Kenmore Baptist Church Message Outline 29th November 2009 (LOGOS: DB & BW)

“IMAGINE: what if Jesus was never born?”

Good Riddance to Religious Rubbish
Can you believe it … it’s nearly Christmas again! It seems to come around faster
every year! I was down at Kenmore’s Australia Post perhaps 3 weeks ago and noticed
that the merchandise has become cross-seasonal. Halloween goods were displayed side
by side with Santa stuff. So I got chatting with the lady at the counter—you know, one of
those interrupted conversations where you ask meaningful questions like “how are you,”
between swiping your credit card and punching in your pin. And I pointed out Christmas
has become big business. Now, I don’t know her religious persuasion, but without pause
she replied, “Yeah, it makes me kind of sick. Like what’s Christmas meant to be about?
We’ve sold the soul of Christmas and Jesus doesn’t even rate a mention. It’s like he was
never even born.”
Today I’m speaking alongside Brendan White as part of the Logos team. And I don’t
think there could be a more relevant message for us to cover as we launch into the
Christmas season at KBC. Logos is about the wisdom and Word of God in the flesh, Jesus
Christ. In John 1:9 we’re told that Christ is the true light that came into the world,
enlightening all people. But as we approach the very time to celebrate the light of the
world entering the human stage, it’s like we’ve had a spiritual blackout.
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Under the commercialism of Christmas,
we’ve forgotten Christ. A cheeky ad from
the United Church of Canada brings it out
well … little kids sitting on Jesus’ knee
making their Christmas wishes. The caption
is too small to read, but it says, “Would you
still take your kids? After all, isn’t Christmas
supposed to be about Him, not the guy in
the red suit?” Now my point isn’t to beat up
on Santa … though the red suit looks
suitably padded so I’m sure he could take it!
My point is that our culture often acts as if
Jesus was never born. Just try bringing up
Jesus’ name in an everyday conversation,
and watch the reaction—the tone changes, people grimace and shift awkwardly from
side to side. It’s like you were at the airport cracking jokes about the bomb in your
backpack.
Perhaps Jesus is best forgotten. I mean, if all we based our opinion on was the media,
then it looks like Jesus has been bad news for this world. It takes religion to get a war
started, right? Christopher Hitchens heads up the band of New Atheists with his bestselling book, God Is Not Great. Just restricting himself to the letter “B,” he argues that,
without religion, there would be no God-inspired cruelty in Belfast, Beirut, Bombay,
Belgrade, Bethlehem, or Baghdad. Hitchens asserts, “As well as being a menace to
civilization, religion has become a threat to human survival. Religion poisons everything.”
Without Jesus and those pesky followers of His, would there have been the
inquisitions, the crusades, and those insane witch-hunts? Maybe John Lennon was right:
Imagine there's no heaven / It's easy if you try
No hell below us / Above us only sky
Nothing to kill or die for / And no religion too
Imagine all the people / Living life in peace...
Now, Lennon’s dream of a world without religion was executed quite literally by
another Lenin, and his mate, Stalin. (It seems humans are broken whether they follow
Christianity or Communism.) But that aside, I think we should be grateful to Lennon, to
Hitchens, and to all the New Atheists for keeping Christians honest. They remind us of
something we should never have forgotten—that we’re finite and fallen, we’re limited
and biased. We’re saved not because we’re better than others, but because we’ve
recognized our brokenness—we need saving. Tell me who isn’t a hypocrite? We need
reminding of this. And for all these grievous sins I’m genuinely sorry. I can’t find a
greater standard by which to judge Christians than the life of Christ. He’s the only sinless
one qualified to cast a stone.
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But were we to stop at this point, we’d have committed a terrible historical sin. For
we would have ignored the tremendous impact of Jesus for good in a world gone wrong.
There is so much more to be said for Jesus’ impact on history.
So, all of this got us thinking. Remember that scene from your favourite Christmas
movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, where this guy way down on his luck yells at God, “I wish I’d
never been born” … and then he watches the world play out without his influence. Well,
what if Jesus didn’t just drift into obscurity. What if he literally drifted out of existence?
Imagine: What if Jesus was never born? What would our world be like if that manger in
Bethlehem had remained empty 2000 years ago?
We sent out a film crew to canvass some opinions on the ground level. Take a look.
CLIP – “What if Jesus was never born” montage and interview, set to “Imagine” (3 mins)

But what would a World without Jesus Look Like?
Thanks to Noel Payne for his work on getting these responses. Perhaps you’re
thinking that those responses were overly positive? I agree. The reality is that Noel
spent a night outside Eldorado cinemas and asked literally 30+ people for their thoughts,
and the majority refused. In the words of one lady, “Jesus has got nothing to do with
me.” A group of teens retorted, “Jesus didn’t even exist. He’s not part of Christmas
anymore.” So if the sampling is soft, then spare a thought for Noel. It’s for exactly these
reasons that we’re exploring this topic tonight—for Jesus is worth another look.
So, what would a world without Jesus look like? Well, to start with, I have no idea
what year we’d be in. It’s hard to be afraid of a global tragedy in 2012 if not for the
marker of Jesus’ life dividing history in two. And whose name would we curse by next
time a car cuts us off in peak hour or we slice a golf ball? “Holy Rudd?” For another thing,
I can’t imagine that we’d be here on a Sunday, joining two out of five people on the face
of the earth, singing to some obscure Jewish guy.
Beyond that, it gets hard to work out how the world would be different. This world is
the only one we know. So we’ll take a different tack to see what a world without Jesus
would look like. Let’s consider Jesus’ legacy in this world—in his life, in history, and even
today. If we can see the difference He’s made, then maybe we can understand how the
world would be if He never existed.
And His influence is wide-reaching. In the words of William Lecky, a skeptic and
famous historian, over the last two millennia, Jesus’ life “has been not only the highest
pattern of virtue, but the strongest incentive to its practice; [he] has exercised so deep an
influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of three short years of active life
has done more to regenerate and soften mankind than all the arguments of philosophers
and all the advice of moralists.”
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There is so much we could explore, but I’m going to cover just two aspects of Jesus’
legacy, and then Brendan will wrap up with three more ways that everything in history
downstream of Jesus’ life has been changed for the better—like a dandelion blown by
the wind, the seeds of his legacy have planted new life across this whole world.
So, what is Jesus’ legacy.

What is Jesus’ Legacy?
(1) INCARNATION: A New Way to Live
Let’s start with INCARNATION: in Jesus we find a new way to live. “Incarnation” is a
fancy Latin word that means “to put on flesh.” This theme is strongest in our Christmas
carols: “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate deity, born as man with man
to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel, Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn king!"
God comes in human flesh. There’s no “pie in the sky” spirituality with this down-toearth God. Now, I want to unpack this, but I think it’ll make more sense if we start with
right here and now, 21st century earth.
How would you describe the state of our planet? Thriving? Surviving? Or is it
“groaning”? I was recently on Lady Elliot Island, snorkelling on the Great Barrier Reef.
And even there as I interacted with one of the world’s great wonders, amidst the beauty
of colourful fish and coral, there were signs of a planetary groan: coral bleaching, species
dying out, and oceans warming. Hanging out with some of the staff that night, I heard a
different groan as they downed a few too many vodka and cokes while whinging of this
controlling boss and that demanding tourist. The third world groans in starvation,
famine, and the fallout from dictatorships and natural disaster. The second world groans
with inhumane working conditions as greedy bosses strive to secure their slice of western
wealth. And the first world groans as the economy collapses, our marriages disintegrate,
our families fracture, and our lives spin out of control in a technological blur.
In Romans 8:22-23, Paul puts it this way:
“We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time . . . as we wait eagerly for the redemption of our bodies. For
in this hope we were saved.”
So, in the 21st century, how do we deal with such a deep seated groan? For those
who’ve dismissed God and hope in humanity as our only Saviour, two main options
present . . . either the way of the materialist, or the way of the mystic.
First is the way of the materialist. Matter is all there is—molecules in motion. So
study the world and control your circumstances. Everything can be solved with enough
money, mental exertion, and medication to drug up and dull the pain. Yet our deepest
needs for intimacy, hope, and meaning go unmet. And if matter is all there is, then on
what basis can I judge one state of affairs as better than another? “What is, is right. I
mean, it’s sad that millions of people starve, but ultimately why should I care?” Science
as saviour is insufficient: it can tell me how the planets move, but not why I should move
on the planet. So increasingly the west has turned to the east for another way.
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So the second way is the way of the mystic. If money and medication don’t cut it,
then let’s try meditation. And if we meditate long enough, maybe we’ll be enlightened to
realize that you, me, and the whole physical world is some kind of illusion—maya. The
only reason we groan is because we’ve desired that which is impermanent … and at the
base of it all everything is “one” anyway—we are God, or we are nothing. Either way,
matter doesn’t ultimately matter.
So for the materialist, matter matters, but it has no meaning and we are at the mercy
of chance. And for the mystic, matter doesn’t matter, so our only hope is escape from
this groaning planet.
This is not so different to Jesus’ time, as we read of debates in Acts 17 between the
Epicureans, Stoics, and Platonists. Take your pick: chance and fate, or escape.
Now, if I haven’t lost you already, you’re probably wondering what this has to do with
incarnation. In short, everything. The world offers two ways to live: the materialist
option, and the mystical option. But neither of these offers real hope for a groaning
planet and a hurting people. And until we understand this, we can’t appreciate how
radical God’s solution in Jesus was, nor why it has revolutionized history.
We read in John 1:1-4, and 14:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
… Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. . . . The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Do you get this? God, who is Spirit, took on flesh. No longer does chance have the
last say; no longer do we need to escape. Instead, matter matters, and matter has
meaning. The world has hope.
God created us with a mandate to cultivate this world and make it fruitful. As it says
in Psalm 111:2, “Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who take delight in
them.” But after that major mishap in the Garden of Eden, matter was tainted. People
wondered if God’s “very good” over creation still stood. Had he abandoned the world?
And should we abandon the world. Perhaps our hope is in spiritual escape? Deny the
body, despise matter, and hope in a disembodied Heaven when we die. God’s answer in
the incarnation is an emphatic “NO!” to escape. “For God so loved the world [Grk., the
kosmos … the earth, the stars, the universe, every person, every creature, every stone,
every tree, every molecule in motion] … For God so loved the cosmos that He gave His
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life” (John
3:16). No wonder we’re called to announce this good news to all of creation (Mark
16:15)—for God had a plan to embody and redeem matter. This is our hope.
Is it any wonder that part of Christ’s legacy in the world is the gift of science? Only in
Christianity do we see the rise of science and the flourishing study of nature for the
benefit of all creation. God the Creator—a divine law-giver—told us to study His world to
make it fruitful. Then God as Redeemer invites us into His mission to help heal a hurting
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world where matter matters. Choose your strand of science—the pioneering work
almost without fail was done by a committed Christian:
Calculus and Dynamics: Sir Isaac Newton; Hydrostatics: Blaise Pascal; Energetics: Lord
Kelvin; Antiseptic Surgery: Lord Joseph Lister; Chemistry: Robert Boyle; and the list goes
on. Johannes Keppler, the Father of modern astronomy, considered his scientific pursuits
as “thinking God’s thoughts after Him.”
Science is not anti-Christian. Instead, science is part of Christ’s legacy of incarnation.
So Jesus became a model of what it means to be fully alive—he grew in wisdom and
stature, in favour with God and all people (Luke 2:52). And at the right time he launched
his Kingdom vision as “God’s total answer to humanity’s total need.” In Luke 4:18-19 we
read Jesus’ mission statement:
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour."
Jesus never played off physical and spiritual against each other. In Jesus’ mission,
matter mattered, but matter had meaning. The whole universe is alive with the grandeur
of God. In E. Stanley Jones’ words, Jesus’ mission was holistic salvation. It spelled good
news to everyone, but it’s especially good news to the economically disinherited, good
news to the socially and politically disinherited, good news to the physically disinherited,
and good news to the spiritually disinherited. It’s the season of JUBILEE! The time of
God’s favour on planet earth had begun, where all debts were cancelled, slaves were
freed, land was redistributed, and the world would begin again to reflect God’s “very
good” he announced at creation (Leviticus 25, 27).
Incarnation gave us a new way to live—a third way between the materialist and the
mystic. Because God took on flesh, in a particular culture at a particular time, every
culture across all of time has meaning. Following Christ’s model of incarnation, the good
news has taken on flesh in word and deed, through translation work, holistic health care
and hospitals, and creation care by groups like A Rocha and Green-Peace, all established
by Christians to care for a groaning planet that God Himself entered in order to restore.
What does this look like in the modern world? Perhaps it looks like Dr. Paul Brand. If
you’ve read any Philip Yancey then you’re sure to have come across Paul Brand. Sadly,
time doesn’t permit to retrace much of his life, but let me share just a bit of his story.
Dr. Brand was an orthopaedic surgeon who spent most of his medical career in India.
From outward appearances he lived an ordinary life, drove an ordinary car, and lived in a
very humble dwelling among India’s outcasts. He worked with lepers. Leprosy still
afflicts millions of people across the world, but to get a western equivalent, picture
spending your life studying, serving, handling, and hugging destitute AIDS victims who
have open, weeping sores, with no hope of healing or social inclusion. This was his life.
Careful research convinced him that the terrible symptoms of that cruel disease—missing
toes and fingers, blindness, ulcers, facial deformities—all traced back not to a flesh eating
disease, but to the single cause of painlessness. Dr. Brand made pioneering discoveries in
this field, not in some sterile lab away from the groans of the world, but incarnated as
part of his bloody day to day existence. During his life, Paul Brand was recognized as the
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world’s foremost authority on Leprosy—he had regular offers to head up major medical
centres in England and the U.S., with distinguished lectureships all over the world. He
was appointed as Commander of the Order of the British Empire by Queen Elizabeth II,
selected as the only Westerner to serve on the Mahatma Gandhi Foundation, and served
as an expert consultant to the World Health Organization. He even had hand-surgery
procedures named in his honour. Yet he lived in community with lepers. He thrived in
the dirty, earthy conditions, and never lost his adventurous spirit to live life to the full—
whether in reciting Shakespeare and the derivation of Greek, Hebrew, and Latin words,
or delighting in how the African weaver birds build its elaborate nest using only one foot
and a beak. If “the glory of God is man fully alive,” then Dr. Brand reflected the glory of
God. To him, these neglected people were not nobodies, but people made in the image
of God, and he devoted his life to try to honour that image. In Brand’s words, his hard
earned knowledge was a “gift of God, who has made our bodies more perfectly than we
could ever have devised.” Brand wrote a book based on the analogy of the church as the
body of Christ, finding a harmony between the natural and spiritual world.
Yancey journeyed with Dr. Brand for over ten years. In Yancey’s words, “wounded by
the church, plagued by doubts, I had neither the maturity nor the ability to express much
of my own fledgling faith. Yet I could write with utter integrity about Dr. Brand’s faith,
and through that process his words and thoughts became mine too. … As a journalist, I
gave words to his faith. In exchange, he gave faith to my words. … You need only meet
one saint to believe, to silence the noisy arguments of the world, and I had the
inestimable privilege of spending leisurely hours getting to know a distinguished and
faithful follower of Jesus.”1 History has been indelibly imprinted by the Incarnation. In
Christ, we have a new way to live.

