS Qi K2yzA AY20KSR3IS 27T éét F>x GKS
Without knowledge of God, thereisnokno®&d S 2 F &St Fd®¢ hdz2NJ ONBIFIGSR ARS
beyond the confusion, when we clearly understand the essential nature of our Creator. And for this, we

must ascend to grasp the mystery of the Triune Godhead.
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OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this module are to:

1. Expbre our identity in light of the Triune Godhead

2. Considett / NXB | fior theypérspective ofmago Deis both a duty and a delight: a stewardship task

OUTCOMES
On completion of this modulestudents shall be expected texplain whaimago Deimeans, and how this
relates to their personal callingf 3 0 Sg I NRAYy 3 D2RQA ONBIF A2y d

SESSION FLQW&cture runsl:20-4:500m, with breaks fron2:10-3:05pm and3:55-4:00pm)
1:20 Student Sharing (Praying the News + Vocation) & Review of Re&bngénutes)
+ Introducelmago Devia John Calvin and reading Genesis(15 minutes)

3:05 Image of God & Identity: Who Anttl'Reflectionon the Trinity (50 minutes)
4:00 Image of God & Stewardship: What Am | to D&ty and Deligh(50 minutes)
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Activity 3.1: Praying the Papers}
BBC + Prayer (10 mins.)

G¢KS tFad2N FyR GKS CIFAGKT(
thinking that they are a religious society, which has to do w|
certain themes; they live in the world. We still mreetcording
to my old formulation 4t KS . A6t S | yR @K
take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. B
AYGSNLINBG ySégaLll tiamBarthit NP

Each week, one student will shaaenewspaper article or medii
clip concerning events in the public squafée grid of
creational intent, culturalidolatry, andhealing action
(creation, fall, restoration) should be used in evaluating this
aspect of local or global news. (Perhaps the one minute BB(
world summary will give you some stimulus:
www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/oneninute-world-news)

First, share youinitial reflections from a Christian worldview
Second Fa I Ofl aa sSQtt O2ya
Christian response may look like response that addresses
both our thinking, and cultivating practices/liturgies that dire
our heart to desire and represent the Kingdom of God.
Third ¢6SQf f OoNRARY3I GKAA | &aLIS(

BERME NEWS

One-minute World News

proverbs 11:10

WHEN THE RICHTEOUS PROSPER,
ST THE CITY REJOICES

— ”""’i'l:u

Each week one or two students will share fd1's finutes A 2
concerning his or her main vocation, and how to live faithful PGerRGw
G GKS ONRaaNRIRaod |, 2dzQf t
dza SR Ay GKS @I NA2dza aD2R X
each module.

1. Describe your vocation

2.Where do you seereational intentin this vocation

(designed for good SETEIERTHNG RHT
3. How hasultural idolatry (sin) warped this vocation? R 9 R g
(damaged by evil) N :
4. How might you participate redemptively witiealing xR \ A n
action as you seek first the Kingdom of God®restored 2 8 oo’ w
for better £ sent together to heal the workd The Bio St mumsnnls
a taste of when God sets everything right) 23 &8 x

P FOSNBINRE 6SQff LINF@& FT2N) e2dzz2 RSRAOFGAY3 @
(n.b. Youmay find, BINB LI NI § A2y F2NJ AaKFINAy3IZ (G§KS a2 RdzZ §
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http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing/passing-evangelism/the-big-story-video/

Class Activit3.3: Reading Revie{@5 mins.)

In response to th@re-reading for this modulestudents will bechosen tashare on one of the following
-aquestomr a2 YSGKAY3I @2dz R2y QG 3ISG= 2N gyl 73
-a challenge something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-animplicator d 82 6K (¢ F2NJ 2dzNJ | LRf23SGA0 LINT O
-an applicatiort something useful right now in your context

The whole class can then contrileuio further discussiorhouncing off their own forum posts.
The aim is to ground the readings and apply tier@ 2y S Q& A F BistrjiopnteRt$y’ S NI
particular.

This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is confusing,
or questionsyou havg® NX 3IF NR&a (2 GKS O02dz2NBS YI

Particular Questions to Address in Response to theReadings

Living at the Crossroads, pp3%

dn the whole of human life one comes face to face with the living God. All of human life isdiead Deo
WoST2NBE (GKS FIFOS 2F D2ROQLIEBPNIWAY (KS LINB

+ How would you explain the concept and practiceofam Dedo a nonChristian friend?

0A basic distinction between Creator and creation, between God and everything else, is a émtalam
orientation point for a Christian worldview. Newman is right to stress that although God is present and at
G2N] G6AGKAY GKS ONBIUGA2YI KS A& IdlARp Wa2B3SNS

+ In what ways is aiblical worldview like or unlikatheism, deism, pantheisiall is God)and
panentheisn(Nature isin God, but God isore thannature)? Compare and contrast the
Christian God with the sense of God in the md\weatar.

