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Interaction: Praying the Papers, 
God @ Work + Reading Review

Redemption & the Church

Re-Imagining Church:                                      
Sign, Servant, Sacrament

Communion

Unpack  Embody  Pray
(creational intent + cultural idolatry                                            

+ healing action)

…

• Describe your vocation

• Where do you see creational intent?

• How has cultural idolatry
warped this vocation?

• What healing action
can you take as your                                                  
Kingdom mission?

Question

Challenge

Implication

Application

Living at the X-Roads

Middleton, “New Heaven, New Earth”

Frost, “Road to Missional”

Guder, “Missional Church”

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news
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Plant sequoias. Practice Resurrection. <See ppnt slides in notes & moodle>

A Metaphor:

Foolish?           
Pointless?       
Thankless?  

Or, 
Practicing 

Resurrection?

Watch how Rob Bell communicates the Resurrection to a post-
Christendom audience. Do you think this connects culturally for an 
Australian audience? Why/why not? And with the talk(s) you’ve just 
engaged above still in mind, how does Bell’s presentation stack up 

theologically? Where is it weakest and strongest? 
What would you want to add, or change? Why?

https://vimeo.com/10639312
https://vimeo.com/10639312
https://vimeo.com/10639312
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Imagine you were asked by a 13 year old in your youth group,

“What difference does Jesus dying on the cross make? 
How does this fix up a broken world?”

<<Remember, the “solution” must be sufficient to 
address the depth and dimensions of the “fall”>>

SO, (1) Each unpack one passage below. 
What does it contribute to answering the question above?

1 Cor 15:3-8 | 1 Cor 15:21-26 | 1 Cor 15:54-58 | Rom 8:19-25 | Rom 6:4 | 
2 Cor 5:17 | 1 Pet 1:3 | Jn 3:16-18 | Col 1:19-20 | Acts 17:30-31 |

Phil 2:5-11 | Jn 12:24 | Col 2:13-15 | Heb 2:14-15 | Other?

(2) Form groups of 3, composing a short answer you could share 
with this teen (3 sentences/70 words max.)

(3) Compare/Contrast as a class. What’s core in response?

(4) “As the Father sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:19-20). 
What does this mean for how we live at the cross-roads?

’

Acts 3:17-21  Ephesians 1:7-10  
Colossians 1:16-20  2 Peter 3:10-13

Romans 8:19-23

Read  (a) What is God’s action in salvation?                        
(b) What is the scope (or object) of God’s 

saving activity?

If the Church is a primary agent of God in the 
redemption of all things, what particular role 

this might imply for the church in the present?

Questions p20: Describe the Church, from 
both an insider’s and an outsider’s perspective. 

Why the difference?
Explain a Sculpture & Computer Using 4 Causes.

What is “Church” for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

What is “Church” for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

What four “causes” constitute Church?

MATERIAL: Who/what?

EFFICIENT: Who/how?

FINAL: Purpose/for whom/what?

FORMAL: shape/structure/practices …
what can’t you remove & still keep identity?

https://publicchristianity.org/library/life-and-faith-the-church
https://publicchristianity.org/library/life-and-faith-the-church
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What is “Church” for? What form suits its 
function, toward its God-given telos?

What four “causes” constitute Church?

MATERIAL: Who/what?

EFFICIENT: Who/how?

FINAL: Purpose/for whom/what?

FORMAL: shape/structure/practices …
what can’t you remove & still keep identity?

In Community, we’re called to:

Celebrate our triune God, worshipping through all we 
are and do, both on Sunday and across the week.

Cultivate the life of Christ in his members, reflecting 
his righteousness-justice in our everyday lives.

Care for one another, showing compassion to fellow 
believers and diverse neighbours 

toward holistic flourishing.

Communicate the gospel of the kingdom, through our 
words and deeds, calling all to align with God’s reign.

Questions p23: How does your local Church function as a 
SIGN, SERVANT, and SACRAMENT 

of the Kingdom of God … 
re-presenting the reign of God  in Word and Deed?

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone 

was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to 
give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 

enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.

How might “Church” be re-imagined 
to better serve its divine purpose?

How might it reach particular groups of people?

How might 
“Church” be re-

imagined 
to better serve 

its divine 
purpose?

How might it 
reach 

particular 
groups of 
people?

“I want to eat Jesus bread. ... I can’t wait until I can eat Jesus 
bread and drink Jesus juice. People who love Jesus are the 
ones who eat Jesus bread. . . . Jesus’ skin and meat turned 

into bread and Jesus’ blood and guts turned into juice—that’s 
Jesus’ bread and Jesus’ juice, and I want to eat it and drink 
with all the other Christians at church ’cause I love him so”

- Judy, a mentally challenged adult

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmwM-zMR3zI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmwM-zMR3zI
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Interview with Anthea Ng   

(Special Needs Educator)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pre-Reading + Moodle Forum

Qn | Challenge | Implication | Application

Prayer the Papers

God @ Work 