1

Philip Yancey, In the Likeness of God (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004), 19, 26. Much of what preceded was either
directly or indirectly drawn from Yancey’s introduction to Dr. Brand’s work in this book, pp. 11-26.
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(2) HUMILITY: A New Way to Lead
But not only in Christ do we have a new way to live. In Jesus we have a brand new
way to lead. This is the legacy of HUMILITY—of servant leadership.
In our world, where we keep a solid line between church and state, it’s easy to think
of Jesus as a-political. He was about spiritual power, right, while Caesar was about
earthly power? But in reality, Jesus’ whole life made a massive political statement. All of
Rome’s favourite imperial language was infused with new meaning. Under Caesar, Rome
had a Kingdom. Caesar’s power was announced with pomp and ceremony by an
evangelist who spoke of victory in a distant battle. Caesar Augustus, for instance, took
the title of Saviour, King of Kings, the Son of God, and he headed up the Roman public
assembly known as the Ekklesia. The crowds would worship Caesar, and expectation
geared up for the parousia, literally the return of Caesar’s presence to their town.
If you know the history, it’s not rocket science
to see the parallels. The Ekklesia is the Greek
word we use for church, and the parousia is our
word for Jesus’ second coming. We worship the
King of Kings who was anointed at His baptism by
the Spirit to inaugurate a Kingdom, in which He
defeated Satan and pronounced our freedom. Our
Saviour, the Lord of Lords, demanded obedience
such that early Christians went to their death for
refusing to pay homage to Caesar. If Christ is Lord,
then what of Caesar?
In the words of Shane Clairborne and Chris
Haw’s intriguing book, Jesus was presenting
himself as a “new kind of commander-in-Chief.”
Thus, Jesus for President.
In practical terms, what does this mean?
While I was studying in Vancouver, the U.S. Presidential elections dominated all the
news channels. The race for power started with many candidates, but by the end, only
the richest and most charismatic were left. The budgets were big, but the promises were
even bigger. As expectations reached fever pitch, Senator Obama had to remind his
supporters, “Contrary to the rumours that you may have heard, I was not born in a
manger.” I remember one of the major magazines the day after the election, running the
headline, “America has founds its Savior.” … But Jesus for President?
This Christmas, why don’t you grab a Bible and read back over Luke’s account of
Jesus’ birth. What a stark contrast to this world’s striving for power.
As blasphemous as this sounds, I want you to picture for a moment that you’re God.
You have this radical plan to enter the world and set up your Kingdom as the King of
Kings and the Lord of Lords. How would you set the ball rolling? Perhaps you could beam
out of the sky like Dr. Spock to an awaiting audience. Or you could commandeer all the
air-waves and broadcast how the long awaited Saviour of the world was soon to be born
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in a palatial residence near Capitol Hill. Perhaps you could capture all the competing
Kings and make them bow at your feet, set to Michael Jackson’s “Beat It”—it could be
quite a show! None of this fits, though, for Jesus is a new kind of commander-in-Chief …
If you’ve ever wondered about God’s sense of humour, then study Jesus’ delight in irony
as he subversively exposes and overturns power structures.
As Jesus Himself later pointed out,
“You've observed how godless rulers throw their weight around, and when people get
a little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It's not going to be that way with you.
Whoever wants to be great must become a servant. Whoever wants to be first among you
must be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not to be
served—and then to give away his life in exchange for many who are held hostage" (Mark
10:42-45, MSG).
Honestly, if you were God, would you ever pick a crazy dude running around the
deserts, covered in camel’s hair and eating locusts, as your messenger: “Repent! Rethink
and align with God’s coming Kingdom!” Would you entrust the fate of the world to the
response of two rural teenagers? Would you put on the “Hallelujah Angel-Show” for
simple shepherds, the scum of society who weren’t even counted as worthy of inclusion
in the census? Would you have the courage to enter the world as a lowly baby, the
creator of the world emerging blood-smeared to face a planet that couldn’t even find a
place for him to stay?
What would this look like if Jesus was born today? An unwed mother, homeless,
forced to look for shelter under a controlling colonial government—all in a land
recovering from violent civil wars. . . . Perhaps Jesus would be born to a young refugee
girl living in Darfur. Or on our home turf, it’s like the hope of humanity being born to an
illiterate adolescent in Ipswich, where an angelic rock-concert was held just for Kenny the
Plumber and six of his mates.
What kind of King is this? A Saviour who works from within the bowels of humanity,
and leads as a servant. His only weapons are a basin and a towel to wash the dirt from
the feet of the world. His grand entrance into Israel’s corridors of power is on the
equivalent of a tricycle—lowly and riding on a borrowed donkey. His call sign is a crucifix.
And what kind of Kingdom is He establishing? A Kingdom that grows like mustard
bushes, a common weed that Jews didn’t even see fit to plant in their garden, where the
undesirable fowls of this world could find a home. Just like the mustard seed, Jesus’
knew that his potency would only be released when it was crushed. “Unless a seed falls
to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds” (John 12:24).
This is simply unheard of in all of history. Brand New. This is Jesus’ legacy. Leaders
who listen, who absorb the evil of the world in their own suffering . . . people quick to act
without drawing attention, who aren’t afraid to speak the truth even when it might cost
their life.
As many theologians have noticed, God has a preferential option for the poor. As it
says in 2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become
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rich.” In Christ’s Kingdom, he sets the bar so low that only the poor, the weak, the needy,
and the outcast can limbo in (1 Corinthians 1:18-31). And in a success driven world,
where we strive for more power, this can drive us crazy. Why did God do it this way?
Why? Because the truth is that we are all broken, poor, and needy—and while we
boast in ourselves and our self-sufficiency, we have hands closed to God’s mercy. So
Christ has set up a Kingdom in which the first are last, to live you must die, and to gain,
you have to give your life away. Christ’s legacy is humility: a new way to lead.
It’s this legacy that we see in Mahatma Gandhi’s courageous non-resistance modelled
off Christ’s example to turn the other cheek. It’s this legacy in Desmond Tutu as he dealt
with the fall out from South Africa’s apartheid. Instead of retribution and a sword, he led
with a Truth and Reconciliation Committee to hear and forgive all wrongdoing during a
time of clemency. And it’s Christ’s legacy we see in Martin Luther King, leading enslaved
African Americans to equality and freedom. In King’s words, “To our most bitter
opponents we say: ‘Throw us in jail and we will still love you. Bomb our houses and
threaten our children and we will still love you. Beat us and leave us half dead, and we
will still love you. But be assured that we will wear you down by our capacity to suffer.
One day we shall so appeal to your heart and conscience that we shall win you in the
process, and our victory will be a double victory.” And it was only in dying that King’s
dream was realized.
Before I pass onto Brendan, two examples—one old, and one new. I think this will
make Christ’s legacy clear.
Perhaps my favourite ancient example of humble leadership is that of St. Francis of
Assisi. Living around 1200 AD, Francis grew up as a popular
people person with hopes of becoming a professional poet
and a war hero. But he also had a soft heart for the
hurting and unpopular, never wanting to turn a beggar
away. On the night before riding out to battle, he received
a vision “splendid with swords, patterned after the cross in
the Crusading fashion, of spears and shields and helmets
hung in a high armoury, all bearing the sacred sign. When
he awoke he accepted the dream as a trumpet bidding him
to the battlefield, and rushed out to take horse and arms.”
But on the long journey he fell sick with fever, and was laid
up in bed. He saw another vision and heard a voice that
said, “You have mistaken the meaning of the vision.
Return to your own town.” He’s misunderstood Christ’s
way of leadership. Disappointed and embarrassed, Francis
returned to his town, labelled a coward. Yet as he entered
Assisi, the first thing he saw was a leper on the path, right
in his way—a vulgar sight from which most people would
run. Francis, though—never known to do things in
halves—felt God compel him to spring from his horse and
rush to the leper, throwing his arms around the outcast. Thus began Francis’ journey to
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embracing the unlovely. His next adventure was God’s call for him to rebuild a
dilapidated church. He did so by selling his own horse, and then trading in some bales of
his father’s cloth, making the sign of the cross over them to indicate their charitable
destination. Yet Francis’ father didn’t see it quite the same way. He took him to court
and had him locked up. A coward, now a thief. Humiliated, when Francis was brought
again before the court, he promptly paid for the fabric, and returned even the clothes he
wore which has father had given him, identifying God alone as his true father. He walked
out half-naked into the snow covered winter woods, shamed, yet strangely full of joy and
a song. Francis was known even to change clothes with beggars to give them the better
deal, and he stylishly wore a discarded horse girdle as a belt, wearing the outfit of a
tramp with pride. Yet within ten years, that makeshift costume was the uniform of five
thousand men, all inspired by his selfless life. God’s call on Francis was to conquer by
serving. His role was not that of the knight, but that of a court jester, a juggler for God
who exposed the foolishness of the world by becoming a fool himself. Francis was
learning to carry his cross. G. K. Chesterton, in his biography on Francis speaks of the
nursery tale in which “if a man were to bore a hole through the centre of the earth and
climb continually down and down, there would come a moment at the centre when he
would seem to be climbing up and up. . . . We cannot follow Saint Francis to that final
spiritual overturn in which complete humiliation becomes complete holiness or
happiness, because we have never been there. . . . We have never gone up like that
because we have never gone down like that. . . . But when Francis came forth from his
cave, he was wearing the same word ‘fool’ as a feather in his cap; as a crest or even a
crown. He would go on being a fool; he would become more and more of a fool; he
would be the court fool of the King of Paradise.” From then on Francis was known for his
vow of poverty and charity, to sacrificial service loving the least, the lost, and the lonely.
Lepers would gather to him. A whole movement formed around his leadership, not
characterized by strict discipline, but instead by love of nature and joy over the simplest
things—service was the overflow of happiness. In life, Francis never “compared himself
with his followers, toward whom he might appear as a master; instead he compared
himself more and more with his Master [Jesus], toward whom he appears only as a
servant.” In death Francis stretched himself out on the bare earth in the pattern of the
cross. Francis’ moral authority and leadership came from his credibility as a joyful
servant of all humanity. His was a powerful example of Christ’s legacy.
Turning to the present, Christ’s life has revolutionized how we understand and
respond to the world’s most physically poor, also known as “the bottom billion.” In
recent years we’ve come to understand the plight of one-sixth of the world’s people,
trapped in poverty with no path out. We’ve become aware that to some degree it’s been
our western greed that has kept them there. So in the words of one economist, poverty
has become “The White Man’s Burden.” To make up for our colonial sins, we throw huge
money into what seems like a bottomless hole, hoping the problem will go away. Yet our
basic approach to leadership has remained the same. We think we have all the answers,
so we try and control those who we think are weaker, poorer, or dumber, all for their
benefit. So today’s Strategists plan to fix the poor, which just continues a legacy of
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colonialism where the powerful white man speaks and everyone else should shut up and
listen. But what if there was a different way to lead?
Following in Christ’s legacy, there has been a radical shift toward servant leadership.
Organizations like Opportunity International, and Food for the Hungry, enter a
community, live among the hurting, and simply listen. What are your needs? What are
your hurts? What are your hopes? And then they find locals within these communities
who have ideas to make things better. They form a partnership. The top-down plans are
put aside, and they search for grass roots solutions that change one family at a time.
In a Ugandan Village, expansion of a National Park evicted thousands of residents.
Their land was taken and no one knew what to do with these people. So Food for the
Hungry, a Christian organization, sent an assessment team to walk with them and listen.
There were no schools, no hospitals, and no roads. But they found some committed
leaders from within the community who had a heart for change. Strategic partnerships
were made with generous churches in the West, and overtime a hospital was built that is
now funded by the Ugandan government, and staffed by locals. The same happened
with schooling and HIV education, all directed by these Ugandan refugees. And in the
last few years the community has come together with an idea to plant and harvest a
range of crops, making them effectively drought proof. This village is now self-sustaining
and has even helped fund and train surrounding communities.
We see the same thing in India where 40% of children live in poverty and extreme
hardship. Opportunity international believes that one of the best ways to feed, clothe,
and educate a poor child is to support their parents to create their own sustainable
livelihood. They do this through servant leadership: they listen to the people’s hopes and
needs, and then they provide training and support to help them, so they can help others.
Take Shanthi. Shanthi had the idea of becoming an ice-cream vendor. It started small
with a loan of $95 Australian (3000 Rupees)—this purchased the utensils, bells, moulds,
ice box, and other equipment. With Opportunity International’s encouragement, Shanthi
has now been in business for 15 years, learning skills to diversify and sell seasonal fruit
when business is quiet. She’s even experimented with her own traditional mango icecream blend—quite a hit with the locals as it’s extra creamy! This business has drawn
Shanthi and her husband together, as co-workers, and since that time, they have helped
no less than 20 people start their own ice-cream business.
Has Jesus made a difference in this world? Absolutely! In Christ’s legacy, our world
has been blessed with a model of leaders who listen, and leaders who serve. Thank God
that 2000 years ago, Christ was born. Thanks Brendan.
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What if Jesus’ had never been born? If it seems hard to imagine it just shows how much
Jesus’ birth and the lives of his Christian followers have transformed history.
Dave has shared tonight two of the ways Jesus’ birth impacted his history. Today I want
to look at three other distinct characteristics of Jesus’ life that have gone on to impact the
world.

(3) IMMANUEL: A New Way to Relate
The third and I’ll touch only briefly on this is that Jesus’ birth has completely changed
how people relate to God. In the 8th century B.C. Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would
give birth to a son and they would call him IMMANUEL: which means God with us. The
true message of Christmas is one that staggers the imagination. Jesus, who is God the
Son, begins a journey as a beautiful and tiny life inside his mother Mary.
But why does the human race need Immanuel, God with us? Because the plain truth is
that without "God with us" there would be no hope. We’ve be stranded for eternity,
separated from God. So perhaps the biggest impact Jesus’ birth has had isn’t in this world
but will be in the next one.
Jesus’ in being Immanuel changed how we relate to God. There is no distance. Jesus
spoke to God as his ‘Abba’ his father. He talked to God in such a personal way because he
is showing the world God wants us to know him intimately. It means we don’t need a
priest to stand before God for us, we can just go straight to our father.
Christ with us is how around the world, there is no one model of how we conduct church.
Rather Jesus says ‘when two or three or gathered, I am with you’. That is why we can see
revival, the presence, power and move of God in the smallest of house churches in China
or the biggest Mega churches in the west.
Why? Because we don’t need a model, we just need to realize that God is with us. When
we begin to live in the truth that Christ is in us; that is when the rest of the world sees
Jesus. His love compelled him to action. It is the compassion and ‘love-in-action’ of Jesus
that has left the biggest mark in world history.
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(4) COMPASSION: A New Way to Love
Jesus’ Example:
And that is the fourth impact he had. If Jesus’ had never been born, if the manager in
Bethlehem had remained empty, the world would surely be a less compassionate place.
Jesus’ life was a model of compassion and He showed the world a new way to love. The
heart of Jesus must have deeply impressed those who knew him. The gospels record 14
occasions where He was “moved” with compassion and even other times of him
weeping. He would see someone hurting, struggling and be moved to help. He felt
compassion and he acted on it.
That resonates with me. It really does. He cared for the no bodies. He didn’t shy away
from interacting with lepers, or prostitutes or a woman who was ‘unclean’ because she’d
had bleeding for twelve years. And in the Jewish culture of Jesus’ day, touching a
ceremonially and hygienically unclean person was unthinkable. Funny thing is Jesus’
never seemed to think like everyone else. He had a new way of living as a model of
compassion.
Jesus’ showed compassion where you wouldn’t expect, in ways that weren’t the social
norm. He reached out his hand to those society had marginalized. He cared for people no
one else did: the lame, children, woman, and the diseased. He meet their needs. He
healed the sick where everywhere he went and just showed everyone that they were
valuable to God. And he commended us to do the same.
Church History:
A review of church history can show us how important and powerful Jesus’ love in action
was. While there are many examples that can be drawn upon, we will just touch on a
few. Let’s look at the beginning of Christianity. Our faith developed from an obscure
messianic movement on the edge of the Roman Empire with less followers than are in
this building today. Within two hundred years it was dominant world faith. Why was this?
The first century believers showed the radical compassion of Jesus.
An example of the power of compassion stands out from the second and third centuries
AD when several plagues wiped out a third of the Roman Empire. During these plagues,
Christians would show love and care for the sick by providing basic bed care such as
bringing each other water, washing the sick, and making their meals. As result more
Christians survived these epidemics.
This ended up growing even further because as I was researching this topic I didn’t realize
that the concept of a hospital was virtually invented by the church. Before hospitals the
best people could do for the sick was drag them into the local pagan temple where with
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all these sick people and no understanding of hygienic practices, illness spread. Then
Christianity came along and virtually invented the hospital system so the sick would be
taken care of and ministered to on the basis of the love of Christ which should be shared.
Today:
Today, around the world you can see Christian’s showing love of Christ.
Take Irene Gleeson. Sixteen years ago she sold her beachside home in Sydney and moved
to Northern Uganda so she could show the love of God. She lived in her campervan while
she started a school under a mango tree for 50 war traumatized kids. She now runs five
schools for 10,000 children that provide free schooling, meals and medicine. And these
kids have a future because she has set up vocational colleges to teach them a trade.
When asked about her ministry she said “many people think ministry should be big in
numbers and that’s how successful you are – but ministry is sharing the love of Jesus and
his servant heart with those in your immediate area.” She reminds me of when Mother
Teresa said “If you can’t feed a hundred people, just feed one.”
Heidi and Roland Baker moved to Mozambique in 1995 to start an orphanage and love
those no one else would. When they arrived they were offered a horribly dilapidated and
neglected "orphanage," with 80 of the worst of
the worst kids but they were joyfully took it.
Since then, their ministries have expanded and
they have begun to see the nation of
Mozambique transform. They have been part of
planting 5,000 churches and now take care of
2,000 children. They’ve even built a home
especially for AIDS babies. At the heart of all
they do is love.
CLIP – Heidi Baker telling her story of the cholera clinic in Africa (2 ½ mins)
These examples of love in Africa are impacting the entire continent and are being noticed
around the world. In 2008, a former a British politician and now journalist, Matthew
Parris, who has travelled, lived and worked extensively in Africa published an article
titled “As an atheist, I truly believe Africa needs God”.
From his time in Africa, he saw that Christians care for peoples needs by building
hospitals, teaching people to read and providing love. Even though he explicitly states he
does not believe in God, he does believes in the compassion and morals of the Christians
working for others in Africa. He finished his article by saying,
“Removing Christian evangelism from the African equation may leave the continent at the
mercy of a combination of Nike, the witch doctor, the mobile phone and the machete.”
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(5) IDENTITY: A New Way to Be Human
Jesus’ Example:
The final impact Jesus has had on the world that I’d like to look at is how he showed a
new way to be human. If Jesus had never been born the world would look so immensely
different because Jesus valued and validated the individual. Jesus lived in a world where
the individual could be lost amongst the crowd. He lived at a time when human rights
didn’t exist. Most people weren’t Roman citizens and enjoyed few if any rights at all.
Yet Jesus said the individual mattered. And perhaps one of the most comforting
characteristics about Jesus is that he liked people. He didn’t start the Christian faith by
writing a book. Instead he accumulated friends. Each of the gospels reveals a Christ who
ate with people, attended parties, drank with people, prayed with people and travelled
with people. You get the impression he was a people sort of guy.
So it’s no surprise that he taught his followers that people will know you are his disciple,
if you love one another. It’s why when Jesus was in excruciating unimaginable pain
dying on a cross he wasn’t thinking of him self. Instead he turned to his best friend, the
disciple John and asked him to take care of his mum. That’s so touching and it shows
how relational Jesus’ was.
It’s also why he treated women as children of God. I think we can all agree that men and
woman are equally valuable. If anyone can’t agree with me on that please raise your
hand so the ladies can take appropriate action. Yet during Jesus’ life it is unequivocally
the case that woman were on almost all levels inferior to men. They were often viewed in
New Testament times as second rate citizens and were treated accordingly.
In Jesus’ ministry however he did not ‘go with the flow’ of the culture of his day. Instead
we see that Jesus had woman followers.
In fact Luke tells us that some of these
woman followers were providing
financially for Jesus’ and his disciples.
There is the story of Jesus’ stopping a
woman from being stoned for adultery,
of forgiving the sins of a prostitute who
used her tears and hair to wipe his feet
and the time he spoke with an outcast
Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus’
valued woman equally as men at a time
when society didn’t because he had a
new way to love.
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It then becomes fascinating to realize that one of the reasons Christianity spread so
quickly was because it treated people and particularly women better than everyone else.
Early Christianity held huge appeal for woman because within the Christian culture
women enjoyed equal status with men. What you get is a new faith that was attracting
large and disproportionate numbers of women. So early Christianity experienced high
birthrates; and as the woman refused to kill unwanted babies the church had a fast
growing population. But the church didn’t just have a lot of children, they adopted them
too. In ancient Roman cities each day unwanted babies were left ‘exposed’ on the city
rubbish dumps. And Christians couldn’t take this, they started picking up and adopting
these children others had left to die. All this was driven by a church following Jesus model
of valuing people.
Even today where Christianity comes into contact with primitive cultures its influence is
often to end the abuse of woman, the practice of polygamy and sometimes even
cannibalism. I heard a story of an American G.I who during World War II was stranded on
a tropical island. He saw a local native carrying a Bible and told him that he didn’t believe
in that book. The native looked at him, smiled and said “Well it’s a good thing I do
otherwise I would eat you.”
Church History:
I want to share a great example of how the church followed Jesus’ on this and impacted
history. If Jesus had never been born it seems likely we would live in a world with slavery.
The history of slavery is long and complex but it stands as one of the darkest stains on
human history. Yet of all the world religions only in Christianity did the idea develop that
slavery was sinful and must be abolished. Where slavery has been brought to an end,
the impetus has been Christianity.
The example most people know is that of William Wilberforce who spent his lifetime
working desperately through the British parliament and in public to have slaves freed.
Wilberforce gathered a group of like minded men and they fought the slave trade. First
they stopped people catching more slaves in Africa and being brought to British
territories. That took 25 years. But they also fought to have all the slaves in the British
Empire freed. When Wilberforce was on his death bed he received the good news that
his life long crusade had succeeded and that all slaves, through the British Empire were to
be given their freedom. He said “thank God” and within three days had passed away.
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Today:
In today’s world it is easy to feel like a number in centre link queue where your rank
might be determined by your success, wealth or good looks. (So Dave B might be at the
front of this queue and hopefully I’m somewhere in the middle with ugoes at the back).
But Jesus’ never ranked people, he only valued them and he values all of us.
I saw this in action last year when my wife and I were lucky enough to be traveling
through the Middle East and we got to see the work of a ministry called ‘The Door of
Hope’. It’s a shelter for prostitutes in the middle of Tel Aviv in Israel and their mission is
to love those no one will by providing food, showers and cleans beds these woman to
sleep in.
Clip - Door of Hopes Work (1 ½ mins)
Two thousand years after Jesus first showed he cared about everyone, including
prostitutes Christians like ‘Dave’ are still carrying that light and following his example.

How Will You Respond to Jesus’ Legacy?
Finally if you think about your own life, can you imagine what it would be like if Jesus’
had never been born? For some that might mean they’d never have left a life of drugs, or
gambling. For others Jesus has walked them through times of depression and hardship.
We all have spheres of influence and probably there are people in our lives who saw
Jesus in what we did. So if your ever challenged that the Christianity has been a burden
on the world you don’t need to know every example from world history of the good
Christians do. Just tell them the good that Jesus’ or Christians you know have done for
you.
What would a world without Jesus be like? I don’t know. But I do believe it would be
darker place that we can imagine. All the things Dave and I have looked at today probably
wouldn’t be there. The truth is it’s inconceivable to picture such a world because
Christianity has totally shaped the last two thousand years of world history. Everything
from the monarchies of the United Kingdom to architecture, music and art.
The point of the question “What if Jesus’ had never been born” is that it provides a
springboard to realize all the amazing good Christians and the church have done. While
the church and Christians have made mistakes, on the whole, Jesus’ birth and the lives of
his Christian followers have been an immense force for good.
Just to make sure that isn’t missed behind me is a slide with a handful of famous
organizations that were either are Christian or were founded by Christians in modern
times.
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• Royal Flying Doctor Service founded in 1928 by the Reverend John FLYNN (18801951)
• Life Line founded in 1963 by Alan Walker (1911-2003)
• The Salvation Army founded in (1865) (in 100 counties, couldn’t be a Salvation
Army without a saviour. 10 million families are helped a year by these Christian
group.
• Christian humanitarian Robert Pierce (1914-78) founded World Vision &
Samaritan’s Purse
• Mother Teresa (1910-1997) and the Missionaries of Charity
• Opportunity International (1971)
• Tear Fund (1968)
• Compassion (1952)
• Mercy Ships (1978)
• Christian Blind Mission (1908)
• Save the Children (1919) founded by the Christian Elantyne Jebb (1876-1928)
• Oxfam (1942)
• Prison Fellowship (1976) Chuck Colson (1931-)
• Red Cross (1863) founded by Christian Henry Dunant (1828-1910). A group so
influential it is thought to have saved literally millions of human lives.
• Amnesty International founded in 1961 by two Christians one of whom was a
lawyer.
• Even the RSPCA was founded by Christians in 1824.
So today Dave and I have covered a lot of content. Hopefully it was interesting, and
whether you are a believer or not hopefully it gave a taste of how better the world is for
Jesus’ birth. But what’s the point of all the information, stories and illustrations? What do
we hope you take away?
If you are person tonight who doesn’t know Jesus’ I’d encourage you to keep
considering whether this Christmas you’d like to know Jesus and not just know of Jesus.
If you are a believer then there is just one point to this message and I’m telling you at
the end, so it’s the easiest to remember! The one thing is that church has been such a
force for good in the world because individual Christians choose to follow Jesus’ selfless
example to make the world a better place. The heart of the Christmas message is Jesus’
came not just to provide a future hope of paradise after we die; he wants to provide a
hope for the here and now in the present. He wants to see this world restored…and he
wants to see us partner with him to do it.
My hope is that today’s message might inspire you to be the miracle to the world around
you. I once I heard a poem that captures this so beautifully.
“Only one life will soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last”
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Discussion Questions
(1) Why has religion in general, and Christianity in particular, got such a bad name
today? Is it justified? And what can we learn from this?
(2) As a group, brainstorm and discuss all the ways, both great and small, good and
bad, that the world would be different if Jesus was never born.
(3) We’ve shared with you five key legacies that Christ’s life has left. What was your
general impression of these points? What was new to you? Which story impacted
you the most? And did you disagree on any point?
(4) Work back through the five points and discuss: a) how well does the church live
this legacy today; and b) how well do I personally live this legacy? What would it
take for the church, and you as a Christian, to look more like the Christ?
(5) Have you responded to Jesus’ legacy? Spend some time considering how you
might, in God’s strength, live this legacy, incarnated in your particular context.
Then, as a group, commit these plans to God and ask for His empowerment.
(6) Take the time to ask your friends their opinion: “How would the world look if Jesus
was never born?” Then, track down one of the following “recommended reading”
books and flesh out the details that might help people this Christmas to clearly see
the amazing legacy of Jesus as Light of the World.

Recommended Reading

Barker, Ash. Make Poverty Personal: Taking the Poor As Seriously As the Bible Does.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2009
Bell, Rob. Jesus Wants to Save Christians. Gardners Books, 2008.
Bouma-Prediger, Steven. For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care.
Engaging culture. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2001.
Brueggemann, Walter. Living Toward a Vision: Biblical Reflections on Shalom. Shalom
resource. New York: United Church Press, 1982.
Chesterton, G. K. Saint Francis of Assisi. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2008.
Claiborne, Shane, and Chris Haw. Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals. Grand
Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2008.
D'Souza, Dinesh. What's so Great About Christianity. Washington, DC: Regnery Pub, 2007.
Jones, E. Stanley. The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person. Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1972.
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Additional Stimulus …
What has been Christ’s legacy across history?
Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
Michael Novak, David N. Livingstone, David Lyle Jeffrey, et al., “Where Would Civilization Be Without
Christianity?”, Christianity Today (6 December 1999):50-59.

