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Setting the Scene
Tough questions always come when least expected. They put you on the spot. They make you sweat over your
intellectual, ethical, and emotional responses to pressing problems that you know are important—wars, poverty,
humanity’s origin, God’s existence, globalization, climate change, other religions, eternal destiny—just you
planned to think out a well reasoned response over a smooth latté when spare time presented. Sadly, the time
never came, and so here you are again, unsure and uncomfortable.
Maybe I’m speaking for you. I’m certainly speaking for myself! As a Christian apologist—that is, one defending
and commending the Christian faith as plausible—I’ve often found myself sweating it over a tough question or
three coming from left-field, usually while in front of a senior high class, all the while trying to point people to
Jesus.
But sadly, for many of us, fear of being unable to answer these tough questions gives us an excuse not to talk
about or faith. How many conversations have you avoided because you were afraid that you might be faced with
a tough question?
John 1:9 tells us that Christ is the true light that gives light to every person. This is a cornerstone verse for the
LOGOS ministry. We are about sharing the light of Christ with others by commending and defending our Christian
faith, and equipping our brothers and sisters in Christ to do the same.
This study guide is designed to be used in your small group as a follow on from the message ‘Diablo: An
Examination of Evil’. You can download the speaker’s notes & slides, an audio of the message, as well as a number
of other resources from the following link: http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/diablo-anexamination-of-evil/. At times in this study we’ll be referring to the points made by the panel, so make sure if you
weren’t at one of the messages, you check out this site!
- the LOGOS Team

Take it to God
As you open this study, take a few minutes to commit yourself and your group to God. Ask the Holy
Spirit to search your heart and reveal any sin or blockages keeping you from experiencing God’s
presence. Ask for Godly wisdom and discernment thought this study, that any preconceptions or biases
that you might have about this topic would be set aside to allow you to approach this discussion with an
open mind. Commit yourself to honouring Him both throughout this study, and as you apply what we
talk about to your life.
Talking Point
Has everyone in the group seen at least one of the presentations of ‘Diablo: An Examination of Evil”
(8/10am; 5pm on Sunday, September 16, 2012)? If there is anyone who hasn’t seen it, the group can
summarise it for them, or the video is available from the KBC office or you can download the audio at
the link above.
What was your initial response to the message? What impacted you most in this message?
What made the least sense? Did you think there was anything missing?

Take a few minutes to share your thoughts with the group.
KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH
2

LOGOS MINISTRY 2012

The Big Idea
The existence of the demonic is controversial. Spiritual leaders and teachers of all denominations
believe all manner of different ideas about the spiritual world. We are deeply confused about Satan and
demons.
Our modern culture doesn’t help – TV shows and movies paint Satan as God’s enemy; his equal; the red,
horned, goat-footed, pitchfork wielding ruler of Hell, who delights in tormenting and punishing those
who are damned. Pop culture celebrates dark supernatural forces – it permeates our movies, our books,
our TV.
At the same time, atheists argue that we live in material world, that the supernatural doesn’t exist, and
was merely primitive humanity’s attempts to understand things that science has laid bare. We are told
that we should only believe what we can taste, touch, see, smell and hear: things that we can prove with
a scientific empirical mindset.
The Bible presents a different picture. It teaches that the entire world is under the sway of Satan (1 John
5:19)—that behind what we see and experience in this life, there are malevolent spiritual forces at work,
who strive to draw us away from God’s purpose and plan.
Talking Point
Each member of your group will have different understandings and experiences with the supernatural
realm. Some will be very aware; others will not have thought about it before tonight. Some of the
beliefs your members hold will be controversial, and will quite often be in conflict with other group
members.
To try and head off any conflicts later on in the study, take a few minutes and invite each person to
share briefly their perspectives and beliefs on the supernatural and the demonic, and what they think
evil is.

Take it to God
You will probably find that your group won’t agree theologically with everything that has just been
shared, or possibly even everything contained in the study, or that was preached by the panel during the
message, but that’s alright.
When it comes to theology, there are certain immutable core beliefs, things that the Christian must not
compromise on (like the divinity of Christ, the Trinitarian nature of God, that the Bible is the inspired
Word of God). Think of these doctrines as something we hold in a closed hand, protecting them.
Other doctrines, such as how the end times will unfold, or the nature of church government, or
demonology, tend to have a number of differing views which seem to find support in different passages
of Scripture. Hold these doctrines in an open hand; they are the sort of things that we can disagree on
and yet still be followers of Christ.
Take a few minutes at this time to bring your group corporately before God and ask for His Wisdom,
discernment and truth to guide your discussions. Ask that He would protect the unity of the body of
Christ within your group as you explore this topic.
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Try This
Bruce spoke during the panel discussions about the philosophy of evil, addressing questions like What is
evil? Why does it exist? Did God have a hand in creating evil? How would you answer these questions if
a sceptic put them to you?

The Big Idea
The great Christian thinker Augustine answered these questions by rejecting utterly the idea that God
created evil. Remember the creation account in Genesis 1? When God rested on the Sabbath day, he
looked over creation and saw that it was all very good (Genesis 1:31).
Augustine proposed that evil is what happens when goodness is diminished or corrupted – that evil is
the act of choosing the lesser good. It's when we choose to misuse the good things God has given us. For
some reason in God’s providence and plan he has seen fit to grant us ‘real choice’ (often termed ‘free
will’, despite it being limited), even though doing so allowed for the possibility of evil occurring ...
perhaps to test; perhaps to show the greatness of his power in overcoming—we simply don’t know.
Try This
Often Christians speak of God and Satan as yin and yang, light and dark, good and evil—co-eternal
equals. Look up some of the following biblical references to Satan. What do they tell us about him?
Where does the picture of God and Satan as eternal co-equals, opposing forces, get it wrong?
Genesis 3:1

Isaiah 14:12-15;
Ezekiel 28:11-19

Matthew 4:3
Matthew 13:39

John 12:31
1 Peter 5:8

John 8:44
2 Corinthians 4:4

Revelation 12:10

A factsheet later in these notes expounds a Biblical view of the origin and works of Satan in greater depth than was discussed
during the sermon (p26ff)

The Big Idea
In John 10:10, Jesus effectively summed up the heart of God’s purpose, and the heart of Satan’s
purpose: “the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”
On the Cross, Jesus defeated Satan, once and for all; He completely disarmed his power and made a
public spectacle out of him (Colossians 2:15). Because of the cross, Satan no longer has his authority
over those who are in Jesus (Hebrews 2:14-15). God came from the outside, a light into darkness, to
rescue us out of the kingdom of darkness and to bring us into the Kingdom of Light (Colossians 1:13-14).
There is a 3-part study on spiritual warfare and the armour of God that can be downloaded from
http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/diablo-anexamination-of-evil/
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Try This
Take a few minutes to listen to (or read through, if you don’t have the audio), Bec White’s comments on
how our social structures and systems can become corrupted by Satan. She used the analogy of rubbish
being dumped into Wivenhoe Dam. She goes on to explain how Jesus is the answer to bringing healing
and wholeness to these corrupted systems.
Take a few moments and choose one example of such systemic evil that is present in Australian society,
and then prayerfully discuss how we as Christ’s followers can seek to bring healing into that system.

Talking Point
Dave Benson closed the message by sharing a challenging story of how his wife Nikki came to faith in
response to seeing someone delivered from demonic influence. Have any members of your group ever
had a similar experience, where they have witnesses a deliverance or healing session? Invite them to
share briefly with the group the circumstances and how they responded to such an overt manifestation
of the supernatural.
Challenge
As people living in a secular, western society, even as Christians it is sometimes difficult to give credence
to the notion of the demonic. We often disregard accounts of the supernatural, passing off the Biblical
texts addressing demons as primitive explanations for metal illnesses for example.
Yet the Bible presents the demonic as personal—it’s close to home; something that we all will encounter
(even if don’t realise it). It has to be confronted. It’s dangerous to ignore it, going through life with our
eyes closed.
Yet it is also dangerous to give Satan more credit than he deserves, as though he’s God’s equal rather
than a Created being—like us—living in rebellion. Yes, Satan is powerful; yes, he is the ruler of this age;
yes, he will oppose us and seek to divert us away from God’s plan and purpose.
The proper response is neither to ignore him, nor focus on him. Rather, we fix our eyes upon Jesus.
Because of the cross, Satan no longer has his authority over those who are in Jesus (Hebrews 2:14-15).
God came from the outside, a light into darkness, to rescue us out of the kingdom of darkness and to
bring us into the Kingdom of Light, the glorious kingdom of his Son (Colossians 1:13-14).
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Kenmore Baptist Church Message Manuscript September 16, 2012 AM/PM (LOGOS)

DIABLO: An Examination of Evil
DIABLO: An Examination of Evil
Welcome to KBC. It’s great to be giving this talk
today as part of the Logos team. If you’re new to
Logos, we do what’s called ‘apologetics’ – it’s
not ‘saying sorry’ for being a Christian, but it is
about giving a reasoned defense for Christian
belief, shedding light on why we follow Jesus.
Our hope is that this talk will help you make
sense of life, and that you’ll be equipped to
share this life with others who have all kinds of
tricky questions.
Well, in two weeks I’m tempted to get down to
Sydney. Who’s heard of the Festival of
1
Dangerous Ideas? It’s an annual event at the
Opera House, featuring all kinds of controversial
intellectuals making big claims to generate
conversation. Typically they feature some
atheists and anarchists wanting to bring down
the system. But this year I noticed a strange
speaker in the mix: a Catholic Bishop by the name of Julian Porteous. And what was his
dangerous idea?
1

“The Devil is Real.”

The devil: you know, Satan (the adversary), Lucifer (the deceptive light bearer)—yes,
Diabolo (our opponent from of old).
Here’s the Bishop’s synopsis: “For some, the Devil is real - an active presence who moves
among us every day. If the Devil is real, what difference does this make to how we think of
evil? Is he the ultimate source of evil in human affairs? Should we arm ourselves for 'spiritual
warfare' - doing battle with the Devil every day?”
How does this strike you?
Now if you’re Christian, you may think, “duh – of course the Devil is real. Who else can we
blame for all the destruction?”
Then again, even in Christian circles, Satan has almost slipped off the radar. Dare I say,
we’re a bit embarrassed of this shady character? In an age of medical science and NASA
sending probes to Mars, we prefer material explanations.
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You see, to the average Aussie, this antiquated
Christian belief in a personal devil makes Bishop
Porteous, and any other believer, look absolutely
crazy. It’s positively medi-evil. It’s time to grow up
and stop projecting our guilt onto some mythical
baddie. As New Age Guru Deepak Chopra puts it,
“Healthy people don’t need the devil.”
Let’s widen the lens beyond Satan. Is it rational to
believe there is such a thing as ‘evil’? At the turn
of last century, 1899, Professor Paul Carus wrote
his 500 page classic on the history of evil. From
his perspective, as science rose, superstition
would fall. Evil was just another angle on the
world. This separation of the world into light and
dark, good and evil, God and Satan, is primitive.
In reality, everything is one. We either embrace entropy and destruction, or we work with
our evolution to a better future.
Carus’ answer sounded convincing in 1899, but
a century later—after two world wars, 100
million people killed by their own government
through fascist and communist regimes,
terrorism, and countless atrocities in recent
memory—things aren’t so clear. We’re more
enlightened than ever—and more efficient at
destroying life. With better technology, evil has
just become more sophisticated.
So how do we explain all these atrocities? Was this innocent and otherwise good people
making a ‘mistake’? Was it the fittest winning in a struggle to survive?
Education didn’t stop Anders Breivik in Norway,
or a PhD candidate in Colorado from shooting
dozens during a screening of Batman. Science is
no solution to the Austrian father who locked his
daughter in a dungeon for thirty years, abusing
her then fathering her children. It was a misuse of
information and technology that caused the
global financial crisis we’re still suffering today.
We lack the vocabulary to make sense of the modern mess. Only one word seems to fit:
‘EVIL’.
If your worldview isn’t closed-minded to the supernatural, then maybe there are good
reasons to believe an evil force is at work in the world today.
So what should we make of all this?
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The Bible uses pretty strong language that we
can’t avoid. Jesus framed his mission as taking
people from the Kingdom of Darkness and
bringing them into the Kingdom of Light.1 He
claimed to cast out demons, and gave his church
the same role.2 In 1 John we’re told, “the whole
world is under the sway of the evil one.” Indeed,
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to
3
destroy the devil's work.” As Christians we’re tempted to cut out these passages or
couch them in metaphor. But next Sunday KBC is starting a series in the Gospel of Mark,
and as you’ll see, the devil is in the details.
That’s why today Logos is looking at Diablo: An
Examination of Evil. What is evil? Does Satan
exist? And what does all this mean for a broken
world like ours?
To help answer these questions, would you
please welcome up our panel.
(While they’re coming up, you might like to grab out your note-outline from the KBC News.
It’s got links to growth group discussion materials, and loads more.)

1

Mark 3:23-27; John 3:19-21; John 8:44; 12:31; 14:30; 16:11
Mark 5:1-20; 6:7, 12-13; Luke 9:1-2; 13:32
3
1 John 3:8; 5:19
2
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DAVE B Q1 to BRUCE – THE EXISTENCE OF EVIL:
Bruce, you’ve lectured in both maths and computer
science. And presently you’re doing another degree
in philosophy. All three fields are heavy on logic.
When it comes to the logic of evil, then, what is it? In
the modern world, is belief in supernatural evil a
superstition or is it rational?

