EM324/524-D
Modules 11-13
Learning Guide
SIGN: Pointing People to Jesus (I, II, III)
Before you start...
 Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide + uploads on Moodle) … this means
working through the SIGN course materials and devotions (traverse.org.au/sign-course/)
 From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
 Come ready to share how your evangelism challenge went from the previous module
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your testimony and/or share about evangelism
with your chosen social group

1. INTRODUCTION
Well, this course is almost finished! Across this subject we’ve explored the nature of evangelism. We’ve laid
a theological foundation, considered our culture and how to translate the gospel into this context, and have
progressively considered and experimented with a range of approaches to Christian witness.
Across Modules 11-13 I want to consolidate what we’ve learned. Even more so, I want to equip you each
with *one* approach for training believers to point people to Jesus. That is, after all, the work of an
evangelist. For this, we’ll draw on the SIGN course, which I put together for Kenmore Baptist (now Riverlife)
Church while appointed as Pastor of Evangelism and Community Outreach. The manual and videos are
uploaded to http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/ so distance and class-students will work
through identical material.
In Module 11 (week 1 of 3 online) you’ll discover how to Sign Post the way to Jesus. In Module 12 (week 2
of 3 online) you’ll discover how to fine-tune your Sign Language for clear communication. Finally, in
Module 13 (week 3 of 3 online) you’ll discover how to be an intentional Sign Writer, filling out your own
Impact Plan (pp. 70-71 manual). We’ll also review the whole course, reflecting on what we’ve learned so
that beyond the classroom, this course may be much fruit as you set yourself for a life-long witness.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of these modules are to:
1. Consolidate the whole course thus far in training as an evangelist who points people to Jesus
2. Learn how to be a Sign Post, practice clear Sign Language, and strategically be a Sign Writer
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, the students shall be expected to have a clear IMPACT PLAN for reaching out
to those God has laid on his or her heart. In turn, they should be equipped to train others as an evangelist.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm)
6:15 Work through SIGN materials for sessions 1 & 2
8:05 Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge | Debrief Readings (45 minutes) + Student Sharing
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2. SIGN: POINTING PEOPLE TO JESUS

Resource for Modules 11-13
The SIGN course manual is available on Moodle and also online for free via the Traverse site here.
Week 1 (Mod11): Sign Post | Week 2 (Mod12): Sign Language | Week 3 (Mod13): Sign Writer

