PC421/621-D
Module 1
Learning Guide
Who Needs Theology, Anyway?
Before you start...





Do 30-40 pages of pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide pp6-7 + ~p19ff: pdfs on Moodle)
Explore unit guide journal topics, getting ready to post to future forums (modules 2-11)
From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
If it’s your turn, come ready to share about a-z of everyday theology or a spiritual practice

1. INTRODUCTION
Welcome to “Theology for Everyday Life” (PC421/521-D). In this session we bring it back to square one:
What is theology, and Who needs theology, anyway? Perhaps these answers would have been helpful
before starting at Malyon … but better late than never!
In session one, we will explore the gap between our everyday life and reflection on our faith. What does it
mean, for instance, to drink coffee “to the glory of God”?
In session two, we will unpack what’s involved in this course, and set up some of our weekly “practices”.
That is, each week we will (a) hear from one student an “everyday theology” on one facet of his or her life;
and (b) learn from another student a “spiritual practice” to help direct our hearts to Christ throughout the
coming week. Then, we will break into groups of 3-4 (kept fairly constant across the semester) to (i) debrief
the readings; and (ii) discuss the journal/forum question or topic for that module.
In session three, we will form a working definition of “theology”, and consider why principled reflection on
God and what He has revealed is the “stuff” of a faithful and Christian way of life.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this module are to:
1. Explore the “gap” in one’s own life, between everyday living and your reflection on faith
2. Understand the what and why of theology
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, the student is expected to recognise the gap between our thinking and
doing of Christianity, and define “theology” en route to discovering a rationale for why it matters to you.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 9:20-10:10am, then 10:30-11:20am and 11:25am-12:15pm)
9:20 The “Everyday Gap”: All of Life for God’s Glory (50 minutes)
10:30 Student and Unit Introductions + Weekly Praxis (50 minutes)
11:25 Who Needs Theology, Anyway? (50 minutes)
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2. THE “EVERYDAY GAP”: ALL OF LIFE FOR GOD’S GLORY

Resource 1.1
As per the Unit Guide (~pp19ff), Moodle has pdfs for recommended and optional readings for Module 1:
Recommended Reading:
Robert Banks, “Setting the Scene,” in Redeeming the Routines: Bringing Theology to Life (Wheaton, Ill:
BridgePoint, 1993), 15-39 (+ notes pp191-192).
Stanley Grenz and Roger Olson, “Defining Theology,” in Who Needs Theology?: An Invitation to the Study of God
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 36-49.

Optional Reading:
Daniel Hames, “Why and How to do a Theology of Everything,” Theology Network online here (6pp).
Robert Banks and R. Paul Stephens, eds. The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity: An A-to-Z Guide to Following
Christ in Every Aspect of Life (InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, 1997), pp. vii-ix, 1161-1166 (students choose from
this list for their sharing spot).
Stanley Grenz and Roger Olson, “Everyone Is a Theologian,” in Who Needs Theology?: An Invitation to the Study of
God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 12-21.
Susan Johnstone, “Finding God in the Ordinary,” online here (2pp).
Explore the works of Michael Leunig here and here, to appreciate the intersection of the mundane and the
transcendent.
Explore “Theology of Everything” topics on Theology Network online here to see the scope of everyday theology,
alongside some of the journal articles submitted to the International Journal of Practical Theology online here.
Students are required to read 30-40 pages (for PC421 & 621 respectively) in preparation from the lecture. This must
include at least *one* recommended reading (see pre-readings on the Unit Guide Lecture Schedule, pp6-7), which
you must engage in the assessed journal entries (requirement 1) for modules 2-11. Additionally, you can make up
the remaining pages by drawing on any of the recommended or optional readings that are of interest. This is a key
component of your learning in this course. Alongside reviewing the lecture notes, this reading comprises 3 hours of
your 10 hours per week involvement (p4 Unit Guide).

2.1

Michael Leunig’s1

1

Each module we’ll open with a cartoon from Australian cartoonist Michael Leunig. While an unorthodox Christian,
Leunig exemplifies what it means to reflect upon everyday life. You might like to check out two of his books in the
Malyon Library: The Prayer Tree (242.8LEU) and Short Notes from the Long History of Happiness (741.5994LEU)
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Have you ever felt stuck in a rut? Trapped in a way of being that feels more like a prison than the path to
freedom? Or maybe you’re wondering why much of Sunday’s exhortation to “follow Jesus” seems strangely
disconnected from (or silent about) the stuff of your everyday life? How do we integrate our existence?
If you’ve ever wondered like this, then this course is for you. At the most basic level, it’s about reconnecting
our thinking about God and our doing of life Jesus’ way. It’s about every facet of our being—beliefs, desires
and actions—synergistically fused together for God’s glory.
It’s about forming and practicing a “theology for everyday life”.
A fundamental conviction of this course is that God can be experienced in the mundane moments … not
just when we’re hearing a sermon in a Church building, but also when we sweep the paths at home.
Countless times, every day, the transcendent Creator of all reveals Himself in our immanent frame. If we
have eyes to see, and ears to hear, these encounters offer fodder for theological reflection. In turn, we are
invited into a “near life experience” that produces truthful action to the glory of God.
In short, everyday life matters.
As Paul was prone to say:

“And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through him to God the Father. … So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God.”
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Corinthians 10:31)

