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PE310/510-D 
Module 3  

Learning Guide  

Articulating a Biblical Worldview: 
CREATION 

 

Before you start...  
Ç Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide p6 + uploads on Moodle) 
Ç Post to this ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ 
Ç From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application  
Ç LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ vocation or current affairs 

1.  Lb¢wh5¦/¢Lhb 

Creation, Fall, Redemption. In this module we begin to articulate a biblical worldview, focusing on Creation. 
Why are we here? And what does it mean that we ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέΚ Imago Dei. Indeed, 
what does it mean that we are DƻŘΩǎ very άƛƳŀƎŜέΚ  
 
After student interaction/sharing and unpacking the pre-readings in the first session, we will follow John 
/ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Institutes: ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ Χ 
Without knowledge of God, there is no knowleŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦΦέ hǳǊ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ, 
beyond the confusion, when we clearly understand the essential nature of our Creator. And for this, we 
must ascend to grasp the mystery of the Triune Godhead. 
 
In the final session, ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ task ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ Reading Genesis 1-2, 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛƻǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
   
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this module are to: 
1. Explore our identity in light of the Triune Godhead 
2. Consider ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ from the perspective of Imago Dei as both a duty and a delight: a stewardship task. 
 
OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, students shall be expected to explain what imago Dei means, and how this 
relates to their personal calling of ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 1:20-4:50pm, with breaks from 2:10-3:05pm, and 3:55-4:00pm) 
 
1:20 Student Sharing (Praying the News + Vocation) & Review of Readings (35 minutes)  
               + Introduce Imago Dei via John Calvin and reading Genesis 1-2 (15 minutes) 
3:05 Image of God & Identity: Who Am I?τReflections on the Trinity (50 minutes) 
4:00 Image of God & Stewardship: What Am I to Do?τDuty and Delight (50 minutes) 
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Activity 3.1: Praying the Papers 
BBC + Prayer (10 mins.) 

ά¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
thinking that they are a religious society, which has to do with 
certain themes; they live in the world. We still needτaccording 

to my old formulationτǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΦ Χ ώ{ƻϐ 
take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But 
ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜΦέ ς Karl Barth 

 
Each week, one student will share a newspaper article or media 
clip concerning events in the public square. The grid of 
creational intent, cultural idolatry, and healing action 
(creation, fall, restoration) should be used in evaluating this 
aspect of local or global news. (Perhaps the one minute BBC 
world summary will give you some stimulus: 
www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news.)  
 
First, share your initial reflections from a Christian worldview. 
SecondΣ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ 
Christian response may look likeτa response that addresses 

both our thinking, and cultivating practices/liturgies that direct 
our heart to desire and represent the Kingdom of God. 

ThirdΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Activity 3.2: God @ Work (10 mins.)  
Each week one or two students will share for 3-5 minutes 
concerning his or her main vocation, and how to live faithfully 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ άDƻŘ Ϫ ²ƻǊƪέ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎκǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ 
each module.  

1. Describe your vocation 
2. Where do you see creational intent in this vocation  
   (designed for good) 
3. How has cultural idolatry (sin) warped this vocation?     
   (damaged by evil)  
4.  How might you participate redemptively with healing 
action as you seek first the Kingdom of God?     (restored 
for better Ĕ sent together to heal the worldĔ  
a taste of when God sets everything right) 
 

!ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǊŜǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
(n.b. You may find, in ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ aƻŘǳƭŜ н άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ DŀǇέ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦǊŀƳŜύ 

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing/passing-evangelism/the-big-story-video/
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Particular Questions to Address in Response to the Pre-Readings 
 
Living at the Crossroads, pp31-45 
 

άIn the whole of human life one comes face to face with the living God. All of human life is lived coram Deo, 
ΨōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ƻǊ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ.έ όǇорύ 

 How would you explain the concept and practice of coram Deo to a non-Christian friend?  

 
άA basic distinction between Creator and creation, between God and everything else, is a fundamental 

orientation point for a Christian worldview. Newman is right to stress that although God is present and at 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ΨǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ƻǾŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦΩ ƛǘ.έ όǇорύ 

 
 In what ways is a biblical worldview like or unlike atheism, deism, pantheism (all is God), and 

panentheism (Nature is in God, but God is more than nature)? Compare and contrast the 
Christian God with the sense of God in the movie Avatar. 

 DƻƘŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ άŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ όǇосύΣ άŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ όǇплύΣ ŀƴŘ άŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ όǇпмύΦ Lƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀǿέ 
that automatically directs all non-ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŀǿέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
obey. That is, wisdom is when humans as free moral agents choose to align their lives with the 
created form. How, then, does one discern the original created form, to know how to act? 