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/1999/december6/9te058.html (accessed 16 June 2008)

Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
The Gift of Mission
The act of translating and enculturating the gospel has been Christianity's greatest contribution to human
civilization.
Dale T. Irvin | posted 12/06/1999 12:00AM

Early in the ninth century an anonymous poem known as the Heiland ("Savior") began to circulate among
the Saxons of northern Europe. Two or three generations earlier these same Saxons had been brutally conquered by
the Franks under Charlemagne. Forced to undergo baptism at the point of the sword, they hardly had experienced
authentic evangelization. This was where the Heiland came in, for it translated the story of Christ into the Saxon
language and cultural world. According to this poem, Jesus was the most powerful Chieftain ever born. The words
Jesus used to teach and perform his mighty deeds of "magic" were called "God's Spell" (or gospel). His 12
companion foot soldiers, or thanes, came from among the sons of Saxony, and Jesus conducted his ministry
throughout their lands. For instance, the wedding at Fort Cana was held in a Saxon drinking hall, and the liquor
drawn from the stone vats was the best apple wine. No one hearing the poem could miss its point: Jesus Christ, who
was mightier than Woden, Thor, and the rest of the ancient gods, was alone the true Saxon Savior.
Around the time the Saxons were first coming into contact with Jesus, a small Christian community on the
other side of the world in the imperial capital of China was translating the message of Jesus Christ into the Chinese
language and cultural idioms. A monument erected in 781 in their monastery in the city told how Christians from
the Persian empire had first brought the "Luminous Religion" to the imperial capital more than a century before.
There they had been welcomed by the Chinese emperor, who invited them to translate their Scriptures in the
imperial library. Among their early efforts were a series of evangelistic texts written in Chinese in the style of
Buddhist sutras. One of these, the Jesus-Messiah Sutra, actually uses the term "Buddha" to translate "God."
Another employs the term "Shih-tsun," or "Lord of the Universe," as a Christological title—a term for one of the
most important bodhisattvas, or historical savior figures, of the Buddhist religion. This monument included the
basic tenets of orthodox Christian faith, making it clear that Christian teachings stood apart from other religions. As
if to leave no doubt about the relationship of Christ to other faiths, at the top of the monument was the cross,
standing over symbols of Chinese religion.
Both the Saxon Heiland and the Chinese monument are examples of Christianity translating the message of
Jesus Christ into new languages and contexts. In the first instance, the Christian religion was already well on its
way toward providing a new political and cultural synthesis that was soon to be called "Christendom" in the
European north. In the second it was able to achieve only the most marginal of effects upon Chinese cultural life at
the time, and the Christian community in China was soon to be eclipsed altogether by imperial edict.
Today we might refer to these historical moments as "enculturations" of the gospel. Through this ongoing
process, the salvation that Jesus Christ in his historical incarnation embodied for the women and men around him
has continued to be brought close to others in new times and places on earth. Without a doubt the act of translating
and enculturing the gospel of Jesus Christ has been Christianity's greatest contribution to human civilization over
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these past two millennia. Enculturation does two things. Translating the gospel message affirms and preserves the
cultural world of those who have received the gospel. At the same time, enculturation makes new believers aware
that they belong to a wider community of faith, thereby relativizing their own language and culture.
Examples of this relativizing aspect appear very early in the life of the Christian movement. Many educated
people in the Greco-Roman world knew that there were other civilizations beyond their own, but for the most part
considered those civilizations merely "barbarian." This was especially the case when the foreigners could not speak
Greek. The early Christians in the Greco-Roman world uniquely sought community even with the "barbarian"
nations of the earth. The gospel has within it an inherent boundary-breaking impulse that contradicts the tribalistic
tendency of cultures. The effect has been to challenge each civilization's sense of absoluteness.
According to the "Letter to Diognetus," written by an unknown author in the second or third century:
"Christians are distinguished from other people neither by land, nor language, nor customs; for they do not inhabit
cities of their own, nor use a particular language, nor lead a life that is unusual. But inhabiting Greek as well as
barbarian cities, according to each person's lot … they display to us their wonderful and admittedly paradoxical way
of life. They inhabit their home lands, but as strangers."

God redeems the world by becoming one with the powerless.
The realization that others from beyond one's own cultural or national horizon are now included within the
horizon of divine redemption has often brought with it an openness and desire for fellowship with them. At their
best moments Christians have experienced a commonality that cuts across the frontiers of natural human
affiliation.
An early testimony to this is found in an inscription on a tombstone from the late second century at the
ancient city of Hieropolis (in modern Turkey). The epitaph is written in partially veiled terms because Christianity
was still an illegal religion under Roman law at the time. The tombstone belongs to one who was named Avircius
Marcellus. In his life, the inscription says, he had travelled to Rome to meet the emperor, and to the plains of Syria
all the way to the city of Nisibis, east of the Euphrates. Everywhere he had gone the faith had preceded him, and he
had found persons with whom he could converse (a reference to Christian fellowship). In each place people had set
before him the "fish," an early Christian symbol, and they had shared the bread and wine.
This Christian openness to other classes, cultures, and peoples lies at the very foundation of many of our
deepest sentiments regarding the worth of all humanity. More importantly, Christianity has insisted upon the
dignity and worth especially of those whom the rest of society oppresses, despises, or rejects. Israel insisted that the
God who created heaven and earth sides in history with a lowly slave people who suffered abject oppression at the
hands of the Egyptians. Christians universalized this insight by proclaiming that Jesus Christ, who was born, lived,
and died as a marginal person, is the Lord over all the earth. The message of the New Testament is clear: God does
not redeem the world through the operations of human power, but redeems it by becoming one with the powerless
in our midst. Christianity's contribution to human civilization is the witness that salvation comes from the margins
of society and not from its center.
This is evident today in the explosive growth of Christianity in the so-called Two-Thirds World. The
greatest vitality of Christian faith is being experienced in the continents and civilizations whose peoples have been
rendered marginal by the modern global political system: in Asian churches, where Jesus is often numbered
foremost among the ancient sages; in African churches, where Jesus is often considered chief among the ancestors;
or in Latin American churches, where Jesus is often seen as being first among the poor—in each case the message of
Christian faith is receiving new inspiration and expression.
Today, many in the churches have a healthy missionary consciousness of the need to cross cultural
boundaries at a distance, but fail to match that with a similar consciousness about cultural boundaries close to
home. The segregated and culturally isolated churches of American society threaten to betray the central message
of the gospel that "all of you are one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). When we accommodate ourselves to the dominant
patterns of racial and cultural separation in this nation, we fail to be fully converted to Christ and thus to make our
own contribution to our civilization today. Still, that there are so many grassroot groups now working for
reconciliation and justice tells me that the gospel is still at work transforming our culture.
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Most global-minded Christians today are properly cautious about uncritically extolling the civilizing values
of Christian mission apart from a more self-critical appraisal. Many of us who celebrate the value of
"contextualizing the faith" in other parts of the world are uneasy about aspects of the contextualizations going on at
home. The cultural accommodation of many Western churches looks to some of us to be nothing short of a sign of
their bankruptcy. But then the Christian church has always stood on the edge of its own bankruptcy. Christians do
not proclaim their own churches as the source of salvation. Rather, they proclaim Jesus Christ whom God raised
from the dead. The power of the Christian gospel is found when we embrace our own death in order to experience
the life of resurrection given to us in Jesus Christ. The death of Jesus Christ points us toward the edges of
civilization, on the margins of our society, outside the gates of the city where we must journey if we are to join him
(Heb. 13:12-13). But his resurrection assures us that the stone the builders of human cities have rejected is still the
chief cornerstone of God's new civilization that is yet to come.
Dale T. Irvin is professor of world Christianity at New York Theological Seminary.
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Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
The Gift of Dignity
Where would civilization be today without Christian notions of compassion and solidarity?
by Michael Novak | posted 12/06/1999 12:00AM

Is there anyone who changed secular history more than Christ? Consider this: the followers of Jesus Christ
introduced Gentiles to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Today, two out of five people in the world are
Christians.
Likewise, where would civilization be today without Christian notions of compassion and solidarity? As
atheists such as Bertrand Russell and Richard Rorty have noted, these ideas spring from the legacy of Christ. You
do not have to be a Christian to appreciate parts of the legacy of Christ.
Five concepts worked out by Christian thinkers have especially affected modern ideas of politics and
economics: human dignity, liberty and truth, conscience, and the notion of the person.
Human dignity: What is human dignity? The English word dignity is rooted in a Latin word meaning "worthy of
esteem and honor, due a certain respect, of weighty importance." Both Aristotle and Plato held that most humans
are by nature slavish and suitable only for slavery. Most do not have natures worthy of freedom. The Greeks used
"dignity" for only the few, rather than for all human beings. By contrast, Christianity insisted that every single
human is loved by the Creator, made in the Creator's image, and destined for eternal friendship and communion
with him.
Among the figures of the Enlightenment, Immanuel Kant is probably the one who most clearly spoke to the
concept of human dignity. He did so in the light of a categorical imperative that he discerned in the rational being,
and he made famous this formulation of the principle of human dignity: "Act so that you treat humanity, whether in
your own person or in that of another, always as an end and never as a means only."
It is not difficult to see in Kant's formula a statement in nonbiblical language of the essential humanistic aspect of
Jewish and Christian teaching: "Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself" (Lev. 19:18); "And this commandment
have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also" (1 John 4:21).
From the view of modern history, of course, it seems absurd to say that humans are not means but only
ends. In the twentieth century, more than a hundred million in Europe alone died by violence, often in a way they
could not have foreseen even in their worst nightmares. In the twentieth century, history has been a butcher's
bench. In this century, the words human dignity have often sounded empty.
Liberty and truth: Jews and Christians explain human dignity by pointing to human liberty. For Christianity and
Judaism, human liberty is an absolutely fundamental fact of God's revelation to humans.
Because the teaching of the Gospels is intended for Christians in every culture, political system, and time, Christian
philosophers are first concerned with an understanding of the interior act of liberty—and only secondarily as a
political and economic act.
Confronted with any proposition—of fact, principle, theory, or faith—humans may choose to give assent or
to dissent. They are responsible for gathering the evidence necessary to make judgments wisely, for struggling to
understand the necessary materials, and for disposing themselves to judge such evidence soberly, calmly, and
dispassionately. When they declare a proposition to be true or false, they in effect assert what is true and real. When
human beings reach a judgment, they reveal a great deal about themselves. They are, in effect, under judgment by
reality itself, as mediated by the community of inquirers who seek the truth of things, and nothing but the truth.
The concept of conscience: Conscience is not a term of the ancient Greeks or Romans. Neither is it, exactly, a
biblical concept, although many texts in the Bible show the inner conflicts that gave rise to the need for such a
concept: "And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt" (1 Sam.
24:5); "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do" (Rom. 7:19).
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After Kant, it has become common for modern people to think of the moral life as a matter of duties to be
observed, a kind of obedience. But in earlier Christian ages, the moral life was thought of as a way of life to be lived,
a set of paths to follow with Christ as model and the lives of the saints as pathbreakers. "Whosoever will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Mark 8:34).
The first practical problem of the moral life is to find out what to do in the unique circumstances in which you (a
unique, irrepeatable) person find yourself now. (Here I echo Thomas Aquinas.) The moral life taxes our capacities
for practical knowing. Even when we know the model or ideal we are pursuing, the right thing to do now is not
always clear. Besides, we sometimes wish to evade clear knowledge, or we prefer to let passion drive us. After we act
from passion or evasion, we sometimes see clearly what we ought to have done, and feel the bite of remorse. This
bite, too, comes from our faculty of practical knowing.
Conscience, then, is the practical habit of discerning the right thing to do in immediate circumstances, and
by which we blame ourselves when we have turned away from this discernment—that is, failed to use the light
within us. By frequent failures to use it, and by deliberate abuse of it, we can dim this light and all but extinguish
conscience. We can also deceive it. Some of the ways we deceive our own consciences are so classic that C. S. Lewis
vividly described them in The Screwtape Letters.
The person: The concept of person also entered Western thought by way of reflection on the Bible. They needed a
way to name the special kind of spiritual being capable of acts of insight and choice. Theologians also needed a
concept to express what it is in Jesus Christ, who had both a human and a divine nature, that remains the same. A
person came to be understood as a being with a capacity for insight and choice, and an independent existence as a
responsible agent.
Acquiring this concept of the person was a crucial step for the modern age, leading directly to the first
declaration of human rights in history. The Spanish missionaries argued that the Indians encountered in the New
World were people of full human dignity, not some inferior species. It was sinful before God, they maintained, and
contrary to natural law to offend the dignity of the Indians, as many of their compatriots were obviously doing.
They pressed their suit at the Spanish Court to urge the monarch to rule accordingly. The suit was argued
successfully by theologians of Salamanca. Outside the United Nations building in New York stands a statue of one
of the greatest of these theologians, Francesco de Vitoria (1486-1546), the founder of international law.
The public recognition that oppression of the Indians was sinful and that they should be granted human
rights like anyone else did not prevent terrible abuses. Hence, James Madison argued that mere declarations of
rights are not enough. Rights are never sufficiently defended by "parchment barriers," but only by internalized
habits and institutions that incorporate checks and balances.
THE WORLD IS ALREADY CELEBRATING the imminent arrival of the third millennium after the birth of Christ.
The civilizing ideas of human dignity, liberty, truth, conscience, and person have been slowly developed over the
two millennia since Christ's birth. They come to global fruition at a crucial time.
Earlier economic development rested on Christian contributions: from the development of factory-like
communities by monastic orders to the theological focus on the vocation or calling of every individual to be creative
and inventive in a practical way.
Now, more recent economic thought has focussed attention, not on natural resources or wealth, but on the
importance of human capital (which for Nobel laureate Gary Becker includes personal and social habits and
institutions). Other recent writers (Francis Fukuyama and Lawrence Harrison) have emphasized human trust and
the social habits built on trust. Still other current writers have focused on human action (liberty), the human
person, and the importance of personal and public choice in economic life.
Without the Christian foundations laid for us in the high Middle Ages and again in the sixteenth century our
economic and political life together would not only far poorer, but far more brutal as well.
Michael Novak is the Jewett scholar in religion, philosophy, and public policy at the American Enterprise
Institute.
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Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
The Gift of Science
Science, as we think of it today, came about because Reformers believed that God revealed himself in nature.
David N. Livingstone | posted 12/06/1999 12:00AM

I have the impression that most people, if asked about the relationship between science and Christianity,
would be inclined to speak of a conflict. The idea has become widespread that these are two separate realms and
they are more or less constantly at war. Television has probably done much to sustain this image. Dramatized
versions of the trial of Galileo or the Inherit the Wind version of the Scopes Trial make for good viewing. But the
idea of strife was not born with television drama; it can be dated to at least the last century, when books with titles
like History of the Conflict Between Religion and Science and History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in
Christendom did a good deal to convey the noise of battle.

There undoubtedly have been, and continue to be, disagreements between scientists and Christian believers over many things. But the idea
that Christianity and science have constantly been at loggerheads is a gross distortion of the historical record. As we approach 2000, this would
seem to be a good moment to pause and reflect on some of the ways in which Christianity has contributed to scientific achievement. And there
is no better way to begin than to reflect on the very origins of modern science in the seventeenth century.

Science, as we think of it today, emerged about three hundred years ago. To be sure, there were many
notable achievements in the late Middle Ages that led to important developments in natural philosophy, and the
contributions made by medieval Islam should not be ignored. But here I want to say something about the
significance of the Reformation for the cultivation of the new scientific outlook. Even John William Draper, author
of History of the Conflict Between Religion and Science, maintained that science was the "twin sister" of the
Reformation.
The Reformers believed that God had revealed himself to humanity in two ways—in Scripture and in
nature. This enabled them to engage in the scientific investigation of the natural world. By doing so they believed
they were displaying the activity of the Creator. Indeed, Robert Boyle, the great English student of chemistry,
believed that scientists more than anyone else glorified God in the pursuit of their tasks because it was given to
them to interrogate God's creation. At the same time, the Protestant Reformers tended toward a radical
individualism. In part, this encouraged them to question received authority in science and to engage in the direct
observation of nature. To people like this, it was not sufficient to be book-learned; it was not enough to know what
the Ancients had said about the size of the world, the shape of the earth, or the character of the globe's inhabitants.
Such matters could only be resolved by direct investigation of the real world.
Evidence also suggests that the English Puritans had an important role to play in promoting the new
science of the seventeenth century. Of course there was no single unified movement called "Puritanism"; the
Puritans displayed many different views on a range of important theological and political subjects. And yet there
were some common threads. Many shared a profound belief in "the priesthood of all believers," and this tended
toward the democratization of religious institutions and an anti-authoritarian attitude in matters of civil and
religious polity. When it came to science, Puritans often enthusiastically embraced the more "humble" sciences like
agriculture, forestry, medicine, marine technology, and land-surveying. It is not surprising that many of them
departed from convention by communicating their findings not in Latin, the language of the learned, but in English,
the language of the people. They often made pleas for less abstract learning and for greater use of maps, models,
and experiments.
John Webster, for instance, looked forward to the time when what he called the "sound learning" of
Copernicus, Kepler, and Galileo would be established "and the rotten and ruinous fabric of Aristotle and Ptolemy
rejected and laid aside." Many agreed with Calvin that scientific information was not to be gleaned from the pages
of Scripture.
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This is not intended to deny that there were Puritan opponents of the new learning, or that science was
practiced by Catholics or less orthodox groups. But it is to say that the Puritan version of Christianity sometimes
had an important role to play in cultivating the new science.
Positive links between Christianity and science were not restricted to the seventeenth century, of course. In
the succeeding generations the idea that we live in a designed world whose structure carries the imprint of the
Creator encouraged the development of a branch of learning known as natural theology. Concerned to display how
the Creation bore the stamp of God, the writers of such works regularly presented the latest scientific findings and
often themselves engaged in scientific research to illustrate their convictions. This tradition persists today and finds
expression in the words of Harvard astrophysicist Owen Gingerich, who once wrote about the way our atmosphere
changed over to oxygen: "The perfect timing of this complex configuration of circumstances is enough to amaze and
bewilder many of my friends who look at all this in purely mechanistic terms—the survival of life on earth seems
such a close shave as to border on the miraculous. Can we not see here the designer's hand at work?" Gingerich's
argument may not persuade everyone. And I have no doubt that many alternative explanations are available. But
his assertion at least illustrates the point that science and Christianity have not always been enemies; frequently
they have been friends.
Why then has the image of a protracted death struggle between science and Christianity become so
commonplace? Two factors, I think, are especially important—what has been called the Enlightenment project and
the professionalization of science in the nineteenth century.
First, the Enlightenment encouraged a supreme confidence in the power of reason and evidence, over
against tradition and authority, to solve the ills of humanity. This confidence in reason served to marginalize
religious faith and boost scientific method. Not that this happened overnight, or that it took the same shape
everywhere (Scotland, for example, was markedly different from France). But, in the long run the objectivizing
tendencies of science triumphed over other forms of knowing, including religious knowing. Undoubtedly this has
had benefits. Seeking objectivity has helped to remove superstition, prejudice, and bias from scientific inquiry. I
personally prefer auto mechanics who don't attribute carburetor failure to the work of the devil. Yet, the craving for
scientific objectivity has often colluded in the suppression of intuition, the elimination of values, and the
dehumanizing of people.
Second, the professionalization of science in the nineteenth century further contributed to the expansion of
science's imperial rule. During that period, the new scientists (the word only came into being last century) engaged
in a battle with the clergy for cultural authority in Victorian society. What often looked like an intellectual conflict
between science and Christianity was actually a social struggle between scientists and clergy for cultural
domination.
The new professional scientists, to secure the kind of role they wanted to enjoy in society, used scientific
knowledge as the vehicle for sidelining what they caricatured as an old-fashioned clerical clique. This was the
conquest of one elite over another.
Thinking about science and religion in these terms helps us to see that both are, to some extent at least, social
practices. As such they are situated within the cultural conditions of their time. Just as it makes sense to speak of
Greek Orthodoxy, or the Dutch Reformed, or Scottish Presbyterianism, or American evangelicalism, so too it is
right to think of medieval Arabic science, or seventeenth-century English science, or American science in the age of
Jefferson. Both science and religion bear the stamp of cultural particularities. So it would be less than wise to allow
Enlightenment decisions about what science should be, or the social struggles of our Victorian ancestors, to
determine how we approach questions of science and faith today.
We should also realize that we too are culturally situated. How we think of the relationship between science
and Christianity bears the mark of our own time. Triumphalism of either a scientistic or fundamentalist stripe is
unwise. Far better to encourage conversations between scientists and theologians, on the suspicion that science is
as likely to tell all there is to know about the Creation as theology is to fathom the unsearchable depths of the
Creator.
David N. Livingstone teaches in the School of Geosciences at The Queen's University of Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
The Gift of Humility
Christianity has made a difference by surrounding the use of power with humility
By Mark Noll | posted 12/06/1999 12:00AM

Over the long course of Christian history, the most depressing thing—because repeated so often—has been
how tragically far short of Christian ideals we ordinary Christians so regularly fall. Over the long course of Christian
history, the most remarkable thing—because it is such a miracle of grace—is how often believers have acted against
the pride of life to honor Christ. Of all such "signs of contradiction," the most completely Christlike have been those
occasions when believers who are strong—because of wealth, education, political power, superior culture, or
favored location—have reached out to the despised, the forsaken, the abandoned, the lost, the insignificant, or the
powerless. Christianity has sometimes made a difference by surrounding the use of power with humility.

