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Introduction
Letds talk about a great story.

|l tds t he sntaonr,y loifvian gy oiunn go b eerubornintyga who di s
great destiny

He suddenly finslhimself part of a bigyorld and a big adventu#ithin it hefinds a
wise, older guide, as vealltwocompaniongOne femal@ brilliantand justic@riented;
the other malé a little rough arounde¢hedges, birave and loyal

He faces challenges that threaten to destroy him, and battles an evil enemy with whom
he seems to share a strange connection. Ultimately, though, he overcomes evil with
good, embracing the path of saltrifice for others.

ltdéds this story.
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ltds also this story.

At its core, the shared stamthem
bothis this:Evil threatens the world,
and the chosen one must fight to
overcome evil with good, with the
help of friendship and wisdom.

|re| evangelise

Same story. Different setting. So the way you move that story forward will be different.

Will there be ligtsabers andwings, or wands and broomsticks?
Death star or deathly hallows? It all depends on the setting of your story.

So what does that mean for us?

Every oneof you here today are part
of anotheyvery differengreat story.
The great story. Ttstory of God at
work in the world, theissio dei

For God so loved the world... 1t 6s a story t hat has
for millenniaandsothe settingn

which generations beforeplayed their paris different to the settingday

Soweshoulch @xpect to move the stdigrward in exactly the same ways
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Understandingour contexwill m&e all the differenage how youwcanplaya part inan

amazing next chapter of the story.
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Power~ Mutuality

One of the areas in which change
is affecting the context of our
story ispower.

The shape of the global church has
changed dramatically in the last 100
years.

At the beginning of the 2@entury,
the Global Northrepresented here

in the blue shades by North America
and Europemade up 80% of the
global church.

A centunylater, it makes up around a
third, with the majority made up by
the Global South, seen here in green
shadesThe most common mother
tongue language in the Global
Church today is Spanish.

Youodl | see t
anot her shif
history.

However, the situation we now have
is still very unbalancedterms of
power
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The Global Church Today Her e 0 Bhe Mmhf@h j.n the
global north has one third of the
people and two thirds of the
resource.

Global North

When it comes to the power of
growth, numbers and community
transformation, the Global South is
increasingly dominant. Butew it
comes to finance and influence, the
Global North still holds a disproportionate amount of power.

Global South

And so as th@swho operate from
that position oystemipower, |
Changes in Power B MUTUALITY suggeshattheway to move the
story forwad is to pursuélutuality,
both globally and nationally.

Mutuality in this context simply
means thisto cultivate equal and
interdependent relationshigtlveen
those who apparently hold more

power and those who apparently hold less.

And this, of coursepplies equalhere in Australia.

Ask yourselveéwh o has power, and who doesndt ?
In your church? Your community? Your workplace?

Which voices areasily heard, and which areé?not

Who holds the power over the resources, the strategy and the conversations?

Has poweshifted along with demograpf?ics

And how can be a part of making room farore equal conversatson

andrelationshig?

People feelelcome where they feel heard. And we want everyone to feel welcome in
the community of faith.

Mutuality wil!/ help us move the story

for w.



Authority~ Collaborative

Another big picture change is in
the area of authority

Authority

One of the ways we see authority
function in the global church is
through denominational structures.

So |l etds |l ook at whatds changed there.

Hereds the breakdown o
church by affiliation at the start of

o the 20" century.

protestants | '
evangeiicals | 1=+
Angiicans [N &=

A tiny sliver of

Pentecostal/Charismatics and

Independents, 6% Anglican, 15%

Evanglicals, roughly 20% for both

all other Protestants and for

Othodox, and around half Catholic.

Youdl I notice these add up to more than 10
categories.

Independents . %

Pentecostal/Charismatic | 0.10%

Now look at our current setting.

A |l ot of itdés roughly
thereds a noticeable d
‘ Orthodox, partly because of what

played out across Eastern Europe

with the rise and fall of

Communism, as well as unrest in

the Middle East.