 On pages 42-43 the authors consider what it means for humanity to function as DƻŘΩǎ LƳŀƎŜ. 
Which of the following impacts you most, and what does it mean to live out of this identity? 

¶ First of all, it means a life of creaturely dependence 

¶ {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ DƻŘ 

¶ ¢ƘƛǊŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ IƛƳΣ ǘƻ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ Iƛs character 

¶ Fourth, to image God is to represent God in the creation as His vice-regents and stewards 

¶ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
existence is religious. Human life is dependent on and oriented toǿŀǊŘ DƻŘΦ Χ ώ!ƴŘϐ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭΦ Χ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎέ όǇпоύΦ 

Class Activity 3.3: Reading Review (15 mins.) 
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be chosen to share on one of the following: 

         -a questionτǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘΣ ƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ 
 -a challengeτsomething you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implicationτάǎƻ ǿƘŀǘέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 

 -an applicationτsomething useful right now in your context 
 
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion, bouncing off their own forum posts.  
The aim is to ground the readings and apply them ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛnistry context in 
particular.  
 

This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is confusing,  
or questions you have iƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΗ 
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 ά¢ƘŜ ΨƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ is less an identity than a task Χ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ΨōŜƛƴƎΩ 
than human doingsΦέ Agree/disagree? How is this true to the Genesis account regarding the 
creation mandate, and also dangerously skewedΚ Iƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭέ 
role of humans without becoming elitist and undermining the equality of those with less power 
and intelligence to steward the world (e.g., children, people with disabilities, the poor, etc.)? 

 In your own words, describe Shalom. What role does this play in Creation?  

 
Desiring the Kingdom, pp75-88 

 As Smith reflects on Moulin Rouge, what might Christians learn from the marketing industry?  

 ά¢ƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ {ƳƛǘƘ ƳŜŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
do you agree or disagree? What are the implications for Christian worship? 

 What is the difference between thick and thin practices (p82)?  
Describe each using examples from Church life.  

 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǇупΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ !ǳŘƛǘέΥ 

ω What are some of the most significant habits and practices that really shape your actions and 
attitudeτwhat you think and what you do? 

ω What does your time look like? What practices are you regularly immersed in each week?  
How much time is spent doing different sorts of activities? 

ω What do you think are the most important ritual forces in your life? And if you were honest with 
yourself, are these positive (forming you into the kind of person who embodies the kingdom of God) 
or negative (forming you into someone whose values and desires are antithetical to that kingdom, 
oriented toward another kingdom)? 

ω What do you think are some of the most potent practices in our culture? Or, if you have kids, what 
are the cultural forces that you don't want your children shaped by? What are the ritual forces that 
you do want to shape their desires? And why on both counts? 

ω Are there some habits and practices that you might have originally thought were neutral or thin, but 
upon further reflection, you see them as thicker and more significant? 

ω Is there any way in which you see worship as a thick habit? How so? How not? 

ω If Christian worship is a thick practice, what do you think are its most significant "competitors"? 

 Smith contrasts secular and Christian (Kingdom) liturgies. Explain with an example what he 
means by formation, mis-formation, and counter-formation. 

 On p87 (Figure 4) Smith draws three concentric circles, where rituals (routines) house practices 
(thick routines that form our desires) which in turn contain liturgies (rituals of ultimate concern, 
forming our identity and inculcating particular visions of the good life). This is worship, whether 
directed to God, or a consumer culture. Give one example from your everyday life of this 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ όknowingly or otherwise) in a ritual practices that functions 
as a pedagogy [teacher] of your ultimate desires. 

 What counter-formative practices could you draw on (Church tradition) or design that may 
directly challenge this shaping, and redirect it to the Kingdom of God and love of Christ? 
 

Lŀƛƴ WƻōƭƛƴƎ ƳǇоΣ ά5ƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ /ŀǊŜ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΚέ 
 In what ways are Christians and our anthropocentric theology to blame for ecological crisis? 

 άIŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƴŦǳƭΦέ !ƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΚ ²ƘȅΚ 
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Bouma-Prediger, For the Beauty of the Earth, ppxi-xiii, 81-110 
 

 Which biblical passage stood out the most in terms of how God values 
the Earth? 

 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ {ǘƻǊȅέ ŦǊŀƳŜ όŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾƛƭΣ 
restored for better, sent together to heal, God sets everything right), 
how might you share the gospel with a person who deeply cares 
about the future of our planet and protection of the environment? 

 άLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƴƴŀΩ ōǳǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ǿŀǎǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ŝƴergy trying to 
protect creation?έ How would you respond? 

 What are your favourite Psalms reflecting on Creation? Read 
together one of these Psalms, for instance Psalm 8 or 19.  

