EM324/524-D
Module 9
Learning Guide
Deeds, Words & Work
Before you start...





Do the pre-reading for this week (see Unit Guide + uploads on Moodle)
From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application
Come ready to share how your evangelism challenge went from the previous module
If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your testimony and/or share about evangelism
with your chosen social group

1. INTRODUCTION
“People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care!” Somewhat cliché, this
saying nevertheless makes theological sense. Remember, love moved into the neighbourhood through
Christ’s incarnation, the residents experiencing the Kingdom of God, before opening to this explosive
evangelistic message. In this module, then, we consider how to tie together deeds, words, and work.
In session one we’ll hear from barrista-cum-social-entrepreneur Adam James, owner of the Fortitude Valley
café Cup From Above. We’ll hear his story of discovering God’s heart for the broken-hearted. How do
evangelism and justice marry together at the grass roots level, serving up love with a premium coffee?
In session two we’ll debrief the readings, as well as the weekly staples: share your testimony, offer some
tips, pray for friends, and reflect on the challenge. Then, in session three, we’ll turn to the world of work.
General Practitioner, Rama Spencer, will give you a glimpse of the impact you can have when you dedicate
the whole of your work to the glory of God.
OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this module are to:
1. Explore the key link between good deeds and good words, toward evangelistic justice
2. Catch a vision for how work can be rejigged for evangelistic effectiveness and God’s glory
OUTCOMES
On completion of this module, the students shall be expected to consider their own evangelistic
engagement with issues of justice, and make simple changes to more effectively witness through work.
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm)
6:15 Good Deeds and Good Words with Adam James (50 minutes)
7:10 Testimony/Tips/Prayer/Challenge | Debrief Readings (45 minutes)
8:05 Work and Witness with Dr. Rama Spencer (50 minutes)
8:55 Assign students next module + Challenge + Lord’s Prayer (5 minutes)
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2. GOOD DEEDS AND GOOD WORDS, WITH ADAM JAMES

Resource 9.1
A number of key links to Adam James’ work with “Cup From Above” follow this resource box. For
now, check out the stunning work of the following groups, all concerned with evangelistic justice:
“Hope Foundation,” working with women wanting change from addictions and/or the sex
industry (introductory video here). Hear founder Bronwen Healy’s testimony here. For insight
into how someone like Bronwen got caught in the cycle of the sex trade, see here.

For examples of how one InterVarsity
Campus tied evangelism to the justice
issue of child slavery in a “Price of Life”
campaign, see here and here.
“The Simple Way” in Philadelphia,
with Shane Claiborne. Resources here,
with interviews here, here, here and here
International Justice Mission
Here for Australia’s branch of the Micah Challenge (excellent spoken word intro here)
The Leprosy Mission and the video story of Father Damien on the island of “Molokai”
Christian Blind Mission
“Not for Sale” project, addressing human trafficking
UNOH (Urban Neighbours of Hope): Blog here and the Surrender Conference here
Here for Opportunity International Australia … micro-economic enterprise
Missionaries of Charity in India (Mother Teresa) and Australia/Papua New Guinea
Here for insight into World Vision Australia initiatives (International here)
The work of South American Liberation Theologians like Oscar Romero, + film “Romero”
On Moodle, Module 9, the following readings will be helpful:
Mortimer Arias, Announcing the Reign of God, pp83-89
Here for Lausanne Occasional Paper 20 on Commitment to a Simple Life-Style
Lausanne Occasional Paper #21: “Evangelism and Social Responsibility”
Here for Lausanne Occasional Paper 22 on Christian Witness to the Urban Poor
Lausanne Occasional Paper #33: “Holistic Mission” (here for network on integral mission)
Lausanne Occasional Paper #34: “At Risk People” (here for network on creation care)
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Further, check out these books:
Arias, Mortimer. Announcing the Reign of God: Evangelization and the Subversive Memory of Jesus.
Lima, OH: Academic Renewal Press, 2001.
Barker, Ash. Make Poverty Personal: Taking the Poor As Seriously As the Bible Does. Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker Books, 2009.
Blomberg, Craig. Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Material Possessions. Downers
Grove (Ill.): InterVarsity press, 2001.
Boff, Leonardo, and Clodovis Boff. Introducing Liberation Theology. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books,
1988.
Catford, Cheryl. Following Fire: How the Spirit Leads Us to Fight Injustice. Springvale, Vic: Urban
Neighbours of Hope, 2008.
Claiborne, Shane. The Irresistible Revolution: Living As an Ordinary Radical. Grand Rapids, Mich:
Zondervan, 2006.
Claiborne, Shane, and Anthony Campolo. Red Letter Revolution: What If Jesus Really Meant What He
Said? Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012.
Claiborne, Shane, and Chris Haw. Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals. Grand Rapids,
Mich: Zondervan, 2008.
Clark, Chap, and Kara Eckmann Powell. Deep Justice in a Broken World: Helping Your Kids Serve Others
and Right the Wrongs Around Them. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007.
Gutiérrez, Gustavo, Caridad Inda, and John Eagleson. Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and
Salvation. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2009.
Hatmaker, Brandon. Barefoot Church: Serving the Least in a Consumer Culture. Grand Rapids, Mich:
Zondervan, 2011.
Haugen, Gary A. Good News About Injustice: A Witness of Courage in a Hurting World. Downers
Grove, Ill: IVP Books, 2009.
Haugen, Gary A. Just Courage: God's Great Expedition for the Restless Christian. Downers Grove, Ill:
IVP Books, 2008.
Keller, Timothy J. Generous Justice: How God's Grace Makes Us Just. New York, N.Y.: Dutton,
Penguin Group USA, 2010.
Keller, Timothy J. Ministries of Mercy: The Call of the Jericho Road. Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R Pub, 1997.
Lyons, Gabe. The Next Christians: The Good News About the End of Christian America. New York:
Doubleday Religion, 2010.
Martin, Jim. The Just Church: Becoming a Risk-Taking, Justice-Seeking, Disciple-Making
Congregation. [Carol Stream, IL]: Tyndale Momentum, 2012.
McLaren, Brian D. Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises, and a Revolution of Hope. Nashville:
Thomas Nelson, 2007.
McLaren, Brian D., Elisa Padilla, and Ashley Bunting Seeber. The Justice Project. Grand Rapids, Mich:
Baker Books, 2009.
Platt, David. Follow Me: A Call to Die. a Call to Live. Carol Stream, Ill: Tyndale House Publishers, 2013.
Sider, Ronald J. The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience: Why Are Christians Living Just Like the Rest
of the World? Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 2005.
Sider, Ronald J. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity.
Nashville, Tenn: Thomas Nelson, 2005.
Sobrino, Jon. Jesus the Liberator: A Historical-Theological Reading of Jesus of Nazareth. Maryknoll,
N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1993.
Stackhouse, John G. Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real World. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2008.
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Teresa, Mother, Becky Benenate, and Joseph Durepos. No Greater Love. Novato, CA: New World
Library, 2002.
Walsh, Brian J., and Sylvia C. Keesmaat. Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire.
Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2004.
Yankoski, Michael, and Danae Yankoski. Zealous Love: A Practical Guide to Social Justice.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan, 2009.
Finally, if you’re wondering how the “good news” and God’s “just reign” tie together, then
perhaps my Wondering Fair articles on apartheid and oppression in South Africa will help:
Here for a reflection on Nelson Mandela and “Poverty in Post-Apartheid South Africa”
Here for thoughts on Desmond Tutu and the Truth and Reconciliation Committee.

