PE310/510-D
Module 1
Learning Guide
At the Cross-Roads:
Why Worldview Matters
Before you start...





Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide p7 + uploads on Moodle)
Post to this module’s forum
From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
If it’s your turn, come prepared to share about your vocation or current affairs

1. INTRODUCTION
In this session we explore the meaning of life! “What on Earth are we here for?” Through Luke 4, 9, and 10,
we’ll consider our holistic mission to love God, love others, and lovingly cultivate God’s creation toward
flourishing—that is, toward shalom. Then, after getting to know each other and the Unit Guide, we will
make sense of this nebulous concept of worldviews. What is a worldview, and why does it matter? By the
end of the session you should have a good sense of the challenge we face to live faithfully at the crossroads of the Christian story and alternative stories that vie for our mind and heart.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this module are to:
1. Understand and engage the holistic nature of our Christian mission
2. Understand the function of worldviews in human thought and action
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, the student shall be expected to frame the overarching mission of the
people of God under the four mandates (two sets of creation and redemption commandments), and …
explain the nature and function of worldviews.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 1:20-4:50pm, with breaks from 2:10-3:05pm, and 3:55-4:00pm)
1:20
3:05
4:00

“What on Earth are we here for?”—Reflections on Luke 4, 9, and 10 (50 minutes)
Student and Unit Introductions + Review of Readings (50 minutes)
At the Cross-Roads: Why Worldview Matters (50 minutes)
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2. WHAT ON EARTH ARE WE HERE FOR? (LUKE 4:16-30; 10:1-12)

Resource 1.1
Online students can watch a video of this first session/talk,
entitled “Working Theologically: What On Earth Are We
Here For?” at https://vimeo.com/133257072. The full
manuscript and slides are on Moodle here. This version of
the talk is tilted towards work (first presented at the
Malyon Transforming Work conference in 2015), and
concentrates on the Nazareth Manifesto in Luke 4.
Alternatively, if you prefer a wider lens that also takes in our
mission through Luke 9-10, then see the original version of
this talk, presented to kick off a church series on Luke’s
Gospel (“How Then Shall We Live?”), entitled “Agents and
Messengers of the Gospel”. The 57 minute video is available
at https://vimeo.com/12046123, while the full transcript is
on Moodle here. A related article I’ve written, “The Call to
Go!” is on Moodle here, with a companion workshop here.
The framework of the four mandates (grouped under creation and redemption commandments),
alongside the question “Who are we for Jesus Christ today?” draws heavily from this book:
Stackhouse, John G. Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real World.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.
[cf. his 2017 reworking, Why You’re Here: Ethics for the Real World]
Under Module 2 Optional Readings you’ll find most of this material in the word.doc
“The Story & the Mission.” Additionally, an extensive summary of Stackhouse’s book
can be found here.
Talk Synopsis:
All of life is for God’s glory. This includes the highs and lows of our mundane existence. This includes our
everyday vocation. In the current rush to transform work, though, have we slipped into triumphalism and
forgotten Christ? In this talk, Dave will unpack Jesus’ mission in Luke 4. Centred in the kingdom of God, we
are invited to join Jesus in working for shalom and salvation. This expansive theological frame is a
safeguard and a springboard for all we do. In the big story of creation, fall, and redemption, we discover
what on earth we are here for.

2.1

What Is Work?

Is work merely
“human activity that generates income”?
Instead, I follow Miroslav Volf:
“Work in the Spirit” entails
“cooperation with God in the
transformation of the world”1
1

Volf, Work in the Spirit: Toward a Theology of Work (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2001), inter alia, esp. 98-101 at 101.
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2.2

What On Earth Are You Here For?

Ephesians 2:10 – For what “good works” were you created?
Matthew 25 – What earns a “well done good and faithful servant” from the master?
Anyone who is sent on a mission had better be clear about what is being asked of her and why. If
she is not clear about the nature and rationale of the mission, she risks trying to do too much, or
not enough, or the wrong thing entirely.2
John 20:21 – On a Jesus-shaped mission

2.3

Partial Answers, Superficial Integration

“Claiming it” with Ben: Kingdom deeds toward “flourishing”

“Naming it” with Jen: Kingdom words toward “salvation”

Triumphalism?

Patience and Partnership?

Have we forgotten Jesus?

Compartmentalising “sacred Sundays”
and “secular Mondays”

Dismantling Dualism

2

John G. Stackhouse, Jr., “A Bigger–and Smaller–View of Mission,” Books & Culture: A Christian Review 13, no. 3
(May/June 2007), http://www.booksandculture.com/articles/2007/mayjun/11.26.html?paging=off (accessed July 9,
2015).
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2.4

Who is Jesus Christ, For Us, Today? Announcing the Kingdom (Luke 4:14-30)

The context

The mission: good news today

Holistic salvation (Jones 1972, 115-120)

Jubilee (Leviticus 25)

The message:
announcing and denouncing

The response:
icy insiders and elated outsiders

2.5

A Quadruple Bottom Line
Profit

People

Planet

Purpose

Work, Worship and Witness for the Common Good

“Ethics, evangelism, calling, spirituality—it all comes together in transforming work.”

