EM324/524-D
Module 4
Learning Guide
Foundations (II), Mission & Storytellers
Before you start...





Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide p6 + uploads on Moodle)
From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
Come ready to share how your evangelism challenge went from the previous module
If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your testimony and/or share about evangelism
with your chosen social group

1. INTRODUCTION
In this module we complete our theological foundation for the 21st Century church’s task of mission and
evangelism. Last module we explored the motivation and mode. In session one, we complete this survey by
considering the message and medium for the evangelistic endeavour.
In session two we debrief the readings, as well as the weekly staples: share your testimony, offer some tips,
pray for friends, and reflect on the challenge.
In session three we round off theological foundations by considering “The Sign of the Storyteller.” What
does it mean to shift our image of the evangelist from a used-car salesman, to one who tells tales? What
difference would it make if we were to get our story straight, and tell our story walking, proclaiming and
demonstrating the reign of God through Jesus the Lord? We’ll close this session by dedicating our witness
in every facet of life—particularly our vocations—to Christ, for His glory.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this module are to:
1. Firm up the theological foundation for the Church in mission and evangelism today, with practical
implications for our individual and corporate approach to witness
2. Reframe and rededicate our witness as storytellers who proclaim and demonstrate God’s reign
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, the student shall be expected to explain the gospel message as framed
around the reign of God, and consider practical implications for her or his witness.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm)
6:15 Theological Foundations for Evangelism Part II (50 minutes)
7:10 Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge | Debrief Readings (45 minutes)
8:05 Sign of the Storyteller (45 minutes)
8:55 Dedication + Assign people to share for next module + Challenge + Lord’s Prayer (5 minutes)
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2. THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR EVANGELISM PART II

Resource 4.1
As we continue with theological foundations for evangelism, begun last module (see resource 3.2),
the following resources are something new and something old. Uniquely, we introduce the “Lausanne
Covenant” as an example of a unifying theological statement to undergird the evangelistic endeavour.
(Cf. the comprehensive 2010 “Cape Town Commitment”.) To that end, explore these resources:
Chris Wright 7 min. youtube on Lausanne Covenant here
Study of Evangelism (set text) short chapter on the “Significance of Lausanne” (pp305-312)
under Moodle optional reading. See here for Timothy Tennent’s similarly focused reflection
Lausanne Occasional Paper #41 on what it takes to develop “Christ-like leaders” here
The World Council of Churches (WCC) 2012 statement “Together Towards Life” (release here)
on mission and evangelism—worth looking at as a comparison with Lausanne and Catholic
statements calling for “new evangelization” including Evangelii Nuntiande (1975),
Redemptoris Missio (1990), & Evangelii Gaudium (2013).… on moodle under optional reading.
As per last module, check out the following books, which will help you form a deep theological
foundation for evangelism.
Bosch, David Jacobus. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. American Society of
Missiology series, no. 16. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991.
Frost, Michael. The Road to Missional:
Journey to the Center of the Church.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011.
Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church.
Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub, 2004.
Hastings, Ross. Missional God, Missional Church:
Hope for Re-Evangelizing the West.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2012.
Also, you may find the extra resources on Moodle
(module 3) quite helpful—particularly the
Michael Green chapter on evangelism motives,
and the SIGN09 edition on “Incarnation”.
For additional WCC reflections on evangelism and mission, see here, here, and here.

Last module we explored the motivation and mode of mission and
evangelism in the 21st century. This module, in Part II, we continue with
the message and medium for this task. When put together, this should
form a solid theological underpinning for all we will do in this course.
As with last module, the challenge is to consider what each of the points
means for you in your context, in most practical terms.
To this task we now turn.
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Class Activity 4.1: Foundations Applied (cont.)
The following lecture is based upon the paper “A Theology for the 21st Century of the Church in Mission
and Evangelism,” which you can download in full from Malyon moodle website for EM324/524, both
under Course Overview and module 3 extra resources. In Part I we considered the motivation and mode
of witness. In Part II below, we will consider the message and medium of evangelism.
The lecturer will present the material relating to one of the aforementioned four questions at a time
(motivation, mode, message, medium, each comprising a number of sections). Record your own
thoughts in the gaps below, and then at the end of each section, we will spend some time imagining
what this theology should or could look like in practice. That is, we’ll respond to two questions:
(1) How does this theology challenge some of our present practices of evangelism?
(2) How might our churches and outreach look if we really lived from and applied this theology?
**For Dave’s own practical reflections in response to this theology—back in 2008, concerning how his
local church could renew its theological vision, church identity, and missional strategies—see under
Moodle Module 4, optional reading: “Empowering Evangelism Reflection KBC”**
III. MESSAGE
Announcing God’s Reign: The Kingdom of God and Fully Orbed Shalom

Sin and the Ministry of Denunciation

Repentance and the Call to Discipleship

The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging Person: “Jesus is Lord”

A Cosmic Drama: Telling the Old Story in Fresh Ways [cf. Brueggemann here, and McGrath et al here]

Foundations, Mission & Storytellers

Module 4-3

EM324/524-D

Implications for ME and MY CHURCH right now …

IV. MEDIUM
A Lengthy Aside: The Megaphone of Mass Communication
(cf. the review of Elmer Thiessen’s The Ethics of Evangelism here.)

