CHURCH IN THE WILD
| rethinking community & becoming a church for the world
How do we faithfully bridge the
divide between church and culture?

Describe what’s going on, at the nexus of church and culture.
Interpret why this is going on, drawing from Scriptural, social/scientific,
and experiential perspectives.

Seek from Scripture wisdom for what should be going on … what is the
church; what is culture; and what principles should direct how they relate?

Respond with an action plan in our local context for more faithful practice.

Post thoughts live to http://padlet.com/david_benson/bridge
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What’s Going On?
If you had to characterise the relationship between
church and culture in your experience, what
one word and one image comes to mind? ...
What story for you epitomises this
relationship at its best, and at its worst?
Post response to
http://padlet.com/david_benson/bridge.
How are church and culture related in Australia?
All key research at bit.ly/ReligionAustralia2017
1. 2017 data: faithandbelief.org.au
(cf. 2016ncls.org.au/2016-ACS & Census)
2. www.mccrindle.com.au/resources/World
-Vision-Church-and-Community
-Infographic_Digital.pdf
3. blog.mccrindle.com.au/the-mccrindle-blog
/church_attendance_in_australia_infographic
4. mccrindle.com.au/resources/Australian
-Communities-Report_McCrindle-Research.pdf
5. http://www.christianvenues.org.au/impact/images
/Social-Change-Spiritual-Trends_CVA-McCrindle-Report-2014.pdf
Post the widest divide and closest contact between church & culture in your context.

Why Is This Going On?
Take 5 post-it notes each, and write your leading causes for this divide.
Choose one of four posters to stick each note onto:
(1) CULTURE | Cultural changes, both in ideas and practice, that have grown the
divide and fractured the relationship between church and culture
(2) CHURCH | Church changes, both in ideas and practice, that have grown the
divide and fractured the relationship between church and culture
(3) THEOLOGICAL | Theological and Scriptural insights into why this divide exists
at this particular time in history
(4) SECULAR | Secular/Scholarly insights—whether from sociology, psychology,
anthropology, philosophy, history or another discipline—that sheds light on
this divide
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What Should Be Going On?
A beatitude community.
“The deeper the consciousness of the tension and the urge
to take this yoke upon itself are felt, the healthier the Church is. The more oblivious of this tension the
Church is, the more well established and at home in this world it feels, the more it is in deadly danger
of being the salt that has lost its savour.”—Hendrik Kraemer.
“Until the future of the world matters more to the church than the future of the church,
the church has no future”—Ralph Winter

What is church for? What form suits its function, toward its God-given end/telos?
• The material cause: “that out of which”, e.g., the bronze of a statue.
• The formal cause: “the form”, “the account of what-it-is-to-be”,
e.g., the shape of a statue (ties closely with function and serves final cause)
• The efficient cause: “the primary source of the change or rest”, e.g., the
artisan, the art of bronze-casting the statue, the man who gives
advice, the father of the child.
• The final cause: “the end, that for the sake of which a tiling is done”, e.g.,
health is the end of walking, losing weight, purging, drugs, and surgical tools.

Practice the four causes with a computer. …
Now, what four causes constitute Church?
MATERIAL CAUSE: Who/what is ‘church’ made up of? Is there unity, diversity, both?

EFFICIENT CAUSE: Who brings the ‘church’ into being, and directs its movement?
What is the mechanism/means?

FINAL CAUSE: What is the purpose of the ‘church’, and for whom/what does it exist?

FORMAL CAUSE: What shape/structure and practices are core to the identity of the
‘church’, so it can serve its God-given function towards its telos/goal/end?
What can you remove before it ceases to be ‘church’ (identity)? What core is left?
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Where’s the Common Ground?
Thinking back on the divide between
church & culture, and
why this gap exists …
How does your particular
form of church bridge this divide?
Where does it fall short?

From the perspective of the church embodying Christ’s
offices (prophet, priest, king, healer & liberator—cf.
Charles van Engen’s God’s Missionary People), what in
the culture and the church would God have you:
Challenge/Expose/Flee (Prophet):

Reconcile/Reconnect/Redeem (Priest):

Direct/Lead/Transform (King):

Bind/Affirm/Treat (Healer):

Free/Inspire/Fulfil (Liberator):

How Will I Respond?
Then, take a few minutes to pray and form a SMART goal (specific,
measurable, attainable, relevant, time-based) for your next steps
as an agent of reconciliation:
NEXT STEPS:
(1) ________________________________________________________________
(2) ________________________________________________________________
(3) ________________________________________________________________
Pray for a picture/story of this hope realised. Share together
as a group, and commission each other for the task.
4|Page

CHURCH IN THE WILD |

r e t h i n k i n g

c o m m u n i t y

a s

c h u r c h

f o r

w o r l d

What is the church for? As with most theological questions, the automatic answer is “the glory of
God”. This is true. How, then, does the church give God glory?
Space doesn’t permit me to even trace the contours in sketching an answer. It would require me to
engage with the numerous metaphors surrounding the community of God—body, family, building,
bride, to name but four—and relate this to the offices of Christ as prophet, priest, king, healer and
liberator. Returning to key passages in Acts 1 and 2, at the birth of the church, I would highlight at
least four functions, each of which is essentially communal. We exist to:
Celebrate our triune God, worshipping through all we are and do, both on Sunday
and across the week.
Cultivate the life of Christ in his members, reflecting his righteousness-justice in our everyday lives.
Care for one another, showing compassion to fellow believers and diverse neighbours
toward holistic flourishing.
Communicate the gospel of the kingdom, through our words and deeds, calling all to
align with God’s reign.
In our priestly role, we are to represent God to humanity, and humanity to God, as agents of
reconciliation. Putting this together, we return to the big picture above. The missio Dei is as broad as
working for shalom and salvation, flourishing and redemption.
Avodah. If work and worship should be one, there are massive implications for how we imagine the
purpose of our life when gathered together on Sunday, and our relationship to individuals and
institutions beyond our community when scattered throughout the week.
The high point of the church’s work in the world is a people empowered by God’s Spirit taking
responsibility and caring for the surrounding citizens, by going to them where they already are, and
alerting them to the reign of Jesus. We do this through demonstrating and announcing the Kingdom
of God. This is our mission. The church exists for the world, not the other way around.
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