PE310/510-D
Module 2
Learning Guide
Living the Biblical Story
Before you start...





Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide p6 + uploads on Moodle)
Post to this module’s forum
From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
If it’s your turn, come prepared to share about your vocation or current affairs

1. INTRODUCTION
In this session we consider what it means to live the biblical story. After student interaction/sharing and
unpacking the pre-readings in the first session, we will focus on one big question: What does it mean to be
on the journey, framing our lives as faithful improvisation within the pages of God’s ongoing and
redemptive epic? As a way into this theme, we’ll pick up Stephen (Acts 7) as a travel companion,
discovering what it means to be “Bible Centred”. In the third session we’ll explore our “vocation” through
the lens of creation, fall, and redemption. In whatever calling where we spend most of our time, how can
we see creational intent, cultural idolatry, and join God’s Spirit in healing action on behalf of the world God
loves? This will set up each student to share about his or her vocation, taking turns across the course.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this module are to:
1. Explore what it means to adopt a Bible-centred worldview
2. Consider Christian worldview through the frame of creational intent, cultural idolatry, and healing action
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, students are expected to recognise and frame their lives as faithful
improvisation within the ongoing biblical epic, and understand and explain their primary vocation through
the lens of creation, fall, and redemption.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 1:20-4:50pm, with breaks from 2:10-3:05pm, and 3:55-4:00pm)
1:20
3:05
4:00

Student Sharing (Praying the News + Vocation) & Review of Readings (35 minutes)
+ Introduce/Read Acts 7 “Stephen’s Year of Living Biblically” (15 minutes)
“The Journey: Living in the Biblical Story”—Reflections on Acts 7 + Debrief (50 minutes)
God @ Work in Your Vocation: Creation, Fall, and Redemption (50 minutes)
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2. INTERACTION: CURRENT AFFAIRS, GOD@WORK + REVIEW READINGS

Activity 2.1: Praying the Papers
BBC + Prayer (10 mins.)
“The Pastor and the Faithful should not deceive themselves into
thinking that they are a religious society, which has to do with
certain themes; they live in the world. We still need—according
to my old formulation—the Bible and the Newspaper. … [So]
take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But
interpret newspapers from your Bible.” – Karl Barth
Each week, one student will share a newspaper article or media
clip concerning events in the public square. The grid of
creational intent, cultural idolatry, and healing action
(creation, fall, restoration) should be used in evaluating this
aspect of local or global news. (Perhaps the one minute BBC
world summary will give you some stimulus:
www.bbc.com/news/av/10462520/one-minute-world-news.)
First, share your initial reflections from a Christian worldview.
Second, as a class we’ll consider what a faithful and embodied
Christian response may look like—a response that addresses
both our thinking, and cultivating practices/liturgies that direct
our heart to desire and represent the Kingdom of God.
Third, we’ll bring this aspect of the world to Jesus in prayer.

Class Activity 2.2: God @ Work (10 mins.)
Each week one or two students will share for 3-5 minutes
concerning his or her main vocation, and how to live faithfully
at the crossroads. You’ll work through the same questions as
used in the various “God @ Work” interviews/transcripts
each module.
1. Describe your vocation
2. Where do you see creational intent in this vocation
(designed for good)
3. How has cultural idolatry (sin) warped this vocation?
(damaged by evil)
4. How might you participate redemptively with healing
action as you seek first the Kingdom of God?
(restored for better  sent together to heal the world
a taste of when God sets everything right)
Afterward, we’ll pray for you, dedicating your vocation afresh to the glory of God.
(n.b. You may find, in preparation for sharing, the Module 2 “Kingdom Gap” graphic a helpful frame)
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Class Activity 2.3: Reading Review (15 mins.)
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be chosen to share on one of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our apologetic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion, bouncing off their own forum posts.
The aim is to ground the readings and apply them to one’s life in general and ministry context in
particular.
This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is confusing,
or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy!

Particular Questions to Address in Response to the Pre-Readings
Confessions of a Recovering Biblicist
Is the caricature of biblical literalists just a straw man? How have you seen Biblicism at work?
“Sometimes I fall off the wagon: I start throwing around rules and regulations and boasting that I’m more
Biblical than the next guy. But on a good day you’ll find me “living Biblically” in a way both simpler and
more complex than anything conservative Dave ever dreamed of … I’m trying to faithfully improvise. My life
is lived in the story, part of the grand trajectory from the garden where we fell, over the Mount of
Crucifixion where we were restored, and reaching toward the garden-city where God’s presence will dwell
with us, setting everything right. I’m one actor in an epic script, connected to what went before, and
reaching toward what lies ahead, keeping my ears open to the prompting of the Divine Director.”
What are the promises and problems associated with a “trajectory” based reading of the Bible?
Which intractable issues may this approach either help to resolve, or make even muddier?
The Storyline of the Bible (Bartholomew and Goheen)
Would you change anything about their outline of the Bible’s story—perhaps adding or
subtracting a theme, or shifting emphasis?
Why is it so important to see the Bible’s story as a whole? How does this affect our worldview?
God @ Work
Why did Jesus meander for thirty years before starting His public ministry? What significance
do you attach to his work as a tekton?
Have you ever felt your work was insignificant in a Kingdom sense? What encouragement or
challenge do you find in this article?
Engage Australia Stimulus
In your own words, what role do love, shalom, and discernment play in understanding our
vocation?
Think back on the first job you ever held. Even with the little experience and power you
possessed, how could you more effectively function to seek first the Kingdom of God,
restraining sin and promoting shalom/flourishing? (Think about the nature and output of the
work, the relationships, and the money coming into and leaving the business.)
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Desiring the Kingdom, pp. 37-73, Chapter 1: “Desiring, Imaginative Animals: We Are What We Love”
In your own words, what was the central argument of this chapter?
Why might you reject models of the human person as essentially a
thinker (homo rationale), a consumer (homo economicus), or a
believer (homo religiosis)?
How is homo liturgicus different? What Bible passages argue in
favour of a view that “I am what I love”?
Smith places great emphasis upon embodied experience and
formation through communal practices. Why? How does this fit
with his philosophical anthropology (that is, what role does this play
in his model of what it means to be human?)
Smith contends that “intentionality is love’s aim … teleology is
love’s end … habits are love’s fulcrum … and practices are love’s formation.”
Bouncing off Figure 1, what does this mean. Explain through use of an everyday example.

