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~Hyperlinks to the Questions~
“Caught Out” … Kicking off the discussion (p. 3) ☼
(1) Isn’t Christianity disqualified by all the hypocrites in church? (p. 4) ☼
(2) How can we know an invisible God exists? (p. 8) ☼
(3) How can a good God allow suffering? (p. 11) ☼
(4) Hasn’t science made the Bible unbelievable? (p. 16) ☼
(5) How can only one religion be true? (p. 21) ☼
(6) Christianity is a crutch—I’m good enough without God. (p. 25) ☼
(7) Christianity is outdated and irrelevant. (p. 27) ☼
(8) How can I believe the Bible is God’s Word? (p. 30) ☼
(9) What about unanswered prayer? (p. 35) ☼
(10)
Christianity restricts my freedom. (p. 40) ☼

~Preface~
Tough questions always come when least expected. They put you on the spot. They make you
sweat over your intellectual, ethical, and emotional responses to pressing problems that you
know are important—wars, poverty, humanity’s origin, God’s existence, globalization, climate
change, other religions, eternal destiny—just you planned to think out a well reasoned
response over a smooth latté when spare time presented. Sadly, the time never came, and so
here you are again, unsure and uncomfortable.
Maybe I’m speaking for you. I’m certainly speaking for myself! As a Christian apologist—that
is, one defending and commending the Christian faith as plausible—I’ve often found myself
sweating it over a tough question or three coming from left-field, usually while in front of a
senior high class, all the while trying to point people to Jesus.
It’s out of these experiences that this talk was put together. When hit with a really difficult
question, what could you say? Whether you’ve got too much to say and don’t know where to
start, or you have nothing to say and want to run and hide—and even if you aren’t a Christian
and just want to make sense of what life is really about—then these small group discussion
notes are for you.
A group of us set about finding the biggest sticking points to believing in Christianity and
following Jesus, as held by average Aussies outside the church. After 600 surveys and nearly
50 interviews, we came up with the top 10 questions and objections. From there, each member
of the Logos team took on two questions, aiming for a quick response of around three minutes.
1

Why three minutes? Because we live in a fast-paced and noisy culture, where people are long
on options but short on attention span. Nobody likes to be lectured to, so we’ve opted for a
quick answer. The real gain, though, is for you to take our monologues, personalize them, and
use them to start an ongoing dialogue with anyone open to search out questions of origins,
meaning, morality, and destiny.
On the 23rd August, the Logos team presented just five of our responses, each followed by
some remarks from various members of the panel. What you have here, though, is a small
group discussion guide to take you through all ten questions. You can download the video clips
of each response from the Logos web-site (http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/2009/08/caught-out/,
linked to www.kbc.org.au), or just request a DVD with all ten clips and we can get that to you.
From there, have a skim through these notes and use them to make your own small group
sessions. You could cover all ten questions over a couple of weeks, or even do one question a
week, working on your own responses, so you’re ready to give a reason for the hope within,
next time you’re asked (1 Peter 3:15). You might even want to do your own survey of friends
and family to find their barriers to belief, and come up with your own answers.
Given that it can be tricky to word your own responses, we’ve included our answers below.
For each question, here’s a good way to go:
(1) Share the question with the group, and get each person’s initial response. What would you say if
put on the spot?
(2) Watch the associated clip once or twice, to get a feel for how we approached it.
(3) From our response, what made best sense to you? What made the least sense? Was anything
missing? How would you respond differently? What questions could you ask to move from a
monologue to a dialogue?
(4) From there, you might like to work through the extra questions and notes we’ve included below
the answer we typed out.
(5) The last challenge is to write out and/or practice giving your own response. You might even like
to video these responses, and post them to you-tube. Remember, the key qualities of a good
answer are four: first, a good answer is consistent—it doesn’t contradict itself; second, a good
answer is complete—it explains what we know of the universe, and what we know of ourselves;
third, a good answer corresponds—that is, it connects to the real world and can be tested; fourth,
a good answer is livable—you can put it into practice and it brings greater clarity and freedom.
It should be relevant to whoever you’re talking with.
(6) Close each session with prayer that God would draw your friends and family toward Him, and
that you would be loving, bold, and clear in pointing people to Jesus.
(7) If you’re a real keener, track down the extra reading and grow towards a deeper understanding
of these complicated issues. Probably the best overall book addressing a range of objections
and attractively commending Christ is Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of
Skepticism. This book is ideal for giving away to friends and family who don’t know Christ. My
second recommendation would be Lee Strobel, The Case for Faith. For quick answers to a huge
range of questions, check out Ravi Zacharias and Norman Geisler, Who Made God? And Answers
to 100 Other Tough Questions of Faith.1

Okay, that’s enough prefacing from me! Have fun. And God bless as you continue pointing
people to Jesus, “the true light who enlightens everyone” (John 1:9).

—Dave Benson
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Another excellent read covering a range of questions is Dinesh D’Souza, What’s So Great About Christianity?
(Washington, DC: Regnery Publishing, 2007). See also Norman Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith
to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2004). For the best overview of the strengths and weaknesses of various
worldviews, see James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door, 4th ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004).
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“Caught Out” … Kicking off the discussion
☼ Read together 1 Peter 3:15-16, Colossians 4:5-6, and 2 Corinthians 10:5.
8 Share a time you’ve been “caught out” by a tough question, while talking with a friend about
what you believe. How confident are you to talk about your beliefs with another, and respond
to their objections?
8 What are some keys you’ve found to moving from a monologue which turns the other person
off, to a real dialogue with give and take, while discussing issues of origins, meaning, morality,
and destiny?
8 Talk about ultimate beliefs is almost taboo in Australian culture. Any tips for getting this
kind of a dialogue going in the first place?
8 All of these issues we’ve discussed are complex and personal, with little agreement held by
any two belief systems. Is it arrogant and intolerant to even attempt an answer? How does our
admission of limitations and bias reframe the discussion? In giving an answer, what are you
hoping to achieve?
8 What makes for a good answer? How do you know—or can you know—if it is true?
8 Augustine once said, “I believe in order to understand.” Where else in life, besides
“religious knowing,” do we need to trust before we can truly know? What role, then, do reason
and evidence play in our search for satisfying answers?
8 “Knowing” goes beyond our minds—it involves our will and emotions too.” How should this
affect the what and how of dialoguing about our beliefs?
8 What are your biggest sticking points to more fully believing Christianity and following
Jesus? If they’re not addressed in these notes, maybe you could take the time as a group in
future weeks to come up with some responses.
8 Do you need to have all the answers to justify trusting in Jesus? What other kinds of
“reasons” warrant your faith, even when you don’t have solid logic or evidence?
8 Read Jesus dialoguing with some who stood against Him, in Luke 20:20-26. What role can
good questions play, rather than always looking to have “the answer”?
8 Read Luke 12:11-12, 21:12-15, John 6:44, and Acts 6:8-10. What role does prayer and
reliance on the Holy Spirit play in dialogue?
8 Do you need all the answers to effectively point people to Jesus? What matters more?
☼ Before you get into the particular questions below, spend some time seeking God’s heart for
those who don’t know Him, and pray that God would draw those friends and family with whom
you want to share, that they might have open hearts to respond (John 6:44). Pray also that God’s
Spirit may gift you like Stephen, “full of grace and power . . . they could not withstand the wisdom
and the Spirit with which he was speaking” (Acts 6:8, 10).
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(1) Hypocrisy
“Why should I consider Christianity when Christians are such hypocrites?”2
“It is undeniably true that many Christian today lack any of the qualities that make Jesus
so attractive and winsome. As a criminal lawyer employed as a prosecutor, I was asked last
month to prosecute a Christian youth worker accused of sexual crimes with a young girl. It is a
very sad thing. As a student of history I am painfully aware of the mistakes the church has
made. Mistakes like the Crusades, or the Inquisitions.
It is impossible to excuse this. All that can be done is to admit that these things are
terrible tragedies and they in no way reflect the beauty of Christianity and the wonderful
teachings of its founder, Jesus Christ. The best thing to say is simply sorry. Jesus himself
condemned hypocrisy and that means it is something that we should strive to change in our
lives and within the Church.
It is important to understand, though, that the church can never be free of this problem.
When Jesus lived in ancient Israel, even though his life was morally exemplary and dedicated
to helping others, he was criticized for spending time with tax collectors, prostitutes and
‘sinners’. His response was to say ‘It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but those
who are sick.’
The Church is a place for all people who want to know God. Christianity is for the person
trying to kick a drug addiction or save their marriage from the effects of gambling. Jesus ate
with the outcasts and he touched the untouchables. This is his church; its doors are wide open
to any person who wants to come in. Christians will fail because like everyone we make
mistakes. Sometimes big mistakes. The only way to truly stamp out all hypocrisy from within
a church is if only perfect people were allowed to join. I think we can all appreciate that would
be a membership of zero.
I take great comfort, though, in knowing that what makes Christianity unique amongst
other world-views is it is a religion of grace. When you have done something wrong, and you
are truly sorry and wish to change, you can ask to be forgiven and know that you will be not
only forgiven but pardoned.
The other side of this coin too is that much can be said in affirmation of Christians and
the church. If hypocrites within the church provide a reason not to believe, is the opposite
true? Do the shining examples of Christian lives wonderfully lived provide a more compelling
reason to believe?
When Mother Teresa was being buried in Calcutta, I do not think it was an accident that
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, and people from all over the world—including the atheist
president of Albania—stood their silently. It was the recognition that hers had been a life
beautifully lived and dedicated to the ultimate and most meaningful of all values: love.
In respect of Church history too, there are many scholars—including non-Christian
academics—who argue persuasively that the good the Church has done humankind far outweighs the mistakes it has made. All the hospitals, homeless shelters, schools, rehabilitation
programs, selfless feeding of the hungry, clothing of the poor, encouraging the sick, and the
many lives that have been transformed show the while the Church does make mistakes, it also
does wonderful good. To throw the baby out with the bath water is no solution.”
—Brendan White
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This troubling issue was perhaps best summarized by the Hindu and Indian revolutionary Mahatma Gandhi who
famously said, “I like your Christ, [but] I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”
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Some brief responses …
“We should keep in mind that unfortunately there are hypocrites in all areas of life. Many
police are jailed for corruption, many sporting icons take drugs, and of course countless
politicians have been exposed. In fact, I think if we are truly honest with ourselves, at times we
all fail to live up to what we profess. But we don’t reject the authority of the justice system, the
pleasure of sports entertainment, or the need for a governing body, just because there are
hypocrites in these areas. We don’t dismiss all areas of life where hypocrites are involved.
Instead, we weigh up the validity and truth of each area and acknowledge the failing of the
individual rather than the entire entity to which that individual belongs.
I also think it’s important to note that numerous times Jesus mentions that his biggest
issue with the religious institutions of his day was their hypocrisy. So if you feel that there are
hypocrites in religion, Jesus totally agrees with you and in fact devoted much of his time to
strongly speaking against it.”
—Dave White
“In some ways, talking about hypocrisy is a bit of a red herring. Truth is what matters. How do
the actions of some who call themselves Christian change whether or not Christianity is true?
It doesn’t.”
—Craig Sargent

