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SENT: Is Christian Mission Good for the World?1

[OPENING DRAMA: “Mission Under the Microscope”
CD Voice-over … Pause where indicated [2sec break on CD b/n tracks] as Sue and Chris Speak

CD VOICE OVER TRACK 1:
Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Today we
continue our series of Mission Under the

Microscope as we seek to answer the question, “Is
Christian mission good for the world?” Today, we

have four fascinating specimens to examine.
Our first specimen is the Missionarium Imperial

Chauvanasticus. Appearance can be described as
severe. Tends to dress in styles and colours that

suggest a denial of the pleasures of life. May be
covered from head to toe or at least neck to
ground. Some types may dress in bland generic
styles suggesting suppression and lack of individuality.
How would you describe the idea of Christian mission in the world?
PAUSE CD
SPECIMEN 1:
“It is the white man’s burden of course to convert the savages and bring them out of their
benighted ignorance and into the light of living like we do in the advanced world where we
wear suits like Jesus did, and live clean decent lives without a trace of smut!”
CD VOICE OVER TRACK 2:
The second specimen is Missionarium Prosperitus. Easily recognisable with its array of
expensive designer clothing, heavy makeup in the female, blow dried hair do’s in both sexes,
and costly accessories to display the fact they have been richly blessed by the Lord who
wants to bless you too.
How would you describe the idea of Christian mission in the world?
PAUSE CD
SPECIMEN 2:
“I was created for blessing. You were created for blessing. The good Lord wants to richly
bless you, it’s as simple as this. Come to the Lord and you will live in abundance and drive a
great big four by four like I do. After all, what would Jesus drive?”
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For full notes and a group discussion guide, see http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/christian-mission/. This
includes Fact Sheets on the Crusades, Inquisitions, and Witch Hunts, plus much, much more.

2

CD VOICE OVER TRACK 3:
Our third specimen, Missionarium Authenticus, often tends to be clad in practical and simple
work clothing suitable for the type of labour in the community where they are stationed.
These may not be particularly attractive in colour or design and may even be chosen
specifically to blend in with the local community’s tastes rather than those of the individual
concerned, since the main aim is to spread the gospel in a sensitive but clear manner.
How would you describe the idea of Christian mission in the world?
PAUSE CD
SPECIMEN 3:
“Well, Christian mission is all about doing what Jesus did. You live with the locals, rely on
them, share their meals and enter into their world. It’s not about coming with a heap of power
and money. It’s walking their journey and meeting their needs. It’s no use beating hungry
people round the head with a Bible and not giving them food. What?! It’s about standing in
other people’s shoes [exiting] … unless of course they don’t have shoes in which case you
stand in their feet—no, not in their feet—you know what I mean. …”
CD VOICE OVER TRACK 4:

The fourth specimen is Missionarium Totalus Non-Missionarium, a species which is against all
forms of Christian missionary activity. This species wears whatever it wants to since it isn’t
ever going to be on a mission field anyway, as this would involve going out of its immediate
comfort zone.
How would you describe the idea of Christian mission in the world?
PAUSE CD
SPECIMEN 4:
“I just disagree with any type of Christian mission. Because all of it is really harmful and bad
for everyone; just look at history. And anyway, what right does anyone have to force ideas
on anyone else? I mean, it’s just Christians’ opinions anyway, and what I am saying here is not
opinion, it’s unbiased truth and actually right.”
CD VOICE OVER TRACK 5:
Thank you ladies and gentlemen. That’s all we have time for. Next week we shall continue and
move from examination of our species to dissection.
END = STOP CD
SPECIMEN 4 OBJECTIONS AS EXITING …
“I refuse! … That’s it, I’ve had enough” … etc.

+++
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Imperial Mission: Conquering for Christ (Brendan White)
Christianity at its heart is a missional religion. Jesus
called all his followers to carry the gospel to the
ends of the world. And for two millennia this is
precisely what Christians have done. Yet many
rightly wonder if Christian mission has been good
for the world.
Christianity’s fiercest critics charge that the
church has wiped out cultures as the faith was
spread over the world, and that the Christian
gospel rode on the coat tails of imperialism. This
world wide mission was really a divinely justified
land grab where the government or army conquers the native people, and the missionaries
arrive in their wake to forcibly convert the locals, thus growing the church. It’s said that Jesus’
followers—the crusaders, conquistadors and chaplains of the past—are guilty of unforgivable
intolerance and arrogance.
Last week I was in visiting the Queensland
museum in Southbank. (And I just want to remind
everyone at this point that nerd behaviour these
days is actually quite cool, for example their is
Peter Parker/Spiderman, Harry Potter, and Dr.
Sheldon Cooper from Big Bang Theory). Anyway I
was taken back by the display on the fourth
floor. In the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Culture Centre, there was a display focused on
Christian missions and their impact on Australian