2.2

Confronting the Gap

And yet, when’s the last time you heard a sermon meaningfully engage everyday matters like these … ?
 Eating  Showering  Exercise  Birthdays  Your Body  Commuting  Work  Sport
 Rest  Time  Ageing  Holidays  Singing  __________ …
What themes, then, most regularly feature in sermons and small groups and ‘Christian’ conversation?
 ____________  __________ ___________  ___________  ___________
Do you notice any common themes? _______________________________________________________
So, if all of life matters to God, why doesn’t all of life feature in our discipleship to Christ?
How did we end up with such a gap between our everyday living and our reflection on faith?
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Reflection Activity 1.1 – Distance Students
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on pp. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#1.1 Is there a ‘gap’ between your everyday living and your reflecting on faith? In what areas in
particular does this show up? And why does this gap exist?
Take, for instance, Robert Banks reflections in Redeeming the Routines (module 1 recommended reading):2
“Almost twenty-five years ago my wife and I were visited by a staff member from the seminary we had
recently attended. Having just joined the staff of a large city church in another state, we were pleased to
see a well-known face. To thank us for our hospitality, he left us a book called Christian Devotion by a wellknown Scottish author, John Baillie, which contained a chapter with the unusual title “A Theology of Sleep."
Was this a serious title or was the writer just catching our attention? After quoting Psalm 127:1-23 he
introduced the subject in the following way:
My subject is the theology of sleep. It is an unusual subject, but I make no apology for it. I
think we hear far too few sermons about sleep. After all, we spend a very large share of our
lives sleeping. I suppose that on average I’ve slept for eight hours out of every twenty-four
during the whole of my life, and that means I’ve slept for well over twenty years. …Don’t
you agree then that the Christian gospel should have something to say about the sleeping
third of our lives as well as about the waking two-thirds of them? I believe it has something
to say and that this text serves as a good beginning for the exposition of it.
Baillie's juxtaposition of ‘theology’ with something as mundane as ‘sleep’ came as a shock. Theology
only dealt with those lofty themes arising out of God’s plan of salvation. How could so routine—and
unconscious—an activity as sleep have anything to do with it? But the more I thought about it the
more I was convinced. Did not the Bible encourage us to view all our activities and responsibilities in
the light of Christ? If so, then it was proper to preach and teach on such a matter. And if it was
proper to do this, then theology should help clarify what should be said.”
 What’s your gut-level response to Banks’s thoughts? As Banks asks on p38, “Do you think there
can [or needs to] be a theology of sleep? If so, what is yours?”
Banks quotes Charles Cummings, a reflective practitioner (a “thinking-doer”) who has spent “a quarter of a
century of reflection on ordinary aspects of life” (p34):
“We may live in extraordinary times, but most of us spend the greater part of our existence doing quite
ordinary things. Our simple, everyday experiences can, however, put us in touch with the deepest mystery
of life. … Unfortunately the sameness and repetition of everyday activities can numb our awareness to the
power. We get nothing out of the ordinary, and so conclude that nothing of value is there. Instead we seek
extraordinary experiences and the special techniques that might induce such states. We put religious
experience too easily into the category of the unusual, and never expect to find God in the usual things we
do. The rich, spiritual dimension of our ordinary activities is thus lost to us.”4
 Share a time you sensed the sacred in a secular activity—the extraordinary piercing the ordinary.
Again, why is there a gap between our every day life and our theology of life? How might we close this gap?
2

Robert Banks, “Setting the Scene,” in Redeeming the Routines: Bringing Theology to Life (Wheaton, Ill: BridgePoint,
1993), 15-16.
3

“Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted. Unless the Lord protects a city, guarding it with
sentries will do no good. It is useless for you to work so hard from early morning until late at night, anxiously working
for food to eat; for God gives rest to his loved ones” (Psalm 127:1-2).
4

Banks, Redeeming the Routines, 34-35. Citing Charles Cummings, The Mystery of the Ordinary (New York: Harper &
Row, 1982), ix.
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2.3

Where’d the Time Go?

So far we’ve seen how many of our everyday activities fly under the theological radar.
But what about time?
Benjamin Franklin once said “Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is
made of.” Or, in more Biblical terms, we are invited to pray with Moses (who had forty years of wandering
time to reflect on some of his choices!):
“Seventy years are given to us! Some even live to eighty.
But even the best years are filled with pain and trouble;
soon they disappear, and we fly away.
Who can comprehend the power of your anger?
Your wrath is as awesome as the fear you deserve.
Teach us to realize the brevity of life,
so that we may grow in wisdom.”
(Psalm 90:10-12)
One of Australia’s leading financial institutions (AMP) released a 32 page report on how Australians invest
their lives. Here’s the kind of questions they raise in introducing the report:
“There are 24 hours in each day. Yet more now than ever, there just
doesn't seem to be enough time to fit everything in.
For many of us, the balance between work, family and social life is an
increasingly complicated exercise in time management. There's so much
we like to do with our time beyond the regular commitments of work
and family, whether it's to meet with friends, make the odd gym class,
help at the community centre or simply take time to relax with a good
book. However, the constant battle to juggle busy jobs, family needs and
home lives can leave little time for more than a rushed coffee with a
friend before running to the next meeting or picking up the kids from school.
So where does the time go? Are we satisfied with the time we're able to spend with our families, our
children, our friends? How much of our time can we volunteer for others? And do we leave enough time for
ourselves?
For those who work, it has become increasingly hard to keep to a regular nine-to-five working week, and
many are forced through job, time and financial pressures to work earlier in the morning, later at night, or
even at weekends.
More parents now work longer hours and are often working when their children are at home. The latest
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data show that around 30 per cent of men and 11 per cent of women
are working at 7am in the morning, with one in six men and one in seven women working at 7pm in the
evening. The same appears true at weekends, for both men and women. Indeed, a greater proportion of
women work between 6pm and 9pm on weekends than on weekdays.
There are risks associated with such extended working patterns. Research has found that children whose
parents work at weekends spend less time reading, less time on homework, and significantly more time
alone. Couples may look to divide between them the task of looking after their children, but this also can
lead to dissatisfaction with the loss of time spent together as a family.
The feeling of being rushed or pressed for time is often tiring and can be a source of stress. We expect
our partners to contribute to the care of the children and helping with the housework. But are we happy
with the help we get? And is there any difference between the sexes in what constitutes a fair share of
household tasks?”5
5

AMP, “Race Against Time: How Australians Spend Their Time,” AMP.NATSEM Income and Wealth Report, Iss. 30
(November 2011), 3, http://media.corporate-ir.net/media_files/IROL/21/219073/AMP_NATSEM_
Income_&_Wealth_Report_Race_against_time.pdf (accessed June 5, 2013). [Uploaded to Moodle, Module 1.]
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 Which of these questions resonates most with you? Why?
 Have you ever evaluated how you spend your time? What would you expect to find?
Watch this youtube video (or a similar clip on the value of time here):

 What’s your first response?
 What does this video assume about how we spend our lives? Is it a truly Biblical take on time?
Watching videos like this can easily make one feel guilty. “Well, look at all those things you do … and
couldn’t you have just given a little more of your time to the Lord?”
Perhaps this is a good thing. Maybe we don’t invest our time in a godly way?
That said, this implicitly communicates that the only investment of time that counts is “spiritual activities”
like prayer, reading Scripture, and serving through the Church—especially on a Sunday.
But if God truly is “Lord of all eternity” then surely our time spent talking on the phone or sitting on the loo
is equally His? (An interesting thought you can ponder on the porcelain!)
The point is this: unless we “count” our days aright, how will we know the investment we make? Keeping
tabs on our time is not about prizing work over rest, or prayer over play. It is about being more reflective
about how our whole life—every minute of every day—may be directed to the glory of God.
So, in this course (Modules 2-11) you’ll need to set up a log (e.g. excel spread sheet) of sorts to keep tabs
on your time. Alongside weekly journal entries, you’ll be expected to mull over your minutes.

