Christian Apologetics Lecture overview

PE 420/PE 620
Challenges to Our Story/Discussion
Historical Challenges to Christianity 1:
The Reliability of the Scriptures Attitudes Toward, and Apologetics for,

, _ Responding to Doubts on the Bible
ABehold, the worKk of our phil .
diction, how'mean an@écontemptible they are by comparison with
the Scriptures!: Is it pessible that a book at once so simple and
subl i mewshould be meuwrwely
(Jean Jacques Rousseau)
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FORUMS6: Respond to one of the foIIowmg statements:
(@t Sdu odkgh®™ E plga oanek
Bible G an ancient book of oral legends finally penned
by goat herders and uneducated fishermen G is not
kjhu pnga( ~qp ]hok naharr]/
(b)t Ephuvo opgle  ( “]ljcankgo
pda >e”~ha ej ] ik anj | hgnl}

READINGS DEBRIEF

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

-questionGo ki apdej c ukgq
or want to clarify

-challenge G something you disagree
with, or want to nuance

-implication Gt ok s dlyqukK bkr
apologetic approach

-application G something useful right
now in your context

Discuss Forum question
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Attitudes toward the Bible

UDks ogna ]J]na ukqgqg pd]p pde
itsaysistrue?$- 9 E = kjhp pdejg
misinformation; 10 = Every word'is totally trustworthy)
Uusd]p "k pda >e”~he_]h ]
narah]pekij; N--o0 g@amodienatds.c

U Does it really matter how outsiders view the
Scriptures? Why. not just i
What is at

U How has your own study eit
challenged yeur belief in the inspiration and authority
of.the Scriptures?

Ul f "t h eff*Bi by e\ glliSuGi@ a ik s, | Wo
What would convince yiou'ofthis?
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Attitudes toward the Bible

U How might these challenges be differently framed
by the following people?
(a) modernist; (b) postmodernist;
(c) pluralist; (d) feminist; (e) other
(e.g. environmentalist, Muslim, illiterate).

U What approaches do you thinl e most fruit in
moving people toward accepti
authority of the S
And what have you pers

the greatest Wasrant for trusting the Bible?

Deconstruction began in eden
S CHRISTIANITY: p

The belief that some cosmic
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Jewish Zombie can make you
live forever if you symbolically

eat his flesh and telepathically
tell him that you accept him
as your master, so he can
remove an evil force from your soul ~ Heibieo
that is present in humanity because 'V‘;fw"
a rib-woman was convinced by a
talking snake to eat from a magical tree.

Makes perfect sense.

‘The God of the 0ld Testament is arguably the most
npleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud
f it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a
indictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a
misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal,

# genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal,
sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”

4 ’/‘ Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion

Attitudes toward the Bible

U?d] nhao Ol gncakj s] o kij
“abaj’ pda >efha; K t Ranu
olJ]ia s]J]u E “abaj> ] hekj*
Sd] phuo necdp 1] snkjc+h

U If challenged, what are the top two | reasonsy o u Kk

give for believing the Biblels inspired and
authoritative forUSie

U What does it mean to Spea e inspiration
and authority of the res?

U What.do you se€etas the greatest barriers to the
average Aussie'seriously engaging-with the Bible?

Attitudes toward the Bible

wondercafe.ca @




toward the Bible
~ God said it.

Attitudes

HOLY BIBLE

Jesus Camp violence
U Why might passionate commitment to a literal Bible
reading frighten and repulse teens today ?

Apologetics for the bible

U What approaches do you think bear the most fruit in
moving people toward accepting the inspiration and
authority of the Scriptures? And what have you
personally found to be the greatest warrant
for trusting the Bible?

U How might the different a‘ approaches
variously defend and co the Bible?
(a) classical apologis evidentialist ;
(c) reformedipresuppositionalist ; (d) fideist.

fiAussies love their coopers beer 0 (
U Why is this partnership between the Bible Society
and Coopers so offensive to somany?

b

Attitudes toward the Bible

x popular criticism, revisionism, misuse A
largely mocked as untrustworthy

the Bible as a religious;tool for oppression
discounted miracles, questionable history
few read it, and most are

Commend, Challenge, B , Bridge?