Discussion questions and activities …
☼ Outside of your small group meeting, read through the additional notes below the following
questions. Make note of what is most, and least, convincing as support for the Bible being God’s
Word. Then, as a group, work through the questions below.
8 Have you ever been in a situation—like the Donald Miller Blue like Jazz story below—where
the hypocrisy of Christians was commented on? Why is Christian hypocrisy so repugnant?
8 What do you feel is the best way to respond when people raise the hypocrisy of Christians or
the mistakes the church has made?
8 Are all Christians hypocrites? Are there more hypocrites in the Church than outside? If so,
why? What makes for a hypocrite? And is it better to aim high and fall short, or set no or low
standards and succeed every time?
8 Is it possible for Jesus’ followers to aim for moral perfection (Matthews 5:48), yet never
condemn those who fall short or hold different standards? How did Jesus keep the tension?
8 What is the process by which the Christian is made holy (i.e., sanctification)? What is the
role of the Holy Spirit in this process? What is our role? And what disciplines might help us
enter into God’s rhythms of grace?
8 What resources are there in the Bible to self-correct our hypocrisy?
8 “The more serious a Christian is about their beliefs, the better it is for everyone.”
Agree or disagree? Explain.
8 Has the world been better off because of Christianity? Why or why not? Share examples.
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8 What does God most desire in the lives of His followers? (Cf. Isaiah 58; Hosea 6:6; Micah
6:6-8; Matthew 9:13; 12:7; Luke 4:18-19.) What changes would it take in your life for God’s
heart to be obvious to those outside the church?
Additional Notes: Do Christian profess what they don’t possess?3
A few years ago I received an e-mail from a man living in south London which said (in part), “I
choose not to believe in the incredible hotchpotch of superstition which is Christianity… which is all
the more understandable if you come from Northern Ireland, a place where religion has been the
excuse for appalling barbarity.”
This man, like so many others with whom I have spoken over the years, claims to have rejected
Christianity because of what he perceives to be blatant hypocrisy on the part of Christians, historically
and presently—people who “profess what they don't possess”—who are phony, empty, and hollow to
the core.
Response 1:
"Hey, I would never be a Christian. I mean, look at all the hypocrites in the Church!"
“Well, we'd be glad to move over—there's always room for one more. And furthermore, if
you ever find the perfect church, please don't join it. You'd spoil it.”
Does that response strike you as a being a bit too smart-alecky? Perhaps so, but before you totally
discount it, consider the point that is being made. Is this not a case of the pot calling the kettle black?
Are not four fingers pointing back at you as you point at the Church? Are you not a bit like the father
who once screamed at his teenage son: “Kid, if I've told you once, I've told you a million times—don't
exaggerate!”
Response 2:
“You're right. There is far too much hypocrisy in the Church. And there always has been.
But it's certainly not being condoned.”
An honest admission here may hopefully clear the air enough to make it evident that there are many
men of integrity in the Church boldly crying out against hypocrisy today. Ravi Zacharias is one key
evangelical church leader who has said, “The Bible's condemnation of hypocrites is clear. The Bible
also clearly pledges that God will judge hypocrites (Matthew 24:51). God is more angered by
hypocrisy than we can ever be.”
Addressing 10,000 itinerant preachers and evangelists in Amsterdam in the summer of 2000, Dr.
Zacharias then went on to challenge his listeners with these words: “Why is it that a community that
talks so much about supernatural transformation shows so little of that transformation? We will have
to be men and women who embody the message that we are preaching, whose lives are faithful to
the claims we are making.”
Response 3:
“Since when do you allow hypocrisy to determine your affiliation and participation?”
We've all heard of medical quacks—but have you you stopped going to the doctor? There have been
news reports of hamburger contaminated with E. coli—but have you stopped eating Big Macs?
Jonathan Pollard and Benedict Arnold were phony, hypocritical Americans—but are you planning to
leave the country?

3

These notes are from http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/hypocrisy.html.
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And where would you go anyway? With what faith would you ever align yourself? Certainly there are
also hypocritical Hindus, Muslims, and Buddhists. Even atheists. Like the fella who once participated
in a formal debate with a minister. The atheist clearly out-debated the clergyman, but the minister
was declared the winner because at the end of the debate, in a sudden flush of victory, the unbeliever
shouted out: “Thank God I'm an atheist!”
Response 4:
“You're right—the Church is not perfect. But Christ is. Fasten your eyes on Him.”
Cliff Knechtle in his book Give Me an Answer (1986, IVP) writes: "We all either try to hide our bad
sides or we try to make them look good. But deep inside we all know that we fall short of living the
way we know we should. No one can escape the charge of “hypocrite”—no one except Jesus Himself.
He is the only One who has lived up to God's standards; the only One who has perfectly lived what He
preached. Only through…Christ can we escape the penalty due our hypocrisy… By living within the
security of Christ's love, we are free to peel off masks and to become real, honest people."
Ruth Bell Graham, wife of international evangelist Billy Graham, shares the true account of a young
college student from India by the name of Pashi who once told her, "I would like to believe in Christ.
We of India would like to believe in Christ. But we have never seen a Christian who was like Christ."
Ruth Graham says that when she consulted Dr. Akbar Haqq about what might be the best response to
Pashi's challenge, Haqq answered decisively, "That is quite simple. I would tell Pashi, 'I am not
offering you Christians. I am offering you Christ.'"
Something a little out there for the more daring: In his book Blue Like Jazz, Donald Miller tells a
story of how he and a few Christian friends built a “confessional booth” on their college campus on
the biggest (immoral) party night of the year. As people would stroll by, they would begin to talk to
them, and instead of encouraging the “sinners” and “party-ers” to confess their sins, the Christians
would confess their own failings and apologize to them for the actions of the church over history and
even in current events. It was an interesting and powerful twist, and they made a few friends that
night.

Recommended reading …
Kimball, Dan. They Like Jesus but Not the Church: Insights from Emerging Generations. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007.
Kinnaman, David, and Gabe Lyons. Unchristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About
Christianity—and Why It Matters. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007.
Merchant, Dan. Lord Save Us from Your Followers: Why Is the Gospel of Love Dividing America?
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2008.
Stark, Rodney. For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts,
and the End of Slavery. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003.
Stark, Rodney. Cities of God: The Real Story of How Christianity Became an Urban Movement and
Conquered Rome. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2006.
Yancey, Philip. Soul Survivor: How My Faith Survived the Church. New York: Doubleday, 2001.
Yancey, Philip. The Jesus I Never Knew : Why No One Who Meets Him Ever Stays the Same.
London: HarperCollins, 2000.
Yancey, Philip. What’s So Amazing About Grace? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002.
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(2) God
“You cannot prove that God is really there or true, because the only things we can
know are material things, the things we can touch or see.”
“It’s interesting that you think that we cannot know anything unless we can touch or see
it, because it seems that the things we value most are things we can’t touch or see. Things like
love, justice, and purpose. Most people I know confidently believe these things exist.
But what about God? How can we be confident that God exists even if we can’t touch or
see him? Well, God can be known in at least three different ways. First, through his creation,
where we live in a universe where dozens of finely tuned physical constants have been set up
in perfect combination to allow life. For instance, the ratio of the electromagnetic force to
gravity cannot vary by more than 1 part in 10 to the 40 without life becoming impossible.
That’s like a single person winning 6 Gold Lotto’s in a row, and that is only one of the dozens of
finely tuned constants. Even the fact that the universe exists at all, as opposed to nothing,
points to something eternal, powerful, and intelligent which caused it. Second, we can know
God’s existence through God reaching down to us and speaking to humankind through the
claims of the Biblical authors. These claims are backed up by incredibly advanced medical
knowledge and hundreds of specific prophecies which have all been clearly fulfilled, which is
only explainable by an intelligent source which is outside of time. Third, we can know that God
exists because of Jesus, who claimed he was God in the flesh and backed it up with his life, his
miracles, and his resurrection which was witnessed by a multitude of people including sceptics,
most of whom were willing to die for their claim that they had seen the resurrected Jesus.
Ultimately, though, the Bible challenges all of us to test out its claims about God—if we
seek God and live as if his commands are true, then His truth and reality will become clear.”
—Craig Sargent

Some brief responses …
I think morality is another angle on God’s existence. Most people talk and act as if some things
really are right, and other things really are wrong. We believe there’s a real difference
between protecting and gassing Jews in the Holocaust, between love and rape. And it goes
beyond personal preference or cultural norms—choosing between nurturing and torturing a
baby is not a matter of taste, like ice-cream flavours. The Crusades, the Inquisitions, and
Apartheid—were they morally neutral, killing people for their beliefs or racial identity? Yet
unless an objective standard sits above us all, objective moral values do not exist. Now, we
might disagree over the details of what those objective standards are, but the fact that we all
appeal to objective morals, I believe, points towards God’s existence.
—Dave Benson
“I think Craig and David have raised some excellent arguments for showing God’s existence but
if you were to ask me why I believe in God, I would point not only to these arguments, but even
more fundamentally to the experiential reality of God in my own life. This isn't really an
argument for God's existence; rather it's the claim that you can know God exists wholly apart
from arguments simply by immediately experiencing Him. This was the way people in the Bible
knew God. It’s the same way I know my wife loves me. I don’t need an argument to prove it; I
experience it every day. (Especially around dinner time!) If you're sincerely seeking God, then
God will make His existence evident to you. The Bible promises, ‘Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you’ (James 4. 8).”
—Brendan White
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Discussion questions and activities …
8 Do you believe God exists? Why, or why not?
8 In your mind, what factors most strongly argue for, or against, God’s existence?
8 Can, and should, one even attempt to prove God’s existence? Why or Why not?
8 What do you see as the relationship between faith and reason?
8 Why is it that what seems reasonable evidentially to one person may be seen as

unreasonable to another? What does this say about the nature of “belief” itself? How should
this affect the way Christians view and use apologetics?
8 How is it possible to know God’s existence for yourself, yet be unable to show God’s

existence to another? Do you agree that there can be an assurance for believers of truth, yet
not for sceptics? If so, how is this possible?
8 Share your story of journeying towards God, and how both your head (mind) and your heart

(through experiencing God) have come together in revealing God’s existence to you personally.
“I could not see the wind yet I saw where it was passing,
Saw where it had been as the boughs bent low.
Saw where it played, as the autumn leaves were dancing,
And knew the joy of Autumn, as the wind passed by my way.
~
I could not see love, yet saw the sweetness of its coming,
Saw its gracious touch where it rested on its way;
Drank in its fragrance left behind at its departing,
And knew that Love and Beauty had touched my life that day.
~
I could not see the Spirit, as it came with its indwelling,
Yet I knew when it had entered into my thirsty soul;
And with its cleaning, healing power, and its fragrance of forgiveness,
I knew that it had come to stay with me, and make me whole.”
(Nell Hodgson)

