»Malyon PE420/626D

Module 11
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Worldviews 2
Moral Relativismw Nihilism & Existentialism

Before you start...
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andoptionalsoures on Moodlgcf. Resourcéoxes below)to help answer thiguestion

From the reading, come prepared to sharguestion, challenge, implicatiag application
Download this learning guide (and the associated powerpoint pdf), and have it open on your
computer ready to edit if you are a clasased student

OO0 OO

1.Lb¢wh5!'/ ¢Lhb

Ly GKAa Y2RdA S 6S O2yiGAydzS 2dzNJ 6KNBS LI NI O2yaARSs
This time we tackle worldviewshich positmoral relativism, including nihilis and existentialism. In the
firstsessio@ S GgAff LINI OGAOS 2yS YAydziS aoA Zhrstag NB ¢ |y
friends, and debriefthe pi S F RAYy 3 F2NJ G KAa Y2RdzZ SQad F20dzAd ¢KSy>
bASGT WOKIS®RES 2 F hdnifstaria domerhboyaéy ledia and youth culture through

| 2f f & ¢ 2 2 R&dtkhe@ds Nt sedondisessioaf the lecture, we wilunpackmoral relaivism,

before forming into four groups tdiscusgssues such as abortion, homosexuality, legalized drug use, and
freedom of speech/tolerance. This will carry into thérd sessiorof the lecture, where we will close with

open Q&A on the vexed question 8ameSex Marriage, in light of changing understanding and practice of

sexual ethics, and the Safe Schools campaign on géatetity fluidity.

Next week concludingour explorationoft ! £ G SNIY I G A @S a , ieaddiesEnStetn panthefstic. St A S
monism, New Age syncretism, and occultisBidestepping heavy content, we will explore personal stories
of those leaving mysticism for Christ, and the role of imaginative apologetics and desire in transformation.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this modubze to:
1 Consider contemporary expressions of nihilism, existentialism, and moral relativism.
1 Form cogent responsdo one or more of these worldviews, drawing diverseapologetictypes
Practice responding to claims of bigotry regarding biblical understanding of sex/marriage.

OUTCOMES

On completion of this module, studesghould be able t@xplainthe main tenets of the three considered
worldviews, and offer a simple but multifaceteejply.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1585432295093793/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Anti-Hero

Aligned with the Unit Guide Outcomes, students should be able to:
Knowledge (know and understand):

A4. Alternatives to Christian Belief

Ab5. Strategies to defend and commend Christian faith
Skills (be able to):

B3. Evaluate alternatives hristian belief from a Christian perspective

B4. Engage in Christian apologetics

B5. Present an analytical evideHsased argument or perspective
Application (be in a position to):

C3.Defend and commend the truth claims of the Christian faith

SESSION_LPW(lecture runs 6:19:00pm, breaks from 7:0%:100m, and 7:558:050m)

6:15 Big Story Recap and RespansePrayer + Reading debrief (s + Introduction to Nihilism via
bASGT a0KS Q& Carmit\byids {2éming ¥RBsponse tdJniversityExistentialist(10 ming
7:10 Intro Moral Relativism (2€ninutes) + Ethics Role PlayseParation, Dialogue, Debrief (2Bins)

805 22NJ] aK2L) I yR v3aQa 2y SHisEnSNd Mdringh(55 minutes)
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GThebig storyis that God designed us all for good, but
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humble enough to admit to God that you fall short, and
Fal 1TAY (2 FT2NBAGS &2dz F2NJ

putting God first, then you can connect with life to the

fullt what God always intended for you. Then you can
joinotherChrisF 2f f 26 SNE>X SYLR 6 SNBR
sent together to heal a hurting world, wti;mg for the day
when God will set everything right by judging all the evil

and restoring the whole universe.