2.1

First Thoughts

Read out loud the following passages then pause for a minute in silent prayer:
Isaiah 58:1-14

Micah 6:9-16, then 6:6-8

Luke 3:1-14

Luke 4:16-19

James 2:14-17

Matthew 25:31-46

Discuss the following:
What is the relationship between good deeds (kingdom justice) and good words (evangelism)?
Is it legitimate to share the gospel without living the gospel
(i.e., where the Other sees God’s kingdom?) Why, or why not?
What problems come from separating deeds and words?
What strengths come from uniting them together?
When have you seen deeds and words best integrated in a Kingdom witness?
What cause, need, or problem most moves your heart, whether local, national, or global?
How does your church engage issues of justice?

How does a concern for present suffering in
this world relate to a concern for eternal
suffering through separation from God in the
next? Listen to John Piper expound Ephesians
3 at the Cape Town 2010 Lausanne Movement
Gathering.

(Part 1 and Part 2 of Piper’s address.)
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How is this understanding similar to, or
different from, Ronald Sider’s understanding
of a Christian response to poverty? See here.
“When a poor person dies of hunger, it has
not happened because God did not take care
of him or her. It has happened because
neither you nor I wanted to give that person
what he or she needed. We have refused to
be instruments of love in the hands of God to
give the poor a piece of bread, to offer them a
dress with which to ward off the cold. It has
happened because we did not recognize Christ when, once more, he appeared under the guise of pain,
identified with a man numb from the cold, dying of hunger, when he came in a lonely marginalized human
being, in a lost, suffering or exploited child in search of a safe home.”—Mother Teresa

2.2

“Cup From Above”—Coffee in Service of Compassion, with Adam James

**Unfortunately distance students won’t have access to what Adam shares. That said, as part of the
Malyon course, “Integrating Faith and Work,” I interviewed Adam as a case study of compassionate work.
You can listen to this inspiring 1 hour mp3 here. Some of the links below will flesh out the work of “Cup From
Above.” Additionally, you’ll need to work through the Woorabinda case study, for your reflection activities—
which the contact students may or may not get to**
As explained on their web-site here,
Cup From Above is a community cafe. This
means it is run by the community for the
community. We work with many different
organisations, businesses, churches and
politicians for the greater good of the
community.
The word community comes from the Latin
word munio which means to build, to
fortify or to strengthen. We believe that
together we are built up, fortified &
strengthened. We look out for one another
and help each when we’re in need.
Located at 740 Ann St, Fortitude Valley (Brisbane, Qld), Cup From Above “Exists to Love & Connect the
Community.” Their vision is worth quoting at length:
To proactively acknowledge an ever increasing need emerging between disadvantaged people
and the broader community; recognising the opportunity to give life ownership to the
disadvantaged via quality training and an authentic occupation. … Cup From Above emerged
from recognising a need of training and integration for people with disabilities and addressing
it pragmatically within the community. A cafe used as a vehicle, chiefly by people with varying
disabilities to learn a trade and serve world class, speciality coffee.
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The twofold opportunity on offer from the CFA team
is to: create a platform for the disadvantaged within
the community; provide inspiration through
education and ultimately vocational options to the
volunteers. Ultimately, for the team to learn a skill
for use for their future in a safe and supportive
environment where people connect with a genuine
sense of purpose.
Our vision for the future is to be renowned as the
cafe that provides exceptional food & coffee while
championing the needs of its local community.
Explore their web-site for ways in which they participate in the justice work of God, finding inspiration for
your own witness. Here are some key resources that may be helpful:
•

Introductory video here, 5 minute
doco here/here plus 7 min. video
telling the story of Kevin Kelly,
one of CFA’s team members here

•

ABC Radio National interview
with CFA here, highlighting the
“suspended coffee movement”
buying food and drink for future
customers in need.
(12 minute mp3 here; 2 minute
grab here.) More information on
“Caffeine Kindness” here.

•

CFA facebook here and great interview

•

CFA’s “Street Week”, where they lived
rough with the homeless and blogged
their experience. Introductory video
here. See this 2 minute Ch. 10 news
interview with Adam James re: the social
needs in nearby
caravan park,
“Aspley Acres”. See also their project, “Grandpa’s Garden” here.
֍ How do you ethically combine advocacy and care for the disadvantaged
with clear verbal witness that points people to Christ?
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2.3

Extra Resources and Class Activity: Justice and the Church

Watch the first 4.00 minutes of the youtube.com clip below, taken from Dan Merchant’s DVD
“Lord Save Us From Your Followers.”

What impacted you most about this expression of the Church?
The church exists to “alert people to the reign of God, in word and deed.” Another common
description is that the church is the sign, servant, and sacrament of the Kingdom of God.
o

What form do these functions take in the above Christian community?

o

What form do these functions take in your local Christian community?

Read together Acts 2:42-47:

“42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed
by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.”
The church has a number of functions, including celebrating God (worship), cultivating the image of Christ
(discipleship), caring for one another (care); communicating the life of Christ in word and deed
(mission/evangelism); and all of this is done together in community as the re-presentation of the body of
Christ on Earth.1 Provided these functions are met, church can take on any form that best serves the
purpose for which it was instituted. Though it initially gathered together on Sunday to celebrate the day of
the Lord’s resurrection, virtually any element (day, time, structure, service, etc.) can be varied.
Dream a little. How different could church look, and in what key aspects might we seek change
to better serve our God-given function in our local community?