 Bouma-Prediger has titled the book after a beautiful creation poem written by 
Folliott S. Pierpoint. Take a minute to read and reflect on these words: 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth, Over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise. 
For the wonder of each hour, Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale and tree and flower, Sun and moon and stars of light, Lord of all, to thee we raise, 
This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the joy of ear and eye, CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ  
For the mystic harmony, Linking sense to sound and sight,  

Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise. 
For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child, Friends on earth and friends above,  

For all gentle thoughts and mild, Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise. 
For thy Church that evermore, Lifteth holy hands above, 
hŦŦΩǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŜǾΩǊȅ ǎƘƻǊŜΣ Her pure sacrifice of love, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

 Take some time as a class to thank God for the most beautiful things on planet Earth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJvJaad-LS4
http://www.amazon.com/Beauty-Earth-Christian-Creation-Engaging/dp/080103695X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343085486&sr=1-1&keywords=for+the+beauty+of+the+earth#reader_080103695X
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Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WƻƘƴ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Institutes. Rather than explain this 
beautiful piece of theological prose, take a couple of minutes to read it for yourself here: 
 

1. Without knowledge of self there is no knowledge of God 
 
Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid Wisdom, consists 
almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But as 
these are connected together by many ties, it is not easy to determine which of 
the two precedes and gives birth to the other. For, in the first place, no man 
can survey himself without forthwith turning his thoughts towards the God in 
whom he lives and moves; because it is perfectly obvious, that the 
endowments which we possess cannot possibly be from ourselves; nay, that 
our very being is nothing else than subsistence in God alone. In the second 
place, those blessings which unceasingly distil to us from heaven, are like 
streams conducting us to the fountain. Here, again, the infinitude of good 
which resides in God becomes more apparent from our poverty. In 
particular, the miserable ruin into which the revolt of the first man has 
plunged us, compels us to turn our eyes upwards; not only that while hungry 
and famishing we may thence ask what we want, but being aroused by fear 

may learn humility. For as there exists in man something like a world of 
misery, and ever since we were stript of the divine attire our naked shame discloses an 

immense series of disgraceful properties every man, being stung by the consciousness of his own 
unhappiness, in this way necessarily obtains at least some knowledge of God. Thus, our feeling of 
ignorance, vanity, want, weakness, in short, depravity and corruption, reminds us, (see Calvin on John 4: 
10,) that in the Lord, and none but He, dwell the true light of wisdom, solid virtue, exuberant goodness. We 
are accordingly urged by our own evil things to consider the good things of God; and, indeed, we cannot 
aspire to Him in earnest until we have begun to be displeased with ourselves. For what man is not disposed 
to rest in himself? Who, in fact, does not thus rest, so long as he is unknown to himself; that is, so long as 
he is contented with his own endowments, and unconscious or unmindful of his misery? Every person, 
therefore, on coming to the knowledge of himself, is not only urged to seek God, but is also led as by the 
hand to find him. 
 

2. Without knowledge of God there is no knowledge of self 
 
On the other hand, it is evident that man never 
attains to a true self-knowledge until he have 
previously contemplated the face of God, and 
come down after such contemplation to look into 
himself. For (such is our innate pride) we always 
seem to ourselves just, and upright, and wise, and 
holy, until we are convinced, by clear evidence, of 
our injustice, vileness, folly, and impurity. 
Convinced, however, we are not, if we look to 
ourselves only, and not to the Lord also - He being 
the only standard by the application of which this 
conviction can be produced. For, since we are all 
naturally prone to hypocrisy, any empty 
semblance of righteousness is quite enough to 

satisfy us instead of righteousness itself. And since nothing appears within us or around us that is not 
tainted with very great impurity, so long as we keep our mind within the confines of human pollution, 
anything which is in some small degree less defiled delights us as if it were most pure just as an eye, to 

http://www.reformed.org/master/index.html?mainframe=/books/institutes/
http://www.amazon.com/Institutes-Christian-Religion-John-Calvin/dp/1598561685/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343079640&sr=1-1&keywords=Institutes+of+the+Christian+Religion#reader_1598561685
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which nothing but black had been previously presented, deems an object of a whitish, or even of a 
brownish hue, to be perfectly white. Nay, the bodily sense may furnish a still stronger illustration of the 
extent to which we are deluded in estimating the powers of the mind. If, at mid-day, we either look down 
to the ground, or on the surrounding objects which lie open to our view, we think ourselves endued with a 
very strong and piercing eyesight; but when we look up to the sun, and gaze at it unveiled, the sight which 
did excellently well for the earth is instantly so dazzled and confounded by the refulgence, as to oblige us to 
confess that our acuteness in discerning terrestrial objects is mere dimness when applied to the sun. Thus 
too, it happens in estimating our spiritual qualities. So long as we 
do not look beyond the earth, we are quite pleased with our 
own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue; we address ourselves in 
the most flattering terms, and seem only less than demigods. 
But should we once begin to raise our thoughts to God, and 
reflect what kind of Being he is, and how absolute the perfection 
of that righteousness, and wisdom, and virtue, to which, as a 
standard, we are bound to be conformed, what formerly 
delighted us by its false show of righteousness will become 
polluted with the greatest iniquity; what strangely imposed upon 
us under the name of wisdom will disgust by its extreme folly; 
and what presented the appearance of virtuous energy will be 
condemned as the most miserable impotence. So far are those 
qualities in us, which seem most perfect, from corresponding to the divine purity. 
 