Class Activity 1.1 – 5 minutes
In pairs, discuss how you might keep tabs on your time across this course. What would you like to
measure, so you might be more intentional with your life for God’s glory? Briefly share what you expect
to find, and what you hope to achieve.
According to the Unit Guide, Assessment Requirement 1 (PC421; or Requirement 2 for PC621), each
journal entry (starting module 2) must include:
a.
Your personal experience of and Christian reflection on the assigned practice for the module.
Be sure to reference at least one of the pre-readings each entry
b.
A brief statement about your use of your time during the previous week, together with a
concise self-evaluation.
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2.4

Wisdom for Crises

Beyond reflecting on everyday activities and time, how do we go when faced with challenging
circumstances? Do we have the theological resources to wisely respond?
On pages 16-24, Banks explores four scenes from everyday life:
Chris: A Work-related Problem … a faithful worker with a sick wife and a busy church, struggling to
meet competing demands for his time. Where should he invest, and what is godly “excellence”?
Robyn: A Leisure Time Dilemma ... a talented soccer coach serving well in the lower divisions,
asked to sacrifice her best players for the struggling top division team. Should she concede, and
what is godly “community”?
Jan: A Role Definition Dilemma … a well qualified woman whose young kids are now all at school,
considers re-entering the work force but lacks her husband’s support. How can she balance time,
and what is a wife’s “duty”?
Neil & Sue: A Life-Stage Decision … Soon to be retirees are transitioning in search of new creative
expressions in their vocation, but will struggle to make ends meet. How does vocation relate to
work, and what is a faithful “risk”?

On a 10 point scale (10 is strongly agree, 1 is strongly disagree), where would you sit?
In facing the practical problems in my life, I have wisdom to respond:
<1-----------------------------------------------------------------------5-------------------------------------------------------------10>
In processing these problems, I have a clear method of theological reflection:
<1-----------------------------------------------------------------------5-------------------------------------------------------------10>

Class Activity 1.2 … Case Study – 10 minutes
Take a slip of paper, and spend 5 minutes writing out an anonymous complex situation that you
personally and presently facing. …
who is involved (use initials for names, e.g. ‘A’);
what is the situation and problem;
why is it difficult to resolve?
Clearly we need wisdom for such situations.
So, crystallise the problem into 1-3 questions that need answering.
When you’re finished, fold up your paper slip, and stick it in the jar at the front of the class. We’ll delve
into these across the course in the middle session of the module, to practice our “five movement” model
of theological reflection (introduced in module 2).

2.5

“Whether You Eat or Drink …”

Earlier Paul exhorted us to do everything for the glory of God, including our eating and drinking (1
Corinthians 10:31). Granted, his particular context was dealing with the contentious first century issue of
eating and drinking in pagan temples with meat offered to idols—a massive stumbling block for new
converts. Nevertheless, if all of life matters, then so too does our eating and drinking.
Before we move into an overview of the course, and get to know each other, let’s try one more activity.
Might there be a theology for one of our favourite and slightly-guilty pleasures?
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Class Activity 1.3 – 10 minutes
In groups of 4, you have 5 minutes to reflect upon the everyday activity of drinking coffee. Jot down as
many meaningful theological reflections on this pleasurable pastime as you can.
You can use any approach you like, for instance thinking of coffee drinking through the frame of “the big
story”: creation, fall, Israel, Jesus, Church, New Creation.
Now, pair up with one other group and share your insights.
Finally, rejoin as a class and read the poem below by Steve Turner.
White with Two Sugars (Please)
Coffee gives you
a legal shot of
energy when your
eyelids are feeling
down.
Coffee kills time
when you’re washed
ashore on the streets
of London.
(Coffee can even
help rainstorms
disappear.)

Acquaintanceships end
on the doorstep but
friendships begin
with a coffee.

Coffee is something
to dangle your lips
in when conversation
is scarce.

Coffee can be
appreciated by all
generations.
Coffee is multilingual,
multi-racial, liquid esperanto.
Yes.
There’s something quite
religious about coffee.

Coffee is a good
place to take a
new friend.
(Coffee is an excuse
to stay half an hour
longer.) …

That’s most definitely the vibe of this course … “There’s something quite religious about coffee.” Indeed,
there’s something quite “religious” about every aspect of everyday life. And thank God for that!

Reflection Activity 1.2 – Distance Students
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on pp. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#1.2 Work through the “Coffee” activity immediately above, and record your reflections.
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3. STUDENT & UNIT INTRODUCTION + READING REVIEW
Over the next thirteen weeks we’ll be journeying together as we reflect on everyday life. At the heart of
this must be our share life of love: God’s love for God (perichoresis, or the divine dancing around in love for
all eternity between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), which overflows into God’s love for us. In turn, as we
respond to God’s love, we are freed to love each other and enter into the fellowship of God.
So … all of this begins quite simply by putting a name to a face, and hearing each other’s heart:
Who are you?
With which church are you connected?
What is your primary (present or future) vocation? (e.g. artist, teacher, mum?)
Why have you chosen to study this subject, Theology for Everyday Life?
(For those students who are new to doing a class with me, it would be fantastic if you could type out these
details on one A4 page to submit in next week’s class. Please include a photo of yourself, and maybe one
more detail: something memorable or unusual about you, or an interesting story, so I won’t forget!)
Discuss Unit Guide

|

Pay particular attention to assessment requirements and pre-reading

In coming modules, the middle session will be dedicated primarily to small group work and student input.
These will become our weekly praxis … reflecting on our everyday practices, and how we’re journeying
through the course materials.
To help me allocate students to share, each of you is to write your name on a slip of paper and put it in the
container at the front of class. Starting **next week** one student will share a theology of everyday life
(related to the assigned letters, e.g. A-C in module 2, in the unit guide, pp6-7), and another student will
share a spiritual practice/discipline that we can try out during the following week as a way of staying alert
to God’s presence throughout every minute of every daily activity. In the words of Brother Lawrence, this
will help us “practice the presence of God”.
 WRITE YOUR NAME ON A PAPER SLIP, AND WE’LL SELECT MODULE 2’S CONTRIBUTORS:
A-C OF EVERYDAY THEOLOGY: _________________ SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: ____________________
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(Future)