Aborigines. The display depicted Aboriginal
children forcibly removed from their parents and
taken to various missions and settlements. It made for difficult reading, but as a Christian what
was particularly shocking was the spin. The display pegged the blame mostly on the church.
Quote: “Missions were established by religious organisations and individuals to ‘protect’,
‘civilise’ and Christianise Aboriginal people.” Now it would be naïve to think this retelling is the
whole story. I know in KBC of various people who have done or are now doing great work
with Aboriginal people. But the point still remains—whether it’s the crusades, the inquisitions,
witch hunts or the stolen generation—just because we follow Christ doesn’t mean all that we
do reflects God.



Today we will explore whether Christian mission
has truly been good for the world. Before I go
on it’s important to define what we mean by
‘mission’. The word comes from the Latin ‘missio’
which means to send; and that is what Jesus told
his 72 disciples in Luke 10 when he said “Go for I
am sending you out like lambs among wolves”.
Very encouraging. So in a sense all Christians are
on mission as we are all sent out.
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In today’s message, though, we want to focus on what probably comes to mind when you
hear the word missionary, which is someone sent out to take the gospel to another culture.

It’s also important to point out what we mean by ‘the gospel’. Again in simple terms, the
gospel is the good news that through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, we can be forgiven by
God for all the wrong we’ve done, and be restored to loving relationship with Him—this is
“eternal life”, which gives us hope beyond the grave. But the gospel isn’t limited to the good
news of heaven and life after death; it tells us there is life before death too! Jesus’ came to
redeem this world that God created, and He wants to transform this life so it’s a taste of the
good still to come in the next. It’s why we read in the New Testament that where Jesus went
he ‘preached the good news of God’s Kingdom and healed the sick’—when we align with God
as King of all, then bodies, souls, and whole societies will come alive.
This is important; it means missions to other cultures aren’t limited to translating the Bible into
local languages. Mission includes what you do as much as what you say. And this is why, the
world over, mission organisations and missionaries do things when the go on mission. They sit
with the dying, they nurse the sick, adopt unwanted orphans, start hospitals for abandoned
AIDS babies, build schools for the poor, dig wells to bring clean water or buy people from
slavery and prostitution.
Now back to the question of whether Christian
mission is good for the world. A lot of this boils
down to whether it is ever right to share the
gospel. In Australian, many people object to
Christian mission and evangelism, period. For
them mission is never OK because they say “it’s
alright that you believe in Jesus but you shouldn’t
try to convert people or say you must believe
this too.” But there is a problem, with that
problem. When the critic says “believe what you
want but don’t share it” they are in effect urging
you to believe in their view! Everyone argues for
their view of the universe. To say stop it, is to do it.
But the deepest issue is if it’s true that Jesus is the only way to be saved from the
punishment, separation and pain of hell, then that is something we are morally obliged to share.
Even an atheist comedian like Penn Jillette gets this: “How much do you have to hate
somebody to believe that everlasting life is possible, and not tell them that?”
If Christianity is true, then this message is crucial; it can bring great good by allowing people
to choose, if they want, eternal life. But over the course of history how has the church gone?
Have our methods of mission overshadowed this vital message of life? Has the church done
more harm than good in taking the gospel the world over?
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Jesus’ Model of Mission (Brendan cont.)
In answering that question I think it’s a fair point
that no religion should be judged by its heretics.
The starting point has to be the model set by
Jesus himself. How did he take the gospel to
people, and what did he ask his followers to do?
In John 1 we discover that God “took on flesh and
moved into the neighbourhood.” This is the
principle of incarnation—becoming like those we
reach, and offering salvation as a gift ‘from
within’ rather than imposed from above.
We see this same mode of mission in the first
Christian missionary enterprise in Luke 10. After a
trial run by the twelve disciples, Jesus sends the seventy-two to “announce the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God”, sent to heal the world without money or weapons.
[Sue Chapman to read this while sitting down, supported by powerpoint}
1