<<For more, see Inayatullah (n.d.) and
“Quadruple Bottom Line TipSheet13QBL”>>

Crossroads: Why Worldview Matters

Module 1-4

PE310/510-D

2.6

Four Mandates Framing Our Mission in the World Today:
Creation + Redemption

We’ve covered a lot of ground, but I want to tie it all together. You see, whether you’re a government
official or a garbage collector, an academic or an artist, a tradie or a beauty technician, the Kingdom
business involves four key tasks, or mandates, for Christ’s co-workers.
The first two are what all humans were created for, whether they follow Jesus or not—they are the
creation commandments, and represent God’s ongoing will for humanity and the creation under our care.
(In a basic way, this was Ben’s driving force: flourishing.)
The second two are what Jesus’ followers are specifically called to do, in restoring a wayward world back to
its original purpose—they are the redemption commandments. (This was Jen’s driving force: salvation.)
Our first and ongoing mission is to love God and others, and to cultivate the world. This is about seeking
shalom. Shalom is the Hebrew word for peace, but it’s far more than the absence of hostility. It means the
flourishing of all things through right relationship with God, oneself, each other, and the rest of creation—
like a dance of love. It’s the webbing together of life in justice, fulfilment, beauty, delight. It’s what God
intended in creation.
But, because of our rebellion, sin has affected everthing. So as followers of Jesus, we must also be about
salvation. Alongside fellow believers, we are to model to the world the new commandment of especially
loving each other as a worshipful community. And, we’re to cultivate people—through evangelism and
discipleship—seeing them restored so that they may once again cultivate the world. So the redemption
commandments are temporary; they serve the creation commandments. See the parallel?
#1: The Cultural Mandate: Steward and Cultivate the World (Genesis 1:26-28)
#2: The Great Commandments: Love (Matthew 22:34-40)
#3: The Great Commission: Make Disciples (Matthew 28:18-20)
#4: The New Commandment: Love (John 13:34-35)
► What does this look like in your work? What could it look like?
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2.7 Adam’s
“The Kingdom
Health Group”
… Health Care
that Cares
Adam’s practice - video
Diana’s story
… “In all these ways and
more, Orion Family
Physiotherapy has
become an avenue for
transforming work.
Through this calling, Adam practices the cultural mandate, of stewarding and cultivating the world. He
displays the great commandments of loving God and loving others. He serves shalom.
And through physiotherapy, he is busy with the redemption commandments, drawing a wayward world
back into line with God’s original purposes for creation. He especially loves other believers, the church
scattered, as a model to the world of God’s kingdom of love. This attracts all those desperate for true
community. And, he’s living the great commission, in the business of making disciples of the kingdom—
fellow workers who experience and pass on salvation that impacts the community and the planet.”

2.8

In Short: Shalom + Salvation

So … What on Earth are we here for?
Answer: shalom + salvation. We’re here
for holistic flourishing, and reconciliation.
We are agents and messengers of the
Kingdom of God. And again, this is spiritual
and material, spelling good news that is
individual, corporate, and cosmic. Our lives
and our words unite in an audio-visual
display that points all people to Jesus. If
you want it in one verse, try Matthew 6:33:
“Seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness-justice, and everything else
will be added to you.”
Who are we, for Jesus Christ today? Within this expansive kingdom frame, it will take a different form for
each workplace and every person. My hope is that today you’ll hear God’s call afresh. Like my friend Adam,
may you have your sight restored to see anew how to serve God through your job. May you be encouraged
to integrate your faith and work, and may you discover the joy of doing everything for the glory of God.
“Father God, as you sent Jesus, so He has sent me to help heal a hurting world. My greatest desire is to seek
you first, to be an agent and a messenger of Your Kingdom. Break my heart for what breaks yours. Give me
eyes to see the poor, the prisoner, the blind, and the oppressed all around me. And lead me in Your Spirit to
know how you would have me respond. Show me how to live toward shalom and salvation.
Make me an effective Sign of Your Kingdom that points many people toward Jesus.
Would you transform my work, for your glory, Amen.”
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2.9

Discussion Questions

1. What impacted you most in this message?
2. “What on Earth are you here for?” If an objective outsider were to consider the way you spend your time
and money, how would they answer this question for you?
3. In what ways are you either on the same mission as Jesus, or living your own mission?
4. What particular needs or causes move you and your Christian community the most? How could you work
together as agents and messengers of God’s Kingdom in this context, not just in a one-off-effort, but as
an ongoing expression of shalom and salvation?
5. Who do you feel Jesus Christ would have you be, for Him, today? What needs to change for this to
become a lived reality? Commit this to Him in prayer.

Reflection Activities 1.1 & 1.2
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on p. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#1.1 Answer no. 2 of the Discussion Questions immediately above.
#1.2 Answer another of the five discussion questions above, most pertinent to your mission/calling.

3. STUDENT & UNIT INTRODUCTION + READING REVIEW
Over the next thirteen weeks we’ll be journeying together as we form and live out of a Christian Worldview.
At the heart of this worldview must be love: God’s love for God (perichoresis, or the divine dancing around
in love for all eternity between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), which overflows into God’s love for us. In turn,
as we respond to God’s love, we are freed to love each other and enter into the fellowship of God.
So … all of this begins quite simply by putting a name to a face, and hearing each other’s heart:
Who are you?
With which church are you connected?
What is your primary (present or future) vocation? (e.g. artist, teacher, mum?)
Why have you chosen to study this subject, A Christian Worldview?
(For those students who are new to doing a class with me, it would be fantastic if you could type out these
details on one A4 page to submit in next week’s class. Please include a photo of yourself, and maybe one
more detail: something memorable or unusual about you, or an interesting story, so I won’t forget!)
Discuss Unit Guide

|

Pay particular attention to assessment requirements and pre-reading
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(Future) Class Activity … BBC + Prayer Only Today
“The Pastor and the Faithful should not deceive themselves into thinking that they are a religious society,
which has to do with certain themes; they live in the world. We still need—according to my old
formulation—the Bible and the Newspaper. … [So] take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read
both. But interpret newspapers from your Bible.” – Karl Barth
Each week, one student will share a newspaper article or media clip concerning events in the public
square. The grid of creational intent, cultural idolatry, and healing action (creation, fall, restoration)
should be used in evaluating this aspect of local or global news. (Perhaps the one minute BBC world
summary will give you some stimulus: www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news.)
First, share your initial reflections from a Christian worldview.
Second, as a class we’ll consider what a faithful and embodied Christian response may look like—
a response that addresses both our thinking, and cultivating practices/liturgies that direct our heart to
desire and represent the Kingdom of God.
Third, we’ll bring this aspect of the world to Jesus in prayer.