Prophet, Priest, King, Healer, Liberator: The Open Covenant Community of the King
(cf. Ross Hastings, Missional God, Missional Church: Hope for Re-Evangelizing the West)

Broken People (suffering servants, paschal and kenotic) …
(cf. Brennan Manning, Ragamuffin Gospel: Good News for the Bedraggled, Beat-Up, & Burnt Out)

United in Love …

Together Representing Christ and His Kingdom
(cf. Bryan P. Stone, Evangelism after Christendom: The Theology and Practice of Christian Witness, also
David E. Fitch, Faithful Presence, and Mike Frost, Surprise the World: Five Habits of … Missional People)

Implications for ME and MY CHURCH right now …
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2.1

PART III. MESSAGE for the Church in Mission and Evangelism

What, then, is the message that the church in mission and evangelism must proclaim? In short,
“Jesus’ evangelization was no less and no more than a holistic proclamation of the present,
imminent, and inbreaking reign of God.”1 This is perhaps best seen in Mark 1:14-15 (ESV): “Jesus
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” As we explored earlier, the reign of
God is fully orbed shalom—righteousness, healing, justice and abundant life. The gospel of the
Kingdom, then, is a public pronouncement of “good news of God’s absolute future and God’s
design for humanity.”2 By announcing God’s reign, we simultaneously engage in the “ministry of
denunciation” of all that is anti-Kingdom.3 “Sin” is a “departure from that Kingdom,” such that
whatever keeps humanity enslaved and restrained from embracing the liberating reign of God must
be renounced and relativized—whether it be personal sins or corporate injustice.4 No one drifts into
God’s Kingdom; you enter by responding in faith and obedience to the call to “repent”—that is, to
rethink and reorient your whole life toward the kingdom of God.5 We are not calling for converts
who respond to cheap grace. Rather, our message must make it clear that Christ is looking for
disciples who are willing to die to themselves and live for Him, press on to maturity in His image,
identify with His body—the church—in baptism, and follow Christ “on the way of the Kingdom.”6
God deserves our allegiance: through Christ, He has
vanquished evil and “won a battle for us that we
ourselves can’t win.”7 In announcing God’s reign,
however, we speak not of a tyrannical King but a
loving Father: He desires that none perish; He
rejoices over the lost being found.8 Repentance, then,
precedes forgiveness and times of refreshing.9

1

Arias, Reign of God, 55. [For full references, see module 3 footnotes.]

2

Ibid., 39; Guder, Missional Church, 135-36. Cf. Isa. 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jer. 31:31-34; Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 10:7-8; 24:14;
Luke 4:43; John 10:10; Rom. 10:14-17; 14:17; 1 Cor. 15:28; 2 Cor. 5:17-20.
3

Arias, Reign of God, 92. Cf. Matt. 11:21; 23:13-15; Luke 6:24-26; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Eph. 5:1-6; Rev. 21:1-8.

4

Jones, Unshakable Kingdom, 172-74, 225, 293. Cf. Ex. 20; Matt. 5:17-48; John 8:31-58; Rom. 3:23; Gal. 3:24-25.

5

Snyder, Kingdom, 150; Arias, Reign of God, 45-53. Cf. John 3:3.

6

Arias, Reign of God, 104. See also pp. 6, 52, 101, 103, 112. The following sources set our evangelistic endeavours
within the greater task of making disciples of the nations: Newbigin, Secret, 135; Guder, Missional Church, 137-38;
Sider and others, Make a Difference, 65; Webber, Faith, 145, 150, 172; and Coleman, Evangelism, 34-36, 51, 101-3. Cf.
Matt. 5-7; 8:19-22; 11:29; 28:18-20; Luke 9:47-62; 14:28-33; John 6:26-66; Rom. 6:1-13; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:1-7; Phil.
3:8-16; Col. 1:27-28.
7

Webber, Evangelism, 140; Idem, Faith, 144-51, concerning the Christus Victor model of atonement as the
church’s primary proclamation. Cf. Col. 2:13-15; Phil. 2:10-11.
8

Moltmann, Trinity, 70; Snyder, Kingdom, 23; Arias, Reign of God, 17. Cf. Ezek. 18:1-32; Matt. 5:45; 6:8-13; 7:7-14;
Luke 15:1-32; 2 Pet. 3:9;
9

Cf. Matt. 11:28-30; Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9.
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As Leighton Ford observes in the Scriptures, the “gospel” has many variations:
the “gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 24:14); the “gospel of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24); the
“gospel of God” (Romans 1:1); the “gospel of Christ” (Romans 1:16); “the gospel of the glory
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Yet it has a singular focus: “We proclaim Christ.” There is no
evangelism that does not make clear that God has come near to us in Christ.10
The Biblical portrait of Christ is clearer than that of God the Father and His Kingdom.11 It is
appropriate, then, that our message centres on both “the unshakable kingdom and the unchanging
person,” for “the Kingdom [is] Christlikeness universalized.”12 Jesus (the King) and the Kingdom
order He embodies are one—“auto-basilea.”13 Furthermore, it is through Christ that we see the
Father and understand the Trinity.14 Essentially, “the gospel is Jesus himself,” for there is salvation
in none other.15 Christ alone—through His sacrifice on the cross—reconciles us to the Father and
saves us from the coming wrath of God against all that is anti-Kingdom, thereby offering
forgiveness of sins and the promised Holy Spirit.16 As David Short notes in his exegetical study of
the “gospel,” following Christ’s resurrection and ascension and the reception of the Spirit at
Pentecost, the Kingdom of God is now synonymous with the Kingdom of Christ.17 The centre of
evangelistic proclamation shifts from announcing that “the Kingdom of God is at hand” to declaring
that “Jesus is Lord.”18 In this context, then,
evangelism, or proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom, means announcing that
individuals can share in Christ’s cosmic redemption by submitting themselves to Christ’s
Lordship. It means an invitation to join Jesus’ new community, the church, which is now
making the kingdom visible by caring for those who are poor, restoring communities and
creation, and loving the whole person the way Jesus did.19

10

Ford, “Evangelistic Preaching,” in Hearts Aflame, ed. Tan, 21; emphasis mine.

11

Snyder, Kingdom, 128. Cf. John 5:37-40.

12

Jones, Unshakable Kingdom, 155-56; 240. Cf. Heb. 12:28; 13:8.

13

Ibid., 290, 295-96, 301. Cf. Acts 8:12; 28:31. Basilea is Greek for Kingdom.

14

Cf. Luke 3:21-22; John 14:6-11; Col. 1:11-22; 2:9-15; Rev. 22:12-13.

15

Guder, Missional Church, 87. Cf. Acts 4:12; 11:14-18; Rom. 1:3, 9; 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Gal. 1:6-9; 3:1; 2 Tim. 2:8.

