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Before you start...  
Ç tƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴǘƻ aƻƻŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ƻƴ social media 
Ç /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ forum question, then complete 2 hours pre-reading from recommended 

and optional sources on Moodle (cf. Resource boxes below), to help answer this question 
Ç From the reading, come prepared to share a question, challenge, implication & application 
Ç Download this learning guide (and the associated powerpoint pdf), and have it open on your 

computer ready to edit if you are a class-based student 

1.  Lb¢wh5¦/¢Lhb 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ŜƭƛŜŦέ ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ύΦ 
This time we tackle worldviews which posit moral relativism, including nihilism and existentialism. In the 
first sessionΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ άōƛƎ ǎǘƻǊȅέ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-Christian 
friends, and debrief the pre-ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻŘǳƭŜΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaŀŘƳŀƴέΣ manifested in contemporary media and youth culture through 
IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ άanti-heroesέ. In the second session of the lecture, we will unpack moral relativism, 
before forming into four groups to discuss issues such as abortion, homosexuality, legalized drug use, and 
freedom of speech/tolerance. This will carry into the third session of the lecture, where we will close with 
open Q&A on the vexed question of Same-Sex Marriage, in light of changing understanding and practice of 
sexual ethics, and the Safe Schools campaign on gender identity fluidity. 
 
Next week, concluding our exploration of ά!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ŜƭƛŜŦέ, we address Eastern pantheistic 
monism, New Age syncretism, and occultism. Side-stepping heavy content, we will explore personal stories 
of those leaving mysticism for Christ, and the role of imaginative apologetics and desire in transformation. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this module are to: 

¶ Consider contemporary expressions of nihilism, existentialism, and moral relativism. 

¶ Form cogent responses to one or more of these worldviews, drawing on diverse apologetic types. 
Practice responding to claims of bigotry regarding biblical understanding of sex/marriage. 

 
OUTCOMES 
On completion of this module, students should be able to explain the main tenets of the three considered 
worldviews, and offer a simple but multifaceted reply. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1585432295093793/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Anti-Hero
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Aligned with the Unit Guide Outcomes, students should be able to: 
Knowledge (know and understand): 

A4. Alternatives to Christian Belief 
A5. Strategies to defend and commend Christian faith 

Skills (be able to): 
B3. Evaluate alternatives to Christian belief from a Christian perspective 
B4. Engage in Christian apologetics 
B5. Present an analytical evidence-based argument or perspective 

Application (be in a position to): 
 C3. Defend and commend the truth claims of the Christian faith 
 
SESSION FLOW (lecture runs 6:15-9:00pm, breaks from 7:05-7:10pm, and 7:55-8:05pm) 
6:15 Big Story Recap and Responses + Prayer + Reading debrief (20 mins) + Introduction to Nihilism via 
bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ άaŀŘƳŀƴέ ŀƴŘ Current Movies (20 mins) + Response to University Existentialist (10 mins) 
7:10 Intro Moral Relativism (20 minutes) + Ethics Role Plays: Preparation, Dialogue, Debrief (25 mins) 
8:05 ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ vϧ! ƻƴ ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ .Ŝƴǘέ ǊŜΥ SSM (Same-Sex Marriage) (55 minutes) 
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1 Paul dialogues with the Athenian  
 council of Elders at Mars Hill (Acts 17) 

http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook44p/Marriage
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2.  .LD {¢hw¸ ά/!¦DI¢ h¦¢έ w9{thb{9{ Ҍ w9!5LbD w9±L9² 

άThe big story is that God designed us all for good, but 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ōŀŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾƛƭΦ 
.ǳǘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
humble enough to admit to God that you fall short, and 
ŀǎƪ IƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ 

putting God first, then you can connect with life to the 
fullτwhat God always intended for you. Then you can 
join other Christ-ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ 

sent together to heal a hurting world, waiting for the day 
when God will set everything right by judging all the evil 

and restoring the whole universe.έ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Activity 11.1τ10 minutes 
Using the post-it-notes from module one, two students will each select one of the five circles from  
ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ {ǘƻǊȅέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŀƴŘƻƳƭȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎƭƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ м ƳƛƴǳǘŜ 
to respond to this question or objection, as if in conversation with the person who posted the slip. 
!ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴǇŀŎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘκŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘis response, and other ways to dialogue. 
 

ό²ŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ά!ƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ¢ƻǳƎƘ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέΚ {ŜŜ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ 2010.) 