« D2KSSYy YR . FTNIOK2f2YS¢ KAIKEAIKALIAKE I diK SO Nl
ONBlIGA2YE O6LINNnOX YR aF KAZG2NAOFE ONBF(GA2YE
that automatically directs allneK dzY' 'y ONBI A2y X gAGK (GKS aY2NJIf
obey. That isywisdomis when humans as feemoral agentghooseo align their lives with the
created form. How, then, does omscernthe original created form, to know how to act?

4 On pages 423 the authors consider what it means for humanity to functio& RQ& . L YI 3§
Which of the followingmpacts you most, and what does it mean to live out of this identity?

9 First of all, it means a life of creaturely dependence

{SO2yRx G2 0S D2RQa AYI3AS Aa G2 ftAGBS Ay NBf
CKANRSX (2 0S D2RQa AYIF3IS Aa dchaadBFt SO0 D2R:
Fourth, to image God is to represent God in the creation as Higegmnts and stewards

G2 KFG Aa OftSFENIAY Ittt GKSaS StSySyda T UK
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existence is religious. Human life is dependent on and orientédtdNR D2 R® X ! Yy R

h
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than humandoingsb Agre€ disagree? How is this true to the Genesis account regarding the
creation mandate, and also dangerously skeltedl 2 ¢ &aK2dzZ R ¢S dzy RSNEG | y
role of humans without becoming elitist and undermining the equality of those with less power
and intelligence to steward the world (e.g., children, people with disabilities, the poor, etc.)?

+ In your own words, describ®@halom What role does this play @reation?

Desiring the Kingdom, pp#8
+ As Smith reflects on Moulin Rouge, what might Christians learn from the marketing industry?

£« G¢KS SYyR 2F fSIFENYyAy3a Aa t20ST GKS LI GK 2F RA
do you agree or disagre&V¥hat are the implications for Christian worship?

+ What is the difference betweethick andthin practices (p82)?
Describe each using examples from Church life.

£ 'aAy3 (KS jdSaidrzya 2y Llyns O2yRdz0G | at NI O

w What are some of the mossignificant habits and practices that really shape your actions and
attitudet what you think and what you do?

w What does your time look like? What practices are you regularly immersed in each week?
How much time is spent doing different sorts of activit@

w What do you think are the most important ritual forces in your life? And if you were honest with
yourself, are these positive (forming you into the kind of person who embodies the kingdom of God)
or negative (forming you into someone whose values atelires are antithetical to that kingdom,
oriented toward another kingdom)?

w What do you think are some of the most potent practices in our culture? Or, if you have kids, what
are the cultural forces that yowon't want your children shaped by? What arée ritual forces that
you do want to shape their desires? And why on both counts?

w Are there some habits and practices that you might have originally thought were neutral or thin, but
upon further reflection, you see them as thicker and more significant?

w Is there any way in which you see worship as a thick habit? How so? How not?
w If Christian worship is a thick practice, what do you think are its most significant "competitors"?

+ Smith contrasts secular and Christian (Kingdom) liturgies. Explain wétkeample what he
means by formationmis-formation, andcounterformation.

+ On p87 (Fyure 4) Smith draws three concentric circles, whetgals (routines) housepractices
(thick routines that form our desires) which in turn contéiargies(rituals of ultimate concern,
forming our identity and inculcating particular visions of the good life). Tiusriship whether
directed to God, or a consumer culture. Give one example from your everyday life of this
LINPOSaasz ¢KSNB kKnénvizgydGothedvideYirhaQitudlpracted? that functions
as a pedagogy [teacher] of your ultimate desires.

+ Whatcounterformative practices could you draw on (Church tradition) or design that may
directly challenge this shaping, and redirect it to #iegdom of God and love of Christ?

LFEAY W20fAYy3 YLl 452 [ KNRadGAFYy&a [/ INB !'62dzi GKS 9
+ In what waysare Christians and oanthropocentrictheology to blame for ecological crisis?

£ a1l FN¥Ay3 KS SY@ANRYYSYy(l Aad ary¥dzZ o¢ 1| ANBS 2
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BoumaPrediger, For the Beauty of the Earth, pgrixi, 81-110

+ Which hblical passage stood out the most in terms of how God values
the Earth?

£ | aAy3 GKS . A3 {G2NEBE FNIYS (’JRH \J 32
restored for better, sent together to heal, God setsgything right),
how might you share the gospel with a person who deeply cares
about the future of our planet and protection of the environment?

£ aL0Qa Ittt 3I2yyl Q 0dz2NY eigytryingds 2 ol a

protect creation? How would you respond?