8 Following James 4:8, if you so desire, spend some time asking God to reveal Himself.

Commit to taking on God’s challenge, positioning yourself to experience Him through obedient
living and whole-hearted seeking (Matthew 5:8).
“How then do we come to believe in a world of the spirit? Is it by blind faith? Not at all. The inner
reality of the spiritual world is available to all who are willing to search for it. Often I have discovered
that those who so freely debunk the spiritual world have never taken ten minutes to investigate
whether or not such a world really exists. Let me suggest we take an experiential attitude towards
spiritual realities. Like any other scientific endeavour, we form an hypothesis and experiment with it
to see if it is true or not. If our first experiment fails, we do not despair or label the whole business
fraudulent. We re-examine our procedure, perhaps adjust our hypothesis, and try again. We should
at least have the honesty to persevere in this work to the same degree we would in any field of
science. The fact that so many are unwilling to do so betrays not their intelligence but their
prejudice.” (Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline)
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Recommended reading …
Craig, William Lane, and Walter Sinnott-Armstrong. God? A Debate between a Christian and an
Atheist. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.
Gonzalez, Guillermo, and Jay Wesley Richards. The Privileged Planet: How Our Place in the
Cosmos Is Designed for Discovery. Washington, DC: Regnery Publications, 2004.
Payne, J. Barton. Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1980.
Plantinga, Alvin. Warranted Christian Belief. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
Schaeffer, Francis A. The God Who Is There: Speaking Historic Christianity into the Twentieth
Century. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998 [1968].
The God Delusion Debate: Richard Dawkins vs. John Lennox. DVD, 112 minutes. A Fixed Point
Foundation Film, Produced by Larry Taunton, 2007.
Yancey, Philip. Rumors of Another World: What on Earth are We Missing. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2003.
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(3) Suffering
“If God is good and powerful, why is the world so bad?”
I won’t believe in a God who allows suffering.
Maybe God exists. Maybe not. But if he does, he can’t be trusted.”
“This challenge gets to the heart of all our lives. We’ve all been touched by tragedy. Car
crashes, family breakdown, bankruptcy, sickness, death. In the face of all this suffering, there’s
something deep within that knows ‘This is not the way the world is supposed to be. But how
do we explain this?
Suffering poses a problem for everyone. Take two examples. In Hinduism, your
suffering is bad karma working its way out in the present reincarnation—it’s justice. And in
Atheism, humanity only exists because we outlasted the opposition—only the strongest
deserve to survive. In most belief systems, suffering is the way the world is supposed to be. It
may not be our preference, but on what basis can we judge it as ‘wrong’ or ‘evil,’ or say we
should help the hurting? The fact that we all believe some things to be evil, and suffering to be
bad, suggests that there must be some ultimate standard of good and evil. And to speak of an
ultimate standard is to speak of God. If anything, suffering is evidence for God.
Now, it’s easy to say that God should have made a world without suffering. But what
would it take? I suffered a broken neck back in 1998. I could blame God for it, but ultimately
the pain came from my poor choices plus natural laws like gravity.
God could step in every time and re-arrange the universe for a soft landing, but then
would we really be free? Without freedom, there can be no love. And love is the greatest thing
of all. God has geared this life so you can accept or reject His love. But He won’t force His love
on anyone. A world without suffering is a world of mindless, loveless robots.
God made us to love him, love each other, and lovingly care for this world. Instead,
we’ve each despised God, abused each other, and vandalized our planet. In a world designed
for relationship, our choices affect others. Good and evil run through every heart, and the
blood of the world is on every hand. Blaming God for this is to miss our personal responsibility.
Christianity makes sense of why your suffering is not the way it’s supposed to be. We’re
in a good world gone bad. But to speak of ‘God-and-suffering’ is to miss the heart of our story,
for God entered the story to set things right. The problem looks radically different when we
speak of ‘God-in-Jesus-and-suffering.’
Did Jesus sit idly by and watch our pain? He healed the sick, set captives free, and
comforted those grieving. In my experience, He’s still doing this today. When we’re in pain,
smart answers don’t help. We need a wounded healer to stay by our side. As I was paralyzed, I
pictured Jesus immobilized on a cross. I’d sinned. He hadn’t. He picked up the tab for all our
sin that causes so much suffering. He is the God with scars. So God suffers too. He enters into
this mystery. Even more, He defeats death and grounds my hope that one day He will resurrect
the whole cosmos and us with it to a world without suffering—no more tears, no more
brokenness, just a loving embrace. In this God I can trust. That’s how I make sense of
suffering.”
—Dave Benson
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Some brief responses …
“It may be cold-comfort to someone who experiences ongoing suffering, like depression, but
there can be redemptive-value from suffering. We may grow closer to Jesus through our
suffering and through the suffering of our loved ones. In the words of C.S. Lewis, God may use
suffering as a megaphone for him to get through to us. Certainly, my family and I have suffered
but fortunately our Lord used this suffering to teach us lessons about ourselves and life that
we probably couldn’t have learned any other way. Of course this is invariably cold-comfort
when people are suffering and we should not give them trite little homilies about how their
suffering will be good for them! But the fact remains that suffering can, and often, has
redemptive value.
—Steve Barker
“When I look at all the suffering in the world, and I wonder if God could really bring good out of
it all, I remember that God has already brought the greatest good out of the greatest suffering
when Jesus died upon the cross. And if God can do something so amazingly good out of such an
evil act, then surely he can do so with the suffering we see today.”
—Craig Sargent

Discussion questions and activities …
8 The question of suffering isn’t just a logical conundrum—“how can God be all-good, allknowing, and all-powerful, and yet evil exist?” It’s personal. Share a time you came face to
face with evil and suffering. Keep this in mind as you discuss this topic, so we don’t settle for
cheap answers that ignore the reality of all our pain.
8 Do evil and suffering amount to evidence against the Christian God? How?
8 In what way do evil and suffering actually provide evidence for the Christian God?
8 How well do other belief systems—Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Pantheism, Animism,
Agnosticism, Atheism—answer the problem of evil and suffering? On what points are they
strong, and where do their answers fall down?
8 What would it take to make a world without evil and suffering? Is it better than this world?
Why, or why not?
8 Is the “free will” explanation of evil and suffering sufficient to explain what we see and
experience? How does the epic story of the Bible make sense of suffering?
“If God’s up there, what’s going on? Can’t he make a suffering-free world? I guess so, but I’m not
sure if we’d be in it. Let me explain. Use your imagination to picture an elephant. Paint it yellow
with purple dots. Now, picture its face on a large circular coin. Last challenge: In your mind make
the coin a square circle. Have trouble? We can imagine lots of things, but not a contradiction. A kid
once asked me if Jesus could heat a burrito so hot that even he couldn’t eat it! God can do all things;
but nonsense is not a thing. God, who’s good, created us in love, hoping we’d return it. Love requires
free will, yet it’s the misuse of choice at the core of most suffering.4 It’s like blaming hairdressers for
some people having long, unkempt hair. Without choosing to enter the salon, ‘mullets’ remain!
Rape, not love, is forced affection’s title. . . .
4

As Peter Kreeft observes, “Creating a world where there’s free will and no possibility of sin is a selfcontradiction – and that opens the door to people choosing evil over God, with suffering being the result.” Strobel,
The Case for Faith, 52.
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While hiking in Canada I saw a grizzly. Now imagine he was caught in a trap, but a loving ranger
wanted to liberate him. He tries to calm the bear, but in pain it retaliates. Sedatives are shot into
the bear, and its last vision of the ‘enemy’ is watching him force its paw further into the trap. He
doesn’t know this releases the clamp. He doesn’t understand. Yet, is the ranger good? I got
thinking, how could I ever expect to see the whole picture clearly? Suffering is unavoidable.
I must decide: Can I trust God?”

8 Why does God allow suffering? How far do the following four reasons go in explaining the
kind of suffering you have seen?
i. SUFFERING ALERTS US
• Suffering alerts us to our fallen condition (something's wrong with the world; with God's
creatures, and ultimately with us), and points to our need for His help.
ii. SUFFERING DIRECTS US
• Suffering directs us toward or away from God, depending on how we respond ... two people
can have the same suffering, and one will turn to God and praise Him for changing their
approach to life, finding meaning despite the pain, while others will blame Him and become
hardened (2 Chronicles 28:22) - His Spirit makes the difference. Pain directs us to look
beyond the immediate and drives us to the big questions (Job 33:28-30). It creates a healthy
dependence on God (2 Corinthians 1:8-9; 12:9-10).
iii. SUFFERING SHAPES US
• Suffering shapes us to become like Christ, if we turn to God and allow His Holy Spirit to work
in our lives (Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2-4). The great people of faith (Hebrews 11, esp. vs.
35-40) inspire us, because they faced adversity with courage and trust in God. God desires
for us to experience ultimate joy and happiness, which will only happen if we forego some
short-term, Earth bound comforts as He shapes our character and souls, so that our
enjoyment and experience of God in eternity will be so much greater (Romans 8:18; Psalm
37:4; 34:8). Even Jesus, knowing how great the eventual joy would be, scorned the shame
and endured the pain of the cross (Hebrews 12:2). We rejoice not in our trials, but in what it
is producing in us – the fruit of the Spirit, Christ-likeness (1 Timothy 4:8; 1 Peter 4:12-13).
iv. SUFFERING UNITES US
• Suffering unites us as we see our need of other believers (1 Corinthians 12 – sharing together
in all things), and helps us to meet the needs of others as we allow Christ to live through us (2
Corinthians 1:3-4). We each have a vital role to play in expressing Christ’s love in a hurting
world (Romans 12:15; Galatians 6:2).
“No one likes to suffer, but is all suffering worthless? Just because suffering appears pointless to me,
does that mean it is pointless? Think of a parent allowing their child to be stabbed with a needle for
immunization. The child can’t understand, but yet good can come through the pain. When someone
can’t feel any pain, we don’t call this “good” … we call it “leprosy.” Suffering and pain serves a
function in this world. Surely an all knowing God may have reasons for allowing suffering that bring
greater good, that are presently beyond our understanding. Through suffering God alerts us to what
matters most, he shapes our character, and he unites us through the pain. Suffering acts as God’s
megaphone to wake up a deaf world.”

8 How have you seen God bring good out of suffering and evil? Does it always work this way?
If not, does this make God incompetent or evil—a poor manager of His own universe?
“As we complain about God allowing suffering, it’s easy to forget that out of the greatest evil and
injustice, the greatest good came. Jesus, God in the flesh, had committed no wrong, and He was
killed on our behalf. Yet out of this, God brought about forgiveness and freedom available to anyone
willing to receive his gift. This isn’t just a one-off, either. In Genesis 50:20 Joseph remembers his
tragic life of abuse by his brothers, then decades of imprisonment. Yet after it all he says that what
they meant for evil, God meant for good, so that literally millions of people would survive the famine
in Egypt under his wise rule. What if this isn’t just an outlier, but the pattern? If Nelson Mandela was
never imprisoned, would apartheid have been dismantled? If Martin Luther King wasn’t assassinated,
would his dream of racial equality have become a reality? I wonder, then, how we can ever fairly
judge that there is too much suffering, when perhaps at least some suffering is necessary for the
good we take for granted.”
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☼ The following poem, “Jesus of the Scars,” was written by a Japanese Christian, Edward
Shillito, immediately after Hiroshima was bombed at the end of World War II. Hundreds of
thousands of his people died, and many more millions were left with horrendous injuries and
radioactive poisoning. Have someone in your group read it out loud, before discussing the next
question:
If we have never sought, we seek Thee now;
Thine eyes burn through the dark, our only stars;
We must have sight of thorn-pricks on Thy brow;
We must have Thee, O Jesus of the Scars.
The heavens frighten us; they are too calm;
In all the universe we have no place.
Our wounds are hurting us; where is the balm?
Lord Jesus, by Thy Scars we claim Thy grace.
If when the doors are shut, Thou drawest near,
Only reveal those hands, that side of Thine;
We know today what wounds are; have no fear;
Show us Thy Scars; we know the countersign.
The other gods were strong, but Thou wast weak;
They rode, but Thou didst stumble to a throne;
But to our wounds only God’s wounds can speak,
And not a god has wounds, but Thou alone.

8 “To speak of ‘God-and-suffering’ is to miss the heart of our story, for God entered the story
to set things right. The problem looks radically different when we speak of ‘God-in-Jesus-andsuffering.’” What difference does it make that God suffered too—that He can identify with our
temptations, trials, and struggles (Hebrews 4:15)? If you’re unsure, you may also find it helpful
to read out loud Psalm 22, which Jesus quoted while hanging on the cross. (Cf. Isa. 53; 63:9.)
“God is not only the God of the sufferers but the God who suffers. The pain and fallenness of
humanity have entered into his heart. Through the prism of my tears I have seen a suffering God. …
And great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the God who suffers with us did not
strike some mighty blow of power but sent his beloved son to suffer like us, through his suffering to
redeem us from suffering and evil. Instead of explaining our suffering God shares it.
But I never saw it. Though I confessed that the man of sorrows was God himself, I never saw the
God of sorrows. Though I confessed the man bleeding on the cross was the redeeming God, I never
saw God himself on the cross, blood from sword and thorn and nail dripping healing into the world’s
wounds.
What does this mean for life, that God suffers? I’m only beginning to learn. When we think of God
the Creator, then we naturally see the rich and powerful of the earth as his closest image. But when
we hold steady before us the sight of God the Redeemer redeeming from sin and suffering by
suffering, then perhaps we must look elsewhere for earth’s closest icon. Where? Perhaps to the face
of that woman with soup tin in hand and bloated child at side. Perhaps that is why Jesus said that
inasmuch as we show love to such a one, we show love to him.”
(Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son, [Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987], pp. 81-82)

8 Have you experienced Jesus’ healing touch in the midst of your pain? He has sent all His
followers out as “wounded healers” to comfort and help up a hurting world (2 Corinthians 1:34). How have you seen this in practice?
8 “Justice delayed is not justice denied.” What difference does it make to the problem of evil
and suffering, to recognize that one day God will judge all evil and set things straight?
(See Acts 17:30-31.)
14