Yet although such occasions are the most completely Christlike, they only rarely feature in the kind of history that gets written up in the most
noticed books. In such books, however, alongside much that shames the name of Christ, have also appeared "signs of contradiction" that do in
fact testify to the presence of gold among the dross. One of the most remarkable of those signs has been the recurring ability of the Christian
faith to act against the normal ways of the world in the exercise of power.

Throughout Western history, power has been a far more potent narcotic than the multitude of physical
means that humans have used to get high. Power feeds on itself. It is never satisfied. It is almost never relinquished
voluntarily. (The Roman Catholic Charles V, who in 1556 gave up the Holy Roman Empire for a monastic life of
prayer, and the Presbyterian William Jennings Bryan, who in 1915 resigned as Secretary of State to protest what he
considered warlike policies, are rare exceptions proving this rule.) Power nurtures the idolatry of self. It turns those
in its vicinity into sycophants. It thrives in environments that stifle the fruit of the Spirit. Power, like its near kin
wealth, breeds burly camels grossly unprepared for threading the eye of the needle. Power corrupts. And it almost
never apologizes.
Yet in the year 390 the most powerful human being in the Western world apologized. In the winter of 107677 the Emperor of Germany apologized. On July 12, 1174, the strongest ruler in Western Europe apologized.
Historians have studied and restudied these events many times. Their work has made it impossible to regard these
apologies romantically. Each was an act of calculation, which helped someone in power stay in power, as well as an
apology. So, like most of the rest of the benevolent actions in human history, these events were not occasions of
pure goodness. Yet even regarded with due realism, they were still remarkable. What makes them most remarkable
is that they were not only apologies to other humans, but also apologies to God.
The Christian faith, at least in some meaningful respects, was at work in each of these occurrences. The fact
that they were acts of repentance as well as of apology—acts taken out of sorrow before a holy God and in deference
to the gospel revealed in Jesus Christ—provides at least a partial explanation for why they took place.
In the year 390, the Roman Emperor Theodosius, acting out of frustration at balking resistance to his rule,
ordered the massacre of a considerable number of citizens in the Greek city of Thessalonica. When he returned to
Italy and went to church, his local pastor denounced him as a notorious public sinner and refused to serve him the
Lord's Supper. This pastor was the famous Bishop Ambrose of Milan, who only shortly before had played an
influential role in the conversion of Augustine. Less than a century earlier, the Christian church had still been
illegal. When Ambrose took his stand, most adults in his congregation had personal memory of imperial Roman
attacks on orthodox Christians. Theodosius, one of the last great Roman emperors, could have blown Ambrose
away with ease. That he did not, that he submitted to the public penance prescribed by Ambrose in order to be
restored to church fellowship, seems to have occurred substantially because of Theodosius' Christian convictions.
He had done wrong before God and needed, therefore—emperor though he was—to make a public repentance.
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The case of the German Emperor Henry IV was not as spiritually clear-cut. Henry had long quarreled with a
series of popes before being excommunicated by Pope Gregory VII in February 1076. Henry's decision to admit that
he was wrong depended in part on his fears about losing control over his subjects. But it probably had some kind of
Christian root as well. With motives that were mixed, Henry nonetheless crossed the mountains in northern Italy
during the next winter and stood three days barefoot in the snow before the Castle Canossa, where the pope was in
residence. On January 28, 1077, Gregory received the emperor, accepted his apology, and restored him to the
church.
With Henry II, King of England and much of France, we return closer to the purer motives of Theodosius. In 1162,
Henry had maneuvered to make his crony Thomas Becket the Archbishop of Canterbury. But instead of playing his
part as a loyal minion responsive to the wishes of the king, Becket struck off on his own course and did what he
thought was best for the English church. By making Henry's life difficult, Becket put himself in danger. Late in 1170,
after Henry had denounced Becket within the circle of his own advisers, several of Henry's knights took the king's
imprecations as commands, crossed the Channel into England, and murdered Becket in the cathedral at
Canterbury. The public was outraged, but quite apart from that outrage, Henry seemed smitten by his act of wanton
violence. His public penance at Becket's shrine did bring public opinion back toward his side, but it also seems to
have been a genuine act of repentance.
The history of Protestantism has also witnessed acts of this kind. One of the most memorable came in
Puritan Massachusetts after the disastrous Salem witch trials of 1690 92. Samuel Sewall of Boston was one of the
judges of the court who was swayed by "spectral evidence" to convict and then execute 20 New Englanders as
witches. Judge Sewall was a dignified Puritan layman whose diary has been a treasure for historians of the period.
Several years after the events in Salem, as Sewall's conscience continued to trouble him for his part in the Salem
tragedy, he was moved to action by hearing his son recite a passage from Matthew 12, which included this verse (7):
"But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the
guiltless." On the morning of January 14, 1697, Sewall passed a statement to his pastor in Boston, who then read it
as Sewall stood before his congregation. The statement acknowledged that Sewall, as a judge in the proceedings,
bore much of the guilt for what happened. But it went on to affirm that he "Desires to take the Blame and shame of
it, Asking pardon of men, And especially desiring prayers that God, who has an Unlimited Authority, would pardon
that sin and all other sins." As it happens, Sewall was joined in his repentance by jury members and a few of the
ministers who had whipped up the hysteria. But as the most powerful Puritan to make such a confession, his was
the most remarkable.
The kingdom of God is promised to those who become like children. This promise certainly does not refer
to the notorious self-centeredness of small children; much more likely it refers to the capacity of many children to
readily admit their mistakes. Not many of the high and mighty in the Christian history of the West have been
willing to become as little children with respect to the power they wield. The ones noticed here—as well as others
like Oliver Cromwell or Jimmy Carter—have been among the regrettably few exceptions. That there are any
exceptions at all is, nonetheless, enduring testimony to the transforming power of the gospel.
Mark Noll teaches history at Wheaton College.
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Where Would Civilization Be Without Christianity?
The Gift of Literacy
In many parts of the world, the birth of literacy coincides with the arrival of Christian missionaries.
David Lyle Jeffrey | posted 12/06/1999 12:00AM

It would hardly be too much to say that literary culture in Europe, much of Africa and the Americas is
inseparable from the culturally transformative power of Christianity. Two thousand years ago, textually preserved
literacy and literature were substantially unknown beyond certain Mediterranean and Oriental cultures. Learning
spread slowly. Chinese textual culture of the first century B.C. was largely restricted to matters of bureaucracy
(politics and economics) and ancestral legend. Only a tiny elite, the chu-tzu, mastered and recapitulated fragments
of pertinent oral tradition in textual form. In the Mediterranean and contiguous Middle East, this pattern was
varied and enriched by the appearance of epic narrative (Homer), philosophical reflection (Plato, Aristotle), and
religious drama (Euripides, Aeschylus, Sophocles) of the Greeks. The Romans were scions of their Greek stock but
more managerial; under the administrative demands of empire, text-based literacy broadened somewhat. Then
came the Christians.
What marks the emergence of Christian influence in literature is the appearance and dissemination of the
Gospels themselves—not as an elite but as a popular and vernacular body of texts. In the eventful koine
reportage of the Gospels, the breathless countercultural story in Acts, and the multicultural apostolic letters of
the New Testament there emerges a counterliterature: it was no longer ethnocentric and was concerned not with
statecraft or elite entertainment, but with the transformation of ordinary lives.

It is to the Great Commission itself that we owe the myriad cultural
transformations effected by the Bible. In most of Europe, as in Africa, South America, and
in many other parts of the world, the birth of literacy and literature essentially, not
accidentally, coincides with the arrival of Christian missionaries. Before the arrival of the missionaries, there had
not been an effective means of writing in these cultures. Literature, as we think of it, was the province of oral
culture only. Biblical translation and paraphrase was typically undertaken in the first or second missionary
generation, providing for hundreds of languages the first instance of their written form. The second generation of
texts, as is the case with Anglo-Saxon England, typically consists of creative works of Christian reflection and
Scriptural formation. King Alfred the Great (d. 851), alone called "great" among the kings of England, earned his
reputation not by his military exploits but by translating and introducing Christian classics to his people. Thus, in a
barbarous Germanic culture—where once all power grew from spilling blood—it became increasingly possible to
say, as Lord Lytton would put it later, "the pen is mightier than the sword."
King Alfred is an example of those who have, in every part of the world where the gospel has come,
recognized that the power of Scripture to liberate increases proportionally with access to the text. Alfred thought
learning to read was his own greatest early accomplishment. He also considered the most important obligation of
his stewardship as king that of providing Christian literature translated into English (Scripture, commentary,
spiritual counsel). He well understood that a capacity to read with discriminating and thoughtful intelligence was of
incalculable value for one who would be faithful to the Word of God, and above all essential for anyone whose sense
of obligation to the gospel included obedience to the Great Commandment. The new literacy allowed Christian
teaching to grow exponentially. The capacity to read and write in each vernacular language spurred not only the
preservation of old story, but also the creation or recording of new stories, narrative and poetry and wise reflection
transformed by the Good News. This new literacy made possible a much more democratic education; shepherds
and plowboys, once having learned to read the vernacular Scriptures, became as capable of rising to positions of
leadership in the Church and the world as the offspring of landlords and noblemen. By the time of the Reformation
and the invention of printing, this revolutionary effect of biblically sponsored textual learning had thus transformed
cultural and political process as well.
It would be difficult to find a contribution of Christianity to world civilization more foundational than this—that
Bible translation and paraphrase should have become midwife to so many great vernacular literatures. But there is
more: traditions of textual commentary and exposition, as well as of theological reflection, had an effect almost as
prodigious. Communities formed by a common text quickly develop cadres of trained readers.
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The spiritual and intellectual capital of Christian textual tradition has likewise characterized the great
themes of literature in modern civilizations. Most notable here is what is now most attacked by postmodernists: the
"metanarrative" or grand story of liberation. The story of exile and pilgrimage toward the Promised Land—from
Exodus to the Gospels on to the millenarianism of American Puritans like Cotton Mather and Timothy Dwight—has
its mythic echo in the creation of numerous Christian epics and epic romances. In lieu of gory sagas of bloodthirst
and power, these tales are resonant with the promise of spiritual emancipation. It is this hope for the Truth which
sets us free that has charged the greatest poetry and prose of these two millennia since the dour historicism of Virgil
and those dark and deterministic Nordic sagas. Dante's Divine Comedy, Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Langland's
Piers the Ploughman, Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, Tolkien's Lord of the Rings—to name just a few—are all epic
tales in which the old quest to affirm racial identity and justify conquest is transformed, metamorphosed into the
story of an exile turned toward pilgrimage by means of conversion in the penitent heart. Two opposing cities, two
very different notions of communion and community, as Augustine had foreseen in his City of God, came to
characterize the fictional landscapes of Christian writers. That this world is not our home, that we are strangers and
sojourners, by faith looking forward to the provision of a city not made with hands—this is the basis of a persistent
freshness in these pilgrim tales.
But the Christian "grand narrative" has not only been the expression of community hope; it has been an
encouragement to the emergence of countless stories of personal liberation. Versions of the song of the heart set
free, from Bunyan's Grace Abounding, to the lyrical prayer diary of George Herbert, to T. S. Eliot's Four Quartets,
pattern redemption at work in the poetic imagination. In works as diverse as Chinua Achebe's Arrow of God or
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, the great theme of God's providence enters into
the sphere of the ordinary life to transform the experience of suffering.
It is clear that such stories are also capable of debasement. Through a narrowing secularization they can
become merely phantasms of Emerson's "self-reliance," an elevation of practical achievements to the status of
pseudofreedom. Joe's Luck by Horatio Alger, one such turn-of-the century American novel of the self-made man, is
representatively a confusion of an original Christian form. Augustine's Confessions is here the lost model, an
autobiographical account of liberation from enslavement to pride and disordered affections through repentance. It
finds an authentic counterpart in great novels such as Dostoyevsky's Crime and Punishment, Francois Mauriac's
Viper's Tangle, or even Wendell Berry's Remembering.
But there has been a persistent lineage also of usurpers, parodists of such stories of personal liberation
(Rousseau's Confessions, James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man). Yet, in the end, even these are an
ironic confirmation, a reflexive unbidden tribute to the genuine authority of the parent Christian genre. Refusal to
repent, the rebel angels' non serviam, in the end makes the case for repentance and the human need of the gift of
grace all the more compelling in its original form. The triumphalism of the rebel, whether in Joyce's Dedalus or
William Blake's "Marriage of Heaven and Hell," appears in the steady light of two millennia of great Christian
literature the surest evidence of an unsuccessful evasion of our more persuasively liberating story. The Way of the
Cross, on the other hand, continues to make a great Christian literature of spiritual transformation both
emancipatory and, because morally more realistic, of enduring value to all kinds of readers, Christian and
otherwise.
There is, in short, ample warrant for celebrating the magnificent contributions of Christianity to literacy
and literature over the past two millennia. Since the time of the Reformation, and especially during the last two
hundred years, the specific contributions of Christianity to Western literature have appreciably weakened—
especially among evangelical Protestants. (In the English language, for example, Anglicans and Catholics have
considerably greater presence in the list of great authors.) But happily, Two-Thirds World Christians forge ahead,
producing writers who even now bid to extend the transforming power of the gospel into literary cultures with a
future perhaps—on that account—brighter than our own. For literacy is notoriously easier to lose than to acquire. It
is not guaranteed by wealth and technology, but by passionate commitment to a common story too wonderful not to
tell and tell over again.
David Lyle Jeffrey teaches English literature at the University of Ottawa.
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Why and How Christianity Changed Humanity
(Compiled by Jim Rawson, 2009)

Why do Dawkins, Hitchens, and Harris Believe Christianity is Bad for
Humanity?
Lately, militant atheists such as Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and Sam Harris
have become polemicists for an attack on all religions, which they claim are unnecessary and
even harmful in explaining and managing the world. It is even dangerous to give then any
credence in the public square (Appendix2). As part of their case, they challenge us with lists of
the major evils associated with the Christian church.
Crusades
The First Crusade started in 1095, others followed for a period of about 490 years. There
were around 30 of them proclaimed. They started against the Muslims (infidels!) who had
captured Jerusalem and over-run many Christian nations. Muslims began to make pilgrimage to
Jerusalem by Christians very difficult. They had also become a significant threat to the
Byzantine Empire. However, crusades were also launched against the heathen people of
central Europe and the Baltic region. Later, heretics were included in their scope and any group
that seemed to threaten the church and political establishment. Sometimes, rival popes
proclaimed crusades against each other. Early types of “Protestants” and Hussites became a
target as well. Crusading ended with the Spanish Armada’s defeat by the British. To pay for
them, indulgences (e.g. serving in a crusade bought you significant reduction of time in
purgatory) were greatly multiplied by the Catholic Church. (Hindley; A Brief History of the
Crusades)
Inquisitions
The Inquisition started in 1233. There were some earlier ones that did not belong to the
official inquisition period. They finished in 1854. Recent research indicates that maybe 4000
people lost their lives. Trials could be in either secular or religious courts.
Conquistadores
The Spanish and Portuguese conquered Latin America and forced conversion to the
Catholic faith.
Witch Hunts
Witch-hunts began in the 14th century but the main activity was between 1450-1750. Up
to 60000 people could have died in that period. Witches were tried in criminal or ecclesiastical
courts.
Religious Wars including the Thirty Years War (1618-1648)
The Thirty Years War was between Catholic states and the new Protestant states and
was politically and religiously motivated. However, there were other religious wars.
Pogroms or Riots Against Jewish People
There were many deadly pogroms against Jews before, during and after the Crusades.
They arose partly to rob them of their wealth as well as for religious, fear, mob and political
reasons. Probably, more than 35000 Jews were killed between 500 and 1600. Spain expelled
160000 Jews. The English and French had already done so when Spain followed suit. (Stark,
One True God)
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Backing of Unjust Systems and Regimes
A number of churches and Christians backed the laws, which brought the injustices of
Apartheid, segregation and slavery into existence. The laws were usually developed to help the
rich and powerful protect their status and privilege.
Missionaries Destroying Culture and Exploitation
Sometimes, Christian missionaries have been insensitive to culture and tried to change it.
Sometimes they have wittingly or unwittingly collaborated with those who have exploited
indigenous people.
Church Opposition to Scientific Progress
It is claimed that a number of scientific theories and discoveries have been opposed by
the established church and some scientists have been persecuted by it. Christianity has
therefore slowed the progression of the scientific enterprise.

What Christian Contributions Are Overlooked?
The listing below is a composite of information gleaned from books and the internet.
Many organisations do not acknowledge in their internet summaries that their founder was a
Christian. It is hard to be certain that the information recorded is fully accurate from the sources
but if there is an error, it will not affect the overwhelming evidence presented here. Many of the
heroic Christians listed believed that the systemic and collective issues and evils they were
confronting required a change in society and they worked to bring that change. These facts of
history are a treasure in the making of Western civilization. That they are substantially ignored,
forgotten or trivialised is a tragedy of modern scholarship and education.
Nursing, Hospitals, Care
rd
• Nursing of the sick and wounded, Bishop Dionysius (3 century), St Benedict (ca 480547), visiting nursing service, St Catherine’s Royal Hospital (1148), St Vincent de Paul
(1581-1660) and St Louise de Marrilac (1591-1660) were co-founders of the Daughters
of Charity (1633), Kaiserwerth Institution (mid 1830s), Theodor Fliedner (1800-1864),
Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)
• Hospitals, first council in Nicaea (325) and hospice movements, Knights Hospitaller (ca
1050), Brisbane Children’s Hospital (1878), Mary McConnel (1824-1910), hospital
chaplains
• Ambulances and first aid, St John Ambulance (1877)
• Blue Nurses or Care, (1953), Arthur Preston ()
• Leprosy missions, Lepra (1924), Leonard Rogers (1868-1962), The Leprosy Mission
(1874), Wellesley Bailey (1846-1937), missionary doctors and nurses
• Far West Children’s Health Scheme, (1924), Rev Stanley Drummond (1885-1943)
• Royal Flying Doctor Service (1928), John Flynn (1880-1951)
Education
• Education of masses, Ignatius (ca 35 or 50 to 98-117), St Benedict (ca 480-547), Alcuin
(735-804), Martin Luther (1483-1546), John Calvin (1509-64), Hannah More (17451833), Ragged Schools (1791), Thomas Cranfield (ca 1760-1835) and John Pounds
(1776-1839), Robert Raikes (1735-1811), The Sisters of St Joseph (1866), Mary
MacKillop (1842-1909)
• Universities, Benedict of Nursia (ca 480-547), Monastery at Clonmacnois in Ireland (6th
century), Paris and Bologna (12th century), Oxford and Cambridge (ca 1200)
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•

•

Science and scientific thought, Tertullian (ca 160-225), St Augustine (354-430), St
Bonaventure (1221-1274), St Thomas Aquinas (ca 1225-1274), William of Ockham (ca
1285-1347), Guillaume Bude (1467-1540), Pierre De La Ranee (1515-1572), Francis
Bacon (1561-1626), Marin Mersenne (1588-1646), Rene Descartes (1596-1650), Sir
Isaac Newton (1642-1727)
Converting languages into written form, Cyril (ca 826-869) and Methodius (ca 815-885)
developed the Glagolitic and Cyrillic alphabets, SIL/Wycliffe (1934), William Townsend
(1896-1982)

Poor and Disadvantaged
• Orphanages, Dr Barnardo’s Homes (1870), Dr Thomas Barnardo (1845-1905),
orphanages, (1836) George Muller (1805-98)
• Life Line (1963), Alan Walker (1911-2003)
• Salvation Army (1865), William (1829-1912) & Catherine Booth (1829-1890)
• World Vision (1951), Robert Pierce (1914-78)
• Tear Fund (1968), started by the Evangelical Alliance UK
• Samaritan’s Purse (1970), Robert Pierce (1914-1978)
• Mother Teresa & Missionaries of Charity (1950) (1910-1997)
• Habitat for Humanity (1976), Millard Fuller (1935-2009)
• Mercy Corps (1979), Dan O’Neill (1948-) and Ellsworth Culver (1927-2005)
• CARITAS (1897), Lorenz Werthmann (1858-1921)
• Women’s Volunteer Service (WVS) (1938), spawned Meals on Wheels, Stella Isaacs
(1894-1971)
• Freedom from Hunger (Started as Meals for Millions 1946), Clifford Clinton (1900-1969)
• Feed the Children (1979), Larry (1940-) and Frances Jones
• Food for the Hungry (1971), Dr Larry Ward ()
• Feed the Hungry (1987), Dr Lester Sumrall (1913-1996)
• Opportunity International (1971), Al Whittaker (1918-2006) and David Bussau (1940-)
• Compassion (ca 1952)
• London City Mission (1835), David Nasmith (1799-1839), Mission Australia (a
combination of City Missions) started with the Town and Country Mission in Brisbane
(1859)
• GAIN (1998)
• Mercy Ships (1978), Don & Deyon Stephens
• Save the Children (1919), Eglantyne Jebb (1876-1928)
• Oxfam (1942), Theodore Milford, (1896-1987)
• Immigration issues, Caroline Chisholm (1808-1877)
Prisons
• Prison ships/prison reform and ministry, John Howard (1726-90), Prison
Society (1826), Theodore Fliedner (1800-1864), Elizabeth Fry (1780-1845)
• Prison Fellowship (1976), Chuck Colson (1931-)
• Prison chaplains
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War
•
•
•

Red Cross (1863), Henry Dunant (1828-1910)
Army chaplains
The Salvation Army

Youth
• YMCA (1844), George Williams (1821-1905), YWCA (1855), Mary Kinnaird (1816-1888)
& Emma Robarts (1818-1877)
• Boy’s Brigade (1883), William Alexander Smith (1854-1914)
• Girl’s Brigade (1893), Margaret Lyttle
• Scouts (1907), Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941)
• Volunteer Service Overseas, (VSO 1958) and Community Service Volunteers (1962),
Alec Davidson (1914-1994)
• School chaplains
Animals
• RSPCA (1824), Arthur Broome (1779-1837) and Richard Martin (1754-1834)
Arts
•

•
•

•
•

Music & Song
o Ubaldus Hucbald (840-930) created polyphony, Guido of Arezzo (ca 995-1050)
introduced the staff of 4 lines on which the pitch of notes could be written, he also
introduced a hexacord of 6 successive notes (we have 8 today), Johann Bach
(1685-1750)created the well-tempered scale and the contrapuntal, fugal
complexities which are the foundations of classical music. Motet, madrigal,
anthem, oratorio, symphony, sonata, sinfonia and concertos, chorales all have
Christian origins. Schmidt, How Christianity Changed the World)
Art
o Too many contributions to list. Glass mosaics were a Christian invention
Architecture
o Christian churches and cathedrals were a major contributor to architectural
development. Innovations such as the flying buttress, ribbed vaults, slender
columns, lancet windows, illusionary ceilings and semielliptical domes (Schmidt)
Literature
o Too many contributions to list
Drama
o Opera probably arose from church dramas developed in the 9th century.