+ What are your favourite Psalms reflecting on Creation? Read o S
together one of these Psalms, for instance Psalm 8 or 19. 0 beuma g,

+ BoumaPrediger has titled the book after a beautiful creation poem written by
Folliott S. PierpointTake a minute to read and refleat these words:

For the beauty of the earthi-or the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth, Over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.
For the wonder of each houff the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and flower, Sun and moon and stars of light, Lord of all, to thee we raise,
This, our hymn of grateful praise.
Forthe joyofearandey& 2 NJ 6 KS KSIF NI Q& YR YAYRQa
For the mystic harmony, Linking sense to sound and sight
Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.
For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child, Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild, Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of gratehite.
For thy Church that evermore, Lifteth holy hands above,
hFFTQONARY 3 dzLIH& gure Saorice®df losieK 2 NB =
Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.

+ Take some time as a class to thank God for the most beautiful thing&anet Earth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJvJaad-LS4
http://www.amazon.com/Beauty-Earth-Christian-Creation-Engaging/dp/080103695X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343085486&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+beauty+of+the+earth#reader_080103695X
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Ly GKAa aSaaizy ¢S F2ff2¢ WStikigs.Rathef tithi gkolain thisLJSY Ay 3 N
beautiful piece of theological prose, take a couple of minutes to read it for youmsedf

1. Without knowledge of self there is nknowledge of God

Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid Wisdom, consists
UTES of the . _
EUGloN almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge qf _God and of ourselves_. But as
‘AN e these are connected together by many ties, it is not easy to determine which of
the two precedes and gives birth to the other. For, in the first place, no man
can survey himself without forthwith turning his thoughts towards the God in
whom he lives and moves; because it is perfectly obvious, that the
endowments which we possess canmpaissibly be from ourselves; nay, that
our very being is nothing else than subsistence in God alone. In the second
place, those blessings which unceasingly distil to us from heaven, are like
streams conducting us to the fountain. Here, again, the infinitoidgood
which resides in God becomes more apparent from our poverty. In
particular, the miserable ruin into which the revolt of the first man has
plunged us, compels us to turn our eyes upwards; not only that while hungry
and famishing we may thence askat we want, but being aroused by fear
may learn humility. For as there exists in man something like a world of
misery, and ever since we were stript of the divine attire our naked shame discloses an
immense series of disgraceful properties every man,dpsinng by the consciousness of his own
unhappiness, in this way necessarily obtains at least some knowledge of God. Thus, our feeling of
ignorance, vanity, want, weakness, in short, depravity and corruption, reminds us, (see Calvin on John 4:
10,) that inthe Lord, and none but He, dwell the true light of wisdom, solid virtue, exuberant goodness. We
are accordingly urged by our own evil things to consider the good things of God; and, indeed, we cannot
aspire to Him in earnest until we have begun to be ldiaped with ourselves. For what man is not disposed
to rest in himself? Who, in fact, does not thus rest, so long as he is unknown to himself; that is, so long as
he is contented with his own endowments, and unconscious or unmindful of his misery? Ergseny, pe
therefore, on coming to the knowledge of himself, is not only urged to seek God, but is also led as by the
hand to find him.

INSTITU
CHR\ST

DGE
Translated by HENRY BEVERI

2. Without knowledge of God there is no knowledge of self

On the other hand, it is evident that man never
attains to a tre seltknowledge until he have
previously contemplated the face of God, and
come down after such contemplation to look into
‘ himself. For (such is our innate pride) we always
j- seem to ourselves just, and upright, and wise, and
- holy, until we are convincedytxlear evidence, of
our injustice, vileness, folly, and impurity.
Convinced, however, we are not, if we look to
ourselves only, and not to the Lord alsde being
the only standard by the application of which this
conviction can be produced. For, since are all
naturally prone to hypocrisy, any empty
semblance of righteousness is quite enough to
satisfy us instead of righteousness itself. And since nothing appears within us or around us that is not
tainted with very great impurity, so long as we keep mind within the confines of human pollution,
anything which is in some small degree less defiled delights us as if it were most pure just as an eye, to

“the knowledge of god and of oyrsel
£ mg: n?uguaw gcnunngt: %dourse -
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http://www.reformed.org/master/index.html?mainframe=/books/institutes/
http://www.amazon.com/Institutes-Christian-Religion-John-Calvin/dp/1598561685/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343079640&sr=1-1&keywords=Institutes+of+the+Christian+Religion#reader_1598561685

which nothing but black had been previously presented, deems an object of a whitish, or even of a
brownish hue, to be perfectly white. Nay, the bodily sense may furnish a still stronger illustration of the
extent to which we are deluded in estimating the powers of the mind. If, atdaid we either look down

to the ground, or on the surrounding objects wh lie open to our view, we think ourselves endued with a
very strong and piercing eyesight; but when we look up to the sun, and gaze at it unveiled, the sight which
did excellently well for the earth is instantly so dazzled and confounded by the refelgas to oblige us to
confess that our acuteness in discerning terrestrial objects is mere dimness when applied to the sun. Thus
too, it happens in estimating our spiritual qualities. So long as "~~~

do not look beyond the earth, we are quite pleased witlr

own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue; we address ourselves

the most flattering terms, and seem only less than demigods.