1

This particular formulation (5C’s) comes from Kenmore Baptist Church, penned by senior pastor, Ric Benson.
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What present structures—perhaps ones we take for granted, such as seating, clergy–laity
distinction, paid pastorate, service order, nature of gatherings, place of gatherings, etc.—are
unhelpful in serving our function as sign, servant, and sacrament of the Kingdom of God?
How might church change to better reach the following demographics:
o

Asylum seekers and (im)migrants/refugees

o

Shift workers (e.g. nurses, people stocking shelves, etc.)

o

Blue collar battlers (e.g. truckies and tradies)

o

High-powered executives

o

Academics

o

Children

o

At-risk-youth

o

Prisoners

o

People with physical and intellectual disabilities?

What one change do you have the power to make (or influence) in your local church, that
would most effectively move your fellowship toward its divine purpose?
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2.3.1 Getting Practical: Visiting Woorabinda

Class Activity 9.1 - *Online Students*
Consider this scenario:
You have recently moved to the Queensland Indigenous town of Woorabinda, about 170 km south-west
of Rockhampton, 9 hours drive from Brisbane.
You work as a (choose one) :

health worker or business-person (social entrepreneur)

You’ve just finished the brilliant Malyon course entitled “Christian Evangelism,” and you’re passionate to
put this into practice with a missional mindset!
That said, you’re also conscious of the church’s questionable track record among Aborigines. Perhaps it’s
a jaded take on our history, but according to the Southbank Museum’s display in the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Culture Centre, the church was complicit in stolen generations, stolen wages, and
eradication of culture. The enlightened ‘white man’ came in and ‘fixed’ the Indigenous culture—a legacy
we live in today. According to the display, “Missions were established by religious organisations and
individuals to ‘protect’, ‘civilise’ and Christianise Aboriginal people.” Subtext: arrogance endangered
Aborigines.
Needless to say, you’re keen
not to repeat any actual or
implied errors of the past.
Like the Big Story of the Bible,
you’re keen to move from
the one to the many, to all
by way of the least,
mirroring the missio Dei.
You’ve collected some data
on the town, admittedly
focusing more on problems
than strengths.
In response, what are your 3
top priorities in announcing
and demonstrating the
Kingdom of God
through your vocation? How will you tie together good words and good deeds?

Reflection Activities 9.1-9.2
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes in the unit guide.
#9.1 From Class Activity 9.1 above, what would be your top 3 priorities?
How would you tie together good words and good deeds, in a holistic kingdom witness?
#9.2 We’ve covered a lot in this session. What *one* justice issue—whether at the local, national, or
international level—do you sense the Holy Spirit challenging you to become involved in? What is your
next step toward evangelistic justice, or what could you do starting right now in response?
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3. TESTIMONY/TIPS/PRAYER/CHALLENGE | DEBRIEF READINGS

Class Activity 9.2 … “The Staples” – stuff we do each week
Testimony: _______________ is sharing their story this session …
Each module one student will share a very brief testimony. A testimony is simply sharing
What your life was like before you accepted Christ + How you came to ask Jesus into your life
+ How life has changed
Reality is, though, most people will switch off after a couple of minutes. Religious jargon turns them off
within a minute. So we’ll do it differently. … All I want you to share is an answer to the question:
“What makes Jesus ‘good news’ for me?”
Keep it under 250 words (preferably written out), and focus on a HINGE to your story …2
“I was striving . . . but now I’m grateful.”
“I was self-destructive . . . but now I’m healthy.”
“Guilty . . . but now liberated.”
“Fear-stricken . . . but now confident.”
“Despairing . . . but now hopeful.”
… See Bill Hybels, Walk Across the Room, p126
Your story then becomes a tie in to the BIG STORY: Designed for good  Damaged by evil
 Restored for better  Sent together to Heal  God sets everything right

Tips: ______________ is sharing this session about evangelism with _______________
Each module, one student will share for a few minutes some tips for reaching a particular demographic
(e.g. skaters, business-people, bikies, teachers, lesbians, work-at-home mums, athletes, etc.).
❖ Describe the Group and your involvement with them
❖ Tell one story from your own experience with this group, out of which you answer:
o What are the key traits of this group that affect how they hear/receive the gospel?
o What shouldn’t you do in witnessing to this group?
o What should you do, that you’ve found helpful in sharing with them?
o What actions help to demonstrate the gospel of the Kingdom for this group?
o Any other thoughts or illustrations?
❖ At the end of this, one other student will pray for God’s empowerment on you as a witness

Prayer:
Who has God laid on your heart to see come to faith? Across this course, we’ll pray in pairs that God
would draw this person to Himself, and use you in the process. Pray as you feel led.

Challenge: Last module = “Worldview Surveys”
Most modules I will set a CHALLENGE for us each to try before the next class. Like *show and tell* when
you were at primary school (surely your favourite activity!), this segment is a chance to share a story or
two of how it went, living it out. You may also have an experience to celebrate or reflect on concerning
evangelism, that’s worth bringing to the rest of the class to debrief.

2

Here’s my attempt: “Jesus is good news to me because I’m an annoying “why” kinda’ guy. Ever since I was a kid, I
loved to ask why, and wanted to make sense of why the world is the way it is. My dad came to faith through facing the
toughest questions (origins, meaning, morality, destiny), and so he encouraged me to think. The more questions of
the Bible, and Jesus that I asked, the more it made sense. But it wasn’t until I was 21 and had a spinal injury, becoming
virtually quadriplegic, that I found this belief move from head to heart. As I prayed, God was closer than my wife’s
hugs, and spoke through a friend that within 10 days I would be able to walk again. Against medical predictions, this
happened exactly on the 10th day. If any worldview is true, it should at least make sense of science and love—the way
the world is, and the heart of our existence. In Jesus I’ve met and experienced the Creator and logic that makes the
universe hang together, and I’ve found a personal God who steps into my brokenness and deals with my issues in love,
paying for my wrongs. Logic, Love … Jesus ties these two together and offers the way, the truth, and the life, making
sense and meaning out of an otherwise confusing and empty existence.”
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Class Activity 9.3 – Readings Debrief
In response to the pre-reading for this module, students will be picked to share on one of the following:
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
The whole class can then contribute to further discussion. The aim is to ground the readings and apply
them to one’s life in general and ministry context in particular. This is the ideal time to bring up whatever
is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the course material, so don’t be shy!
N.B. For modules 1-10, I’ve set up a FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) to outline your two hours
of outreach each week, and a question raised + lesson learned from the experience. This is a great tie
in point for distance students, to feel part of the class. Take the time to comment on what others post,
and let’s get the conversation going. Some great ideas may flow from this kind of dialogue.
To help you process the readings, the following questions and thoughts are what strike me.
How would you answer these kinds of questions?