Resource 3.1  
 

Distance students can watch a video of what will be 
presented in this session at http://vimeo.com/20186542 
(manuscript here). !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ 
.ŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƛŀǘǊƛōŜ όΗύΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ !C9{Ωǎ 
(Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students) National 
Director Richard Chin beautifully exegete Genesis 1:1-2:3 on 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά/ǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘέΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмс [ŀǳǎŀƴƴŜ 
aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ό¸[Dнлмсύ ƛƴ 
Jakarta: Video here; manuscript hereΦ .ƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ άIn 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Χ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ Χ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ Χ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ Χ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊƭȅ 
ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ Χ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊǳƭŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎέτŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ (shalom) of 
all creation. Amazing! 9ǇƛǎƻŘŜ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŦǊŀƳŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΣ ƻƴ άCreation and FallέΦ 
 
For some excellent related reading, see the following: 

Johnson, Darrell. Experiencing the Trinity. Vancouver: Regent College Publications, 2002. 
aƻƭǘƳŀƴƴΣ WǳɉǊƎŜƴΦ The Trinity and the Kingdom: The Doctrine of God. San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1990. 
 
Easier to read, but more controversial, see how one author depicts the perichoresis of the Triune God: 
Young, William P. The Shack: A Novel. Newbury Park, Calif: Windblown Media, 2007. (Movie here.) 
 
If you watched the movie and it messed with your head and theology, then read the four  
part non-fiction deconstruction by John G. Stackhouse Jr.:  part 1   part 2   part 3   part 4 
 
!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άDƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴŎŜ-ŦƭƻƻǊέ  
at Wondering Fair (here) useful in conceptualising male-female  
relationships modelled on the Triune love of God. 

 

http://vimeo.com/20186542
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=7399
https://afes.org.au/profile/richard-chin
https://www.lausanne.org/content/richard-chin-cultivating-gods-world
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21304
http://www.reframecourse.com/episodes/episode-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL0yUbSS5Eg&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL0yUbSS5Eg&t=4s
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/weblog
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/04/the-shack-1-in-defense-of-ideological-fiction/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/05/the-shack-2-some-theological-concerns-part-1/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/06/the-shack-3-theological-concerns-part-2/
http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2008/06/07/the-shack-3-some-celebrations/
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/god-on-the-dance-floor/
http://www.amazon.com/Shack-Wm-Paul-Young/dp/160941411X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343078966&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Shack#reader_160941411X
https://www.lausanne.org/content/richard-chin-cultivating-gods-world
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3.1 Who Am I? 

How do I define myself? Where do I look for my identity? For most of us in the West, we look in the mirror. 
We define ourselves without reference to community or our creator. 9ǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άDƻŘέ are often 
reflections of self: a solitary and distant being who set up the universe and stepped away, just wanting me 
ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ όάmoralistic therapeutic deismέ [also here on MTD]). 

hǳǊ άƛŎƻƴέ ƛǎ iPod: the sovereign solo artist, listening to his or her private 
soundtrack, individually styled and dancing for personal pleasure. We 
engage when we want, but our boundaries are definite. We all want to 
be our own person, no strings attachedτǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴƴŀΩ ŘƻΣ ōŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴƴŀΩ ōŜΣ άŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦέ This is negative άŦǊŜŜŘƻƳέτfreedom from 
expectations, from commitment, from rules.  

We star in our own story. ̧ Ŝǘ ŘŜŜǇ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅΦ Depression is epidemic, counseling 
ōƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ά²Ƙƻ ŀƳ LΚέ 

But If I am created, then I will only know who I am by knowing from whom I came. For what was I created? 
And what is this Creator like? 

Well, what if? Χ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ά²Ƙƻ ŀƳ Lέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ 
me in the mirror? What if I am actually the image of a Creative God? How could I then intentionally reflect 
God in the everyday? 

ά¢ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛǎ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘέ (John Calvin). 