8 What difference do the resurrection hope and a suffering-free eternity make to this
discussion? (See Romans 8:18-25; 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 54-58; Revelation 21:3-5.)
“To the ‘why’ of suffering we get no firm answer. Of course some suffering is easily seen to be the
result of our sin: war, assault, poverty amidst plenty, the hurtful world. And maybe some is
chastisement [discipline for growth]. But not all. The meaning of the remainder is not told us. It
eludes us. Our net of meaning is too small. There’s more to our suffering than our guilt.”
(Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son, p. 74)

8 Ultimately, like for Job, God doesn’t tell us the exact cause of our particular experience of
suffering. In the absence of answers, how may we yet find faith, hope, and love?
“Faith is a footbridge that you don’t know will hold you up over the chasm until you’re forced to walk
out onto it. I’m standing there now, over the chasm. I inspect the bridge. Am I deluded in believing
that in God the question shouted out by the wounds of the world has its answer? Am I deluded in
believing that someday I will know the answer? Am I deluded in believing that once I know the
answer, I will see that love has conquered? I cannot dispel the sense of conducting my inspection in
the presence of the Creating/Resurrecting One.”
(Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son, pp. 76-77)

Recommended reading …
Benson, David M., ed. “How Can God and Suffering Co-Exist?: Perspectives.” Brisbane, Australia: Spirit
& Truth Publications, 2003. (http://www.mediafire.com/?ndiuymzm5t1.)
Guinness, Os. Unspeakable: Facing Up to Evil in an Age of Genocide and Terror. San Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2005.
Kreeft, Peter. Making Sense out of Suffering. Ann Arbor, MI: Servant, 1986.
Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. London: Fontana Books, 1957.
Plantinga, Alvin. God, Freedom, and Evil, 12th ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006.
Plantinga, Cornelius, Jr. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1995.
Stackhouse, John G. Can God Be Trusted? Faith and the Challenge of Evil. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1998.
Van Inwagen, Peter, ed. Christian Faith and the Problem of Evil. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2004.
Yancey, Philip. Disappointment With God: Three Questions No-one Asks Aloud. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1988.
Yancey, Philip. Where is God when It Hurts? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1977.
Zacharias, Ravi. Cries of the Heart: Bringing God Near When He Feels so Far. Nashville, TN: Word, 1998.
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(4) Science
“Hasn’t science proved that the Bible is wrong?”
“No! It hasn’t. . . . To address this question I’d like to talk about 4 things.
1) First, I want to talk about what I call the conflict myth. Our culture and society has many
myths; one of the more dangerous myths is that there is conflict between the study of
nature (i.e. science) and the bible. So people think that you cannot be a Christian and a
scientist. Some people think that science and the bible are incompatible. This is not true.
Indeed, there are many Christians in science. For example, the most influential and
esteemed biologists at present, Francis Collins, is a keen evangelical Christian.
2) Science, the study of nature, the study of the heavens and the earth, grew out of
Christianity. The reformation in particular led to people asking how and why questions
about nature, just as the protestant reformation led to people asking how and why
questions about God and the bible. Science is simply the study of nature, the study of
God’s creation.
3) What about Genesis 1 and 2? Uncertainly about Genesis 1 and 2, the creation accounts,
is usually the basis for people’s impression that science and the bible are mutually
exclusive. But they are not. Genesis 1 and 2 focus on three important things. None of
these three things conflict with science. First, that God created the ‘heavens and the
earth,’ i.e., nature. Second, that He did this because he is good. And third, that humankind
rebelled against God and thus sinned and broke the perfect relationship between God
and Adam and Eve. Science can tell us about how God created the heavens and the
earth, indeed how God continues to create. Genesis 1 and 2 tells us why and who
created the heavens and earth, whilst science explains how God’s creation works.
Knowing the mechanism doesn’t dispel the agency behind creation.
4) ‘The Heavens declare the glory of the Lord’ (Psalm 19) I can’t believe that I am paid to
study the works of his hand! I am paid to study creation and thus I get glimpses of what
God is like. Science is cool because we can learn much about the nature of God by
studying his creation. God reveals himself to humankind in 3 ways:
(i) through nature, “the work of his hands,” . . . of course we can learn a lot about the
Creator by studying his creation; (ii) through the Bible; and (iii) by His Holy Spirit,
particularly when we are reading the bible and when we are studying nature.”
—Steve Barker (Geneticist and Associate Professor of 20 years at University of Queensland)
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Some brief responses …
“Over the last 50 or so years in philosophical circles, most have come to recognize that
scientific knowing and religious knowing are more similar than different. As humans, we’re all
limited and biased, so our thinking alone can’t guarantee or prove that any given truth claim is
correct. All knowing is built on trust, and unless we trust, we can’t live. We trust that our
senses tell us something true about what is really real, and we trust the authority of people
who claim to know something that we don’t or can’t know for ourselves. So we start with some
assumptions, and work from there. Take historical science surrounding our origins, for
instance. Some say science has shown that we evolved through a totally unguided process
over the last 15 billion years. But the only way we can scientifically claim this is if we make a
couple of assumptions. First, you have to assume that God didn’t do it—that’s naturalism. And
second, you have to assume that natural processes in the past happen the same as they do in
the present, otherwise you can’t connect today’s measurements to yesteryear’s events. If some
scientists assume God didn’t do it then that is a faith claim, and so the conflict is primarily over
assumptions, not evidence. Both scientific and religious explanations have much to offer in our
search for truth and meaning.”
—Craig Sargent
“I want to pick up on your second point. Why is it that science grew best when planted in
Christian soil? For instance, why didn’t Buddhism or Atheism lead to science? I think it’s
because the Bible has the necessary nutrients. For science to work, you need a real and
ordered universe where our thoughts and measurements connect to reality. In pantheism, the
universe is God, so matter is to be revered, not dissected. In Buddhism, the universe is an
illusion, so meditation, not measurement, is the priority. In Atheism, all is random and
meaningless, and our minds are geared for survival, not truth. If there’s no Designer, why
should I trust my senses or search for repeatable laws? In contrast, the Bible reveals an
intelligent Law Giver who commands us to fruitfully tend His garden planet. It’s for this reason
that most strands of science began with discoveries made by committed Christians. For them,
studying God’s creation was an act of obedience and worship.”
—Dave Benson

Discussion questions and activities …
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. And God saw everything that he had
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
(Genesis 1:1, 31)
[God asked Job] "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have
understanding.” (Job 38:4)
Scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They will say,
"Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation." For they deliberately overlook this fact,
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by
the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water
and perished. (2 Peter 3:3-6)
The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." (Psalm 14:1)

8 What is your own view in response to the claim that science has proved that the Bible is
wrong—or that science has made Christianity unbelievable?
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8 What conflicts do you see between science and the Bible? Are these reconcilable?
8 Are scientific laws and miracles compatible? Are evolution and the Bible compatible?
Why or Why not?
“In my own case, the virgin birth was a stumbling block to my coming to faith—I simply could not
believe such a thing. But when I reflected on the fact that God had created the entire universe, it
occurred to me that it would not be too difficult for Him to make a woman become pregnant. Once
the non-Christian understands who God is, then the problem of miracles should cease to be a problem
for Him.”
(William Lane Craig)
“If we admit God, must we admit miracles? Indeed, indeed, you have no security against it. That is
the bargain. Theology says to you in effect, ‘Admit God and with Him the risk of a few miracles, and I
in return will ratify your faith in uniformity as regards the overwhelming majority of events.’”
(C. S. Lewis)

8 If the conflict between science and the Bible is largely a myth, why is it so prevalent?
8 Do you know of any esteemed and credentialed scientists who follow Jesus?5
8 What is science, and why has it been so successful? What are the limits of science?
Philip Yancey, Rumours of Another World (pp. 18-19)
“Søren Kierkegaard told a parable about a rich man riding in a lighted carriage driven by a
peasant who sat behind the horse in the cold and dark outside. Precisely because he sat near the
artificial light inside, the rich man missed the panorama of stars outside, a view gloriously manifest to
the peasant. In modern times, it seems, as science casts more light on the created world, its shadows
further obscure the invisible world beyond.
I am no Luddite who opposes technological change. . . . I gratefully enjoy the benefits of the
reducers' approach to technology and science.
Yet I also see dangers in our modern point of view. For one thing, reductionism, the spirit of
our age, has the unfortunate effect of, well, reducing things. Science offers a map of the world,
something like a topographical map, with colors marking the vegetation zones and squiggly lines
tracing the contours of cliffs and hills. When I hike the mountains of Colorado, I rely on such
topographical maps. Yet no map of two dimensions, or even three dimensions, can give the full
picture. And none can possibly capture the experience of the hike: thin mountain air, a carpet of
wildflowers, a ptarmigan's nest, rivulets of frothy water, a triumphant lunch at the summit. Encounter
trumps reduction.
More importantly, the reducers' approach allows no place for an invisible world. It takes for
granted that the world of matter is the sum total of existence. We can measure and photograph and
catalog it; we can use nuclear accelerators to break it down into its smallest particles. Looking at the
parts, we judge them the whole of reality.
Of course, an invisible God cannot be examined or tested. Most definitely, God cannot be
quantified or reduced. As a result, many people in societies advanced in technology go about their
daily lives assuming God does not exist. They stop short at the world that can be reduced and
analyzed, their ears sealed against rumors of another world. As Tolstoy said, materialists mistake
what limits life for life itself.”

8 Why did science only arise and flourish within Christianity?6
5

See, for instance, http://creation.com/creation-scientists.

6

Consider, for instance, this partial list of the fathers of modern science who were also committed Christians
trusting the Bible: Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564) “Father of modern anatomy"; Galileo Galilei (1564-1642)
"Father of modern astronomy"; William Harvey (1578-1630) "Father of modern medicine"; Robert Boyle (16271691) "Father of modern chemistry"; Antony van Leeuwenhoek (1632-1723) "Father of microbiology"; Isaac
Newton (1642-1727) "Father of modern mechanistic physics" (and, with Leibnitz, of calculus).
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8 “Whether God created all that is, or not, is irrelevant.” Agree or disagree? Why?
8 What should be the relationship between faith and science? What is your ultimate authority
in matters spiritual and physical? Why?
8 “Genesis 1 and 2 tell us why and who created the heavens and earth, whereas science can
tell us about the how of God’s creation. Knowing the mechanism doesn’t dispel the agency
behind creation.” Agree or disagree? How do you reconcile the discrepancy between what the
Bible seems to say, and modern naturalistic accounts of the universe’s (and life’s) origin?
8 As it concerns our origins (historical science), what kind of assumptions allow us to bridge
from today’s observations to infer yesteryear’s events? How solid are these assumptions, and
are they compatible with the nature and actions of God as revealed in the Bible? How should
this affect the way we understand both science and the Bible?
“It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us to accept a material
explanation of the phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our a priori
adherence to material causes to create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that
produce material explanations, no matter how counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the
uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, for we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door. The
eminent Kant scholar Lewis Beck used to say that anyone who could believe in God could believe in
anything. To appeal to an omnipotent deity is to allow that at any moment the regularities of nature
may be ruptured, that miracles may happen.”
(Richard Lewontin, New York Review, 1997)
“Has it come to that? Does the whole vast structure of modern naturalism depend not on positive
evidence but simply on an a priori metaphysical prejudice? Was it devised not to get in facts but to
keep out God?”
(C. S. Lewis, “The Weight of Glory”)

8 In what ways do the heavens declare the glory of the Lord (Psalm 19)?
8 How may science point us towards God’s existence and the Bible’s trustworthiness? Have
you ever found your study of the natural world inspire worship of God?

Recommended reading …7
Atkinson, David John. The Message of Genesis 1-11: The Dawn of Creation. Leicester: InterVarsity Press,
1990.
Behe, Michael J. Darwin's Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution. New York: Free Press, 1996.
Benson, David M. “New Wineskins: Toward a Nuanced Engagement of Science by Evangelicals.”
Brisbane, Australia: Spirit & Truth Publications, 2009. (http://www.mediafire.com/?y5nmylojmmn.)
Chalmers, Alan F. What Is This Thing Called Science? Maidenhead: Open Univ. Pr, 2006.
Collins, Francis S. The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief. New York: Free Press,
2006.