But should we once begin to raise our thoughts to God, and

reflect what kind of Being he is, and how absolute the perfecti

of that righteousness, and wisdom, and virtue, to which, as a

standard, we are bound to be conformed, what formerly

delighted us by its false show of righteousness will become

polluted with the greatest iniquity; what strangely imposed upc

us under the namef wisdom will disgust by its extreme folly;

and what presented the appearance of virtuous energy will be

condemned as the most miserable impotence. So far are those

qualities in us, which seem most perfect, from corresponding to the divine purity.

Distance students camatcha videoof what will be Richard Chin - Culivating God's World - YLG2016
presented in this sessiaat http://vimeo.com/20186542 -
(manuscripthere).! £ G SNy A @St e AT =
.Syaz2yQad RAFGNROGS O6HOUX FS§
(Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students) National
DirectorRichard Chibeautifully exegete Genes1:12:3 on
0KS GKSYSI a/df GAQGIGAY3 D
a2@SYSyidQa , 2dzy ASNJ [ S| RS NI 7 e
Jakarta: Videtiere; manuscriphhered . 2 Gd2Y fAyS NB3IIF NRAY3
0KS 0S3IAYyyAy3d D2R YIRS S@OSNEBEOKAY3I X 2dzi
FlLAaKA2Y X (2 108 RNzt SR Fo2eNJ VIRERI@EE Sy 2 2 shdoyh)inf
all creation. Amazin@d LJA A2 RS o 2F GKS wSTNI Y re@idndahdsr&l ®A
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For some excellenetated reading, see the following
JohnsonpParrell Experiencing the TrinitYancouver: Reger@@ollege Publication®2002.
azf Yl yy The Widiy &H tSe/Kingdom: The Doctrine of Gath Francisco: Harolling 1990.

Easier to read, but more controversial, see how one author depictpehiehoresi®f the Triune God:
Young, William Plhe Shack: A Novélewbury Park, Calif: Windblown Media, 20(Movie here.)

200k IN

Py

If you watched thenovieand it messed with your head and theology, thead thefour
part non-fiction deconstruction byjohnG. Stackhouse Jrpart 1 part 2 part 3 part 4

| RRAGAZ2Y L ffex @2dz YIe FAYR2WE | NI A Of
at Wondering Fairhere) useful in conceptualising malemale
relationships modelled on the Triune love of God.
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http://vimeo.com/20186542
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=7399
https://afes.org.au/profile/richard-chin
https://www.lausanne.org/content/richard-chin-cultivating-gods-world
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21304
http://www.reframecourse.com/episodes/episode-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL0yUbSS5Eg&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL0yUbSS5Eg&t=4s
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/weblog
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/04/the-shack-1-in-defense-of-ideological-fiction/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/05/the-shack-2-some-theological-concerns-part-1/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/06/the-shack-3-theological-concerns-part-2/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/07/the-shack-3-some-celebrations/
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/god-on-the-dance-floor/
http://www.amazon.com/Shack-Wm-Paul-Young/dp/160941411X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343078966&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Shack#reader_160941411X
https://www.lausanne.org/content/richard-chin-cultivating-gods-world

3.1 Who AmI?

How do | define myself®/here do | look fomy identity?For most of us in the Westie look in the mirror.

We define ourselves without reference to community or our crea®o@ Sy 2 dzNJ QO Aadelofleyf & 2 F  a
reflections of self: a solitary and distant being who set up the universe and step@d pst wanting me

G2 LXlre yAOS I yR mddldtic ti@amRic deisipldnhere6@MTOE T 0 @

h dzNJ & ARO@ tife¢sovérgign solo artist, listening to his or her private
L soundtrack, individually styled and dancing for peesgleasureWe
engage when we want, but our boundaries are definit&e all want to
be our own person, no strings attached 2 R2 6Kl G L 61 yyl
gKIFG L ¢l yyl Thisoseqativied NIBS R0 from
expectations, from commitment, fromules.

We starinourownstory. S RSSLI R2 4y U KA &Deprefsios iS epldevnic Sauyfsaling & I 4 A ¢
oAffa FNB NIOlAy3 dzLJr FYyR Y2NB GKIYy S@OSNI ¢S Fal «a

But If lam created, then | will only know who | am by knowingm whom | cameFa what was | created?
And what is this Creator like?

Well,whatif?X 2 KF G AF L FY y2@F dzZ §XYGKESTRBYXsSRBYE G2 K2
me in the mirroraWhat if | am actually the image of a Creative GHO%W could | then intentioally reflect
God in the everyday?