Class Activityt 1.1t 10 minutes

Using the posit-notes from module one, two students will each select one of the five circles from
GCKSG2NBégE (GKSY NryR2Yfe& OK22aS | LI LISN af A
to respond to this question or objection, as if in conversation with the person who posted the slip.
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Class Activitg1.2t 10 minutes

Whether as a whole class, or in smaller groups, share your response ficetheading for this module

-aquestiomr a2 YSUKAY 3 @2dz R2y Qi 3ASG3X 2NJ gl yi 4
-a challenge something you disagree with, or want to nuance
-an implicatior & 32K G & F2NJ 2dzNJ | LI2f 23SGA O LINT O A (
-an applicatiort something useful right now in your context

Consider how these readings relate to your life and witness in general and ministry context in parti
X This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is csirfg, or questions you have in regards to the
O2dzNBES YFGSNARAIE>X a2 R2yQli o6S akKeH

If time permits, feel free to discuss tli@rum questionfrom last module, or get a jump start on the
guestion for this moduleRespond to one of the following statements:

F0 Ga2K2 |INB é2dz G2 aleée ¢gKIFIG Aa Y2NIffe NARIK
homosexuality on religious grounds is a bigot; provided people give their full consent, and no harni
done, everything is permissible and your oppositiégni 2 LIINBS A aA 2y €T 2NJ 600
religious to be good, nor believe in God to objectively discern the difference between right and wéa
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https://youtu.be/9ewcCNirPt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk8q-s9UZiM
http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing/passing-evangelism/the-big-story-video/
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Resource 11.1: Nihilism and Existentialism

Our central focus in this module is dforal Relativism and how Christiamsight better respondo the
cultural press for Sam8ex Marriage. Nevertheless, Nihilism and Existentialism are significant
worldviews flavouring (perhaps tainting?) the ideologizater we in the West drink every day. These
few sources should help you get a handle on the core beliefs, and offer some leads for how to res

4+ James 5 NJbh@ Bniverse Next Dof@009 maps the lay of the land @h. 5
G%SNR t 2AY WMdDOR KIAYR 8/YK® 6apna. SE2y R Db
143). For a helpful summaof the third edition of this book, se&ere.
+ Various online Encyclopaedias of Philosophy @&anfordEncyclopedia of
Philosophyand thelnternet Encyclopedia of Philosoghyave excellent
introductory articles to big concepts includifglativismMoral RelativismMoral
Skepticism(includes Moral NihilismNihilism ard The Meaning of Lifd-or
excellent videos embodying secular answers to related questions, see Alain d
200 8h@afLifis ¢ Ay Of dzR Rayidl HuddeR@Brigist andl steptic, &
precursor to moral relativismNietzschgFather of Nihilism; sgaks about théJbermensch aka
Supermai), Saren KierkegaardChristian, and Father of Modern Existentialishyodor
Dostoyevskyp 6 K2 ¢S [[d2GS 0St2¢ 2y Y2NIrf NB (A
Blaise Pascéhrguably a precursos to KierkegaamfeMeaning of Lifel{ere andhere), What Is
Yb 2 N@Hort afiswerno-one), PessimismPop Culture and Philosoplisomething we do in
this sessiopalso,What Is Cinema Foy,7andExistential Crisis
4+ For a brilliant example of pegulture critique of nihilism at the heart of theMen MovieLogan
seeGarbarino20170 W23+ v Q hFTFSNB +ASgSNpairdé 2 2NI R
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Listen toFriedrich Nietzschél844-1900;article here)
propheticallyLINR Of  AY ®WB2RYyAXKARSI R
oParable of the Maidman, as read byRavi Zacharias