(Note that each week can be divided in 2, where you see the  symbol.)
When this course was first run, the three mid-week sessions were couched within a four week
preaching series of new SIGNS to replace outdated and unhelpful images of evangelism. Two of these
sessions we’ve already covered in this course. In all, here are the four Sunday talks, and web-links to
the videos. These are also on the Traverse site, here.
#1: Sign of the Beggar here
#2: Sign of the Storyteller here
#3: Sign of the Lifeguard here (Ric Benson preaching)
#4: Sign of the Cook here (from the “Church in the Park” outreach, including a drama)
Further, we revisited church-wide evangelism the following year with Connect One—a challenge to
each ‘connect one’ person who God lays on your heart, regularly praying for, caring for, and sharing
with them across that year. We formed a ply-wood prayer wall at the back of the church sanctuary
that was riddled with holes filled with ribbon. Each person wrote the name of their ‘connect one’ on a
piece of paper, rolled it up and placed it one of the holes. Then, they took the ribbon and tied it to
somewhere memorable, to bring to mind their connect one (e.g. on your key ring, as a reminder to
pray, care, share). At the end of the year we had a celebration service with sharing, in which people
placed different coloured markers into the holes representing any change for their connect one—
to have heard the gospel, moved closer to God, or made a commitment.
The Connect One launch message (The Gift of God to Free the World (Matthew 9:9-13)) can be viewed
here. The two Connect One small group discussion handouts can be found under Moodle, Module 6,
Extra Resources, and via the Traverse site here.
Lausanne has some helpful Occasional Papers on Evangelism Training and Missional Partnerships:
LOP 24: Cooperating in World Evangelization: A Handbook on Church/Para-Church
Relationships
LOP 38: Partnership and Collaboration
LOP 39: The Local Church in Mission: Becoming a Missional Congregation in the Twenty-First
Century Global Context and the Opportunities Offered Through Tentmaking Ministry
“A Fresh Approach To Witness—Evangelism - Becky Pippert” here with panel discussion here
after Video part 1 and part 2. (Her paper was compulsory reading, pdf on Moodle Module 1.)
Finally, for some helpful books and courses in popular level evangelistic training, see:
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association here with Youth Training D2BD “Dare 2 Be a Daniel” here.
Bright, Bill. Witnessing Without Fear. Nashville: T. Nelson, 1993.
For Power to Change (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ), see here.
Cameron, Kirk, and Ray Comfort. Conquer Your Fear, Share Your Faith. Ventura, Calif: Regal Books, 2009.
(Ray Comfort’s Way of the Master training materials and website are here.)
Chan, Sam. Evangelism in a Skeptical World: How to Make the Unbelievable News About Jesus More Believable.
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018. (His DVD study guide is also excellent [trailer here], with a sample 25
minute session on Ch. 7 “Storytelling the Gospel” here.)
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Chan, Francis, and Mark Beuving. Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples.
Colorado Springs, CO: David C Cook, 2012. (Cf. Verge missional materials here.)
Choung, James. True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In. Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Books, 2008.
John, J. Breaking News: A Practical Course Designed to Help You Share God's Good News Today.
Bletchley, England: Authentic, 2006.
Hybels, Bill, and Mark Mittelberg. Becoming a Contagious Christian. Bletchley: Authentic Media, 2006.
Hybels, Bill. Just Walk Across the Room: Simple Steps Pointing People to Faith.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2006. (DVD series here.)
Little, Paul E. How to Give Away Your Faith. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2008.
Little, Paul E., Dale Larsen, and Sandy Larsen. Witnessing: How to Give Away Your Faith.
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1996.
Mittelberg, Mark. Becoming a Contagious Church: Increasing Your Church's Evangelistic Temperature.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2007.
Pippert, Rebecca Manley. Out of the Salkshaker & into the World, rev. ed. Inter-Varsity Press, 1999.
(Becky Pippert’s Saltshakers training organisation is online here.)
Richardson, Rick. Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the Good News.
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2000.
Searcy, Nelson, and Jennifer Dykes Henson. Ignite: How to Spark Immediate Growth in Your Church.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2009.
Strobel, Lee, and Mark Mittelberg. The Unexpected Adventure: Taking Everyday Risks to Talk with People About
Jesus. Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2009.
Two Ways to Live: Know the Gospel, Share the Gospel. Kingsford, NSW: Mattias Media, 1998.
See Two Ways To Live website here, and training material here.

2.1

SIGN: An Overview

SIGN is a three week interactive course that equips you to share The Big Story of Christianity, and
develop an intentional plan for pointing people to Jesus.
What does it take to be a Sign of God’s Kingdom, a poignant parable, and a powerful aroma that points
people to Jesus?
In the four Sunday talks, you’ll encounter new SIGNS which embody our mission as disciples of Jesus sent
to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom: a beggar, a story-teller, a lifeguard, and a cook.
In these three group sessions, you’ll discover how to Sign Post the way to Jesus, to fine-tune your Sign
Language for clear communication, and how to be an intentional Sign Writer.
SIGN POST: What kind of Sign am I? And where should I point?
By the end of this session … I’ll know how to share the Big Story as a way of framing the gospel.
(N.b. As continually referenced, a lot of this approach traces back to James Choung—see pdf here.)
SIGN LANGUAGE: Does my sign make sense?
By the end of this session … I’ll know how to share My Story, and will have practiced drawing and explaining
The Big Story.
SIGN WRITER: How do I get the message out? What’s my personal plan?
By the end of this session … I’ll have shared my testimony. But most of all, I’ll have prayerfully filled out my
SIGN STRATEGY (manual pp. 70-71), which is my plan for pointing people to Jesus.

Personal Evangelism I, II, III

Modules 11, 12, 13 | Page 3

EM324/524-D

Lastly, intermingled with the three sessions are 15 devotions—five per week, over the three studies—to
engage the Bible and catch God’s heart for calling the lost to come back home.