Orthodox
Protestants
Evangelicals
Anglicans H *
Independents 2%

Pentecostal/Charismatic  [21%%

But there are two wetarge growth
jumpsd Independents, and
Pentecostal/Charnsatics. Two

Catholics

orinocox [ — - groups where denominational

: B authority is typically lessened or
Evangelicals h % 15 removed.
Independents _vm ThlS allgnS Wlth broader gIObal

Pentecostal/Charismatic

trendsaway from trust in traditional
authority structuresiccelerated by
thedemocratization of

communicatiorenabled by digitabnnectivity



Social entrepreneur Matt Valler frames it as a move away from a paradigm of authority,
towards a paradigm of participation.

And this is a great opportunitygarticipate with God imoving thestory forward!

Global church researchers a few years ago said they had found that Christians had
announced,870 different global plans to share the message of Jesus with the world.

| 8 m tpgaoaton alimb here
and suggest that therailtbhave
been a ib more collaboratio

Changes in Authority ® COLLABORATION

Intody 6 s s etgoingiog, weodr e
move the story forward best by

leveraginghe power of

collaboration. Traditional authority

structures are less and less relevant

in peopleds | ives, and
huge potentldor collaboration that is broader and more effective than ever before.

Red Frogs is a great local example of exactlydbigy leaders from every kind of
church background coming together each year to serve and safeguard a generation
during Schoolieseek.

Thereds a great phyrbdaesnet rseopnmeeonnset rcaaanhet YUOp. wi t

| tappdied to the growing trend of starting your own church outside of denominational
authority structures, but | think it speaks to a broader trend of a geradtatigou

here today, who are edn, passionate, ssthrtersThink about all the examples of
entrepreneurship in your own life and cir¢leste is tremendous potential for impact

from a generation that i sn theircaliagiintoi ng for g
action.
But hereds the thing. I f ever yYythededsdaal

whole lot of ineffective duplication and wasted resources.

But imagine putting together that entrepreneurial spirit with the pao#alodration
supercharged lmnprecedented connectivity.

Thatds an exciting next chapter of the sto

How can you use collaboration acrosstragitional networks to move forward the
story of Goddés mission i naltomeuntydr | d, in Au



Diversity~B ridge-building

The third and final area of
change affecting the way the
story moves forward is diversity.

Diversity

Our communities, and
communities around the world, are
shifting.

We oOincreasingly diverdeeligiously and ethnically.
We oOincreasingly polarized, especially in regards to politics.

An d \wneré@asirgly insular.
Online, this looks like red feeds vs

blue feeds. ®fl i ne, 1 tds the
thatof the twothirds of thewo r | d 6 s
Global Rest of global popul ation who arendt
chutes i 1 viction global church, dyabout 14%

know some anyorveho is.

14%.

Increasing diversity in the world has to move us to becomeliidiges.

That is the only way we can move this story forwardWeetlan onlyshr e Godds | ove
with people wedre connected to.

And we connect by being the ones to build the bridge.

We should be the most interested in other perspectives, whether religious, political or
cultural. We should be the most gracious, the most hospithbfessculturally
intelligentWe should be quick to listen, and slow to speak.

” This is particularly important for us
- as Australians, in one of the most
culturally and linguisticatliverse
countries in the worlekhere 1 in 4
pemle were born oversgand 1 in
2 have at least one parent born
overseas.

1 in 4 -born I'in 2 - parent born

overseas overseas




The resul t of di ver sit
division Christians should like
wall breakers and bridpeilders.

Changes in Diversity B BRIDGE-BUILDING

That will help movéhe story
forward in our context

Conclusion

Today, each obyface a changed setting for an unchanging story. How can mutuality,
collaboration and bridgdpeilding help you write a truly wedbangingext chapter?

Mutuality Collaboration Bridge-Building
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20 minute small group discussion, working from your own
experience and stories to see, judge, and act
more faithfully in response to this issue for the
(re)evangelisation of Australia:
SEE: What's going on and why¢
JUDGE: What should be going on?
ACT: How will I/we respond?
2 minute personal silent reflection to plan
for more fruthful action in your local context
3 minute prayer in pairs/small groups
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\" Malyon Traverse

What are the BIS ISSUES facing the

(re)evangelisation of Australia in the next 10 years?