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or
bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.
5
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If the head of the house loves
peace, your peace will rest on that house; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and
drinking whatever they give you, for workers deserve their wages. Do not move around from
house to house.
8
“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick who
are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a
town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we
wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come
near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. … 16
“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects
me rejects him who sent me.”
17
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your
name.”
18
He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to
trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will
harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.”
21
At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.
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Can you see Jesus’ method of mission? Jesus
tells his followers that they must bring peace
through partnership, first blessing the people by
meeting physical needs, and then announcing
good words. And having laid this foundation, if
they are rejected, their greatest retaliation is to
shake the dust from their feet and announce that
God Himself will deal with their closed hearts. It’s
nothing personal, as they are really rejecting God,
not the messenger. The disciples party over
their new found power, but immediately Jesus
focuses their joy on their own salvation, not their
authority over any other spirit or person. Jesus then celebrates that God is pleased to work
through and reveal Himself to the simple and weak and childlike.
Christian mission has continued ever since, for the last two thousand years in hundreds of
countries, in thousands of cultures, involving millions of people. So today we’ll simply take a
snap shot of three regions of the world through the lens of Luke 10 to see what good the
gospel has brought, and confess where Christian mission hasn’t lived up to Jesus’ model to
see what lessons we can learn. I’ll explore South and Central America, Dietmar will cover China,
and Tammy will consider the African mission experience. Why these regions? Well, right now,
59% of Christians worldwide are located in Latin America, Asia and Africa. Christianity is not a
Western Religion.
7

LATIN AMERICA: Healing through Humble Suffering (Brendan cont.)
When I mention mission in South America,
perhaps you picture a Spanish or Portuguese
armada storming the beach, laden with guns, led
by brash fanatics serving God and seeking gold.
And you would be partly right. Over the history
of the Christian church sent to this region of the
world, many mistakes have been made. Often
Christians failed to reflect Jesus and his model of
mission. Especially in the early days, Latin
American Mission served the colonial desire for
‘Conquest’, where religion was forced on people
by threat of death.
But from Luke 10 we learn that Christian mission
should start with healing the sick, meeting
tangible needs, and then proceed not by strength
and numbers but by weakness and suffering.
Just like Jesus, life for all comes through loving
self-sacrifice. It’s something that is unique to
Christianity and has left an indelible print on the
history of Christian mission. Many religions may
find martyrs willing to die, but ours is faith where
we lay down our lives for love of God and our
neighbour. One of the early church fathers,
Tertullian, wrote that “the blood of the martyrs is
the seed of the church”. And this is also true in South America.
Take the true story of five American Christian
missionaries in the 1950’s trying to evangelize
the Waodani people in the jungles of Ecuador. In
hindsight, anthropologists consider this tribe the
most violent in the world: six out of every ten
deaths were from homicide. These missionaries
came in without weapons, and carefully built a
relationship of trust. But within a short time a
tribal conflict spilled over and the five men were
speared to death. The incident drew world wide
attention. Now today the final chapter of that
story is being told and it is the one of the most
powerful examples of reconciliation I have ever seen. This clip offers an amazing example of
how Christian mission can bring healing through suffering.
[VIDEO CLIP 1 (1 MIN 24 SEC) – WAODANI INDIANS AND WESTERN MISSIONARIES}
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What a contrast to the violence of some early
Christian mission in South America. Following the
so-called ‘discovery’ of the New World by
Christopher Columbus in 1492, conquistadors of
the 15th and 16th centuries brought much of the
Americans under the control of Spain and
Portugal. At times they gave the natives an
ultimatum to convert to Christianity or die. Some
even baptised babies before bashing their heads
against stones so they could go straight to
heaven and avoid the possibility of growing into
unsaved heathens.
Is this the model Jesus set? This totally contradicts true Christian mission. The beauty of
Christianity is that God wants love, not forced conversion; in a real sense, we can ‘choose’ our
eternal destiny. Jesus’ death is a gift for each person to accept or reject, and the Bible is clear
that you can’t force love.
Jesus’ model in Luke 10 was not to send the 72
disciples as an army. Instead they went 2 by 2 to
their villages, not with swords, but with a
message of practical love. They weren’t
conquistadors forcing faith and killing the
unconverted. They were to be the vulnerable
ones, lambs among wolves, bringing healing
through their scars. Jesus told them explicitly to
take peace where they went. That’s what we see
with the Waodani tribe. Before the missionaries
came, there were no grand fathers in the village;
no man lived that long; but when the violence
stopped, Christ’s peace has made family out of natural enemies; the missionary orphan has
been adopted by his grandfather’s murderer.2
Another story: take Brother Alex, traveling on a bus to his work at a banana plantation in
Columbia. The bus was stopped by fighters in the guerilla army, who lined up the passengers
on the side of the road and opened fire, killing 25 people. Brother Alex was blinded in the
attack but miraculously survived and eventually graduated from seminary. He then went back
and found the 60 guerillas involved in the attack, and has now led some to the Lord.
In Mexico it is estimated that 1,000 Catholic
priests face constant threats from drug gangs as
they confront drug trafficking and the violence
associated with it. Some are murdered for
attempting, as Jesus’ modeled, to bring peace.
This is all part of the amazing good Christian
mission does round the world, speaking out
against injustice to bring peace.