Nature Conservation
• Greenpeace? (1971), Irving Stowe (1915-1974),
Broken and Disabled
• Alcoholics Anonymous (1935), Bill Wilson (1895-1971) (also Sexaholics Anonymous,
Gamblers, Adult Children)
• Drugs, Teen Challenge (1958), David Wilkerson (1931-)
• Asylums for the Blind (4th Century), first blind school (1784), Valetin Hauy (1745-1822),
Braille (1834), Louis Braille (1809-1852), Moon type (1843), William Moon (1818-1894),
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•

•

Royal National Institute for the Blind (1868), Thomas Armitage (1824-1890), Seeing Eye
(1929), Dorothy Eustis (1886-1946), Christian Blind Mission (1908), Ernst Christoffel
(1876-1955)
Charles Michael (sign language 1775), Schools for the Deaf (1817) (Thomas Gallaudet),
Royal Association in Aid of Deaf People (1841), Robert Simpson (), James Simpson ()
and George Crouch ()
Mentally ill, mental asylum (321), Knights of Malta (1409), Quaker’s Hospital (1709)

Ministry to Homosexual People
• Exodus Global Alliance (1976)
Freedoms
• Abolition of slavery, St Patrick (ca 389-461), St Balthild (ca 626-680), St Anskar (ca 796865), St Wulfstan (1009-1095), St Anselm (1033-1109), Thomas Aquinas (ca 12251274), Pope Eugenius IV (1383-1447), John Woolman (1720-1772), Wilberforce (17591833) et al
• Abolition of child prostitution, Catherine Booth (1828-90)
• Women’s liberation arose from Jesus’ treatment of women and their position and value in
the early church. Some of the pioneers of the modern movement were Christians.
• Women’s suffrage, Women’s Christian Temperance Union (1873), Sarah “Annie”
Wittenmyer (1827-1900), Frances Willard (1839-1898), Katherine Sheppard (1847-1934),
Elizabeth Nicholls (1850-1943)
• Amnesty International (1961), Peter Benenson (1921-2005), Eric Baker (1920-1976)
• Factory reform and child labour, Lord Shaftsbury (1801-85)), trade unions ( Primitive
Methodists were early developers), Hugh Bourne (1772-1852) and William Clowes
(1780-1851), Tolpuddle Martyrs (1834), George Loveless (1789-1874)
• Democracy arose from the value of the individual before God in Christian teaching
• Capitalism arose in the great monastic estates (9th century)
• The separation of religion and state/government
Morality, Ethics and Righteousness
• Abolition of gladiators, Brother Telemachus (5th century)
• Banning of infanticide and abortion, Epistle of Diognetus (2nd century), Bishop Clement of
Alexandria (ca 155-215), Tertullian (ca 160-225) et al
• Adultery is prohibited in the Bible but was very common in Greek and Roman times,
prostitution was a norm for those worshipping the pagan Roman and Greek gods
• Suicide, euthanasia. The Synod of Elvira (ca 305) condemned deliberate martyrdom.
Clement of Alexandria (ca 150-213), Lactantius (ca 250-320), Gregory of Nazianzus ca
(330-390), Eusebius (ca 265-340), St Augustine (354-430) championed the fight against
suicide and used the sixth commandment to condemn it.
• Marriage is valued in the Bible contrary to much of the practice in Roman and Greek
society
Charity
• This is included as a general heading in addition to others listed because it merits a
special mention despite the other groupings being charitable works. Tertullian (ca 160225) records that the early Christians had a common fund. They gave to this voluntarily
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once a month or whenever they wished to. The fund supported widows, the disabled,
needy orphans, the sick, prisoners, teachers with needs, burials of the poor and
sometimes funds for the release of slaves. The Didache (ca end of first century) taught:
“give to everyone who asks you and do not refuse”. The Shepherd of Hermas epistle
challenged Christians to “give simply to all without asking doubtfully to whom you give,
but give to all” (early second century) Hence, a very strong early cultural norm of
Christianity was generous charity to all. This is not surprising since Jesus taught in Luke
6:30 that we are to “give to everyone who asks you”.
The peoples of the Christianised West are the first to rush to help people around
the world who are in crisis. It does not matter what religion or race to which they belong.
The urgency arises from deeply entrenched Christian assumptions that these people are
humans too. Most people from non-Christianised nations are not concerned in the same
manner because they have a different worldview.
The Emperor Julian was seeking to revive paganism in the fourth century. He was
distressed because the pagans could not match the way Christians looked after their
poor, widows, orphans, sick and dying. Hence, he could get no traction in motivating a
pagan resurgence. Things have not changed today. Christians still out give nonChristians in the West. (How Christianity Changed the World; Schmidt)

What Motivated Christians?
Obedience
First and foremost, Christians have been motivated to improve humanity because they
are convinced that some moral choices are really right, in God’s eyes. Christians have an
objective foundation for morality in their belief system, that provides a prescriptive “ought” (or
“should”) for their system of behaviour. “They do not wait for all the results to come in to gauge
whether or not an action will be beneficial to humanity. They just get on with the job of
obedience, believing in the principle of real good thrust into the face of real evil. The Christian
force has been sustained throughout history because it provides justification for belief that right
and wrong really exist. Operating under such a conviction, the principle of pursuing good and
shunning evil was sufficient to motivate Christians to act, even when a potential benefit could
not be anticipated.” Christians believe that principles and standards come first, and that these
will bear good “fruit” in terms of practical benefits. (Peter Grice)
Love
There are more than 650 verses in the Bible dealing with love. It is the Christian’s witness
to the world. It is above all spiritual gifts and has a special chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, devoted to
it. If a person does not have agape or unconditional love, then their faith means nothing. The
treasured verse in John 3:16 shows the extent to which God loved each of us. It is meant to be
replicated. The parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Sons are examples of what
God expects. (Luke 10:25-37 and 15:11-32) In Matthew 22:37-40 we discover that there are
only two universal commands, love God and love your neighbour as yourself. It is further
explained in Romans 13:8-10.
Women & Marriage
Jesus broke the stereotypes by talking to women in public, even to wicked women like
the woman at the well in John 4. He also allowed a prostitute to anoint his feet in Luke 7:36-50.
This appalled the Pharisees. Women were called sisters alongside the term brothers indicating
that they were equal. Paul puts this beyond doubt in Galatians 3:26-29. He says that, in God’s
sight, they are equal to men. In fact, Paul clearly mentions a number of deaconesses in the
churches. Other women, like Lydia hosted a regular gathering in her home. Today, we would
call this a house-church. There were prophetesses. In the famous marriage passage in
Ephesians 5:21-33, husband and wife have to submit to each other. Horror of horrors, the
husband is commanded to love their wife four times and the wife to submit twice. Which is
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harder, love or submission? Love requires submission! The commands are repeated in
Colossians 3:18-19. In 1 Peter 3:7, a husband is commanded to be considerate as he lives with
his wife and to treat her with respect. He should remember that she is also an heir to the
precious gift of eternal life. If these commands are disobeyed, communion with God will be
affected.
There are about 60 passages on marriage in the Bible. Adultery is condemned in
Matthew 5:27-32 and Hebrews 13:4. Strong words in Malachi 2:13-17 teach us that marriage is
a covenant, it involves spiritual bonding and spouses must not break faith with each other. It is
part of the created order spelt out in Genesis 2:18-25. In 1 Corinthians 7:2-5, Paul taught a very
radical thing. Neither spouse is allowed to withhold intercourse from the other. Each has equal
rights. In 1Thessalonians 4:1-8, men are commanded to treat their spouse or girlfriend
differently from the way heathens do. They are to treat them with respect and not take
advantage of them.
Things were very different for Roman women. Females that were not killed by exposure
at birth were married very young. Twenty percent were married before they were 13. Forty four
percent were married before they were 14 and sixty three percent before they were 17. The
corresponding percentages for Christians were: 7%, 20% and 52%. Child brides were still
forced to have intercourse even if they had not gone through puberty.
We need to understand how different marriage is today from past eras. Marriage was
licensed and registered by the state only in the last few hundred years. All sorts of recognition
and privileges followed from that recognition. Up to the time Christianity challenged the Roman
Empire’s morals, marriage was in terrible shape. The law of “patria potestas” conferred the right
of “paterfamilias” on the married man. He had supreme, absolute power over his children,
including grandchildren, even when they had grown up. He alone could divorce his wife and he
could execute his children including his married daughter if she committed adultery in his or her
husband’s house. A husband had full authority to chastise or kill his child. He could kill his wife
for adultery but usually needed permission to kill her for some other offence. An extended family
tribunal was supposed to be necessary for such consent.
Contemporary authors of the early Christian period record highly promiscuous behaviour
and little marital faithfulness. Obscene sexual practices are depicted on household items such
as oil lamps, bowls, cups and vases. They are also captured in mosaics, drawings and
artefacts. Caesar Augustus in 18BC tried to curb the addiction to illicit sex without success
because only the adulteress woman was punished. It is claimed, that marriage was detested as
a disagreeable necessity. People were obsessed with sex and marital unions were often short
lived. A chaste wife was seen as a rarity. Many married women of high-ranking families had
their names listed with the public prostitutes so they could not be prosecuted for adultery. The
early church father, Tertullian condemned the horrific morals and so did others. The Christian
difference in marriage and the treatment of women shone brightly in a dark time for women.
(Schmidt, How Christianity Changed the World)
Slaves
Around 100 verses deal with slavery in the Bible. The oppressed have a further 70
verses. In Ephesians 6:5-9 and Colossians 3:22-4:1, Christian slaves are taught how to work for
their masters. Masters, in turn, are taught how to treat their slaves – not as chattels, but as
people, brothers and sisters. Paul teaches in Galatians 3:26-29 that slaves and free people are
equal in God’s sight. The letter to Philemon asks him to treat Onesimus as a brother. The
teaching by Jesus on love in John 13:35 helped to put the final nail in the coffin of slavery. “By
this shall all men know that you are my disciples – how – if you love one another.” No wonder
many Christian slaves were freed by their masters or their release was paid for by the early
Christian church. Many masters wrote wills that freed their slaves on the death of the testator.
Slavery was almost universal in the world. Christian Europe became a unique exception
until it was reintroduced in the New World colonies. Approximately the same number of slaves
went to Islamic countries as those who went to the New World. However, Christianity ended
slavery. Only pressure from the Christianised West ended slavery in Islamic countries. The
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British navy embargoed Muslim slave ships and British and French soldiers intercepted a large
number of slave caravans in Africa. Summary justice was often executed, on the spot, to slave
traders. It is salutary to note that there are few black people of slave origin left in Islamic
countries despite at least ten million successfully having been transported there. It is estimated
that a further 20-40 percent died in transportation. In the New World, evidence of slavery is
shown by the large numbers of black people who are an integrated part of society. Slavery in
Saudi Arabia and Mauritania was not legally abolished until 1962 and 1981 respectively. (Stark,
For the Glory of God)
Education
It is not surprising that education of the masses was taken up by the early Christians. It
was a natural flow on from what the Jews did in their rabbinical schools. Boys were taught to
read and write. Passages like Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Psalm 78:1-8 commanded the Israelites
to teach their children to know God’s law and activity in the history of the Jewish people. In 2
Timothy 2:15, Paul commands Timothy to: “Study to show yourself as one approved by God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth”. Later,
in the same book, he is reminded to continue in the scriptures he learned from childhood when
he was taught by his mother and grandmother. (2 Timothy 3:14-17)
In about 80-110AD, the Didache was written. It was like an instruction manual for new
converts to Christianity. Around 110AD Ignatius, a bishop of Antioch, urged that children be
taught the Holy Scriptures and a skilled trade. By about 150AD Justin Martyr established
catechetical schools with a strong emphasis on literature. It was not long before the monastical
system introduced schooling for children to teach them the scriptures and literature.
Alcuin (735-804) introduced and established a systematic approach that had existed from
antiquity. There were three disciplines called the trivium. They were grammar, rhetoric and
dialectic – writing properly, speaking persuasively and thinking logically. The trivium covered the
study of language. There were four other subjects called the quadrivium. These were arithmetic,
geometry, astronomy and music. These equated to the study of the sciences. It was the
beginning of modern curriculum and Alcuin wrote textbooks on all seven disciplines. (Hill, What
has Christianity Ever Done for Us)
Healing
Jesus proclaimed that one of his objectives was healing (Luke 4:18-19). It is in the
fabulous prophecy of Isaiah 53:4-5 as well. We do not need to list the number of healings Jesus
performed, suffice it to note that there were many. When he sent out the twelve in Luke 9:1-2
they were commanded to heal the sick. Again, when he sent out the 72 the command was the
same. The early apostles took up the baton after Jesus died. We see them healing the sick in
Acts 5:12-16. Paul did so as well amongst the Gentiles in Acts 19:11-12. James gives some
instructions about praying for and healing the sick in James 5:13-16. There are about 70 verses
on healing and a further 40 on the afflicted in the Bible. There are another 120 on mercy. It was
no wonder that ministry to the sick became a fundamental part of the Christian church very early
in history and has continued to this day.
Poor, Marginalised, Widows, Fatherless and Foreigners
There are nearly 200 references in the Bible that deal with caring for the poor. It was a
very strong part of the Old Testament. (E.g. Proverbs 14:31; 22:2; 29:7 and Isaiah 58:6-9) In
Zechariah 7:9-10 we read: “administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.
Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor.” Jesus began his ministry
by declaring his purpose in Luke 4:18. Part of it included ministry to the poor. It was used as
proof of his messiahship to John the Baptist. Our treatment of poor and marginalised people is
an indication of our relationship with Jesus. In Matthew 25:31-46 we are reminded that we will
be judged for our neglect of the poor. The centurion in Acts 10:4 is praised and rewarded
because he was generous to the poor.
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There are about 70 references in the Bible concerning treatment of aliens or foreigners.
Widows, the fatherless and orphans have a further 100 verses urging us to care for them and
treat them well. The early church had special ministry to the poor and widows. The first seven
deacons were appointed to care for them.
Morality, Ethics and Righteousness
Morality and ethical judgements are constant themes throughout the scriptures. The word
morals or derivatives of it is mentioned about 35 times. Righteousness is mentioned in nearly
500 passages and holiness in 550 more. As you know, holiness and righteousness are the fruit
of good morals. Some of the bad morals or characteristics dealt with in the Bible are:
lawlessness, pride, envy, hate, jealousy, anger, coveting, murder, adultery, debauchery, orgies,
factions, selfish ambition, rage, impurity, fornication, homosexual behaviour, greed, stealing,
swindling, bribing, slandering, incest, depravity, deceit, malice, gossiping, lying, insolence,
arrogance, infidelity, mercilessness, disobedience to parents and being abusive. Some of the
good morals or characteristics are: law abiding, humility, forgiving, righteousness, holiness,
generosity, faithfulness, mercy, perseverance, honouring, peace making, purity, loving, honest,
long-suffering, integrity, self-control, godliness, keeping secrets, truthfulness, obedience to
parents, goodness, and kindness. The early Christians sought to live holy and moral lives and
taught against immorality and unrighteousness in every form. We only need to mention one
passage to give the general flavour of the scriptures. In Galatians 5:13-25 the fruit of the Spirit
are listed as well as the acts of the sinful nature. No wonder the early Christians were so
confronting to a very evil Roman Empire.
On a number of issues, Christians differ in their moral judgement as well as in the
intensity of their belief. Hence, it is important to note that a common Christian voice is not heard
on all issues. However, high moral ideals are taught in the Bible. How the clear principles are
applied to the modern era is a matter of discernment. In seeking to apply Biblical truth, some
modern exponents have lost the clear intent of Scripture.
Freedoms
It is important to be clear on the difference between “inalienable” (or intrinsic) rights,
bestowed upon us by our Creator, and rights that are conferred by the state. In teaching us to
have “agape” love for our neighbours, treating others with the same dignity we claim for
ourselves, Jesus is pointing us to an objective reality. All people are created equal, with equal
dignity and God-given rights. When we violate those rights and freedoms, we don’t merely
disobey a law of the land (that is subject to change), we violate the very will of God for His
creatures. This means that those violations are real injustices – not merely considered illegal in
some time and place, but actual injustices. By the same token, it can be seen that if human
beings are made in God’s own image, then it is not a matter of declaring human rights and
freedoms, but rather, simply acknowledging that they exist in reality. (Peter Grice)
The Bible is very clear about justice (130 mentions) and freedoms (20 mentions). It
enunciates the rights and responsibilities of individuals. These are part of its teachings on good
morals. When the rights of individuals are upheld then the freedoms such as democracy, trade
unions and woman’s rights flow on naturally. Jesus taught in Matthew 7:12 to: “do to others
what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the law and the prophets.” Jesus is
declaring that the whole of the teaching of the Old Testament is pointing to this way of living. He
condemned the religious leaders of the day for neglecting justice, mercy and faithfulness.
(Matthew 23:23)
Capitalism is a freedom. Alongside any freedom comes responsibility. The Bible does not
condemn commerce or trade. In fact, one parable (Matthew 25:14-30) seems to be elementary
teaching on capitalism. The parable of the talents encourages good stewardship of resources
and condemns irresponsible use of them. The rich are not condemned in the Bible but the
greedy are. Hence, there should be godly restraint on capitalism. Further, there are about 270
passages in the Bible on riches and wealth. There are many warnings concerning the dangers
of wealth. The rich are commanded to be generous in 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and to refrain from
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being arrogant or trusting in their riches. In the same chapter, we are warned that: “the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil. (Verse 10)”
Rodney Stark traces the early history of capitalism in this quote below.
“The Rise of Religious Capitalism
The Bible often condemns greed and wealth—"For the love of money is the root of all evil"—but
it does not directly condemn commerce or merchants. However, many of the very early church
fathers shared the views prevalent in the Greco-Roman world that commerce is a degrading
activity and, at best, involves great moral risk—that it is very difficult to avoid sin in the course of
buying and selling. However, soon after the conversion of Constantine (312 AD), the church
ceased to be dominated by ascetics, and attitudes toward commerce began to mellow, leading
Augustine to teach that wickedness was not inherent in commerce but that, as with any
occupation, it was up to the individual to live righteously.
Augustine also ruled, that price was a function not simply of the seller's costs, but also of
the buyer's desire for the item sold. In this way, Augustine gave legitimacy not merely to
merchants, but to the eventual deep involvement of the church in the birth of capitalism when its
earliest forms began to appear in about the ninth century on the great estates belonging to
monastic orders. Because of the immense increases in agricultural productivity that resulted
from such significant innovations as the switch to horses, the heavy mouldboard plough, and
the three-field system, the monastic estates were no longer limited to mere subsistence
agriculture. Instead, they began to specialize in particular crops or products and to sell these at
a profit that allowed them to purchase their other needs, which led them to initiate a cash
economy. They also began to reinvest their profits to increase their productive capacity, and as
their incomes continued to mount, this led many monasteries to become banks, lending to the
nobility. As Randall Collins noted, this was not merely a sort of proto-capitalism involving only
the "institutional preconditions for capitalism . . . but a version of the developed characteristics
of capitalism itself." Collins referred to this as "religious capitalism," adding that the "dynamism
of the medieval economy was primarily that of the Church." (Stark, The Victory of Reason)
The separation of religion and state/government is a spectacular freedom that comes
directly from Christ’s teaching. It also includes the concept of limited government. In Matthew
22:21 Jesus said: “Give back to Caesar that which is Caesar’s and to God that which is God’s”
That was radical teaching indeed. No society separated the religious and the state. In Western
nations it is almost taken as a given. However, it took a long time before this freedom became a
more of society.