Apologetics for the bible

CLASSICALScripture as Conclusion
1) Na]lokj goa' pk paop O_nel pgnaktuo
(2) Begin with theism, conclude with inspiration
(3) Fulfilled prophecy proves inspiration if God exists

EVIDENTIALScripture as Source

(1) Scripture the source of evidence for apologetics

(2) Begin with reliability, contlude with inspiration‘

(3) Fulfilled prophecy proves inspiration, proves: God
REFORMEDScripture as Foundation

(1) Scripture the foundation for apologetics"

(2) Begin with self -attesting Scripture

(3) Scripture gives the only coherentworldvies
FIDEISTScripture*asi\\Vitness

(1) Scripture’needs no-defense

(2) Begin with Christ, hotfrom Scripture as such

(3) Scripture gives faithful witnesste.Christ



http://www.sbs.com.au/news/thefeed/article/2017/03/13/australians-love-their-coopers-beer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztypdVfGqVs

inag it i i Tammy White response ( )
Puttlng It into praCtlce U How is this approach similar to/different from, your
reply? What changes strengthen your apologetic?
(af Sdu odkgh™ E plga oanekamn
ancient book of oral legends finally penned by goat
herders and uneducated fishermen G is not only true, but
]hok nahar]jp ej pda ik
8 {
$"N % 1 Mljcankgo
i ! i lhgn]h

REFORWEBSGHipture asioundation
FIDEJSTScripture as\Nitness
f > Pl o) 044/509

Dealing with
MODERN doubts
x #1 Clarify the assertion (roof)
x #2 Locate the arguments (walls)

x #3 Probe the structural integrity

x #4 Expose the flaw (defend w qné]rgasbns)

x #5 Rebuild the house (comment ies & evidence)

Eh
x Classical? Evidential? Reforme:

DEALING WITH POSTMODERN DOUBTS Dealing with Doubts
a.  What hopes and fearsare common to my

neighbour, with whom | will dialogue? x What assertions are made by Penn & Teller + Westwing ?
What terms and concepts must be clarified for a Penn & Teller; The Bible is Bullshit.
productive dialogue to ensue? ° :

What genuine admijssions should | make
to begin the dialogue?

How could | defend the plausibility,of Christianity

How could | commend the libility, relevance &
attractiveness of Christianity to the Other?

What other actions ‘G corollary apologetics G
add tangibility, strengthening the dialogue?

1,868,618 ~



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMG9Ch2tVCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKBuM4NzSUc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKBuM4NzSUc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RV46fsmx6E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RV46fsmx6E

:Bible bs ? Westwing Attitudes

How would you respond?

a.  What hopes and fearsare common to my
neighbour, with whom | will dialogue?

What terms and concepts must be clarified for a
#2 Locate the arguments (walls) productive dialogue to ensue?
#3 Probe the structural integrity . What genuine admjssions should | make

to begin the dialogue?
How could | defend the plausibility,of Christianity
in light of the key'€

How could | commend thexc bility, relevance &
attractiveness of Christiafity to the Other?

What other_actions ‘G corollary apologetics G
add tangibility, strengthening the dialogue?

How would you respond?

#1 Clarify the assertion (roof)

#4 Expose the flaw (defend w an/rgasbns)
#5 Rebuild the house (commeng 5 & evidence)

b}
Classical? Evidential? Reformet

How can | believe the Bible is
God & word?

x A View from Above and Beyond:
plausible, credible & relevant

x Bible _ h'] e umqueN
Fulfilled prophecy
Historical and scientific ace

Transformational ChangeG

Reason + Revelation = Confidence + Hope =
Case study:

Lee Strobel &
the Casefor Christ



http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2mcm48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1-ip47WYWc