2

As Mincaye said, “We acted badly, badly, until they brought us God's carvings; now we walk His trail.”.
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Peace isn’t just about stopping fights. Peace is about all of life flourishing. And when
Christian mission follows Christ, instead of causing pain, we bring healing. This is seen in so
many ways in Christian mission, right now, in South and Central America.
To mention just one, consider Global Health
Ministries. It’s a Lutheran organization involved in
funding, assembling medical supplies, and
recruiting medical workers for overseas missions.
They do an incredible amount of work round the
world, and particularly in Central and South
America in El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua,
Bolivia, and Colombia. They share Jesus love
through health care projects such as
scholarships for health care training, building and
renovating health centres, pure water supplies,
HIV/AIDS testing, counselling and prevention, and
malaria bed nets. They get that the church is meant to be the miracle you want to see in the
world.
Jesus sends us to ‘heal the sick’—naturally,
supernaturally, loving with whatever we’ve got.
This is what validates the gospel message.
Behind me is a list of twenty-five organisations
on mission for Christ just in Latin America, all
making a massive difference in the world through
practical love.

1. American Leprosy Missions - Organization campaigning to cure Leprosy, view medical
case histories, service and career opportunities.
2. Cross Cultural Solutions - Offers volunteer opportunities working in the areas of
education, health care and community development in Asia, Africa, Latin America and
Eastern Europe.
3. Evangelism Task Force - A medical evangelism ministry doing short term projects to
third world nations, primarily in South and Central America.
4. Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism - Dedicated to bringing help and hope
to least reached people in undeveloped nations through medical evangelism.
5. Global Health Ministries - Lutheran organization involved in funding, assembling medical
supplies, and recruiting medical workers for overseas missions.
6. Global Health Outreach - Branch of Christian Medical and Dental Association offering
short-term missions trips plus opportunities for teaching and evangelism.
7. Heal the Nations - Christian Medical Missions - Our vision is to reach our world one
village at a time. We promote community health development for needy people in the
world's underserved areas. We are currently active in Uganda and India.
8. HealthCare Ministries - As the Assemblies of God Worldwide Medical Missions Outreach,
this ministry sends volunteer medical teams to extend Christ's touch of compassion to
the sick and needy all over the world.
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9. Humanitarian Medical Relief - Nonprofits organization donating medical equipment,
supplies, and volunteer services in order to provide free medical care to third world
countries.
10. In His Image Family Practice Residency - Program overview, curriculum & facilities,
frequently asked questions, must-read reviews, how to apply.
11. The Luke Society - An international ministry combining community health and medical
care with evangelism.
12. Medical Ambassadors International - Under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, Medical
Ambassadors International (MAI) recruits, trains, and supports national leaders among
developing peoples to take responsibility to reach their own people physically and
spiritually.
13. Medical and Dental Mission Opportunities - Comprehensive listing of Christian
organizations who invite health care professionals of almost any specialty to serve in
short term missions. Some long term opportunities as well.
14. Medical Missionary Association - Mobilizing Christian health professionals to serve Christ
and the Church in developing countries.
15. Mercy and Truth - Provides outreaches several times a year with the goal of offering
medical care while sharing Jesus Christ.
16. Mercy Ships - Nonprofit Christian humanitarian organization committed to a three-fold
purpose of mercy and relief, training and ministry.
17. Mercy Works - YWAM Tyler - Relief agency providing medical outreach assistance to
individuals in El Salvador and Sudan.
18. Mission Moving Mountains - A Minnesota-based international Christian mission
organization which matches unreached or difficult-to-reach people groups with wellselected and equipped teams of quality people.
19. Missionary Ventures - Our purpose is to encourage and support indigenous missions
through personal involvement, financial sponsorship and ministry development.
20. Open Directory Project Medical Missions Links - Provides information on Christian
organizations that are involved in medical missions, medical evangelism and humanitarian
medical relief.
21. Serving in Mission- Worldwide family of interdenominational believers dedicated to
reaching out with the good news of Jesus Christ. Offers long term and short term trips.
22. Volunteer Humanitarian Opportunities - A physician's guide to volunteer humanitarian
opportunities.
23. Volunteer Nursing Net Links - A list of volunteer health care organizations, both
Christian and secular.
24. Volunteer Nursing Opportunities in Developing Nations - Website designed for
Registered Nurses with an interest in volunteering in developing nations. Features stories
on volunteer Nurses and related links.
25. Yahoo/International Relief and Development Links - dedicated to bringing medical help
and hope to least reached people in underdeveloped nations.
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During January and February of last year Tammy and I got to do some travelling including a
mission trip supporting kids with disabilities. On the way we spent a month touring Central and
South America. During the tour our local guide was explaining how during the Colonial period
the Spanish had conquered much of their country.
They’d knock down or take over temples where
local gods once stood, and build churches in their
place. A British engineer travelling with us
remarked how wrong it was for the Christian
church to do that, wiping out these local pagan
religions. At that particular moment we were
visiting a temple that had been used for human
sacrifice for hundreds of years until the Church
arrived. I asked him “So you’re saying it’s wrong
that this temple with its practice of human
sacrifice was stopped?” He agreed it wasn’t. And
this highlights an important point: many cultural
practices can be preserved, but like the violent Waodani people, some cultural practices need
transformation.
Is Christian mission good for Latin America? When it proceeds through humble suffering, and
heals the hurting, following Jesus, it seems to me the answer must be ‘yes’. Thanks Dietmar.
+++

