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Christian Apologetics
PE 420/PE 620

Course Conclusion: 
Humble Apologetics

Lecture overview

Challenges to Our Story/Discussion

Students Share their Final Essay 
Topic/Argument + Open Q&A

Course Evaluation & Prayer

Course Conclusion:                                             
Humble Apologetics as Art & Science

*Challenges to Our Story* Readings debrief

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

-question—something you don’t get, 
or want to clarify

-challenge—something you disagree 
with, or want to nuance

-implication—“so what” for your 
apologetic approach

-application—something useful right 
now in your context

Discuss Forum question

Activity 13.3 sharing

Tell us about your final project!

Who is your conversation partner? 

With what “worldview” do they most identify ? 

Which question about or objection
to following Christ is central? 

Can you crystallise your response 
in a 30 second reply? 

Activity 13.4: Outstanding “Big Qns”?
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Review: recap

 Look through the following Unit Content and 
Outcomes. Where are you strongest and weakest? 

 Were the Unit Outcomes met, and how would 
you rate yourself on each out of 10?

Section A: Apologetics and the Nature of Truth

Section B: Critiques of Christian Faith

Section C: Alternatives to Christian Belief

Review: reframe
 Reframe these course emphases in your own words:

A. NARRATIVE apologetics

B. HUMBLE apologetics

C. PRAYER-FULL apologetics

D. DIALOGICAL apologetics

E. PERSONAL apologetics

F. IMAGINATIVE apologetics

G. INTERDISCIPLINARY apologetics

H. CULTURAL apologetics

I. PUBLIC apologetics

J. HOLISTIC apologetics

K. CHRIST-CENTRED apologetics
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Course Consolidation
 With which apologetic approach—classical (logical), 
evidential (empirical), reformed (presuppositional), or 

fideism (experiential)—do you most identify?  

 Which apologetic approach would you like to develop in, 
to buttress or complement what you do naturally?

 Apologetic triangulation is a way to 
(1) Open ears by undermining secularism, challenging 

people to recognise faith’s plausibility; 
(2) Establish trust through advancing credible truths, 
informing people to acknowledge faith’s credibility; 

(3) Arouse interest by engaging experience, inspiring 
people to embrace faith’s relevance. 

In which aspect of apologetics did you grow the most, 
and in what ways? Give an example.

Course Consolidation

 What topic most interested you in the course?

 What topic, issue, or belief system 
would you like to explore further?

 What author or book is next on your “to read list” 
after this course is over, to help you 

continue growing as a Christian apologist?

 What are your next steps apologetically 
to continue to consolidate and grow in 
this dimension of your Christian walk?

Course Consolidation
What great conversations and questions have come 

out of doing this course? … share some stories!

 Knowledge is not simply for knowledge’s sake; 
rather, knowledge is to serve as a tool in reaching 

non-Christian friends and family with the truth, 
goodness, and beauty of Christ (salvation), 
and seeking the flourishing of our society 

as a whole (shalom). In this regard, 
who is at the top of your prayer list, and 

what next step will you take to reach them? 

 How might you use apologetics for the good of all 
in our pluralistic and polarised context?

PRAYER FOR SALVATION & SHALOM

Course evaluation
(7:45-7:55)

(BREAK 7:55-8:05)

2017 ONLINE:
(use laptop of phone)

https://www.surveymonkey.com
/r/MalyonSurveyS1_2017
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Course conclusion:
humble apologetics

Personalism: The centrality 
of testimony and witness

Apologetics as art and science:
cultivating good bedside manner

Apologetics as humble: epistemologically, 
rhetorically, and spiritually humble

Course conclusion

 Above all, LOVE:

“Love is the most powerful apologetic.  It is the 
essential component in reaching the whole 

person in a fragmented world.”                         
(Ravi Zacharias)

“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 

But the greatest of these is love.”

The apologist’s evening prayer

“From all my lame defeats and oh! much more

From all the victories that I seemed to score;

From cleverness shot forth on Thy behalf

At which, while angels weep, the audience laugh;

From all my proofs of Thy divinity,

Thou, who wouldst give me no sign, deliver me.

Thoughts are but coins.  Let me not trust, instead

Of Thee, their thin-worn image of Thy head.

From all my thoughts, even from my thoughts of Thee,

O thou fair Silence, fall, and set me free.

Lord of the narrow gate and the needle’s eye,

Take from me all my trumpery lest I die.”

I Cannot Tell (v1)
I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship,

Should set His love upon the sons of men,
Or why, as Shepherd, 

He should seek the wand'rers,
To bring them back, 

they know not how or when.

But this I know, that He was born of Mary,
When Bethl'hem's manger was His only home,

And that He lived at Nazareth and labored,
And so the Savior, Savior of the world, is come.

I Cannot Tell (v2)
I cannot tell how silently He suffered,

As with His peace He graced this place of tears,

Or how His heart upon the Cross was broken,

The crown of pain to three and thirty years.

But this I know, He heals the broken-hearted,

And stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,

And lifts the burden from the heavy laden,

For yet the Savior, Savior of the world, is here.

I Cannot Tell (v3)
I cannot tell how He will win the nations,

How He will claim His earthly heritage,

How satisfy the needs and aspirations

Of east and west, of sinner and of sage.

But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory,

And He shall reap the harvest He has sown,

And some glad day His sun shall shine in splendor

When He the Savior, 
Savior of the world, is known.
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I Cannot Tell (v4)
I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,

When, at His bidding, every storm is stilled,

Or who can say how great the jubilation

When all the hearts of men with love are filled.

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture,

And myriad, myriad human voices sing,

And earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, 
will answer:

At last the Savior, Savior of the world, is King.

Open Discussion & prayer

2017 Semester II
Christian 

worldview

theology for 
everyday life

3 key Qualities 
for apologists

#1 Humility

-finite & fallen

-1 Cor. 2:1-5; 8:1

-epistemologically, rhetorically, 
and spiritually humble

-protective, comparative, 
& imperative claims

3 key Qualities 
for apologists

#2 Acuity/Wisdom

-“And this is my prayer: that your love may 
abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight” (Philippians 1:9)

-The privatization of religion and the refusal to 
offer a sound apologetic countering 
alternative truth claims have produced 
“fuzzyminded and listless Christians, who 
care very little about what is to be believed. 
. . . It is a degenerate offspring of authentic 
Christianity” (Avery Dulles).

3 key Qualities 
for apologists

#3 Love

-insular, attacking, or embracing

-Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 22:37-40; 28:18-20; 
Col. 1:28

 How does apologetics contribute to us 
loving God, loving others, making 
mature disciples, and effectively 
cultivating the earth?

-a poem and a prayer
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