Why Did Christianity Become the Dominant World Religion?
Love
Christianity is the only religion that has an infinite God, who is also personal and loves
every member of his creation. The other distinctive of Christian love is that, Christians are
commanded to show “agape” love to everyone. Agape love is love that does not expect any
love or response in return. It is a totally, selfless love. It is exemplified by Jesus giving up his life
for us on the cross. The other amazing example is God being prepared to send his only son to
live a perfect life on earth, suffer at the hands of evil people and then to die for them. (Romans
5:8, 1 John 4:7-12)
Reason
Christianity is the only religion that claims to be true and expects its claims to be tested
by reasoned thought. Jesus claimed to be the truth (John 14:6). Paul argued and so did others
to persuade and convince their hearers that they were speaking the truth. (Acts 17, 18 & 19)
Paul said that “the church of the living God is the pillar and foundation of the truth.” (1 Timothy
3:15) In the book of Proverbs, we are enjoined to: “turn your ear to wisdom and apply your heart
to understanding – indeed, if you call out for insight and look for it as for hidden treasure, then
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you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives
wisdom and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” (Proverbs 2:2-6)
In 1 Corinthians 13:9-12 we are told that we know in part but one day we will know in full.
This is an encouragement to find out more now because there is more to find out. In Romans
1:18-23 condemnation is announced for those who examine the natural revelation and
deliberately deny the right conclusion. Psalm 19:1-4 declares that what God has made speaks
to humanity and displays knowledge. Christian scientists have often claimed that they are
discovering God’s handiwork in their reasoned research. If God made it, we know from scripture
that he is an ordered God. We just have to find out the unchangeable laws of the created
universe. This reasoning helped to lead to modern science.
It would lack integrity to claim that Christian theologians and leaders have consistently
followed reason down through the centuries. The claim being made here is that Christianity is a
world-view that allowed reason and progression to occur.
Certainty
One of the unique characteristics that Christianity has is our certainty of salvation from
punishment for our rebellion against God and a perfect future with God in heaven. It is because
of God’s lavish grace bestowed upon us. (Ephesians 2:8-10, Romans 4:1-16) Every religion
other than Christianity has its rewards based on a works system. Christianity is the only one that
is based on certain grace to the adherent.
For Muslims, that is blasphemy. God is sovereign, so how can anyone know his will? He
is merciful, but he alone determines to whom he will be merciful. It does not depend on an
unbreakable promise. So, in the end, your good is weighed up against your bad.
For pure Buddhists there is no God hence the issue is meaningless. Buddhism has no
forgiveness and no personal aid. The goal of Buddhism is Nirvana, which is ultimate extinction
after the elimination of all desire. It is said, that Buddha achieved this after 547 births! There is
no creator.
For Hindus, a person may go through many reincarnations, according to how they live.
You have to do the duty of your caste, attain knowledge of your oneness with Brahman and
devote yourself to your favourite god. If you perform all your actions with absolute devotion to
Krishna or some other god, he will deliver you from the effects of karma and you will be free to
enter the reality of Brahman. (Dickson, A Spectators Guide to World Religions)

Why has no Other Worldview or Creed Impacted Globally on Humanity’s
Wellbeing?
It is important to recognise that Islam sometimes helped to improve the lot of conquered
tribes and nations by the standards Mohammed laid down in the Koran. It is not at all clear that
that has continued down the centuries. Other religions like Confucianism improved the social
order in China. However, no religion other than Christianity has had global moral influence that
has improved the wellbeing of most people groups. This has happened whenever Christianity
has taken root. It has also affected countries where Christianity has not been established but
where schools, medical facilities and other helpful ministries were begun by Christians. There
has been strong moral persuasion by those countries whose dominant religion is Christianity for
change in human rights in countries dominated by other world-views.
Rodney Stark (Stark, The Victory of Reason) gives the following rationale for
Christianity’s development of reason and ultimately to why it alone had the capacity to change
the world:
“Sometimes described as "the science of faith," theology consists of formal reasoning about
God. The emphasis is on discovering God's nature, intentions, and demands, and on
understanding how these define the relationship between human beings and God. The gods of
polytheism cannot sustain theology because they are far too limited. Theology necessitates an
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image of God as a conscious, rational, supernatural being of unlimited power and scope who
cares about humans and imposes moral codes and responsibilities upon them, thereby
generating serious intellectual questions such as: Why does God allow us to sin? Does the
Sixth Commandment prohibit war? When does an infant acquire a soul?
To appreciate fully the nature of theology, it is useful to explore why there are no
theologians in the East. Consider Taoism. The Tao is conceived of as a supernatural essence,
an underlying mystical force or principle governing life, but one that is impersonal, remote,
lacking consciousness, and definitely not a being. It is the "eternal way," the cosmic force that
produces harmony and balance. According to Lao-tzu, the Tao is "always nonexistent" yet
"always existent," unnameable" and the "name that can be named." Both "soundless and
formless," it is "always without desires." One might meditate forever on such an essence, but it
offers little to reason about.
The same applies to Buddhism and Confucianism. Although it is true that the popular
versions of these faiths are polytheistic and involve an immense array of small gods (as is true
of popular Taoism as well), the "pure" forms of these faiths, as pursued by the intellectual elite,
are godless and postulate only a vague divine essence—Buddha specifically denied the
existence of a conscious God. The East lacks theologians because those who might otherwise
take up such an intellectual pursuit reject its first premise: the existence of a conscious, allpowerful God.
Leading Christian theologians such as Augustine and Aquinas celebrated reason as the means
to gain greater insight into divine intentions. As Quintus Tertullian instructed in the second
century: "Reason is a thing of God, inasmuch as there is nothing which God the Maker of all has
not provided, disposed, ordained by reason—nothing which He has not willed should be
handled and understood by reason." In the same spirit, Clement of Alexandria warned in the
third century: "Do not think that we say that these things are only to be received by faith, but
also that they are to be asserted by reason. For indeed it is not safe to commit these things to
bare faith without reason, since assuredly truth cannot be without reason."
Hence, Augustine merely expressed the prevailing wisdom when he held that reason
was indispensable to faith: "Heaven forbid that God should hate in us that by which he made us
superior to the animals! Heaven forbid that we should believe in such a way as not to accept or
seek reasons, since we could not even believe if we did not possess rational souls." Augustine
acknowledged that "faith must precede reason and purify the heart and make it fit to receive and
endure the great light of reason."
Judaism and Islam embrace an image of God sufficient to sustain theology, but their
scholars have tended not to pursue such matters. Rather, traditional Jews and Muslims are
inclined to approach scripture as law to be understood and applied, not as the basis for inquiry
about questions of ultimate meaning. For this reason, scholars often refer to Judaism and Islam
as "orthoprax" religions, concerned with correct (ortho) practice (praxis) and therefore placing
their "fundamental emphasis on law and regulation of community life." In contrast, scholars describe Christianity as an "orthodox" religion because it stresses correct (ortho) opinion (doxa),
placing "greater emphasis on belief and its intellectual structuring of creeds, catechisms, and
theologies." Typical intellectual controversies among Jewish and Muslim religious thinkers
involve whether some activity or innovation (such as reproducing Holy Scripture on a printing
press) is consistent with established law. Christian controversies typically are doctrinal, over
matters such as the Holy Trinity or the perpetual virginity of Mary.
Of course, some leading Christian thinkers have concentrated on law and some Jewish
and Muslim scholars have devoted themselves to theological issues. However, the primary
thrust of the three faiths has differed in this respect and with very significant consequences.
Legal interpretation rests on precedent and therefore is anchored in the past, while
efforts to understand better the nature of God assume the possibility of progress. It is the
assumption of progress that may be the most critical difference between Christianity and all
other religions. With the exception of Judaism, the other great faiths have conceived of history
as either an endlessly repeated cycle or inevitable decline—Muhammad is reported to have
said, "The best generation is my generation, then the one that follows it, and then the ones that
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follow that." (Mahmaud Ayoub, The Islamic Tradition, 1996) In contrast, Judaism and Christianity have sustained a directional conception of history, culminating in the Millennium.
However, the Jewish idea of history stresses not progress but only procession, while the idea of
progress is profoundly manifest in Christianity. As John Macmurray put it, "That we think of
progress at all shows the extent of the influence of Christianity upon us." (John Macmurray, The
Clue to History, 1938)

How do we Respond to the Evil Contributions of Christians”?
First, a few general explanations need to be made. These cannot be used as excuses,
but they should be borne in mind. Today, Christians in the West are often captured by Western
values and not purely by Biblical ones. Two examples will suffice. We live far beyond the means
that our planet can sustain. This is in clear violation of the creation ordinance to: “rule over it (of
course, under God’s sovereignty)” (Genesis 1:28) and “to work the land and care for it”
(Genesis 2:15). Another example is the way Christians are only really bothered by gross
violations of Biblical morality. We can watch DVDs with morals far removed from Biblical norms
and not be even slightly disturbed.
People of past eras were also victims of their society’s norms of violence, hygiene,
morality, power struggles, and corruption and so on. We have to place ourselves into their
situation. Would we have done anything different? As Christians, we should have! As always,
some Christians did stand up. Some lost their lives for their stance. Others underwent severe
privations. However, others eventually won the day and most of the freedoms and benefits of
society result from these heroes of the faith.
Christianity claims to be a system of truth revealed, founded and defined for us by Jesus
Christ. We need to differentiate between this and the words, deeds and beliefs of anyone calling
themselves a follower of Christ. Logically, the actions of adherents or believers cannot verify or
falsify a worldview. Where the actions clearly contradict the fundamental tenets of the view
there is certainly a dissonance that needs to be explained. To correlate Christians with
atrocities, for example, does not prove that the original belief system commends or causes
those atrocities. Instead, the teachings of Christ will establish whether any subsequent claims to
be acting in accord with them are really valid. (Peter Grice)
Jesus rebuked his disciples when they wanted to destroy a Samaritan village that did not
welcome him. Jesus clearly taught non-violence in Luke 6:27 when he said love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you and pray for those who persecute
you. In verse 35, he says again to love your enemies, do good to them, lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Christians are to do this because God is kind to the ungrateful
and wicked and we are to be merciful just as God is merciful. In the same passage, Christians
are commanded to turn the other cheek when slapped. The clear teaching in Luke 6:27-36
stands against many of the evils Christians have enjoined down through the centuries. We
should always remember, therefore, that these are actually deviations from true Christianity.
It is important to understand that a basic tenet of Christian teaching is the sinfulness of
every human being. The Bible clearly teaches that Christians are no better than non-Christians
in their capacity to do evil. The true difference is what Christians do with their sin. They must
bring it to God and seek forgiveness. In the process, they are to turn away from their evil and
determine to change with God’s help. No Christian will be perfect in this life, only forgiven.
Christian autocrats were often the source of evil. They confused Christianity with
Christendom. They tried to enforce heaven on earth and in doing so transgressed the clear
teaching of Christ. Freedom to do good, implies the freedom to reject it, but Christian autocrats
did not comprehend this truth. Nor did they practice servant leadership as taught by Christ in
Matthew 20:25-28. If they had done so, these evils would not have readily arisen.
A general comment is required about the large number of deaths caused by Christians.
D’Sousa estimates that, taken together, the Crusades, the Inquisition and the witch burnings
killed about 200000 people. Adjusting for the increase in population, that is equivalent to about
one million people today. If D’Sousa has underestimated and the number is quadruple, that
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means four million or 2000 per year globally. That would surely take into account any deaths not
included in the Crusades, Inquisition and the witch-hunts.
Over two thousand years, it pales in significance when compared to what happened
under atheistic regimes. These accounted for more than 100 million deaths in the past 100
years. That equates to one million a year. Stalin alone was responsible for around 20 million,
Hitler, for around 10 million and Mao for around 70 million. On top of this, we need to add Pol
Pot who killed 1.5 to 2 million. Other Soviet, Chinese, North Korean, Cuban, Romanian, African,
Latin American and Albanian atheistic leaders increased this devastating toll. This does not
necessarily prove that one system is worse than another is. Evil leaders will use any means and
rationale to justify their diabolical ends and hunger for control and power. (D’Sousa, What’s so
Great About Christianity”)
Opponents of Christianity who use these atrocities committed in the name of Christ as
cannon fodder need to balance the number of deaths caused with the number saved in the last
two millennia. Hospitals, nursing, orphanages, factory and labour reform, ending of slavery,
infanticide, suttee (wife burning in India), poverty reduction, alcohol and drug ministry and a host
of other benefits have saved far more lives than were taken. Hence, a balanced evaluation is
required.
Crusades
Crusades are inexcusable for Christians. They were wrong headed, and stand over and
against the clear teachings of Jesus. (Matthew 5:43-48) In fact, for hundreds of years the early
church was pacifist. Christians would not join the Roman army. The crusades initially arose as a
very belated reaction to the Muslims either over-running many Christian nations (including
Spain) and forcing Christians to renounce their faith or making it miserable for Christians to live
and work in a Muslim society. Things have not changed much in Muslim dominated societies
today, Christians are usually very second-class citizens. Christians experienced some very
nasty episodes on their pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Further, a renewed Muslim threat to
Constantinople and the Byzantine Empire arose. As a result, Pope Urban II instituted the First
Crusade. Thereafter, crusades for all sorts of things were declared over a period of about 490
years. Many of the bishops, priests and popes were political appointments and the crusades
were territorial, power and religious ideas of those they needed to satisfy.
It would be wrong to downplay the religious fervour of many who took part. The fact that
you may be able to book a ticket to heaven by being a crusader spurred many on. Adventure
was there for others and various other reasons that did not spring from religious belief. Often
one group of “Christians” would be played off against another. Some would side with one
Muslim group against another, Christians fighting alongside Muslims. The jealousies between
the Byzantine Empire and the Roman Empire’s leadership meant trust and cohesion was nearly
impossible. In fact, the crusades probably helped to cause the fall of Constantinople leading to
Turkey becoming a Muslim state.
When you add the various “Christian” nations’ jealousy between each other, it is easy to
see why only one crusade against the Muslims in Jerusalem was successful. The so-called
“Christians” perpetrated gross evil during the crusades. The Muslim nations did so as well. Both
sides are equally responsible for this black blemish on human history. It is hard to mount a
credible defence except to say that crusades were not Jesus’ idea of dealing with your enemies.
Further, Christianity became the religion of the Roman Empire without bloodshed and through
behaviour and beliefs that were radically attractive to those who were exposed to them. This is
not so with the other dominant world religion of Islam. Islam conquered more territory than the
Roman Empire in less than 100 years. (Hindley, A Brief History of the Crusades)
Inquisition
The effects of the inquisition were much smaller than those with anti-Christian sentiments
want to portray. Over a period of 600 years, there were about seven deaths a year. Again, they
are inexcusable. However, those brought before inquisitors far preferred to be arraigned in an
ecclesiastical court than a secular court. Outcomes for those brought before ecclesiastical
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courts did not often result in the execution of the defendant. Inquisitions were often motivated by
power struggles such as the one between the English and the French that led to Joan of Arc
being disgracefully burnt at the stake. Sometimes, they were motivated by theological issues.
Christians are imperfect people as are people who belong to other worldviews and Christians
did not follow the clear teachings of their founder.
Conquistadores
The Spanish and Portuguese Conquistadores found themselves in a new world with
incredible riches protected by people with inferior weapons. They also discovered, to their
horror, incredible brutality and evil practices. For example, one report told of 100000 skulls that
were found. These were a sample of Aztec butchery and human sacrifice. It is probably an
exaggeration. This does not excuse the wicked behaviour of the troops and the priests who
accompanied them but it does set a context.
Witch Hunts
What has been said for the inquisition can be repeated for witch-hunts. There were far
fewer deaths than those with anti-Christian bias want to recognise. Over a period of 300 years,
there were about 200 deaths a year throughout the Christian world. Many prosecutions did not
arise from Christian sources. Sometimes false accusations were made to get rid of unwanted
people or neighbours. We cannot mount a credible defence for witch-hunts that arose from
amongst the Christian community. However, Christians helped to stamp out this evil.
Religious Wars
Fear and power drove most of these conflicts. Fear of loss of control of those you lead.
For the most part, the struggles were political in nature but when Christians supported evil
causes, they denied God’s standards and their behaviour is inexcusable.
Pogroms or Riots Against Jewish People
Some pogroms arose out of the general fervour whipped up against the Muslim infidels.
This was exploited and “Christians” were reminded that the Jews crucified Jesus. It was also a
convenient way to steal valuables, money and food from an obvious and vulnerable minority.
Our response to pogroms is the same as to that of religious wars – inexcusable. There were
about thirty deaths per year over a period of 1100 years.
Unjust Systems
Whilst some Christians and denominations supported unjust systems, often those most
vocal against the regimes were Christians. Christians were very active in the collapse of
communist Germany and Poland. We all know of Desmond Tutu and other key Christians that
opposed Apartheid. Martin Luther King led the charge against racial discrimination in the USA,
as did Abraham Lincoln in finally removing slavery.
Missionaries
This is one of the saddest accusations. Missiology was not a well-developed discipline in
the early era of Christian missions. We have come a long way in the last two centuries. The
gross criticisms levelled at faithful Christians are unfair. Yes, missionaries did go against culture
and impose Western dress codes, made people worship in unintelligible languages like Latin,
refused to allow indigenous leadership amongst other things. However, the vast benefits to
animistic and other societies are well documented. To name a few: abolition of foot binding of
women in China, abolition of suttee, overcoming terrible superstition in animistic tribes that led
to many terrible practices like killing of twins, giving hundreds of languages a written form and
then committing them to print, an incredible number of hospitals, schools, leprosariums are a
few that stand out.
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Opposition to Scientific Progress
In fact, the scientific method arose from Christians. Robert Grosseteste (ca 1168-1253)
was the first to propose inductive, experimental methodology. Roger Bacon (1214-1294)
expanded the idea by proposing that all things must be verified by experience. William of
Occam (of Occam’s razor fame) (1285-1347) added that knowledge must be derived inductively
(drawing general conclusions from particular instances). Francis Bacon (1561-1626) is regarded
as the founder of the scientific method. He recorded his experimental results. He is therefore
the creator of scientific induction. He carefully observed phenomena and collected systematic
information. From this, he deduced nature’s secrets. Descartes (1596-1650) searched for
natural “laws”. He believed they must exist because God is perfect and “acts in a manner as
constant and immutable as possible”.
Stark, who is not a Christian, argues that, without Christianity, modern science would not
have arisen. Many scholars agree with him. He, and others, are convinced that no other
worldview has the fundamental beliefs that were necessary for the scientific method to be
sustained. Some ancient civilisations had advanced astronomical, mathematical, philosophical
and other knowledge. Hence, the development of science was possible. However, Egypt,
Greece, Rome and China did not have a worldview that regarded the universe as authorised
and regulated by a supreme mind and in whose image we are made with creativity, intelligence
and the ability to think God’s thoughts after him. Islam had developed great knowledge and put
it together in the “Rasa’il” but their view of God did not correspond with a fully consistent God. A
God who is consistent, and who created the universal natural laws, was an important part of the
development of science. Most of the early and later renowned scientists were committed
Christians or God fearers.
Most of the incidents of the established church preventing scientific progress are wrong
or have been grossly exaggerated by those who have an anti-Christian or anti-Catholic agenda.
There are three clear incidents in history. Giordano Bruno was burned at the stake but not for
his scientific views. He had theological heresies based on his view of the trinity. He should not
have lost his life for these views. Antoine Lavoisier was guillotined but because he was falsely
accused in an atheistic French regime. Galileo was never charged with heresy but most of his
trouble came because he lied, broke an agreement and wrote a book that had his own theory of
Biblical interpretation. He acted against advice and very unwisely. However, he was sentenced
to a very mild form of house arrest that gave him freedom to experiment and visit family. He was
not prevented from publishing scientific papers up to his death. In fact, Galileo never properly
proved heliocentrism since several of his arguments were wrong. This is the only example of the
Catholic Church condemning a scientific theory. On the other hand, atheistic regimes have often
persecuted and murdered academics. Many scientists fared badly under Soviet and Chinese
communism and Nazi Germany. These evils are not considered when attacks are made on
Christianity.
Listed below are 52 of the most famous scientists from 1473-1742 AD. They are denoted
as devout believers, believers and sceptics. Only two of them were sceptics. The next table lists
US scientists as surveyed in 1969. Less than 30% said that they had no religion. These
statistics are little changed from a survey completed 55 years prior to this. (Stark, For the Glory
of God)
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Roster of Scientific Stars
Bayer, Johann (1572-1625)
Borelli, Giovanni (1608-1679)
Boyle, Robert (1627-1691)
Brahe, Tycho (1546-1601)
Briggs, Henry (1561-1630)
Cassini, Giovanni (1625-1712)
Copernicus, Nicolaus (1473-1543)*
Descartes, Rene (1596-1650)
Fabricius, David (1564-1617)*
Fallopius, Gabriel (1523-1562)
Fermat, Pierre (1601-1665)
Flamsteed, John (1646-1719)
Galilei, Galileo (1564-1642)
Gassendi, Pierre (1592-1655)*
Gellibrand, Henry (1597-1663)
Gilbert, William (1540-1603)
Graaf, Regnier de (1641-1673)
Grew, Nehemiah (1641-1712)
Grimaldi, Francesco (1618-1663)*
Guericke, Otto (1602-1686)
Halley, Edmund (1656-1742)
Harvey, William (1578-1657)
Helmont, Jan Baptista van (15771644)
Hevelius, Johannes (1611-1687)
Hooke, Robert (1635-1703)
Horrocks, Jeremiah (1619-1641)*
Huygens, Christiaan (1629-1695)
Kepler, Johannes (1571-1630)

Kircher, Athanasius (1601-1680)*
Devout
Believer Leeuwenhoek, Anton (1632Devout 1723)
Believer Leibniz, Gottfried (1646-1716)
Malpighi, Marcello (1628-1694)
Devout
Believer Mariotte, Edme (1620-1684)*
Believer Mersenne, Marin (1588-1648)*
Devout
Napier, John (1550-1617)
Devout
Newton, Isaac (1642-1727)
Devout
Oughtred, William (1575-1660)*
Believer Papin, Denis (1647-1712)
Paracelsus (1493-1541)
Devout
Believer Pascal, Blaise (1623-1662)*
Picard, Jean (1620-1682)*
Devout
Devout
Ray, John (1628-1705)*
Believer Riccioli, Giovanni (1598-1671)
Believer Roemer, Olaus (1644-1710)
Scheiner, Christoph (1575-1650)*
Devout
Snell, Willebrord (1591-1626)
Devout
Believer Steno, Nicolaus (1638-1686)*
Sceptic
Stevinus, Simon (1548-1620)
Believer Torricelli, Evangelista (1606Devout 1647)
Believer Vesalius, Andreas (1514-1564)
Vieta, Franciscus (1540-1603)
Devout
Devout
Wallis, John (1616-1703)*
Devout * Ecclesiastic (priest, monk, friar,
Devout
minister, canon, etc). Italic type
indicates a Protestant.