Class Activity 1.1 – 15 minutes
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our apologetic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion, bouncing off their own forum posts.
The aim is to ground the readings and apply them to one’s life in general and ministry context in
particular.
This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course
material, so don’t be shy!

Crossroads: Why Worldview Matters

Module 1-8

PE310/510-D

Particular Questions to Address in Response to the Pre-Readings
A note about “Helpful Course Resources” on Moodle and 2 ½ hours pre-reading per week…

A note for PE510/D about the Book Review …
For graduate/postgraduate (PE510/D) students, you may have noticed that
your Unit Guide Lecture Schedule (p7) has regular references to pre-readings
from a mysterious book coded WYL. For instance, Module 1 requires prereading of WYL xi-26 (27pp). This refers to your second set-text to purchase:
Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit.
Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2016.
Please note that this weekly schedule is suggested only, purely to ensure
you get through this book by Module 10, after which a book review is
due. Note, also, that the time to read this book is factored into your
assessment preparation, *not* the weekly reading time (2 ½ hours per
week). It all balances out by the course’s end, though initially the reading load
may strike you as quite heavy, especially compared to PE310/D students.
The Book Review (Assessment Requirement 2) involves critiquing the set text by Goheen and Bartholomew,
Living at the Crossroads (2008), for which pre-readings start in Module 2. However, the fifth section (400
words) of this review requires you to compare and contrast Goheen and Bartholomew’s worldview
approach with Jamie Smith’s thesis. (Smith follows Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor in driving below
cognitive “worldviews” to imaginative and embodied “social imaginaries” which are formed and carried by
rich practices, i.e., liturgies. You might get your bearings by reading helpful reviews here and here, or
watching Smith speak about his thesis here.)
Okay, so that explains the WYL references. But what about DK?
Looking across each Module on Moodle, and each of these Module Learning Guides, you will notice regular
references to a book entitled, Desiring the Kingdom. In full, it is:
Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2009. [Helpful review here.]
Prof. Smith is a rather smart fellow, and the one-time head of the International Association of Christian Philosophers.
Desiring the Kingdom was a landmark book, which he thought was aimed well at a popular audience. Long story short,
he massively overshot, and confused a good many people, including those who knew he was onto something big.
Thus, the call from editors and everday readers alike to repackage his crucial work in an accessible way in You Are
What You Love. (My house church, Christ’s Pieces, did a series on Desiring the Kingdom here, with liturgy and art.)
Relevance to you? Well, earlier iterations of this course had PE510/D students reading and criquing Desiring the
Kingdom. It’s the meatier book, and well worth a read. So, I’ve left the readings on Moodle, and included the key
quotes and discussion questions in each Learning Guide, though you are not required to read this book at all. While
this will clutter an already busy course and long lecture notes, I think it will offer you a helpful guide as to what I think
is most important in Smith’s work. But, again, your key task is to keep up with WYL and bring this book into dialogue
with the more classic “worldview” approach of Goheen and Bartholomew.
Clear as mud? Good! So … onto the readings, always found on Moodle under “optional readings”.
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Desiring the Kingdom, pp. 11-12, 17-36
“In short, the goal is to push down through worldview to worship
as the matrix from which a Christian worldview is born …. [T]his
book argues that we human creatures are lovers before and
above all else, and that the people of God is a community
marked by a love and desire for the kingdom of God. … Before
we articulate a worldview, we worship.” (pages 11, 15, 33)
What does Smith mean by this? In what sense is worship
more foundational than worldview?
“[Christian education is] nothing less than the formation of
radical disciples who desire the kingdom of God.” (page 19)
If this is the case, what might be some implications for
how we ‘educate’ at Malyon?
On pages 19-22, Smith deconstructs the ‘liturgy of the
mall’ … that is, he unpacks the many ways that the practice (habitual
action) of shopping functions as a liturgy—a type of ‘worship’ directed to shaping our heart to
love the Kingdom of Consumerism. In what ways have we both copied, and countered, this kind
of formation through the way we worship on Sundays?
“[W]hile worldview-talk … is critical of rationalist accounts of the human person that would reduce
us to thinking machines, it still tends to exhibit a fairly ‘heady’ or cognitive picture of the human
person, and thus still thinks that the site of contestation between worldviews or ground-motives is
located in the realm of ideas. … Such construals of worldview belie an understanding of Christian
faith that is dualistic and thus reductionistic: It reduces Christian faith primarily to a set of ideas,
principles, claims, and propositions that are known and believed. The goal of all this is “correct”
thinking. … [But] what if that is actually only a small slice of who we are? … [Are] our bodies
nonessential (and rather regrettable) containers for our minds? … But what if our bodies are
essential to our identities? Weren’t we created as embodied creatures? What if the core of our
identity is located more in the body than the mind?” (pages 24, 32)
Agree or disagree? Smith contends that our ‘intellectualist philosophical anthropology’ is
mistaken. What does he mean? What would he replace it with?
“What would the church’s practices have to look like if they’re going to form us as the kind of
people who desire something entirely different [to the shopping mall]—who desire the kingdom?
What would be the shape of an alternative pedagogy of desire?3” (page 25)
How would you answer Smith’s questions? How might our church communities do life
differently if we focused more on formative practices than informative ideas?
“The core claim of this book is that liturgies—whether ‘sacred’ or ‘secular’—shape and constitute
our identities by forming our most fundamental desires and our most basic attunement to the
world. In short, liturgies make us certain kinds of people, and what defines us is what we love. They
do this because we are the sorts of animals whose orientation to the world is shaped from the body
up more than from the head down. Liturgies aim our love to different ends precisely by training our
hearts through our bodies … in all sorts of precognitive ways, to be a certain kind of person. Hence,
every liturgy is an education, and embedded in every liturgy is an implicit worldview or
‘understanding’ of the world.” (page 25)