G¢KS 1y26tSR3IS 2F D2R FyR @dn@bai St #Sa A& Y

But how do we come to this kind of knowleddefan
reason up to some type of creatdr. Ol y f | 0 S
But it tells me little of who Goi.& D 2 dRviply means
GGKS 202800 2F Yé g2NRAKA
emotions.We need content2 NJ 6 SQf f Sy R
our reflection

CKFGQa ¢Ke (KS Ittellsus tise stbriof
I D2R 6K2 A& ( RSN has/sRppada
into history, so we can know from whom we caniad
this God says that we are made in his image know
2dz2NE St @Saszx 6SQ@S 3A2G G2
So, who is this God?

D2 R R A Rysdhfifor asdzhd h& idinstead, it unfolded across the Big Stqryogressive revelation.

I NBlFGA2ysZ CFffx LA&NJISToxer Me®ey Gud has fektddNUhuE, revedliag the NS | ( A
essence of who He idnd in turn, we can knowwhowe ai® f S Qa &G NI lhawmagS oS3
central characters are in thellical story2 St 02YS (2 GKS Y@adSNE 2F D2R X

3.2 Who Is God?

3.2.1 Creation: God of the bad grammar

Genesis 1:B Y K S S(g@al) created (singular) via Word and Spirit
Proverbs 8:2-31 Wisdomwasthe beginning (cf. Colossians 1: 48k NK ) & Q
Genesis 1:2@8 G2S Aa ONBFGAYy3I¢E || aAay3atsS AYr3aS 2dzi 27
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moralistic_therapeutic_deism
http://www.christianpost.com/news/moralistic-therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD_q1pPm-3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD_q1pPm-3Q

322 CHEfY aldzYryaideée¢ KlFa 0S0O02YS tA1S az2yS 27
Genesis 3:22 9ELISt t SR FNRBY G(KS 3IINRSY 2F D2RO&0DQ& LIN
3.2.3 Israel: One Godeastores relationship through King and Spirit

Genesis 182 One Lord (YHWH) but bowing before the collective
Deuteronomy 6:4 YHWH igkhl ¢ Razomposite unity, like husbanife)
Isaiah 9:67 The hope of a Divine King to save Israel

Ezekiel 36:227 The hope of a Divine Spirit to transform their hearts

3.2.4 Jesus: Access to the Father through participation in the Spirit

Luke 3:2122 I NBLIX e 2F ONBIGAZ2Y X o0FLIAAYI 62NR Yy
John 8:5669 Before Abrahamwas borh, ! YH X | | 21|

John 14:26 {SSy YS> 4SSy G(KS ClIUKSNI X y28 aSS (KS
John 17:2126 ¢tKS 5AOAYS 13SYRIS &L Ay (GKSYS FyR GKSeé
John 20:2122 The Divine Mandate: Father sends, Spirit empowers

Matthew 28:18f Baptise imame(singular) of FatheBonSpirit

3.25 Church: Th& Sy i O2YYdzyAlGé& Y2RStftAy3d D2RQ& dzyAFTeA
Acts 2:14 Echoes of Israel: wind and fire

D2RQ& YAY3AR2Y 2F {20S 20SNIldNya GGKS w2Yly 9YLANS
communion with YHWHx ¢ NJ wad/ @Ry dheology They were tryingd make sense of their experience,

that God is one, and yet threea loving unity in diversitylhe Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit

is God, yet the three are one, and the three are eqgéat. NJ pfokedts rot solves, this mystery.

One God In Trinity

SUBC()RDINATIONISM
Ari

Father

The Mystery
of the Trinity

%)
&
%
EQUALITY TRITHEISM

John 1:118 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word v@zsd

MODALISM
(Sabelius)

Colossians 1:15ff The Father createthroughJesus, whasthe beginning

1 Corinthians 12:4ff The divine, eternal community saves a people through baptism
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We swim in God for the sake oftlworld.
We are blessed by this thréeone God so that we may bless othérs.

3.2.6 New Creation: Cosmic participation in the Divine Nature
Romans 8:180 ¢tKS CIFGKSNI NBadzNNBOGa GKS O2avyz2a (KNERdz3
Revelation 4:8; 21ff a | 2if 2tZé > | 2f € ¢ ¢ 2ANIBCKeAtdr] - : | '

RSFGK Attt 05 02yl dSNBR doyR SING WSRASHIA o il
Corinthians 15:28). dzi S@Sy y2¢ 6S OFy f A (S N& WEA A LI @
natureé 6 mrl:4)S AR X

So, what kind of God is thikfe is one and three, a unity in diversity.
C2N) mcnn &@SINB 6SQOS | FTANY&R Clieds)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate frdire Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right handref Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worgigd and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

When we picture God, what do we seb® we picturd-Pod Gogdsolitary and sovereigna static monad?
Or have we captured the dynamic nature of an eternally relating commu@ity?we agree with the early
church that

G2 KSYy L &aleé& WD2RYRL | ¥ 8§ fefddfoliNEABBEN? 2y > |

1 See also Romans 814; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Galatians #:4Ephesians 1:34; 3:1418; 4:46; 2 Thessalonians
2:13; Titus 3:4; 1 Peter 1:2; Jude 1:221; Revelation 1:5.
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3.3.1 dHeld Captive by a Pictuée Wiftgenstein [pp105-134], courtesy oflJeremy Begbi®

How can Father, Son, and Spirit be together as one, and yet
RAAGAYOGAGStEe GKNBSK 12¢ Oly

Most material attempts to depict the Trinity fafito modalisnt one
God taking on three fornmtsor fall intotri-theisnt three separate
Gods who cooperatédll downplay this dynamic and relational God
unveiled across history.