“What distinguishes us (as individuals, but also as ‘people’) is not whether we love, but what we love.”
If this is true, what is the “ultimate love” of Aussie culture in general?
Think of a friend outside the church: what is their orienting ideal?
“We feel our way around our world more than we think our way through it. Our worldview is more a
matter of the imagination than the intellect, and the imagination runs off the fuel of images that are
channeled by the senses. … [A]n orientation toward a particular vision of the good life becomes embedded
in our dispositions of ‘adaptive unconscious’ by being pictured in concrete, alluring ways that attract us at a
noncognitive level. … By ‘pictures’ of the good life I mean aesthetic articulations of human flourishing as
found in images, stories, and films (as well as advertisements, commercials, and sitcoms). Such pictures
appeal to our adaptive unconscious because they traffic in the stuff of embodiment and affectivity.
Stories seep into us—and stay there and haunt us—more than a report on the facts.”
(Smith, Desiring the Kingdom, p57f.)
Agree or disagree? What are the implications—if true—for both how we educate and
evangelise in this day and age swimming in alternative images of the good life?
Reflecting on your own life, what practices have been most formative, and to which kingdom
have they directed your desire?

Living the Biblical Story

Module 2-4

PE310/510-D

“We have now articulated an alternative to the person-as-thinker and person-as-believer models in the
person-as-lover model. We have highlighted four key elements of this model: Human persons are
intentional creatures whose fundamental way of ‘intending’ the world is love or desire. This love or
desire—which is unconscious or noncognitive—is [63] always aimed at some vision of the good life, some
particular articulation of the kingdom. What primes us to be so oriented—and act accordingly— is a set of
habits or dispositions that are formed in us through affective, bodily means, especially bodily practices,
routines, or rituals that grab hold of our hearts through our imagination, which is closely linked to our
bodily senses.” (Smith, Desiring the Kingdom, p62f.)
Smith suggests this is a “paradigm shift with respect to how we tend to think about both
education and worldview” (63). What are two implications of “homo liturgicus” for how we
educate? What might each implication look like in practice, such as in this module?
“Now, what does this have to do with a Christian worldview? I suggest that instead of thinking about
worldview as a distinctly Christian ‘knowledge,’ we should talk about a Christian ‘social imaginary’ that
constitutes a distinctly Christian understanding of the world that is implicit in the practices of Christian
worship. Discipleship and formation are less about erecting an edifice of Christian knowledge than they are
a matter of developing a Christian know-how that intuitively ‘understands’ the world in the light of the
fullness of the gospel. And insofar as an understanding is implicit in practice, the practices of Christian
worship are crucial—the sine qua non—for developing a distinctly Christian understanding of the world. …
[69] The rhythms and rituals of Christian worship are not the ‘expression of’ a Christian worldview, but are
themselves an ‘understanding’ implicit in practice—an understanding that cannot be had apart from the
practices.” (Smith, Desiring the Kingdom, p68)
Why does Smith suggest we should shift language from a “Christian worldview” to a “Christian
social imaginary”? What different would this make in theory and practice? Explain with
reference to Figure 3
In what area of your Christian desire for
God’s Kingdom would you like to be
stronger? (Perhaps reflect on the fruit of
the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness, and self-control; or the three
prime virtues: faith, hope, and love.)
What “concrete Christian practices” may
help cultivate this desire, and how could
you do so in community?
One practice that has helped connect the
community of Christ across millennia has
been The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-11).
Let’s close this module section by praying
together, using the words from the 1662
Anglican Book of Common Prayer:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen.
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3. THE JOURNEY: LIVING IN THE BIBLICAL STORY (ACTS 6-7)

Resource 2.1
Distance students can watch a video of what will be presented in the first period of this module at
http://vimeo.com/26852302. Manuscript on Moodle here.
This message was in support of a Bible Society series called “The Journey: Entering God’s Epic Story.”
You can track down the DVD and study guide materials (designed for home groups) from here, and
watch the youtube introduction to the series here (full videos on vimeo: 1, 2, 3, 4 … Video 2 is most
relevant). Additionally, I’ve uploaded the full transcript of the four DVDs—with additional discussion
activities to better understand and engage the Scriptures—available here.
You may notice that the “6 Act Play” (bouncing off both N. T. Wright, and James Choung—see below)
is the foundation for how I share the gospel using the 5 circles:
Traverse tracts here, and The Big Story tract here, and video of sharing the big story here.
This comes from an evangelism course called “Sign: Pointing People to Jesus” here
The Youth Version of the “big story” tract here
On Moodle, you will also find a 4 page handout I designed as a bulletin insert for
evangelistic church services, entitled “Understanding the Story You Are In.”
In turn, I’ve written a series of blog pieces on “Wondering Fair” here, including “What’s
So Good About the Gospel?”, and “The Epic Story” (part I and II). You’ll notice that I draw
on this narrative frame in most every worldview response I construct.
The Bible Project has put together a brilliant animation on “The Gospel of the Kingdom”
For some excellent related reading, see the following:
Bartholomew, Craig G., and Michael W. Goheen. The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical
Story. London: SPCK, 2014.
Choung, James. True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2008.
Allpress, Roshan, and Andrew Shamy. The Insect and the Buffalo: How the Story of the Bible
Changes Everything. Christchurch, N.Z.: Compass Foundation, 2009.
Vanhoozer, Kevin J. The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical-Linguistic Approach to Christian Theology.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005.
Wright, N. T. The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to a New Understanding of the
Authority of Scripture. [San Francisco]: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005.
Additionally, under Module 2 Optional Readings you’ll find a helpful re-telling of the key
movements in the Biblical Story by John Stackhouse, in the word.doc,
“The Story & the Mission.” As highlighted last module, an extensive summary of
Stackhouse’s book can be found here.

3.1

Bible Centred?

Is your home church “Bible Centred”? Mine is. And we wear this tag like a stick-pin. At many churches, it’s
encoded in our DNA: “By faith, we believe in, and live by the principles and promises in the Bible.”
But why the big deal? No one aims to be “Odyssey Centred”, another ancient divine tale.
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Biblical literacy is at unprecedented levels, even among Christians. This ancient, complicated book is seldom
read, and even more seldom believed and lived.
Now, this isn’t about a guilt trip. But if the Creator of the Universe—the one true God—really has spoken,
then wouldn’t you want to know what He said? Especially if He has told us stuff we could never work out
for ourselves, which directs all our journeys? You see the Bible doesn’t just position itself as an ancient tale.
It’s more like the authorized story of the world from God the Creator’s perspective. Your
story, and my story, only make sense in light of the Big Story.
So today we explore what it means to have a Bible-Centred worldview. And at its core
this means we must join “The Journey”—we must enter God’s epic story. For we all
live according to the story we think we’re in. And if we’re ignorant of how God has
acted across history, and where the journey goes, we cut our missional nerve.
What is the Bible, and how should we engage it. What kind of story are we in?
Why is God’s Word worth trusting? How do we faithfully enter God’s epic story?
In this session, the focus is on being a PILGRIM. How do we journey with a God on
the move? Is being Bible Centred akin to
literally living out 1st century commands in the 21st
century context?
We need a model of “living Biblically”, that goes deeper than treating
the Bible as a rule-book, an owner’s manual, or a timeless love letter.
This real story takes interpretation. So let’s consider Steven in Acts 6-7
and what it meant for him to be Bible Centred. Never stuck in the past,
as Stephen entered God’s epic story, he became a pilgrim who left the
comfortable behind. He joined God’s mission to help heal the world.