Class Activity 11.2τ 10 minutes 
Whether as a whole class, or in smaller groups, share your response to the pre-reading for this module: 
 

         -a questionτǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘΣ ƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ 
 -a challengeτsomething you disagree with, or want to nuance 
 -an implicationτάǎƻ ǿƘŀǘέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 

 -an applicationτsomething useful right now in your context 
 
Consider how these readings relate to your life and witness in general and ministry context in particular. 
Χ This is the ideal time to bring up whatever is confusing, or questions you have in regards to the  
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΗ 
 
If time permits, feel free to discuss the forum question from last module, or get a jump start on the 
question for this module: Respond to one of the following statements:  
(ŀύ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŀƭƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ Iƻǿ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀƴǘΗέΤ ƻǊ όōύ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ 
homosexuality on religious grounds is a bigot; provided people give their full consent, and no harm is 
done, everything is permissible and your opposition iǎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέΤ ƻǊ όŎύ ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
religious to be good, nor believe in God to objectively discern the difference between right and wrong.έ 

https://youtu.be/9ewcCNirPt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk8q-s9UZiM
http://pathways.kbc.org.au/passing/passing-evangelism/the-big-story-video/
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3.  bLIL[L{a !b5 9·L{¢9b¢L![L{a 

Resource 11.1: Nihilism and Existentialism 
Our central focus in this module is on Moral Relativism and how Christians might better respond to the 
cultural press for Same-Sex Marriage. Nevertheless, Nihilism and Existentialism are significant 
worldviews flavouring (perhaps tainting?) the ideological water we in the West drink every day. These 
few sources should help you get a handle on the core beliefs, and offer some leads for how to respond:  

 
 James SƛǊŜΩǎ The Universe Next Door (2009) maps the lay of the land in Ch. 5 
ά½ŜǊƻ tƻƛƴǘΥ bƛƘƛƭƛǎƳέ όфп-ммсύ ŀƴŘ /ƘΦ с ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ bƛƘƛƭƛǎƳΥ 9ȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǎƳέ όммт-
143). For a helpful summary of the third edition of this book, see here. 

 Various online Encyclopaedias of Philosophy (e.g. Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, and the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy) have excellent 
introductory articles to big concepts including Relativism, Moral Relativism, Moral 
Skepticism (includes Moral Nihilism), Nihilism, and The Meaning of Life. For 
excellent videos embodying secular answers to related questions, see Alain de 
.ƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ άSchool of LifeΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ David Hume (empiricist and sceptic, a 

precursor to moral relativism), Nietzsche (Father of Nihilism; speaks about the Ubermensch aka 
Superman), Søren Kierkegaard (Christian, and Father of Modern Existentialism), Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky όǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾƛǎƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘέύΣ 
Blaise Pascal (arguably a precursos to Kierkegaard), The Meaning of Life (here and here), What Is 
ΨbƻǊƳŀƭΩ (short answer: no-one), Pessimism, Pop Culture and Philosophy (something we do in 
this session; also, What Is Cinema For?), and Existential Crisis. 

 For a brilliant example of pop-culture critique of nihilism at the heart of the X-Men Movie Logan, 
see Garbarino (2017ύ άΨ[ƻƎŀƴΩ hŦŦŜǊǎ ±ƛŜǿŜǊǎ ! ²ƻǊƭŘ hŦ aŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ 5ŜǎpairΦέ 

3.1 bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ tŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƳŀƴ όмуунύ 

Listen to Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900; article here)  
prophetically ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ŘŜŀŘΗέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ  
άParable of the Madman,έ as read by Ravi Zacharias: 
 

Have you not heard of that madman 
who lit a lantern in the bright 
morning hours, ran to the market 
place, and cried incessantly: "I seek 
God! I seek God!"ñand as many of 
those who did not believe in God 
were standing around just then, he 
provoked much laughter. òHas he 
got lost?ó asked one. òDid he lose his way like a child?ó asked another. 
òOr is he hiding? Is he afraid of us? Has he gone on a voyage? 
Emigrated?óñThus they yelled and laughed  

The madman jumped into their midst and pierced them with his eyes. 
"Whither is God?" he cried; "I will tell you. We have killed himñyou 
and I. All of us are his murderers. But how did we do this? How could 
we drink up the sea? Who gave us the sponge to wipe away the entire 
horizon? What were we doing when we unchained this earth from its 

sun? Whither is it moving now? Whither are we moving? Away from all suns? Are we not plunging 
continually? Backward, sideward, forward, in all directions? Is there still any up or down? Are we not 
straying, as through an infinite nothing? Do we not feel the breath of empty space?  