16

Cf. Ps. 2; Isa. 44:3; Ezek. 11:19-20; 36:26; 37:14; Joel 2:28-29; Matt. 5:20-30; Luke 13:1-5; John 15:26-27; Acts
2:38; 3:19; 5:30-31; 22:16; Rom. 1:18; 2:4-8; 5:6-11; Eph. 2:1-9; Col. 3:1-14; 1 Thess. 1:10; Rev. 11:18.
17

David Kenneth Short, "Evangelism, Eschatology and the Kingdom of God: A Critical Appraisal of a Proposal by
William J. Abraham" (ThM Thesis, Regent College, Vancouver, 1997), 145. Cf. Col. 1:13; Eph. 5:5; 2 Tim. 4:1, 18; 1 Cor.
15:24.
18

Ibid., 159, 164-66. Note that “Jesus is Lord” is no less eschatological or embracing a frame of reference than,
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand,” as the King embodies His Kingdom.
19

Sider and others, Churches that Make a Difference, 68.
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Or, as N. T. Wright explains, “The gospel is that the crucified and risen Jesus is the Lord of the
world. And that His death and resurrection transform the world, and that transformation can happen
to you. You, in turn, can be part of the transforming work.”20
The message that “Jesus is Lord”—having conquered the powers and set about restoring the
cosmos—is clearly a cosmic drama.21 Evangelism itself is a “drama in three scenes, concerning (1)
God’s victory over the forces of chaos and death, (2) the announcement of that victory, and (3) its
appropriation by those who hear the announcement.”22 The word “gospel,” simply defined, means
“tell-the-news.”23 As Christ’s witnesses, then, our task is to “tell the old, old story” in fresh ways to
an unknowing and unbelieving audience.24 N. T. Wright suggests the gospel makes most sense
when understood within a five-act play consisting of creation, “fall,” Israel, Jesus, and the church,
the drama closing with cosmic recreation.25 Robert Webber shares the gospel through the story of
recapitulation, in which “the whole creation is under sin and death. Yet God’s mission [through
Christ reconciling all things to Himself] is to free creation (nature and people) from death and
deliver creatures and creation into life—life in this world and life eternal.”26 Similarly, James
Choung—after beginning with a listener’s felt needs—explains the story as follows:
Most people ache for a better world. . . . The world and all that’s in it was designed for good.
. . . We—and the world—are damaged by evil. . . . Jesus came to restore the world and
everything in it for better. . . . With these resources [a community moving in the power of
God’s Spirit], Jesus is asking us to be sent together to heal the planet. . . . We need to become
the kind of good we want to see in the world.27

20

N. T. Wright, “Mere Mission,” interview by the editor, Christianity Today 51, no. 1 (January 2007): 39-41.

21

Snyder, Kingdom, 141-43.

22

Walter Brueggemann, Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism: Living in a Three-Storied Universe (Nashville, TN:
Abingdon Press, 1993), back cover, 8-10, 16-17, 37-38.
23

Ibid., 14.

24

Hauerwas, After Christendom?, 148-49.

25

N. T. Wright, The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to New Understanding of the Authority of Scripture (New
York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 121-22.
26

Webber, Evangelism, 137-38. The entire chapter, entitled “The Story We Tell” (pp. 137-52) is most useful.

27

James Choung, “The Big Story,” Tell It Slant Blog, 17 Sept. 2007, http://www.jameschoung.net/2007/09/17/thebig-story/ (accessed 23 Jan., 2018). The advantages of such a presentation over many evangelical tracts is that it
balances ongoing transformation with instantaneous decision making in conversion, communal with individual
implications, and mission-life with after-life. It lacks, however, by downplaying the “not yet” nature of the Kingdom—
thereby reinforcing anthropocentric activism—and final judgment and consummation, consequently ignoring God’s
wrath and the need for listeners to repent from their sins and realign with God’s reign. As Snyder suggests in Models
of the Kingdom, a biblically useful theology of the kingdom must maintain the tension among six fundamental
polarities—present versus future; individual versus social; spirit versus matter; gradual versus climactic; divine action
versus human action; and church versus kingdom (pp. 16-17).
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Whatever words we employ, we must tell a story that makes the call to repentance intelligible and
illuminates our main message that “Jesus is Lord.”
The message for mission is both Christ and His Kingdom, encapsulated in the proclamation that
“Jesus is Lord!” This message announces the gift of forgiveness and abundant life, denounces all
that is anti-Kingdom, calls for repentance, seeks to make disciples, and is best told as a true story
that demands a response. Accordingly, we must understand both the individual and his or her
community to know what the gospel would have us commend or challenge, what barriers must be
removed, and what bridges provide a point of contact. We must discover culturally relevant ways of
sharing the gospel story to gain a fresh hearing, encouraging creative expression through the arts.
Also, our strategies must allow for ongoing dialogue, personal care, and thoughtful follow-up in the
life-long disciple-making process.

2.2

PART IV. MEDIUM for the Church in Mission and Evangelism
As the church in mission and evangelism bears a message that is cosmic in

scope, it is understandable that many Christians have sought the most powerful
“megaphone”—that being the media—to capture attention and efficiently
telecast the good news to all of humanity. We must ask, however, whether all
vehicles are equally suitable to convey the gospel. In a series of talks captured in
Christ and the Media, the renowned British broadcaster Malcolm Muggeridge
asks his listeners to suppose that in the wilderness the Devil had presented Christ
with a fourth temptation, “this time an offer of networked TV appearances, in prime time, to
proclaim and expound his gospel. Would this offer, too, have been rejected like the others? If so,
why?”28 Muggeridge goes on to argue that the media—through its consumer driven bent to provide
entertainment and undemanding fantasy—irreparably distorts the truth and reality of the gospel,
making it an unsuitable medium for communication.29 He warns against the naïve
belief that “because they can reach millions of people, therefore what is said will be a
million times more effective.”30 I follow this lengthy aside not to entirely dismiss the
media as a medium for gospel communication—for surely we could discerningly
employ the media as but one of many strategies as we seek to be “all things to all
people, that by all means [we] might save some” (1 Cor. 9:22, ESV)—but rather as a
foil to considering, What medium best accords with gospel proclamation? I contend
that the primary medium for the church in mission and evangelism must be broken
people, united in love, who together represent Christ and His Kingdom in the world.