Class Activity 2.4: Bible Centred? (35 mins.)
Together, read Acts 7, “Stephen’s Speech to the Sanhedrin”. As a small group, discuss:
(1) SEE: What is Stephen doing, and why is he telling this story at this time (facing martyrdom)?
(2) JUDGE: What is Stephen’s central point? How does story work to make this point?
(3) ACT: What does it mean to live in the biblical story, walking with the missional God on the move?
With a slight language warning, watch the six minute opening
scene from the ABC documentary, “In Bob We Trust”. (You can
watch the whole movie here if you’re interested … it’s about
Victorian Catholic Priest and outspoken media personality
Father Bob Maguire [blog here], when after 50 years as a Priest
with a real heart for outsiders and the poor, he was asked to
retire from his role by the Roman Catholic Church
establishment. He declined, upsetting the powers that be.)
This clip isn’t meant as an anti-Catholic statement by any means, but this clip captures Father Bob’s
“history of the world” … a particularly anti-establishment Aussie re-telling weaving together the Bible, a
religious history of power and violence, and how he interprets his own experience in the present.
After watching this clip, discuss together as a whole class the implications for worldview:
How does “story” function in forming our identity, making sense of life, and charting our mission?
Finally, read the blog piece, “Confessions of a Recovering Biblicist”.1 What are the perils and promise of a
narrative hermeneutic (i.e., trajectory based reading) for the Scriptures? What does it mean for us today,
as a church, to locate ourselves in the biblical story, seeking to “faithfully improvise”?
1

David Benson, “Confessions of a Recovering Biblicist,” Wonderingfair Blog, August 3, 2011,
https://wonderingfair.com/2011/08/03/confessions-of-a-recovering-biblicist/ (accessed July 19, 2017).
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Reflection Activities 2.1 & 2.2
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on p. 13/14 of the unit guide.
#2.1 What does it mean to you, to have a Bible-Centred Worldview?
#2.2 In what unique ways do you sense God is calling you to act, faithfully improvising in the fifth leg of
His epic story? That is, how can you—like Stephen—live faithfully at the cross-roads?
(The rest of the notes below come from the original talk “The Journey”, fleshing out these concepts.)

3.2

Stephen: On Mission (Acts 6-7)

Acts 6:8-7:1, Stephen in context:
 The Sanhedrin protected Israel’s identity: Land, Ethnicity, Law, and Temple
 Followers of “The Way” claimed that, in Jesus, God was writing a new chapter, fulfilling what
went before: a unified people irrespective of ethnicity, going into the whole world with the
Spirit having written the law on their heart, carrying His presence beyond the Temple to the
nations. Christ, and His Church, were the new Temple. God had moved on.
 The Sanhedrin was set for a showdown after earlier warnings (Acts 5:40)
 The apostles appointed Stephen to help manage practical needs in a growing church.
His life married Spirit and Truth, miracles and reason
 Stephen has dwelt in the Biblical story, and isn’t content with God’s presence being localized,
even fossilized in a building. “The restless Holy Spirit is about to make His people restless to
spread the good news throughout the world.”
 Stephen starts with the Greek-speaking former slaves, the Synagogue of the Freedmen.
But they too want security and the status quo.
 The Scriptures made Stephen radical and progressive, overturning age-old institutions,
a fresh wind removing dusty cobwebs. A right reading does this.
 Threatened by argument, accusations fly: “He never stops speaking against this holy place and
against the law” (Acts 6:13-14). The stage is set for defense.
How would you reply? … deny and duck for cover, or appeal to current experience, …
OR, take them back through their whole history for a right reading of the story?
That’s Stephen’s approach, for they lived out of the wrong story and missed God’s mission.

3.3

Story: Living Oracles from a Pilgrim God

Stephen unpacks four major epochs in Jewish history.
He knows that to follow God in the present, you need to know the journey He’s taken us on in the past.
And you need to see the trajectory of where the story is going in the future.
For Stephen, the Bible isn’t some detached and man-made piece of fiction:
Event
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It was the Sanhedrin who were stuck in simplistic, safe readings,
never appreciating that the Word of God itself tells a story which is moving forward.
Being Bible Centred means to play our part in an ongoing story, not trying to live out static commands.
And God has given us His Spirit, placing us in community, to read it right and find our role in this unfolding
epic. It’s not backward looking and conservative. It is radical,
calling us to new vistas, on mission with the God of the journey.
If the Sanhedrin get the story the way Stephen tells it, then all this stuff his friends have said and done in
following Jesus will make sense.
Acts 7:2-53:
 ABRAHAM (vv. 1-8)
 JOSEPH (vv. 9-16)
 MOSES (vv. 17-43)
 DAVID & SOLOMON (vv. 44-50)
 COUNTER-CHARGE (vv. 51-53): God cannot be confined to a building!

The living God is always on the move. The whole story is about God choosing a people to bless the World,
and this story came to a climax in Jesus. Now, jump on board. Leave the comfortable behind. Follow this
divine leader. God’s Spirit, His presence, has fulfilled the Temple, the Law, the Land, and our national
identity. “Go into all the world and make disciples.” The living God, the pilgrim God, who appeared to
Abraham in Mesopotamia, was with Joseph in Egypt, spoke to Moses in the burning bush in Midian, and led
His people across the wilderness to Canaan … He’s doing a new thing.
With western Christianity on the decline, will we cling to status, holed up in our buildings?
Or will we join the God on the move, on mission to restore a broken world?
“Here am I, Lord, send me?” Will we go?
Far from an ancient man-made story, for Stephen the Bible was a “living oracle” … inspired by God even as
it was penned by a great diversity of people (2 Pt 1:19-21), all the different tales coming together in Jesus.
Far from static, the Bible is alive; through the Word, God reads us (Hebrews 4:12-13).
Through the Spirit, the Bible becomes living water and our daily bread (Luke 4:4; John 4:10-11; 6:51-58;
7:38; 11:25-26), our primary means of connecting with the resurrected Jesus, the God who acted in history
and speaks today if only we have ears to listen.
The Bible renders to us the story of God’s mission through God’s people in their engagement with God’s
world for the sake of God’s whole creation. The Bible is the drama of this God of purpose engaged in the
mission of achieving that purpose universally, embracing past, present and future, Israel and the
nations, “life, the universe and everything,” and with its center, focus, climax, and completion in Jesus
Christ. Mission is not just one of a list of things that the Bible happens to talk about, only a bit more
urgently than some. Mission is, in that much-abused phrase, “what it’s all about.”2

2

Chris Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2006), 22.
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3.4

Improvise: My Role in the Ongoing Epic

Through the story of Scripture, God is calling us to leave the comfortable behind, to join His mission in the
world. When we read the story right, in the power of the Spirit, then
we see the trajectory of this pilgrim God to set the world right. God
sends us. And life will never be the same again. But how do we enter
this epic story?
… Faithfully improvising in the fifth act
… consistent with what went before,
on trajectory toward the final scene.
… you can’t simply re-enact scenes from earlier in the play.

