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Abstract: We live in an increasingly multi-cultural society, and yet many Churches are still strongly
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cultural environment and thus contextualize the gospel and its outworking? We want to explore what we
can do to ensure we take the whole gospel to the whole world.
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Every day, we create 2.5 quintillion bytes of data
worldwide. 90% of our current information was
created in the last two years. We have access to more
knowledge and information than ever before. And
yet, we are still incredibly ignorant of anything
outside our own social circle or community.

At the Lausanne Younger Leaders Gathering in
August last year, I was talking to a brother from
Harare, the capital city of Zimbabwe. He told how
he had spoken to a westerner at the conference who
had asked him whether they had roads in his city – a
city of 1.5 million people. It seems absurd to us that
someone might ask this kind of question in this day
and age, but there are still so many areas where we
are uninformed about how those different to us live,
think, feel and act.
And this has incredible gospel implications. If we are
to truly see disciples made of all nations, then we
need to understand how the Gospel is good news to
them, in their cultural context. The Gospel is
unchanging – it is news about Jesus, not about us. It
is news about how Jesus is Lord, because of his
death and resurrection, and we are called to respond
to that news. All people in all times are called to
respond to that news by submitting to Jesus as Lord.
But the question of why that is good news is different for each person. The mode in which it is
communicated will look different in each context. And the way that then manifests itself in response
will look different as well.
Paul understood this when he said “To the Jews, I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. I have become
all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some.” But becoming like a Jew, or a
Gentile, or an African immigrant or Chinese international student or Italian-born Australian is all the
more difficult if we don’t know what being like them means.
In years gone by, this wasn’t a huge problem. It was only those who moved overseas for mission that
needed to learn how to understand and relate to other cultures. They went through cross-cultural
training, spent time learning the language and customs of their new mission field. But that time has now
passed. In today’s day and age, the world is so much more connected and accessible than ever before.
Just this week I was in Singapore for a few days – something that would have been a completely foreign
concept just a hundred years ago.
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And not only can we more easily go to the world,
but the world is coming to us! One in four
Australian residents are born overseas. Over 300000
international students come to our Universities every
year. We are now, in suburban Australia, on the
frontlines of cross-cultural mission – whether we
realize it or not.
So how can we prepare for it? How do we ensure we
are able and equipped to communicate the Gospel in
a way that connects with those of different cultural backgrounds around us? How do we become all
things to all people?
Do we adopt the posture of a learner? Or do we go
in to spiritual conversations making a number of
assumptions, thinking that we are the one with all
the answers, and we’re just waiting for the
opportunity to share them? The skill of asking
questions is a lost art in our current day of short,
quick information bytes. We are becoming less and
less able to engage in meaningful discussion and
dialogue, and yet this is a crucial skill in helping the
Gospel to break through linguistic and cultural
barriers. If we don’t understand the person we are speaking to, we will be less able to discern how the
Gospel is indeed GOOD news to them.
What are some helpful questions you could ask next time you meet someone from a different cultural
background? Are there any cultural traditions or behaviours of people of other nationalities that you’ve
never understood – how could you go about understanding them? These are good starting places for us
in adopting the posture of a learner and asking good questions to further our understanding. Some
great questions to ask might be “What is the prominent religion in your culture? Is it adhered to
consistently?” or “What are some of the most important religious observances and ceremonies?” You
could also find out a bit about their culture by asking “Who are your culture’s heroes and heroines?” or
“What are some of the strongest values and priorities in your culture?”. If you can get in to the habit of
asking questions like this, you’ll slowly form more of
an understanding of different cultures and how the
people you’re interacting with fit in to that culture.
A quick resource that could be very helpful in this is
the book God Space by Doug Pollock, it contains a
couple of chapters on the art of question asking and
provides a great list of possible questions, some
specific to a cross-cultural setting.

3

As you continue to discover more about the cultures and values of the people around you, the more
you will be able to see how the Gospel can be good news to them. Jackson Wu, a missiologist – one
who studies the methods and means by which the Great Commission can be accomplished – perfectly
illustrated how failing to understand the culture and values of someone leads to the Gospel not bearing
fruit. Jackson was traveling in China, and the taxi driver he was being driven by shared one of the best
Gospel presentations he’d ever heard. The only problem was that this taxi driver was an atheist and
didn’t believe it. He had just heard it so many times he could rattle it off with greater fluency and clarity
than probably most of us: “People had broken God’s law and deserved death. However, Jesus died to
take away our penalty. So whoever believes in him can have peace and eternal life.”
Jackson, having asked questions and learned over many years of what made people of Asian
background tick, was then able to share the Gospel in a way that was relevant and meaningful to this
Chinese taxi driver, tapping in to his sense of honour and shame – key aspects of Asian culture. The
taxi driver said he’d never heard anyone share anything like it before.
My heart is to never have the Gospel fall on deaf ears simply because of my inability to show how the
Gospel is relevant. That taxi driver, and many others in our world, are more open to the Gospel than
we may realize, but have been exposed to only a partial, or incomplete Gospel.
We, as the Australian church, are entering a time when we can play a huge role seeing the Great
Commission come to fulfillment. Would you take up this challenge with me of doing our part to see the
Gospel go to all people groups? Would you take up the challenge to be a learner of other people, and of
their cultures?
We’ve been seeing God work in amazing ways through the international student ministry of Power to
Change right here in Brisbane. Tens of thousands of international students are studying in our
universities, some from incredibly unreached people groups, and we’ve got a team that are working at
seeing the Gospel break through in those student’s lives now, so that they can be sent back to their own
countries as missionaries to their own people. Just last year they saw 90 students put their trust in Jesus,
and I think in part some of that has to do with what they recognized as a helpful model of ministry that
works with Asian-background students. They have focused their energies on small groups of people,
gathering to read the Bible together and discover what it means – they’re called Discovery Groups –
and a lot of the new Christians came through these groups, rather than with a more traditional one-onone sharing of the Gospel. Students were lead to Christ, and then encouraged to invite their friends to
join their group and together discover what Jesus did and said. It tapped in to the group culture that is
predominant in those of Asian backgrounds, and God used it to bring many in to the Kingdom!
Imagine with me for a moment what it could look like if we, and our churches, and our ministries, saw
things like this happen in our own neighbourhoods. What if we were actually reaching all the different
people groups that continue to grow in our own backyards? Imagine a day when Australia becomes a
major mission sending base, sending people of all different cultural backgrounds, to the countries of
their origin, or other nations with similar cultural backgrounds. We have the potential to be one of the
most multicultural mission movements in history! What a difference we could make in seeing the Great
Commission fulfilled! And it starts with us. It starts here. With us adopting the posture of a learner, so
that the Gospel might be presented as truly Good News to all the cultures around us.
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