Have you not heard of that madme s
who lit a lantern in the bright
morning hours, ran to the market
place, and cried incessantly: "l see
God! | seek Godfi' and as many of
those who did not believe in God \ - ,
were standing around just then, hF
provoked much labgt er . 0

got | ost?06 asked one. oDid he 1| os

00r is he hiding? |Is he afraid of
E mi g r @& Thasdh2yyelled and laughed

The madman jumped into their midst and pierced them withsis eye
"Whither is God?" he cried; "I will tell you. We have killeid koo

and I. All of us are his murderers. But how did we do this? How could
we drink up the sea? Who gave us the sponge to wipe away the entire
horizon? What were we doing when we unchtiiseglarth from its

sun? Whither is it moving now? Whither are we moving? Away from all suns? Are we not plunging
continually? Backward, sideward, forward, in all directions? Is there still any up or down? Are we not
straying, as through an infinite nag?o we not feel the breath of empty space?
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https://www.amazon.com/Universe-Next-Door-Worldview-Catalog/dp/0830838503/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493946584&sr=8-1-fkmr2&keywords=universe+next+door+wire
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/relativism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-relativism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/skepticism-moral/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/skepticism-moral/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/nihilism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/life-meaning/
https://www.youtube.com/user/schooloflifechannel/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS52H_CqZLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHWbZmg2hzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9JCwkx558o&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEzMwNBjkAU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUdhJ_S_z3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ebt0X5ybm9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hdDVysvOsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hdDVysvOsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jADnNpx3R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ypg71Aixwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZWceRO94dM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEzMwNBjkAU&t=1s
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3315342/
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=20495
http://thefederalist.com/2017/03/09/logan-offers-viewers-world-meaningless-despair/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHWbZmg2hzU
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/nietzsche/
http://www.historyguide.org/europe/madman.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjWyMgStc
https://www.amazon.com/Universe-Next-Door-Worldview-Catalog/dp/0830838503/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493946584&sr=8-1-fkmr2&keywords=universe+next+door+wire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjWyMgStc

Has it not become colder? Is not night continually closing in on us? Do we not need to light lanterns in
the morning? Do we hear nothing as yet of the noise of the gravediggers who are burying God? Do we
smellnothing as yet of the divine decomposition? Gods, too, decompose. God is dead. God remains
dead. And we have killed him.

"How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of a
that the world has yet owned liided to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What
water is there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we ha
to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we ootdsdeesne gods simply

to appear worthy of it? There has never been a greater deed; and whoever is borfiomafier seke

of this deed he will belong to a higher history than all history hitherto."

Here the madman fell silent and looked again eténets; and they, too, were silent and stared at

him in astonishment. At last he threw his lantern on the ground, and it broke into pieces and went out.
"I have come too early," he said then; "my time is not yet. This tremendous event is stil stillits way
wandering; it has not yet reached the ears of men. Lightning and thunder require time; the light of the
stars requires time; deeds, though done, still require time to be seen and heard. This deed is still more
distant from them than most dista@irst and yet they have done it themselves.

It has been related further that on the same day the madman forced his way into several churches an
there struck up his requiemternam .desd out and called to account, he is said always to have replied
nothing but:"What after all are these churches now if they are not the tombs and sepulchres of God?"

"2KlF0 ardya NB GKSNBnowKl G GKS YFRYFyQa GAYS Aa

By his own admission, the madman was before his tifinat time, however, isowfor our culture at large

We are a culture technologically on the rise, but morally on the decline. What is up, what is down?

2 KSNB Oly ¢S 32 FTNRY KSNBK C2NJ Y| ye sucklghasbaconer SG 1T a
increasingly palatable.

Following Sire (2009; summamgre) and his mapping of worldviews by answers offered to seven big
guestions Nihilism(i.e., pessimistic naturalism) may be understoodekeving (whether by arguing or
presupposing) that:

1 GOD/ULTIMATE REALITY: There is no God. The cosmos appeararaptdosalue goodness or be
rational. All is ultimately absurd
1 COSMOS/PRIME REALITY: It operates either from necessity or chance, with no inherent value or
meaning. Prime reality provides no answers and, again, is absurd
1 HUMANS: We possess no objectiveigameaning, or even self. Freedom and consciousness are
thus undermined
1 KNOWLEDGE/REVELATION: There is no foundation for knowledge, given that there is no reason to
GKAY]l GKFG GKS ONIXAY & LWzNB Y (GS Nstingdstabl®& S| R
1 ETHICShere is no basis for moral values, rendering all valuestive, for you cannot produce
Y2NI f a2dzAKGAE FTNRBY 0A2ft23A0FftekYFGSNRAFIft& 6K
1 DEATH: Our physical end marks the extinction of consciousness, personalitdigitiality,
finally absurd and meaningless
1 HISTORY: There is no objective direction or purpose. The individual and world history are
meaninglesgsounds like Ecclesiastes 1, no?)
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https://www.lifeline.org.au/about-lifeline/lifeline-information/statistics-on-suicide-in-australia
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
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Fyodor Dostoyevsk§1821-1881; articlehere), in The Brothers Karamazdipp12431244) follows a

AAYAT I NI EAYS 0GK2dzaK | & | -existentd affécts mofality, Cahfddedf sadNA vy 3 K
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killing his despicable fathara L¥ D2 R R2Say Qi SEA&GZ | ff A& LISN¥YAGDE

' % olt's God that's worrying me. That':
BRQXHER He doesn't exist? What if it's an idea made up by men? Then if He doesn't
Og" exist, man is the chief of the earth, of the universe. Magnificent! Only how is
KARAN‘AZ he going to be goodtiwout God? That's the question. | always come back to
that. For whom is man going to love then? To whom will he be thankful? To
whom will he sing the hymn? Rakitin, my atheist friend, says that one can
love humanity without God. Well, only a snivellioyédn maintain that. |
can't understand it. Life's easy fo
the extension of civic rights, or even of keeping down the price of meat.
You will show your love for humanity more simply and directly by that,
thanby phil osophy. 6 | answered him,
more likely to raise the price of meat, if it suits you, and make a rouble on
every copeck.' He lost his temper. But after all, what is goodness? Answer
me that, Alexey. Goodness is onegthvith me and another with a Chinaman,
so it's a relative thing. Or isn't it? Is it not relative? A treacherous question! You won't laugh if |
tell you it's kept me awake two nights. | only wonder now how people can live and think nothing about
it.tVant¢y | van has no God. He has an idea. I|It's Dbe

FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY

SKY
LARISSA YILOERONS
2 FRo THE RUSSAN BY ICRARD PEVUR D
TRANSWTE

If you were AlexeyBrothers Karamazoy = K2 ¢ @2dzf R @2dz NBALRYR (G2 aAil

3.3 Subjective Morality and Existentialist Meaninilaking

Clearly Nihilism is literally a de®ad. Why would you get up in the morning?

Why do anything, if all is ultimately meaniess? Why even bother writing these reflections?

Is all action purely fueledbyn] SR RS&AANBE FT2NJ adzNDAGubdmaR y R LJ2 6 SNE f

¢tKS f2aa 2F |y a202S00A0S¢ olara 02 Y2NrftAGe FyR
(postymoderns, who presuppose the death/neristence or at least, irrelevance of God.

And yet, it shouldcf. Lewi2015 Zacharia014).

J/-L /’:?/h

) :
< _The Poison

> Pl o) 049/456 o

2" Subjectivism

y Lo Why are you so afraid of subjective moral
> ) 003/1353 & O o3 reasoning?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fyodor-Dostoyevsky
http://www.planetpublish.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/The_Brothers_Karamazov_NT.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgcd6jvsCFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0218GkAGbnU
https://www.amazon.com/The-Brothers-Karamazov-Fyodor-Dostoevsky/dp/0374528373/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1334032110&sr=1-3#reader_0374528373
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0218GkAGbnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgcd6jvsCFs&t=3s
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arbitrary, even as it must be socially constructed and enacted, albeit in a fadlener, in each time and
LX I OS eéxisix&ifaiguably the ondyounds for objective andranscendent moral standards