But how do we come to this kind of knowledge? I can 
reason up to some type of creator. L Ŏŀƴ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ άDƻŘΦέ 
But it tells me little of who God is. άDƻŘέ simply means 
άǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέ Χ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 
emotions. We need content, ƻǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 
our reflection. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ It tells us the story of 
ŀ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΦ This God has stepped 
into history, so we can know from whom we came. And 
this God says that we are made in his image. To know 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΦ  

So, who is this God? 

DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǳƭƭŜǘ-point for us who he is. Instead, it unfolded across the Big Story: progressive revelation. 
/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ CŀƭƭΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ WŜǎǳǎΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ bŜǿ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Χ   over history God has related with us, revealing the 
essence of who He is. And in turn, we can know who we are. Sƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ Χ .ǳǘ how many 
central characters are in the biblical story? ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ Χ 

3.2 Who Is God? 

3.2.1 Creation: God of the bad grammar 

Genesis 1:1-3  ΨŜƭ-o-ƘŜŜƳΩ (plural) created (singular) via Word and Spirit 

Proverbs 8:22-31 Wisdom was the beginning (cf. Colossians 1:18, ΨŀǊ-ƪƘŀȅΩ) 

Genesis 1:26-28  ά²Ŝ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎέ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƎǳȅκƎƛǊƭ ƭƻǾŜ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moralistic_therapeutic_deism
http://www.christianpost.com/news/moralistic-therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD_q1pPm-3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD_q1pPm-3Q
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3.2.2 CŀƭƭΥ άIǳƳŀƴƛǘȅέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¦ǎέ 

Genesis 3:22  9ȄǇŜƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘόǎύΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 

3.2.3 Israel: One God restores relationship through King and Spirit 

Genesis 18:1-2  One Lord (YHWH) but bowing before the collective 

Deuteronomy 6:4 YHWH is ekh-ŀǿŘΩ (a composite unity, like husband-wife) 

Isaiah 9:6-7   The hope of a Divine King to save Israel 

Ezekiel 36:25-27 The hope of a Divine Spirit to transform their hearts 

 

3.2.4 Jesus: Access to the Father through participation in the Spirit 

Luke 3:21-22  ! ǊŜǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘΥ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέ 

John 8:56-59  Before Abraham was born, L !ƳΗ Χ ¸I²I 

John 14:9-26  {ŜŜƴ ƳŜΣ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ Χ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

John 17:21-26  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ !ƎŜƴŘŀΣ άL ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴ ƳŜΦέ [ƻǾŜ 

John 20:21-22  The Divine Mandate: Father sends, Spirit empowers 

Matthew 28:18f Baptise in name (singular) of Father-Son-Spirit 

 

3.2.5 Church: The ǎŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ 

Acts 2:1-4  Echoes of Israel: wind and fire 

DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǾŜǊǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
communion with YHWH. ά¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅέ wasƴΩǘ dry theology. They were trying to make sense of their experience, 
that God is one, and yet threeτa loving unity in diversity. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit 
is God, yet the three are one, and the three are equal. ά¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅέ protects, not solves, this mystery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 1:1-18  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God 

Colossians 1:15ff The Father created through Jesus, who is the beginning 

1 Corinthians 12:4ff The divine, eternal community saves a people through baptism 
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We swim in God for the sake of the world.  
We are blessed by this three-in-one God so that we may bless others.1 

 

3.2.6 New Creation: Cosmic participation in the Divine Nature 

Romans 8:18-30 ¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎƳƻǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

Revelation 4:8; 21ff άIƻƭȅΣ IƻƭȅΣ Iƻƭȅέ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ-fold Creator 

Through Jesus we have access in one Spirit to the Father (Ephesians 2:18). 
God draws us within the circle of His own self. We still await the day when 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘΣ άǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭέ όм 
Corinthians 15:28). .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
natureέ όн tŜǘer 1:4).   

So, what kind of God is this? He is one and three, a unity in diversity. 

CƻǊ мслл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bicene Creed:  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

When we picture God, what do we see? Do we picture i-Pod God, solitary and sovereignτa static monad? 
Or have we captured the dynamic nature of an eternally relating community? Can we agree with the early 
church that  

ά²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ΨDƻŘΩ L ƳŜŀƴ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ {ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ (Gregory of Nazianzen)? 

                                                           
1 See also Romans 8:9-11; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Galatians 4:4-7; Ephesians 1:3-14; 3:14-18; 4:4-6; 2 Thessalonians 

2:13; Titus 3:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2; Jude 1:20-21; Revelation 1:4-5. 
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3.3 άIƻǿέ is God? 