Willy Kotiuga, “People at Work: Preparing to Be the Whole Church” (7pp)
 Using the Biblical example of Joseph or Daniel, explain what it means to “take your faith to work”
 What are two simple changes you could make to bridge the Sunday–Monday/Sacred-Secular divide?

Michael Pucci, “The Gospel and Human Poverty,” pp. 199-230
 Why do we tend to separate orthodoxy and orthopraxy, good words and good deeds?
How have you seen this spiritual vs. physical dualism in your local church?
 In what ways is “human poverty” a sign in the gospel? … What are the implications for our evangelistic
outreach if the gospel is not only “good news to the poor … [but also good news] through the poor?”

LOP 40 “Marketplace Ministry” (59pp)
 What are the main causes of the Sunday–Monday gap,
and how does your theology of evangelism bridge the divide?
 How has your local church sown into “business as mission”?
 What are the implications of positioning “marketplace ministry” at the intersection of the Trinitarian
mission: The Father (Creation commission), the Son (Evangelistic Commission),
the Spirit (Relational commission)?
 Come up with a set of simple principles to know how and when to appropriately integrate evangelism
into one’s workplace.
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Optional Readings …
SE “Evangelism, Salvation, and Social Justice,” 185-204
 How does the gospel proclamation that “Jesus is Lord” relate
‘salvation’ and ‘evangelism’ to the priority of social justice?
[n.b. Christopher Wright, in The Mission of God, describes gospel proclamation as the ultimate concern, but
not necessarily the primary concern chronologically defined … thus receiving Christ as Lord is the centre of
salvation, but it is not the entirety of salvation, nor necessarily the starting place of proclamation. Salvation
and redemption are entirely ‘holistic’ and should affect every aspect of life, and may begin at the point of
greatest concern for the hearer, such as confronting unjust social systems.]

Mortimer Arias, Announcing the Reign of God, pp. 83-99 (pdf).
 “Tell me what your eschatology is, and I will tell you what your evangelization is.” … How does our vision
of last things direct and propel both a ministry of annunciation and a ministry of denunciation?
 In our Australian context, what would God have us announce and denounce, like Martin Luther King’s
“I have a dream …” speech?
 Witness = martyria, from which we derive martyr. Would our gospel proclamations and expression of
evangelism ever place us in danger for our lives? Why, or why not? And what principles should guide any
confrontation, and how do we balance this with the call to consolation?

SE “Contextual Evangelization in Latin America: Accommodation & Confrontation,” 401-404
 “Christian evangelization is not cheap, verbal proclamation of evangelical propaganda. The gospel is
free, but it is not cheap. Grace is free, but not cheap. Both discipleship and evangelism are costly. …
Prophetic contextualization is always risky and costly; but it is faithful and fruitful.”
What might “prophetic contextualization” and prophetic evangelization look like in your context?
And what kinds of persecution has this attracted?
Following on from the first session on justice and evangelism, you may find the talk by Robyn
Robertson helpful, exploring the intersection between microeconomic enterprise, faith, and justice.
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4. WORK AND WITNESS WITH DR. RAMA SPENCER

Resource 9.2
A number of links concerning the work of Dr. Rama Spencer will follow this resource box. For now, the
links immediately below are to help you imagine the integration of work and witness in your context.
In previous years, I have interviewed the Principal (Norton Sands) and Chaplain (Peter Jenyns) of
Staines Memorial College. As you can see on their website here, this is an amazing example of a
holistic witness in an educational context. Also, under Moodle Module 9, Extra Resources, I’ve
uploaded Peter Jenyns’ “community survey” – an excellent tool for door-to-door evangelism and
caring for a community (see also here).

For more on the Malyon Course “Integrating Faith and Work: Principles of Vocational Stewardship”
see Traverse, the Malyon College Centre for Bridging Church and Culture. As a taster, I’ve uploaded
the Unit Guide (MCE41), Module 1 introducing the course, and Module 13 on evangelism and work
(“Celebrating Shalom”), to Moodle, extra resources.
These uploads on Moodle, Module 9 may be of help:
Lausanne Occasional Paper #40: “Marketplace Ministry”
Lausanne Occasional Paper #59: “Business as Mission”
Robert Webber, Ancient-Future Evangelism, “Vocation” (16pp)
Check out these helpful “workplace” websites:
Lausanne Networks for “Business as Mission” (also here) and “Marketplace Ministry”
Regent College Marketplace Institute here
London Institute for Contemporary Christianity here
Theology of Work Project here
Malyon College Workplace Centre here (facebook) with videos here
Centre for Faith and Work (Tim Keller) here
The Washington Institute, exploring common grace for common good here
Q Ideas talks addressing the social sector and business, here and here
Here and here for two TED talks addressing poverty and business
Additionally, check out the following books:
Burkett, Larry. Business by the Book: The Complete Guide of Biblical Principles for the Workplace.
Nashville, Tenn: Nelson Business, 2006.
Fraser, Robert E. Marketplace Christianity: Discovering the Kingdom Purposes of the Marketplace.
Kansas City, Kan: New Grid Publishing, 2006.
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Grudem, Wayne A. Business for the Glory of God: The Bible's Teaching on the Moral Goodness of
Business. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2003.
Hillman, Os. The 9 to 5 Window: How Faith Can Transform the Workplace. Ventura, Calif: Regal, 2005.
Keller, Timothy J., and Katherine Leary Alsdorf. Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God's
Work. New York, N.Y.: Dutton, 2012.
Knapp, John C. How the Church Fails Businesspeople: And What Can Be Done About It. Grand Rapids,
Mich: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 2012.
Nelson, Tom. Work Matters: Connecting Sunday Worship to Monday Work. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway, 2011.
Schuurman, Douglas James. Vocation: Discerning Our Callings in Life. Grand Rapids, Mich: W.B.
Eerdmans Pub. Co, 2004.
Sherman, Amy L. Kingdom Calling: Vocational Stewardship for the Common Good. Downers Grove, IL: IVP
Books, 2011.
Stevens, R. Paul. The Other Six Days: Vocation, Work, and Ministry in Biblical Perspective.
Grand Rapids, Mich: W.B. Eerdmans, 1999.
Stevens, R. Paul. Work Matters: Lessons from Scripture.
Grand Rapids, Mich: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 2012.
Veith, Gene Edward. God at Work: Your Christian Vocation in All of Life.
Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2002.
Volf, Miroslav. Work in the Spirit: Toward a Theology of Work.
Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2001.
Witherington, Ben. Work: A Kingdom Perspective on Labor.
Grand Rapids, Mich: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 2011.