ASIA: Incarnation among the Chinese (Dietmar Hutmächer)
Good Morning Congregation,
As we prepared for this Logos talk, I was very
keen to share about mission in Singapore and
China, based on personal experience. As you
might recall from one of the previous services,
my family and I lived in Singapore for more then 8
years before moving to Brisbane in 2007. I
served on the mission committee at Fairfield
Methodist Church, which is located in the heart
of China town in Singapore. This church meets in
a former cinema and is literally surrounded by
more then 20 Buddhist and Hindu temples as well
as a mosque. As we arrived at Fairfield Methodist
church, we very warmly embraced by the congregation. You might think that this is normal,
however, we very literally the only Western members of the church.
So, why share about Fairfield? Simple: Fairfield Church’s primary mission was reaching out to
Chinatown.
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Singapore's Chinatown has an historically
concentrated ethnic Chinese population. What
most people do not know is that in Chinatown you
have a very large number of old people without
any family member alive who came from China 60
to 70 years ago. Often, these ‘orphaned’ people
live lonely and isolated lives in those high-rise
apartment buildings, which you see here on the
screen, so called “HDB’s”.
Fairfield Methodist was the first church in
Singapore that decided to reach out to this
somehow forgotten or even out-cast community. We did this by following the principles
Jesus taught us in Luke 10. We never set out purely to preach the gospel and evangelize the
residents. As you have heard from Brendan, “Mission has its origin in the heart of God. God is
our never stopping fountain of love.” Following Latin American models of Liberation Theology,
we wanted to speak with and for the poor and oppressed. Hence, more then 50 of the
church’s cell groups faithfully visited them every second week after the morning service in
their HDB flats – on their turf; we talked to them, asked for their medical needs, prepared
meals and ate with them; we even cleaned their apartments. We felt like Jesus’ disciples in
Luke 10. This is ‘incarnation’, entering in, love taking on flesh and working alongside people as
worthy of respect.
Soon enough we realized that the medical and
psychological needs were overwhelming; the
Singapore Government did not to attend to those
issues. Because of the lack of community
services, Fairfield church established the “Yong
Earn Care Centre”. Hundreds of church volunteers
served the poor and the homeless during daytime
and evenings. At the beginning, the people in
Chinatown were kind of hostile towards our
church activities. However, after receiving so
much practical love, Yong Earn Care Centre was
well accepted in a short time. As a church we
simply followed the model Jesus set: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no
other commandment greater than this" (Mark 12:28-31) … and over time we won their trust,
respect and friendship. This built bridges to share the gospel. And they wanted to know!
Many of those elderly folks came to Christ and are still part of Fairfield church today. The
Mandarin service, and Cantonese and Hokien Service have overtaken the English-speaking
congregation in numbers. This is an amazing story, and I happened to be part of it.
Well, that’s China abroad … most Singaporeans come from Chinese heritage. But what about
Christian mission in China itself?
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You may not know that Christian mission in China
is not a new thing. It traces back to St. Thomas
in the first century who died there, and advances
with the Italian missionary Matteo Ricci in the 16th
Century. The Jesuits served the Chinese
intellectuals and elites, bringing the fruit of
scientific discovery to their shores. But perhaps
most instructive is a case study of China’s most
famous missionary, Hudson Taylor.