BRUCE Q1 – A PHILOSOPHY OF EVIL:
Well Dave, many people think belief in the supernatural means you are anti-science and
anti-reason. Living in the wrong century. Because modern science has shown us that
matter – molecules – is all that there is, hasn't it?
Well, no, it hasn't. By definition, science explains the natural world using natural causes.
That's its job. And it is very successful at what it does. But science isn't as useful when it
comes to things that aren't made of matter – immaterial things.
If I said “I love you” to my wife, and she said
“prove it using the scientific method”, what could
I do? Attach electrodes to my head to record my
brain waves and show her the patterns? I can
guarantee that won't convince her. Science can't
fully describe our emotions. Things like love,
happiness and contentment have to be
experienced to be understood.
Or take our minds. Are they really just chemical reactions produced by our brains? Well,
hands up if you chose to come to the service today. If you really, really did choose to (and
your wife or husband didn't force you!), your mind can't just be a result of physical
causes. True choice means your body didn't just respond to stimuli – instead, your mind
controlled your body.
Ok, immaterial things exist, and science has
limitations investigating them. What about
spiritual forces? Science assumes they can't
exist. But that is contrary to the beliefs of almost
every culture that has existed. We shouldn't rule
out widely held views simply because they can't
be confirmed by science.
Let's take it a bit further. If spiritual forces are possible, could there be good and bad
ones? Are there angels and demons? And is there such a thing as evil?
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During the Enlightenment period in the 18th
century, it was thought evil was merely an
abstract idea. If only. I remember a few years ago
visiting Dachau concentration camp, just outside
Munich, where over 40,000 people died. It was
sobering walking under the “Arbeit machs frei”
sign - work makes you free. The crematoriums and
horrific photos were stark reminders of the
Holocaust. It is hard to argue evil is just abstract when confronted with such scenes. Evil
seems real.
Well, what is evil then? Why does it exist? And did God have a hand in creating evil? For
many, evil is the biggest stumbling block to believing in God at all.
The great Christian thinker Augustine's answer
was an emphatic no, God did not create evil! In
fact evil is not a thing at all. Evil happens when
goodness is diminished or corrupted – evil is the
act of choosing the lesser good. It's when we
choose to misuse the good things God has
given us.
It's fair to ask, should God have allowed this?
Why didn't he make a world where evil was impossible? Surely he could have!
I suppose so, but at what cost? We would no longer be able to choose to do good or evil,
and most importantly, we could not choose to love God of our own free will. God loves
what he has created, and he wants us to respond by loving him. But forced love is not
love at all. Who wants a husband or wife who has been forced to love you? So God gave
us the freedom to reject him, and his goodness – therefore the possibility of evil.
But this is talking about human evil, not supernatural evil. Is there any basis for believing
that evil is more than just our bad choices?
I'll finish with the words of Lieutenant-General
Romeo Dallaire, commander of the UN
peacekeeping force in Rwanda during the
horrific genocide in 1994. 1 million people were
murdered in 100 days. He was asked how he
could still believe in God after all he had seen:
“I know there is a God, because in Rwanda I
shook hands with the devil. I have seen him, I have smelled him and I have touched him. I
know the devil exists and therefore I know there is a God”.
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TAMMY REPLY TO BRUCE – PSYCHOLOGY OF EVIL:
Bruce you have spoken about the philosophy of
evil, and interestingly, psychology has long
sought to explain the human capacity for evil and
try to understand the cause of evil. As a
psychologist, I find it interesting that we have
looked at how an individual reaches a point that
they perform heinous acts, through to what is it in
society that enables evil on a group level. And it is
the group level of evil that has fascinated social psychologists. For example, are some
cultures just more evil than others?
A famous example of this was a social
experiment that was done in 1961. People were
still grappling with the atrocities of WWII and
wanted to understand how such evils could
occur. How could a society systematically inflict
genocide? No doubt there were a number of
complex influences, but a researcher by the
name of Stanley Milgram decided he wanted to
understand how a culture indiscriminately inflicted genocide, torture, human testing and
other inhuman acts on Jewish people.
To do so, Milgram designed an experiment that
he believed would be ground-breaking. He
believed he would be able to show that the
reason the atrocities occurred in Germany was
because there something altogether different
about German people. And this difference
meant they were far more likely to follow the
orders of the Third Reicht – even if this meant
going against their moral or ethical beliefs. To demonstrate this, Milgram planned to run
an experiment in the US and then in Germany and by doing so, be able to show that
German people were more obedient. But Milgram ’s original study never left US shores.
Instead, he found something altogether disturbing in his study, and his findings are still
famous to this day.
In his original study, Milgram set up a scenario
where a person was taken to a room with a
researcher. They sat in front of a board with
dials and nobs and were told that they give
increasingly strong electric shocks, and that
these shocks would be felt by a person in
another room when they answered a question
wrong. Clear as mud?! Now if you are already a
little disturbed by the study design, then you may be surprised to know that was not the
alarming bit. Instead, they found that by the end of the study, 2 out of every 3 people
would give an electric shock to a stranger that they believed would actually kill them.
KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH
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Now you may think this understandable because since it was just an experiment and
they were just playing a role in the study. But this wasn’t like WWII. There was no one in
the room threatening them. The door was not locked. In fact they were told they could
leave the room at any time. To make matters worse, they could hear the screams of the
person they thought they were shocking begging them to stop. All that was persuading
them was a man behind them in a white coat telling them to give the shock.
So by the end of this study, Milgram realised
there wasn’t something that made the Germans
more evil. Instead he found what history has
taught us: that people are prepared to inflict evil
on each other even when they know it is wrong.
Knowledge of evil does not stop us doing evil
acts. As Christians, I believe this study powerfully
shows that we all have the capacity for evil. The
question then simply turns from the philosophical question of whether evil exists in this
world to a theological debate as to the cause of this evil.
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DAVE B Q2 to DAVE WHITE – THE BIBLE AND SATAN:
Let’s shift gears. Dave, so far we’ve looked at the
human aspect of evil. But for most of us, the one
most associated with evil is this mysterious
character, The Devil, or Satan. So what does the
Bible say about who Satan is, and his role in the evil
we see around us?

DAVE W Q2 – A THEOLOGY OF EVIL:
Alright folks, so tonight we’re talking about all things evil, and what talk on evil would be
complete without a mention of the prince of darkness, the father of lies, the king of evil
… that’s right, the two-horned, fork tailed hideous, half goat creature, dressed in red
leather, busily pitching coal into the furnaces of hell … my brother Brendan. Haha but of
course you all know I actually mean Satan.
Now Satan has to be one of the most infamous
characters of history. As Paul Carus says in his
1899 classic, “The pedigree of the evil one is
older than the oldest European aristocracy and
royal families; it antedates the Bible and is
more ancient than the pyramids.” His legend
still persists today in thousands of movies, on
almost every cartoon from Simpsons to South
Park, documentaries, ancient art, and religious manuscripts.
But who or what exactly is this being? What is the basis for the Christian belief that he
exists? Does he have a place in modern intellectual society or is he merely a remnant of
ancient and primitive concepts of evil? These are all valid questions, but first I’d like to
start with where Satan came from.

So where do Christians believe Satan came from?
Well the traditional theory proposed by
Christians is that Satan was once a fallen angel
named Lucifer, based on verses from the Old
Testament, particularly Isaiah 14:13-15 and
1
Ezekiel 28:11-19. In the passages describing
‘the king of Tyre’ the metaphoric language
used by the author appears to extend beyond
a description of just a mere earthly human
king, and in fact, specifically describes the king as a fallen angel—so many Christians
interpret these passages to be an analogy for Satan. Other Christians, however, believe
that these verses are not obviously referring to Satan’s origin.
KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH
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Now while the Bible doesn’t explicitly state how Satan came to be Satan, it does give us
some important insights into his character. Firstly, the Bible tells us clearly that Satan likes
wearing red leather A LOT because it goes well with the red flames of hell. …
1

Actually the Bible reveals to us that Satan has intellect and the capacity to reason (2
Corinthians 2:11; 11:3), he has Memory (Matthew 4:1-11) and he has Emotion (Luke
22:31).But unlike God, Satan has some clear limitations; he is not all knowing, all powerful
or present everywhere.
So what are Satan’s intentions according to Scripture?
Well, let me try to put it in the simplest form I can…. Satan is to Jesus and his followers as
Lex Luther is to Superman, or to put it more clearly, Satan is to Jesus as Dr Octopus is to
Spiderman. Satan wants to use the kryptonite of ‘temptation’ to take us down. …
Actually, the reality is that Satan is not an arch nemesis of God, but he’s a created being
who’s in rebellion against God, and his intention is to interfere with God’s plans and
purposes for having a relationship with mankind.
Right from the start in the book of Genesis we
see Satan deceiving Adam and Eve by
perverting the instructions God gave to them.
In the book of Matthew we see him tempting
Jesus, and Ephesians (6:11) also makes it clear
he tempts us as well. In Job we see him cause
physical and emotional suffering in the hope
of causing us to reject God.
We also see from Scripture that Satan tries to use our failings against us. Like a loan shark
he tries to use our disobedience to God as a debt that we owe God which we cannot
repay. This is a direct attack by Satan to undo Jesus primary purpose of reconciling us
with God by taking our punishment through dying for us.
Alright, so supposing Satan does exist for a
moment, one might reasonably ask, “Why
hasn’t God destroyed Satan if he is so evil and
his purpose is to undermine God’s work?” The
answer is that, like all creation, Satan has Godgiven free will, and God does not instantly
destroy something because it rebels against
him. In Scripture, God has clearly appointed a
time for judging the decisions of his creation. And Satan, like us will be held accountable
for his decisions and will at that time no longer be able to act against God.
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DAVE B Q3 to DAVE WHITE - EXORCISM:
Okay, this is all good stuff, but let’s bring it into
the present. Every time I rent a DVD, I see a new
title on the shelf featuring some demonically
possessed person all contorted like a yoga master,
and desperately in need of an exorcism.
Beyond Hollywood, did anyone see the AFI award
winning series John Safran versus God? Aussie
comedian, religious sceptic … Let’s take a look at a
clip. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJXTpWjoIag )

<VIDEO CLIP 2: JOHN SAFRAN VS. GOD = 2 MINUTES>
Dave—as both a Christian and a practicing medical doctor—I’d love your comments on Demonic
oppression and exorcism?