3.3.1 άHeld Captive by a Pictureέ όWittgenstein [pp105-134], courtesy of Jeremy Begbie2) 

How can Father, Son, and Spirit be together as one, and yet 
ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜΚ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀ DƻŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΚ 

Most material attempts to depict the Trinity fall into modalismτone 
God taking on three formsτor fall into tri-theismτthree separate 
Gods who cooperate. All downplay this dynamic and relational God 
unveiled across history.  

Zephaniah 3:17 suggests that musicτsong and danceτ 
may offer a new way. 

 

3.3.2 Song & Dance 

~1000 AD, Guido discovers polyphony  

~2000 AD, Jeremy Begbie reflects on the Triadτthe 
three note resonance of life3  

~4лл !5Σ /ŀǇǇŀŘƻŎƛŀƴ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǳǎŜ άǇŜǊƛŎƘƻǊŜǎƛǎέ Χ 
DƻŘ άŘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ in love, the interpenetration 
and coinherence of the three divine persons as one4  

 

 

 

3.4 Who are We 

Who am I? LΩƳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ Who is God? YHWH is an eternal dance of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit in self-giving love (1 John 4:7-21). Community is at the heart of the universe. Who are We? We are 
the covenant community of the Triune God. ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
love in a self-consumed world.5 YHWH invited us in, so we are to extend the welcome to everyone: an 
image of the God-head. We are freed for love. 

How should we respond?  

 Applaud  Χ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ within DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 

 Join In  Χ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥм-11; John 13:1-17) 

  

                                                           
2 Jeremy Begbie, Music, Modernity, and God Essays in Listening (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015), 142. 

3 ά{ŜŜƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴŘΩǎ 9ŀǊΣέ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2u20RxqPvo. Also here.                   

4 See https://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/god-on-the-dance-floor/ . 

5 See http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oKVE, Handel in the Mall. 

https://www.academia.edu/770551/_A_picture_held_us_Captive_The_later_Wittgenstein_on_visual_argumentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlR3bOsoAdA&t=16s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2u20RxqPvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E021XK7tHlc&t=13s
https://wonderingfair.com/2016/01/04/god-on-the-dance-floor/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oKVE
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Self-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ May we mirror him (1 John 3:16-18). 

How would the Divine Community have you join in the chorus, to bless the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Activities 3.1 & 3.2  
 
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related 
boxes on p. 13/14 of the unit guide. 
 
#3.1 Write out a prayer, praising God for who He is. 
#3.2 Dream how your local church community might look if we truly imaged the Triune perichoresis.  
         How might you participate in this re-imagined community of love? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SXh7JR9oKVE
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4.  La!D9 hC Dh5 ϧ {¢9²!w5{ILtΥ ²I!¢ !a L ¢h 5hΚ 

Resource 3.2  
We now turn our focus from the identity of God and His image bearers, to the task of image-bearing: 
the duty and delight of stewarding the world. And yet, at this point, Christianity and its theology of 
the exalted role of humanity in creation comes in for challenge (cf. Ps. 8:5-8). Is the biblical worldview 
in some sense responsible for our current ecological crisis? Read why Lynn White Jr., thinks so here. 
 
Need this be the case? In response, check out the following books: 
 
Bauckham, Richard. Bible and Ecology: Rediscovering the Community of Creation. Waco, TX: Baylor 

University Press, 2010. 
Bauckham, Richard. Living with Other Creatures: Green Exegesis and Theology. Waco, TX: Baylor 

University Press, 2011. 
.ŜƴǎƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aΦ ά{ƘŀƭƻƳ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ DƻŘΩǎ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ 

Converse over Creation and GeographyΦέ AJMS 10, no. 2 (2016): 60-67. 
Bouma-Prediger, Steven. For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001. 
Capon, Robert Farrar. An Offering of Uncles; The Priesthood of Adam and the Shape of the World. 

New York: Sheed and Ward, 1967. 
De Vos, Peter, and Loren Wilkinson. Earthkeeping, Christian Stewardship of Natural Resources. Grand 

Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans, 1980.  
Middleton, J. Richard. The Liberating Image: The Imago Dei in Genesis 1. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos 

Press, 2005. 
aƻƭǘƳŀƴƴΣ WǳɉǊƎŜƴΦ God in Creation: An Ecological Doctrine of Creation: The Gifford Lectures 1984-

1985. London: SCMP, 1985. 
Peterson, Eugene H. Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places: A Conversation in Spiritual Theology. Grand 

Rapids, MI.: Eerdmans, 2008. [See his chapters on Creation as part of Christian spirituality] 
Provan, Iain W. Convenient Myths The Axial Age, Dark Green Religion, and the World That Never 

Was. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2013. 
Schaeffer, Francis A., and Udo Middelmann. Pollution and the Death of Man. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 1992 [1970]. 
Wilkinson, Loren, and Mary Ruth Wilkinson. Caring for Creation in Your Own Backyard. Vancouver, 

BC: Regent College Pub, 1997. 
Wirzba, Norman. From Nature to Creation: A Christian Vision for Understanding and Loving Our 

World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2015. 
 