Act 1: Creation (The Garden) … designed for good
Act 2: Fall (The Tower) … damaged by evil
Act 3: Israel (The Tent) … chosen to bless
Act 4: Christ (The Mountain) … restored for better
Act 5: Church (The House) … sent together to heal
Act 6: New Creation (The City) … God sets everything right.
Through the Holy Spirit, we are called to faithfully improvise in the fifth act, telling and retelling this story as
the story of the world. As we find ourselves in this story, the Holy Spirit directs us, just like Stephen, to join
God’s mission of making all things new.
 See how N. T. Wright depicts Jesus’ improvisation here
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3.5

Pilgrim: Leave the Comfortable Behind

Living Biblically is anything but conservative or safe. Stephen dwelt in God’s Word and was called to lay
down his life as the church’s first martyr. He looked like the Christ, forgiving his enemies, but his role was
unique in all of history: a pivot for world mission.
Enough trying to make the Bible relevant to us, reducing it to bite-sized advice to prop up my story. God is
looking for people who will dwell in His Word, and become relevant to the ongoing story of a God on
mission. He wants radical people who live for the future, shaking structures and setting the world right.
God sends us. Will we go?
Whether Stephen in the first century, or Dr. Martin Luther King Junior in the twentieth, mission depends on
us knowing where we are in God’s story, neither running ahead or repeating what went before. Instead,
our call is to humbly improvise in the Spirit’s power.
Have you entered this epic? Do you know where you are in God’s story? Are you engaging God’s Word
every day to be shaped and reshaped by the telling of this story? God bless as you walk in step with Him,
and faithfully improvise in the fifth leg of this epic journey.

3.6

Debrief

Discuss the following questions, in relation to the previous talk:
Any questions or comments in response to the talk?
What impacted you most in the previous session?
What does it mean to you to be Bible Centred?
What lessons do you draw from Stephen’s life, and how he engaged the Scriptures?
In what unique ways do you sense God is calling you to act, faithfully improvising in the fifth leg
of His epic story?
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3.7

Optional: Seeing This In Action! Lausanne Younger Leaders Gathering 2016

What might this kind of participatory, narrative hermeneutic look like in practice? Can it be used to form a
worldview in response to complex issues, and guide strategy for a diverse group of Jesus’ followers?
Short answer: yes! In fact, it’s incredibly powerful.
In 2016 we held the Lausanne Movement for World Evangelization’s “Younger Leaders’ Gathering” in
Jakarta. Over this Worldview course, we will use a number of videos/sessions from this gathering, alongside
Regent College’s “Reframe” course, to enter the biblical story. So, let me give some context.
Picture more than 1,000 younger leaders and mentors from over 140 countries converging to connect,
pray, and discern together God’s leading of their generation for global mission. See here and here for an
overview, with all of the “recap videos” online here. In particular, see the 6.20 minute “Summary of the
2016 Younger Leaders Gathering (YLG2016),” and the 3.14 minute recap of day 2 on “STORY”.
The theme of YLG2016 was “United in the Great
Story”, centred on the biblical story of God’s
purposes across human history. We heard
afresh the call to create, repent, bless, love,
reconcile, and worship. Through sharing our
stories in the context of widespread cultural
diversity, we have been inspired to re-imagine
what it looks like to cultivate God’s world, turn
from idolatry, respond to redemption, restore
peace, and work for God’s glory.

As program director, I co-wrote an article with Sarah Breuel who was the Chair of the Younger Leaders
Planning Team, which unpacks the experience, “Six Leadership Lessons from YLG2016”. The fifth lesson
fleshes out what we found, having built the whole gathering around a narrative hermeneutic … hearing the
biblical story afresh, and seeking the Spirit’s leading to see ourselves as participating within this story:
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The best connection for global mission comes through sharing stories
YLG2016 was built on the conviction that our deepest identity is being ‘United in the Great
Story’.3 The programme aimed to draw out our local tales of identity, purpose, tension, and
resolution, and tie them into the master narrative of God redeeming the world through
Christ.4 We immersed these young ‘actors’ in the story of God’s mission, to hear afresh his
call to create, repent and bless, love, reconcile, and worship. We bent our ears to his voice,
learning to improvise faithfully on our particular stage.5
These stages and stories were amazingly diverse. As our Egyptian sister Anne Zaki said so
powerfully, ‘God’s beauty and God’s splendor cannot be contained in one language, or one
people group, or one gender.’ This gathering reminded us that only together are we truly
the global church.6
Through sharing stories, we can develop leaders who learn to love this diversity and
celebrate the pluriform glory of God in the faces and practices of his global church.
YLG2016 displayed the
power of connecting
through stories. This
represents an indirect
path to leadership
development. However,
it is also the most
strategic way of forming
wise guides for the task
of ‘gospelling’: showing
and telling the old story
of God’s reign in fresh
ways on unfamiliar soil
for such a time as this.

3

On the centrality of narrative for identity and action, see Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989), 15: “The way we understand human life depends on what conception we have of the human
story. What [then] is the real story of which my life story is part?” Similarly, Alasdair MacIntyre argues that humans
are essentially “story-telling animals”: “I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior
question ‘Of what story or stories do I find myself a part?’” See his After Virtue, 2nd ed (Notre Dame, IN: University of
Notre Dame Press, 1984), 216.
4

Informing YLG2016’s process of combining deep questions and rich stories to call out the “brilliance” of each
participant for global mission, see Mark Strom, Lead with Wisdom: How Wisdom Transforms Good Leaders into Great
Leaders (Milton, Qld: Wiley, 2014).
5

On a dramatic/narrative hermeneutic of Scripture engagement that mobilizes the church for mission, see
Christopher Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic,
2006); Kevin Vanhoozer, The Drama of Doctrine: A Canonical-linguistic Approach to Christian Theology (Louisville, KT:
Westminster John Knox, 2005); N T Wright, The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to a New Understanding of the
Authority of Scripture (New York: HarperCollins, 2005), 121-127. The programme structure developed out of the
theology of education in David Benson, Schools, Scripture and Secularisation: A Christian Theological Argument for the
Incorporation of Sacred Texts within Australian Public Education, unpublished doctoral dissertation, the University of
Queensland, ch 5, available at http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:384064.
6