DAVE W Q3 – EXORCISM
Put your hand up if you’ve seen the movie
The Exorcist? One of the most well known
Christian practices is exorcism. Even if people
know virtually nothing else about
Christianity, they will at least have heard of
exorcism—so it’s definitely something we
want to look at tonight.
Christians obviously believe in supernatural
beings: God, Satan, angels and of course fallen angels or demons. As Christians we also
believe that humans are not merely physical beings but also beings with a spirit, and this
gives us the capacity to interact with other spiritual beings. As such we are not only
subject to purely physical forces but also to supernatural or spiritual forces. In the same
way as we believe we have the capacity to use our spiritual influence through prayer or
worship to God, we believe other spiritual beings have the capacity to influence us
through their own spiritual force, which brings us to ‘demon possession’ and exorcism.
The images we see in movies and the
concept of ‘demon possession’ usually
involves a person being literally possessed
and involuntarily overpowered, a demon
going inside their physical bodies,
controlling their every action, usually giving
them the power to walk backward down
stairs, froth at the mouth, make hideously
distorted faces and kill lots of people in terrifying ways. But the effect demons have on us
is not necessarily so extreme.
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What we know is that the Bible does indeed
mention evil spiritual beings, like Satan,
who have the capacity to spiritually interact
with humanity, just as God can interact and
influence us. And just as we can allow God
to have more or less influence over us by
actively seeking him, so too we can allow
evil spiritual power to have greater
influence and control over us through our
choices.
So how do we see Jesus dealing with evil spirits? Jesus deals with evil spirits multiple times
in the Bible and from these accounts we see there is a diversity in the presentation of
demonic influence. The demon possessed Gerasene showed enormous strength, cried
out loudly, and engaged in deliberate self-harm. Others cause physical manifestations of
being mute, or blind. …
TAMMY INTERJECTION to DAVE W – MISDIAGNOSIS
Dave as you know, throughout history people who had—what we now recognise to
be—mental or physical illnesses, such as Tourette’s syndrome, were mislabelled as
being demon possessed and subsequently received gross mistreatment.
DAVE W Q3 CONTINUED – EXORCISM
That’s a very important point thanks
Tammy, however, believing that there are
spiritual forces that can cause physical
manifestations doesn’t mean we label
every pathological sign as being caused
by a ‘demon’. And in fact in the first
instance we should always look to the
natural explanations and attempt to use
modern day validated treatments.
It would be easy for sceptics to look at the Bible today and dismiss every example of
‘demon influence’ as merely mislabelling a mental or physical illness, but the Bible in fact
makes a clear distinction. At times the Bible clearly identifies that a man being born blind
is the result of a natural and physical phenomenon, and other times we see Jesus
treating a physical condition as having some demonic component. Elsewhere in the Bible
we see that Hebrew culture did indeed have an understanding of mental illness as being
specifically separate and different from demonic activity such as in 1 Samuel 21:13 where
we see David pretend to be insane, and the King label him as being insane, not as merely
‘being possessed’.
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So this leads us to wonder then, are there any
modern day grounds for attempting to break
the influence evil spiritual forces have over us?
The answer to this question will depend on
what you believe. If you believe physical
matter is all there is then the idea of trying to
improve physical or mental conditions using
spiritual methods such as prayer is a
complete waste of time. And not surprisingly,
there is research which reflects this.
If on the other hand, you believe in spiritual forces, then you might try using some
spiritual methods to help people. Interestingly, in researching this talk I found there are
numerous psychiatric and medical professionals who publicly advocate that the use of
spiritual tools can have a real and measurable effect on people.
For example, in one study published in the American Journal of Psychiatry, the
respondents of the study, who were themselves Christian psychiatrists, reported the
Bible and prayer to be more effective than psychotropic medication or insight-based
psychotherapy in the treatment of grief reactions, sociopathy and alcoholism (Galanter,
Larson et al. 1991). This is not to say that we should abandon modern treatments, or that
prayer and the Bible should be used as first-line treatments of these conditions but it
suggests that there may be real benefits in certain cases to using spiritual methods to
battle evil spiritual influence in our lives.
But does this mean we should be exorcising
everyone just in case they are being influenced
by evil spiritual forces? The answer is that
exorcism is just the most extreme and widely
known form of spiritually removing the
power of evil spiritual forces. There are many
other more simple forms of breaking the
influence of spiritual evil not necessarily as
extreme as the classically dramatised
exorcisms.
Right here at KBC we have ministries which aim to help people overcome a wide diversity
of problems and issues in their lives using spiritual methods such as prayer. These
ministries are not intended to be a substitute
for modern day therapies and treatments, but
as a complement to ensure the spiritual
element of holistic care of a person is not
missed. Dr Chris Cook a Christian psychiatrist
concludes this: “As Christians in psychiatry,
then, we have an important responsibility. We
need to be informed of the findings and limits
of psychiatric research, so that we can offer
rational scientific explanations and treatments … where these exist. … However, we also
need to recognise that not all human problems will be explicable by medical science.”
KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH
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BEC REPLY to DAVE W – SYSTEMS OF EVIL
I’ve heard Tammy and Bruce speak of evil within
us, heard you Dave speak about Satan and
demons influencing us, but isn’t evil more than
just that? Hasn’t it corrupted the systems of the
world? Whether we are working in the coal
mines or the 25th floor as a CEO. Evil isn’t lurking
in some dungeon - Evil permeates into systems
and structures that form the fabric of our society.
We have all seen selfishness embedded into
larger systems – of family, business and
governments. Just as these things can be used
to bring peace and justice – they can also bring
the opposite!
Take government - a young man is imprisoned
in a North Korean prison camp. He attempted to
flee the country after witnessing more than one
million fellow Koreans starve to death - all because of political hostility. This man now
finds himself at the bottom of the food chain – oppressed by a corrupt government
obsessed with militarization. Or take business. That shirt you scored for 5 bucks? Or those
fantastic “dollar” stores? Cheap products right? But at what price? Sweat shops are still
very common practice. With literally millions of kids as young as five working up to 23
hours a day. Now these issues are off shore – out of sight out of mind yeh? Take your
neighbour. Even the Aussie dream of two kids and white picket fence is under threat.
Families are structures intended to provide love and support – if you’re lucky enough to
not be one of the 30,000 people abused each year by a parent or spouse. It’s not easy to
find the right story to tell. It could be set in Sudan, Russia, America or here! Evil does not
have to be some dudes with guns, or a serial killer. Whether it is a government, local
business or a perfect Barbie and Ken family – all these things can reflect a world where
evil has corrupted our social structures. These problems are not merely the circus tricks of
Satan. If we plant selfishness in these institutions then they grow into networks for evil
and not good.
Recently I was driving over the magnificent
Wivenhoe Dam. Now water is something very
important to our survival! We need it. Imagine if
we each dumped our waste over the dam wall? At
first we may not notice much – our rubbish is
gone. No problem. But eventually our waste
would become our drinking water! Our life giving
commodity would become polluted. Our systems
are similar. We are not saying that the systems themselves are inherently evil. We need
social structures – like governments, families and businesses for healthy communities.
But what about when they become polluted? When we buy into beliefs that we can solve
the problems, we need to make a profit, when our attention turns inwards. This is how
we kick a goal for the wrong team.
KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH
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In Ephesians 2:2 it tells us that Satan is the prince of air working through those who practice
disobedience. And who is that? Each one of us. We have all fallen – including those in the
Christian church. Satan may not have you strung up like a puppet, but he is hopeful for a
polluted system. And you and I have plenty of waste he wants to see poured into our
families and governments.
Right, seems we went from bad to worse! If evil is systemic what chance do we have?
The answer is Jesus. Before you all roll your eyes
here is how. No matter how greedy or selfish an
institution becomes, it will never be outside the
love of God. Where sin – our rebellion and
selfishness - left us damaged and separated from
God, Christ has left us restored.
His victory is not restricted to changing just the
rebellious person, but also to changing our own
institutions, governments and families.
Colossians 2:15 reads And having disarmed the powers and authorities, Jesus made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. That is the Christian hope, that Jesus
has disqualified Satan and his task masters. Bringing forgiveness and peace. The cross
was not the death of Christ but the beginning of a new way. The gospel is not a message
about individuals being saved from the world, but the world being transformed, right
down to its basic structures.
You and I are called to be active players in a
messy world. Martin Luther King and Nelson
Mandela are two examples of people, despite
their brokenness, taking part of a new way.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Christian
pastor and strong anti- Nazi resistant. He fought
against the movements of Hitler and the
genocide of the Jews. Bonhoeffer was not perfect
in his approach to challenge a crooked system - but summed up, what should be our
attitude as Christians when he said: it’s not ok for the Christian church to simply bandage
the victims under the wheel, but we must jam a spoke in the wheel itself.
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CONCLUSION (Dave B)
Please thank our panel.
Today we’ve explored a whole bunch of issues –
the existence of evil, our own bent nature, the
person of Satan, and even how this evil becomes
part of larger systems.
For all this, it’s easy to go wrong in two ways.
First, we dismiss evil as an illusion, or treat it as a
purely theoretical problem. Yet evil is personal—it’s close to home; it has to be
confronted.
And two, we go wrong when we give Satan more credit than he deserves, as though he’s
God’s equal rather than a Created being—like us—living in rebellion.
On both fronts, the right way is to focus on Jesus.
[[5pm: Before I wrap up, take a few minutes to reflect on the difference an encounter
with Jesus can make …]
<DIRECTIONS DRAMA 5PM ONLY = 4 MINUTES>
Well, what if evil is real? What if the devil exists? Does it make any difference today?
It did for my wife. As a sixteen year old nonChristian, confused about spiritual matters, Nikki
was invited to a deliverance service by her elder
sister. It was led by Jessie Padayachee—maybe
you know him. There was nothing superstitious
about it. A guy wanted to break a cycle of
harmful habits that were wrecking his life. Jessie
asked this guy to turn from his rebellion and
follow Jesus. And, then, out of nowhere, all hell broke loose: other voices, screaming,
writhing on the floor.
Without blinking, Jessie claimed the power of
Jesus over this man. And instantly this guy
became totally calm. He refocused, confessed his
sins, and just like that, he was free.
Through this encounter, my wife came to follow
Christ. In Nikki’s words, “In that one hour
experience I became aware of three things: 1) a
darkness like I had never known 2) That Jesus’ name conquers, and 3) I was a part of it all
whether I liked it or not.”
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When we’re aligned with God, we have nothing to
fear. It’s less about a show-down with holy water
and sacred crosses, spinning heads and crazy
encounters like the Exorcist. But it is about a truthencounter. On the cross, Jesus defeated evil. He
paid for the wrong we’ve done; he broke the
chains of sin that bind us, and bought us an ‘out
of gaol’ card from Satan whose lies held us
captive. When we acknowledge this truth—that Jesus is Lord—and turn to follow Him,
then Satan loses his foothold and we can be spiritually free.
Granted, the world is still broken. You may be a
victim of the kind of evil embedded in larger
systems that Bec spoke about. But because of
what Jesus did, we are not passive pawns in a
cosmic drama. We have a choice to make. We’ve
each played God and acted as though it’s all
about us. We’ve copied Satan’s rebellion, and
need to lay down our weapons and surrender to
God.4
Today is an awesome opportunity to deal with
whatever keeps you bound. If you want to talk
more, come back at 7pm for a Q&A panel
featuring Pastor Eric Whitley, and Ray and Nan
Peck who set up the MOREH course—Ministry of
Reconciliation and Emotional Healing.
In a moment I’ll pray, and whether you’re new to this whole God thing, or you’ve
committed to follow Jesus but you know you’re living in disobedience, then today you
can get right with God and find freedom. The prayer team will be up the front, and as we
get back into worship, we’d love for those who make a commitment to Jesus, or who
want prayer for deliverance from whatever is holding you back, to come forward. Maybe
you’ve been hurt by evil expressed even in systems like the church. If that’s you, then
we’d love to pray with you also, to find healing.
If there is such a thing as evil, and if the devil
really does exist, then this is no game. As C.S.
Lewis said, “There is no neutral ground in the
universe: every square inch, every split second, is
claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan.”
We are part of it whether we like it or not.

4

As C. S. Lewis puts it in The Problem of Pain, “We are not merely imperfect creatures that need improvement: we are
rebels that need lay down their arms.”
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Who do you choose?
For as Jesus said, “the thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. But I, Jesus, have come that
you may have life, and have life to the full.” This
day, choose life.
In your note-outline is a prayer of response. I’ll
pray it out loud, but if your desire is to follow
Christ, then join me as I pray, just between you
and God.
Let’s pray.
God, this world is not the way it’s supposed to be. I still see the good, but everything has been
damaged by evil. And while I can blame someone else, or even Satan, for the way it is, I know
that I’m part of the problem. My hands aren’t clean. I’ve done wrong things and fall short of
what you made me for. Please forgive me. Today, would you make me new and give me a
fresh start? Jesus, thank you for paying for my sins, and freeing me from Satan’s grip. Give me
your Spirit so I can walk in freedom. And would you come soon to judge this world and set
everything right. Thankyou that love won the cross, and evil will end when you return to rule.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Questions for Discussion
1. What impacted you most in this talk? Download the manuscript and small group
discussion guide from http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/diablo-anexamination-of-evil/ to jog your memory.
2. “The whole world is under the sway of the Evil One” (1 John 5:19). Is this how it seems to
you? Why, or why not? And what is evil anyway?
3. What might you say to—or ask—a materialist who dismisses the super-natural realm?
4. Milgram demonstrates our common capacity for evil. What, then, is the cause?
5. Often Christians speak of God and Satan as yin and yang, light and dark, good and evil—
co-eternal equals. Who is Satan, and where does this dualism get it wrong?
6. “Biblically, exorcism is less a power encounter, and more a truth encounter.” Discuss.
7. How does Jesus’ life and death deal with systemic evil in government, business, and
family? Name one such evil, and then discuss how we should live this side of the cross.
8. In response to seeing someone delivered, a non-Christian became aware of three things:
“A darkness I had never known; that Jesus’ name conquers; and I was a part of it whether I
liked it or not.” How have you responded to the existence of evil? Close in prayer.
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RESOURCES TO DIG DEEPER
Tight on time? … If you’ll read one book or magazine, try these:
Lutzer, Erwin W. The Serpent of Paradise: The Incredible Story of How Satan's Rebellion Serves God's
Purposes. Chicago, Ill: Moody Press, 1996.
“Spiritual Warfare: How to Respond when the Battle Comes to You.” Leadership Journal (Spring, 2012).
LeadershipJournal.net (e.g. John Ortberg article http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2012/spring/goodfight.html
or the interview with Erwin Lutzer http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2012/spring/contesteduniverse.html)
(See also http://www.buildingchurchleaders.com/downloads/urgentcare/warfare/ for downloads)

If you’re more the video kind of person, watch and discuss these movies and clips:
The Exorcism of Emily Rose (2005)
The Rite (2011)
“God’s Angels” (2012) 60 minutes special (http://sixtyminutes.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8443418)
“Is Satan Real” Nightline Debate (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2DdXxpibq8)
“John Safron vs. God” exorcism in 3 parts

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7wKfyUizGA
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cfphh7R9gH0
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFUAWUsbTA8
20-20 Report on Exorcism in 4 parts

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kn9GaVqeAEs&feature=relmfu
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTiGtIlMFSI&feature=related
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj3u46oO5s0&feature=relmfu
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiktEQfuuiM&feature=relmfu
Logos has also uploaded some key articles and mp3’s to
http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/diablo-an-examination-of-evil/

Following are a number of the books we read in preparation, not all from a Christian perspective,
but hopefully all thought provoking on the topic of Satan’s Existence, Evil, and Our Response:
Anderson, Neil T. The Bondage Breaker. Eugene, Or: Harvest House Publishers, 1990.
*Anderson, Neil T. The Bondage Breaker--the Next Step. Eugene, Or: Harvest House Publishers,
2011.
Anderson, Neil T. Restored: 7 Steps to Freedom in Christ. Oxford: Monarch, 2007.
Anderson, Neil T. Victory Over the Darkness. Ventura, Calif: Regal, 2000.
Anderson, Neil T., and Timothy M. Warner. The Beginner's Guide to Spiritual Warfare: Using Your
Spiritual Weapons, Defending Your Family, Recognizing Satan's Lies. Ann Arbor, Mich: Servant
Publications, 2000.
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Appleby, David W. It's Only a Demon: A Model of Christian Deliverance. Winona Lake, Ind: BMH
Books, 2009.
*Aulen, Gustav. Christus Victor. [S.l.]: SPCK Pub, 2010 [1931].
Beekmann, Sharon. Silencing Satan: Handbook of Biblical Demonolgy. Eugene: Wipf & Stock
Publishers, 2012.
Boersma, Hans. Violence, Hospitality, and the Cross: Reappropriating the Atonement Tradition.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2004.
Carus, Paul. The History of the Devil and the Idea of Evil. LaVergne, TN: Kessinger Pub, 2010 [1899].
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor, and Susan McReynolds. Brothers Karamazov. New York: W. W. Norton,
2010.
*Guinness, Os. Unspeakable: Facing Up to Evil in an Age of Genocide and Terror. San Francisco:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2005.
Hayford, Jack W., and Rebecca Hayford Bauer. Penetrating the Darkness: Keys to Ignite Faith,
Boldness and Breakthrough. Grand Rapids, Mich: Chosen Books, 2011.
Hogg, M., and Vaughan, G. Social Psychology, 6th ed. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2011.
Huxley, Aldous. The Devils of Loudon. New York: Carroll & Graf Publishers, 1996.
*Kraft, Charles H. Defeating Dark Angels: Breaking Demonic Oppression in the Believer's Life.
Ann Arbor, Mich: Vine Books, 1992.
Lewis, C. S., and Pauline Baynes. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. New York: HarperCollins,
1994.
Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. [San Francisco]: HarperSanFrancisco, 2001.
*Lewis, C. S., and C. S. Lewis. The Screwtape Letters: With Screwtape Proposes a Toast. San
Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2001.
*Lutzer, Erwin W. The Serpent of Paradise: The Incredible Story of How Satan's Rebellion Serves
God's Purposes. Chicago, Ill: Moody Press, 1996.
*McCallum, Dennis. Satan and His Kingdom: What the Bible Says and How It Matters to You.
Minneapolis, Minn: Bethany House, 2009.
*Murphy, Edward F. The Handbook for Spiritual Warfare. Nashville: T. Nelson, 2003.
*Oropeza, B. J. 99 Answers to Questions About Angels, Demons & Spiritual Warfare. Downers
Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1997.
Pagels, Elaine H. The Origin of Satan. New York: Random House, 1995.
Payne, Karl I. Spiritual Warfare: Christians, Demonization, and Deliverance. Washington, D.C.:
WND Books, 2011.
Peck, M. Scott. Glimpses of the Devil: A Psychiatrist's Personal Accounts of Possession, Exorcism,
and Redemption. New York: Free Press, 2005.
Peck, M. Scott. People of the Lie: The Hope for Healing Human Evil. New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1983.
Percy, Walker. Lancelot. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1977.
Plantinga, Alvin. God, Freedom and Evil. Grand Rapids, Mich: William B. Eerdmans, 2008.
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Van Inwagen, Peter. Christian Faith and the Problem of Evil. Grand Rapids, Mich: W.B. Eerdmans
Pub, 2004.
Van Inwagen, Peter. The Problem of Evil: The Gifford Lectures Delivered in the University of St.
Andrews in 2003. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006.
Wiersbe, Warren W. The Strategy of Satan: How to Detect and Defeat Him. Carol Stream, Ill:
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995.
*Wink, Walter. Engaging the Powers: Discernment and Resistance in a World of Domination.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992.
Wink, Walter. Naming the Powers: The Language of Power in the New Testament. Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1984.
Wink, Walter. The Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium. New York: Doubleday, 1998.
Wink, Walter. Unmasking the Powers: The Invisible Forces That Determine Human Existence.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986.
Wright, Christopher J. H. The God I Don't Understand: Reflections on Tough Questions of Faith.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2008. (Chapters 6-8 on “What about the cross?” pp109-57)
*Wright, N. T. Evil and the Justice of God. Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Books, 2006.

KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH

25

LOGOS MINISTRY 2012

Thought Provokers: Stuff to Shape Your Und erstand ing of Evil
The Spiritual Reality of Demons and its Impact on the Christian Life5
Do you believe in Satan? That behind what we see and experience in this life, there are malevolent spiritual
forces at work? Every one of us experiences deep struggles in life. Whether it’s in our home life, our
relationships with our spouses and children, at work, our health, or in our spiritual walk, we find the right
way... difficult. Almost as if something is weighing us down, or holding us back.
The existence of Satan and demons is controversial. Spiritual leaders & teachers of all denominations
believe all manner of different ideas about the spiritual world. We are deeply confused about Satan and
demons.
Our modern culture doesn’t help – TV shows and movies paint Satan as God’s enemy; his equal; the red,
horned, goat-footed, pitchfork wielding ruler of Hell, who delights in tormenting and punishing those who
are damned. Pop culture celebrates dark supernatural forces – it permeates our movies, our books, our TV
shows. Think Twilight or Harry Potter. I could go on.
At the same time, atheists argue that we live in material world only, that the supernatural doesn’t exist,
and was merely primitive humanity’s attempts to understand things that science has laid bare. We are told
that we should only believe what we can taste, touch, see, smell and hear; things that we can prove with a
scientific empirical mindset.
We also have Eastern New Age mystics; spiritual gurus teaching that good and evil, like ying and yang, are
eternal opposites, woven throughout the universe in perpetual balance.
What about the Bible? Does it have anything to say about Satan; about who is he is, what his purpose is,
what his methods are? Not surprisingly, the Bible actually teaches us quite a bit.
Before we take a look, however, it’s important to acknowledge that in the midst of all this confusion, that
this is a controversial topic. Many of the passages referred to below have been argued over by theologians
for years. We have presented here one interpretation. But it is an interpretation that we believe is biblically
sound, and accords with the teachings of Kenmore Baptist Church.

Our Three Enemies
When we open the Bible, we quickly learn that God has a great plan, but that something went wrong. God’s
commands for our life are not burdensome (1 John 5:3), yet we all struggle to be obedient to them. We
have all fallen short when it comes to keeping God’s commandments.
The Bible sets out that the Christian faces three great enemies, which exert powerful influence in order to
prevent us from living in accordance with God’s plan; our flesh, the world and Satan & his demons. We need
to understand each of these, and how they fit together in the bigger picture so we are aware what we are
facing.
Our first enemy is our own flesh. We need to realise that sometimes when we struggle, it’s not the Devil,
but rather our own inward desires. When the Bible talks about our flesh, such as in Romans 7, its not
talking about the material part of us, but is using the term as a metaphor to describe what happened to
humanity at the Fall. All the good desires that God placed within us were twisted and tainted, so rather
than celebrating the Giver, we perverted the gift and desired it, to our own destruction.

5

The notes for this section, and the next “Are you battle ready?” are compiled by Steve Baso, based upon a sermon
preached by Dan Pat erson at Ashgrove Baptist: “Battle Ready (Eph 6:10-18)”—see http://www.ashgrove.org.au/
display/Podcasts/Home. For a permanent link to the mp3 audio, visit http://www.mediafire.com/?c756nzyxyaccgc8.
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Flesh refers to those desires within us that are sinful, that are innately opposed to what God wants. The
Bible says that our heart is wicked, and evil desires flow from it (Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15:19). These
wicked desires are perversions of God’s original plan. Food and the ability to enjoy it through taste, were
gifts from God, to be enjoyed. Similarly, sex is a gift from God, to be enjoyed between a husband and wife.
Gluttony, however, and lust are perversions of this original good gift from God.
Our second enemy is the world. I don’t mean Planet Earth, which we are commanded to tend and care for
(Genesis 2:15). When the Bible speaks of the world, it is talking about the human & worldly systems and
philosophies that are created when humanity’s flesh desires are being played out. The Bible warns us “love
not the world” (1 John 2:15) and they remind us that to be a friend of the world is to be an “enemy of God”
(James 4:4).
The Scripture breaks worldliness into three component parts, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and
the pride of life. (1 John 2:16-17)
The “lust of the flesh” (sensualism) is a craving for anything that gratifies the senses. There is of course a
legitimate satisfaction of bodily needs, but when we glut our senses, it becomes animal-like self-indulgence.
When we allow the appetite for food to become excessive; when we permit the exercise of sexual
relationships to become illicit – all this is sinful and worldly.
The “lust of the eyes” (materialism) is a covetous itching to own what we see. It is the selfish desire that
rises when we see things which we really don’t need but want. It is the longing to possess, the desire to get,
the eagerness to acquire. The “lust of the eyes” is dreaming about that new “something” which we
someday hope to get.
The “pride of life” (egotism) is the desire to enhance one’s own prestige and to push ourselves up. It is the
hankering to inflate our own reputations. It is an attempt to get the spotlight shining on ourselves. The
“pride of life” is putting on an air of “being somebody” a vain display of who we are – perhaps by the way
we talk, or how much money we spend on a wedding, etc.

Our Third Enemy: Satan
Every believing Christian is subjected to the influences of the world from without, and the persuasions of
the flesh from within. But beyond both these enemies is the Devil, seeking to hold us in captivity.

Who is Satan?
There are over 25 different names or titles of Satan in the Scripture:
Abaddon (Revelation 9:11); accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10); adversary (1 Peter 5:8);
Apollyon [meaning destroyer] (Revelation 9:11); Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke
11:15); Belial (2 Corinthians 6:15); the Devil (Matthew 4:1); dragon (Revelation 12:9 and 20:2); the
enemy (Matthew 13:39); father of all lies (John 8:44); god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4); Lucifer
(Isaiah 14:12); that old serpent (Revelation 12:9 and 20:2); power of darkness (Colossians 1:13);
prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2); prince of this world (John 12:31); rulers of the
darkness of this world (Ephesians 6:12); Satan (Job 1:6); serpent (Genesis 3:1); son of perdition (John
17:12); the tempter (Matthew 4:3); the wicked one (Matthew 13:19)
The Bible says that in the beginning, there was God. He existed, and created all that is – physical and
spiritual, material & immaterial. He created humanity as the pinnacle of Creation, and he gifted s with free
will – the ability to choose to love Him.
He also created angels – spiritual beings designed to worship Him & do His will. Some controversial
passages of Scripture (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19) seem to intimate that Satan was the chief
worshiper, in charge of all other angels. However, rather than fulfil his function and worship God, he grew
proud, and sought to displace God, and ascend the throne himself. He led an insurrection of a third of
created angels, who were kicked out of heave & became what we would call demons (Revelation 12:3-4; 2
Peter 2:4; Jude 6).
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Our world often thinks in terms of balance; that for good to exist, there must be evil. This is not what the
Bible says. Satan is not God’s equal. He is a created being. He is powerful, yes, but he is nothing like God. He
is not omnipresent, rather he is bound to a single location in space & time. He is not omniscient; he cannot
know our thoughts. He is not omnipotent – as a created being, he is below the Creator, less than that
Creator. Satan can only do what God gives him space to do, what God permits him to do (Job 1:12, 2:6; 1
Corinthians 10:13). For some reason in God’s providence and plan he has seen fit to include Satan in the
unfolding of human history... perhaps to test. Perhaps to show the greatness of his power in overcoming.
We don’t know.

How does Satan Work?
Satan was the originator of sin (1 John 3:8); the Scripture calls him a “murderer from the beginning”, and “a
liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). The devil’s interaction with humanity has always been to originate
sin and tempt others to sin. He and his demons are opposed to God and his purposes; they come to steal,
kill and destroy (John 10:10).
The Bible describes Satan and his demons act in a variety of different ways. There seems to be some
hierarchy or structure within the demonic ranks; the book of Daniel refers to demonic princes having power
over geographical locations (or possibly human empires). And the New Testament clearly presents
individual demons, who oppressed or tormented individuals (Matthew 12:29; Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:33-37).
Demons use lies (John 8:44) and deception (Revelation 12:9) and every kind of destructive behaviour to try
to cause people to turn away from God (John 10:10). They blind people to the Gospel (2 Corinthians 4:4)
and keep people captive to things which hinder them from coming to God (Galatians 4:8). While they
cannot read a person’s thoughts, they have spent all of human history observing us, and their
understanding of human nature must be profound.
Paul warns us that Satan parades as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) in his effort to deceive. For this
reason, Scripture warns us to test the spirits to see whether they are from God (1 John 4:1). We should be
like the Bereans, who were commended by Luke for diligently testing the words they received against the
Scriptures, to be sure they were of God (Acts 17:11). When a word is spoken to you, test it. It may not be
God, or your mind talking.
The Scriptures present a very dark scenario when it comes to the demonic. Satan is powerful; he is the ruler
of this age; the whole world is in his grip (1 John 1:19). We were born into a kingdom of darkness.
The Good News is that there is an incredible power breaking in from the outside.

What Jesus Has Done
The New Testament presents Jesus as the second Adam (Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:45). While the
first Adam failed in the Garden of Eden, Jesus faces Satan afresh. Satan tried to murder him after his birth
(Matthew 2:13, 16) and tempted him after his baptism (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). But the second
Adam didn’t give in (Hebrews 4:15).
Throughout his ministry, Jesus confronted many demon-possessing individuals. As he was empowered by
the Holy Spirit, they fall down before him and he casts them out (Mark 1:25; 3:11-12; 9:25 eg). One of
Satan’s great temptations to Jesus was to win the nations by worshipping Satan, rather than by going to the
Cross (Matthew 4:8-10; Luke 4:7-8). But Jesus overcame, He went to the Cross and died in our place.
We talk about Jesus dying for our sin a lot; it’s what we think of when we think of the Gospel. Yet for the
first 1000 years of church history, that’s not how they talked about the Gospel. While Scripture absolutely
teaches that when Jesus died as a substitute in our place, for our sin, to satisfy the just requirements of
God, to judge sin, to let his wrath be poured out on him, the early Christians chose to speak of the Gospel in
another way the Scriptures speak of... Jesus set us free from the power of Satan and sin and death. It’s a
doctrine called christus victor.
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The early Christians would say that on the Cross, Jesus defeated Satan finally. It wasn’t a struggle, or a
battle, or a fight between equals. Jesus defeated Satan completely, absolutely disarming his power
(Colossians 2:15).
We often think that Satan won some sort of victory at the cross (or that he thought he did), and the Jesus
rose triumphant 3 days later. Not so. Jesus defeated Satan on the Cross. He didn’t give into temptation to
avoid the Cross, he never sinned, and the second Adam did what the first Adam could not. He was obedient
to God to the last.
The resurrection was confirmation that what Jesus said and did stands. Because of the cross, Satan no
longer has his authority over those who are in Jesus (Hebrews 2:14-15). God came from the outside, a light
into darkness, to rescue us out of the kingdom of darkness and to bring us into the Kingdom of Light, the
glorious kingdom of his Son (Colossians 1:13-14).
As a result, if anyone calls on the name of Jesus, not only are their sins forgiven, not only is God’s wrath
satisfied, not only do they received innocence and purity in His sight, but now, where Satan was free to
tempt and influence and oppress, he is not any longer. Jesus is victorious over Satan, sin and death. The
great call of Christus victor is CHRIST IS VICTORIOUS!
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Are You ‘Battle Ready’ 6
Every day holds challenges and temptations for the Christ follower. Why is that reading the Bible is so hard?
Why is it that living for Jesus is so hard? Why is it that dealing with sin and repenting is so hard? Why is it
such a struggle to serve others in love, to go on mission, to reach out in our workplace?
Because every day we struggle against the desires of our flesh (Roman 7:14-25) and the external influences
of a world under the control of the devil (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4). And every day, we face a spiritual
battle against Satan and his demons, who work to bring those inward desires and outward opportunities
together.
The good news is that we are not along in the struggle. We are one with Christ, seated with him in heavenly
places (Ephesians 2:6). We have the Holy Spirit living within us (Romans 8:9, 26). Christ has already
defendant Satan! On the Cross, Jesus made a public spectacle out of Satan (Colossians 1:13-14; Hebrews
2:14-15).
With that in mind, let’s have a look at Ephesians 6:10-17 (ESV):
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armour of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
Therefore take up the whole armour of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm.
Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of
peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God,
Let’s take a look at the first piece of the armour: the belt of truth. Jesus calls Satan a liar and the father of
lies (John 8:44). The first thing Satan did to lead humanity away from God was to tell a lie. We exchanged
the truth of God for a lie (Romans 1:25), and it all began to go wrong. Adam and Eve did; you and I do it. We
all struggle from believing lies.
The only way to counter a lie is with the truth. We need to transform our mind, fill our mind with God’s
truth. We need to regularly meditating on the Word (Psalm 1:1-2). We need to have trusted friends be it
our spouse, or small group members – who we allow to speak Gods truth into our lives, even if it hurts
(Proverbs 27:6).
The next piece of the armour is the breastplate of righteousness. The Roman breastplate, above all else,
was designed to protect one part of the human body – the heart. Scripture admonishes us to guard our
heart, for it is the wellspring of life (Proverbs 4:23). What you have in your heart will ultimately decide the
course of your life, so it is essential that we guard it from all kinds of evil.
Righteousness protects our heart. Whose righteousness is it? Surely not our own; our righteousness is like
filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). Jesus earned a righteousness for us that we could never attain. He became sin for
us, so we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). If you belong to him, God sees you
through what Christ has done. He sees you as perfect, blameless.
Satan wants us to think we cannot approach God because of our sin and brings condemnation against us.
He is called the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10). But Scripture reassures us that there is no
condemnation in Christ (Romans 8:1). When Satan brings out your sin, rather than trying to stand in your
righteousness (as ragged as it is) rest in what Jesus has done for you.