Class Activity 1.4 … A-Z of Everyday Theology (5 mins)

Most modules (2-7, 9-10 + 12), one pre-selected student will share a theology of everyday life related to
one of the assigned letters (see the unite guide pp6-7, or below). That is, use the pdf under module 1
optional readings “The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity (Banks and Stephens)”. Here’s the
reference, found on hold in Malyon’s Library (248.03 BAN):
Banks, Robert J, and R Paul Stephens (eds). The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity: An A-to-Z Guide
to Following Christ in Every Aspect of Life. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997).
On pages 1161-1166 you’ll find an alphabetical index of all the topics covered in this book. Each entry is
fairly short, normally 3-5 pages, so you can either skim it in the library, or photocopy it for later
reference. Choose a topic that interest you. In all this should take you at most 30 minutes to prepare …
don’t go overboard, and it’s not for marks! Prepare to share some thoughts for 5 minutes in class,
covering:
1. What aspect of everyday life you’re focusing on, and what it looks like in your life (tell a story to
describe it, or put it in a scenario): What is going on?
2. Interpret this everyday action in the context of your life, drawing on insights from whatever
sources help you better understand your actions (e.g. secular sources like science, sociology, and
definitely Scripture and/or tradition): Why is this going on?
3. What are 2 key questions we might all ask ourselves to better reflect on this aspect of everyday
life as we seek truthful action?
4. Drawing especially on Scripture, what are some wise principles (phronēsis) that might shape how
we integrate our theology and practices (praxis), changing our habits in seeking first Christ’s
Kingdom to the glory of God? That is, how will you act differently for having reflected on this?
What ought to be going on, and How might we respond?
5. We’ll then close this segment as one other student prays for you, and the class, that we may live
faithfully every day as we follow Christ.
In simplest terms, tell a story drawing out this aspect of your everyday life, to answer 3 key questions:
What is going on and why? What ought to be going on? How might we respond?6
Here are your letter options for each week:
MODULE 02: A-C (Student: _______________)
MODULE 04: G-I (Student: _______________)
MODULE 06: M-O (Student: ______________)
MODULE 08: Skip this week
MODULE 10: V-X (Student: _______________)

MODULE 03: D-F (Student: _______________)
MODULE 05: J-L (Student: _______________)
MODULE 07: P-R (Student: _______________)
MODULE 09: S-U (Student: _______________)
MODULE 12: Y-Z (Student: _______________)

6

These questions are posed by Graham Stanton, “Reforming ‘Practical Theology’: Can a Reformed Theologian have
Their Scripture and Practice Too?.” St. Mark’s Review 224 (May 2013), 23, http://search.informit.com.au/
documentSummary;dn=136898995848871;res=IELHSS (accessed June 5, 2013). This article is posted to Moodle,
Module 1, Extra Resources. Stanton is simplifying Richard Osmer’s four questions in Practical Theology: An
Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008), 4.
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Class Activity 1.5 … Practicing God’s Presence (5 mins)

Starting from module 2, one pre-selected student each week will share an everyday practice (‘spiritual
discipline’) that keeps you alert to God’s presence throughout the week. It could be something you do
to keep you from sin, to redirect your focus, to remind you to pray, to dedicate your day to God, to
centre your heart, to alleviate anxiety, to count your many blessings … whatever it is, this practice should
engage your whole being (“loving the Lord your God with your whole heart, soul, mind, and strength,”
so, it should be bodily as well, not just a cognitive exercise).
Simply share on these points:
1. What is the practice: explain and demonstrate it, explaining the idea behind this particular action
2. Share how you’ve gone putting it into practice – e.g. what works, what doesn’t work, what effect
has it had, any practical tips?
3. How might we as a group try it out this coming week? (We debrief this next module)
4. Which fruit of the Spirit will it help cultivate? (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control)
If you want more guidance and ideas for topics, check out these sources in the library [248.4]:
Bass, Dorothy C., and Mary Shawn Copeland. Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching People, revised 2nd
edition. Hoboken, N.J: Jossey-Bass, 2010. [248.4 BAS]
Benedict, and Luke Dysinger. The Rule of St. Benedict: Latin & English. Trabuco Canyon, Calif: Source Books, 1997.
Online here.
Calhoun, Adele Ahlberg. Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Practices That Transform Us. Downers Grove, Ill:
InterVarsity Press, 2005. [248.4 CAL]
Foster, Richard J. Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth. London: H&S, 1980. [248.4 FOS]
Lawrence. The Practice of the Presence of God, Being Conversations and Letters of Nicholas Herman of Lorraine,
Brother Lawrence. Westwood, N.J.: Revell, 1958. [209.2 LAW]
Ortberg, John. The Life You've Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People. Johannesburg: Struik
Christian Books, 2005.
Scazzero, Peter. Daily Office: Remembering God's Presence Throughout the Day: Begin the Journey. Barrington,
IL: Willow Creek Assn, 2008. [242.2 SCA]
Shamy, Andrew, Sam Bloore and Roshan Allpress. The Hare and the Tortoise: Learning to Pace Ourselves in a World
Gone Mad. Lynfield, Auckland: Compass Foundation, 2011. [248.4 SHA]
Stevens, R. Paul. Disciplines of the Hungry Heart: Christian Living Seven Days a Week. Wheaton, Ill: H. Shaw, 1993.
[248.4 STE]
Volf, Miroslav, and Dorothy C. Bass. Practicing Theology: Beliefs and Practices in Christian Life. Grand Rapids, Mich:
Eerdmans, 2002. [230 VOL]
Willard, Dallas. Renovation of the Heart: Putting on the Character of Christ.
Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 2002. [248.4 WIL]
Willard, Dallas. The Spirit of the Disciplines: Understanding How God Changes Lives.
London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1996. [online here]