Zephaniah 3:17 suggests that masgongand danca
may offer a new way.

3.3.2 Song &bDance

~1000 AD, Guido discovers polyphony

~2000 AD, Jeremy Begbie reflects on the Tritok
three note resonance of life

~4nn 153 /LI R2OALY—FI G§KSNE
D2 R &R y Off bve lths Btegyeitration
and coinherence of the three \dhe persons as ofle

3.4 Who areWe

WhoamI?ZL QY Y I RS Ay (V8 is God¥ A\ ishFetetnal Bamce of Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit in seHgiving love (1 John 42Z1).Community is at the heart of the univers&’ho are We\e are

the covenantcommunity of the Triune God. SQNBE OF t t SR G2 aAy3a | ySg azy3
love in a seltonsumed world.YHWH invited us in, so we are to extend the welcome to everyone: an

image of the Godhead.We are freedor love.

How should we respond?
Applaud X 62NBEKAL | avithhP8RQBY R 2 IR @
Join In X aSNWAYy3 A& D2RQa& -TASIbKA 13y7)0 dzNBE o6t KA f A LILJ

2 JeremyBegbie Music,Modernity, and God Essays in Lister(@gford: Oxford University Press, 20,1542
3{ SSAy3a D2R ¢ A htép://viwk.$outabk.goR/Aatch W+ NIDRXgPvAIsohere.

4 Seehttps://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/godon-the-dancefloor/ .

5 Seehttp://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oK¥¢Edel in the Mall
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https://www.academia.edu/770551/_A_picture_held_us_Captive_The_later_Wittgenstein_on_visual_argumentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlR3bOsoAdA&t=16s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2u20RxqPvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E021XK7tHlc&t=13s
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/god-on-the-dance-floor/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oKVE
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How would theDivine Community have you join in the chorus, to bless the world?

At noon on November 13, 2010
these unsuspecting shoppers got a

surprise while enjoying their lunch...

b Lke % addto Share P 38,048,802

Reflection Activitie8.1 & 32

Journal at least 30 (meaningful') words in response the following questions, andftibk oelated
boxes on p. 13/14f the unit guide.

#3.1 Write out a prayer, praising God for who He is
#3.2 Dream how your local church community might look if we truly imaged the Triune perichoresis
How might you participate in this rémagined community of love?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oKVE

4. La! b€ DhS5 g {¢v9221whe{ IlLat L ¢h 5hK

Resources.2

We now turn our focus from thilentity of God and His image bearers, to task of imagebearing:
the duty and delight of stewarding the world. And yet, at this point, Christianity and its theology
the exalted role of humanity in creation comes in for challe@ePs. 8:58). Is the biblical worldview
in some senseesponsible for our current ecological crisis? Read why Myhite Jr., thinks sbere.

Need this be the caséf response, check out the following books:

Bauckham, Richar@ible and Ecology: Rediscovering the Community of Cre@tiacg TX Baylor
University Press, 2010.

Bauckham, Richartliving with Other Creatures: Green Exegesis and Thedldago,TX Baylor
University Press, 2011.

.Syaz2ys PBKIGARY aloy K {dzAaGF Ayl oAfAGE&Y D2RQa /
Converse over Creation and Geogragp®IMSLO0, no. 2(2016): 6667.

BoumaPrediger, Steverkor the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Geaad
RapidsMI: Baker Academic, 2001.

Capon, Robert Farrafn Offering of Uncles; TiRgiesthood of Adam and the Shape of the World
New York: Sheed and Ward, 1967.

De Vos, Peter, and Loren Wilkins&arthkeeping, Christian Stewardship of Natural Resou@esd
Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans, 1980.

Middleton, J. Richardhe Liberating Imageh& Imago Dei in Genesis@Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos
Press, 2005.

az2f Yl yy GodWdaEatdE A Eeblogical Doctrine of Creatidine Gifford &ctures 1984
1985.London: SCH 1985.
Peterson, Eugene K&hrist Plays in Ten Thousand Places: A ComioeréaSpiritual Theologysrand
Rapids Ml.: Eerdmans, 2008See his chapters on Creation as part of Christian spirituality]
Provan, lain WConvenient Myths The Axial Age, Dark Green Religion, and the World That NeV
Was Waco,TX Baylor University fiéss, 2013.

