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MCE41/61-D

INTEGRATING 
FAITH & WORK

MODULE 1

INTRODUCTION 
TO VOCATIONAL 
STEWARDSHIP

Photo Credit: Anonymous. Eiffel Tower under 
construction for Paris Exposition. 1887-1889. 
In Ferdinand Protzman, ed., Work: The World 
in Photographs (Washington, DC: National 
Geographic, 2006), 22.

§2.1 What to Expect

Full, guided immersion

Lots of stimulus provoking sharing

Dialogical pedagogy: qns + stories
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§2.2 Why Do We Need This Course?

Mark Greene (LICC):

“98 percent of Christians—
i.e., those not in paid church 
work—are not properly 
envisioned or equipped 
for their mission in the 
95 percent of their 
waking time.”
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To recruit the people of God to use some of their leisure time to join the 
missionary initiatives of church-paid workers. … ?

§2.2 Why Do We Need This Course?
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֍ How relevant are your Sundays 
to your Mondays? 

֍What support do you need to more 
effectively live your faith at work?

§2.3 Parable of the Talents (Mt 25:14-30)
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֍ Read it 

֍Meaning to them? 

֍Meaning to you, 
investing your talents—
workplace knowledge, 

skills, platforms and 
networks—as a 

kingdom calling?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Underwater_photographs_of_scuba_divers/media/File:DiveTulsa_(2062961046).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Underwater_photographs_of_scuba_divers/media/File:DiveTulsa_(2062961046).jpg
http://www.mccrindle.com.au/
http://www.mccrindle.com.au/
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§2.4.1 Vocation and Calling

֍ In your own 
words, what is 
“Vocation”? 
(cf. pp7-8)

֍ Do you see your 
“work” as a calling?
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Who are we called by?

What are we called to?

§2.4.1 Vocare … “to call”
“A job is a vocation only if someone 
else calls you to do it and you do it 
for them rather than for yourself. 

And so our work can be a calling only 
if it is reimagined as a mission of 

service to something beyond merely 
our own interests.”

– Tim Keller
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§2.4.2 Frontline

֍ List your 3 
primary “frontlines”

_________________

_________________

_________________
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§2.4.3 Shalom
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§2.4.3 Shalom
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Nicholas Wolterstorff:

“Shalom is delight in all one’s 
relationships: with God, neighbour, 

nature, and self. 
Shalom unites the fulfilment of 

culture with the liberation of justice.”

֍ Describe what “shalom” looks like 
in one of your secondary vocations, 

in each of its four dimensions: 
God, people, planet, self

§2.5 God Is @ Work: Kingdom Gap

֍ How can I partner with the 
Spirit in the nature of the work 
(daily tasks), the context of the 
work (work environment and 

relationships), the product of the 
work (goods and services), and the 

reward/income from the work 
(whether financial, relational, 

or environmental)?
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§3

BUSINESS TIME

§3.2 Show & Tell

An excellent resource that supports our efforts toward vocational stewardship

OR

An example or story that demonstrates vocational stewardship in action.
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§3.2 Kingdom Taster
Email photo

Describe vocation: nature, context, 
product, reward/income

Share a story of how you offer 
kingdom foretastes on your frontline

Pray
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§3.3 Groups

1. Pray for peers on frontline (<5min)

2. Reflect: Matthew 5:1-12 (<5min)

3. Distribute Readings 
+ Key Points (<5min)

4. Debrief: Question, Challenge, 
Implication, Application (<15min)

5. Discuss Journal Qn (<15min)

6. Workplace Wisdom 
(see, judge, act)
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A. REDEMPTIVE work

B. CREATIVE work

C. PROVIDENTIAL work

D. JUSTICE work

E. COMPASSIONATE work

F. REVELATORY work
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“What Is a Trader?” here MCE41/61-D
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“Work as Worship by RightNow Ministries” here

§4 Working 
Theologically

Dave Benson

… human activity that
generates income

Work?

Work?
… human activity that

generates income

… OR

“cooperation with God
in the transformation 

of the world” 

– Miroslav Volf 

What On Earth Are You Here For?