Devout
Believer
Devout
Believer
Devout
Devout
Devout
Devout
Devout
Devout
Sceptic
Devout
Devout
Devout
Devout
Believer
Devout
Believer
Devout
Believer
Believer
Devout
Believer
Devout

Religiousness by Scholarly Field
% Religious
Person
Mathematics/statistic
60
s
Physical sciences
55
Life sciences

55

% Regular
Attend
47

% Never
Attend
35

% Religious
% No
Conservative Religion
40
27

43

38

34

27

42

36

36

29

Source: Calculated from the Carnegie Commission Survey of 60,028 American Academics, 1969.
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Are Christians Still Leading in Resolving the Major Moral Issues Confronting
us Today?
Today, some of the major issues are poverty, restrictive trade policies, global warming,
biological ethics, technological change, ethical investing, child soldiers, bonded labour, sexual
slavery, children suffering from breakdown in the family, loss of freedoms (habeas corpus and
the related outcomes of the “war on terror”, vilification laws and bills or charters of rights), illegal
immigrants, drugs and alcohol. It is hard to see Christians at the forefront of addressing many of
these challenges. There are many NGOs and governmental organisations dealing with these
issues. Christians do not seem to be as obviously “out there” as in the past. Is this so?
There has been a historical pattern to most of the progress that has been beneficial to
humanity. Usually, a Christian person has discovered an issue that needs addressing. They
have challenged the attitude or value extant in the society of that era and put forward some idea
or solution. Over time, others saw the need and the issue became popularised and momentum
for change developed. A new organisation often sprung up. The next logical progression was for
the general populous to adopt the new cultural benefit. It became an accepted cultural standard.
The final stage of development was for the change to be institutionalised. Laws were passed, it
became a compulsory part of life and education of the masses brought it fully into the cultural
norm. After many years the origins of wonderful developments such as the abolition of slavery,
hospitals and universal education were forgotten. Today, Christianity and morality are seen as
private and individual matters. The secular, public square currently belongs to the so-called
values-neutral relativists.
Christians that changed the world were setting out to do that. They were confronting
systemic and collective evil. Their incredible success is clearly shown in the morality of the
West. It has been influenced so much by Christianity that governments have largely taken over
the institutions that Christians began. These valuable ministries are now an expected part of
Western society and citizens expect to pay taxes to ensure these services are delivered by
those they elect. The most obvious of these are hospitals and education. Further, many of the
organisations that were started by Christians such as the Red Cross have shed their attachment
to Christianity but have continued and expanded their humanitarian roles.
However, it is not at all true that Christians have left their pioneering role behind. When
you check the dates of founding of a number of the institutions listed in this paper, there are
quite a few from recent times. Things like the Connect program and SU chaplaincy are not listed
but are very recent. Many Christian organisations are involved in micro financing to help the
poor look after themselves. The Micah challenge to remove poverty and the Two Thirds World
debt is a Christian initiative. Many Christian workers are involved in rescuing women from
sexual slavery. Family Voice, Focus on the Family and ACL are concentrating on the issues that
lead to family breakdown. Teen Challenge, the Salvation Army and others are working in the
area of drugs and alcohol abuse. Compassion, TEAR, World Vision, Samaritans Purse and
others are at the forefront of caring for the poor. There are thousands of missionary doctors and
nurses caring for the sick in needy situations. Further, many Christians have been involved in
collaborating with others in the start up of organisations like the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament.
One issue that Christians do not appear to have influenced greatly is global warming. We
do need to get our act together in this area. There is a financial cost in acting justly. We may not
end up as affluent but for a little less personal wealth we will save millions of people who cannot
overcome the effects of climate change. Christians need to fight for the underprivileged’s
entitlement to a reasonable quality of life. It is likely that the cost of prevention of global warming
will be cheaper than the cost of fixing up the damage created if not enough is done.
A new way of engagement of our society needs to be developed by Christians. The
Russian Orthodox church did not prevent the ravages of Communism. The Lutheran church did
not alter the course of Hitler’s Nazi Germany. Why? Why are Christians unable to prevent the
careering force of deteriorating morals in the West? Militant Atheism put forward by Dawkins,
Hitchens and Harris has the public ear. Their books sell into the millions of copies and they are
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good media. Most of our Christian response is marginalised because we often take a
confrontational approach. We have not learned that we are in the minority in a very pluralistic
society. Those with influence think they know the Christian message. They perceive that
Christians are wowsers seeking to spoil the fun, liberty and progress that they have gained by
throwing off the limiting constraints of religion and a bygone era.
We need to learn how to engage, negotiate and to some extent, accommodate. Change
will come with dialogue and persuasion by sound argument based on verifiable facts. We need
to be at the forefront in the issues that are of concern to citizens. Clearly, global warming is one
of these. Another is the concern for our children. The speed at which chaplaincy was taken up
by Australians gives an indication that we met a need. We have a lot of ground to reclaim in the
paedophilia area. The wonderful ministry of loving Christians in orphanages, fostering and so on
has been forgotten in our failure to deal with a broken and evil element in some of our
institutions. We must get our house in order in this area, and apologise and make whatever
restitution is possible.
Christians have been at their best when they raise the moral conscience of a nation and
its leadership. A clear example was the issue of slavery. The Micah challenge is another that
has awakened consciousness about the entitlement of poor nations. Their debt should be
reduced or eliminated by the very nations that helped to create their debt in the first place.
Restrictive trade practices still need to be overthrown to allow poor countries to operate on a
level playing field with the USA and Europe. A very simple step for Christians to take is to
ensure their superannuation wealth is invested in ethical funds.
Our focus as Christians will need to be in the redesign of our institutions, the judiciary,
the legislatures and the executive. True protection of freedoms and individual and corporate
rights is our priority. Vilification laws and bills or charters of rights that end up limiting rights are
areas of great importance. In fact, legislating for “rights” always seems to negate other rights.
The best rules are the “Golden Ones.” When there is a law, people think “what can I get away
with?” so a change of heart is required, not more laws. There needs to be free dialogue in the
public square. It should be free of political correctness. We must also remember that rights
come with responsibilities.
May God break your heart for some area of social concern. It should be a natural part of
being a Christian. I pray that he will then equip you to make a difference in your lifetime and
beyond.
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Appendix 1
Significant Christian scientists not listed above
• Georges-Henri Lemaitre* 1894-1966 (Big bang theory)
• Georges Cuvier 1769-1832 (pioneer in comparative anatomy and palaeontology,
established extinction as a fact)
• John Dalton 1776-1844 (development of atomic theory)
• Michael Faraday 1791-1867 (electromagnetic field, electromagnetic induction,
diamagnetism, laws of electrolysis, foundation of electric motor, oxidation numbers,
Bunsen burner)
• Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier 1743-1794 (called the father of chemistry)
• Joseph Priestley* 1733-1804 (discovered many gases including oxygen, also a father of
chemistry)
• William Herschel 1738-1822 (infrared radiation, Uranus, various moons of planets)
• James Joule 1818-1889 (conservation of energy which led to the first law of
thermodynamics, Joule’s law, Joule-Thomson effect)
• Charles Lyell 1797-1875 (famous geologist, famous proponent of uniformitarianism, strong
influence on Darwin)
• William Thomson or Lord Kelvin 1824-1907 (helped to unify the development of physics,
Joule-Thomson effect, Kelvin scale, absolute zero, his ideas led to the second law of
thermodynamics)
• Georg Ohm 1789-1854 (Ohm’s law, electrical circuit analysis)
• Andre-Marie Ampere 1775-1836 (principle discoverer of electromagnetism, laid foundation
for electrodynamics)
• Louis Pasteur 1822-1895 (one of 3 founders of microbiology, pasteurisation, molecular
basis for asymmetry of crystals and chiral molecules, proved germ theory, founder of
bacteriology)
• James Maxwell 1831-1879 (electromagnetic theory, Maxwell’s equations, Maxwell
distribution, laid foundation for special relativity and quantum mechanics)
• Max Planck 1858-1947 (founder of quantum theory, Planck’s constant)
• Gregor Mendel*1822-1884 (famous geneticist, father of genetics)
• Francis Collins 1950- (leader of Human genome project)
• Joseph Lister 1812-1912 (antiseptic methods in surgery)
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Appendix 2
Quotes from Dinesh D’Souza’s book What’s so Great About Christianity
Nobel laureate Steven Weinberg writes, "Anything that we scientists can do to weaken the hold
of religion should be done and may in the end be our greatest contribution to civilization:'' Sam
Harris in The End of Faith condemns what he terms "the lunatic influence of religious belief."
Christopher Hitchens writes, 'All religions and all churches are equally demented in their belief
in divine intervention, divine intercession, or even the existence of the divine in the first place”
Dawkins adds, "The great unmentionable evil at the center of our culture is monotheism. From a
barbaric Bronze Age text known as the Old Testament, three anti-human religions have
evolved: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. (Page 25)
The objective of science education, according to biologist Richard) Lewontin, "is not to provide
the public with knowledge of how far it is to the nearest star and what genes are made of."
Rather, "the problem is to get them to reject irrational and supernatural explanations of the
world, the demons that exist only in their imaginations, and to accept a social and intellectual
apparatus, science, as the only begetter of truth” (Page 35)
Philosopher Richard Rorty argued that secular professors in the universities ought "to arrange
things so that students who enter as bigoted, homophobic religious fundamentalists will leave
college with views more like our own." Rorty noted that students are fortunate to find
themselves "under the benevolent Herrschaft of people like me, and to have escaped the grip of
their frightening, vicious, dangerous parents." Indeed, parents who send their children to college
should recognize that as professors "we are going to go right on trying to discredit you in the
eyes of your children, trying to strip your fundamentalist religious community of dignity, trying to
make your views seem silly rather than discussable" (Page 38)

Appendix 3
Large worldwide ministry organisations that don’t appear to have Christian origins
Doctors Without Borders
Plan International
Worldwide Fund for Nature
World Wildlife Fund
Wildlife Conservation Society
Fred Hollows Foundation
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (had a number of Christians in founding group)
Lions International
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
CARE International
International Fund for Animal Welfare