SchaefferFrancis A.and Udo MiddelmannPollution and the Death of MalkVheaton, IL: Crossway|
Books, 1992 [1970]

Wilkinson, Loren, and Mary Ruth Wilkins@aring for Creation in Your Own Backyafdncouver,
BC: Regent College Pub, 1997.

Wirzba, NormanFrom Nature to Creation: A Christian Vision for Understanding and Loving Out
World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Acaden2i@15.

From a different angle, exploring the intersection of contemporaryolgip Click ¢,

) : ; . . Lo
(e.g. genetic engineering), scienceddheology see the following: D OK”VSIDE_,
e

DeaneDrummond, CeliaBiology and Theology Today: Exploring the o @
BoundariesLondon: SCM, 2001. ey
DeaneDrummond, CeliaCreation Through Wisdom: Theology and the \‘f?"‘ <
New BiologyEdinburgh, Scotland: T & T Clark Ltd, 2000. ERe
McLeish, TomFaith and Wisdom in Scien€axford, UK: Oxford (T?g"fs
University Pres016. ey, ‘\nf:f'

Morris, Tim, and Don Petché3cience and Grace: God's Reign Over
His CreationCrossway, 2006.

For brilliant poetic reflections on our connection to creation, see aoyks ofWendell Berrye.qg.:
Berry, WendellThe Selected Poems of Wendell Bafgshington, D.C.: Counterpoint, 1998.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208:5-8
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=lynn%20white%20environment&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CFsQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvm.edu%2F~gflomenh%2FENV-NGO-PA395%2Farticles%2FLynn-White.pdf&ei=yd4NUIvCKu-NiAefn4CADw&usg=AFQjCNGvt7COfIwFD5tyZsIhtc5EDF3r9Q&cad=rja
http://www.missionstudies.org.au/aams/201612.pdf
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/wendell-berry
http://www.amazon.com/Living-Other-Creatures-Exegesis-Theology/dp/1602584117/ref=sr_1_11?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343087054&sr=1-11&keywords=Earthkeeping,+Christian+Stewardship+of+Natural+Resources#reader_1602584117

For the most recent and profound Catholic reflections on the environment and human ecology,
t 21LJS CNJI y OA & QéawudatoiSwmy hyy @ & OBA GI12ENI  h iz SkeBevedrl y
hereF 2 NJ | Qw2 OK I Q Zeredahdhdie3od dedulgricomineniay, Rrlakere for a taste of
K2¢g GKS blaGA2Yy It [/ 2dzyOAf 27F |/ KdzZNIMAIE ARYW ¢! dz
drawing on the work of its member Clive Ayrene of our optional readings for this moduiere.)

Admittedly, Evangelicals have been slower to take up the environmental bat
than our Catholic and mainline brethren.SQNB 2 FG Sy RA & YA
CREATlON environmental dimension in biblical stories (e@qdawa 2012 y'Noél¢ U =
see any obligation to change our practice as politically correct legalism. Eve
AND THE Since the 2010 Cape Town AComAmitrr]ent (see Part 2, sectidre@ the

GOSPEL . [ FdalyyS az2@dSYSyu F2NJ?2 2ZNI R 90!l y3

/ I NI gospelBINKk 2 WA dietalo cammanded to care for the earth and
its creatures, bcause the earth belongs to God, not to us. We do this for the
sake of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the creator, owner, sustainer, redeem
heir of all creatiort ¢ KA & KI & 0 S SGfeathBGastsEue NO S F
bSGg2N] = GKS [ I dzal yy 3n BEvén@elical C@nymitnient
to Simple Lifestyle T Jénf@iBa Call to Actipand the excellent essays in Colin Bell and Robert
2 KAUGSQa ¢ Erealian C&ahdithe Saspel: Reconsidering the Mission of the (20k6h

RECONSIDERING

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH Al

The leading light in combining best theology and ecological practice is

s

I Qw2 OKI 6 mge;/&stﬂﬁhb sithatey § §S Greeh Ehristial) | weswrow
Common GrageZ A 1 S HAMBSQE A Y af Se& Preaghihddo f .\ ROCHA

the Birds2 = R I y & NP yfac¢b¥ok ploki€n&nvironmental activism. ‘*‘--/

hdzNJ OF tf G2 aidSgrNR (GKS SIFNIK & D2dRdics and |
wealth creation. If this is an area of intetedor you, see the wonderful work of th@ikonomia
Networkl y R (EgoSomNJINiEdom Projecty Yy R [ Weddh ICKEafich Manifasto >
SYSNHAYy 3 2dzi 27F (KS TheRoelerof \ielth Gredtion foH6IBtazt G I G A
Transformatiod 0 O2 Y Y@ yIHidzaANEBY y S Q dBudinkess AstMissioatF TRinehachere).