2.2

Sunday Talks

#1. The BEGGAR (Luke 7:36-50; Mark 14:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6-7) here
Remember the story of the Prostitute with her alabaster jar of
perfume? She cried tears of joy on Jesus’ feet and fragranced the room
for she was set free—an aromatic witness. She knew how much her
life stunk; she was truly poor in spirit. If you’re forgiven much, then
you love much. How much have you been forgiven? And why is Jesus
good news to you? All evangelism is the overflow of worship, a loving
response to God’s grace that you can’t help but tell others about. So if
you want to point people to Jesus, then be a BEGGAR … Smell your
own cess pit to share from the heart.
The STORY TELLER (Luke 4:14-21; 8:1-15; 13:18-21) here
Remember the story of the sower who cast gospel seeds on every soil
looking for a fruitful response? What’s our seed? What’s my message?
Evangelism isn’t about offering our world the church now and Heaven
later. Instead, we must be storytellers who open ears, offering the gospel of the Kingdom which sprouts
now and is full grown later when Jesus returns and sets everything right. But Kingdom stories follow
Kingdom deeds. A radical Christian life provokes questions to which the answer is the gospel—we must tell
our story walking, living and sharing God’s reign. So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a STORY
TELLER … Forget about Heaven to tell good news now.
The LIFEGUARD (Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 15:1-10; John 3:16-18) here
Remember the shepherd leaving the secure 99 to save one lost sheep? He totally left his comfort zone to
track it down, and threw a huge party when all was well. There are no two ways about it: Jesus came to
seek and save those who are lost—and He sends us to do the same. Do I care about those away from Jesus?
Does my diary reflect this? How am I throwing a life-line to those sinking all around me? Salt’s for meat
going off, not for heaping in a pile; light’s for dark places, not for one more bulb in an already bright room.
True Christians aren’t stuck in a “church” building; the true church is a people who, like Jesus, are willing to
cross the universe out of love to save a wayward planet. So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a
LIFEGUARD … Leave the “church” to embrace the world.
The COOK (Luke 14:12-24; 15:11-31; Revelation 22:1-5, 17) here
Remember the Master who prepared a great banquet and sent his messengers to deliver the invitations?
Many were asked, but most were preoccupied; so the summons extended to
take in anyone who had grumbling stomachs and wanted a feed. Who are you
inviting to God’s feast? And what are you offering as an entrée? Our Kingdom
cooking offers a taste of the great banquet where Jesus Himself waits the table;
all are invited, but only the hungry come home. Elder brothers resist as they’re
full on self-righteousness. Younger brothers resist as they’re full on sin’s
pleasures for a season. But when our best efforts look like pig-slop, it’s time to
taste God’s grace. So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a COOK…
Call the hungry to get the party started.

CONNECT ONE: The Gift of God to Free the World (Matthew 9:9-13) here
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Freed people free others. It’s not an obligation. It’s an invitation. So, who is your Connect One? Who has
God put on your heart, to regularly Pray for, Care for, and Share with … pointing them to Jesus?
“God brought us back to Himself through Christ. And God has given us this task
of reconciling people to Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)
After committing this strategy to God, for His direction and power, here’s my plan for pointing people to Jesus.
God prepares and convicts their heart. They have the freedom to accept or reject the message. But my role is
to pray daily, and walk the talk as a clear Sign that directs everyone to Christ and His Kingdom. I will love
unconditionally and sacrificially, regardless of their response. Following the Spirit’s leading, every day I’ll look
for ways to share The Big Story, and something of why Jesus has been good news to me.
__________________________
(Name)

________________
(Signature)

____/____/______
(Date)

The five key people God has put on my heart:
(1) ____________________ (2) ___________________ (3) ____________________
(4) ____________________ (5) ___________________

Step

Action

Learn

(How can I become a more effective Sign? … Do, Listen, Study, Read, Practice?)

Pray

(When each day will I regularly pray for the five people, and for what will I pray?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Serve

(What is a practical way I can serve each person, giving them a taste of God’s love?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
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Extend

(What changes will I make to evacuate the Christian Bubble and make new networks with

Bridge

(What are the most natural bridges to intentionally point them to Jesus?

those outside the church? … Join a Club, Try a Hobby, Serve the Needy, Street Witness?)

… Question, Gift, Ticket, Invitation, Other?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Share

(What angle on my story best fits each person’s life? What analogy addresses their key
confusion about the gospel? How will I facilitate opportunities to tell The Big Story?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Connect

(Most people belong before they believe … what program or community is the next step?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Challenge

(God willing, when did I share the gospel with each person, offering a chance to respond?)