So, once you get rid of God at the heart of your view of reabityonalising behaviour on the basis of self

interest, or national advancement of your particutebe through whatever means of social engineering,

becomes palatable, even irresistideR S& LIA G S { I Y | | NNATh&@MoraH andsaapthi P G S a G
biological flourishing is sufficient to separate right from wrong, an argument demolished by William Lane
Craighereandhere). And that is largely the story of the®0 Sy i dzNBE & bASGT 80KSQa LINE I
became present reality, democidgDeath by Governmehton the political left (Communism) and right
(Fascism/Nationalism) took hold. Following political scientist @hdlarw @  W®  w dzY(afs6her®.a Y I G K
0SG6SSYy monn | YR ™ dddnillionvoeaplZ werenufdaradsby theioWrrulea mT n
6SEOtdzZRAY3I 62NI R 6FNBZ (AffAYy3d LIS2LX S FTNRY 23GKSNJI
centuries combined, overwhelming any deaths from religious crusades.

Nihilism literally endsyi RSF G KX SAGKSNI 2ySQa 24y ( KNEderign. Ayl Ol A

Not surprisingly, then, human natureeflecting our divine maker who created us to pursue life rather

than deatht abhors this nihilistic vacuum. Rejecting the existenceauf,@e rebel by constructing a
personalandreaseh Saa LJzZN1J2 &S F2NJ f AFSd 2 A K2dzi NBGBSEF (A2,
0KS fA3IKGI NBRdAzOS& G2 Iy aSalorLlS FTNRY YSIyAay3dafSaa:z
can do idhope for a subjective sense of fulfilment, despite the absurdity of life.

In this spirit JeanPaul Sartrg19051980; articlehere) coined the phrase, as a sdiscription,
existentialist

Again, following Sire (2009; summdgre), Existentialism(i.e., optimistic naturalism) may be understood
as believing (whiaer by arguing or presupposing) that:

1 GOD/ULTIMATE REALITY: There are two disunited forms:
objective (matter) and subjective (my experience of freedom)
f /h{ah{ktwLa9 w9![L¢,Y ¢KS dzyA@SNBS O2yaAraia 27
while ultimately absurd, NS5 32 SNy SR o6& yIlF ddz2NBQa flga yR 2
1 HUMANS: Existence precedes essence (for humans alone), wherein we are free to define ourselves,
albeit alienated from the world
1T KNOWLEDGE/REVELATION: Objective reality is knowable by logic and science,
odzi GKSAGaa8BY20SR FTNRY Fylfeara
 ETHICS:dzYl y&a Ydzald aNBg2ft0G¢ | 3IFLAyad FoadaNRAGE | YR
Good actions are those that are consciously and freely chosen, though thdtienistely
no objective reality to the right or wrong of what is chosemerely that the decision is owned
DEATH: Our physical ersdan undeniable absurdity, so face it boldly as the final exercise of revolt
HISTORYhe progress of time, also, is meaningless. However, temporary individual meaning may
arise through choices amgkrsonal encounters.

=a =9

CKAAd AaNBZ2ftidé YIreé 0SS LREAGAOITT ylFINOKAO FyR RSai
6Rap metal funk metal alternative metal nu métal 0 IR§QR Against the Machir(efficial pagehere).
6/ KS OKilling ethe Name ok é F2NJ I dFa0S5% KSNB®O

Or, this rebellion against the meaninglessnefgeality may take the form of the insanity of hope, making
YSEYAyYy3 o0& 2dzNJ RSGSNYAYSR NBaAadlyOS (2heteyWwai 32 3
see this inhe postmodern musings of pgghilosopher Jason deSilva (2013; vitieoe, articlehere).
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http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/christian-ethics/divine-command-theory/the-euthyphro-dilemma/
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/euthyphro-argument-revisited
https://www.amazon.com/Moral-Landscape-Sam-Harris-ebook/dp/B0055CS2E4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494023832&sr=8-1&keywords=moral+landscape+sam+harris
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/navigating-sam-harris-the-moral-landscape
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/sam-harris-and-the-moral-landscape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democide
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE1.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/20TH.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE5.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/MURDER.HTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bQsZxDQgzU
https://plato.stanford.edu/search/r?entry=/entries/sartre/&page=1&total_hits=1166&pagesize=10&archive=None&rank=0&query=jean%20paul%20sartre
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rage_Against_the_Machine
http://www.ratm.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWXazVhlyxQ
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/do-not-go-gentle-good-night
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb-OYmHVchQ
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/14/jason-silva-shots-of-awe-existential-bummer_n_4269849.html

C e T S e T A S —— [ m-vrm—v—.