4.1 Where did we go wrong?

As mentioned earlier, historian Lynn White Jr. perhaps most powerfully brought it to our attention that
something was radically wrong in the Christian framing of creaSeehere¥ 2 NJ (1 KS Thedzf t Saal &
Historical Roots of Our Ecologi€iisig ®or below for a snippet:

GL LISNE2YlIffeé R2dzod GKFG RAAlFAGNRdIdza SO2t23A0 o6 O
more science and more technolo@ur science and technology have grown out of Christian attitudes
toward man'srelation to nature, which are almost universally held not only by Christians and-neo
Christians but also by those who fondly regard themselves as {&stistians Despite Copernicus, all the
cosmos rotates around our little globe. Despite Darwin, we atg@mour hearts, part of the natural
process. We are superior to nature, contemptuous of it, willing to use it for our slightest whim. [Ronald
Reagan,] The newly elected Governor of California, like myself a churchman but less troubled than I, spoke
for the Christian traditios K Sy K S &I A Rwhérlydu'véiséen bnie fedind tEeR, fali'veBeen
i K S Y TdafChrigti@n a tree can be no more than a physical fact. The whole concept of the sacred grove
is alien to Christianity and to the ethos of éhWest.For nearly 2 millennia Christian missionaries have been
chopping down sacred groves, which are idolatrous because they assume spirit in nature.
What we do about ecology depends on our ideas of the mraiture relationship.
More science and more tdnology are not going to get us out of the present ecologic crisis
until we find a new religion, or rethink our old ong.

bLynn2 KAGST Ga¢KS . A2f 2340 f Soegcddbno. Fa7(MardaND, 29621203 BO7O £/ NR &/
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http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosi.com/watch
http://blog.arocha.org/en/papal-encyclical-now-the-dust-has-settled/
http://www.arocha.org/en/news/politicians-must-follow-the-pope/
https://theconversation.com/pope-encyclical-on-ecological-crisis-asks-us-to-examine-our-deepest-values-and-beliefs-43514
https://theconversation.com/pope-francis-wants-us-to-be-ecological-citizens-but-how-43649
http://www.ncca.org.au/index.php/departments/eco-mission
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21301
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21309
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdu10cX3pWA
http://www.lausanne.org/content/ctc/ctcommitment#p2-2-6
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/creation-care
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-20
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-20
https://www.lausanne.org/content/statement/creation-care-call-to-action
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-Care-Gospel-Reconsidering-Mission/dp/161970725X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1500854617&sr=8-4&keywords=creation+and+mission
http://www.arocha.org/int-en/index.html
http://australia.arocha.org/
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
http://www.commongrace.org.au/climate_change
http://ethos-environment.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.morlingcollege.com/wp-content/uploads/2013%20Annual%20Lecture%20Booklet.pdf
http://www.morlingcollege.com/wp-content/uploads/2013%20Annual%20Lecture%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/byrongsmith
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
https://www.lausanne.org/content/wealth-creation-manifesto
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/business-as-mission
https://www.lausanne.org/about/blog/wealth-creation-holistic-transformation
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=lynn%20white%20environment&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CFsQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvm.edu%2F~gflomenh%2FENV-NGO-PA395%2Farticles%2FLynn-White.pdf&ei=yd4NUIvCKu-NiAefn4CADw&usg=AFQjCNGvt7COfIwFD5tyZsIhtc5EDF3r9Q&cad=rja
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-Care-Gospel-Reconsidering-Mission/dp/161970725X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1500854617&sr=8-4&keywords=creation+and+mission
http://www.christianecology.org/

Consider, for instance, this
animated representation of

AAADMIL & [ - K2 éMaé  Knhisjused
o £ this mandate to rule and
. : have dominion over the
created order. Animator
S— Steve Cutts designed this
BY 3.36 minute video to
STWE wns , represent our relationship

with the natural world,
particulaty shaped by the
collision of more powerful
and efficient technadgy, and
an insatiable appetite for
ever greater consumption.

o) 0:03/3:36

(Cftt NAy OS 91 Q& & ID#aj Foivre GeReiaRond Bo®ydIS tMagvs.cEarth ,@and the movie
' RIFLIGF GA 2y The Bora®ONJR LESeBd/ded |[SyaRJIS OA |  fHdw BakCn 1389y 3

PSALM 8:B:

1LoRD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory in the heavens.

2Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold
against your enemies,  to silence the foe and the avenger.
sWhen | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the

stars, which you have set in place,
swhatis _mankind _ that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?

sYou have made them a little lower than the angels
and crowned them with glory and honour.
sYou made them rulers over the works of your hands;
you put everything under their feet:
7all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,
sthe birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea,

all that swim the paths of the seas.
°LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrzbRZn5Ed4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EQt_xFOGN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208:5-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8