Embodying this spirituality of humble listening, see the work of Graham Hill in the “Global Church” project at
https://theglobalchurchproject.com/. See also his book, Global Church Reshaping Our Conversations, Renewing Our
Mission, Revitalizing Our Churches (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016).
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And here’s how I first explained the theme of the gathering to participants:

Dear Participant,
In less than a year, we will be together in Jakarta for the Lausanne Younger Leaders Gathering
2016 (YLG2016). Picture over 1000 people from more than 100 countries connected as one for
God’s glory. Collectively we will represent a multitude of cultures, customs, and ways of worship
within global Christianity. Together we will seek God’s purposes for our generation. How powerful
and exciting!
The theme of this gathering is United in the Great Story. On behalf of the planning committee, and
as chair of the programme team, I have written this statement so that you may capture the vision
and share this journey. The theme intends to put a spotlight on God’s purposes for the world and
our particular mission as His church. Lausanne exists to connect influencers and ideas for global
mission. Our hope is that during this 12 months and beyond you come alive discovering how your
individual and cultural story connects to God’s universal story. In this reframing process, we may
prayerfully discern our calling for such a time as this, that Christ may be known across the planet.
We chose the theme “United in the Great Story” as it recognises the importance of narrative.
Every culture collects and records its foundational stories. Humans are story-telling creatures. We
make sense of our confusing existence and its many loose ends by tying them into a plot that gives
us purpose. We retell these accounts from generation to generation. They’re not detached records
of a distant time and place. Rather, as we see ourselves within these stories, we are oriented in
the world today. We learn where we have come from, where we are going to, the purpose for our
existence, and the way we should live. Each culture’s deepest story is driven by tension (a
problem) and resolution (fixing that problem) as we move toward our telos—the greatest good for
which we believe we were made.
One philosopher, Alasdair MacIntyre, put it this way:
I can only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question ‘Of
what story or stories do I find myself a part?’ We enter human society, that is, with one or
more imputed characters—roles into which we have been drafted—and we have to learn
what they are in order to be able to understand how others respond to us and how our
responses to them are apt to be construed. … Deprive children of stories and you leave
them unscripted, anxious stutterers in their actions as in their words. Hence there is no
way to give us an understanding of any society, including our own, except through the
stock of stories which constitute its initial dramatic resources.
What happens, then, when the children of God forget their story? What does this mean for our
mission in the world? Never since Babel have we seen a more confused age than ours.
Technology-fuelled globalisation, wide-spread immigration, and all-pervasive media have set the
stories of each culture on a collision course. We are tempted to fuse incoherent accounts of the
world. We are prone to insert alternative plots into our orienting vision, losing our sense of
direction. The challenges we face are great: poverty, persecution, environmental destruction,
religious pluralism, global terrorism, sexual redefinition, resurgent secularism, and more. In this
flux, we must return to our foundational narrative and find our bearings to navigate our way
forward.

Living the Biblical Story

Module 2-14

PE310/510-D

The Bible, for us, is not simply another human story. God is there, and He is not silent. God has
acted in history, to free Israel, to judge the people, to restore the world in Jesus. God has inspired,
choosing human authors to record what He has done and our journey together with Him across
the millennia. God has faithfully preserved the greatest of all stories to reach us today, the Bible
being transmitted and translated to advance His purposes. And God has illuminated his
community, the Holy Spirit opening our eyes to make sense of this epic account and hear what is
required of us in the present. As Stephen challenged the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:38, man-made
traditions and conflicting tales must bow before “living oracles” breathed by our Creator.
Across YLG2016 we will hear this story afresh as we enter the mission of God. It begins in the
garden where we were designed for good, to love God, love others, and care for His planet. The
core tension emerges, however, as we rebel, coming to a head at the Tower of Babel. Damaged by
evil, we turn inward, despising God, abusing others, and vandalising His world. God’s plans to
resolve this tension focus in on a tent. Israel is chosen to bless the world as a pilgrim people.
Continual sin, however, threatens the covenant and lands them in exile, awaiting Abraham’s seed
and the Kingly Messiah. Before we can journey out to bless the world, God Himself must journey
in to Jerusalem for a deadly confrontation. The stage is set to announce the long-anticipated reign
of God. Part II of the biblical story zooms in on the story’s climax, in our Saviour …
Ultimately we are restored for better on the mount of crucifixion, Jesus paying for our sin and
completing Moses’ and David’s work with a New Exodus. The Holy Spirit, sent by the resurrected
Christ, then descends in power on a house. Fearful believers are filled in that upper room,
transformed to spread this good news across time and place to reach us today. We’re sent
together to help heal, a taste of how the story ends when Jesus returns. We look, then, to our
telos in the city of the New Jerusalem. Jesus returns and judges the world to set everything right.
Sin is replaced by shalom, and God’s kingdom is established everywhere for His glory and the
flourishing of all creation. In short, this is the Great Story of the Bible, a journey in from the
garden, via the tower and tent, to a mountain. And then it’s the journey back out to bless the
whole world from the house to the city of God.
As the community of God, this is our story. It is given to us that we may no longer be anxious
children disoriented by competing stories in complex times. We are united to the Father God as
our Director, through the Son, and by His Spirit. The mission of God truly is the key to unlocking
the Bible’s grand narrative. As we prayerfully discern the contours of this story and how it relates
to our diverse cultures, we may learn to faithfully improvise in this mission. As co-workers in the
kingdom, we are called to create, repent, bless, love, reconcile and worship. YLG2016 has been
structured around these modes of active participation. After setting the scene and rehearsing the
script, we will locate our stories within the call to cultivate God’s world, turn from idolatry,
respond to redemption, restore peace, and go for God’s glory. Through this gathering, we are
convinced that our triune God will unite us for the great story, connecting Christ’s diverse
members together for global mission.
… Will you join us in this vision? Individually, regionally, internationally, Lausanne is honoured to
facilitate this opportunity. Beyond a week-long gathering, we see an emerging generation who are
united in the great story and connected for global mission. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
as you prepare. And may God bless us each as we gather, that we may in turn “Go!” for the Lord
we love and the world we serve.
Shalom. Dave Benson.
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4. GOD @ WORK IN YOUR VOCATION: CREATION, FALL, REDEMPTION