3

‘Pedagogy’ means the method and practice of teaching; that is, pedagogy is the holistic science of education.
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In your own words, what is Smith suggesting? What corrective does such a view bring against
‘integration’ and ‘worldview studies’? And what are the greatest implications of this
understanding for Christian formation today—for instance, using the imagination and senses?
“Because I think that we are primarily desiring animals rather than merely thinking things, I also
think that what constitutes our ultimate identities—what makes us who we are, the kind of people
we are—is what we love. More specifically, our identity is shaped by what we ultimately love or
what we love as ultimate—what, at the end of the day, gives us a sense of meaning, purpose,
understanding, and orientation to our being-in-the-world. … Our ultimate love/desire is shaped by
practices, not ideas that are merely communicated to us.” (page 27)
Without being too controversial (!), how might we Protestants learn this from Catholics?
Give one example of an “embodied practice” that you or your church regularly does that has
the “formative role of ritual”, intentionally cultivating your imagination and thus desire for the
Kingdom of God. (Cf. pp. 28, 32-33) How might you personally more powerfully harness this
practice to move beyond a worldview of “right ideas” to being a person who “loves rightly”?
“Before we think, we pray. That’s the kind of animals we are, first and foremost: loving, desiring,
affective, liturgical animals who, for the most part, don’t inhabit the world as thinkers or cognitive
machines. … My contention is that given the sorts of animals we are, we pray before we believe, we
worship before we know—or rather, we worship in order to know.” (page 34)
Smith’s agenda in Desiring the Kingdom is outlined on page 35. My fumbling attempts as a
lecturer to apply his agenda will be seen in subtle ways, embedded into the weekly practices of
our lesson together. See if you can pick these liturgies intended to shape desire. And, even
better, offer me suggestions as to how we can together more powerfully harness these
practices so that together we are formed as disciples of Christ who desire the Kingdom.

May we truly become a peculiar people who love the Lord our God with our whole heart, soul,
mind and strength, and love our neighbour as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40).
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4. AT THE CROSS-ROADS: WHY WORLDVIEW MATTERS

Resource 1.2
The following materials may be useful for going deeper in this section of the module:
Why does a worldview matter? Check out Francis J. Beckwith and J. P. Moreland’s essay
“The Call to Integration” that functions as a preface to the entire Christian Worldview
Integration Series. This essay is available on Moodle Module 1 under “Optional Reading”
What is a worldview, and why does it matter? Distance students can listen to a 1 hour
mp3 equivalent (16MB) of this section online at www.mediafire.com/?hznzmeidogz.
James Sire is a classic writer on worldviews. His introductory and concluding chapter from
The Universe Next Door (2004, 4th ed.)4 on Moodle is one of the better overviews.
Additionally, check out the following books:
Eckman, James P. The Truth About Worldviews: A Biblical Understanding of Worldview Alternatives.
Wheaton Ill: Crossway Books, 2004.
Myers, Jeff, and David A. Noebel. Understanding the Times: A Survey of Competing Worldviews.
Manitou Springs, CO: Summit Ministries, 2015.
Naugle, David K. Worldview: The History of a Concept. Grand Rapids, Mich: W.B. Eerdmans Pub, 2002.
Sire, James W. Naming the Elephant: Worldview As a Concept. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004.
_______. The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog, 5th ed. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity
Press, 2009.
Walsh, Brian J., and J. Richard Middleton. The Transforming Vision: Shaping a Christian World View.
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 1984.
Wolters, Albert M. Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview. Grand Rapids, Mich:
William B. Eerdmans Pub, 2005.
What is a worldview, and why does is matter? Rather than teach what you’ll pre-read for Module 2
(particularly in Living at the Crossroads, chapter 2 “What is a Worldview”, pp 11-30), let’s approach this
topic from a lateral direction: that of worldview as a story.

4.1

“Thank God You’re Here”—What Story Am I In?
I’m sure you know the basic concept behind the comedic TV
show, Thank God You’re Here. They dress up an actor, throw
them through a door into the middle of a story of which they
don’t know the beginning from the end. The actor is greeted
with “Thank God You’re Here!” after which point follows
three minutes of mayhem as they seek to improvise on the
hop [Youtube videos here]. The comedy is easily generated as
we—the onlookers who actually know the story—watch the
stand-in do and say what they think might fit the story, but
clearly better belongs in another plot altogether.

4

James W. Sire, The Universe Next Door, 4th ed. (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2004), 9-44, 242-250.
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Class Activity 1.2 – 15 minutes (optional)
Choose one student—preferably the quickest on their feet—to step outside the room for a few minutes
while 4 other students construct a basic story plot, into which the outsider will enter. Two other students
should also step out with the actor, to function as observers.
That is, we’re going to run our own version of “Thank God You’re Here!”
Feel free to use props, and make it as elaborate as you wish.
The two observers enter first, taking a seat. Then the actor enters, greeted with
“Thank God You’re Here!”
Keep the story rolling for 2 minutes. After this point, debrief the experience:
Actor: How did you feel? Was it hard improvising? What made it easier?
Observers: What type of story did the actor step into? What clues gave it away?
Informed Actors: How did the actor go at improvising? Any surprises?
Class: What stood out in this encounter? If we are to be faithful in our improvising, what
must we know, and how may we go about finding it out?
For distance students, feel free to watch some of the TGYH youtube.com clips, to similarly debrief.

