Christian Apologetics
PE 420/PE 620
Philosophical Challenges to Christianity:
Deism, Atheism, Science, Miracles, and Evolution
“If we admit God, must we admit
miracles? Indeed, indeed, you
have no security against it. That
is the bargain. Theology says to
you in effect, ‘Admit God and with
Him the risk of a few miracles,
and I in return will ratify your
faith in uniformity as regards the
overwhelming majority of
events.’” (C. S. Lewis)

Lecture overview
Dan Paterson Talk:
“Has Science Buried God?”
Challenges to Our Story/Discussion
Workshop: Debating Atheism

Meet the Neighbours: Scientific Humanists here

FORUM 4: Respond to one of the following:
(a) “Modern science has buried belief in God. So how can
you seriously argue for supernatural events like creation
and miracles in the Twenty-First Century?”; or
(b) “The only things worth believing in are physical, as
discerned through the five senses and tested by logic.
Christian theism fails this test, so it must be dismissed”

 What hopes and fears are common to my neighbour,
with whom I will dialogue?

talk discussion: STRATEGY
► How well would this talk connect with the target
audience, being secular, science-minded sceptics?
► What did you personally find most compelling?
Conversely, what was the weakest point?

► How did the speaker defend and commend the
plausibility, credibility, and relevance of faith?
► What different apologetic styles did you see utilised
(e.g. classical, evidential, fideist, presuppositional,
Reformed), and did they cohere in a cumulative case?
► What are the most (and least) helpful
approaches to answering atheists?
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talk discussion: SUBSTANCE
► Has science disproved the Christian God’s existence?
Can science, in principle, ever do so? Why/not?
► What challenge has science/evolution
posed to Christian belief?
► Are scientific laws and miracles compatible?
► What are the strongest arguments against Christianity
made by atheists?
► What are the best responses to each argument?
And are theistic “proofs” useful?

God is an ever-receding pocket of
scientific ignorance.
Neil deGrass Tyson

Faith is the great cop-out,
the great excuse to evade
the need to think and
evaluate evidence. Faith is
belief in spite of, even
perhaps because of, the
lack of evidence.
Richard Dawkins
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Because there is a law of gravity, the
universe can and will create itself out of
nothing. It is not necessary to invoke God…
Stephen Hawking
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Francis Bacon (1561-1626) … Inductive Method
René Descartes (1596-1650) … Deductive Method
Blaise Pascal (1623-1691) … Hydrostatics
Robert Boyle (1627-1691) … Chemistry
Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) … Mechanics
Isaac Newton (1642-1727) … Physics
Michael Faraday (1791-1867) … Magnetism
Charles Babbage (1792-1871) … Computer Science
Gregor Mendel (1822-1884) … Genetics
Louis Pasteur (1822-1895) … Bacteriology
Lord Kelvin (1824-1907) … Thermodynamics
James Clerk-Maxwell (1831-1879) … Electrodynamics
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Men became scientific because they expected
law in nature and they expected law in nature
because they believed in a lawgiver.
C.S. Lewis

The only
incomprehensible
thing about our
universe is that it is
comprehensible.

Atheism doesn’t just shoot itself
in the foot, which is painful.
Atheism shoots itself in the
brain, and that’s fatal.
John Lennox
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A common sense
interpretation of the
facts suggests that a
super-intellect has
monkeyed with he
physics, as well as with
chemistry and biology,
and that there are no
blind forces worth
speaking about in nature.
Sir Fred Hoyle

If we take in our hand any
volume; of divinity of school
metaphysics, for instance; let us
ask, Does it contain any abstract
reasoning concerning quantity
or number? No. Does it contain
any experimental reasoning
concerning matter of fact and
existence? No. Commit it then
to the flames: For it can contain
nothing but sophistry and
illusion.
David Hume

Logical & Mathematical Truths
Metaphysical Truths
Ethical Truths
Aesthetic Judgments
Science
Historical Truths
Relational Truths
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As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud.
I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene.
. . . No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of
Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with
such life. Jesus is too colossal for the pen of phrase-mongers, however
artful. No man can dispose of Christianity with a bon mot.
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Kalam cosmological argument

*Challenges to Our Story*

William Lane Craig, Reasonable Faith here

Discussion break

talk debrief: STRATEGY

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

► How well would this talk connect with the target
audience, being secular, science-minded sceptics?