Resource 2.2
Check out the many helpful “workplace” websites listed on Moodle under “Helpful Course
Resources”. In particular, check out
Regent College Marketplace Institute here and Malyon Workplace Centre here
London Institute for Contemporary Christianity here
Theology of Work Project here
Centre for Faith and Work (Tim Keller) here
Also, under Moodle Module 2, Optional Readings, you’ll find some useful questions in the
pdf “Engage Australia_Discussion Guide”.
For a broad theology of vocation/calling, see my address at the 2016 Malyon Transforming Work
conference here, “One Caller, Many Callings”; see also LICC’s Mark Greene, on “Fruitfulness at Work”.
Additionally, check out the following books:
Keller, Timothy J., and Katherine Leary Alsdorf. Every Good Endeavour: Connecting Your Work to God's
Plan for the World. London : Hodder & Stoughton, 2012.
Martin, Kara. Workship: How to Use Your Work to Worship God. Singapore: Graceworks, 2017.
Schuurman, Douglas James. Vocation: Discerning Our Callings in Life. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2004.
Sherman, Amy L. Kingdom Calling: Vocational Stewardship for the Common Good.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2011.
Stevens, R. Paul. The Other Six Days: Vocation, Work, and Ministry in Biblical Perspective.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999.
Also, under Module 2 Optional Readings you’ll find a helpful explanation of key aspects
our work by John Stackhouse, in the word.doc, “Vocation.” As highlighted earlier,
extensive summary of Stackhouse’s book can be found here.

of
an

What does it mean that “God is at work” in your everyday vocation?
In the preparatory reading for this module (particularly in the
Engage Australia stimulus), you came across Douglas Schuurman’s
fantastic book, Vocation: Discerning God’s Callings in Life.
“Vocation”, in simplest terms, is about the activities through which you invest most
of your energy and time. It may be paid or unpaid, for the church gathered, or
representing the church scattered in the world. This activity may be simply “work”,
but once you do it for the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17), it
becomes a Vocation. In and through this work you sense God’s call on your life.
In this section of the module we will explore how we may see all of our life’s activities
as “vocation”. In what ways do we see creation, fall, and redemption at work? And how may we
participate with God’s Holy Spirit to advance Christ’s Kingdom, as we work to restrain sin and promote
shalom/flourishing?
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You’ve already encountered the key concepts through the readings. The notes below are to guide you in
personalising this material, and prepare you to share about your vocation in the weeks to come.

4.1

What is a Trader?

Click on the graphics below to watch these two video clips:

What is a ‘trader’? How does this vision of Christian mission differ from what we typically
conceive of as ‘mission’?
Mark Greene of the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity shared these thoughts in 2010,
speaking to the Third Lausanne Congress in Cape Town:
“Here in the UK, the church’s primary mission strategy has been:
‘To recruit the people of God to use some of their leisure time
to join the missionary initiatives of church-paid workers.’
It’s a strategy that has yielded much fruit – in evangelism, in social action among the poor, the young, the
old, the disadvantaged, as well as in reaching out to the rich, the adult and the privileged. Praise God for
the ability of church leaders to mobilise their communities for such mission. Still, this is mission that
most Christians can only participate in during their leisure time. What about the rest of their time?
The reality is that 98 percent of Christians – i.e. those not in paid church work – are not properly
envisioned or equipped for their mission in the 95 percent of their waking time that they aren’t involved
in church activities, wherever that might be – workplace, schoolplace, clubplace. And that is a tragic
waste of the church’s missional potential. Too few Christians have eyes to see what God might be doing
in the places they already naturally spend their time, and where they already have relationships with
those who don’t know Jesus.”
(See here for the full article [under Moodle Extra Resources Module 2], and here for video of the address,
also here for Mark Greene’s vision for workplace ministry)
How would you respond to Mark Greene’s assertion?
Why is it that the Church invests so much energy into one day of the week?
If you were a Pastor, how might you rejig things in your local Church to better support each
person fulfil their vocation?
OR … In your vocation, what support do you wish your church would give you and those who
are in a similar calling?
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4.2

Creation, Fall, and Redemption in My Vocation

Across this course you will have the chance to watch (and read about) a number of “God @ Work”
interviews. In putting these together, I intentionally sought out vocations through which—at first glance—
we may wonder whether God really is at work:
Airforce Pilot

Artist

Pet Groomer

Actor

Student

Let’s take just one: Ian Bloemendal, a litigator working in the area of dispute resolution.
Following (pp18-21) is an example of what you will each share as part of this course:

The idea behind this monthly column is
simple: what you do with the majority of your
hours matters; it’s a spiritual act of service as
you seek first the kingdom of God (Matthew
6:33; Colossians 3:17). We all have a
‘vocation’—where we invest the majority of our
hours, whether as a mum or a student, as a 9-5
factory worker or a legal eagle. It’s great for us
each to invest ‘spare time’ into volunteering
through a church-based ministry. But your
greatest ministry of all may well be the ‘church’ (those called out by Christ and sent into the world on
mission) deployed during the week, as we more intentionally direct our efforts toward restraining sin and
promoting shalom—flourishing through right relatedness with God, each other, and this world God loves.
This time around you’ll hear from Lawyer, Ian Bloemendal. I really appreciate the time Ian spent
reflecting on how his work acts as a sign of God’s reign in the everyday. So, grab a coffee, and take ten
minutes to see what the Kingdom looks like as a litigator. (And thank God you don’t have to process the
number of documents Ian does!)

Tell us about your vocation?
Every day I wake to a new form of conflict (or potential conflict), dispute or risk to manage and it never
ceases to amaze me how difficult some people can be to get along with. My world is that of a
litigation/Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) partner at Clayton Utz, a large national commercial law firm.
I have been with the firm for over 20 years and currently manage the Brisbane litigation team. I enjoy what
I do, although it is not without its pressure (sometimes relentless); the consequence of interaction with
others who are in a stressed situation.
I remember always wanting to be a lawyer since about the age of 11. For me, it was a sense of calling,
not just a job. Although some might think that the words ‘Christian lawyer’ amount to an oxymoron, I
would not agree. Notwithstanding that there will be no work for lawyers in Heaven7, there’s an awful lot of
work generated here on earth. Society’s desire for order depends ultimately upon the rule of law, and
humans being less than perfect (together with their governments), regularly create many opportunities
where order is required to be sought by recourse to the law - misrepresentations, broken promises, fraud,
cheating, poor employment practices, avoidable injuries, spiteful defamation, crime, etc, not to mention
the minefield of compliance with red tape!

7

In Heaven [better framed as the New Creation] justice will have been done, and all the advocacy is monopolised
by Jesus. I suspect Hell is a different story, where the law is exacted.