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Personal Evangelism I, II, III

Modules 11, 12, 13 | Page 6

EM324/524-D

Class Activity - *Distance Students*
Using the online resources above, work through the relevant week of the Sign Course (Module 11 = SIGN
POST; Module 12 = SIGN LANGUAGE; Module 13 = SIGN WRITER), and the related devotions across the
week. The videos for each segment are separated out, so it’s a matter of downloading the manual, and
following through the activities in order.
Granted, you won’t have others to discuss with, like for in-class students. SO, consider getting someone
else from your family or church involved. Perhaps this can be the start of your role as an evangelist who
trains and equips others to point people to Jesus?

Reflection Activities Modules 11-13
*No* reflection activities are required for these last three modules – if you’re working through the SIGN
Manual, there’s plenty of reflection involved!
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3. TESTIMONY/TIPS/PRAYER/CHALLENGE | DEBRIEF READINGS

Class Activity … “The Staples”—stuff we do each week
Testimony: _______________ is sharing their story this session …
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. A testimony is simply sharing
What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life
+ How life has changed
Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question:
“What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?”
Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …1
“I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”
“I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.”
“Guilty . . . but now liberated.”
“Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.”
“Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”
… See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126
Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY: Designed for good  Damaged by evil
 Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right

Tips: ______________ is sharing this session about evangelism with _______________
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.).
❖ Describe the Group and your involvement with them
❖ Tell one story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer:
o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel?
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group?
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them?
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group?
o Any other thoughts or illustrations?
❖ At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness

Prayer:
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led.

Challenge: Share how you went on last module’s challenge (e.g. “Power Evangelism”)
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief.

1

Here’s my attempt: “Jesus is good news to me because I’m an annoying “why” kinda’ guy. Ever since I was a kid, I
loved to ask why, and wanted to make sense of why the world is the way it is. My dad came to faith through facing the
toughest questions (origins, meaning, morality, destiny), and so he encouraged me to think. The more questions of
the Bible, and Jesus that I asked, the more it made sense. But it wasn’t until I was 21 and had a spinal injury, becoming
virtually quadriplegic, that I found this belief move from head to heart. As I prayed, God was closer than my wife’s
hugs, and spoke through a friend that within 10 days I would be able to walk again. Against medical predictions, this
happened exactly on the 10th day. If any worldview is true, it should at least make sense of science and love—the way
the world is, and the heart of our existence. In Jesus I’ve met and experienced the Creator and logic that makes the
universe hang together, and I’ve found a personal God who steps into my brokenness and deals with my issues in love,
paying for my wrongs. Logic, Love … Jesus ties these two together and offers the way, the truth, and the life, making
sense and meaning out of an otherwise confusing and empty existence.”
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Class Activity – Readings Debrief
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
Before class, post your thoughts to the optional FORUM, re: one way the readings have shaped your
approach to evangelism. In class bring up whatever is confusing, or questions you have
re: course material.

4. CLOSING THOUGHTS AND COURSE EVALUATION
4.1

First Thoughts
What session did you enjoy the most, or get the most out of?
With what did you struggle the most (or find most frustrating) in this course?
What changes would improve the course?
What questions remain, having journeyed through this course together?
How has your approach to evangelism changed across this subject?
How have you changed across this subject?
Other thoughts?

4.2

God’s Mission of Reconciliation; Our Response of Reliance

The Missio Dei … ultimately evangelism begins and ends with the great evangelist: the Holy Spirit. God has
taken the first steps to reach this world He loves, and we are invited to join His mission. …
We may be coworkers with God in the coming of the Kingdom, but we are never prime movers in the
missio Dei.2 We are drawn and elected by the Father, commissioned and sent by the Son, then empowered
and directed by the Spirit.3 Furthermore, we are adopted through Christ that we may proclaim the Kingdom
of the Father, share the life of the Son, and bear the witness of the Spirit to the glory of God.4 Our
evangelistic endeavours are only meaningful when situated within and contributing to the mission of God
through the power of the Spirit. In sharing the gospel, we do not advance simply a set of propositions about
what has happened. Rather, we invite the hearer to connect with the risen Christ. God is speaking and His
Word is living and active.5 In this sense our evangelistic efforts sit within the overarching “witness of the
Holy Spirit.”6

2

Cf. 1 Cor. 3:9; 4:11.