https://www.amazon.com/Universe-Next-Door-Worldview-Catalog/dp/0830838503/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493946584&sr=8-1-fkmr2&keywords=universe+next+door+wire
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/relativism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-relativism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/skepticism-moral/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/skepticism-moral/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/nihilism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/life-meaning/
https://www.youtube.com/user/schooloflifechannel/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS52H_CqZLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHWbZmg2hzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9JCwkx558o&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEzMwNBjkAU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUdhJ_S_z3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ebt0X5ybm9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hdDVysvOsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hdDVysvOsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jADnNpx3R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ypg71Aixwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZWceRO94dM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEzMwNBjkAU&t=1s
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3315342/
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=20495
http://thefederalist.com/2017/03/09/logan-offers-viewers-world-meaningless-despair/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHWbZmg2hzU
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/nietzsche/
http://www.historyguide.org/europe/madman.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjWyMgStc
https://www.amazon.com/Universe-Next-Door-Worldview-Catalog/dp/0830838503/ref=sr_1_fkmr2_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493946584&sr=8-1-fkmr2&keywords=universe+next+door+wire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVPjWyMgStc
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Has it not become colder? Is not night continually closing in on us? Do we not need to light lanterns in 
the morning? Do we hear nothing as yet of the noise of the gravediggers who are burying God? Do we 
smell nothing as yet of the divine decomposition? Gods, too, decompose. God is dead. God remains 
dead. And we have killed him.  

"How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of all 
that the world has yet owned has bled to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What 
water is there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we have 
to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we ourselves not become gods simply 
to appear worthy of it? There has never been a greater deed; and whoever is born after usñfor the sake 
of this deed he will belong to a higher history than all history hitherto."  

Here the madman fell silent and looked again at his listeners; and they, too, were silent and stared at 
him in astonishment. At last he threw his lantern on the ground, and it broke into pieces and went out. 
"I have come too early," he said then; "my time is not yet. This tremendous event is still on its way, still 
wandering; it has not yet reached the ears of men. Lightning and thunder require time; the light of the 
stars requires time; deeds, though done, still require time to be seen and heard. This deed is still more 
distant from them than most distant starsñand yet they have done it themselves.  

It has been related further that on the same day the madman forced his way into several churches and 
there struck up his requiem aeternam deo. Led out and called to account, he is said always to have replied 
nothing but: "What after all are these churches now if they are not the tombs and sepulchres of God?" 

 

ʺ ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŘƳŀƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ now? 
 
By his own admission, the madman was before his time. That time, however, is now for our culture at large. 
We are a culture technologically on the rise, but morally on the decline. What is up, what is down?  
²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜΚ CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ ƴƛƘƛƭƛǎƳΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ suicide, has become 
increasingly palatable. 
 
Following Sire (2009; summary here) and his mapping of worldviews by answers offered to seven big 
questions, Nihilism (i.e., pessimistic naturalism) may be understood as believing (whether by arguing or 
presupposing) that: 
 

¶ GOD/ULTIMATE REALITY: There is no God. The cosmos appears not to care, to value goodness or be 
rational. All is ultimately absurd 

¶ COSMOS/PRIME REALITY: It operates either from necessity or chance, with no inherent value or 
meaning. Prime reality provides no answers and, again, is absurd 

¶ HUMANS: We possess no objective value, meaning, or even self. Freedom and consciousness are 
thus undermined 

¶ KNOWLEDGE/REVELATION: There is no foundation for knowledge, given that there is no reason to 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴ ŀǎ ǇǳǊŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ΨǘǊǳǘƘΩΦ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛstinguishable  

¶ ETHICS: There is no basis for moral values, rendering all values relative, for you cannot produce 
ƳƻǊŀƭ άƻǳƎƘǘǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅκƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ άƛǎέ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ 

¶ DEATH: Our physical end marks the extinction of consciousness, personality and individuality, 
finally absurd and meaningless 

¶ HISTORY: There is no objective direction or purpose. The individual and world history are 
meaningless (sounds like Ecclesiastes 1:1-11, no?).  

 
  

https://www.lifeline.org.au/about-lifeline/lifeline-information/statistics-on-suicide-in-australia
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
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3.2 CȅƻŘƻǊ 5ƻǎǘƻȅŜǾǎƪȅΩǎ Brothers Karamazov (1880) 

Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881; article here), in The Brothers Karamazov (pp1243-1244), follows a 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭƛƴŜ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴύΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƴƻƴ-existence affects morality. Confused and 
ŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ aƛǘȅŀ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ brother 
!ƭŜȄŜȅΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ LǾŀƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ 
killing his despicable fatherτάLŦ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ŀƭƭ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘέΥ 