From a different angle, exploring the intersection of contemporary biology 
(e.g. genetic engineering), science, and theology, see the following: 
 
Deane-Drummond, Celia. Biology and Theology Today: Exploring the 

Boundaries. London: SCM, 2001. 
Deane-Drummond, Celia. Creation Through Wisdom: Theology and the 

New Biology. Edinburgh, Scotland: T & T Clark Ltd, 2000. 
McLeish, Tom. Faith and Wisdom in Science. Oxford, UK: Oxford 

University Press, 2016. 
Morris, Tim, and Don Petcher. Science and Grace: God's Reign Over 

His Creation. Crossway, 2006. 
 
For brilliant poetic reflections on our connection to creation, see any works of Wendell Berry, e.g.: 
Berry, Wendell. The Selected Poems of Wendell Berry. Washington, D.C.: Counterpoint, 1998. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208:5-8
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=lynn%20white%20environment&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CFsQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvm.edu%2F~gflomenh%2FENV-NGO-PA395%2Farticles%2FLynn-White.pdf&ei=yd4NUIvCKu-NiAefn4CADw&usg=AFQjCNGvt7COfIwFD5tyZsIhtc5EDF3r9Q&cad=rja
http://www.missionstudies.org.au/aams/201612.pdf
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/wendell-berry
http://www.amazon.com/Living-Other-Creatures-Exegesis-Theology/dp/1602584117/ref=sr_1_11?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343087054&sr=1-11&keywords=Earthkeeping,+Christian+Stewardship+of+Natural+Resources#reader_1602584117
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For the most recent and profound Catholic reflections on the environment and human ecology, see 
tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩǎ нлмр 9ƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭΣ Laudato SiΩ όάhƴ /ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴ IƻƳŜέύ here. (See here and 
here ŦƻǊ !ΩwƻŎƘŀΩǎ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ǘŀƪŜΣ here and here for secular commentary, and here for a taste of 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ά9Ŏƻ-Mƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 
drawing on the work of its member Clive Ayreτone of our optional readings for this module here.) 

 
Admittedly, Evangelicals have been slower to take up the environmental baton 
than our Catholic and mainline brethren. ²ŜΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
environmental dimension in biblical stories (e.g., Godawa 2012 ƻƴ άNoahέύΣ ŀƴŘ 
see any obligation to change our practice as politically correct legalism. Even so, 
Since the 2010 Cape Town Commitment (see Part 2, section 2.6 here), the 
[ŀǳǎŀƴƴŜ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 
/ŀǊŜέ ƛǎ ŀ gospel ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΥ άWe are also commanded to care for the earth and all 
its creatures, because the earth belongs to God, not to us. We do this for the 
sake of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the creator, owner, sustainer, redeemer and 
heir of all creation.έ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Creation Care Issue 
bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀǳǎŀƴƴŜ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǇŜǊ Інл ƻƴ άAn Evangelical Commitment 

to Simple LifestyleέΣ ǘƘŜ Jamaica Call to Action, and the excellent essays in Colin Bell and Robert 
²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ όŜŘǎύ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΣ Creation Care and the Gospel: Reconsidering the Mission of the Church (2016). 
 
The leading light in combining best theology and ecological practice is 
!ΩwƻŎƘŀ όƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ here; Australia site here). {ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ άGreen Christianέ, 
άCommon GraceέΣ aƛƪŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ нлмо ¢ƛƴǎƭŜȅ !ƴƴǳŀƭ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ άPreaching to 
the Birds?έΣ ŀƴŘ .ȅǊƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ facebook posts on environmental activism. 
 
hǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŜŎonomics and 
wealth creation. If this is an area of interest for you, see the wonderful work of the Oikonomia 
Network ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άEconomic Wisdom ProjectέΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǎŀƴƴŜΩǎ άWealth Creation ManifestoέΣ 
ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмт Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ άThe Role of Wealth Creation for Holistic 
Transformationέ όŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ by [ŀǳǎŀƴƴŜΩǎ /ŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ Business As Mission, Mats Tunehag, here). 