3

John 6:44; Rom. 8:28-33; Titus 1:1-3; 1 Pet. 2:9; Matt. 8:28-30; John 17:18; Acts 1:8; 16:6-10.

4

Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1995 [1978]), v, 64-65. Cf. John 17:18-23; Gal. 4:4-7; Eph. 1:3-14; Col. 1:11-20.
5

Isa. 55:10-11; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12-13.

6

Paul D. Feinberg, “Cumulative Case Apologetics,” in Five Views, ed. Cowan, 157-58.
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Together read 2 Corinthians 5, centering on verse 18.
The Ministry of Reconciliation
11

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade people. What we are is plain to God,
and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but
are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is
seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are "out of our mind," as some say, it is for God; if we are in
our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,
and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but
for him who died for them and was raised again.
16

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this
way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be
reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
“The gospel reveals that God’s purpose is reconciliation—from the restoration of each person to a loving
relationship with God through Christ to the realization of God’s reign in human history through the
inbreaking of God’s Spirit of shalom.”—“Afterword”, The Study of Evangelism
We must stay in step with God. Ultimately it is the ongoing—though at times imperceptible—dialogue
between the Spirit and an outsider that is pivotal in how he or she receives the gospel.7 That being the case,
it is insufficient for evangelists to merely commend Christ to the other as part of some pre-packaged
evangelistic strategy or style of gospel presentation. We must also know the power of God and continue
“listening to the God who speaks.”8 In Francis Schaeffer’s words, “If we would work with these people, we
cannot apply the things we have dealt with in this book mechanically. We must look to the Lord in prayer,
and to the work of the Holy Spirit, for the effective use of these things.”9
“Evangelism is the heart of mission, and the heart of evangelism is love. The extension of God’s love
through the community of faith, not only to friends and those easily loved, but also to strangers both far
and near, and even to enemies, is the true test of the church’s evangelistic mission. Evangelism will
continue to place great demands upon our imagination as we seek to realize the daunting vision of
justice and peace for all in every aspect of life. Love, however, breeds creativity, and the desire to share
God’s love with others will be the renewing force that flows into new methods, larger dreams, and
greater solidarity in Christian witness.” — “Afterword”, The Study of Evangelism

7

Cf. 1 Cor. 2:12-16.

8

Klaus Bockmuehl, Listening to the God who Speaks: Reflections on God’s Guidance from Scripture and the Lives of
God’s People (Colorado Springs, CO: Helmers & Howard, 1990). Cf. Matt. 22:29.
9

The Complete Works of Francis Schaeffer. The God Who Is There, 130.
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Class Activity - *All* Students
Who are you presently praying for? Together, let’s seek God’s heart for the lost, and love them with all
we’ve got. Let’s lift these people up to God in prayer, and ask that God’s evangelistic heart would be
ours, too. Perhaps the prayer below may match your heart’s desire (“PRAYER IN EVANGELISM” LOP42, p15):
Sovereign God, we acknowledge that You are the head of Your body, the church.
Forgive us for our selfish motives and our often pious religious spirit.
Open our eyes to the physical, spiritual, and mental ‘lostness’ of those around us.
Once again we offer You our souls and bodies as living sacrifices to live and work to Your praise and
glory. Please teach us to pray, Teach us to listen, teach us to obey You individually and corporately.
Send more labourers into Your world to be effective Christ-like witnesses for You—with Your love,
passion and concern for all we encounter. Send your Holy Spirit afresh upon us and upon Your whole
church that we might be the ‘Kingdom People'—one in our heart, vision, and call. Amen.

Course Evaluation for DISTANCE STUDENTS
Thanks for taking this course, via distance. It’s not an easy haul. I pray the materials provided have been
useful. Obviously, though, we still have a long way to go, to capture some of the interactivity that in-class
students experience. So, we would love your feedback!

