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Christian Apologetics

PE 420/PE 620

Historical Challenges to Christianity 1: 

The Reliability of the Scriptures 

ƛBehold the works of our philosophers; with all their pompous 
diction, how mean and contemptible they are by comparison with 

the Scriptures!  Is it possible that a book at once so simple and 
sublime should be merely the work of man?Ɯ                                  

(Jean Jacques Rousseau)

Lecture overview

Challenges to Our Story/Discussion

Attitudes Toward, and Apologetics for, 
the Bible

Responding to Doubts on the Bible

FORUM 6: Respond to one of the following statements: 

(a) ƗSdu odkqh` E p]ga oanekqohu ukqn _h]ei pd]p pda 
BibleƓan ancient book of oral legends finally penned 
by goat herders and uneducated fishermen Ɠis not 
kjhu pnqa( ^qp ]hok nahar]jp ej pda ik`anj sknh`;Ƙ7 or 

(b) ƗEpƕo opqle`( `]jcankqo ]j` rekhajp pk hepan]hhu ]llhu 
pda >e^ha ej ] ik`anj lhqn]heope_ `aik_n]_uƘ

*Challenges to Our Story*

READINGS DEBRIEF

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

-questionƓokiapdejc ukq `kjƕp cap( 
or want to clarify

-challengeƓsomething you disagree 
with, or want to nuance

-implication ƓƗok sd]pƘ bkn your 
apologetic approach

-application Ɠsomething useful right 
now in your context

Discuss Forum question
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Deconstruction began in eden

Attitudes toward the Bible

UDks oqna ]na ukq pd]p pda >e^ha eo Ck`ƕo Skn` ]j` ]hh 
it says is true? $- 9 E `kjƕp pdejg ok( epƕo ]hh ien]_hao ]j` 
misinformation; 10 = Every word is totally trustworthy)

USd]p `k pda >e^he_]h ]qpdkno o]u ]^kqp Ck`ƕo 
narah]pekj; Ɲ oaa l]oo]cao heopa` p7 module notes. 

UDoes it really matter how outsiders view the 
Scriptures? Why not just proclaim Jesus?                             

What is at stake?

UHow has your own study either strengthened or 
challenged your belief in the inspiration and authority 

of the Scriptures?

UIf the Bible is Godƙs Word, how would you know? 
What would convince you of this?

Attitudes toward the Bible

U?d]nhao Olqncakj s]o kj_a ]oga`( ƗDks `k ukq 
`abaj` pda >e^ha;Ƙ ƗRanu a]ouƘ da naolkj`a`* ƗPda 
o]ia s]u E `abaj` ] hekj* E oeilhu hap ep kqp kb epo _]ca*Ƙ 
Sd]pƕo necdp ]j` snkjc+h]_gejc ej pdeo naolkjoa;

UIf challenged, what are the top two reasons youƙd 
give for believing the Bible is inspired and 

authoritative for us today?

UWhat does it mean to speak of the inspiration 
and authority of the Scriptures?

UWhat do you see as the greatest barriers to the 
average Aussie seriously engaging with the Bible?

Attitudes toward the Bible

UHow might these challenges be differently framed 
by the following people?  

(a) modernist; (b) postmodernist; 
(c) pluralist; (d) feminist; (e) other 

(e.g. environmentalist, Muslim, illiterate).

UWhat approaches do you think bear the most fruit in 
moving people toward accepting the inspiration and 

authority of the Scriptures? 
And what have you personally found to be 
the greatest warrant for trusting the Bible?

Attitudes toward the Bible
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Attitudes toward the Bible ñAussies love their coopers beer ò(here )

UWhy is this partnership between the Bible Society 
and Coopers so offensive to so many?

Jesus Camp violence (here )
UWhy might passionate commitment to a literal Bible 

reading frighten and repulse teens today ?
×popular criticism, revisionism, misuse Ā

largely mocked as untrustworthy

× the Bible as a religious tool for oppression

×discounted miracles, questionable history

× few read it, and most are biblically illiterate

×Commend, Challenge, Barrier, Bridge?

Attitudes toward the Bible

Apologetics for the bible

UWhat approaches do you think bear the most fruit in 
moving people toward accepting the inspiration and 

authority of the Scriptures?  And what have you 
personally found to be the greatest warrant 

for trusting the Bible?