Here is a quick list of the disciplines mentioned in Foster's book (see also here):
Inner Disciplines: Meditation | Prayer | Fasting | Study
Outer Disciplines: Simplicity | Solitude | Submission | Service
Corporate Disciplines: Confession | Worship | Guidance | Celebration
Remember, spiritual disciplines include activities like hospitality, singing, “the Jesus prayer” and more.
You’re only limited by your imagination: whatever thick practices that form new habits that shape your
heart towards the Kingdom of God are ripe for exploring! (See Christ’s Pieces Practices here.)
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Class Activity 1.6 … Group Time (35 mins)

Each module we’ll break into the same small groups of ~3-4 people. You can join with who you like, and
change around if you’d rather, but can I suggest you find a stable group of the same sex. This will help in
debriefing some more personal journal questions as the course progresses.
Here’s the things you’re to work through:
1) Which of the pre-readings did you engage? Share a brief summary of the key points. (You may
even find it helpful during this time to divvy up the next module’s readings, so between you
they’re all covered.) [5 minutes]
2) From what you read, debrief using these four aspects [10-15 minutes]
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for your theology of everyday life
-an application—something useful right now in your context
(It’s helpful to jot notes using these 4 themes (Q/C/I/A) as you read outside class. This helps you engage
what’s said, without getting too hung up on the details as you’re not examined on this. That said, each
journal entry you need to engage with *one* of the recommended readings.)
3) Debrief the previous module, keeping it at the level of what it means in your life as you seek to
integrate your theology and your everyday activities. Focus in on the RELATED JOURNAL
QUESTION for modules 2-11 (discussed and due in weeks 3-12). Pray for each other [15 minutes]
e.g. Journal #1 (re: module 2, discussed during module 2 but due before module 3): How intentional are
you at reflecting on your faithfulness to Christ in everyday life? Thinking on the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5-7), where are the largest gaps between your beliefs and practices?
(n.b. Moodle has the journal question as a FORUM under each module, 2-11. You don’t have to post your
150-200 word reflections onto this forum—especially if it’s more personal than you want to reveal—
however doing this weekly may be a helpful discipline to process as the course progresses rather than
leaving it to the last minute. Additionally, it engages the online students as you share your thoughts and
respond to what others share. So, give it a go!)
4) Offer a brief statement about your use of your time during the previous week, together with a
concise self-evaluation. How did you go with trialling the student-led spiritual discipline from last
module, trying to “practice the presence of God” in your everyday life? [5mins]
5) If you finish all this with time left, then grab a case study from the jar, and work through these
questions: What is going on and why? What ought to be going on? How might we respond?
(Across this course, our hope is that theological reflection on all of life would become second nature.
While it’s not the simplest model, I think the “five movement” adaptation of Richard Osmer’s approach is
a great frame. Why not try it with the case study above? Or, use any of the following …)

Who Needs Theology, Anyway?

Module 1-13

PC421/621-D

Models of Theological Reflection – try these out with the Case Studies:
A. Simple = See  Judge  Act
1. What is going on and why?
2. What ought to be going on?
3. How might we respond?

Every model of theological reflection—regardless of
the number of steps—should be concerned with
explaining a practical situation, understanding the
situation through a dialogue between secular and
theological perspectives, and finally changing the
situation with renewed praxis.7
B. Intermediate = The Pastoral Cycle8
Experience (of the concrete tension in a local context) 
Exploration (analysis of the situation through insights from secular and
religious critical perspectives) 
Reflection (seeking to correlate these insights toward guides for action) 
Action (new practices directed by reflective-practitioners that, once
implemented, start another progressive spiral)

C. Advanced = “Five Movements” and DECIDE9

Describe: Describe the social condition, individual or group practice, activity or behaviour that you
are addressing.

Explore: Explore alternative non-theological models of explanation or understandings of this
condition.

Consider Christian Resources: Consider what biblical studies, historical theology, systematic
theology, church history and other Christian resources might relate to the condition being studied.

Integrate/Inform: Compare Christian resources with nontheological models to determine how
they relate.

Develop: Develop a practical, concrete new action that can lead to new practices to transform the
condition.

Evaluate: Evaluate intended and unintended consequences of new action and practice.

7

Gerben Heitink, Practical Theology: History, Theory, Action Domains (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999), 6, 165.

8

See Elaine Graham, Heather Walton, and Frances Ward, “Theology-in-Action: Praxis,” in Theological Reflection:
Methods (London: SCM, 2005), 188-191; Paul Ballard and John Pritchard, Practical Theology in Action: Christian
Thinking in the Service of Church and Society (London: SPCK, 1996), 18, 67, 74-78, 118-119.
9

Drawn from my adaptation of Osmer, Practical Theology, 4, 10-11; DECIDE comes from Paul Shrier (2010), cited by
Graham Stanton, “Reforming ‘Practical Theology’,” 23-24, 27 (n.26); “Christopraxis” comes from Ray Anderson, The
Shape of Practical Theology: Empowering Ministry with Theological Praxis (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
2001), 7, 29-31, 47-60.
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Whatever your model of theological reflection, you should draw on three primary theological resources:
 Scripture and Theology (this is the “normative-hermeneutical” source, cf. Module 3)
 Cultural sources such as science, psychology, philosophy etc. (this is the “situational-empirical”
source, cf. Module 5)
 Personal reflection (this is the “experiential-strategic” source, cf. Module 5)
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4. WHO NEEDS THELOGY, ANYWAY?
What is theology, anyway? If this course is all about a “theology” of everyday life, we’d better unpack what
this term means. So, let’s see what you think …

Class Activity 1.7 … What Is Theology? (20 minutes)
Let’s try some word-association.
When I say THEOLOGIAN, you think … _________?
When I say THEOLOGY, you think … _________?
 As an individual, DRAW an image that represents the kind of picture that came to mind.
(Don’t worry if your drawing is woeful!)
 Join with one other person. Share what WORDS came to mind, and help them understand what you
were getting at with the pictures you DREW.
 Join with two other people. Discuss what experiences—both good and bad—you’ve had that have
shaped these particular associations.
 Go around the group and each share the *most important reason* that you came to study at a
“theological” College.
What were you hoping to get out of studying at Malyon?
Does this hope/desire align with the words and images you wrote and drew? Why, or why not?
 Based upon these reflections, as an individual, jot down a one-sentence working definition of
theology
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
 Each share your definitions, and crystallise where you agreed or disagreed. Now, come up with a
group definition of “theology” and write it in the space below:
Theology is
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
 Each group is to write their definition up on the white-board. Based on all of this, how might we
define theology?
Theology is
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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4.1

Am I a “Theologian”?