Click on the Moodle link (under Module 13). Then, under *UNIT* select EM324/524/D – Evangelism.
Once you’re finished, click *SUBMIT* at the bottom of the page. This data will be pooled with in-class
surveys, and used to inform how this unit is taught in future.
God bless, and thanks for sharing in this class together :)
Dave
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For next module (12 & 13), the two students sharing will be:
TESTIMONY: ________________ TIPS: ______________ Demographic: ____________________

CHALLENGE & Preparation for Modules 12 & 13 …
 Each week of the SIGN COURSE is a CHALLENGE:
MODULE 11 (p11 manual): memorise and share the ‘big story’ with another and get feedback
on how you went and whether they understood the message
MODULE 12 (p23&26 manual): Level 1, 2, or 3 of sharing “Why Jesus is Good News to Me”
MODULE 13 (p42 manual): Fill out your Impact Plan and intentionally be a SIGN to 5 people
 Each session of SIGN has 5 daily devotions. Work through these, and review the material
as directed:
MODULE 11: Devotions pp18-20
MODULE 12: Devotions pp34-36
MODULE 13: Devotions pp52-54
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide p6 … Post to the forum and
come prepared to share …
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context



Let’s close by reciting the Lord’s Prayer together:

Our Father who is in Heaven,
Holy is Your Name.
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done
On Earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory
For ever and ever, Amen.
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Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
Well, I hope the time you’ve spent journeying through both SIGN and this course has been
worth it. Each and every believer is called to be a Sign that points people to Jesus. But I hope
you’ve picked up across this subject that while we have the same good news to share, each of
our Signs will look different. As the gospel seed takes root in your life and grows, may a
thousand different flowers bloom, each in its own way reflecting the beauty of Christ and His
Kingdom.
Paint, write, create, design, analyse, love, serve, ask, cook, excite, captivate … however you do
it, make the most of every opportunity to embody and share the gospel. I know a guy who is a
Sign through the way he designs shoes (http://www.fluevog.com/). Everyone’s drawn by the funky
styles and excellent craftsmanship, and intrigued by the messages imprinted on the rubber
base: “Your sole directs your destiny”! My vision is that rather than evangelism being one man
behind a microphone, we might instead contribute to a world where everywhere people look,
they can’t but help see Signs pointing them to Jesus … countless parables embodying the
Kingdom. So, what’s your Sign?
Remember, some will respond positively to the gospel, others will not.
Success in evangelism is sharing the good news of the Kingdom, in the power of the Spirit, and
leaving the result up to God. We are simply a Sign pointing people to Jesus, doing whatever we
can to remove obstacles that keep people from understanding and receiving the message.
If someone rejects the gospel, and even you in the process, continue loving and praying for
them. But know that there is no greater honour than to be an agent of reconciliation,
an ambassador of the Kingdom—so be bold and step out for the glory of God
(Matthew 5:10-16; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Ephesians 6:18-20).
Over these three closing modules we’ve covered a lot of ground. In particular, you’ve learned
how to Sign Post The Big Story of the gospel, the kind of Sign Language that will cross
communication barriers so your message and testimony make sense, and in this session, how to
be Sign Writer who is actively praying and caring for, and intentionally sharing with five people
God has laid on your heart. But where to from here?
Just do it! Being a witness is not complicated. Oftentimes we keep putting it off until we’ve read
just one more book, heard just one more sermon, or felt convicted just one more time. But
being a witness right now is our identity in Christ; it’s what we were saved to do.
“But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to be a
holy people, God's instruments to do His work and speak out for Him, to tell others of the
night-and-day difference He made for you
—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.”
(1 Peter 2:9-10, MSG.)
Therefore, I’m not ashamed of the gospel:
“It's news I'm most proud to proclaim, this extraordinary Message of
God's powerful plan to rescue everyone who trusts Him.” (1 Peter 2:9-10, MSG.)
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One last thought: evangelism can be discouraging. You pray, you care, you share, and still you
may see little fruit. Don’t fret. Your efforts are never wasted. I’ve heard that on average it takes
around 4 years and 21 encounters with the gospel before the average non-believer responds.
Someone sows, another waters, but God makes the seed grow (1 Corinthians 3:6-8)—so you’re
one link in a long chain, a small part of the whole. Be faithful in your calling. And over time, your
labour will bear fruit. As it says in Psalm 126:5-6,
“Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow,
will doubtless return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.”
But remember this, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6). So go crazy and make your seed, and
your Sign, count.
God bless,
Your brother in Christ and co-labourer in the Kingdom of God,
Dave Benson.
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