6

Notes compiled by Steve Baso, based upon a sermon preached by Dan Paterson at Ashgrove Baptist: “Battle Ready
(Eph 6:10-18)”. For a permanent link to the mp3 audio, visit http://www.mediafire.com/?c756nzyxyaccgc8.
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The third piece is the shoes of the preparation of the gospel. Being barefoot in the midst of a battle is not a
good idea. You want firm footing, to make sure you don’t fall. Satan wants to convince us that it’s not your
job to do... whatever we were thinking God might want us to do. He wants us lethargic.
We need to recognise that everything God gives to us, is so that we might worship him and reach out to
others. We are blessed to be a blessing. The gospel is good news for all mankind... not just us. We should
always be ready to share the gospel in whatever circumstances we find ourselves.
This means that we should study and memorisation Scripture, practice our testimony, and have the gospel
message clear in our mind, so we are “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have.” (1 Peter 3:15).
The next piece of armour is the shield of faith. Satan has a great ability to bring an unanswerable doubt to
our mind. He can get us questioning, wondering whether God’s promises are truly trustworthy. Does God
really love me? Does he really forgive that sin... the one that I’ve struggled with over and over and over
again for the years? We all have one.
In every doubt, there is opportunity for faith. Faith is not some ephemeral thing. It comes from a deep
confidence and trust that is nurtured as we see God fulfil his plan and his purpose over and over again. God
has littered Scripture with fulfilled prophecy. Time and again, he has fulfilled his word. He grows faith in
each of us as he helps us overcome difficulties in our lives, through the quiet assurance of his presence, a
timely word of scripture, an overpowering sense of his love.
The fifth piece of armour is the helmet of salvation. Interestingly, Paul changes verbs in introducing the
next two pieces of armour. All the previous pieces were things that we take up or put on; the word Paul
uses for taking the helmet and the sword is dechomai, which means not merely ‘take’ but ‘receive’. The
helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit are gifts from the Lord, things provided and offered by Him.
Satan will try his utmost to undermine your confidence that you really belong to Jesus. He will whisper to us
that we’re not really saved. If we were, we’d be more passionate, we’d be more successful in resisting sin.
God wants you to receive an assurance that if you have genuinely repented and placed your faith in Jesus,
then you have received salvation. The entire book of 1 John was written so that Christians could be assured
they were in Christ (1 John 5:13).
The final piece of the armour of god is the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God. A sword can be
used for defence, but it is also a weapon. We can see examples of both of these uses by Jesus. When he
was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, Jesus used the Word of God defensively; to defeat the
temptations Satan was attacking Him with (Matthew 4:1-11). And when Jesus returns to set up his
millennial reign, He will come girded for war, with the sword of the spirit coming out of His mouth
(Revelation 19:13-15).
Jesus said that “from the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully
advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it”. He later say that the very gates of hell shall not prevail against
this church (Matthew 16: 18). These are offensive terms Jesus wants us to be moving forward, actively
using his Word to fight against the spiritual forces of darkness that hold sway in the world.
The Romans developed the use of the gladius, a short sword with which the conquered the world. They did
this due to two factors: training and practice. The length of the sword was a liability unless they knew how
to use it with proper techniques, which required extensive practice.
The proper use of our sword is not something that will come automatically. We need to train with our
sword, and we need to be practiced in using it. We need to be living in the Word – studying it, memorising
it, relying on it. Jesus likens God’s word to bread (Matthew 4:4). If we don’t eat, we grow weak, faint and
even the simplest task becomes difficult. If we are not ‘eating’ God’s word, the same will happen in our
Christian life.
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We find in Hebrews 4:12 a short but profound description of the Word of God:
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
The curious thing about a double-edged sword is that while the extra edge increases its effectiveness, it
also increases the risk to the wielder. If you came up against an opponent who was stronger than you, they
could force your weapon backwards, and the second edge would cut you. You could be hurt by your own
weapon.
The Word of God is the same. God works powerfully through His Word. But it is very dangerous for a
Christian to pick up the Word of God and use it foolishly, or use it out of context. We need to be wise in our
use of the Word. The Word of God should be used in the spirit of the Gospel, to point people to Jesus, to
set the captives free. Every Scripture should be shared in such a way to point people toward Jesus (John
5:39).

(Graf work by Brisbane artist, James Alley, 2012)
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A Snapshot of Diablo Across the Ages in Literature
Paul Carus, The History of the Devil and the Idea of Evil from the Earliest Times to the Present Day (1899) 7
It’s not light bedtime reading, but across 500 pages and 350 illustrations, he
introduces us to “the prestige of the Devil.” In Carus’ words, “The pedigree of the Evil
One is older than the oldest European aristocracy and royal families; it antedates the
Bible and is more ancient than the Pyramids”
For Egyptians the powers of darkness were feared and worshiped as Set. For
Chaldeans it was the great dragon Tiamat. The Persians call him Angra Mainyu, the
demon of darkness and mischief. For Teutons and Norseman he was Loki, the evil
trickster. For Muslims, this shady character is Shaitan, surrounded by legions of
jinn, or bad spirits waiting to test your soul.
And it’s not just monotheists with these strange beliefs. “The demonologies of
the Japanese and Chinese are perhaps more extensive than our own.” Hindus fear
Kali, the bloodthirsty bearer of death. She devours all life, trampling underfoot her own husband, making
all men ever since a bit nervous. Or for Buddhists, evil has the face of Mâra, the tempter, the father of lust
and sin. Like the Chaldean bronze tablet discovered by archaeologists from millennia before, Mâra is
depicted as the Prince of this world who holds the wheel of life and death.
Direct quotations from Carus
“While the idea of God has received much attention from philosophers and progressive theologians, its
counterpart, the dark figure of the Evil One, has been much neglected. And yet the Devil is, after all, a very
interesting personality, grotesque, romantic, humorous, pathetic, nay, even grand and tragic. And if we
have to declare that the idea of God is a symbol signifying an actual presence in the world of facts, should
we not expect that the idea of the Devil also represents a reality?”
“The most civilised nations on earth still preserve in their ancient legends traces of having at an early period
of their religious development immolated human beings in propitiation of angry deities. When the glory of
Athens was at its climax, Euripides dramatically represented the tragic fate of Polyxena who was sacrificed
on the tomb of Achilles in order to pacify the dead hero's spirit and thereby ensure the safe return of the
Greek army. Progress in civilisation led to a modification but not to a direct abolition of human sacrifices.
We find among more advanced savages, and even at the dawn of a higher civilisation, a practice whereby
the victim, be it a child, a virgin, or a youth is offered up without slaughtering, and has a chance either to
escape by good luck or to be rescued by some daring deed. Traces of this conception are found in the tales
of Perseus and Andromeda, of Palnatoke the marksman, who, like William Tell, shot an apple from his
child's head, of Susano, in Japanese folk-lore, who slew the eight-headed serpent that annually devoured
one of the daughters of a poor peasant, and similar ancient legends.”
“It has long since been noted that the conception of this struggle stands in curious parallelism to the verses
of the Apocalypse (Rev. xii, 7-9): 'And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in
heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth
the whole world.' We are also reminded of the words of Isaiah, xxiv. 21, 22: 'The Lord shall punish the host
of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered
together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison.'”

7

Carus wrote at the height of enlightenment confidence, that as science rose, superstition would fall. He personally
dismisses the existence of the devil as a projection of our fears and the dark side of life onto a mythical being. He
holds to a form of monism, that all is ultimately one, and evil is just another angle on the world—not real in itself.
Thus, his history—while well researched—is far from a ‘neutral’ take on the world, as you’ll see in his later comments
recorded here.
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“The daêvas, the deities of the irresistible forces of nature, were pacified by sacrifices.”
“The prophet Zechariah speaks of Satan as an angel whose office it is to accuse and to demand the
punishment of the wicked. In the Book of Job, where the most poetical and grandest picture of the Evil One
is found, Satan appears as a malicious servant of God, who enjoys performing the functions of a tempter,
torturer, and avenger. He accuses unjustly, like a State's attorney who prosecutes from a mere habit of
prosecution, and delights in convicting even the innocent, while God's justice and goodness are not called
in question.”
“The present world remains in the power of Satan until the prophecy of the second advent of Christ be
fulfilled, and we had better be prepared for meeting his onslaughts; as says the author of the first epistle of
St. Peter: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, the Devil, as a roaring lion walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour." In addition to his old names of Satan, Beelzebub, and Devil (which latter appears
first in Jesus Sirach), the Evil One is called in the New Testament the prince of this world, the great dragon,
the old serpent, the prince of the devils, the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disbelief, the Antichrist. Satan is represented as the founder of an empire that struggles with
and counteracts the kingdom of God upon earth. He is powerful, but less powerful than Christ and his
angels. He is conquered and doomed through Christ, but he is still unfettered.”
“In the thirteenth century the Devil reached the acme of his influence, and it is only possible to give a
meagre sketch of the Devil's activity during this period. Nothing extraordinary could happen without its
being attributed to him, and to the people of the Middle Ages many things, ordinary to us, were very
extraordinary. … Others describe special kinds of devils, such as the devil of blasphemy, the dance-devil, the
servant's devil, the hunting devil, the drink-devil, the wedlock-devil, the devil of unchastity, the miser's
devil, the devil of tyranny, the laziness devil, the pride devil, the pantaloon devil, the gambling devil, the
courtier's devil, and the pestilence devil.”
“The saddest side of the Devil's history appears in the persecution of those who were supposed to be
adherents of the Devil; namely, sectarians, heretics, and witches. The most ridiculous accusations were
made and believed of the Manichees, the Montanists, the Novatian Puritans or Cathari, the Albigenses, and
other dissenters. They were said to worship the Devil by most obscene ceremonies, and their intercourse
with him was described most minutely as indecent and outrageous. In times of a general belief in witchcraft
and the Devil's power, nobody was safe against the accusation of being in the service of Satan.”
“The Reformation, although in many respects a great advance did not introduce a sudden change in the
belief in the Devil. Nevertheless, the tendency becomes more and more apparent to interpret Satan in
psychological terms, and instead of expecting him in the horrors of nature or in the objective reality of our
surroundings, to find him in our own hearts where he appears as temptation in all forms, as allurement,
ambition, vanity, as the vain pursuit of fortune, power, and worldly pleasures.”
“The horrors of Devil worship, of the Inquisition, and of witch-prosecution were the natural consequences
of a misconception of the nature of evil. They were the visitations that necessarily followed in the footsteps
of a most abandoned ignorance. They oppressed mankind like a dreadful nightmare, like ghastly
hallucinations of a feverish brain, and the disease passed away slowly, very slowly, only when the light of
science, which is the divine revelation that is taking place now, gradually began to dispel the gloomy
shadows of the night and revealed the superstitious character of the belief that had begotten the crimes of
the dark ages.”
“The personal Devil is dead in science, but he is still alive even in Protestant countries among the
uneducated, and the number of those who belong to this category is legion. The Salvation Army is still in
our midst singing: "Come join our army, the foe must be driven; To Jesus, our captain, the world shall be
given. If hell should surround us we'll press through the throng. The Salvation Army is marching along." …
The Devil of the Salvation Army proves that there is still a need of representing spiritual ideas in drastic
allegories; but though Satan is still painted in glaring colors, he has become harmless and will inaugurate no
more witch-prosecutions. He is curbed and caged, so that he can do no more mischief. We smile at him as
we do at a tiger behind the bars in a zoölogical garden.”
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“In popular literature the Devil plays a most important role. While he is still regarded as the incarnation of
all physical and moral evil, his main office has become that of a general mischief-worker in the universe;
without him there would be no plot, and the story of the world would lose its interest. He appears as the
critic of the good Lord, as the representative of discontent with existing conditions, he inspires men with
the desire for an increase of wealth, power, and knowledge; he is the mouth-piece of all who are anxious
for a change in matters political, social, and ecclesiastical. He is identified with the spirit of progress so
inconvenient to those who are satisfied with the existing state of things, and thus he is credited with
innovations of all kinds, the aspiration for improvement as well as the desire for the overthrow of law and
order. In a word, he is characterised as the patron of both reform and evolution.”
“Mythology being always a popular metaphysics, it is a matter of course that the idea of evil has been
personified among all nations. There is no religion in the world but has its demons or evil monsters who
represent pain, misery, and destruction. In Egypt the powers of darkness were feared and worshipped
under various names as Set or Seth, Bess, Typhon, etc. Though the ancient Gods of Brahmanism are not
fully differentiated into evil and good deities, we have yet the victory of Mahâmâya, the great goddess,
over Mahisha, the king of the giants. Buddhists call the personification of evil Mâra, the tempter, the father
of lust and sin, and the bringer of death. Chaldean sages personify the chaos that was in the beginning, in
Tiamat, the monster of the deep. The Persians call him Angra Mainyu or Ahriman, the demon of darkness
and of mischief, the Jews call him Satan the fiend, the early Christians, Devil (διάβολος), i. e., slanderer,
because, as in the story of Job, he accuses man, and his accusations are false. The old Teutons and
Norsemen called him Loki. The Middle Ages are full of devils, and demonologies of the Japanese and
Chinese are perhaps more extensive than our own. The evolution of the idea of evil as a personification is
one of the most fascinating chapters in history, and the changes which characterise the successive phases
are instructive.”
“The conception of evil in its successive personifications would be humorous if most of its pages (especially
those on witch-prosecution) were not at the same time very sad. But for that reason we must recognise the
prestige of the Devil. The pedigree of the Evil One is older than the oldest European aristocracy and royal
families; it antedates the Bible and is more ancient than the Pyramids.”
“True enough, the idea of a personal Devil is as imaginary as a fairy, or an elf, or a hobgoblin; true also that
there is no evil in itself, and no goodness in itself; the dualism of the Manichees is untenable. The evil
principle cannot be conceived as an independent substance, essence, or entity. But for that reason we
cannot shut our eyes to its real and positive existence.”
“Evil personified appears at first sight repulsive.
But the more we study the personality of the
Devil, the more fascinating it becomes. In the
beginning of existence the Evil One is the
embodiment of everything unpleasant, then of
everything bad, evil, and immoral. He is hatred,
destruction, and annihilation incarnate, and as
such he is the adversary of existence, of the
Creator, of God. The Devil is the rebel of the
cosmos, the independent in the empire of a tyrant,
the opposition to uniformity, the dissonance in
universal harmony, the exception to the rule, the
particular in the universal, the unforeseen chance
that breaks the law; he is the individualising
tendency, the craving for originality, which bodily
upsets the ordinances of God that enforce a
definite kind of conduct; he overturns the monotony that would permeate the cosmic spheres if every
atom in unconscious righteousness and with pious obedience slavishly followed a generally prescribed
course.”
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Augustine on Satan and Evil, Confessions, City of God, Enchiridion, and various other writings (~400AD)8
Greg Koukl comments:
“The problem of evil be phrased in several ways. One approach addresses the origin
of evil, prompting the syllogism (a series of statements that form a reasoned
argument): 1) God created all things; 2) evil is a thing; 3) therefore, God created
evil. If the first two premises are true, the conclusion is inescapable.
This formulation, if sustained, is devastating for Christianity. God would not be
good if He knowingly created evil.
Augustine realized that the solution was tied to the question: What is evil? The
argument above depends on the idea that evil is a thing (note the second
premise). But what if evil is not a "thing" in that sense? Then evil did not need
creating. If so, our search for the source of evil will take us in a another direction
Augustine approached the problem from a different angle. He asked: Do we have any convincing evidence
that a good God exists? If independent evidence leads us to conclude that God exists and is good, then He
would be incapable of creating evil. Something else, then, must be its source.
If Augustine's approach is fair, it prompts a pair of syllogisms that lead to a different conclusion. First: 1) All
things that God created are good; 2) evil is not good; 3) therefore, evil was not created by God. Second: 1)
God created every thing; 2) God did not create evil; 3) therefore, evil is not a thing.
The key to success here, is the truthfulness of two premises. If Augustine can offer evidence through
natural theology that God exists as Creator and also that God is good, making everything He created also
good, then the conclusion—evil is not a thing—automatically follows.
This is Augustine's strategy. If evil is not a thing, then the case against Christianity stated in the original
syllogism is unsound because one of its premises is false. The critical question is: What is evil?
Taken directly from Augustine:
“Where is evil then, and whence, and how crept it in hither? What is its root, and what its seed? Or hath
it no being?" (Augustine, Confessions, VII: [V] 7.)
"Evil has no positive nature; but the loss of good has received the name 'evil.'" (Augustine, The City of
God, XI, CHAP. 9.)
"All which is corrupted is deprived of good."( Augustine, Confessions, VII: [XII] 18.)
Koukl again comments:
“The diminution of the property of goodness is what's called evil. Good has substantial being; evil does not.
It is like a moral hole, a nothingness that results when goodness is removed. Just as a shadow is no more
than a "hole" in light, evil is a hole in goodness.
To say that something is evil, then, is a shorthand way of saying it either lacks goodness, or is a lower order
of goodness than what ought to have been. But the question remains: "Whence and how crept it in
hither?"”
Augustine observed that evil could not be chosen because there is no evil thing to choose. One can only
turn away from the good, that is from a greater good to a lesser good (in Augustine's hierarchy) since all
things are good.
"For when the will abandons what is above itself, and turns to what is lower, it becomes evil—not
because that is evil to which it turns, but because the turning itself is wicked." (Augustine, City of God, XII,
CHAP. 6.)