4.1

First Thoughts

What have been your experiences of bringing your faith to work?
Recall a time you felt you were really living your faith at work
How do you keep in tension your work responsibilities (creational mission), your interpersonal
responsibilities (relational mission), and your witnessing responsibilities (evangelistic mission)?
Give one good and one bad example of evangelism through one’s work. What’s the difference?

4.2

Evangelism at Work with Dr. Rama Spencer

**Unfortunately distance students won’t have access to what Rama shares. That said, the video “God at
Work, healing” and following article she wrote “Caring for a Palliative World” will give you a taste**

Deeds, Words & Work

Module 9-14

EM324/524-D

4.2.1 Caring for a Palliative World, by Dr. Rama Spencer, MBBS FRACGP.
Dr. Rama Spencer (facebook here; email here) is an experienced General Practitioner
whose special interests include depression, asthma, sports medicine and women’s
health, even as she enjoys the variety in everyday general practice. She worked for
many years at Karalee’s “Health Matters” practice, moving in 2016 into an Ipswich
practice, through partnership with palliative care expert Prof. Geoff Mitchell.
For 20+ years I have worked as a GP on the borderlands of Ipswich a town that
hasn't always had the greatest reputation. It's a great practice with 9 doctors,
actively teaching medical students and with a very supportive atmosphere.
My passion as a doctor is for good communication and a wholistic approach and I love my vocation!
I joke with my patients that I'm paid to have a good conversation with them, and that I'm a human
plumber. Of course it’s so much more complex than that and to keep up with expanding knowledge it’s
thought that you should read 18 journals, and 2 books a week.
As well as general practice I've worked in youth shelters, helped as a youth pastor’s wife,
and spoken at a lot of community and church events over the years.
Over time I've seen many of my patients start a relationship with Jesus, and seen their lives revolutionised.
Almost all of my terminally ill patients have wanted to know if they could have a relationship with God.
I always say to people that I'm a lapsed atheist! Many people ask me if I believe in alternative medicine and
I say yes: it’s free and it’s prayer (strangely coincidences don’t happen if you don’t pray!).
It always amazes me how God revolutionises people’s lives economically, socially and even educationally.
He is countercultural in that this transformation starts internally and then progresses to their outside
world. I have seen incredible transformation such as healing from cancer, addictions, emotional trauma
from childhood sexual abuse and so on.
I believe the practical is as important as the spiritual and when combined together it's so powerful. Little
things are not so little—such as listening, asking the right questions, and being totally non-judgemental.
I believe he has given me wisdom for justice, diagnosis and strategic networking that has helped specific
individuals and sometimes it’s just a word of encouragement.
I'm very grateful that I have been supported by my own amazing church, Kenmore Baptist, and a little local
Baptist church that has tripled in the last 2 years. They are very aware that the people I serve may have no
idea of Christian culture and they are sensitive to serve, support and sometimes just listen.
It’s not a culture of control; the Holy Spirit does the real change (He makes us look good!).
This is no instant coffee type process as well. People don’t seem to change just because of education,
do they? Like all of us, they need to have their own revelation.
Every day I walk in a “New Testament” world where I see God’s impact; but, I also live in a culture that is
largely ignorant about, or has misconceptions of, who Jesus is. People are so disillusioned and I don't find it
difficult to be a Christian in the workplace. It’s just a bit exhausting, in a very fulfilling way! I'm thankful to
my close comrades have the have wisdom to speak into my life, so I don't get too exhausted .
After 30 years of doing this quietly I've often reflected on some principles that cause break though into
fruitfulness. As a fairly simple person I think evangelism is simply the result of 3 great relationships—an
internal vibrant organic relationship with God, a healthy relationship with yourself, and then a love which
should naturally be produced for other people. It’s not a method but a process.
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Over the last five years I have lost many of the
things that were dear to me: my husband
through divorce, stark financial loss, severe
illness including seizures, and other devastating
things that even now are very raw. It has been a
Job like period in my life.
Although I was never “away” from God, and
never lacked empathy for people, I think
suffering pruned me to be attentive to the voice
of the Holy Spirit and those hurting people
around me. It has certainly caused me to be
aware and non-patronising to the broken
hearted, the disenfranchised, and the
misunderstood; I don't regret this at all. I am so
grateful to the absolute faithfulness of Father
God, the comradeship of his body, and the
intimacy that his presence brings—it is difficult
to describe how profound these things are with
one sentence.
In the midst of this, I rediscovered my love of art,
went snorkelling, kayaking, and enjoyed the
gentle art of 4-wheel driving! I like making my
teenagers listen to 80s disco and funk and
annoying them with my jokes. Lately I've enjoyed
speaking hopefully about empowering Christians
towards evangelism and sharing my story with
non-Christians. I thank God for every life
changed and encouraged.