28

Malcolm Muggeridge, Christ and the Media (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1977), 30.

29

Ibid., 29-30, 39-42.

30

Ibid., 99. Thus, Muggeridge is “dubious about estimating influence by counting heads. God speaks to us in a still,
small voice, and leaves the thunderous words to Caesar. The truth is that what is effective is truth” (p. 103).
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The church is the plausibility structure supporting our gospel
proclamation: it is by our love for each other that God is made known
(John 13:34-35).31 Disembodied propositions and impersonal
pronouncements of God’s reign may play a role in the conversion of
some people, as God’s Word always achieves that for which it is
sent (Isa. 55:11). Ideally, however, an outsider receives the message
in the context of experiencing an imperfect yet authentic people
whose gradual t ransformation into the image of Christ signposts the
“now but not yet” His Kingdom.
Charles Van Engen suggests that the church acts as Christ’s body in
the world. Each member has a unique role to play so that
collectively we may serve the world as prophet (“calling for and working towards justice, toward
shalom, toward righteousness and peace in human relationships and social structures”), king (“to
take seriously [our] role in nation building, in bringing harmony to chaos . . . and in organizing
itself for the proclamation of the gospel of freedom and grace in Jesus Christ”), and priest
(“call[ing] for reconciliation of people with
God, each other, and themselves . . . [as] an
offering of the redemption found in Jesus
Christ to all who will come”).32 Each local
church functions as a “covenant community
of the King,” and thus a servant, sign and
sacrament of the Kingdom.33 Reflecting the
Trinitarian God, the church must be open to
the world as a “community of men and
women, without privileges and without
subjugation . . . defined through their
relations with one another and in their
significance for one another, not in opposition
to one another, in terms of power and
possession.”34

31

Synder, Kingdom, 131; Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1989),
227-32. Cf. Acts 2:14, 41-47; 4:32-35.
32

Van Engen, Missionary People, 124. As such, clergy function to equip the laity—the true “ministers”—to be
“God’s missionary people in the world” (pp. 154-56; cf. Rom. 12; 1 Cor. 12-14 on gifts). Any other hierarchical
distinction between clergy and laity is artificial and unbiblical. See Bakke with Hart, Urban Christian, 156-57.
33

Ibid., 99, 110, 113, 119. See also Newbigin, Open Secret, 48-49, 113; Guder, Missional Church, 204; Sider and
others, Make a Difference, 148-49.
34

Moltmann, Trinity, 198.
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As we speak of a triumphant Messiah, we must not engage in triumphalism, lest we forget Christ’s
humility, brokenness and poverty in this world.35 We, as members of His church, are the “poor and
crippled and blind and lame” invited into the King’s celebratory banquet—an evidence of God’s
amazing grace and power made perfect in weakness.36 As with Christ, we function in this world as a
“suffering servant,” willing to witness (martyria, Grk.) even unto death.37 Indeed, God’s presence is
“hidden and revealed in the life of that community which bears in its life the dying and rising of
Jesus.”38 This point is powerfully made by Michael Pucci, warranting an extended quotation:
If it is true that the medium is the message, God is certainly saying something very profound
about the nature of His gospel message. For He has chosen to send us. He is not sending a
detached word (or worse, an attached word document). . . . We incarnate the gospel because
that is God’s medium of choice. One good thing about the
human medium is that it tends to preserve the holistic nature
of the gospel. We are whole people, not walking sandwich
boards. . . . For the gospel is not a law or a disembodied
message that God wants to convey, but the living, breathing
word of the Kingdom exampled in its messengers. If the
gospel is good news to the poor, it is also [good
news]through the poor. . . . We are the best expressions of
both the poverty of the human condition and its redemption
and ongoing transformation in Christ. We are signs of
poverty for the gospel. . . . Therefore, the fact of our
imperfection as vessels of the gospel is something we need
to embrace, not hide. . . . It is precisely our sharing in
poverty that makes us effective priests. Furthermore,
walking in a posture that acknowledges this fact of our own poverty is itself alignment with
and a testimony to the power of the gospel. . . . Our brokenness and continuing transformation
is a key part of what we testify to. The authenticity of transparency is a powerful vehicle of
the gospel.39
Our “missional spirituality” as the ekklesia—those called out and gathered together by God to take
on the business of the Kingdom—must therefore be both “paschal” and “kenotic”: we must willing
lay down our lives, and our programs, embracing poverty for the sake of the gospel.

35

Cf. Matt. 20:17-28; John 13:1-17; 15:13; Phil. 2:5-11; 2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:15.

36

Cf. Luke 14:21; 1 Cor. 1:17-31; 2 Cor. 12:7-10; 13:4; Heb. 11:35-40.

37

Cf. Isa. 52:13-53:12; Matt. 5:10-12; Mark 13:10-13; John 12:32; 15:18; 2 Tim. 1:8; 2:3-9; 4:5; Heb. 2:9-10; 1 Pet.
2:9-25; 5:9; Rev. 12:11.
38

Newbigin, Open Secret, 52-54, 58, 140. Cf. 2 Cor. 4:1-18; Col. 1:27.

39

Pucci, “Gospel and Human Poverty,” in Hearts Aflame, ed. Tan, 222-24.
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Finally, the medium for mission is broken people and a Christlike church. Accordingly, we should
be open and honest about our struggles, reliant upon God’s grace, humble in our witness, and united
with other believers and churches in our efforts. Together we should seek to faithfully represent
Christ in our local community as we challenge sin and speak of shalom, work for reconciliation,
liberation and healing—harmoniously restoring relationships with each other, creation, and our
Creator—and as we offer
servant-leadership, thereby
playing our part in the
overarching missio Dei, that
God’s will may be done on
Earth as it is in Heaven.
As we squarely face the
missional challenge to reevangelize the first world, we
may find great confidence in
knowing that the mission is
God’s, as is the church itself.
As we seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness,
the church need not be anxious
about tomorrow, for the Christ
the King has promised that
even “the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.”40

Reflection Activities 4.1-4.2 [Distance Students only]
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following question, and tick off the related box in
the unit guide.
#4.1 How would you describe the ‘message’ for the church in mission and evangelism?
What would change in your personal evangelism, and your church’s evangelistic efforts,
were you to live from this theology?
#4.2 How would you describe the ‘medium’ for the church in mission and evangelism?
What would change in your personal evangelism, and your church’s evangelistic efforts,
were you to live from this theology?