Watch this video clip as an American Pastor (C. Michael Patton) describes theology:

 What struck you most in his description?
 How is this similar to, or different, our class definition?
 Does his explanation make you more or less excited about studying “theology”? Why?
In the recommended reading from Grenz and Olson, they offer a number of definitions of theology, moving
from simple to complex.10
“Theology is any reflection on the ultimate questions of life that point toward God” (13)
“Theology is any thinking, reflecting or contemplating on the reality of God
– even on the question of God” (14)
Following Augustine and Anselm of Centerbury, theology is “faith seeking understanding” …
“Credo ut intelligam”—“I believe in order that I may understand” (16)
“Christian theology is reflecting on and articulating the beliefs about God and the world that Christians
share as followers of Jesus Christ” (38)
“Christian theology is reflecting on and articulating the God-centred life and beliefs that we share as
followers of Jesus Christ, and it is done that God might be glorified in all we are and do” (52)
 Which definition do you like the best? Why?

10

See Stanley Grenz and Roger Olson, “Defining Theology,” in Who Needs Theology?: An Invitation to the Study of God
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 36-49. This final definition (p52) leads to the “two major tasks of
theology” (p69, also 80). That is, reflecting lies behind the critical task of “examin[ing] beliefs and teaching about God,
ourselves and the world in light of Christian sources, especially the primary norm of the biblical message” (70). This
includes responding to false teaching/heresy. Articulating lies behind the constructive task of “set[ting] forth the unity
and coherence of the biblical teaching about God, ourselves and the world in the context in which God calls us to be
disciples. This goes well beyond critically examining and categorizing Christian beliefs to attempting to construct and
unify Christian doctrines and relate them faithfully and relevantly to contemporary culture” (77). This is the kind of
work we’ll focus on in this subject, constructing various “theologies for everyday life”.
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 Based upon all of this input, come up with your own one-sentence definition of theology.
Theology is _____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
 Based upon your definition, are YOU a theologian? If so, in what sense and why?
 Why is it essential to be a theologian just to engage everyday life? That is, in what sense does
“theology ground Christian living” (Grenz and Olson, p42). Give an example from your own life.

4.2

Navigating the Dangers: The Good, Bad, and Ugly of Theologising

Perhaps when you told friends and family that you were committing time and money to studying at a
“theological” college, everyone gave you a big group hug and said “Well it’s about time … what could be
more important?” Then again, I’ve been around long enough to know this probably wasn’t the case …
A friend of mine, who fairly recently become a Christian, was very excited to enrol at Theological College. In
her mind, what could be more important than “thinking about God”? He’s the Creator of all, and the object
of her affection. He designed us to get the most out of life, so surely any energy spent building solid
foundations will be returned in spades as you learn to live faithfully in the everyday.
Unfortunately, others didn’t see it this way. Her non-Christian family interpreted this “getting serious about
her faith” as “falling in with a cult”. They gave an ultimatum: leave college or you’re on your own. Expecting
consolation from her local church, she was stunned to be interrogated about her motives. “Are you hoping
to get a job here? I’m not sure if there any opportunities.” One of the Pastors asked if she had clearly heard
God calling her study theology. Perhaps she should get an undergraduate degree at university first, so she
has a safe-bet with work. (With or without a clear calling, was the insinuation, setting up a dualism.)
Besides, too much study can dull your faith … you’ll lose the passion, killed by the dead letter of the “law”.
Scare-quotes surrounded words like “legalism” and “intellectual”—all of which flew over her head
anyway—and these were played off against the simple way of following Jesus by listening to the Spirit and
just reading your Bible and doing what it says. As Grenz and Olson quote one Bible teacher (p12), “Happy is
the Christian who has never met a theologian!” Maybe you, too, believe that “theology is nothing but a
poor substitute for a personal relationship with God!”
 Have you ever heard similar things? When you told others you were going to Bible College,
what were the main things you heard either
o encouraging you to go
o discouraging you from going
 Is there “truth” in these discouraging messages? Share one truth you’ve experienced.
 Where do such critiques get it wrong?
 Why should Christianity involve “reflection”? Shouldn’t it simply be accepting what God says
and doing it? “God says it, I believe it, that settles it!” … Even if you accept the infallibility of Scripture,
where’s the problem with this line of thought?
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 What makes the difference between “good” and “bad” theological education?
 How do our earlier definitions challenge those who reject theology and theologians altogether?
Some Christians think that “theology” is an optional-extra for the Christian life.
Yet, as Grenz and Olson conclude chapter 1,
“because Christians are people who believe in God and also believe that God relates to them in special
ways (through God’s Word, grace, faith, prayer and so on), they would do well to explore the meaning of
God and try to get to know God as thoroughly as possible with their whole being – mind as well as heart.
They should recognise themselves as lay theologians and appreciate the help they might receive from more
formal, professional theologians” (p20).
Bottom line: You are already a theologian, even if you are “anonymous” and don’t know it (p13)!
The real question is how good (read “faithful”) you are at it.