-question—something you don’t get,
or want to clarify
-challenge—something you disagree
with, or want to nuance
-implication—“so what” for your
apologetic approach
-application—something useful right
now in your context
Discuss Forum question

talk debrief: SUBSTANCE

► What did you personally find most compelling?
Conversely, what was the weakest point?
► How did the speaker defend and commend the
plausibility, credibility, and relevance of faith?
► What different apologetic styles did you see utilised
(e.g. classical, evidential, fideist, presuppositional,
Reformed), and did they cohere in a cumulative case?
► What are the most (and least) helpful
approaches to answering atheists?

Anyone for an ‘argument’?

► Has science disproved the Christian God’s existence?
Can science, in principle, ever do so? Why/not?
► What challenge has science/evolution
posed to Christian belief?
► Are scientific laws and miracles compatible?
► What are the strongest arguments against Christianity
made by atheists?
► What are the best responses to each argument?
And are theistic “proofs” useful?

Monty Python, “Argument Clinic” here
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Debating God’s existence

Argument Structure

 How effective are debates as a witness?

 What makes for a valid and sound argument?
 How can you test the integrity of an argument?

Argument structure

Argument structure

#1. What is the assertion

USEFUL QUESTIONS

#2. What are the arguments

#1. What do you mean by that?

#3. Test structural integrity
#4. Expose the weakness

arguments

Discuss one or more questions from p18

arguments

assertion

#2. How do you know that’s true?
#3. Where’d you get your info?
#4. What if you’re wrong?

#5. Supply a better frame

Argument types

Apologetics on the web
Bruce Blackshaw: Philosophical Apologist

Apologetic Strategies
#1. Classical—cosmological

#1. When you join a group, be a silent observer at first
#2. Be gentle and respectful in your comments
#3. Know what you are talking about
#4. Don’t make sweeping generalisations about atheists
#5. Keep learning

#2. Evidential—teleological
#3. Reformed—transcendental
#4. Fideist—existential
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Debating God’s existence
with the NEW Atheists

From Collision, 14:29-17:33, online here

Take 1: Assertions (roof)  Take 2: Arguments (walls)

Debating God’s existence
“We are in the position of a little child entering a
huge library filled with books in many languages.
The child knows someone must have written
those books. It does not know how. … That, it
seems to me, is the attitude of even the most
intelligent human being toward God. We see
the universe marvelously arranged and obeying
certain laws but only dimly understand these
laws. Our limited minds grasp the mysterious
force that moves the constellations.”

3 Qns to Test Integrity  2 Minute Response?

Poem by Nell Hodgson
I could not see the wind
yet I saw where it was passing,
Saw where it had been
as the boughs bent low.
Saw where it played,
as the autumn leaves were dancing,
And knew the joy of Autumn,
as the wind passed by my way.

I could not see love,
yet saw the sweetness of its coming,
Saw its gracious touch
where it rested on its way;
Drank in its fragrance
left behind at its departing,

And knew that Love and Beauty
had touched my life that day.
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I could not see the Spirit,
as it came with its indwelling,

Yet I knew when it had entered
into my thirsty soul;
And with its cleaning, healing power,
and its fragrance of forgiveness,
I knew that it had come to stay with me,
and make me whole.

For next week
PRE-READING + FORUM

-question—something you don’t
get, or want to clarify
-challenge—something you
disagree with, or want to nuance
-implication—“so what” for your
apologetic approach
-application—something useful
right now in your context

FORUM 4: Respond to one of the following:
(a) “Modern science has buried belief in God. So how can
you seriously argue for supernatural events like creation
and miracles in the Twenty-First Century?”; or
(b) “The only things worth believing in are physical, as
discerned through the five senses and tested by logic.
Christian theism fails this test, so it must be dismissed”
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