40

Matt. 6:33-34; 16:18-19.
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3. TESTIMONY/TIPS/PRAYER/CHALLENGE | DEBRIEF READINGS

Class Activity 4.2 … “The Staples”—stuff we do each week
Testimony: _______________ is sharing their story this session …
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. A testimony is simply sharing
What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life
+ How life has changed
Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question:
“What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?”
Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …41
“I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”
“I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.”
“Guilty . . . but now liberated.”
“Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.”
“Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”
… See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126
Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY: Designed for good  Damaged by evil
 Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right

Tips: ______________ is sharing this session about evangelism with _______________
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.).
 Describe the Group and your involvement with them
 Tell one story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer:
o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel?
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group?
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them?
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group?
o Any other thoughts or illustrations?
 At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness

Prayer:
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led.

Challenge: Last module = “incarnational love/hospitality”.
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief. Reflect on these for FORUM POSTS.
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Here’s my attempt: “Jesus is good news to me because I’m an annoying “why” kinda’ guy. Ever since I was a kid, I
loved to ask why, and wanted to make sense of why the world is the way it is. My dad came to faith through facing the
toughest questions (origins, meaning, morality, destiny), and so he encouraged me to think. The more questions of
the Bible, and Jesus that I asked, the more it made sense. But it wasn’t until I was 21 and had a spinal injury, becoming
virtually quadriplegic, that I found this belief move from head to heart. As I prayed, God was closer than my wife’s
hugs, and spoke through a friend that within 10 days I would be able to walk again. Against medical predictions, this
happened exactly on the 10th day. If any worldview is true, it should at least make sense of science and love—the way
the world is, and the heart of our existence. In Jesus I’ve met and experienced the Creator and logic that makes the
universe hang together, and I’ve found a personal God who steps into my brokenness and deals with my issues in love,
paying for my wrongs. Logic, Love … Jesus ties these two together and offers the way, the truth, and the life, making
sense and meaning out of an otherwise confusing and empty existence.”
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Class Activity 4.3—Readings Debrief
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion. The aim is to ground the readings and apply
them to one’s life in general and ministry context in particular. This is the ideal time to bring up whatever
is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy!
N.B. For modules 1-10, I’ve set up a FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) to outline your two hours
of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. This is a great tie
in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment on what others post,
and let’s get the conversation going. Some great ideas may flow from this kind of dialogue.
To help you process the readings, the following questions and thoughts are what strike me. How would
you answer these kinds of questions?

“The Lausanne Covenant” (6pp)
 The Lausanne Covenant of 1974 has probably allowed more ecumenical partnership for evangelism than
any other theological statement before or since—with Catholics, the Orthodox, and Mainline churches.
What is it about this statement that has proven so key? What most, and least, resonates with you in this
statement?

SE “Incarnation and the Church’s Evangelistic Mission,” 171-184
 Imagine you are relocated for work (in an everyday kind of job) to a rural community consisting of
farmers, miners, and indigenous communities. What is and isn’t incarnational evangelism about?
What could incarnation look like in this community?

SE “Evangelism and Discipleship: The God Who Calls, the God Who Sends,” 219-234
 What has God’s calling and sending looked like in your own life?
 What are the idols in our western society? How are we to challenge these idols, and announce the
radical call to align with the one true God? (Tim Keller’s Counterfeit Gods is useful in this regard.)
 If the call to salvation is at the same time a call to be a disciple as part of a discipling community,
what structures could better reinforce this in the life and thinking of a new convert?

Michael Frost, “Slow Evangelism” (22pp)
 Why has Frost subtitled this chapter “Moving beyond four spiritual laws”?
Is his characterisation of common evangelical approaches to evangelism fair?
 If evangelism is still announcing a gospel—which is a fairly instantaneous event—in what sense does
Frost suggest evangelism should be “slow”? With what do you agree, disagree, or want to probe further?
 How does your church (and you personally) balance announcing and demonstrating God’s reign?
Use his guides on pp61-62 to consider what actions and activities would fit in each of the 3 boxes
(the third being “embodying the way of Jesus”).
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4. POINTING PEOPLE TO JESUS AS A STORYTELLER
………………............(LUKE 4:14-21; 8:1-15; 13:18-21)