7

Note that a range of views concerning interpretation of Genesis, and also regarding the scientific factuality or
otherwise of evolution, are represented within these readings. KBC does not have an official doctrinal position on
this issue. We do, however, subscribe to the primacy, inspiration, and authority of Scripture, both as it speaks to
issues of salvation, and space-time history.
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(5) Pluralism
“So much damage has been done by religions arrogantly claiming that they have
the truth. There can’t just be one true religion, only one way. How can you make that
sort of claim when all roads could lead to God?”
“Hey I can totally understand some of your misgivings. The fact that religions are
exclusive certainly can mean that tensions rise around the world … and for Christianity’s part in
adding fuel to the fire and persecuting people from other belief systems I want to apologize,
honestly, because when I read through the Bible I don’t see Jesus pushing people away. I see
him welcoming them to him. But on the flip side for a second, whilst the idea that all religions
are true may seem really tolerant and a way forward, it’s actually pretty intolerant itself.
A lot of people these days tend to see all religions as different paths to God, as if God is
like a massive elephant with blind men grabbing different parts of it—one grabbing the trunk
and claiming ‘God is like a big snake,’ another grabbing a leg and saying ‘God is like a tree,’ and
another grabbing the tail and claiming ‘God is like a rope.’ All of them are grabbing onto the
same God, but each of them can only see a part of it, right? But to claim something like that, it
means you have to be in a unique position to see the whole picture—a picture you claim the
majority of people throughout history have been blind to. Even more than that, every religion
is exclusive because they have a fundamentally different picture of God and the way to be
justified before Him, so to say that all paths lead to the same God is actually saying that in the
essential way they understand themselves, they are all wrong. You have to reframe their
beliefs to fit your model. To tell someone they have misunderstood their own God and religion
is pretty intolerant. What’s to say that they aren’t grasping at different elephants or different
objects all together?
But the real question comes down to, “Who is this God that you believe in?” Because
perhaps the biggest problem with the whole elephant analogy is that you’re assuming we are
trying to grasp God, rather than the other way around. What if the elephant speaks? In the
question of who God is, our own preferences don’t determine reality. Doesn’t God have a say?
Of all the major world religions, only three actually claim that God has definitively spoken—
Islam, Judaism and Christianity—and of these three, only one has the audacity to claim that
God entered human history as Jesus Christ. And this man, who all history and other religions
hold up as the greatest moral exemplar, made the very exclusive claim, ‘I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father [God] except through me.’ Whilst all religions
may have some things which are good, true, and beautiful within them, they are all
fundamentally contradictory. And since there is no visible way they can all fit together, and
since God may have spoken in history to tell us who He is and the way to Him, perhaps we
should test each claim to see which one fits best with reality. And in my search, in looking
through history at the person of Jesus, his teachings about our need for forgiveness and
freedom from sin, with the miracles he performed to heal the sick and broken hearted, and with
his resurrection from the dead showing he was sent from God, I think the exclusive claims of
Christianity are a good place to start.”
—Dan Paterson
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A brief response …
“One of the issues raised by Dan’s question tonight is that people often wonder how God might
send all these millions of people of different religious beliefs to hell even if they have never
heard of Jesus. First, God does not send people to hell; people choose it by rejecting God. The
Bible teaches that God desires all people to be saved and Jesus died a brutal and humiliating
death so any person who wants to can be forgiven and spend eternity with God. Second, God is
able to reach all people, even if a missionary or Christian can’t. I have heard many stories of
people from remote areas, or Muslims who have had dreams of visions of Jesus, who have
become Christians through supernatural encounters. But we all have nature and our
conscience to draw us to God and to hold us accountable for our wrong doing. Third, God gives
sufficient grace to every person to respond if they so choose. God is eminently fair and
incomparably loving and He wants everyone to come to know Him and be saved.”
—Brendan White

Discussion questions and activities …
8 What are some of the ways our culture supports the idea that “all roads lead to God?” How
have you had that idea explained to you different ways?
Popular analogies:
Blind Men and Elephant – World religions are like blind men grasping at an elephant.
Each one thinks God is different because they are holding a different part of Him (ear,
trunk, tusk, tail, leg), but if they were able to see they are all grasping the same
elephant then they would realize that all of them are right.
People Climbing Mountain – World religions are like several people climbing a
mountain but from different sides. Some are hiking up through rainforest, some are
climbing steep and treacherous rock faces, and some are higher up than others and have
a better view of what lies at the top—but they are all climbing the same mountain to the
same peak.

8 What is religious pluralism?
Religious pluralism is the belief system that all religions are people’s attempt to grasp at
the same divine reality. Religions are all fundamentally the same and superficially
different, and as such all are ultimately true and lead to God.

8 How would you respond to someone who holds this view? What are some of the things
you can commend about it, and some things you can challenge about it?
Commend:
Religious pluralism can be commended on two fronts. First, it seeks to promote an equality
of persons regardless of religion or culture, rightly recognizing that there are some things
which are good, true and beautiful in each. Second, it encourages us to be
epistemologically humble enough to question whether it is possible or not for any religion
to see the whole picture. (n.b. Epistemology is the study of how we know what we know.)
Challenge:
Amidst the good things in religious pluralism there are five main challenges that should be
addressed:
1) Religious pluralism elevates the idea of tolerance over the idea of truth (if someone
was about to walk in front of a bus but they didn’t “believe” it would hurt them, should
we respect their perception of the world and let them die just to avoid the danger of
offending their view?).
2) Ironically, religious pluralism is actually incredibly intolerant. To make the claim that all
religions lead to God is to say that in the story of the blind men and the elephant, the
story teller (the religious pluralist) is the only one that isn’t blind, and as such can see
the whole picture that the majority of humans throughout history have been blind to.
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3) Again religious pluralism is quite intolerant because to say that all religions lead to God
is to deny the exclusive claims about God and the universe that lie at the heart of
every religion. To tell someone that in the essential way they have understood their
own religion that they are wrong, and to reframe their beliefs to fit your model, that is
actually incredibly intolerant.
4) Do all paths really lead to God? Did Hitler with his genocidal path make it? Is there no
cosmic justice? What about atheists who overtly reject God? If religious pluralists are
blind like the rest of us, what is to say that we aren’t grabbing different elephants or
climbing different mountains? Ultimately who is the God that all religions supposedly
lead to? To recognize any qualities of God naturally rules out contradictory qualities.
5) Religious pluralism assumes that religions are “blind men” trying to grasp a distant
God, rather than a loving God reaching down and revealing himself to humanity. But in
the question of who is God, doesn’t God have a say? What happens if the elephant
speaks? What makes the pluralist so sure God can’t speak?

8 Of the world’s major belief systems, which ones make the claim that God has
definitively spoken in history to reveal himself?
Of the world’s major belief systems only three claim that God has definitively spoken
through revelation (creation, conscience, prophets, dreams, visions, miracles)—Islam,
Judaism and Christianity—and of these three only one makes the outrageous claim that
God himself became a man in Jesus Christ. Christianity is a good place to start the search!

8 If we can’t see how religions can fit together, and if they are fundamentally different,
shouldn’t we test the claims of each to see which one corresponds best to our reality
(history, reason, experience, longings)? How can you test them?
Criteria for truth:
1) Consistency – is it internally consistent as a worldview? Are the Bible and our
understanding of the nature of, and path to, God coherent?
2) Completeness – do the teaching of the Bible and Jesus make sense of everything
(origins, meaning, suffering, destiny, and other religions)?
3) Correspondence – do the teachings of the Bible correspond to our reality? Are its
claims historically verifiable? Does God make sense of our scientific and existential
discoveries? Does the Bible’s teaching explain well the heart of the human dilemma?
4) Livability – can you live it out and find it brings greater fulfillment and freedom?

8 What other struggles may keep someone from accepting the idea that there can only
be one true religion? What can you do to allay some of those fears?
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(6) Unnecessary
“Why should I follow Jesus? I lead a good life, I am kind to people and try to be
good. I don't need God in my life. I am doing fine the way I am.”
“You know, we so often tend to whitewash our own failings. C.S. Lewis commented on this
when he said, ‘When a man is getting better he understands more and more clearly the evil that
is still left in him. When a man is getting worse, he understands his own badness less and less,’
and it seems to me to be the case.
Just listen to the famous Chicago gangster, Al Capone. He thought he was a good but
misunderstood man. He said ‘I have spent the best years of my life giving people the lighter
pleasures, helping them have a good time, and all I get is abuse, the existence of a hunted man.’
Compare that to Gandhi, who, near the end of his life said, ‘It is an unbroken torture to
me that I am still so far from Him whom I know governs every breath of my life and whose
offspring I am. I know it is because of the evil passions within me that keep me so far from Him;
yet I can't get away from them.’8
And that leads into an important point. I’m not talking about Christianity as some sort of
add on to make your life better, or to make you nicer to your mum. The claims of Christianity
aren’t about being strong or weak. They are about saying that there is a God who is there, who
created us, loves us, and wants a relationship with us. Will that affect how a Christian lives?
For sure. But that is secondary to the relationship that is at the heart of Christianity.
But, since you raise it, do you really think you are a good person. Really? I know that for
me personally, as I look back on my life, I’ve done all manner of evil to others, putting my own
needs and desires above the good of other people. And worse, I know that many bad things I
wanted to do, I didn’t do, not because I was good, but because I didn’t want the consequences. I
may not be Al Capone, but I am not even Gandhi, let alone perfect. So, for me, no, I don’t think I
am a good person. How about you?
When I look at my life, I’ve lied, I’ve lusted, I’ve stolen and I have failed to love God and
others with all I am. If God judges me by these standards, I am not looking good. I need a
Saviour. And that is what Jesus did—he paid for my wrongs, and set me free.”
—Craig Sargent

8

Interestingly, Gandhi spoke freely about the influence of Jesus Christ on his own life: "Jesus occupies in my
heart the place of one of the greatest teachers who have had a considerable influence on my life. I shall say to the
Hindus that your life will be incomplete unless you reverentially study the teachings of Jesus. . . . Make this world
the kingdom of God and his righteousness and everything will be added unto you. I tell you that if you will
understand, appreciate, and act up to the spirit of this passage, you won't need to know what place Jesus or any
other teacher occupies in your heart." Gandhi’s approach of courageous non-resistance to oppressors traces back
to Christ’s teaching and model, as seen in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). See Robert Ellsberg, Gandhi on
Christianity (Orbis Books, 1991).
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Discussion questions and activities …
8 Have you ever had anyone try and tell you that they were “good enough” without God?