8

See http://www.str.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=5124 for some reflections on Augustine’s view of evil.
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Evil, then, is the act itself of choosing the lesser good. To Augustine the source of evil is in the free will of
persons:
"And I strained to perceive what I now heard, that free-will was the cause of our doing ill." (Augustine,
Confessions VII: [III] 5.)
Evil was a "perversion of the will, turned aside from ... God" to lesser things.” (Confessions VII [XVI], 22)
Augustine writes in Enchiridion “Faith, Hope and Love” – a manual for catechesis (Ch 4, Sections 12-15)9:
“All of nature, therefore, is good, since the Creator of all nature is supremely good. But nature is not
supremely and immutably good as is the Creator of it. Thus the good in created things can be diminished
and augmented. For good to be diminished is evil; still, however much it is diminished, something must
remain of its original nature as long as it exists at all. For no matter what kind or however insignificant a
thing may be, the good which is its "nature" cannot be destroyed without the thing itself being destroyed.
There is good reason, therefore, to praise an uncorrupted thing, and if it were indeed an incorruptible thing
which could not be destroyed, it would doubtless be all the more worthy of praise. When, however, a thing
is corrupted, its corruption is an evil because it is, by just so much, a privation of the good. Where there is
no privation of the good, there is no evil. Where there is evil, there is a corresponding diminution of the
good. As long, then, as a thing is being corrupted, there is good in it of which it is being deprived; and in this
process, if something of its being remains that cannot be further corrupted, this will then be an
incorruptible entity [natural incorruptibility], and to this great good it will have come through the process
of corruption. But even if the corruption is not arrested, it still does not cease having some good of which it
cannot be further deprived. If, however, the corruption comes to be total and entire, there is no good left
either, because it is no longer an entity at all. Wherefore corruption cannot consume the good without also
consuming the thing itself. Every actual entity is therefore good; a greater good if it cannot be corrupted, a
lesser good if it can be. Yet only the foolish and unknowing can deny that it is still good even when
corrupted. Whenever a thing is consumed by corruption, not even the corruption remains, for it is nothing
in itself, having no subsistent being in which to exist.
From this it follows that there is nothing to be called evil if there is nothing good. A good that wholly
lacks an evil aspect is entirely good. Where there is some evil in a thing, its good is defective or defectible.
Thus there can be no evil where there is no good. This leads us to a surprising conclusion: that, since every
being, in so far as it is a being, is good, if we then say that a defective thing is bad, it would seem to mean
that we are saying that what is evil is good, that only what is good is ever evil and that there is no evil apart
from something good. This is because every actual entity is good. Nothing evil exists in itself, but only as an
evil aspect of some actual entity. Therefore, there can be nothing evil except something good. Absurd as
this sounds, nevertheless the logical connections of the argument compel us to it as inevitable. At the same
time, we must take warning lest we incur the prophetic judgment which reads: "Woe to those who call evil
good and good evil: who call darkness light and light darkness; who call the bitter sweet and the sweet
bitter." Moreover the Lord himself saith: "An evil man brings forth evil out of the evil treasure of his heart."
What, then, is an evil man but an evil entity [natura mala], since man is an entity? Now, if a man is
something good because he is an entity, what, then, is a bad man except an evil good? When, however, we
distinguish between these two concepts, we find that the bad man is not bad because he is a man, nor is he
good because he is wicked. Rather, he is a good entity in so far as he is a man, evil in so far as he is wicked.
Therefore, if anyone says that simply to be a man is evil, or that to be a wicked man is good, he rightly falls
under the prophetic judgment: "Woe to him who calls evil good and good evil." For this amounts to finding
fault with God's work, because man is an entity of God's creation. It also means that we are praising the
defects in this particular man because he is a wicked person. Thus, every entity, even if it is a defective one,
in so far as it is an entity, is good. In so far as it is defective, it is evil.
Actually, then, in these two contraries we call evil and good, the rule of the logicians fails to apply. No
weather is both dark and bright at the same time; no food or drink is both sweet and sour at the same time;
no body is, at the same time and place, both white and black, nor deformed and well-formed at the same
time. This principle is found to apply in almost all disjunctions: two contraries cannot coexist in a single
9
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thing. Nevertheless, while no one maintains that good and evil are not contraries, they can not only coexist,
but the evil cannot exist at all without the good, or in a thing that is not a good. On the other hand, the
good can exist without evil. For a man or an angel could exist and yet not be wicked, whereas there cannot
be wickedness except in a man or an angel. It is good to be a man, good to be an angel; but evil to be
wicked. These two contraries are thus coexistent, so that if there were no good in what is evil, then the evil
simply could not be, since it can have no mode in which to exist, nor any source from which corruption
springs, unless it be something corruptible. Unless this something is good, it cannot be corrupted, because
corruption is nothing more than the deprivation of the good. Evils, therefore, have their source in the good,
and unless they are parasitic on something good, they are not anything at all. There is no other source
whence an evil thing can come to be. If this is the case, then, in so far as a thing is an entity, it is
unquestionably good. If it is an incorruptible entity, it is a great good. But even if it is a corruptible entity, it
still has no mode of existence except as an aspect of something that is good. Only by corrupting something
good can corruption inflict injury.
But when we say that evil has its source in the good, do not suppose that this denies our Lord's
judgment: "A good tree cannot bear evil fruit." This cannot be, even as the Truth himself declareth: "Men
do not gather grapes from thorns," since thorns cannot bear grapes. Nevertheless, from good soil we can
see both vines and thorns spring up. Likewise, just as a bad tree does not grow good fruit, so also an evil
will does not produce good deeds. From a human nature, which is good in itself, there can spring forth
either a good or an evil will. There was no other place from whence evil could have arisen in the first place
except from the nature—good in itself—of an angel or a man. This is what our Lord himself most clearly
shows in the passage about the trees and the fruits, for he said: "Make the tree good and the fruits will be
good, or make the tree bad and its fruits will be bad." This is warning enough that bad fruit cannot grow on
a good tree nor good fruit on a bad one. Yet from that same earth to which he was referring, both sorts of
trees can grow.”

Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy (1472)
See especially The Inferno, Circle 9, Cantos 31-34
“In Dante’s Inferno, Satan is portrayed as a giant beast, frozen mid-breast in ice at
the center of Hell. Satan has three heads and affixed under each chin are pairs of
bat-like wings. As Satan beats his wings, he creates a cold wind which continues to
freeze the ice surrounding him, and the other sinners in the Ninth Circle. The
winds he creates are felt throughout the other circles of Hell. Each of his three
mouths chew on Judas, Brutus, and Cassius. Scholars consider Satan to be “a once
splendid being (indeed the most perfect of God’s creatures) from whom all
personality has now drained away.” [1] Satan, also known as Lucifer, was formerly
the Angel of Light and once tried to usurp the power of God. As punishment, God
banishes Satan out of Heaven to an eternity in Hell as the ultimate sinner. Dante
illustrates a less powerful Satan than most standard depictions; he is slobbering, wordless, and receives the
same punishments in Hell as the rest of the sinners. In the text, Dante vividly illustrates Satan’s grotesque
physical attributes.
‘The Emperor of the kingdom dolorous / From his mid-breast forth issued from the ice; /And better
with a giant I compare / Than do the giants with those arms of his; / Consider now how great must be
that whole, / Which unto such a part conforms itself. / Were he as fair once, as he now is foul, / And
lifted up his brow against his Maker, / Well may proceed from him all tribulation. / O, what a marvel it
appeared to me, / When I beheld three faces on his head! / The one in front, and that vermilion
was.’”10

10

Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dante%27s_Satan and http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/circle9.html
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John Milton, Paradise Lost (1667) 11
“Satan is the first major character introduced in the poem. Formerly the most beautiful of all angels in
Heaven, he's a tragic figure best described by the now-famous quote "Better to reign in Hell than to serve
in Heaven". He is introduced to Hell after he leads a failed rebellion to wrestle control of Heaven from God.
Satan's desire to rebel against his creator stems from his unwillingness to be subjugated by God and his
Son, claiming that angels are "self-begot, self-raised",[Milton 1674, 5:860] thereby denying God's authority
over them as their creator.
Satan is deeply arrogant, albeit powerful and charismatic. Satan's persuasive powers are evident
throughout the book; not only is he cunning and deceptive, but he also is able to rally the angels to
continue in the rebellion after their agonising defeat in the Angelic War. He argues that God rules as a
tyrant and that all the angels ought to rule as gods.[Milton 1674, 5:794-802].
Satan is comparable in many ways to the tragic heroes of classic Greek literature, but Satan's hubris far
surpasses those of previous tragedies. Though at times he plays the narrative role of an anti-hero, he is still
commonly understood to be the antagonist of the epic.”
See also http://www.cliffsnotes.com/study_guide/literature/paradise-lost/character-analysis/satan.html
Taken directly from Milton [http://www.dartmouth.edu/~milton/reading_room/pl/book_1/ … you can
listen to this speech at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7nQ1bvHzuE]:
“Thus Satan talking to his neerest Mate
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes
That sparkling blaz'd, his other Parts besides
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large [ 195 ]
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge
As whom the Fables name of monstrous size,
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove,
Briareos or Typhon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarsus held, or that Sea-beast [ 200 ]
Leviathan, which God of all his works
Created hugest that swim th' Ocean stream:
Him haply slumbring on the Norway foam
The Pilot of some small night-founder'd Skiff,
Deeming some Island, oft, as Sea-men tell, [ 205 ]
With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind
Moors by his side under the Lee, while Night
Invests the Sea, and wished Morn delayes:
So stretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay
Chain'd on the burning L ake, nor ever thence [ 210 ]
Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but that the will
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven
Left him at large to his own dark designs,
That with reiterated crimes he might
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought [ 215 ]
Evil to others, and enrag'd might see
How all his malice serv'd but to bring forth
Infinite goodness, grace and mercy shewn
On Man by him seduc't , but on himself
Treble confusion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. [ 220 ]
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool
His mighty Stature; on each hand the flames
Drivn backward slope thir pointing spires, and rowld
In billows, leave i'th' midst a horrid Vale.