“Well done, 
good and 

faithful servant”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiAh3lYo6k4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m06DYIAeCtU
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What On Earth Are You Here For?

“Anyone who is sent on a mission 
had better be clear about what is 

being asked of her and why. 
If she is not clear about the 

nature and rationale of 
the mission, she risks trying to do 

too much, or not enough, 
or the wrong thing entirely.”

- John G. Stackhouse, Jr.

What On Earth Are You Here For?

“Who is Jesus Christ, 
for us, today?”

“Who are we, 
for Jesus Christ, today?”

“As the Father sent me, 
so I send you”

Partial Answers, Superficial Integration

Serving King and Kingdom

“Claiming It” with Ben: Flourishing

“Naming It” with Jen: Salvation

Partly Right & Partly Wrong

Partial Answers, Superficial Integration

Triumphalism

Patience and Partnership?

Forgotten Jesus?

Compartmentalising?

How, Then, Shall We Live?

Luke 4:14-30 

Kingdom Business

Jesus’ Mission 
Statement 
for a New 

Administration

Lk 4:14-17 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news 
about him spread through the whole countryside. He was 
teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 
to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
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Lk 4:18-19 

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me 

to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."

Lk 4:20-23 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. He began by saying to them, 

"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 
that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked.

Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 
'Physician, heal yourself!' And you will tell me, 'Do here in your 
hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’”

Lk 4:24-27 

"Truly I tell you," he continued, "prophets are not accepted in 
their hometowns. I assure you that there were many widows in 
Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half 
years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 
Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow 
in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 

And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha 
the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—
only Naaman the Syrian."

Lk 4:28-30 

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard 
this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, 
in order to throw him off the cliff. 

But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

Who Is Jesus Christ, For Us, Today? … 
Kingdom Announcement

The context

The mission: good news today

Holistic salvation

Jubilee (Leviticus 25)

The message: 
announcing and denouncing

The response: 
icy insiders and elated outsiders

Who Is Jesus Christ, For Us, Today?

Announcing the 
Year of the 
Lord’s favour 

to the
Poor
Prisoners
Blind
Oppressed

is God’s Kingdom 
at Work
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Who Are We, For Jesus Christ, Today?

A Quadruple Bottom Line:

Economic Profitability (Profit)

Social Capital (People)

Environmental Sustainability (Planet)

Spiritual Capital (Purpose)

Work, Worship & Witness 
for the Common Good

Profit, People, Planet, Purpose
Ethics, Evangelism, Calling, Spirituality

Four Mandates Framing Our Mission
CULTIVATE                                        LOVE

Cultural Mandate
(Genesis 1:26-28)

Cultivate the World

Great Commandments
(Matthew 22:33-40)

Love God and Neighbour

Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18-20)

Evangelise/Disciple Nations

New Commandment
(John 13:34-35)

Love One Another

CREATION
COMMANDMENTS

= SHALOM
(all people)

REDEMPTION 
COMMANDMENTS

= SALVATION
(Jesus’ co-workers) 

Adam’s The Kingdom Health Group Pty. Ltd.

Adam’s The Kingdom Health Group Pty. Ltd.

Four Mandates 
Healing Migraines

Cultivate the World Love God + Neighbour

Cultivate Disciples Love One Another

CREATION
REDEMPTION

SHALOM
SALVATION
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Transforming Work: Shalom + Salvation

What on Earth are YOU here for?
Who are WE, for Jesus Christ, today?

“Seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness-justice, 

and everything else will be 
added to you” 

– Matthew 6:33

“Let every detail in your lives
—words, actions, whatever—

be done in the name of 
the Master, Jesus, 

thanking God the Father 
every step of the way.”

– Colossians 3:17 (Message)

Vocation … even if called to sweep streets

Our Father in Heaven,
Holy is your name.

Your Kingdom come,

Your will be done,

On Earth as in Heaven.

Give us today our daily bread,

And forgive us our sins,

As we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For yours is the Kingdom,

The power and the glory,

Now and forever,

Amen.

§5

PREPARATION

forum post (M4-12)
pre-reading (QCIA)
show & tell
kingdom taster (photo)