How did you respond?
8 Do you agree with C.S. Lewis’ statement that “When a man is getting better he understands

more and more clearly the evil that is still left in him. When a man is getting worse, he
understands his own badness less and less”? Why or why not?
8 Is being a “good person” central to being a Christian? Discuss.
8 Why do you think some people believe they are ‘good enough’? What do you think they

really mean when they say that? That is, what do they think they are “good enough” for?
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(7) Irrelevant
“Christianity is outdated and irrelevant.”
“Yes, in Europe in particular there is this idea that religion was just a phase in the
cultural development of Homo sapiens, humankind. And thus Christianity is outdated.
I base my judgments on evidence, however. And there is no evidence for the idea that
‘Christianity is outdated and irrelevant.’ Indeed, today we face the same issues and problems
that confronted the Hebrews, the same issues that confronted the New Testament church, and
indeed the same issues that have confronted the Christian church over the last two thousand or
so years.
The Bible—the backbone of Christianity—tells us how to deal with the human heart
which, of course, is the heart of the human problem, the human condition. Alas, the human
heart is the same today as it was thousands of years ago! And so I would argue that Christianity
is neither outdated nor irrelevant.
The Bible is particularly helpful with the most common and greatest of all sins: pride.
Most if not all sin is a sin of pride. We may think we know better than God: that’s pride and
arrogance. We may think we are better than other people around us: that’s pride and arrogance.
We seek to compete with our fellow human beings, to keep them out of the in-group and to
keep us in the in-group: that’s pride and arrogance. When we make our own gods and idols:
that’s pride and arrogance. We turn our back on God’s grace through Jesus: that’s pride and
arrogance, too.
I could go on. My personal prayer is “Lord show me more of my pride and arrogance, and
then change me. Please, before I do more damage!”
—Steve Barker

A brief response …
“By ‘outdated and irrelevant,’ many people have the Church’s restrictive practices and
Christianity’s moral code in mind. This relates to the question of freedom, which I address later
on in these notes. Granted, some of the Church’s practices find little Biblical backing—like
refusing to allow Priests to marry. Other practices, such as restricting women in leadership,
arguably don’t fit the kind of liberty Christ afforded His own disciples.9 But there remain
certain behaviours that the Bible clearly teaches are outside of God’s will and are harmful.
Think of this another way. If God’s kingdom is perfect, and our world is not, then surely the
Bible will both commend and challenge some things in each and every culture. What makes us
so sure that abortion, or homosexual unions, or sex outside of marriage, are essentially ‘good’
practices? The vast majority of past and present societies and belief systems—including Islam,
Hinduism, and Buddhism—have seen these practices as harmful. Furthermore, most
sociological analysis reveals that living within the moral form God has provided brings better
health and happiness. Could it be that in our hard-headed pursuit of freedom from all that
constrains, it is our culture that is outdated and irrelevant to the way the universe truly is, the
way we work best? This is at least worth considering.”
—Dave Benson

9

Remember that Mary Magdalene was taught by Jesus, as were the other disciples, and in being the first witness
of Christ’s resurrection became the apostle to the apostles. One of the earliest catacomb paintings of the Lord’s
Supper depicts a woman presiding over the table. This is an ongoing debate, but whatever stance a church takes,
in Christ there is no longer “Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female—we are all one in Christ” (Galatians 3:28).
27

Discussion questions and activities …
8 What is it about Christianity (and the Bible in particular) that is so “outdated and irrelevant”?
8 For each of these “outdated” aspects, can a case be made for their current relevance?
8 As Christians, we believe that God has progressively revealed Himself across Biblical history,
and also that the principles of God’s Kingdom may be “incarnated” or embodied in any and
every culture, often in quite unique ways. How should this factor into our understanding of the
relevancy of Christianity?
8 What is negotiable, and what is not negotiable, for how Christians live their lives and engage
their culture. For instance, consider the way we dress, what we eat and drink, the places we go,
with whom we sleep, what we watch, and how we treat our bodies. What should faith affect?
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17).
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31).
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him (Colossians 3:17).

8 What is God’s main concern? Is it with outward appearance and rules? If not, then what?
8 In what ways do we face the same problems as humanity has for millennia? Are we dealing
with these problems any better?
8 Do we still need a Saviour? Why?
8 Would you say we are a “proud” people? How does this reveal itself? What about you,
personally?
8 From your own experience, what makes Jesus so relevant today? How would you answer the
objection that “Christianity is outdated and irrelevant”?
8 Given that many in our culture consider Christianity to be outdated and irrelevant, what
would it take to change these attitudes? Commit this in prayer to God, and seek to be an agent
of change in practical ways from here on in.

28

Recommended reading …
Bell, Rob, and Don Golden. Jesus Wants to Save Christians: A Manifesto for the Church in Exile. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008.
Claiborne, Shane, and Chris Haw. Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2008.
Choung, James. True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2008.
Jones, E. Stanley. The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1972.
Wright, N. T. Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2006.
Wright, N. T. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church. New
York: HarperOne, 2008.

29

(8) Bible
“How can I believe the Bible is God’s Word?”
“Let me share with you the six top reasons I have find most convincing. First, the Bible
claims to be God’s word which is a useful start. Second, the Bible as a piece of literature is
totally unique in so many ways. It is a compilation of 66 books, by over 40 different authors,
written over fifteen hundred years in three different languages. Despite this the Bible shows
an astonishing unity in presenting one message of God’s attempt to restore humankind. As if
this wasn’t enough, it is unique in being by far the best selling piece of literature in human
history and has been translated into more languages than any other written work and has
survived more attempts to ban, destroy, or intellectually undermine its existence. For these
reasons, it undeniably unique, and that is to be expected if it is of divine origin.
Third, the Bible contains remarkable evidence of fulfilled prophecy.10 Hundreds of
Bible prophecies have been fulfilled, specifically and meticulously, often long after the
prophetic writer had passed away. The existence and history of Israel is an amazing example.
Most striking are the fulfilled prophecies of the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
In the Old Testament there are approximately sixty major messianic prophecies and 270
ramifications that were fulfilled in one person, Jesus of Nazareth.
Fourth, if the Bible is God’s Word, it should be true in what it teaches. Where the Bible
speaks to what happened in history that is something that can be verified as true. When it
speaks to an issue relating to science we find something observable. Because the Bible details
historical events, its truthfulness and accuracy are subject to verification like any other
historical document. Through both archaeological evidences and other writings, the historical
accounts of the Bible have been proven time and time again to be accurate and true. In fact, all
the archaeological and manuscript evidence supporting the Bible makes it the best
documented book from the ancient world. This is even more amazing when you consider that
the Bible contains advanced scientific and medical knowledge that was breathtakingly ahead
of the ancient world it was written in. All through the first five books of the Bible, God provided
the Israelites with wise and beneficial laws to protect health. Other scientific examples include
how the bible alludes to a suspended and spherical earth, to the vast number of stars, and to
subterranean ocean currents.
Fifth, the Bible contains amongst other things, a great deal of teaching about how a
person may best live. Stealing is said to be wrong and giving is said to be good. If the Bible is
God’s Word then these teachings must be true. So people can test the truth of the Scriptures by
applying its teaching to their lives. So when the Bible teaches that it is better to give than to
receive, that’s something we can practically do, to decide for ourselves if the teaching is
transformative. It is precisely because of this that the Bible remains one of the most important
documents in the history of civilization. The Bible has transformed numerous cultures such as
by the abolition of slavery in western society and the ending of cannibalism in the Pacific. The
Bible also beneficially changes the lives of individuals. I’m sure we can all recall stories and
testimonies of people who were criminals, drunks, prostitutes, or just down and out, who turn
to the Bible and find their whole life renovated.
On a person level I find it quite satisfying that the Bible has both verities and mysteries
in it—that it is full of things we can verify, and it contains other things that leave us standing in
wide-eyed wonder. Reason gives us confidence; revelation gives us hope. The Bible speaks to
us with both.” —Brendan White
10

See http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/prophecy.html for some examples. See
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/prophet.html for a definition of a prophetic writer.
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Discussion questions and activities …
☼ Outside of your small group meeting, read through the additional notes below the following
questions. Make note of what is most, and least, convincing as support for the Bible being God’s
Word. Then, as a group, work through the questions below.
8 What are your personal views on the Bible, especially concerning accuracy and inspiration?
Do you think the Bible is God’s Word?
8 Why do you hold these views? What has shaped or led to your beliefs?
8 In what ways have you seen the Bible come under attack? Why do you believe this
happens?
False assumptions abound concerning both the Bible’s composition and content, yet many critics will
admit to having read no more than a few pages. To clear up misconceptions, let’s first consider the
Bible’s huge claims. You’ll soon see its total relevance to every person throughout history.
<1> God designed and made the world, animals, plants and humans, all perfect. We were created to
be in a loving relationship with Him, to love each other, and to lovingly steward God’s garden planet.
<2> God gave us “free will,” so we could seek Him first (the way we work best), or go our own way
and against God (sin). Adam & Eve (the first humans) chose the latter. We do the same each day,
despising and ignoring God, abusing others, and vandalizing our planet. We miss God’s mark.
<3> Sin brought pain, disease, suffering & death (physical and spiritual) into the world. We’re
trapped, split between wanting to sin, yet generally knowing what’s right (our conscience). Sin
separates everyone from God.
<4> Jesus, “God in the flesh”, came to the rescue. He lived a perfect life, reminded us that God
knows us fully and loves us, and then was killed on a cross to pay for the wrong we’ve done. This
allows us to be close again to God.
<5> After 3 dead days, Jesus came back to life, making him the only person ever to conquer death.
This showed that for those who ask forgiveness and put Jesus as boss of their lives, their “sin tally”
will be wiped clean. We can then be agents of God’s Kingdom, sent to help heal a hurting world.
<6> When Jesus returns to judge the world, the whole cosmos will be restored and us with it. All will
be resurrected—those who are forgiven are resurrected to eternal life in the New Heavens and New
Earth (without sin, suffering, and shame), while those who rejected God’s grace are resurrected to
judgment and Hell (still under God’s just punishment and wrath, but absent from His love).

8 Which of the Bible’s 6 huge claims grates most with the stereotypical Australian? Which
claim to you personally find easiest to accept? Which is most difficult to accept?
8 Can we “prove” that the Bible is the Word of God? Why, or Why not? Do you believe the
two-step method (first supporting its accuracy, then supporting its inspiration) demonstrates
the reasonable-ness of placing our trust in, and basing our lives upon, the Bible as God’s Word?
8 What fulfilled prophecies in the Bible can you think of if someone asked for an example?
8 One of the ways to test the truth of the Bible is to apply a teaching to your life, such as “It is
better to give than to receive,” and see if it works. What is the clearest instance of this in your
life?
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Additional Notes: How can I Know the Bible is God’s Word?11

There have been hundreds of books written on the subject of the evidences of the divine inspiration

of the Bible, and these evidences are many and varied. Most people today, unfortunately, have not
read any of these books. In fact, few have even read the Bible itself! Thus, many people tend to go
along with the popular delusion that the Bible is full of mistakes and is no longer relevant to our
modern world.

Nevertheless the Bible writers claimed repeatedly that they were transmitting the very Word of God,
infallible and authoritative in the highest degree. This is an amazing thing for any writer to say, and if
the forty or so men who wrote the Scriptures were wrong in these claims, then they must have been
lying, or insane, or both.
But, on the other hand, if the greatest and most influential book of the ages, containing the most
beautiful literature and the most perfect moral code ever devised, was written by deceiving fanatics,
then what hope is there for ever finding meaning and purpose in this world?
If one will seriously investigate these Biblical evidences, he will find that their claims of divine
inspiration (stated over 3,000 times, in various ways) were amply justified.
Fulfilled Prophecies
The remarkable evidence of fulfilled prophecy is just one case in point. Hundreds of Bible prophecies
have been fulfilled, specifically and meticulously, often long after the prophetic writer had passed
away.
For example, Daniel the prophet predicted in about 538 BC (Daniel 9:24-27) that Christ would come
as Israel's promised Savior and Prince 483 years after the Persian emperor would give the Jews
authority to rebuild Jerusalem, which was then in ruins. This was clearly and definitely fulfilled,
hundreds of years later.
There are extensive prophecies dealing with individual nations and cities and with the course of
history in general, all of which have been literally fulfilled. More than 300 prophecies were fulfilled by
Christ Himself at His first coming. Other prophecies deal with the spread of Christianity, as well as
various false religions, and many other subjects.
There is no other book, ancient or modern, like this. The vague, and usually erroneous, prophecies of
people like Jeanne Dixon, Nostradamus, Edgar Cayce, and others like them are not in the same
category at all, and neither are other religious books such as the Koran, the Confucian Analects, and
similar religious writings. Only the Bible manifests this remarkable prophetic evidence, and it does so
on such a tremendous scale as to render completely absurd any explanation other than divine
revelation.
Unique Historical Accuracy
The historical accuracy of the Scriptures is likewise in a class by itself, far
superior to the written records of Egypt, Assyria, and other early nations.
Archeological confirmations of the Biblical record have been almost
innumerable in the last century. Dr. Nelson Glueck, probably the greatest
modern authority on Israeli archeology, has said:
"No archeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference. Scores of archeological
findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in the
Bible. And, by the same token, proper evaluation of Biblical descriptions has often led to amazing
discoveries."