4.3

Not All Theologies Are Equal

So, theology is part-and-parcel of the Christian life. At its worst, it’s a necessary evil—either too simplistic
and misguided, or so abstract and irrelevant that it distracts you from the main game of following Christ.
BUT, at its best, good theology is an incredible resource for your faith.
In chapter 2, Grenz and Olson outline how theology lies along a spectrum of reflection (p26):
(Least reflective)
(Most reflective)
folk------------------------lay------------------------ministerial----------------------professional--------------academic
theology
theology
theology
theology
theology
 Without naming names or falling into judgment, where have you seen each of the following …
Folk theology:
“Unreflective believing based on blind faith in a tradition of some kind” (27). Deep spiritual piety and
intellectual reflection are considered antithetical to one another; folk theology is intensely experiential and
pragmatic. (Of course it is still theology – bad theology – even its practitioners would not call it theology!)
Chief characteristic: “its attachment of unquestioning belief to these highly informal, unsubstantiated oral
traditions and its refusal to measure them by any kinds of warrants (grounds for believing)” (28).
Chief dangers: “It encourages gullibility, vicarious spirituality and simplistic answers to difficult dilemmas
that arise from being followers of Jesus Christ in a largely secular and pagan world. It stunts growth and
blunts the influence of Christianity in the world” (29).
Lay theology:
A significant advance! It “seeks with what means it has to bring Christian beliefs into a well-founded,
coherent whole by questioning unfounded traditions and expunging blatant contradictions” (29-30).
Ministerial theology:
This is “reflective faith as practiced by trained ministers and teachers in Christian churches” (31);
a greater level of reflection than lay theology, but not as intensive as professional theology.
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Professional theology:
This is “further along the spectrum of reflection and professional preparation” (31). Two stories:
1) A poor Christian wandering in a darkening forest with one little candle to show the way; along came a
theologian and blew it out!
2) A poor Christian wandering around in a darkening forest with only a dim torch to show the way; along
came a theologian and gave him a new set of batteries! Professional theology should play a servant role,
not a lordly role! That is, at its best, trained theologians serve to illuminate the path, not confuse or
discourage the faithful.
Academic theology:
Highly speculative, virtually philosophical theology, disconnected from the church, aimed at other
theologians. Equal and opposite to folk theology. But these (thankfully!) are not the only two options!
Lay, ministerial and professional theologies are important and need each other! Without ministerial and
professional theology, lay theology tends to slide backwards into folk theology. Without lay theology,
ministerial and especially professional theology tend to slide into academic theology. Every Christian
should at least do lay theology.
Again, the question is not
“to theologise or not to theologise”.
Rather, the question is
“What kind of theologian am I?”
 After reading each descriptive, place yourself with an ‘X’ on the continuum.
 How might you avoid the dangers of folk and academic theology (gullibility and irrelevance,
respectively), while building bridges to access the resources of lay, ministerial and professional theologians
(practical wisdom, Scriptural insight, & precision of thought, respectively)?

4.4

How to Study Theology without Losing Your Faith

Theology is often called the “science” or “study” of God (-logy meaning
word/logic/study, thus connected with “scientia” meaning knowledge). A
standard dictionary definition recounted by Grenz and Olson says “Theology
is the study of God, his attributes, and his relationship with man and the
universe” (p37). As they note, this sounds awfully sterile. That is, it sounds
too scientific: numbers, facts, charts, data.
Bruce Hindmarsh (Regent College, Director of “Spiritual Theology”) says that
there is a danger in clinical scientific study of any phenomenon.
Think of high school biology. You can only train the microscope on a hardpressed slide. Like studying a tissue sample from a frog, we tend to kill that
which we examine. (Think of the last relationship you ruined by
overanalysis!)
In much the same way, if your approach to theology reduces God to one
phenomenon among many, you may well diminish and destroy your
appreciation of the dynamic and triune Creator in whom we live, move, and
have our being. He is the ground of all being, not simply another fact to
acquire or equation to master.
 Can studying theology kill your faith? (See youtube clip here for insight.) How, and why?
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This danger holds whether you’re studying … 11
Philosophical (Fundamental) Theology: Like the roots of a
tree, fundamental theology is more like our ground level
philosophy of God, dealing with first principles, truth claims,
and the ideas driving Christianity. “Philosophical theology is a
term used to describe the process of doing theology with the
aid and support of philosophical reflection, language, and
methods. Philosophical theology is sometimes viewed as a
sub-category of philosophy of religion, providing ways to
understand different doctrines or theological concepts
through the use of philosophy”
(http://www.theopedia.com/Philosophical_theology).
Biblical Theology: Also connected with the roots of the tree,
our primary source and nutrients for theologising is what God
has revealed. “Biblical theology seeks to discover what the
biblical writers, under divine guidance, believed, described, and taught in the context of
their own times. It is based first and foremost on the Bible itself, and takes the Scriptures as
they are given to us to be the inspired, authoritative word of God”
(http://www.theopedia.com/Biblical_theology).
Historical Theology: From the roots, we move to the tree’s trunk. Here we consider how
these ideas have been conceived across time by the Christian community. “Historical
theology integrates the thoughts of other Christians throughout the centuries since the
times of the Bible. Church history is of vital importance to historical theology since it
provides theology the context in which it was produced and defined. Systematic Theology
attempts to create a statement of faith explaining the leading doctrines of the Christian
Bible. Historical Theology, then, embodies both of these concepts as a way of informing
theologians as to what has been believed in the past, and as to what corrections,
improvements, or adherence ought to be made in the present based on that information”
(http://www.theopedia.com/Historical_theology;
http://www.theopedia.com/Systematic_theology).
Practical Theology: Like the branches and fruit of a tree, fed by life-giving sap from the
other forms of theology, “practical” theology is especially focused on how followers of Jesus
in community (the Church) enact their faith. “Sometimes called pastoral theology or
spiritual theology, [this] is theological reflection which proceeds from divine revelation and
focuses on the church's life and its ongoing growth in Jesus Christ”
(http://www.theopedia.com/Practical_theology).
(As we’ll see next week, theory and practice are much more enmeshed than this suggests.12)

11

For these definitions, I’m drawing upon Friedrich Schleiermacher, Brief Outline of the Study of Theology (Edinburgh:
T & T Clark, 1850 [1811]), 187 (section 257) and his image of theology as a tree; also David Tracy, The Analogical
Imagination: Christian Theology and the Culture of Pluralism (New York: Crossroad, 1981), 51.
12

See Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, Prelude to Practical Theology: Variations on Theory and Practice (Nashville, TN:
Abingdon Press, 2008), 2-3, 5-6.
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As such, Hindmarsh suggests that all theology is better understood as “open heart surgery”. If you want to
study theology without losing your faith, you need to allow what you learn to shed light on your own heart,
as it is expressed in the everyday. How does what you’re learning encourage you in your walk? How does it
challenge the way you presently live? How does it open your eyes to God’s glory?
“For the Word [logos] of God is full of living power. It is sharper than the sharpest knife, cutting deep into
our innermost thoughts and desires. It exposes us for what we really are. Nothing in all creation can hide
from him. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes. This is the God who whom we must explain all
that we have done” (Hebrews 4:12-13, NLT)
 Share a time that theology (thinking about God, faith seeking understanding) functioned like
open heart surgery under Jesus’ knife
We are called to love God with our whole being, and this includes our minds—avoiding idolatry by thinking
faithfully about who God is. Thus, “good” theology pleases God.
As J. I. Packer was fond of saying, “theology begets doxology.” That is, all our thinking about God and what
He has revealed (theology) serves the purpose of worshipping God (doxology). This should permeate one’s
whole life, expressed in how we love God, love others, love ourselves, and lovingly cultivate God’s creation.
 Share a time that theology propelled you to worship God, love others, and care for this world

4.5

So … why do you need theology?