4.3

God @ Work … a way to rejig what you do for effective witness

In the Malyon course “A Christian Worldview”, we consider one way of conceptualising your work as a
divine vocation (cf. Module 2). Perhaps you can apply this to your calling?
What does it mean that “God is at work” in your everyday vocation?
‘Vocation’, in simplest terms, is about the responding to the call of Christ to treat all of
life as avenues through which you participate in the mission of God. It starts on your
“frontline”, that being where you invest most of your energy and time. It may be paid
or unpaid, for the church gathered, or representing the church scattered in the
world. This activity may be simply ‘work’, but once you do it for the glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17), it becomes a Vocation. In and through this
vocation you can sense God’s callings on your life.
How, then, might we see all of our life’s activities as ‘vocation’.
In what ways do we see creation, fall, and redemption at work?
And how may we participate with God’s Holy Spirit to advance Christ’s Kingdom,
as we work to restrain sin and promote shalom/flourishing?
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Click on the graphics below to watch these two video clips:

What is a ‘trader’? How does this vision of Christian mission differ from what we typically
conceive of as ‘mission’?
Mark Greene of the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity shared these thoughts in 2010,
speaking to the Third Lausanne Congress in Cape Town:
“Here in the UK, the church’s primary mission strategy has been:
‘To recruit the people of God to use some of their leisure time
to join the missionary initiatives of church-paid workers.’
It’s a strategy that has yielded much fruit – in evangelism, in social action among the poor, the young, the
old, the disadvantaged, as well as in reaching out to the rich, the adult and the privileged. Praise God for
the ability of church leaders to mobilise their communities for such mission. Still, this is mission that
most Christians can only participate in during their leisure time. What about the rest of their time?
The reality is that 98 percent of Christians – i.e. those not in paid church work – are not properly
envisioned or equipped for their mission in the 95 percent of their waking time that they aren’t involved
in church activities, wherever that might be – workplace, schoolplace, clubplace. And that is a tragic
waste of the church’s missional potential. Too few Christians have eyes to see what God might be doing
in the places they already naturally spend their time, and where they already have relationships with
those who don’t know Jesus.”
(See here for video/multiplex of the address, also here for Mark Greene’s vision for workplace ministry)
How would you respond to Mark Greene’s assertion?
Why is it that the church invests so much energy into one day of the week?
If you were a Pastor, how might you rejig things in your local church to better support each
person fulfil their vocation?
OR … In your vocation, what support do you wish your church would give you and those who
are in a similar calling?
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How might you bring vocational themes
into your church’s worship? See the 2017
Porter’s Gate WORK SONGS project, like
“Wood & Nails” (lyrics here).

How might we re-imagine our work connected to the Kingdom mission? Try this:
1. Describe your vocation
2. Where do you see creational intent in this vocation
(designed for good)
3. How has cultural idolatry (sin) warped this vocation?
(damaged by evil)
4. How might you participate redemptively with healing
action as you seek first the Kingdom of God? (restored
for better  sent together to heal the world a taste of
when God sets everything right)
5. In what ways can you naturally share the big story
through your vocation … perhaps your job lends itself to
a retelling of the gospel? (Many professions exist, after
all, to deal with our brokenness and sin.)
Another way of conceptualising your vocation is through “the Kingdom Gap.”
Try this:
1) Imagine your vocation was carried into the New Creation. Imagine that it reflected the fullness of
the Kingdom of God, where all the corrupting influences of sin are removed. (Some professions will
take more imagination than others.) Think about the following dimensions:
a. The nature of the work itself (i.e., the day-to-day tasks workers do in producing something—
entering data, fitting parts on an assembly line, consulting with clients, and so forth);
b. The context of the work (i.e.., the work environment and community among workers);
c. The product of the work (i.e., the central goods and/or services your business yields—
computer chips, financial advice, transportation, education, and so forth); and
d. The income from the work (i.e., profits and pay from goods and services rendered)
2) Now, what is the current state of affairs? Again, consider each of the same dimensions:
the nature, context, product, and income of the work.
3) In God’s strength and prayerfully following His lead, how can I leverage my power and position to
close this Kingdom Gap? That is, how can I participate in healing action by restraining sin and
promoting shalom/flourishing? Again, seek God for particular actions you can do in each facet of
your vocation: nature, context, product, income.
You might find it helpful to map this onto a diagram, as on the following page:
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Draw your own version in the space below.
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Reflection Activities 9.3-9.4 [Distance Students only]
Journal at least 30 (meaningful!) words in response to the following questions, and tick off the related
boxes in the unit guide.
#9.3 After listening to Rama’s experience of God @ Work (4 minute video here),
what *most* impresses you about her intentionality in witness through work?
How might you apply this to your vocation?
#9.4 Complete the “Kingdom Gap” drawing in the box above. Now, what’s one change you could make
to be a more effective witness at work—in the nature, context, product, or income from your ‘work’?

4.4

An Example of How God Is @ Work … Litigating (cf. Dave’s address here)

The idea behind this segment is simple: what
you do with the majority of your hours
matters; it’s a spiritual act of service as you
seek first the kingdom of God (Matthew
6:33; Colossians 3:17). We all have a
‘vocation’—where we invest the majority of
our hours, whether as a mum or a student,
as a 9-5 factory worker or a legal eagle. It’s
great for us each to invest ‘spare time’ into
volunteering through a church-based
ministry. But your greatest ministry of all
may well be the ‘church’ (those called out by
Christ and sent into the world on mission)
deployed during the week, as we more intentionally direct our efforts toward restraining sin and promoting
shalom—flourishing through right relatedness with God, each other, and this world God loves.
So, let’s hear from Lawyer, Ian Bloemendal. I really appreciate the time Ian spent reflecting on how his
work acts as a sign of God’s reign in the everyday. Grab a coffee, and take ten minutes to see what the
Kingdom looks like as a litigator. (And thank God you don’t have to process the documents Ian does!)

Tell us about your vocation?
Every day I wake to a new form of conflict (or potential conflict), dispute or risk to manage and it never
ceases to amaze me how difficult some people can be to get along with. My world is that of a
litigation/Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) partner at Clayton Utz, a large national commercial law firm.
I have been with the firm for over 20 years and currently manage the Brisbane litigation team. I enjoy what
I do, although it is not without its pressure (sometimes relentless); the consequence of interaction with
others who are in a stressed situation.
I remember always wanting to be a lawyer since about the age of 11. For me, it was a sense of calling,
not just a job. Although some might think that the words ‘Christian lawyer’ amount to an oxymoron, I
would not agree. Notwithstanding that there will be no work for lawyers in Heaven3, there’s an awful lot of
work generated here on earth. Society’s desire for order depends ultimately upon the rule of law, and
humans being less than perfect (together with their governments), regularly create many opportunities
where order is required to be sought by recourse to the law - misrepresentations, broken promises, fraud,
cheating, poor employment practices, avoidable injuries, spiteful defamation, crime, etc, not to mention
the minefield of compliance with red tape!
3

In the New Creation, justice will have been done, and all the advocacy is monopolised by Jesus. I suspect Hell is a
different story, where the law is exacted.