“I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question, ‘Of what
story do I find myself a part?’” (Alasdair MacIntyre)
“The way we understand human life depends on what conception we have of the human story.
What is the real story of which my life story is part?” (Lesslie Newbigin)
Consider the following three cultural stories:5
#1: “I am a member of the national family of my nation, direct descendants of the sun-goddess. I live in the
land of the Rising Sun in harmony and oneness with the flow of nature. Disharmony occurs when I bring
dishonour to my family or country. My task in life is to enhance the name of my national family, because
true blessing only occurs when the superiority of my country over the world of nations comes to pass.”
#2: “I am me, an individual, the free and independent master of my own destiny. I stand in a world full of
natural potential, and my task is to utilize that potential to economic good. While I am hindered in this task
by ignorance of nature and lack of tools for controlling it, nevertheless my hope rests in the good life of
progress wherein nature yields its bounty for human benefit. Only then will all find happiness in a life of
material affluence, with no needs and no dependence.”
#3: “I am a ‘red man’, placed here, a child of the land. The land is my mother; she gives me my life. The land
is a gift that I respect, that I use with thankfulness and with which I live in harmony. But then the invaders
came, stealing my land, dispersing my people and cutting us off from the Great Spirit. Our salvation as a
people is in rejecting the invaders’ ways and returning to our ancient traditions. Only then will the land be
preserved and maintained for our children and grandchildren.”

5

Adapted from Walsh and Middleton’s The Transforming Vision (1984), 36.
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Class Activity 1.3 – 15 minutes
Each student is to adopt one of the above cultural stories. Spend a minute thinking how your everyday
life would look—how would you spend your time; what would drive your life?—if you truly believed and
inhabited this story.
Over the next 5 minutes, greet a number of other students in character, and hold a conversation during
which you must work out which story they inhabit. Then come back together to debrief.
What were the biggest practical differences in how life was lived, based upon each
worldview?
Pressed to its ultimate end, what would a ‘hero’ look like in each culture?
Which cultural story is most and least like an average Aussie’s story? Explain.
Which cultural story is most and least like the Biblical story? Explain.
What kind of criteria might you use to compare such different stories? For instance:
coherence (internal test) + correspondence (external test) + completeness (experiential test)
On the above criteria, how might each compare, if at all?

4.2

Story and Worldview Definitions

Consider the following definitions of worldview. What is similar, or different, across the descriptions?
#1: Kant (1724-1804):
The first known use of the phrase “worldview” (Weltanschauung) was by the German philosopher
Emmanuel Kant in his Critique of Judgement (1790). Kant developed a concept of worldview as a rational
exercise where a person can formulate his/her own understanding of the meaning of their life and the
world. In short, a worldview for Kant denoted “a set of beliefs that underlie and shape all of human thought
and action.” A worldview expressed one’s global outlook on the world—a set of lenses through which you
understood and interpreted reality.
#2: Friedrich Schelling (1775-1854):
Continuing the German tradition, Schelling saw worldview as a comprehensive and cohesive understanding
of the world, particularly from a philosophical/rationalist direction.
#3: Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855):
The incredibly influential Danish Christian philosopher, Søren Kierkegaard contributed significantly by
distinguishing between philosophy and worldview. “Philosophy is an objective system of thought (held as it
were, at arm’s length); worldview is a set of beliefs held so closely by an individual that it is appropriate to
speak of living within or owning one’s own worldview.”
#4: Wilhelm Dilthey (1833-1911):
“Worldview is a complex of ideas and sentiments, comprising;
• Beliefs and convictions about the nature of life and the world
• Emotional habits and tendencies based on these
• A system of purposes, preferences and principles governing action and giving life unity and meaning
• Worldviews emerge from place and history and thus there are many and they are relative. No one
worldview will emerge as a winner. No worldview is sovereign!”
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A tension emerges: Kant sees worldview as a rational exercise; Dilthey sees worldview as relative/subjective.
The concept of worldview was introduced into the evangelical church in the late 19th century by James Orr
and Abraham Kuyper. Orr and Kuyper agreed that Christianity has a comprehensive and unified view of the
world. However, under the sway of German Higher Criticism of the Bible …
•

•

The Modern worldview is seen as threatening the gospel:
–

Another comprehensive and unified view of the world

–

Fundamentally religious

–

Embodied in forms of social and cultural life

–

Antithetical to Christianity

Christianity’s only defence against the power of modernism is to develop an equally comprehensive
worldview.

#5: James Orr (Kerr Lectures, Scotland, 1891):
“No one, I think, whose eyes are open to the signs of the times, can fail to perceive that if Christianity is to
be effectually defended from the attacks made upon it, it is the comprehensive method that is rapidly
becoming the more urgent. The opposition which Christianity has to encounter is no longer confined to
special doctrines . . . but extends to the whole manner of conceiving the world. . . . It is no longer an
opposition of detail, but of principle. The circumstance necessitates an equal extension of the line of
defence. It is the Christian view of things in general which is attacked, and it is by an exposition and
vindication of the Christian view of things as a whole that the attack can most successfully be met.”
#6: Abraham Kuyper (Stone Lectures, Princeton, 1898):
“If the battle is to be fought with honour and with a hope of victory, then principle must be arrayed against
principle; then it must be felt that in Modernism the vast energy of an all-embracing life system assails us,
then also it must be understood that we have to take our stand in a life system of equally comprehensive
and far-reaching power.”
•

Orr was primarily concerned for defending Christian theology

•

Kuyper was concerned for the whole of cultural and public life—politics, art, scholarship, etc.