RAGE E AGAINST THE MA“’hGHINE

P> »l o) 008/254

34 | 2t f & ¢ 2 2-ReSsdessl 2 LIS

b2¢ LQY KIFNRf& JF2Ay3 (G2 Of | /i Seu. 2 R
T2NJ 6KSNB Odzf dzNB A& GNvzE & I+ g d * ; 8
the masses what they think will sell. And yet, cinema is a collisici
of diverseatrtistic forces (song, image, dance, literature), an
unearthing and repackaging of rich metaphors, analogies and
allegories, pieced together by scriptwriters and directors who  §
GeLIAOFHEfe R2 RSAANB G2 I Ol dz 2
noteworthy that Hollywood seems to have taken a hepss turn
of late.

yId Ly

Gone are the neat, happy endings, where the hero triumphs ov
evil, cape flapping effortlessly in the breeze as (typically) he fac
GKS &adzy 2F | G0N} @Sz aKAYyAy3[
welcome the age of thanti-hero, with the rejoinder to the 1
& dzLJS NJvdu yhivst bé delusional... And your cape's on
backwards

A collection of baéboys and bagyirls, most leading lights are now™ " ‘

selfish, unprincipled, and cynically dragged against their will into 2 Batman's normally againstsing

battle, for a cause that they barely believe in. guns. But for this scumbag, he's
making an exception.
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http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Anti-Hero
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWXazVhlyxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb-OYmHVchQ

(Think of the contrast and showdown in

Supermanvs. Batmand ! YR | y& a@AO0:
secured seems fleeting and ironic, a chasing after

the wind. As &V Tropethe antthero may be

OK I NI Ol % NdtagéhRt whozhasdhe

opposite of most bthe traditional attributes of a

hero. They may be bewildered, ineffectual,

deluded, or merely apathetic. More often an

antihero is just an amoral misfit. While heroes

are typically conventional, anktieroes,

depending on the circumstancesiay be precorS8 y (i A 2 y ¢2 2 Radbikty), pdstcoHentional (if the

32 @S NY Y S Yoii even &incop&diianil (Not to be confused with the Villain or the Big Bad, who is the
opponent of Heroes (and Artleroes, for that matter)X What amoral antiheroes learn,ttiey learn

anything at all over the course of the story, is that an existence devoid of absolute values offers a lot of
isolation. Which may be to their likin¥. Traditionally, in literary analysis, the meaning of antihero was
effectively the opposite othe now common usage, lackitigk S St SYSy i a G KlatherYl 1S |
thanthS St SyYSyida GKI& YI1S GKSY w3az2RQ

> o) 324/332

The excess of scatpdz2 1S4 | NRPdzyR W3I22RQ YR WS@GAfQ YAIKG GAL
DNJ yiSRIZ A @atureKnitHisSdwdic® ¢h&acter®. Bl Hollywood is simply amplifying our
O2yGSYLRNI NE lidd yRNE 208NJ K2¢ (2 GStf NARIKG FNRBY

While time is too short tavatch these clips in class, (i Q &
worth borrowing outThe Dark Knighthe start of re
0220Ay3 . FaGaYlFLyQa AYIF3AS Ay |
jaded/cynical form and watclingit with your
understanding of modernism, nihilism, existentialism,
postmodernism, and moral relativisminmitdd L QY

& dzNXB fiRddt dzebfverful social commentaryo

help with the decodingconsiderthe Jokerasa nihilist

(and thus a maal relativist) while Harvey Dent
represents a modernist (with his perceived control

over chance, until his coin and face burns, at which
point he becomes a jaded existentialidefining his
existence by choice), while Commissioner Gordon and
Batman ardargely moral objectivists doing their best

to operate in a broken worldBatman definitely cast

as the antihero.