11

Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Lost#Satan and
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Then with expanded wings he stears his flight [ 225 ]
Aloft, incumbent on the dusky Air
That felt unusual weight, till on dry Land
He lights, if it were Land that ever burn'd
With solid, as the Lake with liquid fire;
And such appear'd in hue, as when the force [ 230 ]
Of subterranean wind transports a Hill
Torn from Pelorus, or the shatter'd side
Of thundring Ætna, whose combustible
And fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire,
Sublim'd with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, [ 235 ]
And leave a singed bottom all involv'd
With stench and smoak: Such resting found the sole
Of unblest feet. Him followed his next Mate,
Both glorying to have scap't the Stygian flood
As Gods, and by thir own recover'd strength, [ 240 ]
Not by the sufferance of supernal Power.
Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime,
Said then the lost Arch-Angel, this the seat
That we must change for Heav'n, this mournful gloom
For that celestial light? Be it so, since he [ 245 ]
Who now is Sovran can dispose and bid
What shall be right: fardest from him is best
Whom reason hath equald, force hath made supream
Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields
Where Joy for ever dwells: Hail horrours, hail [ 250 ]
Infernal world, and thou profoundest Hell
Receive thy new Possessor: One who brings
A mind not to be chang'd by Place or Time.
The mind is its own place, and in it self
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n. [ 255 ]
What matter where, if I be still the same,
And what I should be, all but less then he
Whom Thunder hath made greater? Here at least
We shall be free; th' Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence: [ 260 ]
Here we may reign secure, and in my choyce
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell:
Better to reign in Hell, then serve in Heav'n.
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
Th' associates and copartners of our loss [ 265 ]
Lye thus astonisht on th' oblivious Pool,
And call them not to share with us their part
In this unhappy Mansion, or once more
With rallied Arms to try what may be yet
Regaind in Heav'n, or what more lost in Hell? [ 270 ]
So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub
Thus answer'd. Leader of those Armies bright,
Which but th' Onmipotent none could have foyld,
If once they hear that voyce, thir liveliest pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft [ 275 ]
In worst extreams, and on the perilous edge
Of battel when it rag'd, in all assaults
Thir surest signal, they will soon resume
New courage and revive, though now they lye
Groveling and prostrate on yon Lake of Fire, [ 280 ]
As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd,
No wonder, fall'n such a pernicious highth.” [Book I: lines 192-282: ]
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Fyodor Dostyoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov (1880)
Part 5, Book 11, Chapter 9 “The Devil: Ivan’s Nightmare”
In this dialogue, Ivan (who is toying with the idea that God doesn’t exist, and thus
everything is permissible—even the murder of his tyrant father) encounters Satan in the
form of a suave and sophisticated gentleman. Is this really a malevolent force toying with
Ivan’s mind during the grip of fever, or it is a projection of his dark side?
The gentleman [Satan] says:
"My dear friend, above all things I want to behave like a gentleman and to be recognised
as such," the visitor began in an access of deprecating and simple-hearted pride, typical of a
poor relation. "I am poor, but ... I won't say very honest, but ... it's an axiom generally accepted in society
that I am a fallen angel. I certainly can't conceive how I can ever have been an angel. If I ever was, it must
have been so long ago that there's no harm in forgetting it. Now I only prize the reputation of being a
gentlemanly person and live as I can, trying to make myself agreeable. I love men genuinely, I've been
greatly calumniated! Here when I stay with you from time to time, my life gains a kind of reality and that's
what I like most of all. You see, like you, I suffer from the fantastic and so I love the realism of earth. Here,
with you, everything is circumscribed, here all is formulated and geometrical, while we have nothing but
indeterminate equations! I wander about here dreaming. I like dreaming. Besides, on earth I become
superstitious. Please don't laugh, that's just what I like, to become superstitious. I adopt all your habits
here: I've grown fond of going to the public baths, would you believe it? and I go and steam myself with
merchants and priests. What I dream of is becoming incarnate once for all and irrevocably in the form of
some merchant's wife weighing eighteen stone, and of believing all she believes. My ideal is to go to church
and offer a candle in simple-hearted faith, upon my word it is. Then there would be an end to my
sufferings. I like being doctored too; in the spring there was an outbreak of smallpox and I went and was
vaccinated in a foundling hospital -- if only you knew how I enjoyed myself that day. I subscribed ten
roubles in the cause of the Slavs! ... But you are not listening. Do you know, you are not at all well this
evening? I know you went yesterday to that doctor ... well, what about your health? What did the doctor
say?" …
"From the vehemence with which you deny my existence," laughed the gentleman [Satan], "I am convinced
that you believe in me."
Ivan responds in anger: “You are a lie, you are my illness, you are a phantom. It's only that I don't know
how to destroy you and I see I must suffer for a time. You are my hallucination. You are the incarnation of
myself, but only of one side of me... of my thoughts and feelings, but only the nastiest and stupidest of
them. … Hold your tongue, I'll kick you!”
Satan replies to the feverish Ivan, “I shan't be altogether sorry, for then my object will be attained. If you
kick me, you must believe in my reality, for people don't kick ghosts.” …
Satan taunts: "From the vehemence with which you deny my existence," laughed the gentleman, "I am
convinced that you believe in me."
"Not in the slightest! I haven't a hundredth part of a grain of faith in you!" [Ivan]
"But you have the thousandth of a grain. Homeopathic doses perhaps are the
strongest. Confess that you have faith even to the ten-thousandth of a grain."
"Not for one minute," cried Ivan furiously. "But I should like to believe in you,"
he added strangely.
"Aha! There's an admission! But I am good-natured. I'll come to your
assistance again. Listen, it was I caught you, not you me. I told you your
anecdote you'd forgotten, on purpose, so as to destroy your faith in me
completely." [Satan]
"You are lying. The object of your visit is to convince me of your existence!"
[Ivan]
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"Just so. But hesitation, suspense, conflict between belief and disbelief—is sometimes such torture to a
conscientious man, such as you are, that it's better to hang oneself at once. Knowing that you are inclined
to believe in me, I administered some disbelief by telling you that anecdote. I lead you to belief and
disbelief by turns, and I have my motive in it. It's the new method. As soon as you disbelieve in me
completely, you'll begin assuring me to my face that I am not a dream but a reality. I know you. Then I shall
have attained my object, which is an honourable one. I shall sow in you only a tiny grain of faith and it will
grow into an oak-tree -- and such an oak-tree that, sitting on it, you will long to enter the ranks of 'the
hermits in the wilderness and the saintly women,' for that is what you are secretly longing for. You'll dine
on locusts, you'll wander into the wilderness to save your soul!" [Satan]
"Then it's for the salvation of my soul you are working, is it, you scoundrel?" [Ivan]
"One must do a good work sometimes. How ill-humoured you are!" [Satan]

C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (1942)
In this fictional piece, Lewis recounts a series of mentoring letters from senior
demon ‘Screwtape’ to his junior apprentice demon ‘Wormwood’ on how to deal
with his human subject:
“I do not think you will have much difficulty to keep the patient in the dark. The fact
that ‘devils’ are predominantly comic figures in the modern imagination will help
you. If any faint suspicion of your existence begins to arise in his mind, suggest to
him a picture of something in red tights, and persuade him that since he cannot
believe in that (it is an old textbook method of confusing them) he therefore cannot
believe in you.” (Letter VII)
“Our policy, for the moment, is to conceal ourselves. Of course this has not always been so. We are
really faced with a cruel dilemma. When the humans disbelieve in our existence we lose all the pleasing
results of direct terrorism, and we make no magicians. On the other hand, when they believe in us, we
cannot make them materialists and sceptics.”
“It does not matter how small the sins are provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the man away
from the Light and out into the Nothing. Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick. Indeed the
safest road to Hell is the gradual one--the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without
milestones, without signposts. … Your affectionate uncle, Screwtape.”
“Whatever their bodies do affects their souls. It is funny how mortals always picture us as putting things
into their minds: in reality our best work is done by keeping things out...”
“Do not be deceived, Wormwood. Our cause is never more in danger than when a human, no longer
desiring, but still intending, to do our Enemy's will, looks round upon a universe from which every trace of
Him seems to have vanished, and asks why he has been forsaken, and still obeys.”
“[M]an has been accustomed, ever since he was a boy, to having a dozen incompatible philosophies
dancing about together inside his head. He doesn't think of doctrines as primarily "true" or "false," but as
"academic" or "practical," "outworn" or "contemporary," "conventional" or "ruthless." Jargon, not
argument, is your best ally in keeping him from the Church. Don't waste time trying to make him think that
materialism is true! Make him think it is strong or stark or courageous—that it is the philosophy of the
future. That's the sort of thing he cares about.”
From the preface:
“I live in the Managerial Age, in a world of "Admin." The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid "dens
of crime" that Dickens loved to paint. It is not done even in concentration camps and labour camps. In
those we see its final result. But it is conceived and ordered (moved, seconded, carried, and minuted) in
clean, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices, by quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and
smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their voices. Hence, naturally enough, my symbol for Hell
is something like the bureaucracy of a police state or the office of a thoroughly nasty business concern."

KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH

42

LOGOS MINISTRY 2012

Aldous Huxley, The Devils of Loudon (1952)
This piece of fiction tells of mass hysteria with supposed demonic possession 17th
century France:
“The effects which follow too constant and intense a concentration upon evil are
always disastrous. Those who crusade, not for God in themselves, but against the
devil in others, never succeed in making the world better, but leave it either as it
was, or sometimes even perceptibly worse than it was, before the crusade began. By
thinking primarily of evil we tend, however excellent our intentions, to create
occasions for evil to manifest itself.”
“No man can concentrate his attention upon evil or even upon the idea of evil and remain unaffected. To
be more against the devil than for God is exceedingly dangerous. Every crusader is apt to go mad. He is
haunted by the wickedness which he attributes to his enemies; it becomes some sort a part of him.”
David Tracy, Blessed Rage for Order (New York: Seabury Press, 1975), 211-214
“Yet the fact of evil seems too obvious
a reality for any adult to allow its lack of
metaphysical necessity to dim explicit
awareness of its presence. That evil is a
necessary constituent of our being, we
may know we cannot state without
contradicting the metaphysical
necessity of our own freedom or the
metaphysical and Christian theological
belief in the loving actions of a good
God. But that physical and moral evil is
our actual condition; that such evil is an
omnipresent fact, whose inevitability we
realize—in this century surely—on both
individual and societal terms, is a reality
which only the most unhappily and self-destructively innocent among us feels free to deny.
A powerfully disclosive, an existential description of the reality of sin and evil remains, in my judgment, one
of the permanent achievements of the recent philosophical and theological past. On the occasion of the
profound crisis of Western liberal culture (the horrors of two World Wars, the extermination of millions,
the demonic outbursts of Fascist and Stalinist terror), both existentialist philosophy and neo-orthodox
theology retrieved the classical Christian image of man as alienated, estranged, fallen, sinful.
As progress faded into apocalypse, the liberal had finally to face the fact that not all human beings—
perhaps not even he himself—were reasonable and well-intentioned. As suggested symbolically by the still
pathetic figure of Prime Minister Chamberlain returning from Munich, umbrella and hope still in hand,
liberalism—by its stark refusal to face the fact of evil—could no longer understand, much less control, such
demonic outbursts of the human spirit as Nazism.
In American culture, where the terrors of the sixties, especially the twin evils of a now open racism and that
war upon the Vietnamese people and their culture which was not a “mistake” but was and is an evil, we
hear almost daily that the surely too long prolonged American “innocence” is finally dead.64 And yet
neither the finally fatuous optimism of “consciousness III,” nor the cries for “law and order,” for
“normalcy,” perhaps even for “innocence,” from men whose moral sensitivities can include Watergate as a
merely “over-zealous” mistake and Cambodia as a needed exercise in military expertise, promise that our
own culture is yet willing to face the fact of evil, starting with its own.”
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Walker Percy, Lancelot (1977)
Author Walker Percy captures our confusion in his novel Lancelot. It’s a tale of a modern
man angry and confused over his wife’s adultery. Lance—the lead character, whose
narration comprises the entire text of Lancelot—muses,
“Everyone seemed wonderful. All the town folk thought the movie people wonderful.
And in fact they seemed to be. I think I see now what I am doing. I am reliving with you
my quest. That’s the only way I can bear to think about it. Something went wrong. If
you listen I think I can figure out what it was. It was a quest all right and a very peculiar
one. But peculiar times require peculiar quests. We’ve spoken of the Knights of the
Holy Grail. Percival. Do you know what I was? The Knight of the Unholy Grail.
In times like these when everyone is wonderful, what is needed is a quest for evil. You should be
interested! Such a quest serves God’s cause! How? Because the Good proves nothing. When everyone is
wonderful, nobody bothers with God. If you had ten thousand Albert Schweitzers giving their lives for their
fellow men, do you think anyone would have a second thought about God? Or suppose the Lowell
Professor of Religion at Harvard should actually find the Holy Grail, dig it up in an Israeli wadi, properly
authenticate it, carbon date it, and present it to the Metropolitan Museum. Millions of visitors! I would be
as curious as the next person and would stand in line for hours to see it. But what difference would it make
in the end? People would be interested for a while, yes. This is an age of interest. But suppose you could
show me one “sin,” one pure act of malevolence. A different cup of tea! That would bring matters to a
screeching halt.
But we have plenty of evil around you say. What about Hitler, the gas ovens and so forth? What about
them? As everyone knows and says, Hitler was a madman. And it seems nobody else was responsible.
Everyone was following orders. It is even possible that there was no such order, that it was all a
bureaucratic mistake. Show me a single “sin.” One hundred and twenty thousand dead at Hiroshima?
Where was the evil of that? Was Harry Truman evil? As for the pilot and bombardier, they were by all
accounts wonderful fellows, good fathers and family men.
“Evil” is surely the clue to this age, the only quest appropriate to the age. For everything and everyone’s
either wonderful or sick and nothing is evil. God may be absent, but what if one should find the devil? Do
you think I wouldn’t be pleased to meet the devil? Ha, ha. I’d shake his hand like a long-lost friend. The
mark of the age is that terrible things happen but there is no “evil” involved. People are either crazy,
miserable, or wonderful, so where does the “evil” come in? There I was forty-five years old and I didn’t
know whether there was “evil” in the world.” [Kindle e-book, Location 1802] …
“Are you then one of the new breed who believe that Satan is only a category, the category of evil?” [Kindle
e-book, Location 249] …
“How strange it is that a discovery like this, of evil, of a kinsman’s dishonesty, a wife’s infidelity, can shake
you up, knock you out of your rut, be the occasion of a new way of looking at things! In the space of one
evening I had made the two most important discoveries of my life. I discovered my wife’s infidelity and five
hours later I discovered my own life. I saw it and myself clearly for the first time. Can good come from evil?
Have you ever considered the possibility that one might undertake a search not for God but for evil? You
people may have been on the wrong track all these years with all that talk about God and signs of his
existence, the order and beauty of the universe—that’s all washed up and you know it. The more we know
about the beauty and order of the universe, the less God has to do with it. I mean, who cares about such
things as the Great Watchmaker? But what if you could show me a sin? a purely evil deed, an intolerable
deed for which there is no explanation? Now there’s a mystery. People would sit up and take notice. I
would be impressed. You could almost make a believer out of me. In times when nobody is interested in
God, what would happen if you could prove the existence of sin, pure and simple? Wouldn’t that be a
windfall for you? A new proof of God’s existence! If there is such a thing as sin, evil, a living malignant force,
there must be a God!” [Kindle e-book, Location 645]
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The Usual Suspects (1995) 12
In this classic scene, Keyser Soze—ultimate baddie—is paralleled with Satan.
“He's supposed to be Turkish. Some say his father was German. Nobody ever believed he was real. Nobody
ever knew him or saw anybody that ever worked directly for him. But to hear Kobayashi tell it, anybody
could have worked for Soze. You never knew; that was his power. The greatest trick the devil ever pulled
was convincing the world he didn't exist.”

