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Interaction: Praying the Papers, 
God @ Work + Reading Review

Imago Dei: Communal Identity

Imago Dei: Stewardship Task

Unpack  Embody  Pray
(creational intent + cultural idolatry                                            

+ healing action)

• Describe your vocation

• Where do you see creational intent?

• How has cultural idolatry
warped this vocation?

• What healing action
can you take as your                                                  
Kingdom mission?

Question

Challenge

Implication

Application

Living at the X-Roads

“Do Christians Care About the 
Environment?”

For the Beauty of the Earth

You Are What You Love (cf. DK)

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news


2

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth, Over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.

For the wonder of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale and tree and flower, Sun and moon and stars of light, Lord 
of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart’s and mind’s delight, For the mystic harmony, Linking 

sense to sound and sight, Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of 
grateful praise.

For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child, Friends on earth 
and friends above, For all gentle thoughts and mild, Lord of all, to thee 

we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.
For thy Church that evermore, Lifteth holy hands above,

Off’ring up on ev’ry shore,
Her pure sacrifice of love,

Lord of all, to thee we raise, This, our hymn of grateful praise.

Discovery Channel: I love the whole world

Let’s praise God for His Amazing Creation

Who is God, and what does this say about 
who I am/we are?

Work through a passage below for insight.

Genesis 1:1-3, 26-28

Proverbs 8:22-31

Genesis 18:1-2

Luke 3:21-22 + Matthew 28:18-20

John 14:9-26 (cf. Jn 1:1-18)

John 17:21-26; 20:21-22

Acts 2:1-4

Romans 8:18-30 

Ephesians 2:18; 1 Corinthians 15:28; 2 Peter 1:4

Revelation 4:8-11; 21:1-7

“I personally doubt that disastrous ecologic backlash can be avoided simply 
by applying to our problems more science and more technology. Our 

science and technology have grown out of Christian attitudes toward 
man's relation to nature, which are almost universally held not only by 

Christians and neo-Christians but also by those who fondly regard 
themselves as post-Christians. Despite Copernicus, all the cosmos rotates 
around our little globe. Despite Darwin, we are not, in our hearts, part of 

the natural process. We are superior to nature, contemptuous of it, willing 
to use it for our slightest whim. … To a Christian a tree can be no more than 

a physical fact. The whole concept of the sacred grove is alien to 
Christianity and to the ethos of the West. For nearly 2 millennia Christian 

missionaries have been chopping down sacred groves, which are 
idolatrous because they assume spirit in nature. What we do about 

ecology depends on our ideas of the man-nature relationship. More 
science and more technology are not going to get us out of the present 

ecologic crisis until we find a new religion, or rethink our old one.” 

(Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis”)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC1yLD7R0ZU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC1yLD7R0ZU
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/url/view.php?id=21306
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=7399
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GENESIS 1:26-28 (KJV):

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness: and let them have dominion רדה) radah) over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it כבש)
kabash): and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth. 

’

You have made humanity a little 
lower than the angels and 

crowned them with glory and 
honour. You made them rulers 
over the works of your hands;     

you put everything under 
their feet. (Psalm 8:5-6)

You have made humanity a little 
lower than the angels and 

crowned them with glory and 
honour. You made them rulers 
over the works of your hands;     

you put everything under 
their feet. (Psalm 8:5-6)

’

’

You have made humanity a little 
lower than the angels and 

crowned them with glory and 
honour. You made them rulers 
over the works of your hands;     

you put everything under 
their feet. (Psalm 8:5-6)

“Man is the priest of a cosmic sacrament,                                                                                     
receiving the world from God and offering it back to 

God in thankfulness.” 
—Alexander Schmemann, For the Life of the World

Activity 3.4 (p18)

GENESIS 1 & 2

GENESIS 9:1-17

PSALM 8

ROMANS 8:18-23

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfGMYdalClU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_HUdf89hI8
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Maki Horanai, “Tillers” (site here)

“Man is the priest of a cosmic sacrament,                                                                                     
receiving the world from God and offering it back to 

God in thankfulness.” 
—Alexander Schmemann, For the Life of the World

Activity 3.4 (p18)

GENESIS 1 & 2

GENESIS 9:1-17

PSALM 8

ROMANS 8:18-23

“We must proceed HUMBLY … treating creatures in our 
keeping as God treats us.” 

—Ecologist and Theologian, Loren Wilkinson

GENESIS 2:15 

“And the LORD God took the man, 
and put him into the garden of 

Eden to tend it (עבד ‘abad) and to 
keep it (שמר shamar).”

“Our authority to KABASH and RADAH is for the 
purpose of ABAD and SHAMAR.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdu10cX3pWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdu10cX3pWA
http://makihoranai.com/
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Atheism
Deism

Monism/Pantheism

Pan-en-theism?

Activity 3.5 (p21) Indigenous vs. 
Western Views of Us–Nature

“This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral 
tie between the land, or “mother nature”, and the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
who were born therefrom, remain attached 

thereto, and must one day return thither to be 
united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of 

the ownership of the soil, or better, of 
sovereignty. It has never been ceded or 

extinguished, and co-exists with the 
sovereignty of the Crown.

How could it be otherwise? That peoples 
possessed a land for sixty millennia and this 
sacred link disappears from world history in 

merely the last two hundred years?”

Interview with Reeda Close

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Pre-Reading + Moodle Forum

Qn | Challenge | Implication | Application

Praying the Papers

God @ Work

Illustration by Deb Mostert (2016)