Ever since, worldview has functioned in two primary ways in evangelicalism:
•

Protect the integrity, comprehensiveness of Christian faith; help Christians not to be men and
women who were double-minded.

•

Provide tool to pursue Christian scholarship, politics, etc. in faithfulness to gospel

#7: James Sire’s Revised Definition (The Universe Next Door, 4thed., 2004):
“A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can be
expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions
(assumptions which may be true, partially true or entirely false)
which we hold
(consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently)
about the basic constitution of reality,
and that
provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.”
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Notice three important shifts:
•

Worldview is first religious, not rational

•

Worldview is first a story, not a system

•

Worldview is first embodied, then articulated

#8: Goheen and Bartholomew’s Definition (2008):
“Worldview is an articulation of
the basic beliefs embedded in a shared grand story
that are
rooted in a faith commitment
and that
give shape and direction to the whole of our individual and corporate lives.” (p23)
Putting all of this together, following are the summary elements of a worldview:
•

Takes form of a grand story

•

Fundamental beliefs embedded in grand story

•

Rooted in religious faith commitment

•

Shapes the whole of our communal life

•

Shapes the whole of our lives

That is, we all live according to the story we think we’re in.
This story is shaped around some ultimate concern—for God, for happiness, for self, for nation-state—
which takes faith. This faith is either placed rightly in that which is ultimate (God), or in some idol (pseudoGod) which in turn distorts life away from God’s creational intent (see Walsh and Middleton 1984).
This worldview is typically shared by a community of people, shaping and socialising others into a particular
way of life, often unconsciously.
These stories, in turn, give us visions OF and FOR life (Walsh and Middleton); these stories shape the way
we see the world, interpret the world, and live in the world.
In short, all have a worldview, but few articulate their worldview.
“Worldviews . . . are like the foundations of a house: vital, but invisible. They are that through which, not
at which, a society or an individual normally looks; they form the grid according to which humans
organize reality, not bits of reality that offer themselves for organization. They are not usually called up
to consciousness or discussion unless they are challenged or flouted fairly explicitly.” (N T Wright).

Reflection Activities 1.3 & 1.4
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on p. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#1.3 What is common to each worldview definition (above), and in what primary ways have our
understanding of worldviews shifted since it was first used by Kant in 1790?
#1.4 Come up with the most simple (not simplistic) definition of a worldview in your own words that
retains the core of the concept. Given this definition, why does worldview matter (i.e., relevance)?
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4.3

From another angle: Worldview Questions

“A world view may be defined as the philosophical glasses that a person wears to look at this
world of ideas, experiences and purposes. The world view functions as an interpretative
conceptual scheme to explain why we ‘see’ the world as we do and act as we do.”
(Ravi Zacharias, A Shattered Visage, 121)
A worldview is like a jigsaw box helping us see how the pieces that make up our lives best fit together.
At the simplest level there are 5 key worldview questions that frame our story:
ORIGIN: Where did we come from?
IDENTITY: Who are we?
MEANING: Why are we here?
MORALITY: How should we live?
DESTINY: Where are we going?
Again, these propositions are part of a larger story. And every story involves tension and resolution. Most
people, as they look at the state of our world, recognize that “things are not the way they’re supposed to
be.” So two further questions are required:
TENSION: What is our problem?
RESOLUTION: How do we fix it?
Sire uses a similar set of 7 key questions. What answers do we believe God has given us through Biblical
Revelation to make sense of our existence? (Sire, Universe Next Door 4th ed., pp. 23-44, addresses this.)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

What is prime reality—the really real?
What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us?
What is a human being?
What happens to a person at death?
Why is it possible to know anything at all?
How do we know what is right and wrong?
What is the meaning of human history?

So, what does it matter which worldview (or combination) I hold? Basically this: our actions are like fruit
that derive from the root beliefs we hold, and these have consequences both individually and nationally—
for good if based on truth, or for bad if based on falsity (Proverbs 14:12,34). People perish for lack of
knowledge (Jeremiah 13:25; Hosea 4:6), yet those who live what is true will prosper (Psalm 1; Luke 11:28;
Galatians 6:7-8). “Philosophical concepts nurtured in the stillness of a professor’s study could destroy a
civilisation.” Ideas are powerful—either you will take them captive (2 Corinthians 10:5), or they will take
you captive (Colossians 2:8; 2 Timothy 2:25b-26).

“We may preach with all the fervour of a reformer, and yet succeed only in winning a straggler
here and there, if we permit the whole collective thought of the nation or of the world to be
controlled by ideas which, by the resistless force of logic, prevent Christianity from being regarded
as anything more than a harmless delusion … What is today a matter of academic speculation,
begins tomorrow to move armies and pull down empires.”
(J. Gresham Machen, early 20th Century Presbyterian Bible Scholar re: how thinking affects practical life)
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4.4

A Final Angle: Worldview Components

An alternative approach to understanding “worldviews” is offered by Summit Ministries.6 Their key focus is
helping Christians be like the sons of Issachar who “had understanding of the times, to know what Israel
ought to do” (1 Chronicles 12:32). The late Doc Noebel (David Noebel) defined a worldview as:

“a bundle of ideas, beliefs, convictions or values, in which one stick in the bundle is theological,
one is philosophical, one is ethical, one is biological, one is psychological, one is sociological,
one is legal, one is political, one is financial, and one is historical.”7
There are ten main components of a worldview, each answering key questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

THEOLOGY: Is there a God? What is God like?
PHILOSOPHY: What is real, and how do we know?
BIOLOGY: What is the origin of life?
PSYCHOLOGY: What is human nature?
ETHICS: What is morally right and wrong?
SOCIOLOGY: how should society be structured?
LAW: What is the basis for law?
POLITICS: What is the purpose of Government?
ECONOMICS: What produces a sound economy?
HISTORY: How should we interpret human events?