The Exorcism of Emily Rose (2005) – based on a true story
Letter written by Emily Rose, before she died:
“People say that God is dead, but how can they think that if I show them the Devil?”
Father Moore in Exorcism Emily Rose: “Demons exist whether you believe in them or not.”

The Rite (2011) – also based on a true story of Father Gary Thomas [Kovak in the movie]
Father Xavier: Tell me Michael, do you believe in sin?
Michael Kovak: Yes. I just don't believe the devil makes us do it. …

[Father Lucas shows Michael a possessed girl he is trying to perform an exorcism on]
Father Lucas Trevant: What is it that you believe?
Michael Kovak: That's not the devil.
Father Lucas Trevant: Does a thief or a burglar turn on the lights while he's robbing your house? No. He
prefers you to believe that he's not there... like the devil!
Michael Kovak: Gets complicated when no proof of the devil is somehow proof of the devil. …

Father Lucas Trevant: Be careful Michael, choosing not to believe in the devil doesn't protect you from him.

12

Watch it at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdeCPGNRjOU
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“The Mud Machine” … René Breuel reflects 13
In a just-released book, Italian author Roberto Saviano points out a
phenomenon which takes place in many of our contemporary societies: the
mud machine.[1] Whenever someone dares to criticize those in power – not
only political power, but also those who control social discourse, the media,
and base institutions – or provides a significant obstacle to their interests,
dirty facts about that person are dug up and rendered public. A photo of
someone sitting on the toilet is enough to demoralize the critic’s credibility, even if we all sit on it every
day. (I confess I am writing these words from this very throne, though, I hasten to add, it’s just because I
don’t want to awaken my wife and child late at night, and the bathroom is the only quiet place…) When the
critic seeks to make serious pronouncements, his image will be damaged and everybody will giggle inside,
remembering the unfortunate picture and its tasteful combination of white ceramic, pants under the knee,
and newspaper.
Saviano argues that the mud machine is not only prejudicial to democracy, by intimidating possible criticism
and opposition, but it has also a more subtle effect; it disfigures the psychology of the society. Its message
is: “you are no better than us, you are also dirty. There are no better people. So don’t you dare criticize us.”
It is a message that brings people to the same level, by throwing everybody to the floor, face in the mud.
We are encouraged not to fly high, for someday someone may release a fact that will pop the balloon and
throw its remains on the mud, and show that we are not better than anybody else. It is a communion of
mediocrity, a shadow on the pursuit of excellence, a disincentive toward virtue.
As I read Saviano’s analysis, I could not help but think of its parallel in the spiritual path. We all know the
personal equivalent of this social mechanism, our own personalized mud machine. “You will yield to
temptation eventually, so don’t even try resisting. Actually, don’t even try being better than you are. You
belong to the mud, and like a good worm, enjoy it well. Make it your home. You will never transcend it.”
Some people try to psychologize this voice and call it negative self-image. Self-help gurus call it lack of
positive thinking. The Christian faith, however, uses a stronger term – strong as an unbearable medicine –
and names the person behind the voice, as the devil.
The devil may sound like superstition, a Medieval stereotype too cartoonish to be real. And yet, we hear
him. Don’t we? And one of his very strategies is to hide his presence and to get us to disbelieve his
existence, because, if we don’t see where the mud comes from, it arrives as hard as rock, and we believe
that mud is all there is to life.
C. S. Lewis illustrated the devil’s strategy in his brilliant The Screwtape Letters, where
a senior demon provides advice to a young novice on the art of tempting humans. In
one of the letters, Screwtape writes, “I do not think you will have much difficulty to
keep the patient in the dark. The fact that ‘devils’ are predominantly comic figures in
the modern imagination will help you. If any faint suspicion of your existence begins
to arise in his mind, suggest to him a picture of something in red tights, and persuade
him that since he cannot believe in that (it is an old textbook method of confusing
them) he therefore cannot believe in you.”[2] I don’t think I would believe in anyone
in red tights either, not even Tina Turner, let alone the devil.
Maybe one of the crucial steps to spiritual sanity is the realization that the devil exists, just like one of the
steps to social consciousness is awareness of mechanisms like the mud machine. We know we are seeing
better if the light illuminates the darkness; we know the light is reaching us if the darkness is exposed and
we can see beyond it. Noticing the devil may be one of the healthiest, and strangest, things to do – he will
be full of subterfuges, and will throw the Medieval cartoon at us and “don’t you listen to that crap” kind of
argument – but we won’t see beyond him until we face him, and see that muddy face melt when the light
shines bright.
[1] Roberto Saviano, Vieni Via con Me [Flee with Me] (Milan: Feltrinelli, 2011), 39-42.
[2] C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (New York: HarperCollins, 2001), 32.
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First posted at http://wonderingfair.com/2011/05/30/mud-machine/, May 30, 2011
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“Good News for Cutters, Old and New” … Dave Benson reflects14
“UGLY.” In seven slices with a razor-blade up her arm, Lauren summarized her life. I’ve done youth work for
over a decade now, and self-harm is something I struggle to ‘get’. Why would this popular, vivacious, and
attractive girl take to carving up her body? Upwards of one-in-five adolescent females self-harm, with
males now comprising up to 35 percent of overall cases. ‘Cutting’ is common. And cutting is confusing.
More times than I care to remember I’ve sent youth group leaders in
with first aid kits to patch up teens who’ve cut while hidden away in the
toilet block. I’ve spent countless hours talking with girls like Lauren
about their addiction to self-harm. One girl was hospitalized after
inflicting 60 cuts to her upper arm and thigh in a night.
Why do they do it? Well, choose your theory. From a biological
perspective, cutting induces an endorphin rush, implicated in addiction.
From a psychological perspective, cutting concretely expresses pain
when psychic distress is overwhelming or one feels numb; anger turned
inward on the self in this way can produce an emotional catharsis. From
a sociological perspective, cutting can help a powerless teen gain a
sense of control, and elicit support and care from others.[1]
But what about a spiritual perspective? This same literature almost
reluctantly reports that cutters cut to punish themselves for being bad
and failing to live up to some ill-defined standard. “UGLY” is an aesthetic label pointing to a deeper
dissonance within Lauren: she senses her whole life is deformed. In almost every instance of self-harm, I’ve
heard girls describe a kind of release and almost primitive placation that comes with the shedding of blood.
A totally non-religious adolescent even used the word “cleansing” about how she felt when that red-fluid
flowed. What should we make of this?
Perhaps another primitive practice will shed some
light. While working through a course on world
religions, I was struck by the almost universal practice
of “atonement.”[2] In most ancient tribal religions,
people would regularly placate—or propitiate—the
gods with sacrifices; the bigger the transgression, the
greater the slaughter. A white lie?—then slaughter a
chicken. Stepping on sacred ground?—then slaughter a
bull. You dishonoured the gods and took a life?—then
sacrifice a life. Almost without fail, blood is the key
ingredient in placating the gods.
Granted, this seems barbaric. But we recognize that when rules are broken—or worse, a relationship is
severed—some form of costly “placation” is essential. We know that some sacrifice must ‘make up’ for
when we ‘fall short’, whether a spouse offering flowers for forgetting the anniversary, or a gang offering a
guilty member to be beaten for infringing another gang’s territory. In the lecturer’s words, “We sacrifice
what is important to us, and a rough equivalent of us.”
Interestingly, tribal religions typically recognize some “Sky God” who created all that is, and with whom we
have lost relationship in the distant past. So, the focus shifts to placating the local and lesser gods with
ever-escalating blood sacrifices to pay for infringing their ill-defined standards.
Ancient ‘cutting’ then, makes more sense than its modern counterpart. As we watch contemporary and
fictive portrayals in movies like Apocalypto and Clash of the Titans, we can see a kind of barbaric logic to
the Mayan and Greek spilling of blood in human sacrifice. In contrast, Lauren is agnostic and morally
relativistic. Like nearly half of Australian youth, she isn’t convinced that there is a God from whom she is
relationally severed, or that there are any objective standards to transgress.
14

First posted at http://wonderingfair.com/2012/06/13/good-news-for-cutters-old-and-new/, June 13, 2012
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Yet “the voice on the skin” doesn’t lie.[3] All the
biological, psychological, and sociological theories in
the world will never get to the heart of the problem.
For Lauren, as with us all, has fallen short of the
standards of a just God. Inbuilding her life around
something other than God, her life has been bent
out of shape. She is broken, and she breaks. She is
severed in relationship. And “the law requires that
nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.”[4] From a spiritual perspective, this
toying with death and letting of blood is of one piece
with ancient efforts to placate the gods.
What, then, can be done? Let me suggest something radical. The “Sky God” is different. The need for
atonement is real. But unlike these lesser and demonic gods, the Creator of all is not hungry for our
sacrifice. Instead, in love, this Sky God has taken the initiative to step into our blood-thirsty world. And on
the Mountain of Crucifixion, this God—made known through Jesus of Nazareth—has offered a one-time
sacrifice that covers all our failures. He absorbed all our “ugliness” so we could be made beautiful again. He
shed His blood so we wouldn’t have to. And when we accept His perfect placation, then the Laurens of this
world can lay down their razor-blades of self-harm and disapproval, and find life to the full in relationship
with the God who also bears scars. This is truly good news for cutters old and new. In the words of Robert
Low’s stirring hymn,
What can wash away my sin? …
What can make me whole again? …
Oh! Precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow.
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

[1] Victoria E. White Kress, Donna M. Gibson, and Cynthia A. Reynolds, “Adolescents Who Self-Injure: Implications and
th
Strategies for School Counselors,” in Adolescent Psychology, 5 ed., ed. Fred E. Stickle, 178-183 (Columbus, OH:
McGraw Hill, 2007).
[2] John G. Stackhouse, Jr., “World Religions,” Regent College Audio, session H07 on Tribal Religions.
[3] Janice McLane coined this phrase to describe self-mutilation, in “The Voice on the Skin: Self-Mutilation and
Merleau-Ponty’s Theory of Language,” Hypatia, Fall 1996.
[4] Hebrews 9:22, TNIV.
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“Witch-Hunts: Separating Myth from Fact” … Bruce Blackshaw explains 15
Most people have heard of the witch trials in Salem, New England, in the 17th century, made popular by
Arthur Miller's The Crucible. They may have also heard of the witch-hunts in Europe, and claims of 9 million
witches burned during this period. What are the facts behind this notorious period in history?
Punishment for sorcery or witchcraft has been in laws since the Code of Hammurabi almost 4000 years ago.
Exodus 22:18 prescribes the death penalty for witches, and there are records of persecution of witches in
the Roman Empire.
During the Middle Ages (from 500-1450) there were various secular laws in Europe against witchcraft, but
little persecution. Charlemagne outlawed witch-burnings, and the church denied the reality of witchcraft,
resulting in few witch-hunts. But by the end of the Middle Ages, belief in witches became widespread, and
the Spanish Inquisition became involved. It only played a small role and its sceptical attitude kept witch
trials to a minimum. It is estimated that the Spanish Inquisition was responsible for perhaps 50 executions
for witchcraft over its duration, one of the lowest tolls for any nation during the witch-hunt era.
It was unfortunate that the Malleus Maleficarum, an infamous treatise on witches, was written by an
Inquisitor, Heinrich Kramer, and published in Germany in 1487. Kramer and his treatise were quickly
disowned by the Inquisition, but it quickly spread through Europe courtesy of the recently invented printing
press. The Malleus Maleficarum was a significant factor in the spread of the witch-hunt craze throughout
Europe and beyond in the 15th and 16th centuries. Other contributing factors were the keenness of the
Protestant reformers to persecute witches, and a rise in superstition amongst the population during this
period.
The peak of the European witch trials was between 1580 and 1630. Large witch trials were held in
Germany, resulting in mass executions of accused witches. Other trials took place in France, Austria,
Switzerland, England, Scotland, Finland, Sweden and parts of Eastern Europe. Most trials were in secular
courts. Perhaps 50,000 witches were executed in this period, with perhaps 15% of these being men.
Witch hysteria also spread to the Americas, with a New England witch-hunt from 1645-1663, followed by
the infamous Salem witch trials in 1692-93, although fewer than 25 people were actually executed.
The witch-hunt frenzy gradually died down during the 18th century, and the last person executed for
witchcraft in Europe was in Switzerland in 1782.
How responsible was Christianity for the witch-hunts? Contrary to common belief, the Inquisition was
actually a strong restraining influence on witch-hunts, and few witches died when the church was at the
height of its power. There's little doubt that religious beliefs contributed to the hysteria, but at the time
most people believed in witchcraft. The church itself tried few witches and executed almost none -secular
courts were primarily responsible for witch trials and executions.

15

For more, see Wolfgang Behringer, Witches and Witch-Hunts: A Global History (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2004),
and chapter three “God’s Enemies: Explaining the European Witch Hunts” in Rodney Stark, For the Glory of God: How
Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University
Press, 2003).
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Guide to Healing and Deliverance, by Randy Clark (www.globalawakening.com)
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My Thoughts …

“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He
prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to
devour.” (1 Peter 5:8).
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My Thoughts …

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies,
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world,
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil
spirits in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12).
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My Thoughts …

“A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so
they can have real and eternal life, more and better life
than they ever dreamed of.” (John 10:10, Message).
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My Thoughts …

“You were dead because of your sins and because your
sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you
alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He cancelled
the record of the charges against us and took it away by
nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed[a] the
spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly
by his victory over them on the cross.” (Colossians 2:13ff).
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