Resource 4.2
Distance students can watch the talk delivered in session 3 “Sign of the Storyteller”. For the video,
and a note outline and transcript, see Talk #2 here. The transcript with slides of this talk is uploaded
to Mod. 4, Extra Resources. And for a methodology to interpret pop-culture like movies, see here.
Additionally, check out the following resources, which will help you capture the story-based nature of
both our message and our task in evangelism.
Brueggemann pdf from his 1993 book Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism, concerning how
evangelism fits a story-structure … uploaded to Moodle, Module 4, optional reading
“To Change the World” Wondering Fair post on an active gospel and the difference this makes to
young people responding. Available here, or use the Moodle link under Module 4
For a broader (beyond evangelism) consideration of the centrality of story to Christian belief as a
whole, see McGrath et al here. You may also find my message on being “Bible-Centred” helpful
(focusing on Stephen in Acts 6-7): video here. Additionally, I’ve recorded a Bible Society series called
“The Journey: Entering God’s Epic Story.” You can track down the DVD and study guide materials
(designed for home groups) from here, and watch the youtube introduction to the series here (full
sessions also: I, II, III, IV); I’ve uploaded the full transcript of the four DVDs—with additional discussion
activities to better understand and engage the Scriptures—available here.
You may notice that the “6 Act Play” (bouncing off both N. T. Wright, and James Choung—see below)
is the foundation for how I share the gospel using the 5 circles:
The Big Story tract here (other versions here), and video of sharing the big story here
A few of Wondering Fair articles communicating the Big Story here and here (part 1&2)
and here. Also, a post here on reframing the Bible away from literalism to a narrative.
An evangelism course called “Sign: Pointing People to Jesus” here and here
For some excellent related reading, see the following:
Allpress, Roshan, and Andrew Shamy. The Insect and the Buffalo:
How the Story of the Bible Changes Everything.
Christchurch, N.Z.: Compass Foundation, 2009.
Bartholomew, Craig G., and Michael W. Goheen.
The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2004.
Brueggemann, Walter. Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism:
Living in a Three-Storied Universe.
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1993.
Choung, James. True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In.
Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2008.
Vanhoozer, Kevin J. The Drama of Doctrine:
A Canonical-Linguistic Approach to Christian Theology.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005.
Wright, N. T. The Last Word: Beyond the Bible Wars to a
New Understanding of the Authority of Scripture.
[San Francisco]: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005.
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THE BOTTOM LINE:
Remember the story of the sower who cast gospel seeds on every soil looking
for a fruitful response? What’s our seed? What’s my message? Evangelism isn’t
about offering our world the Church now and Heaven later. Instead, we must be
storytellers who open ears by sharing the gospel of the Kingdom which sprouts
now and is full grown later when Jesus returns and sets everything right. But
Kingdom stories follow Kingdom deeds. A radical Christian life provokes
questions to which the answer is the gospel—we must tell our story walking,
living and sharing God’s reign.
So if you want to point people to Jesus, then be a STORY TELLER …
Forget about Heaven to tell good news now.

4.1

INTRODUCTION: THE CHARGE OF IRRELEVANCE


“Raw Sex”: irrelevance forces a bait and switch
(Cf. the review of Elmer Thiessen’s
The Ethics of Evangelism here.)



Is “Heaven” an escapist opiate of the masses?



Confirming suspicions—world-denying
Christianity



True Story: A Christianity Worth Believing In,
by James Choung …
What’s our story?



Irrelevant is out, Integrated is in (Col. 1:15-20)



If you want to point people to Jesus, adopt the
Sign of the Storyteller:
Forget about Heaven to tell good news now.

4.2

THE STORYTELLER: SOME BACKGROUND TO LUKE 8:1-15 (reading p21 notes)



Jesus—the master storyteller …
crowds flocked without false advertising (v. 4)



Accessible, yet somewhat obscure
(vs. 5-10; cf. Isaiah 6:10; 43:8; Ezekiel 12:2)



Stories as a way of sowing seed in every soil,
without casting pearls before swine
(Matthew 7:6)



My focus here is not on the soils, but on
stories, seed, and sowing
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4.3

WHY A STORY?

….........

… The crowd gathered and Jesus told them a parable (v. 4)
Stories Invite Us In, and Send Us Out







Inkheart: the power of a story to create and imagine new possibilities
Creative power in God’s Word, the seed (Luke 8:11; Isaiah 55:11; John 1:1-4)
Stories invite us in: they bypass “watchful dragons” to see the world differently
“Thank God You’re Here”: understanding the story we’re living in
Stories send us out: we improvise according to the story we think we’re in
Plant Physiology: Seed Core + Seed Coat … the Gospel Core (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)
+ the Gospel Coating (Mark 1:1, 14) … stories help seeds sprout in parched soil

Designed for good... We were made to love God, love each other, and cultivate this garden planet
(Genesis 1-2; Job 7:17-18; Psalms 8:3-9; 19; 144:3-4; Matthew 22:37-40; John 1; Ephesians 2:8-10)
Damaged by evil... Instead we’ve despised God, abused others, and vandalized our world—“Sin”
pollutes, perverts and destroys life (Genesis 3; Isaiah 59; John 8:34; Romans 1:18-32; 3:23; 6:23)
Restored for better... We’re forgiven, freed, healed, and transformed by Jesus’ sacrifice (Isaiah
52:13-53:12; John 3:16; 10:10; Acts 4:12; Romans 5; Colossians 2:13-15; Hebrews 2:14-15)
Sent together to heal... Jesus has empowered us with God’s Spirit to live the resurrection hope
(Luke 4:18-19; 12:31-37; Matthew 20:25-28; 28:18-20; John 13:34-35; 15:5-27; 20:19-22; Acts 1:8)
Set everything right... Jesus will return to judge evil, deal with the powers, and set everything
right—a transformed world, God with us, and real peace (Psalms 96; 98; Isaiah 2:2-4; 65:17-25;
Acts 17:31; Romans 8:18-25; 1 Corinthians 15:21-58; Philippians 2:1-11; Revelation 11:18; 21:1-8)
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WHICH STORY?

4.4

….........

… Jesus proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom of God (v. 1)
When Your Story Is Straight, The Seed Will Sprout




“Knowing” … Twisted plot-lines: Pagan (other-worldly paradise); Platonic (escape earth to a pure
spiritual home); and Gnostic (secret knowledge saves insiders)
If the crowds don’t press, and the crops are poor, check the seed (Matthew 11:12)
Setting the story straight as we point people to Jesus:

o

STORY #1: CHRISTENDOM—CHURCH NOW, HEAVEN LATER
Granted, the Church is a key part of God’s plan, and
Heaven is our immediate “home” when we die, BUT …
 The “Church” is God’s missional community, sent
through Christ’s scars to absorb evil and bring peace to
a fallen world (John 20:19-21) … it’s not a religious club
for those lamenting the break down of Christendom,
who want to escape the world’s problems

 “Heaven” is essentially God’s throne, where His
rule is complete (Acts 7:49). It’s less the place you go
when you die than a spiritual dimension parallel to
Earth, opened up when “Heaven invades Earth”
(Genesis 28:12-13; 2 Kings 6:17). Thus we pray “Your
Kingdom come and Your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10)


“Heaven” is never used in the New Testament as an evangelistic carrot for when you die, nor is it
described as our eternal resting place and hope. Our real hope, the main game, is “life after life after
death,” the resurrection of all things, with the New Creation where Heaven comes to Earth (Matthew
24:35; Acts 24:15; Romans 8: 18-23; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 2 Corinthians 5:1-2; Ephesians 1:10;
Colossians 1:10; Hebrews 12:26; Revelation 3:12; 6:14; 21:1-3). Heaven is not our home, so travel light
but get established on Planet Earth (Jeremiah 29:1-7)!