Here are the key scene markers for the meaty bits:

51.43 t0 53:05; 1:03:57 to 1:05:38; 1:10:49 to 1:11:25; 1:23:44 t0 1:26:59; 1:35:2865:64;
1:43:17 to 1:43:45; 1:45:14 to 1:46:40; 1:55:35to 1:57:52; 1:59:12 to 1:59:35;
2:02:24 to 2:02:43; 2:04:38 to 2:05:28; 2:05:54 to 2:09:50; 2:12:02 to 2:18:35.

" What other recent movies come to mind as Exhibit A of nihilism, existentialism, amdahrelativism?

ACADEMY AWARD' WINNER
AZBEST PICTURE

i

HancocK

|| Ban ass.
SMART ASS.
| GREAT ASS.

( Bgasoal

WATCHMEN™

030609 >
{THE UNEXPECTED WIRTUE OF IGNORANCE )
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58KXLPE7M_s
an%20antihero%20is%20a%20protagonist%20who%20has%20the%20opposite%20of%20most%20of%20the%20traditional%20attributes%20of%20a%20hero.%20They%20may%20be%20bewildered,%20ineffectual,%20deluded,%20or%20merely%20apathetic.%20More%20often%20an%20antihero%20is%20just%20an%20amoral%20misfit.%20While%20heroes%20are%20typically%20conventional,%20anti-heroes,%20depending%20on%20the%20circumstances,%20may%20be%20preconventional%20(in%20a%20%22good%22%20society),%20postconventional%20(if%20the%20government%20is%20%22evil%22)%20or%20even%20unconventional.%20Not%20to%20be%20confused%20with%20the%20Villain%20or%20the%20Big%20Bad,%20who%20is%20the%20opponent%20of%20Heroes%20(and%20Anti-Heroes,%20for%20that%20matter).
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Knight-Christian-Bale/dp/B001I189MQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493948027&sr=8-1&keywords=dark+knight+2008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bha24P9uw-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkX1VuXLRSc&t=113s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wglmbroElU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJfLoE6hanc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmRih_VtVAs&t=80s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONHBaC-pfsk

The 2017 final Wolverine instalment, as part of tab&n Franchise, is
particularly poignant (watch official trailklered ® | SNE Q& K2g [ 2
Garbarinoframed hismsightful review:

MOVIES

‘Logan’ Offers Viewers A World
Of Meaningless Despair

The film proffers a bleak, hopeless world in which the only hero to be found—Wolverine—embraces endless
violence, and cannot offer redemption.

As art, a piece likeogancan be read in multiple ways. Garbarino righly notes the explicit parallels in Logan
to the old WesternShaneHe concludes (*spoiler alert*) thus:

éBack inl953, in the funeral scene f@hanell KS& NBOAGS GKS [ 2 NRQfuryedrd & SNJ |
later, we see people reciting the words of Shane at a funeral. The heroes of man have displaced the divine

in even the most sacred rites. Inettiinal seconds dfogan Lauraw 2 2 f @ SrbidblgdSiaughtediand

fellow mutant, hunted andontherun] I { S& (G KS NRdzZZK ONRaa 2y [23FyQa
homagetoLa I y Qa NER f S -Med PethgpS she rierely Mé&ans-to testify to the greatness of this

fallen hero. Or perhapksS Qa O02YYdzy AOF Ay 3 GKIG GKS RSSRa 27F [ 2
of Christ.Either way, she leaves herself and the audience without any hope. If this is our hero, none of us

can expecttobesavéd 0 SYLIKI 3A & YAYSO®

Definitely bleak. Howeveas | include in the Moodle pdifere, artist and Christian James Alley (response to
my Facebook post, on March 12, 2017) retells the story like this:

¢ KS &dzo (S E imedftoibe aboufi dw abokedt Efent man can find a sense of belong, family

and home. It isn't hopeless. Charles is a type of flawed father to an outcast Logan. He is continually trying to
teachLogatl K & f AFS A& | 602dzi KS{fLAAERWheK Gsedh Hoe®ed) | YR
Wolverine wants to escape the world, Charles pulls him back into the moment by pointing out the needs of
others.X Charleswe need to help thenj Logan:someone will come alongCharlessomeone already has

They ae invited into a struggling family life. Food and conversation. Acceptance and love.
There are crucifixes and referencesShilohin the family home. A place of peace.

But while we experience a taste of peace in the family home it doesn't comériads in a fallen world.
It ends badly, Logan can't escape the violence of his past. He fights with a younger more violent version of
himself.

The reviewer tries to compare Logan to Jesus. That's a problem because it isn't what the diseptorgsl
think the director, in subverting the cross is pointing and that Logan isn't a saviour, he's just a man that
needs one. Did you notice the song at the end of theKilid yt@by JohnnyCash|yricshere originally by
Nine Inch NailQ I LJG dzNR& y 3 / | & KasaZrippldd &nherdfiddih@oBadanidstysin/regret 6 &

Perhaps these paradoxical interpretations are a windiow our conflicted contemporary context? Indeed,
Al NBFESO0a GKS O2y Tt AOGSR ylFlGdaNBE 2F KdzYl yade ow2
fall fromgraceintosels Af f | YR OBYyAOA&YDd t SNKI LJA A0 QAheloesAZ2 2R |
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=20495
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ur8j4xWe_44
https://genius.com/Johnny-cash-hurt-lyrics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo
http://thefederalist.com/2017/03/09/logan-offers-viewers-world-meaningless-despair/

Class Activitg 1.3t 10 minutes

Watch one of theabovetrailers Loganperhaps being most tellingpiscuss in what fon nihilism and
existentialismt both centredon moral relativisn appear. To what degree is this Hollywood depictio
artistically reLINS A Sy G Ay 3 1 dzAG NI f Al Q& Odzf GdzNF £ Y22 RK

3.5 Empathetic Apologetics for Hurting Nihilists and Empty Existentialists

Before we camelpfullyRA I £ 2 3dz2S A GK G2RI&Qa YyAK
YySSR (G2 SYLI GKSGAOIfte SyGSNI GKAA L zN
with teenagers irHurt, andHurt 2.0 come to mind.)

&!\ U))
e m

In your own words, explain nihilism. Also, explain existentialism.
What are the defining features of each, both in ideas/words, and behaviour?
What form do they take today?

"Cc2ff26Ay 3 { kxNEOdavere\Next Sopr@hdidrove the
transition from naturalism to nihilism to existentialism?

How does this relate to (a) rationality; (b) morality;

(c) existential concerns such as purpose and hope in life.

" Existentialism posits that life is irrational and meaninglessus we create meaning by our choices

i.e., a leap of faith from meaningless nature to a meaningful and happy life. What are the problems in

GKA&d @SY(ddaNBK ! yR K2g Aa UGKAA AaAYATI NI 2N RAFFSNBY

" What are the key
chargeshe nihilist and
the existentialist would
bring againstChristianity?
How would you respond?
" What key arguments
may help expose the
problems with nihilism
and existentialism?

Consider the following thoughts sent to me by a young universtydent and former Christian
struggling to come to grips with the suffering, evil, amdeaningless of the world.
How would you respond?
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https://www.amazon.com/Hurt-Inside-Todays-Teenagers-Culture/dp/0801027322/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1494199487&sr=8-2&keywords=hurt+chap+clark
https://www.amazon.com/Hurt-2-0-Inside-Teenagers-Culture-ebook/dp/B004ZLB9WS/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494199450&sr=8-1&keywords=hurt+2.0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo



















































































