In 1839 the Qing government, after a decade of
unsuccessful anti-opium campaigns, adopted
drastic laws against this drug trade—a trade
driven by British drug use. The emperor seized
illegal stocks of opium owned by Chinese dealers
and then detained the entire foreign community;
the Chinese government confiscated and
destroyed some 20,000 chests of illicit British
opium. The British retaliated, thus starting the
first Anglo-Chinese war, better known as the
Opium War (1839-42).
After 1839, a series of military defeats by Britain, France and other Western powers forced
China to pay heavy indemnities, opening the country to foreign merchants and missionaries.
Due to the military and economic domination and interests of the Western colonial powers,
many missions were tainted from the beginning. Far from Luke 10, Christian mission was
brought into disrepute. Only a few missionaries were courageous enough to separate their
work from empire building.
A great example is Hudson Taylor. He started
the Inland Mission in China without being
manipulated by the British Colonial Power
Breakers. In 1865 James Hudson Taylor caught
the vision of entering the inland provinces of
China, away from military protection, established
the China Inland Mission, now OMF International.
He learned the language, ate local cuisine, dressed
as they did, and lived among them in community.
As he demonstrated Christ’s love within Chinese
culture, people responded to the gospel and
became truly Chinese Christians. They were
constantly in danger—losing 58 missionaries and 21 children in the Boxer Rebellion. Yet these
missionaries moved into each province and city, spreading the good news as they went. CIM
became the largest mission in China at the time, making headway even as other colonial
mission movements were expelled. As Hudson Taylor said, “God’s work done in God’s way will
never lack God’s supply.”
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Based on Hudson Taylor’s missionary work, Christianity did stay alive over the next century. In
the 20th century patriotic and upright Christians aspired to separate China's Christianity from
the control of the Western Mission Board, launching the independent Christian movement and
advocating the establishment of a church by Chinese Christians.
When all missionaries were expelled from China
by the Communist Party in 1949, Western
Christians feared Christianity would die. Yet
Christianity was now Chinese, and indigenous
evangelists like John Sung saw more converts
than Hudson Taylor could have ever dreamed.
As a result since 1949, indigenous Chinese
Christianity has been growing at a rate
unparalleled in history. Nicholas D. Kristof, a
columnist of the New York Times wrote in 2007,
“Although China bans foreign missionaries and
sometimes harasses and imprisons Christians, especially in rural areas, Christianity is booming in
China." Most of the growth has taken place in the unofficial Chinese house church movement.
Today at least 10 percent of Chinese are Christian … and as Pastor Thong likes to highlight, it is
no longer “One more Christian, one less Chinese” … but now, even government officials say
“One more Christian, one better Chinese citizen.” Christian mission has truly blessed China,
confronting human rights issues, working toward freedom, and bringing change from within,
often from below. House church leaders under intense persecution have witnessed by their
sacrificial love to share this good news with anyone who will listen!
Church before I hand over to Tammy I like to cite
the greatest Chinese philosopher CONFUCIUS
I hear and forget
I see and I remember
I do and I understand
Christian mission is good for the world when it is
incarnational, not just speaking foreign words,
which people forget, but embodying Jesus’ love in
local forms, which people see and remember. We
must work alongside those we serve, as equals. Today the Chinese people do and understand
what Jesus teaches us in Luke 10 and in turn are blessing the western world.
+++
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AFRICA: Holistic Kingdom Marrying Good Deeds and Good Words (Tammy White)
Brendan and Di have shown us the positive
impact that missions have had in both South
America and China. But I want to take you to a
modern region of missions: Africa. With over 54
countries and 1 billion people, Africa is a big place
with huge needs. So let’s see how Christian
mission has served the people.
Now for some of you, when you think of mission
and Africa, images of forced slavery, civil wars,
and colonial plundering come to mind. Thinking
back to the first presence of missionaries from
the Dutch reformed church in the 1600’s, they
were overlooked by the Dutch East India Trading Company. In the 1700’s, over 100,000