Appendix 4
Organisations that are said to have Christian foundations or founder but still searching
for evidence
Rotary
Manchester Unity of Odd Fellows (1810)
IOOF (1819 USA)
IOR
Rebekahs
Masons (Have a belief in a Supreme Being)
Kiwanis
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The Christian Liberation of Women
http://www.frontline.org.za/articles/liberation.htm
Despite the anti-Christian prejudice evident in much of the feminist
movement, it is to the teachings and example of Jesus Christ that women
owe most of their freedoms. The advent of Christianity raised the dignity,
freedom and rights of women to levels never before known in any other
culture or religion. Indeed, as one historian put it: “The birth of Jesus was
the turning point in the history of women.”
As a result of the teachings and example of Jesus Christ, women in much of the
world today, especially in the West, enjoy far more privileges and rights than at any
other time in history.
WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE EAST
By way of contrast, one only needs look at how women are treated in those
countries where Christianity has had little influence, for example in the Muslim
Middle East. Christian women have been publicly stripped and flogged in Sudan for
failing to wear the Islamic Abaya (a black garment that covers the head, face and
the entire body). Under the Taliban in Afghanistan women were forbidden to go to
school, to work outside the home, or even to walk without their whole face and
head being covered under the Abaya. Women have been arrested and jailed in Iran
for wearing lipstick. In Saudi Arabia it is illegal for women to drive a motor vehicle.
THE PERVERSITY OF POLYGAMY
Polygamy is also widely practiced in non-Christian religions. Christianity has always
rejected polygamy because it inhibits, and in fact exterminates, exclusive, devoted
love. Christians have always maintained that love between a man and a woman
ought to be exclusive, otherwise marriage is degraded in essence to mere physical
lust. No woman who loves her husband, and wishes to be fully loved in return, can
tolerate “another wife”. Monogamy gives recognition, status and value to a woman.
(Yet Muhammad, for example, had at least 16 wives and 2 concubines.
Muhammad’s successor, Caliph Umar married 7 women and had 2 slave
concubines. The Caliph Uthman married 8 women. The Caliph Ali (Muhammad’s
son-in-law) had 11 wives and 19 slave concubines. Muhammad’s grandson, Hassan,
married 70 women and had at least 31 children. Muhammad also authorised
“temporary marriages” (“for three nights or more”). Thereafter the man could
desert the “wife” leaving her without any rights or obligations – even with regard to
any offspring, who would have no claim to inheritance or support).
By approving of polygamy, mistresses and “temporary marriages”, for example,
Islam denies the value of a genuine marriage, based on exclusive, lifelong, devoted
love. Polygamy also erodes the concept of a Biblical family. Christianity has always
maintained that monogamy alone gives the recognition, status and value that a
woman needs, and the environment for raising children in a stable and loving
home.
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THE DEPRAVITY OF ROME
Few people appreciate how highly promiscuous and depraved cultures were before
the advent of Christianity. British historian, Edward Gibbon, stated in his “History of
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire” that marital faithfulness in the Roman
Empire was virtually unknown. Not only were adultery and fornication common, but
obscene sexual practices were prevalent. Even the most depraved and obscene
sexual acts were shamelessly illustrated on household items such as lamps, bowls,
cups and vases. The Romans and Greeks also exercised and bathed publicly in the
nude.
The Roman writer, Ovid, noted that sexual relations had become sadistic and
masochistic. Catullus, a Roman writer, referred to the prevalence of Romans
practicing group sex – orgies. Suetonius reported that the Emperor Tiberius had
nude women wait on his tables while he dined. Tiberius also had male and female
prostitutes openly engage in group sex as entertainment for his pleasure. The
Emperor Caligula was given to incest with all of his sisters, engaged in sex while he
ate, and often had people tortured during his orgies. The Emperor Titus surrounded
himself with all manner of perversities. The Emperor Domitian engaged in
incestuous relations. Emperor Commodus had a harem of 300 concubines and 300
young boys to satisfy his trans-sexual appetites. Homosexuality and paedophilia
was rampant in Rome and Greece. Tiberius, Nero, Galba, Hadrian, Commodus, and
many other emperors engaged in widespread homosexual perversions and what
would today be classified as child molestation. Decadent plays, including live sex,
mutilation and bestiality on the stage, became common during the reigns of Nero
and Trajan.
DOUBLE STANDARDS AND HYPOCRISY
The Roman lex Julia de Adulteriis defined adultery only on the basis of the marital
status of the woman. A married man could not be guilty of adultery if he had sex
with a single woman. Adultery was perceived as a crime that only a woman could
commit against the husband. In Roman law adultery was a property crime against
the husband, not an ethical issue which applied to either single or married men.
A REVOLUTION OF LOVE
Into this decadent environment the Christian message and lifestyle came as radical,
revolutionary and very offensive. “You shall not commit adultery” Exodus
20:14; “Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral”
Hebrews 13:4; “The husband should fulfil his marital duty towards his wife,
and likewise the wife to her husband” 1 Corinthians 7:3; “Submit to one
another out of reverence for Christ” Ephesians 5:21; “Be considerate as you
live with your wives, and treat them with respect” 1 Peter 3:7.
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MARITAL FAITHFULNESS – A CHRISTIAN INNOVATION
Not only did the Christians maintain that marriage should be between one man and
one woman for life, but they insisted that sexual relations had to be confined to
marriage. They also believed that the sex act made the couple “one flesh.” This
very radical concept required married couples to remain totally faithful to one
another. Extramarital sex was not only unfaithfulness to one’s marriage partner,
but it was in violation of God’s express command and it did violence to the “one
flesh” concept.
By rejecting polygamy, adultery, fornication, public nudity, and the artistic
portrayed of sexual acts, either openly on stage, or graphically portrayed on
household items, the Christians instituted an entirely new sexual morality. As
secular historian Edward Gibbon declared: “The dignity of marriage was restored by
the Christians.” (The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire).
REFORMING MARRIAGE
Christianity greatly elevated the world’s sexual morality. By opposing adultery,
fornication, homosexuality, child molestation, bestiality and other sexual
decadence, Christianity made a contribution to civilisation that was unprecedented.
It was as a result of the tireless work of Christians that by the 5 th Century the wife
was able to divorce an adulterous husband – something which had never before
occurred in the Ancient World.
Christianity equalised the crime of adultery and brought dignity and beauty to the
formal wedding ceremony. Prior to Christianity marriage ceremonies were anything
but dignified. In keeping with the low regard of women and marriage as a whole,
obscene songs, mockery and open displays of extreme decadence were part and
parcel of Roman weddings. However, from the 4 th Century, Christianity brought
about a revolution in the state’s view of marriage, introducing a dignity, beauty and
solemnity to weddings which had never before been seen. The belief that marriage
is a Divine institution – a sacrament – stems from Christianity (The History of
Marriage, by Edward Westermarck).
PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM PAEDOPHILIA
The abhorrence which Western society still generally holds for paedophilia (the
sexual molestation of children) is a direct result of Christianity. Prior to Christianity,
paedophilia and homosexuality were completely accepted by Roman and Greek
society. Roman and Greek plays, novels, artwork, and even the writings of their
philosophers, reveal an acceptance, and often an obsession, with pederasty. The
Roman emperors Tiberius, Nero, Galba, Hadrian, Commodus, amongst many
others, were renowned for their numerous homosexual liaisons with children.
Bisexuality, perversion and sexual deviance was widespread throughout the pagan
culture of the Greeks and Romans.
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THE PAGAN PRACTISE OF PERVERSION
Walter Williams in his book “The Spirit and the Flesh” sympathetically focuses on
the prevalent homosexuality amongst the American Indians: The Kwakiutl, Crows,
Klamaths, Hopi, Sioux, Navajo, Zuni, Yokuts and other tribes in the Americas all
practiced homosexuality before Christianity came to the Americas. Often
homosexual acts were part of the religious ceremonies performed by the shamans.
It was the clear Biblical teaching against such immorality that revolutionised
Western civilisation:
“Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.” (Leviticus
18:22); “If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have
committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be
upon them.” (Leviticus 20:13); “Do not be deceived; neither the sexual immoral
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male prostitutes, nor homosexual offenders, nor
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor swindlers will inherited
the Kingdom of God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10); “The wrath of God is being revealed
from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the
truth by their wickedness…shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed
indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their
perversion…they have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful. They invent ways
of doing evil; they disobey their parents, they are senseless, faithless, heartless,
ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of
those who practice them.” (Romans 1:18-32).
ELEVATING ETHICS
It is a historical fact that the outlawing of adultery, homosexuality, paedophilia, and
other immorality, is the result of the influence of Christianity.
The Biblical doctrine that sexual intimacy was a holy gift of God – only to be
enjoyed between a husband and wife within the context of marital privacy – was a
revolutionary Christian concept. Historians note that the Christian concern for the
privacy of marital sex essentially led to the institutionalisation of privacy. Privacy
has strong Christian roots. (“Privacy In A Public Society”, by Richard Hixson).
Hannah Arendt in “The Human Condition” maintains that “there is a marked
relationship between the rise of Christianity and the rise of privacy.”
A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Christian teaching that “the body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body” 1 Corinthians 6:13, and that the body is “a
temple of the Holy Spirit” 1 Corinthians 6:19 led Christians to condemn, and in time
to outlaw, adultery, paedophilia, homosexuality, bestiality, pornography and other
decadence which had once been prevalent and accepted in pre-Christian cultures.
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PAGAN RESENTMENT
St. Augustine in “The City of God” observed that the Romans despised the
Christians because of Christian opposition to their unrestrained sexual depravities.
The church father Tertullian noted the Romans were so incensed by Christian
opposition to their immoralities that they hated the very name “Christian.”
Professor Alvin Schmidt in his “Under the Influence – How Christianity Transformed
Civilisation” observes: “The hateful attitudes that were once directed against the
early Christians seem to be returning, and for similar reasons, despite the current
attention given to toleration. Increasingly, Christians are hated by many who
advocate ‘hate crime’ laws. In large measure, they are hated because they seek to
honour God and His laws rather than ‘re-define god as our future selves’…as
feverish efforts are underway to bring back the sexual debauchery of ancient
paganism.”
To appreciate the revolutionary impact of Jesus Christ in the history of women, and
to understand how radical His teaching and conduct towards women was to the
ancient world, we need to understand the historically low status of women before
the time of Christ.
WOMEN IN ANCIENT GREECE
Respectable Greek women were not permitted to leave their house unless
accompanied by a male escort. When guests were present in the home, the wife
was not permitted to eat at the same table or interact with the guests. The wife had
to be unseen and confined to her quarters (gynaecium). The average Athenian
woman had the social status of a slave. Whereas the husband could divorce the
wife at any time, the wife could not divorce her husband. Girls did not go to school
at all. Throughout a woman’s entire life she was not permitted to speak in public.
As Sophocles wrote: “Silence is an adornment to women”; Euripides asserted:
“Silence and discression are most beautiful in women and remaining quiet within
the house”. Aristotle declared: “Silence gives grace to women”. Homer wrote:
“Speech shall be for men”. Euripides wrote: “Women, specious curse to man”.
Aeschylus wrote: “Evil of mind are they, and guileful of purpose, with impure
hearts”. Aristophanes wrote: “For women are a shameless set, the vilest of
creatures going”. Homer wrote: “One cannot trust women!”
Greek civilisation accorded an extremely low status to women, not allowing them to
have any meaningful social life in public, or in the presence of men, even in private.
Women had little or no social value. Female infanticide was commonplace. Baby
girls were expendable. Female babies were seen as “an economic liability, a social
burden” (Under the Influence).
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WOMEN IN ANCIENT ROME
Similarly, in Roman society women had none of the rights and privileges that men
enjoyed. Roman wives were not allowed to be present with a husband’s guest at a
meal. A married woman was under the Roman law of Manus which placed her under
the absolute control of her husband who could divorce her, or sell her into slavery,
or kill her at will. A woman under Manus was legally prohibited from inheriting
property. Under Patria Potestas women were prohibited from speaking in public.
Women were not allowed to speak in court. Under the Roman law of Paterfamilias,
a man had supreme, absolute power over his children. He could even execute his
married daughter. He had full authority to chastise, even to beat to death, his wife,
even his grown children, including grand-children.
FREEDOM IN CHRIST
These laws were strongly criticised by the early church fathers, including St.
Augustine, the bishop of Hippo. From the very beginning, the Christians opposed
infanticide and rescued and adopted many of the abandoned babies. “There is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28
WOMEN IN HEBREW CULTURE
This Christian teaching was not only radical in the Ancient Greek and Roman world,
but also in the Hebrew culture prevalent at that time. The Rabbinic Oral Law (now
recorded in the Talmud and Midrash) not only barred women from speaking in
public and reading the Law (Torah), but women were also forbidden from testifying
in court. As one Rabbinic teaching put it: “It is shameful” to hear a woman’s voice
in public (Berakhoth 24A). Another Rabbinic teaching asserted: “Let the words of
the Law (Torah) be burned rather than be committed to a woman…If a man teaches
his daughter the Law, it is as though he taught her lechery” (Sotah 3.4)
For this reason synagogue worship was meant to consist only of male participants.
Women, if present, were to be passive listeners, separated from the men by a
“michetza” (partition). These women were never to raise their voices. Only the men
were to do the singing or chanting. It was only by the late 18 th Century in
Reformed synagogues that Jewish women were permitted to sing.
MARY AND MARTHA
So, when Mary came and sat at Jesus’ feet (Luke 10:38-42), not only was she
being a cultural deviant, but so too was the Lord Jesus, because he clashed with
the Rabbinic teachings of His day. When her sister Martha complained about her
not helping her, Jesus again violated Rabbinic teaching by siding with Mary and
commending her for desiring teaching about God’s Law.
At the grave of Lazarus, Jesus taught Martha: “I am the Resurrection and the Life.
He who believes in Me will live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes
in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26). Under Rabbinic law, to
teach a woman was bad enough, but the Lord Jesus did more than that, He called
for a public verbal response from Martha.
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THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
Similarly, the way in which the Lord Jesus interacted with the Samaritan woman at
the well (John 4) may not appear so unusual to Westerners today. Yet, to the
prevailing Greek, Roman and Hebrew cultures of that time, our Lord’s actions must
have been quite shocking. Jesus not only ignored the Jewish anti-Samaritan
prejudices, but He violated the customs that prohibited a man from speaking to a
woman that was not a relative. The Samaritan woman herself was shocked: “You
are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink? (for Jews
do not associate with Samaritans)” John 4:9.
The Rabbinic law of the time was quite explicit: “He who talks with a woman in
public brings evil upon himself” (Aboth 1.5). And “One is not so much as to greet a
woman” (Berakhoth 43b).
One can imagine then why the Lord’s “disciples were surprised to find Him talking
with a woman” John 4:27.
NEW RESPECT AND STATUS
By the Lord Jesus granting women a previously unknown respect and status He not
only broke with the anti-female culture of His era, but He set a high standard for
His followers to emulate.
The actions and teachings of Jesus raised the status of women to new heights, to
the consternation and dismay of both His friends and enemies. By word and deed
Christ went against the ancient accepted practices that stereotyped women as
socially, intellectually and spiritually inferior. Truly our Lord came “that you may
have life, and have it in abundance” John 10:10. And “indeed there are those who
are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” Luke 13:30
NEW TESTAMENT WOMEN
The Gospels record that many women followed Jesus (Mark 15:41; Luke 8:1-3).
And after His resurrection from the dead, our Lord first appeared to several women
(including Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary the mother of James Luke 24:10).
“Then Jesus said to them: ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers…” Matthew
28:10
It is noteworthy that women were the last at the cross (Mark 15:47); the first at
the tomb (John 20:1); the first to proclaim the Resurrection (Matthew 28:8), and
the first to witness to the Jews (Luke 2:37-38). Women attended the very first
prayer meeting (Acts 1:14); women were the first to welcome Christian
missionaries to Europe (Acts 16:13) and the first European convert was a woman
(Acts 16:14).
In the early Church women were not only very prominent, but were frequently
honoured: Elizabeth (Luke 1:43); Mary (Luke 1:30-38); Mary of Bethany (Matthew
26:13; Luke 10:42); the Samaritan evangelist (John 4:29); Dorcas (Acts 9:36);
Lydia, the business woman and the first European convert (Acts 16:14-15); “Apphia
our sister” (Philemon 2); “Nympha and the church in her house” (Colossians 4:15);
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Phoebe “a servant of the Church in Cenchrea…she has been a great help to many
people including me.” (Romans 16:1-2).
In His epistles, the apostle Paul mentions numerous female co-workers including
“Priscilla…and her fellow workers in Christ Jesus” Romans 16:3; “…Mary, who
worked very hard for you.” Romans 16:6; “Tryphema and Tryphosa, those women
who work hard in the Lord…Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in
the Lord.” Romans 16:12; “…Euodia and…Syntyche…the women who have
contended at my side in the cause of the Gospel along with Clement and the rest of
my fellow workers…” Philippians 4:2-3
FREEDOM AND DIGNITY
As Dr. Schmidt (Under the Influence) observes: “Jesus, Paul and the early Church
broke the ancient bonds that kept women secluded and silent (as in Athenian
society), subservient (as under the Roman law of Patria Potestasand Manus), and
silent and segregated in public worship (as in the Jewish culture). The freedom and
dignity that the early Christians gave to women is also evident by their having
access equal with men to baptism and the Lord’s Supper…Christ’s message of
repentance and salvation proclaimed by the Apostles had revolutionary effects on
the lives of women. The early Christians not only included women in the life of the
Church, but they also gave them a freedom and dignity unknown in the GrecoRoman and Judaic cultures.”
Far from Christianity being “anti-women” as many critics allege, women in the early
Church soon outnumbered men to such a degree that there were simply not enough
Christian men available for marriage. Celsus, a 2 nd Century critic of Christianity
ridiculed the believers by saying that Christianity was a religion that attracted
women. To him this was a sign of weakness. Numerous Roman authors saw
Christianity’s providing dignity and freedom to women as a threat to the entire
social order.
Christianity revolutionised marriage by seeing the wife as a partner, commanding
husbands to love their wife as Christ loved the Church (Ephesians 5:25), and
allowing Christian women the choice as to whom they married. Christianity also
granted women the right to divorce unfaithful or abusive husbands. Women also
received for the first time guardianship over their children who previously were the
sole possession of the man.
REMOVING THE VEIL
Christianity also pioneered other freedoms for women including the removal of the
veil. Women at the time of Christ were veiled by the Assyrians, Babylonians,
Chinese, Egyptians, Greeks, Hebrews, Romans and Samarians. There were cases of
Romans divorcing their wives for leaving the house unveiled. Greek women were
required to wear a veil after marriage. Even among the Hebrews, the rabbi’s taught
that it is a “godless man who sees his wife go out with her head uncovered. He is
duty bound to divorce her” (Kethuboth 2). However, the lack of any specific
reference in the Gospels, or anywhere in the New Testament, to women having to
veil their face, led the Church to increasingly discontinue the practice. While Paul in
1 Corinthians 11 urged the women in Corinth to cover their heads in church, he
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made no reference to veiling their faces. And in 1 Timothy 2:8-9 where Paul tells
the woman to dress modestly, and not to braid their hair, he makes no mention of
any veil. So worldwide Christianity has led the trend to disperse with the veil.
FREEDOM FROM FOOTBINDING
Similarly, the Chinese practice of foot binding, where girls from an early age had to
have their feet tightly bound forcing the four smaller toes of each foot up and under
against the fleshly part of the foot (frequently causing severe infection and even on
occasion gangrene) was only abolished under the influence of Christianity. This
cruel custom, which crippled many Chinese women, was only outlawed by the
Chinese government in 1912. It was Christian missionaries who led the crusade to
abolish foot binding in China.
BARBARIC RITUALS ABOLISHED
The widespread practice of clytoridectomy (often erroneously called female
circumcision) is another cruel age old cultural practice, which has been outlawed in
all countries where Christianity has become the majority religion. The only
countries in the world where this barbaric ritual is still practiced are countries where
Christianity has little or no influence.
SAVING WIDOWS FROM SUTTEE
Before the coming of Christ, widows were ostracised, despised and frequently
buried or burned alive at their husband’s death. For countless centuries India’s
cultural custom of suttee (or sati), the burning alive of widows, was an integral part
of Hindu culture. By God’s grace, as a result of the tireless efforts of Christian
missionary William Carey, the British authorities in 1829 outlawed the practice of
suttee. When this ban went into effect, many Indians “cried that the foundations of
Hindu society would be shaken if widows were not burned alive.” (India – A Short
Cultural History). Others argued that the British ban on suttee violated Article 25 of
India’s constitution that gave people freedom of religion (Sati, Widow Burning in
India).
This legal ban on suttee (known as Carey’s Edict) is still in effect today, although
since the 1990’s there have been numerous attempts to revive the custom with
open glorification of suttee widow burning and instances of teenage widows being
cremated on their husband’s funeral pyres. Dr. Schmidt notes: “In light of the
current, almost worldwide promotion of multi-culturalism, which argues that all
cultures and religious are essentially equal, the desire and efforts to bring back
India’s pagan custom of suttee may gain momentum in the future.” (Under the
Influence).
History records that, before the coming of Christianity, widows were burned by
American Indian tribes, by the Maori in New Zealand, by the Chinese, the Finns and
the Scandinavians.
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COMPASSION FOR WIDOWS
However, Jesus had particular compassion on the widows. Christ rebuked the
Pharisees for taking financial advantage of widows (Mark 12:40). Christ praised the
widow who, although poor, gave two coins in her offering: “I tell you the truth, He
said, this poor widow has put in more than all the others.” Luke 21:3. Christ had
compassion on the widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-15). In 1 Timothy 5:3-4, Paul urges
Christians to honour and care for the widows. In James 1:27 we are taught that
“religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after…widows in their distress.”
When one understands how atrociously women were once abused in pre-Christian
cultures, then one can understand why historians have declared that “the birth of
Jesus was the turning point in the history of women” and “the conversion of the
Roman world to Christianity brought a great change in women’s status.” (Under the
Influence).
“Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the
Lord is to be praised.” Proverbs 31:30
A LEGACY OF LIBERTY
Because of the teachings and actions of our Lord Jesus Christ over the centuries
Christianity has progressively achieved for women greater respect, dignity, honour
and protection. It is to Christianity that we owe marriage as a mutual partnership,
the rejection of polygamy, and the promotion of monogamy and marital faithfulness
as the cultural ideal. In granting women respect, dignity and protection, Christianity
broke with the prevalent anti-female prejudices of the Ancient world, of pagan
cultures and Eastern religions. All the freedoms and advantages which women
enjoy today are as a result of the teachings and example of Jesus Christ and the
progressive work through the centuries – of the Church. However, if present antiChristian trends continue one could see a return to the previous pagan abuses of
women. Those advocating pornography, sexual permissiveness, homosexual
“marriages”, legalised prostitution, lowered age of consent and the
decriminalisation of adultery are not offering us progress but only a return to preChristian paganisms.
“…remember the Lord Who is great and awesome and fight for…your
daughters, your wives and your homes…” Nehemiah 4:14
Sources:
Under the Influence - Dr. Alvin Schmidt
What if Jesus Had Never Been Born- Dr. James Kennedy
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Selected Stories on Jesus’ Legacy
"One Solitary Life"
"He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village,
where He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an
itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or
owned a home. He didn't go to college. He never visited a big city. He never traveled two
hundred miles from the place where he was born. He did none of the things that usually
accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself.
He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against Him. His friends ran
away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the
mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While He was dying, His
executioners gambled for His garments, the only property He had on earth. When He was dead,
He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Twenty centuries have come and
gone, and today He is the central figure of the human race.
All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that have
ever sat, all the kings that have ever reigned, put together, have not have not affected the life of
man on this earth as much as that one solitary life." [Attributed to James Allen Francis]
"But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, (5) to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
as sons." Galatians 4:4-5
(NKJV)
"In the eighteenth century, there was great attack on foreign missionaries in the London Times.
An experienced traveler wrote a letter to the editor in which he criticized this attitude. The
letter's writer said that such an attitude on the part of a voyager was particularly inexcusable for should he happen to be cast ashore on some uncharted island, he would devoutly pray that
the lesson of the missionary had preceded him! The writer of the letter was no less than Charles
Darwin, later an enemy of the Christian faith. Nonetheless he recognized the useful value of the
faith."
Because Christ Lived The World Has Changed The Way It Thinks About Education.
"And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by
the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up." (Deut 6:6-7) Virtually every school you see public or private, religious or not - is a visible reminder of the religion of Jesus Christ. The
phenomenon of education for everyone has its roots in Christianity. It is Christianity that has
give rise to the concept of education for everyone. The greatest universities worldwide were
started by Christians for Christian purposes. While many of them may today be quite hostile to
the Christian faith, the fact is that it was through the labor and sacrifices of Christians that
Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and others were created. Almost every one of the
first 123 colleges and universities in the United States has Christian origins.
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"In the nineteenth century, Charles Bradlaugh, a prominent atheist challenged a Christian, Hugh
Price Hughes to a debate. Hughes was an active soul winner working among the poor in the
slums of London, Hughes told Bradlaugh he would agree under on condition. Hughes said, 'I
propose to you that we each bring some concrete evidences of the validity of our beliefs in the
form of men and women who have been redeemed from lives of sin and shame by the
influences of our teaching. I will bring 100 such men and women and I challenge you to do the
same.' When it became apparent that Bradlaugh could not bring 100, Hughes lowered the
number to 50, then 20, then finally to one. All Bradlaugh had to do was find one man or woman
whose life had been improved by atheism and Hughes - would bring 100 people improved by
atheism and Hughes would debate him - Bradlaugh withdrew his offer of a debate!"
Of course time does not permit talking of all the examples of lives changed by Christ that could
be made so I will just use one example that comes out of the turbulence of World War II.
Sergeant Jacob De Shazer was a bombardier in General Doolittle squadron, while bombing Japan
his plane was shot down by anti-craft fire. He and his crew bailed out but were captured. They
were treated with great cruelty, so much so that De Shazer had but one desire, to great revenge
on his torturers. One day a Bible was brought into the prison, as he read it, it melted the hatred
he had in his heart. When the war was over De Shazer returned to Japan as a missionary to the
Japanese people.
The story of his life was printed as a tract. One day a disheartened, broken and hopeless man
received one of those tracts. He was touched by what he read and so he sought out the
American missionaries. He too was converted, this man's name was Captain Mitsuo Fuchida. He
was the Japanese officer who lead the attack Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941. It was he who
had spoken the words, "Tora, Tora, Tora," to begin the attack. He too became a preacher of the
gospel and on the 25th Anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor he went back to Pearl Harbor
with a gift for the survivors, a Bible which had been inscribed with Luke 23:43 which says
"Father forgive them for they know not what they do."

~
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Some Historical Assessments of Jesus’ Legacy
The Qur’an:
Jesus was sinless … without fault … and in Surah 5:45 (Al-Imran) Jesus is referred to as “the
greatest above all in this world and in the world to come.”
Napoleon:
“Christ alone has succeeded in so raising the mind of man towards the unseen that it becomes
insensible to the barriers of time and space. Across the chasm of eighteen hundred years Jesus
Christ makes a demand which is beyond all others difficult to satisfy. He asks for that which a
philosophy may often seek in vain at the hands of his friends, or a father of his children, or a
bride of her spouse, or a man of his brother. He asks for the human heart; He will have it
entirely to Himself; He demands it unconditionally, and forwith His demand is granted. Its
powers and faculties become an annexation to the empire of Christ. All who sincerely believe in
Him experience that supernatural love towards Him. This phenomenon is unaccountable, it is
altogether beyond the scope of man’s creative powers. Time, the great destroyer, can neither
exhaust its strength nor put a limit to its range.”
Elsewhere: “The nature of Christ’s existence is mysterious, I admit; but the mystery meets the
wants of man—reject it and the world is an inexplicable riddle; believe it, and the history of our
race is satisfactorily explained.”
French deist Jacque Rousseau:
“When Plato describes his imaginary righteous man, loaded with all the punishments of guilt,
yet meriting the highest rewards of virtue, he describes exactly the character of Jesus Christ.”
Elsewhere he asks, “Can the Person whose history the Gospels relate be Himself a man?
What sweetness, what purity in His manners! What affecting goodness in His instructions!
What sublimity in His maxims! What profound wisdom in His discourses! What presence of
mind, what ingenuity of justice in His replies! Yes, if the life and death of Socrates are those of a
philosopher, the life and death of Jesus Christ are those of a God.”
Jewish teacher/philosopher Sholem Ash:
“Jesus Christ is the outstanding personality of all time. . . . No other teacher—Jewish, Christian,
Buddhist, Mohammedan—is still a teacher whose teaching is such a guidepost for the world we
live in. Other teachers may have something basic for an Oriental, an Arab, or an Occidental; but
every act and word of Jesus has value for all of us. He became the Light of the World. Why
shouldn’t I, a Jew, be proud of that?”
Skeptic and Noted Historian, William Lecky states in his book History of European Morals from
Augustus to Charlemagne:
“It was reserved for Christianity to present to the world an ideal character, which through all the
changes of eighteen centuries has inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned love; has
shown itself capable of acting on all ages, nations, temperaments, and conditions; has been not
only the highest pattern of virtue, but the strongest incentive to its practice; and has exercised
so deep an influence that it may be truly said that the simple record of three short years of
active life has done more to regenerate and soften mankind than all the disquisitions of
philosophers and all the exhortations of moralists.”
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David Strauss—bitterest of all opponents of the supernatural elements of the Gospels,
working to destroy faith in Christ—confessed toward the end of his life that in Jesus there is
moral perfection:
“This Christ … is historical, not mythical; is an individual, no mere symbol. … He remains the
highest model of religion within the reach of our thought; and no perfect piety is possible
without His presence in the heart.”
Goethe, looking in the last years of his life over the vast field of history, confessed this:
“If ever the Divine appeared on earth, it was in the Person of Christ.” … “The human mind, no
matter how far it may advance in every other department, will never transcend the height and
moral culture of Christianity as it shines and glows in the Gospels.”
Historian H. G. Wells wrote this fascinating testimony to Jesus Christ:
“He was too great for his disciples. And in view of what he plainly said, is it any wonder that all
who were rich and prosperous felt a horror of strange things, a swimming of their world at his
teaching? Perhaps the priests and the rulers and the rich men understood him better than his
followers. He was dragging out all the little private reservations they had made from social
service into the light of a universal religious life. He was like some terrible moral huntsman
digging mankind out of the snug burrow in which they had lived hitherto. In the white blaze of
his kingdom of his there was to be no property, no privilege, no pride and precedence; no
motive indeed and no reward but love. Is it any wonder that men were dazzled and blinded and
cried out against him? Even his disciples cried out when he would not spare them the light. Is it
any wonder that the priests realized that between this man and themselves there was no choice
but that he or the priestcraft should perish? Is it any wonder that the Roman soldiers,
confronted and amazed by something soaring over their comprehension and threatening all
their disciplines, should take refuge in wild laughter, and crown him with thorns and robe him in
purple and make a mock Caesar of him? For to take him seriously was to enter upon a strange
and alarming life, to abandon habits, to control instincts and impulses, to essay an incredible
happiness. . . .
Is it any wonder that to this day this Galilean is too much for our small hearts?”
… then later, when asked which person has left the most permanent impression on history, he
replied that, judging a person’s greatness by historical standards, “By this test Jesus stands
first.”
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“The Incomparable Christ”
“More than nineteen hundred years ago there was a Man born contrary
to the laws of life. This Man lived in poverty and was reared in obscurity.
He did not travel extensively. Only once did He cross the boundary of the
country in which He lived; that was during His exile in childhood.
He possessed neither wealth nor influence. His relatives were
inconspicuous, and had neither training nor formal education. In infancy
he startled a king; in childhood He puzzled doctors; in manhood He ruled
the course of nature, walked upon the billows as if pavements, and
hushed the sea to sleep. He healed the multitudes without medicine and
made no charge for His service.
He never wrote a book, and yet all the libraries of the country could not
hold the books that have been written about Him. He never wrote a song,
and yet He has furnished the theme for more songs than all the songwriters combined.
He never founded a college, but all the schools put together cannot
boast of having as many students.
He never marshalled an army, nor drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun; and
yet no leader ever had more volunteers who have, under his orders, made
more rebels stack arms and surrender without a shot fired.
He never practiced psychiatry, and yet He has healed more broken
hearts than all the doctors far and near. Once each week the wheels of
commerce cease their turning and multitudes wend their way to
worshipping assemblies to pay homage and respect to Him.
The names of the past proud statesmen of Greece and Rome have come
and gone. The names of the past scientists, philosophers, and theologians
have come and gone; but the name of this Man abounds more and more.
Though time has spread nineteen hundred years between the people of
this generation and the scene of His crucifixion, yet He still lives. Herod
could not destroy Him, and the grace could not hold Him.
He stands forth upon the highest pinnacle of heavenly glory, proclaimed
of God, acknowledged by angels, adored by saints, and feared by devils,
as the living, personal Christ, our Lord and Saviour.”
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