4.1 Where did we go wrong? 

As mentioned earlier, historian Lynn White Jr. perhaps most powerfully brought it to our attention that 
something was radically wrong in the Christian framing of creation. See here ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άThe 
Historical Roots of Our Ecological CrisisΣέ6 or below for a snippet: 
 

άL ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎ ōŀŎƪƭŀǎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōȅ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
more science and more technology. Our science and technology have grown out of Christian attitudes 
toward man's relation to nature, which are almost universally held not only by Christians and neo-

Christians but also by those who fondly regard themselves as post-Christians. Despite Copernicus, all the 
cosmos rotates around our little globe. Despite Darwin, we are not, in our hearts, part of the natural 

process. We are superior to nature, contemptuous of it, willing to use it for our slightest whim. [Ronald 
Reagan,] The newly elected Governor of California, like myself a churchman but less troubled than I, spoke 
for the Christian tradition ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ όŀǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘύΣ Ψwhen you've seen one redwood tree, you've seen 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦΩ To a Christian a tree can be no more than a physical fact. The whole concept of the sacred grove 
is alien to Christianity and to the ethos of the West. For nearly 2 millennia Christian missionaries have been 

chopping down sacred groves, which are idolatrous because they assume spirit in nature.  
What we do about ecology depends on our ideas of the man-nature relationship.  

More science and more technology are not going to get us out of the present ecologic crisis  
until we find a new religion, or rethink our old one.έ 

                                                           
6 Lynn ²ƘƛǘŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ wƻƻǘǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ /ǊƛǎƛǎέΣ Science 155, no. 3767 (March 10, 1967), 1203-1207. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosi.com/watch
http://blog.arocha.org/en/papal-encyclical-now-the-dust-has-settled/
http://www.arocha.org/en/news/politicians-must-follow-the-pope/
https://theconversation.com/pope-encyclical-on-ecological-crisis-asks-us-to-examine-our-deepest-values-and-beliefs-43514
https://theconversation.com/pope-francis-wants-us-to-be-ecological-citizens-but-how-43649
http://www.ncca.org.au/index.php/departments/eco-mission
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21301
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=21309
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdu10cX3pWA
http://www.lausanne.org/content/ctc/ctcommitment#p2-2-6
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/creation-care
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-20
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-20
https://www.lausanne.org/content/statement/creation-care-call-to-action
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-Care-Gospel-Reconsidering-Mission/dp/161970725X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1500854617&sr=8-4&keywords=creation+and+mission
http://www.arocha.org/int-en/index.html
http://australia.arocha.org/
http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
http://www.commongrace.org.au/climate_change
http://ethos-environment.blogspot.com.au/
http://www.morlingcollege.com/wp-content/uploads/2013%20Annual%20Lecture%20Booklet.pdf
http://www.morlingcollege.com/wp-content/uploads/2013%20Annual%20Lecture%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/byrongsmith
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
http://oikonomianetwork.org/economic-wisdom-project/
https://www.lausanne.org/content/wealth-creation-manifesto
https://www.lausanne.org/networks/issues/business-as-mission
https://www.lausanne.org/about/blog/wealth-creation-holistic-transformation
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=lynn%20white%20environment&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CFsQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvm.edu%2F~gflomenh%2FENV-NGO-PA395%2Farticles%2FLynn-White.pdf&ei=yd4NUIvCKu-NiAefn4CADw&usg=AFQjCNGvt7COfIwFD5tyZsIhtc5EDF3r9Q&cad=rja
https://www.amazon.com/Creation-Care-Gospel-Reconsidering-Mission/dp/161970725X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1500854617&sr=8-4&keywords=creation+and+mission
http://www.christianecology.org/
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Consider, for instance, this 
animated representation of 
Ƙƻǿ άManέ Ƙŀǎ (mis)used 
this mandate to rule and 
have dominion over the 
created order. Animator 
Steve Cutts designed this 
3.36 minute video to 
represent our relationship 
with the natural world, 
particularly shaped by the 
collision of more powerful 
and efficient technology, and 
an insatiable appetite for 
ever greater consumption.  

(Cf. tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŀΩǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǿƻǊŘ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ άDear Future Generations: Sorryέ ώŀƭǎƻ άMan vs. Earthέϐ, and the movie 
ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ {ŜǳǎǎΩ The Lorax: ŎƭƛǇǎ ƻƴ άThneedvilleέ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ άHow Bad Can I Be?έΦ)  
 

PSALM 8:1-8: 

1 LORD, our Lord,  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

You have set your glory  in the heavens.  

2 Through the praise of children and infants  you have established a stronghold 

against your enemies,  to silence the foe and the avenger.  

3 When I consider your heavens,  the work of your fingers,  the moon and the 

stars,  which you have set in place,  

4 what is mankind  that you are mindful of them,  

human beings that you care for them?  

5 You have made them  a little lower than the angels  

    and crowned them  with glory and honour.  

6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands;  

    you put everything under their  feet:  

7 all flocks and herds,  and the animals of the wild,  

8 the birds in the sky,  and the fish in the sea,  

    all that swim the paths of the seas.  

9 LORD, our Lord,  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrzbRZn5Ed4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EQt_xFOGN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208:5-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8