11

These notes come from http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-t003.html.
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Scientific Accuracy
Another striking evidence of divine inspiration is found in the fact that many of the principles of
modern science were recorded as facts of nature in the Bible long before scientist confirmed them
experimentally. A sampling of these would include:











Roundness of the earth (Isaiah 40:22)
Almost infinite extent of the sidereal universe (Isaiah 55:9)
Law of conservation of mass and energy (II Peter 3:7)
Hydrologic cycle (Ecclesiastes 1:7)
Vast number of stars (Jeremiah 33:22)
Law of increasing entropy (Psalm 102:25-27)
Paramount importance of blood in life processes (Leviticus 17:11)
Atmospheric circulation (Ecclesiastes 1:6)
Gravitational field (Job 26:7)
and many others.

These are not stated in the technical jargon of modern science, of course, but in terms of the basic
world of man's everyday experience; nevertheless, they are completely in accord with the most
modern scientific facts.
It is significant also that no real mistake has ever been demonstrated in the Bible—in science, in
history, or in any other subject. Many have been claimed, of course, but conservative Bible scholars
have always been able to work out reasonable solutions to all such problems.
Unique Structure
The remarkable structure of the Bible should also be stressed. Although it is a collection of 66 books,
written by 40 or more different men over a period of 2,000 years, it is clearly one Book, with perfect
unity and consistency throughout.
The individual writers, at the time of writing, had no idea that their message was eventually to be
incorporated into such a Book, but each nevertheless fits perfectly into place and serves its own
unique purpose as a component of the whole. Anyone who diligently studies the Bible will continually
find remarkable structural and mathematical patterns woven throughout its fabric, with an intricacy
and symmetry incapable of explanation by chance or collusion.
The one consistent theme of the Bible, developing in grandeur from Genesis to Revelation, is God's
great work in the creation and redemption of all things, through His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Bible's Unique Effect
The Bible is unique also in terms of its effect on individual men and on the history of nations. It is the
all-time best seller, appealing both to hearts and minds, beloved by at least some in every race or
nation or tribe to which it has gone, rich or poor, scholar or simple, king or commoner, men of
literally every background and walk of life. No other book has ever held such universal appeal
nor produced such lasting effects.
One final evidence that the Bible is true is found in the testimony of those who have believed it.
Multitudes of people, past and present, have found from personal experience that its promises are
true, its counsel is sound, its commands and restrictions are wise, and its wonderful message of
salvation meets every need for both time and eternity.
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(9) Prayer
“Christians are always talking about how much God loves us, but when I was in
trouble and I prayed to God for help, nothing happened. How can I trust in a God
who doesn’t care about me enough to answer my prayers?”
“Hey that’s a tough one. I mean I’ve spent a lot of time wondering about that question as
well, since there have been tonnes of times when God hasn’t seemed to answer my prayers
either, at least not in the way I wanted. But let me share with you some of the answers that I’ve
found helpful.
The Bible gives a whole host of reasons why God doesn’t answer some prayers. In some
cases it would override free-will… It’s like in the movie Bruce Almighty. Although he is given
God’s omnipotence, the power to do anything, the one cosmic no-no is that he can’t interfere
with free-will. I mean would you want God trumping in every time you did something to hurt
someone else? What kind of world would we have? Some other reasons are things like doubt,
not persisting, impure motives, unforgiveness, even not treating your spouse right. Sometimes
sin blocks our prayers. God isn’t like the Genie in Aladdin who is a slave even to the people
opposed to Him, satisfying their desires when in their heart they cherish the very things that
separate them from God and from others.
With so many possibilities as to why God might not answer prayers, although we may
not always see it, the problem is a little more complex than simply, “If he loved me He would
have said yes!” I find it’s helpful to see the whole thing as though God is our Father and we are
His children. The child can ask for something they want—even something they feel they
need—but because the father loves the child and often can understand the consequences a
whole lot better, sometimes in his wisdom the father says, “No,” or just, “Later.” You said it
well, “the question is one of trust.” Can I trust God to do what is right by me?
God can see the end from the beginning, which means he has a whole lot more
perspective on what will be good for me in the long-run. Often we think of suffering and
struggle as bad, but it can serve a useful purpose in bringing about a greater good. Take getting
a vaccination. The young child doesn’t understand why their father is letting someone jab a big
metal needle into their arm, but the short term pain is to bring about a much longer term
security. And that is the way all different kinds of suffering are treated in the Bible. God isn’t
committed to our happiness—He is committed to our holiness, to our being transformed into
children of God, and when we trust in Him the road of suffering and struggle shapes our
character and dependence on Him. Happiness is the byproduct. And all this is for God’s glory.
But let me take a step back for a second … Can you imagine a world where God, just like
Jim Carey in Bruce Almighty, hit the “Yes to All” button when answering prayers? Who would
we become? What would our world look like? I’ve found that retrospect has allowed me to see
how in God saying “no” or “not yet,” he has actually protected me from becoming proud, selfsufficient or complacent—all of which lead me down a dangerous path away from God.
Ultimately, though, He has promised to set everything right in this world when Jesus returns, so
suffering, sickness, injustice and poverty will all come to an end. Every good and beautiful
prayer I have ever uttered will be answered!
Perhaps rather than question God’s response to our prayers, we should examine our
response to His answer. If it is a “Yes,” then we should give thanks that God delights in giving
good gifts to His children. And if it seems to be a “No” or “Not yet,” then we should trust that
our Father knows it is either not good for us in the long run or perhaps just not the right time.
This makes me want to pray, want to ask for good things both for me and for others, knowing
that God always takes hold of everything to bring about good to those who love Him. I hope
that helps make a little more sense of the question for you.”
—Dan Paterson
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Discussion questions and activities …
8 Unanswered prayer isn’t just a logical conundrum—it is personal and often painful. What are
some of your own experiences where you asked God to intervene a certain way and it didn’t
happen? How did this affect your trust in God? Did any good come from the “no” answer?
8 Share a time you felt God did answer your prayers. What difference did it make?
8 Understanding the hurts and fears that often lie behind a question can be essential to
helping someone through their struggles and questions. What have been some of your
responses to unanswered prayer in the past (both from Christian and pre-Christian
perspectives)?
8 What are some of the emotions, assumptions, and questions that lie at the heart of the
struggle with unanswered prayer? (e.g., doubt, failure, can I really trust God? Does God really
exist?)
8 Does God’s existence rest on the question of whether or not He says “yes” to our prayers?
God’s existence is based on two main forms of revelation—general revelation (nature,
objective moral values, conscience) and special revelation (dreams, prophecy, miracles,
Jesus, answered prayer). Just because God didn’t answer a prayer doesn’t nullify the other
evidences of His existence, particularly His incarnation as Jesus of Nazareth.

8 Does God’s character rest on whether He answers all our prayers as we desire?
“If God didn’t protect me from being abused as a child in response to my prayer then He
can’t be good!” How would you respond? Is God evil for allowing bad things to happen?
Does it mean He doesn’t love us when He doesn’t grant our requests?

8 What are some of the reasons God doesn’t grant prayers in the Bible?
Because God is omniscient He hears every single prayer ever uttered, and He responds to
every prayer with a “Yes” (generally obvious) or either a “no” or “not yet” (harder to
know). There are heaps of reasons in the Bible why God chooses not to grant some
requests:
1) Restriction of free-will – in many cases for God to grant a request it would override the
free-will of others (Bruce Almighty, “Love me!!!” or Genie in Aladdin, “I can’t make
someone love ya!”). This can stand behind things as tragic as rape, murder, and
adultery. What kind of world would we have if God intervened every time someone was
about to do something to hurt you? Should he stop you every time you are going to lie
or hurt someone else?
2) Lack of persistence – Jesus’ teaching on prayer was to ask (continuous tense) and you
will receive (Matt 7:7). He also taught that we should be persistent in prayer until we
receive what we ask (Luke 11:1-8; 18:1-8).
3) Cherishing sin – there are clear instances where God refuses to listen to our prayer
because of our sin (Isaiah 1:15-17; Psalm 66:18; Mark 11:25). God isn’t some cosmic
genie, and He won’t be used to satisfy the desires of people opposed to Him. He is a
Father that delights to give good gifts to His children, but always does so in accordance
with who He is and what is best for them. He generally won’t grant prayers if it leads
to self-reliance, pride, or other sin.
4) Doubt – if we ask for something we have to believe that God actually exists, that He
rewards those who seek Him, and that in faith we already have what we have asked
for. To doubt this is to doubt God (James 1:6-8; Hebrews 11:6).
5) Impure Motives – often our prayers are selfish (James 4:3). Ultimately God never
grants a prayer that lies outside the bounds of His character and will. Prayer is a way
for us to become more Christ-like and grow closer to the heart of God, praying in His
Kingdom and joining Him in the work he has prepared for us to do.
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6) Unforgiveness – often our prayers are hindered by our interactions and feelings
towards others. Failure to forgive others blocks our communion with God (Matthew
6:14-15).
7) Marital Problems – if you are not treating your spouse right (1 Peter 3:7).
8) Not praying in God’s character and will – God has revealed his heart through the
Scriptures (Luke 4:18-19), and has shown his character (Exodus 34:6-7 & 1 John 4:8).
To pray in knowledge of God’s character and what He has achieved for us in Jesus is
precisely what the Bible means when it tells us to pray in Jesus’ name. Many times in
the Scriptures we are also told to pray according to His pleasure or will (1 John 5:1415). Learning to pray this way comes through a transformation of God in your life
where He is the central focus (Romans 12:2), and so because non-believers have
neither communion with nor understanding of God’s nature and will, their prayers are
ineffective (as opposed to those of the righteous – James 5:15-16; 1 Peter 3:12).
What is God’s will for us? Check out Ephesians 1:9-14; Philippians 2:13-14; 1
Thessalonians 4:1-5; and 1 Timothy 2:3-4.

8 Of the reasons listed for God not answering prayer, do any relate to where you’re at right
now? Is there anything you can do for your prayers to be more effective? (Cf. James 4.)
8 Can (and does) God ever over-ride human will? (Think of a Biblical example of two.) At the
very least, it’s not His normal mode. Why? A guy prays that God will make a girl he likes like
him in return, and gets angry at God when it doesn’t come off. Does he have a point?
8 Think of a prayer you’re currently waiting on God to answer. If you really trusted that God is
good and will answer rightly, then what kind of things would characterize your waiting?
8 What are some helpful analogies for understanding God’s wisdom of knowing what we need
and when? How does the father-child analogy help?
8 Think back on some of your “No” or “Not yet” answers to prayer by God. What may have
happened if all your prayers were answered immediately with “Yes”?
8 What does it mean to pray “in Jesus’ name”? Read over Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane, immediately prior to his trial and crucifixion (Luke 22:39-46). What lessons can
we learn about prayer from his example?
8 Take 5 minutes to flick through one of the gospels (perhaps Matthew or Luke), and notice
how much, and in what way, Jesus prays. If Jesus is God incarnate, why does He pray so much?
What can we learn from his modeling?
“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you,
They have their reward.
But you, when you pray, enter into your room. And shutting your door, pray to your Father in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret shall reward you openly.
But when you pray, do not babble vain words, as the nations. For they think that in their much
speaking they shall be heard. Therefore do not be like them, for your Father knows what things you
have need of, before you ask Him.
Therefore pray in this way:
Our Father, who is in Heaven, Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we also forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil.
For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
(Jesus, in Matthew 6:5-13, NKJV)
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8 In what ways do your everyday prayers reflect the pattern of Jesus’ prayer? In what ways
are your prayers different? If prayer is a “conversation with God,” what kind of conversational
partner are you?
Prayer typically involves adoration (worship of God for who He is), thanksgiving (thanking God for
what He’s done), confession (admitting your faults, asking for forgiveness, and re-aligning your will
to His Kingdom and righteousness), and supplication (bringing both the needs of others, and your
own needs, to God, even as you ask for His ultimate will to be done—i.e., submitting your requests
humbly to your loving Father to respond as He sees best).