A complete worldview has answers to all ten of these components. Thus, Christianity is properly
understood as a worldview. This can be seen both through God’s creative and Christ’s redemptive work:
Component
Theology

Passage
Gen. 1:1

Verse

View

In the beginning God …

Philosophy

Gen. 1:1

In the beginning God …

Ethics

Gen. 2:9

Knowledge of good & evil

Biology

Gen. 1:21

After their kind

Psychology

Gen. 2:7

Man became a living soul

Sociology
Law

Gen. 1:28
Gen. 3:11

Politics

Gen. 9:6

Be fruitful and multiply
I command thee …
Whoever sheds man’s blood,
by man shall his blood be
shed

Economics

Gen. 1:29

It shall be for food

History

Gen. 3:15

Seed of the woman,
seed of the serpent

God precedes all, and all finds meaning in Him
Time is a philosophical concept, as is knowledge
(epistemology) from Gen. 2:9 below
Right and wrong is determined by God, built on
His character and immutable attributes
Life begets life, following the same plan in turn
Hebrew nephesh, Greek psuche, where
Psychology is the study of soul
I.e. marriage. God established the family unit
God’s Law is the basis for our law
Justice is given as a responsibility to humans to
uphold, with worth based on God’s image in us
What we eat (needs) and money have always
been linked, with our needs and desires driving
the economic system—production should be
meaningful
The division and competition between these two
lines continues through all of history, even into
Revelation 12, waiting for judgment day

6

Summit (www.summit.org) is arguably the premiere (American) organization for grounding Christians in a Biblical
Worldview. Similarly helpful is Greg Koukl’s Stand to Reason ministry: www.str.org. In the Australian context, check
out Compass Ministries, Think Christianity, and The Millis Institute (broad liberal arts programme in Brisbane).
7

To explore more of David Noebel’s work, see Mind Siege, Battle for Truth, and Understanding the Times.
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Christ’s Dominion over All of Life:
THEOLOGY
>> Christ is the fullness of the Godhead (Colossians 2:9)
PHILOSOPHY
>> Christ is the Logos of God (John 1:1)
ETHICS
>> Christ is the true light (John 1:9, 3:19-20)
BIOLOGY
>> Christ is the life and creator (John 1:4, 11:25; Colossians 1:16)
PSYCHOLOGY
>> Christ is the Saviour (Luke 1:46-47; Titus 2:13)
SOCIOLOGY
>> Christ is the Son (Luke 1:30-31; Isaiah 9:6)
LAW
>> Christ is the lawgiver (Genesis 49:10; Isaiah 9:7)
POLITICS
>> Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords
(Revelation 19:16; 1 Timothy 6:15; Isaiah 9:6; Luke 1:33)
ECONOMICS
>> Christ is the owner of all things
(Psalm 24:1; 50:10-12; 1 Corinthians 10:26)
HISTORY
>> Christ is the Alpha and Omega, beginning and end (Revelation 1:8)
In turn, the Biblical worldview frames what we should teach our children:
THEOLOGY: love God (love Jesus – Matthew 18:6)
PHILOSOPHY: love wisdom and knowledge (Luke 2:52)
ETHICS: do good and avoid evil (love one another – John 15:12)
BIOLOGY: love life and lovingly steward this garden planet (Genesis 1:28; 2:15; John 6:35)
PSYCHOLOGY: feed the soul (love the Lord with all your Mind – Mark 12:30)
SOCIOLOGY: love family (love others), thus marriage (love father & mother – Eph. 6:2)
LAW: love law and order, seeking and loving justice (1 Corinthians 14:40)
ECONOMICS: love work (stewardship), e.g. John Wesley said of Christian economics, “Make all you can,
save all you can, and give all you can!” Love peaceful exchange of goods and services (Acts 5:1-4)
POLITICS: respect authority and love freedom, justice, and peace through strength
(2 Corinthians 3:17; Romans 13)
HISTORY: love and learn from history (1 Corinthians 10:1-15) - learn from the past and see God’s perfect
timing and hand in all of history, trusting God to bring all together for good
Obviously, Christianity is only one such worldview. In Noebel’s analysis,
“What’s happening in the world today is no more, and no less, than the clash of worldviews.”
In particular, our century is marked by the clash of six predominant ideologies:
Christianity; Islam; Marxism; Cosmic Humanism; Secular Humanism; Postmodernism.
“Each generation has to decide if Christ is superior to Nietzsche; if God is smarter than Plato;
if freedom is better than totalitarianism; if private property is superior to socialism;
if creationism is superior to evolution; if purpose and design are superior to chance;
if truth is better than falsehood; if beauty is better than ugliness; if love is better than hate;
if good is better than evil; if right is better than wrong; if heaven is better than hell;
if moral absolutes are better than moral relativism; if adoption is better than abortion;
if self-control is better than licentiousness; if individual responsibility is better than victimization;
if patriotism is better than globalism.”
“No compromise can exist between the worldviews on the fundamental level. Either the Christian correctly
describes reality when he speaks of a loving, just personal God and His incarnation and resurrection,
or he is talking nonsense. We cannot blend the basic claims of the Bible with the non-Christian claims
that man is inherently good and requires no saviour other than himself. Only one view properly
describes the cold hard facts of a Universe the Christians believe was created by God.”
<David Noebel>
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► Do you agree with Noebel’s analysis? What, if anything, does it lack, or misrepresent?
(The phrase, “ideational reductionism” springs to mind … something the work of
Charles Taylor with Modern Social Imaginaries and James Smith with Desiring the
Kingdom tries to correct)
► In what ways have you seen these various worldviews clash in our world today?
Must they conflict?
(cf. Samuel Huntington’s modern reworking of this thesis, The Clash of Civilizations
and the Remaking of the World Order [2011])
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4.5

Living Faithfully at the Crossroads
In light of the preceding notes and definitions, why does worldview matter? … Tell a partner.
What do Goheen and Bartholomew mean by “living faithfully at the crossroads”? (p8)

What two factors do you think are most important if this cross-road experience is to be a
“missionary encounter” rather than a “compromise”? Jot it down for yourself, then share.