Grenz and Olson answer this question thus:
“Who needs theology? Anyone who is already engaged in a particular study and practicing a discipline
needs to reflect on it ever more deeply. So you—like everyone else—need theology, because, insofar as
you are a thinking person who at least occasionally reflects on life’s ultimate questions and a Christian who
seeks to understand and apply God’s Word, you are doing theology. Theology is not, as many wrongly
suppose, a kind of esoteric knowledge possessed by a few superior intellectuals. It is simply faith seeking
understanding. And insofar as ordinary Christians seek answers to questions that naturally arise out of
faith, they are already doing Christian theology” (24).
Now, having worked through this session, if a friend (Christian or otherwise) probes,
“Why go to Bible College? Who needs theology, anyway?”
 … how might you respond? (Get creative, and think of a meaningful yet clever one-liner!)
I need theology because___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection Activities 1.3-1.4 – Distance Students
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on pp. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#1.3 After working through the class activity and input above, come up with your own one sentence
definition of “theology”.
#1.4 Given this definition, in what sense are *you* (and, indeed, every other Christian) a “theologian”?
Why is it essential to be a theologian just to engage everyday life? Give an example. That is, if you
were asked “Who needs theology, anyway?” how could you respond?
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As we close this module, we must remember that we are not simply “thinking things” but “desiring
creatures”. Developing a “theology for everyday life” is not just about understanding rightly, but loving
truly. That is, we must be intentional in our habitual practices (or ‘liturgies’) so that our hearts are
formed to love the Kingdom of God. Again, “theology begets doxology”. Learning is in the service of
worship. Thus, as we will do each week, let us close by singing the Doxology (also here).

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(Sample) Forum Activity for Module 2
Journal #1 (re: module 2, due before class module 3):
How intentional are you at reflecting on your faithfulness to Christ in everyday life? Thinking on the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), where are the largest gaps between your beliefs and practices?
In each of weeks 3 through 12 (inclusive) of the semester, please submit a 150-200 word journal entry on
the previous module’s topic comprising:
a. Your personal experience of and Christian reflection on the assigned practice for the module.
(Be sure to reference at least one of the pre-readings each entry)
b. A brief statement about your use of your time during the previous week, together with a concise
self-evaluation
For each Moodle Module, I’ve set up a forum bubble. For instance,

It is *not* required that you post your 150-200 word reflection to this forum—especially if it’s more
personal than you want to reveal. That said, doing this weekly may be a helpful discipline to process as the
course progresses rather than leaving it to the last minute. Additionally, it engages the online students as
you share your thoughts and respond to what others share. So, give it a go!
PLEASE NOTE: I am very aware of the fact that journal entries such as those envisaged here will by their nature
contain personal material, and so let me: 1) assure you of confidentiality (except with your permission, my eyes will
be the only ones to see what you have written); and 2) on that basis encourage you to let me walk beside you this
semester as we attempt to narrow the gap between our faith and our behaviour.
It is neither wise nor possible for me to attempt to grade your experience. However, the quality of your reflection
on that experience is gradable, and I’ll be assessing your journal entries on the basis of the following key criteria:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You have reflected seriously & perceptively on the assigned topic/practice = SEE
You have formulated a distinctly Christian response to the topic/practice = JUDGE
You suggest possible or necessary changes to your attitudes and behaviour as a result of your deliberately
Christian reflection on these sometimes “mundane” issues = ACT
You provide an honest self-evaluation of the use of your time during the week
You have engaged at least one pre-reading per entry

It is expected that you will submit your journal entries in a neat (typed) and coherent form.

Put your response on the Moodle Forum (100 words+)
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Preparation for Next Week …
 Journal work (as per the unit guide assessment requirement) both addressing the set
question, and keeping tabs on your time during that week. If it suits, post your journal
reflection to the Moodle forum.
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide pp6-7 … come ready to share on each of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for your theology of everyday life
-an application—something useful right now in your context
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your theology for one aspect of everyday life
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share a spiritual practice/discipline that we can try out
during the following week as a way of staying alert to God’s presence throughout every
minute of every daily activity.

Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
What in this session is most significant to you personally,
in forming your own theology, life and thought?
What struck me most in preparing this session is the Leunig cartoon. (I really am a fan!) On the
continuum of theological reflection (Grenz & Olson), I’m prone to over-analysing. I easily slide
from professional theology into speculative academic theology. As the knowledge accrues, I get
really excited following all kinds of twists and turns. And this isn’t always a bad thing.
Thankfully my wonderful wife (Nikki) lets me know when I’m fixated on the number of angels that
can dance on a pin-head. Only when she switches off do I switch on to the fact that Jesus, too, has
left the room. God loves to be glorified with our minds, thinking His thoughts after Him. But when I
do this apart from His grace and illumination … or when evaluation slips into judgement … or when
I have no intention of turning it back in praise of God … then I’m on shaky ground.
Thus, Leunig awakens me from my slumber. Busily reading into the night, I realise that my very
contemplation of God (or more accurately, metaphysical detours) has become a distraction from
life. Thinking about God is meant to call me into experiencing and loving God and all creation. In
this regard, Nikki’s promptings function like Leunig’s flower track, calling me back to attention. All
around me—in every activity and every minute of everyday, not just on the type-set page—are
daffodils inviting me sense the beauty and delight of God, and to glorify God in all I do. Soli Deo
Gloria!
This is my “near life experience!”

Who Needs Theology, Anyway?

Module 1-24

PC421/621-D