Living the Biblical Story

Module 2-18

PE310/510-D

Much of what crosses my desk these days is usually complex and difficult, and in a world of
instantaneous communication the deadlines for action are often quite short. A recent example involved the
need to sort through and assess the relevance to a dispute of over 2 million documents in the space of
about 8 weeks. Large cases require project management skills and resources such as databases, IT support
personnel and a team of skilled litigators, that smaller firms aren’t often set up to provide.
Over the past year or two I have been working on a number of matters involving the resources sector
and financial services (e.g., disputes between coal mining joint venturers, defending litigation for electricity
generators and gas producers, reviewing claims against stock brokers etc…). Other areas of my practice
include regulatory investigations, trade practice and product liability claims, technology related litigation,
and negotiations/mediations. At times you could also add white-collar crime and defamation to the list.
My days are often spent providing legal input into the development of strategies required to protect
rights and interests under threat, or dealing with contractual or statutory obligations. Clients often need
assistance to discern or undo snares set by the correspondence or demands of others, and this requires a
fair bit of letter drafting or advice. As well as advising on preventative measures to hopefully head disputes
off at the pass, litigation can be the emergency/critical care department of law, effecting triage at all hours,
as clients never have problems in an orderly manner and immediate or urgent responses are required daily.
The role can be demanding, with periods of intensity that can be quite exhausting and sometimes lonely.
Having said that, it is satisfying when the hard work reaps results.
Outside of the office, I serve on the Law Council of Australia ADR Committee, the Queensland Law
Society Competition and Consumer Law Committee, and the Queensland Committee of the International
Law Association. I also lecture from time to time at the UQ Medical School.
I couldn’t do any of this without my wife Philippa, who is wonderfully supportive and understanding
(even when she has valid cause for complaint) and manages home base superbly. She is a Proverbs 31:10
woman and an awesome help to me!

Every vocation reflects God's 'very good' over creation, the thorns and thistles of missing the
mark with the fall, and the foretaste of all things being made new through redemption.
So what do creation, fall, and redemption look like in your vocation?
I did some criminal law work in
my early years, however, most of my
career has been spent operating in
both a public and a political realm in
the civil and administrative law
worlds. In that context, I have seen
much which is good and which
creatively reflects the intelligence
God gave to each of us. Reportedly
the second oldest profession in the
world, we are blessed that our
common law is rooted in religion
(Christian values), morality and history. It is also a good thing that civil litigation has become a substitute for
violence and replaced trial by combat! I see creative expression in problem solving, the development of
options for resolving disputes, advocacy and law reform endeavours.
However, the pressures of financial performance, constant conflict, chaos, projects, deadlines, stress
and balancing family obligations can reveal the dark side of busyness and weaknesses. Without God’s mind,
worship and prayer, doorways more easily open to pride, anxiety and depression, addiction (alcohol, drugs
and gambling), disillusionment, burnout, overcharging, dishonesty and health problems.
Seeing God’s will done on earth as in heaven remains a prayer in my life. I know that God is present and
working in every situation, no matter how pressured or difficult.
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What does it look like to restrain sin, and promote shalom (i.e., flourishing of every
relationship—with God, others, and the earth) ... that is, what does it mean through your
vocation to "seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness-justice" (Matthew 6:33)?
The Hon Justice Paul de Jersey, (Chief Justice of Queensland and a committed Christian) observed: “A
lawyer’s primary function is to maintain and assist in applying the complicated set of rules which society has
created in the interests of the common good. Lawyers exist, then, because of the common good, and
continue to exist because they in fact continue to serve this vital public interest.”
When thinking about this, Micah 6:8 comes to my mind: And what does the
Lord require of you? To do justice, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.
Law is still a serving profession and service requires humility. However,
justice according to law may not always be just. How then should a Christian
lawyer act? I am reminded of Sir Gerard Brennan’s (AC, KBE) comments when
he said: “Charity is the virtue by which Christ wished His disciples to be known.
Lawyers, who understand the mechanisms of society and professionally meet
the rich and the poor, the comfortable and the desperate, the secure and the
fragile, have opportunities to practise charity that are given to few. To practise
that virtue, the skills and knowledge of the expert are needed but they are not
in themselves sufficient. Those who need the lawyer's skills and knowledge but are unable to obtain them
have a moral claim on the services of the profession. And when that claim is met, professional work
becomes a stimulus to living and, please God, the source of riches in the life to come.”
In my practice, we play a part in this through undertaking pro-bono work on cases referred through the
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearinghouse. For example, my team and I act for elderly and/or infirm
clients who have been taken advantage of by friends, relatives or dodgy dealers. Recently we spent time
assisting flood victims (from homeowners through to the performing arts). We are also assisting the RSPCA
with a case involving 149 animal cruelty and neglect criminal charges. That case alone has already taken
hundreds of hours in preparation (with numerous applications and appeals along the way) and will run for
about 3 weeks. It will be part of the approximately 50,000 pro bono hours of work that lawyers in my firm
will undertake this year.
At a professional level, the legal profession has a fine history of thought leaders such as William
Blackstone who have helped to shape jurisprudence. Today the challenge remains, particularly in a society
that appears to be less accepting of the Christian moral virtues that were reference points for previous
lawmakers. Christian lawyers are often active in contributing views into submissions that assist to form
public policy or are part of law reform. Some are related to Christian values, other help society generally.
Christian lawyers such as myself are interested in both. Access to civil justice is also a real concern and the
promotion of ADR/mediation helps to reduce the need for trials. An example of this is the recent Law
Council work I have contributed to - drafting of Guidelines for participants in mediations.
On my journey so far, I have learned that in both commerce and life in general, good relationships are
critical. When they break down or when one party seeks to take some advantage of another, the law is a
rather blunt instrument to apply to enforce obligations or seek reconciliation. However, sometimes it is the
only means available to achieve justice and if an excellent technician applies it, it can be a last best hope to
vindicate rights. I understand that law itself can never make people good and it can’t redeem any one, but
in my role I see many occasions where a skilled and discerning lawyer can make a difference in bringing
balance to an unequal situation (e.g., leveling the playing field in a fight) or offering independent thinking
to help bring an end to an issue. As a Christian I am also aware that God’s kingdom and his righteousness
involves reconciliation. At an earthly level, litigation lawyers can help to bring reconciliation to damaged
commercial (and sometimes personal) relationships by using skills gained as negotiators, mediators and
objective bystanders. Winning need not always be at the expense of someone else losing – and good advice
if obtained early can help preserve a relationship before too much damage is done.
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The issue of relationships also extends to conduct with lawyers on the other sides of disputes and to
judges. Fighting fair and being trustworthy is important. Clients might sometimes hate each other intensely
but the ability to maintain a professional dialogue and be trusted with your word makes the process of
achieving an outcome smoother. Christian values are worth maintaining and the book of Proverbs is an
essential repeated read.