4.6

Tying Together the Pieces (LC p27)

• Scripture
• Biblical theology (our narrative telling of the biblical story)
• Christian worldview (setting out of the comprehensive framework of a Christian’s basic beliefs about
things as embedded in the drama of Scripture in interaction with our culture’s basic beliefs)
• Systematic theology and Christian philosophy (which reflect on Christian beliefs at a more
theoretical level)
If our mission is to ‘faithfully improvise’, then we need to understand the Scriptures, see ourselves within
an ongoing story, operating within the broad parameters of our story as we interact wisely with
competing/alternative stories. Toward this end, we are assisted by systematic understanding of the
themes in Scripture, and a way of clearly reflecting on and thinking about what God has revealed.

4.7

Possible Criticisms of Christian Appropriation of ‘Worldview’

Goheen and Bartholomew (Living at the Crossroads, pp. 19-23) suggest five major criticisms of Christians
using ‘Worldview’ language:
1. Intellectualizes the gospel
2. Relativizes the gospel
3. Disconnected from Scripture and vulnerable to idolatrous spirits of the age
4. Leads to unhealthy activism
5. Leads to neglect the poor and marginalized
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Which objection most concerns you? How have you seen ‘worldview’ misused in this way?
Reflecting on James Smith’s comments on pp9-10 above (Desiring the Kingdom), which
objection of ‘worldview’ did he most strongly raise?
How might Smith’s anthropology and emphasis on worship (formative and embodied/material
practices that cultivate our desire/love for the Kingdom of God) correct the overly rational
tendency of worldview subjects like PE310/510?

5. VOCATIONAL REFLECTION + DOXOLOGY
Starting from Module 3, each student will take a turn sharing with
the class for 3-5 minutes concerning his or her main vocation, and
how to live faithfully at the crossroads:
Where do you see creational intent and cultural idolatry
in this vocation?
(designed for good  damaged by evil)
How might you participate redemptively with healing action
as you seek first the Kingdom of God?
(restored for better  sent together to heal the world
 a taste of when God sets everything right)

Remember, we are not simply “thinking things” but “desiring creatures”. Developing a Christian
Worldview is not just about understanding rightly, but loving truly. That is, we must be intentional in our
habitual practices (or ‘liturgies’) so that our hearts are formed to love the Kingdom of God. As J. I. Packer
was fond of saying, “All true theology begets doxology.” Learning is in the service of worship.
Thus, as we will do each week, let us close by singing the Doxology:

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Forum Activity Module 1
As part of engaging with the set text and extra required readings, address each required reading
for this module, and comment on at least one other person’s post to advance the dialogue.
Clearly address the following four categories:
-a question—something you don’t understand, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something with which you disagree, or want to further nuance
-an implication—‘so what’ for how this teaching shapes your worldview
-an application—something useful right now in your context, to live out the text
Be sure to post these thoughts prior to each week’s class, as we’ll use these reflections as the basis
for an in-class discussion, where you will be expected to contribute in response to the readings.

Put your response on the Moodle Forum (100 words+)
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Preparation for Next Week …
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide p7 … Post to the forum and come prepared to share on
each of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our apologetic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share a newspaper article or media clip concerning
events in the public square, and your initial reflections from a Christian worldview.
 If it’s your turn, come ready to share with the class for 3-5 minutes concerning your main
vocation (whether present or future). Where do you see creational intent and cultural
idolatry in this vocation (designed for good, damaged by evil)? How might you participate
redemptively with healing action (restored for better so we are sent together to heal the
world, a taste of when God sets everything right) as you seek first God’s Kingdom?

Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
What in this session is most significant to you personally,
in forming your own theology, life and thought?
Sometimes as I look at where Australian culture is headed—or even Western culture, more broadly—
I despair. Along with Vishal Mangalwadi, I ask “Must the sun set on the West?” From most accounts,
Churches are in decline, and far more Christians are drifting off into agnosticism and atheism—better
termed apatheism—than are finding their way to faith.8 Culture is changing, and we’re on the outer.
It’s tempting, like King David in Psalm 73, to complain. It’s tempting to give up and go with the flow.
And yet. ...
Going back over the material from the first session, I’m impacted again: The gospel is Good News! As
E. Stanley Jones was fond of saying, “The Kingdom of God is God’s total answer to humanity’s total
need.” It’s good news to the physically disinherited, the socially disinherited, the politically and
spiritually and mentally and environmentally disinherited. It’s what this world truly needs.
It’s not a pipe-dream. God has entered the space–time continuum He created, and through the
person of Jesus He has defeated all that conspires to drag us down. He has made a way to be
reconciled with our Father, and He is in the process of redeeming all of creation.
Armed with this expansive worldview, I’m inspired to enter the gospel story once more, on mission
for the sake of the world God loves. I’m challenged to become part of a community—the Church—
that reminds itself through humble practices like breaking bread and drinking wine, that God uses the
simple things of this world to shame the strong. He reaches the great by way of the least, and the
many by way of the few.
And we’re not alone. Across the globe many millions are bowing the knee to Jesus as Lord,
committing to carry this word with acts of love to the jungles in Latin America, the plains in Africa,
and the fields in China. May God bless our humble efforts in this post-Christian pocket of the world.

8

See, for instance, Tom Frame’s Losing My Religion: Unbelief in Australia (2009).
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