Deeds, Words & Work

Module 9-20

EM324/524-D

Much of what crosses my desk these days is usually complex and difficult, and in a world of
instantaneous communication the deadlines for action are often quite short. A recent example involved the
need to sort through and assess the relevance to a dispute of over 2 million documents in the space of
about 8 weeks. Large cases require project management skills and resources such as databases, IT support
personnel and a team of skilled litigators, that smaller firms aren’t often set up to provide.
Over the past year or two I have been working on a number of matters involving the resources sector
and financial services (e.g., disputes between coal mining joint venturers, defending litigation for electricity
generators and gas producers, reviewing claims against stock brokers etc…). Other areas of my practice
include regulatory investigations, trade practice and product liability claims, technology related litigation,
and negotiations/mediations. At times you could also add white-collar crime and defamation to the list.
My days are often spent providing legal input into the development of strategies required to protect
rights and interests under threat, or dealing with contractual or statutory obligations. Clients often need
assistance to discern or undo snares set by the correspondence or demands of others, and this requires a
fair bit of letter drafting or advice. As well as advising on preventative measures to hopefully head disputes
off at the pass, litigation can be the emergency/critical care department of law, effecting triage at all hours,
as clients never have problems in an orderly manner and immediate or urgent responses are required daily.
The role can be demanding, with periods of intensity that can be quite exhausting and sometimes lonely.
Having said that, it is satisfying when the hard work reaps results.
Outside of the office, I serve on the Law Council of Australia ADR Committee, the Queensland Law
Society Competition and Consumer Law Committee, and the Queensland Committee of the International
Law Association. I also lecture from time to time at the UQ Medical School.
I couldn’t do any of this without my wife Philippa, who is wonderfully supportive and understanding
(even when she has valid cause for complaint) and manages home base superbly. She is a Proverbs 31:10
woman and an awesome help to me!

Every vocation reflects God's 'very good' over creation, the thorns and thistles of missing the
mark with the fall, and the foretaste of all things being made new through redemption. So what
do creation, fall, and redemption look like in your vocation?
I did some criminal law work in
my early years, however, most of
my career has been spent operating
in both a public and a political
realm in the civil and administrative
law worlds. In that context, I have
seen much which is good and which
creatively reflects the intelligence
God gave to each of us. Reportedly
the second oldest profession in the
world, we are blessed that our
common law is rooted in religion
(Christian values), morality and history. It is also a good thing that civil litigation has become a substitute for
violence and replaced trial by combat! I see creative expression in problem solving, the development of
options for resolving disputes, advocacy and law reform endeavours.
However, the pressures of financial performance, constant conflict, chaos, projects, deadlines, stress
and balancing family obligations can reveal the dark side of busyness and weaknesses. Without God’s mind,
worship and prayer, doorways more easily open to pride, anxiety and depression, addiction (alcohol, drugs
and gambling), disillusionment, burnout, overcharging, dishonesty and health problems.
Seeing God’s will done on earth as in heaven remains a prayer in my life. I know that God is present and
working in every situation, no matter how pressured or difficult.
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What does it look like to restrain sin, and promote shalom (i.e., flourishing of every
relationship—with God, others, and the earth) ... that is, what does it mean through your
vocation to "seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness-justice" (Matthew 6:33)?
The Hon Justice Paul de Jersey, (Chief Justice of Queensland and a committed Christian) observed: “A
lawyer’s primary function is to maintain and assist in applying the complicated set of rules which society has
created in the interests of the common good. Lawyers exist, then, because of the common good, and
continue to exist because they in fact continue to serve this vital public interest.”
When thinking about this, Micah 6:8 comes to my mind: And what does the
Lord require of you? To do justice, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.
Law is still a serving profession and service requires humility. However,
justice according to law may not always be just. How then should a Christian
lawyer act? I am reminded of Sir Gerard Brennan’s (AC, KBE) comments when
he said: “Charity is the virtue by which Christ wished His disciples to be known.
Lawyers, who understand the mechanisms of society and professionally meet
the rich and the poor, the comfortable and the desperate, the secure and the
fragile, have opportunities to practise charity that are given to few. To practise
that virtue, the skills and knowledge of the expert are needed but they are not
in themselves sufficient. Those who need the lawyer's skills and knowledge but are unable to obtain them
have a moral claim on the services of the profession. And when that claim is met, professional work
becomes a stimulus to living and, please God, the source of riches in the life to come.”
In my practice, we play a part in this through undertaking pro-bono work on cases referred through the
Queensland Public Interest Law Clearinghouse. For example, my team and I act for elderly and/or infirm
clients who have been taken advantage of by friends, relatives or dodgy dealers. Recently we spent time
assisting flood victims (from homeowners through to the performing arts). We are also assisting the RSPCA
with a case involving 149 animal cruelty and neglect criminal charges. That case alone has already taken
hundreds of hours in preparation (with numerous applications and appeals along the way) and will run for
about 3 weeks. It will be part of the approximately 50,000 pro bono hours of work that lawyers in my firm
will undertake this year.
At a professional level, the legal profession has a fine history of thought leaders such as William
Blackstone who have helped to shape jurisprudence. Today the challenge remains, particularly in a society
that appears to be less accepting of the Christian moral virtues that were reference points for previous
lawmakers. Christian lawyers are often active in contributing views into submissions that assist to form
public policy or are part of law reform. Some are related to Christian values, other help society generally.
Christian lawyers such as myself are interested in both. Access to civil justice is also a real concern and the
promotion of ADR/mediation helps to reduce the need for trials. An example of this is the recent Law
Council work I have contributed to - drafting of Guidelines for participants in mediations.
On my journey so far, I have learned that in both commerce and life in general, good relationships are
critical. When they break down or when one party seeks to take some advantage of another, the law is a
rather blunt instrument to apply to enforce obligations or seek reconciliation. However, sometimes it is the
only means available to achieve justice and if an excellent technician applies it, it can be a last best hope to
vindicate rights. I understand that law itself can never make people good and it can’t redeem any one, but
in my role I see many occasions where a skilled and discerning lawyer can make a difference in bringing
balance to an unequal situation (e.g., leveling the playing field in a fight) or offering independent thinking
to help bring an end to an issue. As a Christian I am also aware that God’s kingdom and his righteousness
involves reconciliation. At an earthly level, litigation lawyers can help to bring reconciliation to damaged
commercial (and sometimes personal) relationships by using skills gained as negotiators, mediators and
objective bystanders. Winning need not always be at the expense of someone else losing – and good advice
if obtained early can help preserve a relationship before too much damage is done.
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The issue of relationships also extends to conduct with lawyers on the other sides of disputes and to
judges. Fighting fair and being trustworthy is important. Clients might sometimes hate each other intensely
but the ability to maintain a professional dialogue and be trusted with your word makes the process of
achieving an outcome smoother. Christian values are worth maintaining and the book of Proverbs is an
essential repeated read.