As disciples, we are called to be witnesses who point people to Jesus. So what inroads specific
to your vocation have you found to tell the Big Story of God's reign through Jesus? How might
this Epic Story be told through your vocation?8
When you sit at your desk for 12 or more
hours per day as I often do, it seems hard to
think how God gets much of a chance.
However, my Christian life is not separate
from my public life and the things that come
to mind are the following:

Honesty and integrity are required
to act as a lawyer – but I’d add Godly
character to the list. (I remember a pastor
telling me as a teenager that ‘Reputation is
what people think you are, character is who you are – and God seeks character, not reputation’).

Frequently seeking God’s wisdom to know how to approach a legal problem. My mind is finite (and
at times feels very inadequate). God’s wisdom opens doors to outcomes.

Praying for my clients, their business relationships and personal needs. I find I get less stressed
when I hand them over to God. After all, we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood and I believe that applies
to the way we operate at work too.

Being open as a Christian in the workplace and available to discuss needs and pray for co-workers.

Encourage people I meet to come along and experience God at KBC.

Resolving staff disputes by reference to biblical principles. (Last year I had to mediate between 2
secretaries and discussed the need for forgiveness and allowing no root of bitterness to grow).

Treating people with respect.
I don’t pretend I have reached any where near the pinnacle of godliness in my practice of the law, but I do
hope that my life shows a fairly consistent example of living God’s way in a world that sometimes feels like
a pressure cooker.

8

Recap the Big Story video here, from Session 1 of the “SIGN” evangelism course on pointing people to Jesus.

Living the Biblical Story

Module 2-21

PE310/510-D

Class Activity 2.5: God @ Work (20 mins.)
Now it’s your turn! Starting from Module 3, each week one or
two students will share for 3-5 minutes concerning his or her
main vocation, and how to live faithfully at the crossroads.
You’ll work through the same questions as Ian. Here is your
chance to get some thoughts together, so it’s not a stress on
the day.
1. Describe your vocation
2. Where do you see creational intent in this vocation
(designed for good)
3. How has cultural idolatry (sin) warped this vocation?
(damaged by evil)
4. How might you participate redemptively with healing action as you seek first the Kingdom of
God? (restored for better  sent together to heal the world a taste of when God sets
everything right)
Pair up, and over the next 15 minutes discuss together these four questions.
After this, take a few minutes to pray for each other, dedicating your vocation afresh to the glory of God.

4.3

Kingdom Gap

Another way of conceptualising your vocation is through “the Kingdom Gap.” (Online version here)
Try this:
1) Imagine your vocation was carried into the New Creation. Imagine that it reflected the fullness of
the Kingdom of God, where all the corrupting influences of sin are removed. (Some professions will
take more imagination than others.) Think about the following dimensions:
a. The nature of the work itself (i.e., the day-to-day tasks workers do in producing something—
entering data, fitting parts on an assembly line, consulting with clients, and so forth);
b. The context of the work (i.e.., the work environment and community among workers);
c. The product of the work (i.e., the central goods and/or services your business yields—computer
chips, financial advice, transportation, education, and so forth); and
d. The income from the work (i.e., profits and pay from goods and services rendered)
2) Now, what is the current state of affairs? Again, consider each of the same dimensions: the nature,
context, product, and income of the work.
3) In God’s strength and prayerfully following His lead, how can I leverage my power and position to
close this Kingdom Gap? That is, how can I participate in healing action by restraining sin and
promoting shalom/flourishing? Again, seek God for particular actions you can do in each facet of
your vocation: nature, context, product, income.
You might find it helpful to map this onto a diagram, as on the following page:
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Draw your own version in the space below.
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Reflection Activities 2.3 & 2.4
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes on p. 11/12 of the unit guide.
#2.3 Answer the four questions for class activity 2.5 (page 22). In particular, how do you see creational
intent and cultural idolatry in your primary vocation?
#2.4 Complete the “Kingdom Gap” diagram (page 23). What ‘healing action’ can you take in your
vocation, in terms of the nature, context, product, and income from your ‘work’?

Class Activity 2.6: Assigning God @ Work (5 mins.)
As a class, let’s organise who will be sharing about their vocation in each of the following Modules. Write
each of the names in the gaps below, so you can easily swap if need be. Make sure you’ve thought
through these questions before it’s your week, and come prepared to speak about your vocation for 3-5
minutes, after which time we may ask some questions, and offer to pray for you.
Module 3
Module 4
Module 5
Module 6
Module 7
Module 8
Module 9
Module 10
Module 11
Module 12
Module 13

_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

5. DOXOLOGY

Remember, we are not simply “thinking things” but “desiring creatures”. Developing a Christian
Worldview is not just about understanding rightly, but loving truly. That is, we must be intentional in our
habitual practices (or ‘liturgies’) so that our hearts are formed to love the Kingdom of God. As J. I. Packer
was fond of saying, “All true theology begets doxology.” Learning is in the service of worship.
Thus, as we will do each week, let us close by singing the Doxology:

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Forum Activity Module 2
As part of engaging with the set text and extra required readings, address each required reading
for this module, and comment on at least one other person’s post to advance the dialogue.
Clearly address the following four categories:
-a question—something you don’t understand, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something with which you disagree, or want to further nuance
-an implication—‘so what’ for how this teaching shapes your worldview
-an application—something useful right now in your context, to live out the text
Be sure to post these thoughts prior to each week’s class, as we’ll use these reflections as the basis
for an in-class discussion, where you will be expected to contribute in response to the readings.
Also, be sure to interact with at least one other student, advancing the conversation with a
question, challenge, elaboration or related story. This *isn’t* counted in the 200 word post.

Put your response on the Moodle Forum (200 words)

Preparation for Next Week …
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide p6 … Post to the forum and come prepared to share on
each of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our apologetic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share a newspaper article or media clip concerning
events in the public square, and your initial reflections from a Christian worldview.
 If it’s your turn, come ready to share with the class for 3-5 minutes concerning your main
vocation (whether present or future). Where do you see creational intent and cultural
idolatry in this vocation (designed for good, damaged by evil)? How might you participate
redemptively with healing action (restored for better so we are sent together to heal the
world, a taste of when God sets everything right) as you seek first God’s Kingdom?

Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
What in this session is most significant to you personally,
in forming your own theology, life and thought?
My work matters. Seriously. It matters! And not just my paid work lecturing at Malyon, either. My
work as a student, hitting the books matters. My mowing the grass matters. And my vocation as a
husband, a son, and a friend matters immensely to God.
When I truly understand the flow of God’s epic story, then I’m free to faithfully improvise under
the direction of the Holy Spirit. And this story declares that “work”—while affected by the fall—
was part of God’s “very good” pronounced over all creation. There is no ‘sacred-secular’ divide. All
of this life and this age belongs to God.
With this in mind, I’m driven back to God and Christian community, to see how individually and
together we can together represent the reign of God in our everyday callings. Let’s get cracking!
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