The Kingdom of Heaven is not from here, but it is for here: that is, Earth (John 18:36). Announcing “the
Kingdom of Heaven” is a call to rethink and align our lives with God’s rule which Jesus brought from
Heaven to Earth (Matthew 3:2; 4:17; 10:7; 16:19)



This world will be judged and refined (2 Peter 3:7). Even so, any work done in the power of God’s Spirit
and built on the foundation of Christ will pass through the judgement, forming building blocks and
architecture for the New Creation (Matthew 25:13-40; 1 Corinthians 3:9-15; Ephesians 2:10; Hebrews
12:26-28). Whether we’re caring for an intellectually impaired child, or planting sequoia seeds—
whatever aligns with our created purpose of loving God, loving others, and cultivating this earth, all for
His glory—it is not wasted effort, re-arranging the chairs on the Titanic. Instead, it is holistically living
our mission in the here and now, which God will use and reward.



Implication: When it comes to evangelism, forget about Heaven and focus on
the Now and the New Creation. Our faith is world-embracing, not world-escaping.
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STORY #2: THE KINGDOM OF GOD—SPROUTING NOW, FULL GROWN LATER
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and … was teaching in their synagogues:
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.” …
"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4:14-21)


“Jesus’ evangelization was no less and no more than a holistic proclamation of the present, imminent,
and inbreaking reign of God” (Mortimer Arias). Jesus proclaimed the gospel like this:
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:14-15)



The Kingdom is “God’s total answer to humanity’s total need” (E. Stanley Jones).
We have good news to tell right now, that is individual, corporate, and cosmic:
spiritually, economically, politically, physically, and environmentally (Isaiah 58:3-14; Micah 6:6-8)



The Kingdom is “now and not yet,” both present (Mark 1:15) and future (Matthew 6:10), gradual (Mark
4:26-28) and climactic (Matthew 25:1-6). It spread like a wild mustard bush, or leaven in a loaf (Luke
13:18-21). Though we are co-workers in the Kingdom by the Spirit’s power (1 Corinthians 3:9),
we will receive the New Creation as a gift from God, not built by human hands lest we boast
(Hebrews 11:8-16; 12:28)



The Kingdom is “Christlikeness Universalized,” so we must point both to “The Unshakable Kingdom
and the Unchanging Person” (Acts 28:31; Hebrews 12:27; 13:8). In short form, our message is that
“Jesus is Lord.” We share and embody this message



“The Church is the preview community, the foretaste and the harbinger of the coming reign of God”
(Darrell Guder). We call people to ‘life abundant’, and demonstrate the quality of such life in the
community of Jesus—loving God and others, cultivating Earth … The gospel always marries Kingdom
words and deeds (Matthew 9:35; 11:5), compassionately meeting physical and spiritual needs
(Luke 10:1-9; John 4:10-15).

Implication: We have an integrated message to tell the world that really is good news.
Seeking first the Kingdom leaves us with a “salvation imperative” right now.
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HOW TO TELL THE STORY?

4.5

….........

… Every soil receives, but only those with ears to hear respond (v. 8)
ON EVERY SOIL, IN EVERY WAY, SOW THE GOSPEL SEED


Subtly planting seeds that Sign post the Kingdom for those wanting to see



Seeking creativity for a story saturated society: Walker Percy & Alasdair MacIntyre

“[M]an [sic] is in his actions and practice, as well as in his fictions, essentially a story-telling animal. … I can
only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the prior question ‘Of what story or stories do I
find myself a part?’ We enter human society, that is, with one or more imputed characters—roles into
which we have been drafted — and we have to learn what they are in order to be able to understand how
others respond to us and how our responses to them are apt to be construed. … Deprive children of stories
and you leave them unscripted, anxious stutterers in their actions as in their words. Hence there is no way
to give us an understanding of any society, including our own, except through the stock of stories which
constitute its initial dramatic resources. Mythology, in its original sense, is at the heart of things.42”

A WORD ON PLOUGHING

4.6

….........

… Good soil eventually yields a hundred fold harvest (vv. 8, 15)
TELL YOUR STORY WALKING: LIVE AND SHARE GOD’S REIGN


What St. Francis did and didn’t say (Matthew 5:16; 25:31-46; Mark 16:15;
Romans 10:15; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; James 1:22): walk and talk



Radical Kingdom deeds prompt questions to which the answer is the gospel story

42

After Virtue, 2d ed. (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1984), 216. [N.b. the philosopher quoted
here is a different person to the Brisbane artist Alasdair MacIntyre featured with his character Aecap.]
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4.7

CHALLENGE & QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Adopt the Sign of the Storyteller … Forget about Heaven to tell good news now

(1) Get your story straight: Irrelevant is out, Integrated is in.
Salvation is holistic, so look for ways to share the whole gospel.
Practice telling The Big Story.

(2) Tell your story walking: Kingdom Deeds and
Kingdom Words travel together.
In everyday life, how can you better model
“life abundant” as a Sign pointing to Jesus?
How can you subtly plant seeds that
sprout Kingdom fruit?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Have you ever seen Christians use a ‘bait and switch’ strategy to open up a ‘spiritual conversation’?
How and why did they do it? Is this legitimate?
2. From the perspective of a groaning world, how is the gospel good news right now?
3. What story most opened your eyes and imagination to the gospel? In what way?
4. What aspect of the Big Story is most different to how you normally explain the gospel?
How is this approach better or worse than gospel messages you’ve used?
5. If we believe the story is ‘Church now, Heaven later’, how might this affect both the way we share,
and how we live on mission in this world?
6. In your own words, what is the Kingdom of God, and why is it good news now?
7. What kind of subtle seeds have you planted recently? Have you seen fruit yet?
8. How might you ‘tell your story walking’ this week, as a Sign of the Kingdom?