8 How balanced are your prayers? In which mode of prayer—adoration, thanksgiving,
confession, supplication—do you spend most of your time? Why?
8 “The main purpose of prayer is not to make life easier, but to know God.” If this is true, how
should/would it change the way you pray?
8 How has our culture of “maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain” affected the idea of
prayer and our view of God? Has salvation merely become therapeutic—more about our
happiness and less about God’s glory? Why is this a problem?
Yancey’s book on Prayer—a brief synopsis:
Prayer, Yancey writes, is our partnership with God, our chance to join forces with God's power
to confront suffering and evil head-on. Yancey is candid about his nagging sense of failure in
prayer, but the book is suffused with a cautious hope; he writes of his growing confidence and joy as
his prayer life has deepened from a spiritualized to-do list to a conversational communion
with God. The key, Yancey writes, is that prayer is a window into knowing the mind of God,
whose kingdom is entrusted to all of us frail, selfish people on earth.

8 How is Yancey’s understanding of prayer the same as, or different, to your understanding?
From your understanding of God’s heart and mission in this world, what kind of prayers are
most likely to be answered?
8 In light of a world filled with greater struggle and suffering than I experience, is it selfish to
pray over my needs and struggles? (Philippians 4:6-8; Matthew 6:7-13)
8 Can you see in retrospect how some of God’s “No’s” which were hard at the time have
worked out for your greater good? What do you think about the statement, “God is not
committed to our happiness—He is committed to our holiness”?
8 What questions or concerns still remain for you, about prayer and God’s goodness in
responding? Share these as a group, and see if there are any satisfying answers.
8 How can we trust God to answer prayer right every time when we can’t understand why He
allows things to happen a certain way?
Knowing God’s character as it is perfectly represented in Jesus (John 14:9; Colossians 1:15; 2:9;
and Hebrews 1:3), we can trust in His perfect goodwill towards us, evidenced best by His death on
the cross in our place. Because God can see the beginning from the end, His wisdom and character
ensures that He devises the best possible way for us to get there (Philippians 1:6). As the only one
who can see the outcome of every request we make, He is trustworthy to bring us what we need
even when it isn’t the path we may want.
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8 What should be our response to God when He answers our prayers?
To pray about everything! (Philippians 4:6-7) To persist in those prayers! (Luke 11:1-8; 18:1-8)
To keep our focus on God and His kingdom! (Matthew 6:33) To hope for His return and the
fixing up of all things! (Revelation 21-22)

☼ Even after we have checked our motives and aligned our prayers, we are still not positioned
to understand why God answers each prayer in a particular way. This is much like a young child
not fully understanding why her parents answer her requests as they do. This requires trust.
Can you trust God, even without having all the answers? Spend some time in prayer as a group,
recommitting yourselves to Him, and affirming your trust in His goodness and loving will.
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Yancey, Philip. Reaching for the Invisible God: What Can We Expect to Find? Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2002.
Wright, N. T. The Lord and His Prayer. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997.
www.godandscience.org/apologetics/prayer.html

39

(10) Freedom
“Why should I believe in a God who condemns almost everything I do?
All those rules put you in a strait-jacket and restrict your freedom.”
For all the reasons I’ve heard for rejecting Christianity, this objection tends to be central.
Often we don’t want to believe, because it will interfere with our freedom. We don’t want the
whole God thing to be true, because we don’t want any authority telling us what to do. Following
Jesus cramps my style and constrains my sexuality.
I get why you feel this way. Perhaps getting drunk and casual sex is your definition of
fun. Why tie yourself to a rule-based club? Besides which, some Christians are so religious and
serious that they look out of place at anything but a funeral.
But what is freedom? Is it merely the absence of constraint, to do what you wanna’ do,
and be what you wanna’ be? If so, then Christianity is a loss of freedom. I’ve made an
unconditional commitment to follow Jesus—to discipline my life according to His teaching.
But is that all freedom is? Think of all those bad habits we have—binging on chocolate,
ogling internet porn, cutting our flesh, injecting illicit drugs. In Australia we’re free to do as we
want … but are we really ‘free’ if we can’t control ourselves? No wonder these same ‘free’
people willingly submit to the authority of coaches and counselors to help discipline their
desires. We’re all looking for someone to trust who leads us to life.
Freedom is more than the absence of constraint. A train is most free when it’s secured to
the tracks, not when it rides rough-shod over the dirt. Trains were designed to run on tracks.
Likewise, freedom always comes with a form. Lungs come alive with oxygen, plants come alive
in soil, fish come alive in the sea, the heart comes alive pumping blood, and we come alive in
God—we were made for Him. Like the banks of a river, the right form channels our vitality,
energy and affections toward life.
So here’s where our discussion moves beyond words. Jesus says that if you keep
returning to the same harmful habits, then you’re not free. You’re a slave to selfishness, a slave
to sin. But, Jesus claims that if anyone—and that includes you—if anyone follows Him and lives
in His form, the rhythms of grace … “then you’ll know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
This is not a proposition to argue over. It’s a challenge to accept or reject. Try it and see.
Remember, this was the same Jesus who went to wild parties—a friend to prostitutes,
drunkards, and tax collectors. He didn’t judge or condemn. He just offered a better way.
Have you taken up Jesus’ challenge? Have you tried His form? If not, how can you be so
sure that Jesus isn’t trustworthy? Ask someone who has, and hear the difference it makes.
And I’m starting to understand why Jesus brings freedom. It’s because love is the most
liberating form. “Love God, love others”—this summarizes all the Bible’s commands. It’s more
an invitation to life than an imposition. But not only do we get the right form … we also
connect to the power source. For God is Love. If love is more than an emotion—if love is a
commitment—then surely binding myself to the source of love is the path to freedom.
It’s in choosing to follow Jesus that I’ve really found my life. We’re all worried about
being used, or controlled, or manipulated. But at the heart of the Christian message is Jesus—
the God man—who gave up all of His freedoms to show us how to live. Free to find all we were
made to be. Free to find joy and happiness even during the toughest times. Free to love. And
because He first loved me, I can love Him, and I can love others. And in so doing, I can be free.
—Dave Benson
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Discussion questions and activities …
8 “Often we don’t want to believe, because it will interfere with our freedom. We don’t want the
whole God thing to be true, because we don’t want any authority telling us what to do.” Agree or
disagree?
8 Why are we so protective of our freedom, and so unwilling to submit to any authority?
8 Does Christianity limit your freedom? In what ways? Then why follow Jesus?
8 How would you define freedom? By this definition, how “free” is the average Aussie? How
“free” are you?
8 What other examples come to mind of true freedom always being in a “form”?
8 Read John 8:31-36. How does Jesus’ understanding of freedom differ to popular ideas? In
what ways have you seen our preoccupation with “freedom” in Australia result in “slavery”?
8 E. Stanley Jones, in his book The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person, challenges
a friend who rejected the stringent moral demands of the gospel. Jones challenged him that if
his system of “sin” was absolute, then why not live it absolutely: lie all the time, have sex with
whoever you can, never be faithful. How would this work out? Jones pointed out that his
friend’s lies only worked because it was a parasite on the majority telling the truth. His
philandering only worked because it was a parasite on his wife’s trust and faithfulness. If this is
the case, why do we so cling to what we know to be wrong?
8 “Jesus claims that if anyone—and that includes you—if anyone follows Him and lives in His
form, the rhythms of grace … ‘then you’ll know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’ This is
not a proposition to argue over. It’s a challenge to accept or reject. Try it and see.” Has this been
your own experience? Why, or why not?
8 As Christians choose to live another way that brings “life to the full” (John 10:10), we should
find that his commands aren’t a burden (Matthew 28:18-20; 1 John 5:3-4), and we are set free
from judgmentalism and legalism (Matthew 7:1-5; John 3:16-18; Romans 2:1-3; 1 Corinthians
4:3; James 4:12). We should look like Jesus, hanging out with even the roughest crowds, yet
loving unconditionally. Why is it, then, that Christians have such a reputation for being narrow,
harsh, and judgmental?
8 Is love “the most liberating form”? In what way? How have you experienced this?
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“I am simply trying to orient myself around living a particular kind of way, the kind of way that
Jesus taught is possible. And I think that the way of Jesus is the best possible way to live. This isn't
irrational or primitive or blind faith. It is merely being honest that we all are living a "way".
I’m convinced being generous is a better way to live.
I’m convinced forgiving people and not carrying around bitterness is a better way to live.
I’m convinced having compassion is a better way to live.
I’m convinced pursuing peace in every situation is a better way to live.
I’m convinced listening to the wisdom of others is a better way to live.
I’m convinced being honest with people is a better way to live.
This way of thinking isn't weird or strange; it is simply acknowledging that everybody follows
somebody, and I’m trying to follow Jesus.
Over time when you purposefully try to live the way of Jesus, you start noticing something
deeper going on. You begin realizing the reason this is the best way to live is that it is rooted in
profound truths about how the world is. You find yourself living more and more in tune with ultimate
reality. You are more and more in sync with how the universe is at its deepest levels.
Jesus' intention was, and is, to call people to live in tune with reality. He said at one point that
if you had seen him, you had "seen the Father." He claimed to be showing us what God is like. In his
compassion, peace, truth telling, and generosity, he was showing us God.
And God is the ultimate reality. There is nothing more beyond God.
Jesus at one point claimed to be "the way, the truth, and the life." Jesus was not making
claims about one religion being better than all other religions. That completely misses the point, the
depth, and the truth. Rather, he was telling those who were following him that his way is the way to
the depth of reality. This kind of life Jesus was living, perfectly and completely in connection and
cooperation with God, is the best possible way for a person to live. It is how things are.
Jesus exposes us to reality at its rawest. So the way of Jesus is not about religion; it's about
reality. It's about lining yourself up with how things are.
Perhaps a better question than who's right, is who's living rightly?”
(Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis [Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005], pp. 20-21)

8 “‘Love God, love others’—this summarizes all the Bible’s commands. It’s more an invitation to
life than an imposition.” Agree or disagree? How would the world look if we all connected to
the source of love and managed to consistently live this out?
8 Why are so many people cautious to trust Jesus, and submit to His authority? What could
you say, or do, that might help to answer their concerns and allay their fears?
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Luke 4:18-19)
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.” (John 10:10)
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8 Nelson Mandela, in his autobiography Long Road to Freedom (pp. 750-51), explores how he
couldn’t be truly free until all his brothers were free. Read through the following excerpt. In
light of this, how should we view Christ’s sacrifice, offered that all people may be free?
“I was not born with a hunger to be free. I was born free—free in every way that I could
know. Free to run in the fields near my mother’s hut, free to swim in the clear stream that ran
through my village. … It was only when I began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an
illusion, when I discovered as a young man that my freedom had already been taken from me,
that I began to hunger for it. … I yearned for the basic and honourable freedoms of achieving
my potential, of earning my keep, of marrying and having a family—the freedom not to be
obstructed in a lawful life. But then I slowly saw that not only was I not free, but my brothers
and sisters were not free. I saw that it was not just my freedom that was curtailed, but the
freedom of everyone who looked like I did. … It was this desire for the freedom of my people
to live their lives with dignity and self-respect that animated my life. … I am no more virtuous
or self-sacrificing than the next man, but I found that I could not even enjoy the poor and
limited freedoms I was allowed when I knew my people were not free. Freedom is indivisible;
the chains on any one of my people were the chains on all of them, the chains on all of my
people were the chains on me. … The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their
humanity. When I walked out of prison, that was my mission, to liberate the oppressed and
the oppressor both.
Some say that has now been achieved. But I know that that is not the case. The truth is
that we are not yet free; we have merely achieved the freedom to be free, the right not
to be oppressed. We have not taken the final step of our journey, but the first step on a
longer and even more difficult road. For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains,
but to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others. The true test of
our devotion to freedom is just beginning. … I can only rest for a moment, for with freedom
comes responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for my long walk is not yet ended.”

8 The ultimate proof that Jesus is trustworthy—that He brings life and freedom and joy in the
midst of life’s toughest times—comes only when we “seek Him with our whole heart,” “live his
commands,” and “taste and see that He is good” (Psalm 34:8; Jeremiah 29:11-13; Matthew
6:33; 7:7; John 7:17). How should this affect the way we answer and engage those outside Christ?
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