slaves were ripped from Africa in one year alone. Fast forward to the, 1800’s, colonialists and
missionaries were intertwined, the kingdom of God came on the back of force used to expand
colonial control. What you may not know, is that for each story of oppression, there were
Christians fighting the injustice on the frontline. In modern times, though, Christians have used
their faith to promote gender segregation and racial hatred in Southern Africa, linked to the
apartheid movement. Today, Africa suffers greatly from ongoing war, poverty, illiteracy, and
exploitation. The prosperity Gospel is rife: promises of health and wealth to the poor are
empty words without action.
It is undoubtedly a region of the world that has suffered, and continues to suffer greatly under
Western imperialism. But looking back over the history of missions in Africa, have Christian
missionaries helped the people across this region?
In Luke 10, we find a framework to bring holistic
change: “Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’” Holistic
healing comes when people experience physical,
emotional and spiritual healing. Holistic healing
isn’t about words alone—promises of heaven
when you die. Rather it is about love in action.
Heal, then tell them about the kingdom.
Today, many Christians are committed to this
calling across Africa. Let’s look at just two.
First let’s drop in to Northern Uganda in a region
called Kitgum. Twenty years ago, a woman from
Sydney decided it was time for a change. In 1991,
Irene Gleeson sold everything, bought a caravan
and moved to Northern Uganda. She literally
drove her caravan across Uganda, parked one
day and started teaching 50 of local children
under a mango tree.
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Today, her mango-tree ministry is Childcare
Kitgum Servants who provide FREE primary
education to 8000 kids. If you missed that, let me
say that again. CKS provide FREE primary school
education to over 8000 children, and free
vocational training to 1500 students. They also run
a medical clinic for malnourished children, and
Gloryland Junction Hospice for AIDS victims and
infant orphans. Are they partnering to bring healing
and restoration to a nation? Absolutely. Do they
share their faith? Openly. Kitgum runs a Christian
radio station and share about Jesus in their
schools. This is anything but oppression, hatred, and control.
Now, let’s skip north-east to Ethiopia, and drop in
on a hospital by the river. Many of you may be
familiar with the life and work of Dr Catherine
Hamlin, but for those of you who are not, we’ll
wind back the clock. In 1959, Catherine moved to
Ethiopia with her late husband and they thought
that they would only stay a little while. But when
Catherine moved to Ethiopia forty years ago, she
had one simple mission: heal the sick. As a trained
obstetrician and gynaecologist, it didn’t take long
for her to realise that there was a nationwide need.
Outcast women suffered from a treatable, medical
condition, fistulas, needing physical, spiritual and emotional healing. Fistulas develop from
obstructed childbirth and have not been seen in the west since the 1920’s. Catherine is now
aged 84 and the hospital still serves to bring physical, emotional and spiritual restoration. The
kingdom of God is openly a part of this process.
[VIDEO CLIP 2 (1 MIN 45 SEC) – Catherine Hamlin}
In the small group discussion materials, you’ll find more stories, like the work of the Mercy
Ships, taking free health care to thousands who have no other options, all on a mobile hospital
that has docked at hundreds of ports since 1978.
+++
Mercy Ships was started by Don Stephens in 1978 after he and his wife Deyon had a son who
was born with disabilities. From the challenges they faced raising their son, they wanted to
find a way to provide health care for the most vulnerable. Fresh from their personal experience
and with a burning vision, Don and Deyon started Mercy Ships so that they could take free
health care to the vulnerable across all the nations. Since 1978, these ships have docked at
hundreds of ports around the world providing free medical health care to those who
otherwise would not receive it. In 2007, Africa Mercy was launched and it now provides free
health care services along the West African coast. Africa Mercy is state of the art, carrying a
crew of 450, running 7 operating theatres, an ICU, recovery room, and carries latest medical
equipment to perform life-saving and life changing operations.
+++
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But I’ll let an ardent atheist make the point for me.
Matthew Parris is an award winning journalist with
the Times Online. He grew up in Africa, seeing
the good and bad of missions. Yet from these
experiences, he wrote an editorial piece entitled
“As an atheist, I truly believe Africa needs God.”
He explains:

“Now a confirmed atheist, I've become convinced
of the enormous contribution that Christian
evangelism makes in Africa: sharply distinct from
the work of secular NGOs, government projects
and international aid efforts. These alone will not
do. Education and training alone will not do. In Africa Christianity changes people's hearts. It
brings a spiritual transformation. The rebirth is real. The change is good. … Removing Christian
evangelism from the African equation may leave the continent at the mercy of a malign fusion
of Nike, the witch doctor, the mobile phone and the machete.”
Parris gets it: deeds alone are not enough. Africa needs the two married together: holistic
healing and announcing God’s Kingdom. Christian mission is good for Africa, and good for the
world, when good deeds precede good words. When people experience freedom as the
Kingdom of God draws near, they want to hear the gospel so they too can connect with this
Jesus who brings life and life to the full.

SENT: Our Response to Christian Mission (Tammy cont.)
Today we have explored the question of
whether Christian mission has been good for the
world. We have gone back to the sending of the
72 to see how Jesus intended missions to be.
We’ve travelled across three regions of the
world to see what modern missions are doing.
Over history, have missionaries made mistakes?
Unquestionably. The church in spreading the
gospel has made many tragic and terrible errors.
For these mistakes, we are sorry.
But what we don’t want to do is to throw out the baby with the bath water; to condemn all
missions as bad simply because some have been. People make mistakes and do wrong. Let’s
look at families. Do they make mistakes? Yup. But would we get rid of them. Never. Similarly
the church has made mistakes and has done serious damage at times, but this doesn’t mean
the world would be better if the church ceased to exist. Rather Christians need to learn from
the past and again live out Christ’s model in Luke 10.
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That is, CHRISTIAN MISSION IS GOOD FOR THE
WORLD WHEN it advances with humility and
suffering to bring peace. It is when … it adopts
local forms, bringing out the best in any culture. It
is when it marries good deeds with good words.
Taken together, Christian mission is good for the
world when it looks like Jesus, and is a loving
witness to the Kingdom of God.
Imagine Latin America, Asia, and Africa WITHOUT
Christian Mission. That would mean no World
Vision; no Kitgum providing education to 10 000
people; no Catherine Hamlin treating women with
fistulas, no Fairfield Church in Singapore supporting the rejected, and no medical care to the
vulnerable in South America. All the health care, support of weak, advocacy, and workers for
justice—gone. Do you honestly believe that the world would be better without all this?



Sceptics of missions might say at this point,
“Okay, fair enough, Christian mission has done
some good for the world. But how about they
just keep doing the good work and serving the
people, but leave Jesus out of the equation. Just
love and serve, but don’t preach.”
Again, Matthew Parris responds:



“Education and training alone will not do. …
Christianity changes people's hearts. … The rebirth
is real. The change is good. ….Christianity… with its
teaching of a direct, personal, two-way link
between the individual and God, unmediated by the collective, and unsubordinate to any other
human being, smashes straight through. ... That is why and how it liberates.”
The true gospel Jesus was about—the Kingdom of God—has undoubtedly brought healing to
the world. We have made mistakes, but if asked whether Christian mission been good for the
world, I believe the answer is an emphatic “Yes!” Whether preserving indigenous language and
history in Australia, or serving in the jungles of South America, the HDB’s of Singapore or the
plains of Ethiopia, the legacy of Christian mission is positive and real. The tireless work of
Christians, serving and suffering for the people, has been a global force for good.
For some of you here tonight, you may have questions or objections to Christian mission and
feel that we haven’t even touched on those. If so, I would like to invite you along to a panel
discussion with the Logos team after the 5 pm service tonight—all questions and comments
are welcome.
We hope that from today, you will have seen the impact of Christians walking in the shoes of
Jesus, all around the world. Lives and nations are being transformed because of his love.
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Before we finish today, I want to bring back our
discussion on mission to the who of missions:
Jesus. Mission starts with a personal embrace of
the good news of the gospel: when have gotten
a hold of God’s heart and want others to get it
to. It all starts from our personal relationship with
Jesus.
I am conscious that we have two audiences here
today. As Christians, we are to seek God’s heart
and serve people in the mission field. We are a
missional Church. God sends us … maybe through
Directions performing musicals in Thailand’s
prisons, the Tour of Hope raising $70,000
through cycling for Africa, or Pastor Thong mentoring Pastors in Egypt, Turkey and Borneo.
The church is going; are you are going? If you are feeling called to go on mission, then pray
and seek God as to what this means for you.
But perhaps you are visiting or new to KBC
today and would like to know more about Jesus
who we serve. If so, please stay behind for the
panel discussion and continue that search. The
Good news is that Christ transforms the world,
but he does it one life at a time. I have personally
experienced the transformation of Christ and so I
would love to pray with you.
*Finish with a prayer*

+++

For Discussion
1. What impacted you most in this talk? And how would you respond if asked “Is Christian
mission good for the world?”
2. Is ‘evangelism’ for any belief valid? Why or why not?
3. As a growth group, watch the classic 1986 movie “The Mission” (still available from most DVD
stores). This true story unpacks the 1750s tensions between Jesuit missionaries working with
the people, and the colonial and Church powers fighting over land. Where does each group
succeed and fail in light of Luke 10?
4. Consider a ‘mission’ experience connected with KBC. What was most, and least, helpful for
those you served? What legitimate criticisms might people make of what this mission did?
And how could you modify this mission in light of Luke 10 to genuinely bless others?
5. Think on the three principles drawn from mission to Latin America, Asia, and Africa: Christian
mission is good for the world when … it advances with humility and suffering to bring peace; it
adopts local forms, bringing out the best in any culture; and it marries good deeds with good
words. What might this look like in contemporary mission to Australian Aborigines?
6. Seek God about how you might be more missions engaged, sent to help heal the world.
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