UHow might the different apologetic approaches 
variously defend and commend the Bible?

(a) classical apologist; (b) evidentialist ;                                
(c) reformed/presuppositionalist ; (d) fideist .

CLASSICAL: Scripture as Conclusion
(1) Na]okj qoa` pk paop O_nelpqnaƕo _na`ajpe]ho

(2) Begin with theism, conclude with inspiration

(3) Fulfilled prophecy proves inspiration if God exists

EVIDENTIAL: Scripture as Source
(1) Scripture the source of evidence for apologetics

(2) Begin with reliability, conclude with inspiration

(3) Fulfilled prophecy proves inspiration, proves God

REFORMED: Scripture as Foundation
(1) Scripture the foundation for apologetics

(2) Begin with self -attesting Scripture

(3) Scripture gives the only coherent worldview

FIDEIST: Scripture as Witness
(1) Scripture needs no defense

(2) Begin with Christ, not from Scripture as such

(3) Scripture gives faithful witness to Christ 

Apologetics for the bible

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/thefeed/article/2017/03/13/australians-love-their-coopers-beer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztypdVfGqVs
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(a)ƗSdu odkqh` E p]ga oanekqohu ukqn _h]ei pd]p pda >e^haƓan 
ancient book of oral legends finally penned by goat 

herders and uneducated fishermen Ɠis not only true, but 
]hok nahar]jp ej pda ik`anj sknh`;Ƙ7 KN 

$^% ƗEpƕo opqle`( `]jcankqo ]j` rekhajp pk hepan]hhu ]llhu pda 
>e^ha ej ] ik`anj lhqn]heope_ `aik_n]_uƘ

CLASSICAL: Scripture as Conclusion

EVIDENTIAL: Scripture as Source

REFORMED: Scripture as Foundation

FIDEIST: Scripture as Witness

Putting it into practice Tammy White response (here )
UHow is this approach similar to/different from, your 

reply? What changes strengthen your apologetic?

×#1 Clarify the assertion (roof)

×#2 Locate the arguments (walls)

×#3 Probe the structural integrity

×#4 Expose the flaw (defend w qns/reasons)

×#5 Rebuild the house (commend w stories & evidence)

×Classical? Evidential? Reformed? Fideist?

Dealing with 
MODERN doubts

DEALING WITH POSTMODERN DOUBTS
a. What hopes and fears are common to my 

neighbour, with whom I will dialogue?

b. What terms and concepts must be clarified for a 
productive dialogue to ensue?

c. What genuine admissions should I make 
to begin the dialogue?

d. How could I defend the plausibility of Christianity 
in light of the key objections?

e. How could I commend the credibility, relevance & 
attractiveness of Christianity to the Other?

f. What other actions Ɠcorollary apologetics Ɠ
add tangibility, strengthening the dialogue?

Dealing with Doubts
×What assertions are made by Penn & Teller + Westwing ?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMG9Ch2tVCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKBuM4NzSUc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKBuM4NzSUc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RV46fsmx6E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RV46fsmx6E
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Penn & Teller : Bible bs ? Westwing Attitudes (here )

×#1 Clarify the assertion (roof)

×#2 Locate the arguments (walls)

×#3 Probe the structural integrity

×#4 Expose the flaw (defend w qns/reasons)

×#5 Rebuild the house (commend w stories & evidence)

×Classical? Evidential? Reformed? Fideist?

How would you respond? How would you respond?
a. What hopes and fears are common to my 

neighbour, with whom I will dialogue?

b. What terms and concepts must be clarified for a 
productive dialogue to ensue?

c. What genuine admissions should I make 
to begin the dialogue?

d. How could I defend the plausibility of Christianity 
in light of the key objections?

e. How could I commend the credibility, relevance & 
attractiveness of Christianity to the Other?

f. What other actions Ɠcorollary apologetics Ɠ
add tangibility, strengthening the dialogue?

×A View from Above and Beyond: 
plausible, credible & relevant 

×Bible _h]eio Ɲ unique

×Fulfilled prophecy

×Historical and scientific accuracy

×Transformational ChangeƓIt works

×Reason + Revelation = Confidence + Hope

How can I believe the Bible is 
God ôs word?

Case study: 
Lee Strobel & 

the Case for Christ

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2mcm48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1-ip47WYWc