Reflection Activities 4.3-4.4 [Distance Students only]
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following question, and tick off the related box in
the unit guide.
#4.3 What was your general response to this message?
How might you ‘tell your story walking’ this week, as a Sign of the Kingdom?
#4.4 Read through the discussion questions above,
and respond to the question that grabs you the most.
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Luke 8:1-15 (Today's New International Version): The Parable of the Sower

After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with
him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases:
Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna
the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many
others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.
1

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from
town after town, he told this parable: 5 "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and
the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants
withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which
grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It
came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." When he
said this, he called out, "Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."
4

9

His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said,

"The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you,
but to others I speak in parables, so that,
"'though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.'
"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those
along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be
saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when
they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of
testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and
pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for
those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it,
and by persevering produce a crop.
11
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5. DEDICATION
I trust God has been speaking to you through this session.
What has God put in our heart, so that we can tell His story walking?
What does holistic mission and evangelism look like in your context?
How would God have you respond to this message?
Spend some time in prayer, and then as a group we will have a time of dedicating our lives and our gifts to
God, for His glory and to make Him known. This is particularly important in our day-to-day vocations.
“Whether we eat or drink, or whatever we do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31; cf. Col. 3:17).

6. PREPARATION, CHALLENGE, AND PRAYER
For next module, the two students sharing will be:
TESTIMONY: ________________ TIPS: ______________ Demographic: ____________________

Preparation for Next Week
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide pp7-8 … Come prepared to share …
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
 If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your TESTIMONY and/or TIPS for outreach


CHALLENGE for the Forum Activity Module 4
 The CHALLENGE for this week is prayerful dedication … if you have a job outside of being a
student (whether part- or full-time), for the next week turn up 5 minutes early each day
and dedicate both your life, and the physical space, to the glory of God. How would He
have you tell your story walking this week? Then, as you go through the day, practice
being aware of His presence and love for those around you. This love is also expressed
through the simple actions and tasks associated with your work, as you cultivate the
world. Post to the FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) under Module 4 on Moodle to
outline your two hours of outreach each week, and a question raised
+ lesson learned from the experience.
 N.b. if you are a full time student, then your CHALLENGE is to construct, or uncover (have
open eyes in your everyday life—a redemptive story may be in front of your nose!) a story
that carries a key aspect of the gospel. This story must be centred in the everyday, and
well suited to one of the three people on your weekly prayer list to come to faith. Try and
weave this story into your conversation this week, and see what conversation comes.
Remember, you should bounce off one of the recommended readings in your response.
You should have processed these readings prior to completing this module.

Put your response on the Moodle Forum
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Let’s close by reciting the Lord’s prayer together:

Our Father who is in Heaven,
Holy is Your Name.
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done
On Earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory
For ever and ever, Amen.
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Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
What in this session is most significant to you personally,
in forming your own theology, life and thought?
In a world of partial promises, the “Kingdom of God” meets my whole desire.
Back in the 1960s, E. Stanley Jones was a strong critic of Churches which only presented half the
gospel, thus gutting the good news. He wrote during the Cold War with Communism, and was
convinced that such regimes only rose because the world was left with a vacuum of vision: the
Church offered itself rather than pointing to the Kingdom of God, which is God’s program for a
broken world. (See his book Christ’s Alternative to Communism.)
Jones believed this gospel has turned many people off the real thing, making salvation a private
event separate from God’s good plans for the resurrected cosmos. In the process, we have made
the Church irrelevant and the gospel innocuous. Jones finishes, “I’m no longer interested in an
individual gospel or a social gospel—I want one gospel that demands and offers conversion for
both.”
In his reflection on Jesus’ Jubilee vision in Luke 4 (in The Unshakable Kingdom and the Unchanging
Person), Jones contends that the gospel is good news for economically disinherited (the poor), the
socially and politically disinherited (the captives), the physically disinherited (the blind), the
morally and spiritually disinherited (setting at liberty the bruised). Taken together, Christ offers a
new beginning on a world scale (the Lord’s year of Jubilee) through the dynamic behind it all, the
indwelling Spirit who is upon us through Jesus’ impartation.
THIS is truly good news.
But how to tell it?
Me, I’m not much of a story teller. I tend to get the punch line wrong (or put it at the start).
My timing sucks. I forget the details.
BUT, I love movies.43
I’m not sure if you’ve noticed, but once you get the shape of the Big Story (the 5 circles), you see it
everywhere. Granted, it’s warped at various points, sometimes seriously. Nevertheless, it’s still
there. This story is imprinted on all of creation, especially the silver screen. It could be in a violent
Tarantino movie like Django Unchained, with a thirst for justice (‘everything set right’). It might be
in Lord of the Rings or the Avengers as you see action to help heal the world.
Where have you seen it?
I found it most clearly in Les Miserables. A conversation with a non-Christian friend went gospel
when he said he just couldn’t get why the Commissioner let Jean Valjean off, and then killed
himself. Listening to the Spirit, I was able to place my friend in the role of the Commissioner (with
his desire for justice, yet awareness that he fell short), and then guide him through the 5 circles in
a way that connected his story to the Big Story.
Eternity is hidden in our hearts, though we cannot tell the beginning from the end (Ecclesiastes
3:11). For me, being a storyteller—to mix metaphors—means hearing the harmony of God’s
common grace in the world, interpreted through the clear melody of the gospel. In turn, I can join
the song as I hum along with my non-Christian friends and help them recognise the One who
composed all our lives.
What stories would Christ have you tell this week?

43

For my methodology for interpreting pop-culture artefacts like movies, see here. And, for an example analysis of
one such artefact—the movie Logan, rounding off Wolverine’s life—see the talk from Theologicon here.
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