As disciples, we are called to be witnesses who point people to Jesus. So what inroads specific
to your vocation have you found to tell the Big Story of God's reign through Jesus? How might
this Epic Story be told through your vocation?4
When you sit at your desk for 12 or more
hours per day as I often do, it seems hard to
think how God gets much of a chance.
However, my Christian life is not separate
from my public life and the things that come
to mind are the following:
•
Honesty and integrity are required
to act as a lawyer – but I’d add Godly
character to the list. (I remember a pastor
telling me as a teenager that ‘Reputation is
what people think you are, character is who you are – and God seeks character, not reputation’).
•
Frequently seeking God’s wisdom to know how to approach a legal problem. My mind is finite (and
at times feels very inadequate). God’s wisdom opens doors to outcomes.
•
Praying for my clients, their business relationships and personal needs. I find I get less stressed
when I hand them over to God. After all, we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood and I believe that applies
to the way we operate at work too.
•
Being open as a Christian in the workplace and available to discuss needs and pray for co-workers.
•
Encourage people I meet to come along and experience God at KBC.
•
Resolving staff disputes by reference to biblical principles. (Last year I had to mediate between 2
secretaries and discussed the need for forgiveness and allowing no root of bitterness to grow).
•
Treating people with respect.
I don’t pretend I have reached any where near the pinnacle of godliness in my practice of the law, but I do
hope that my life shows a fairly consistent example of living God’s way in a world that sometimes feels like
a pressure cooker.

4

Recap the Big Story video at http://traverse.org.au/resources/evangelism/sign/epic-story-tracts/.
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For next module, the two students sharing will be:
TESTIMONY: ________________ TIPS: ______________ Demographic: ____________________

Preparation for Next Week …
 Pre-reading, as per Unit Guide … Come prepared to share …
-a question—something you don’t get, or want to clarify
-a challenge—something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implication—“so what” for our evangelistic practice
-an application—something useful right now in your context
If it’s your turn, come prepared to share your TESTIMONY and/or TIPS for outreach.


Challenge for the Forum Activity Module 9
The CHALLENGE for this week is BIG ISSUE. Track down a street vendor selling “The Big Issue” (usually
a homeless person, or someone who’s had really hard luck). Read one of the vendor stories in the
magazine. Now, strike up a conversation with either the vendor you bought the magazine from, or a
homeless person/someone doing it tough. (This may be in the city, or simply sitting in the food court
at your local shopping centre.) Don’t force the conversation toward Christ. Instead, aim to draw out
their story and love them like Jesus would. And if you prayerfully sense God at work, lead the
conversation from the everyday to eternity. Maybe you’ll get the chance to pray for a need they have.
Alternatively, the CHALLENGE for this week is workplace witness. Work through the notes pp18-19,
filling out the KINGDOM GAP diagram (p19). What’s *one* change you could make to be a more
effective witness at work—whether in the nature, context, product, or income from your ‘work’?
Put this into practice, and see if anyone notices. Be intentional looking and praying for opportunities
to point people to Jesus.
Post to the FORUM (cf. assessment requirement 1) under Module 9 on Moodle to outline
your two hours of outreach each week, and a question raised
+ lesson learned from the experience.
Remember, you should bounce off one of the recommended readings in your response. You
should have processed these readings prior to completing this module.

Put your response on the Moodle Forum
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Let’s close by reciting the Lord’s Prayer together:

Our Father who is in Heaven,
Holy is Your Name.
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done
On Earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory
For ever and ever, Amen.

Significance for Christian theology, life and thought...
There’s a good reason I chose a picture of a beggar for the cover of the SIGN magazine (online here).
God brings good news to the poor, through the poor.
Evangelism is one beggar telling another where to get bread.
As we’ve seen across this session, God has a preferential option for the poor.
Justice is at the heart of His Kingdom evangelization. So it’s time to reunite good deeds
and good words, whether in our everyday wanderings, and our 9-5 work.
I’ll let Bec Kirkwood (now living her faith @ work through Kandanga Kitchen), close out this module
with her reflection on everyday incarnation and Christmas (from SIGN December 2009, p. 2):
God wants us to cross boundaries and push our limits. It’s about stepping out of your bubble of safety
and sterilized oxygen and into the real world where we live—the same world into which Christ called us to
“Go!” and be fishers of men.
Christmas is a celebration of the most profound, miraculous, and world changing “crossing of
boundaries” in the history of humanity. It’s when we remember that God Himself—holy, just, and
perfect—stepped down into our unholy, unjust, and imperfect world, in the form of a man to save every
tribe and person. We will look at faith with feet on, faith with hands, faith with eyes, and faith outside of
four walls. Too often we divide our time into secular and sacred. We’ve ignored that in Christ, all of life is
sacred. But when we see this, we realize how much we can do outside of the church building, outside of
where we are accepted, and outside of where the going is easy.
I recently met a man who was the same age as my father. (He even had daughters my age.) If he
walked into church, I wonder if anyone would have shaken his hand. He smelt like methylated spirits and
urine. But look deeper: he was human, he was hungry, and he was hurting. I didn’t particularly want a
conversation, but after he bumped into me in the mall, amidst his apology, we caught each other’s eye. I
saw a man who could be my Dad. I remembered Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:40: “As you did for the least
of these, you did it to me.” As I encountered this homeless man, I encountered Jesus. Funnily enough, so
did he, and he asked if I was a Christian.
We ate lunch and talked about his old business, the calluses on his hands from his guitar, and his kids.
He also cried as he looked at me and kept trying to return what I had bought him for lunch. In the end he
gave me a book that he had wrapped up in a dirty plastic bag.
Even for the socially gifted, we are all pushed out of our comfort zone as we engage people with
whom we have nothing in common other than being alive. So, may you be challenged, be bold, and be
blessed as you “Go!” in Jesus’ love and power to point all people to Him.

Deeds, Words & Work

Module 9-25

EM324/524-D