 
 òIt's God that's worrying me. That's the only thing that's worrying me. What if 
He doesn't exist? What if it's an idea made up by men? Then if He doesn't 
exist, man is the chief of the earth, of the universe. Magnificent! Only how is 
he going to be good without God? That's the question. I always come back to 
that. For whom is man going to love then? To whom will he be thankful? To 
whom will he sing the hymn? Rakitin, my atheist friend, says that one can 
love humanity without God. Well, only a snivelling idiot can maintain that. I 
can't understand it. Life's easy for Rakitin. He says, ôYou'd better think about 
the extension of civic rights, or even of keeping down the price of meat. 
You will show your love for humanity more simply and directly by that, 
than by philosophy.õ I answered him, 'Well, but you, without a God, are 
more likely to raise the price of meat, if it suits you, and make a rouble on 
every copeck.' He lost his temper. But after all, what is goodness? Answer 

me that, Alexey. Goodness is one thing with me and another with a Chinaman, 
so it's a relative thing. Or isn't it? Is it not relative? A treacherous question! You won't laugh if I 

tell you it's kept me awake two nights. I only wonder now how people can live and think nothing about 
it. Vanity! Ivan has no God. He has an idea. It's beyond me. But he is silent.ó 
 
ʺ If you were Alexey (Brothers KaramazovύΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ aƛǘȅŀΩǎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ƳǳǎƛƴƎΚ 

3.3 Subjective Morality and Existentialist Meaning-Making 

Clearly Nihilism is literally a dead-end. Why would you get up in the morning?  
Why do anything, if all is ultimately meaning-less? Why even bother writing these reflections?  
Is all action purely fueled by nŀƪŜŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƭƛƪŜ bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ Superman?  
 
¢ƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ άƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƻǊǊȅ Ƴŀƴȅ 
(post)moderns, who presuppose the death/non-existenceτor at least, irrelevanceτof God.  
 
And yet, it should (cf. Lewis 2015; Zacharias 2014). 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmSdxZpseY
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Fyodor-Dostoyevsky
http://www.planetpublish.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/The_Brothers_Karamazov_NT.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxiKqA-u8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgcd6jvsCFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0218GkAGbnU
https://www.amazon.com/The-Brothers-Karamazov-Fyodor-Dostoevsky/dp/0374528373/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1334032110&sr=1-3#reader_0374528373
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0218GkAGbnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgcd6jvsCFs&t=3s
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LǘΩǎ ŀǊƎǳŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
confƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƎƻƻŘέ, solving 
9ǳǘƘȅǇƘǊƻΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ (for instance, see WƛƭƭƛŀƳ [ŀƴŜ /ǊŀƛƎΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ here): right and wrong is not 
arbitrary, even as it must be socially constructed and enacted, albeit in a fallen manner, in each time and 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦ DƻŘΩǎ existence is arguably the only grounds for objective and transcendent moral standards. 
 
So, once you get rid of God at the heart of your view of reality, rationalising behaviour on the basis of self-
interest, or national advancement of your particular tribe through whatever means of social engineering, 
becomes palatable, even irresistible όŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ {ŀƳ IŀǊǊƛǎΩǎ нлмм ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ The Moral Landscape, that 
biological flourishing is sufficient to separate right from wrong, an argument demolished by William Lane 
Craig here and here). And that is largely the story of the 20th /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ bƛŜǘȊǎŎƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ 
became present reality, as Democide (Death by Government) on the political left (Communism) and right 
(Fascism/Nationalism) took hold. Following political scientist and scholar wΦ WΦ wǳƳƳŜƭΩǎ ƳŀǘƘ (also here), 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфлл ŀƴŘ мфффΣ мтпΣлллΣллл όǘƘŀǘΩǎ мтп million) people were murdered by their own rulers 
όŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊǎΣ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎύΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ мф 
centuries combined, overwhelming any deaths from religious crusades. 
 
Nihilism literally ends iƴ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ coercion. 
 
Not surprisingly, then, human natureτreflecting our divine maker who created us to pursue life rather 
than deathτabhors this nihilistic vacuum. Rejecting the existence of God, we rebel by constructing a 
personal and reason-ƭŜǎǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǾŜΣ YƛŜǊƪŜƎŀŀǊŘΩǎ άƭŜŀǇ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘέ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ άŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎΣέ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ 
can do is hope for a subjective sense of fulfilment, despite the absurdity of life.  
 
In this spirit, Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980; article here) coined the phrase, as a self-description, 
existentialist. 
 
Again, following Sire (2009; summary here), Existentialism (i.e., optimistic naturalism) may be understood 
as believing (whether by arguing or presupposing) that: 
 

¶ GOD/ULTIMATE REALITY: There are two disunited forms:  
objective (matter) and subjective (my experience of freedom) 

¶ /h{ah{κtwLa9 w9![L¢¸Υ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ άŜǎǎŜƴŎŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ  
while ultimately absurd, ŀǊŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛŎ 

¶ HUMANS: Existence precedes essence (for humans alone), wherein we are free to define ourselves, 
albeit alienated from the world 

¶ KNOWLEDGE/REVELATION: Objective reality is knowable by logic and science,  
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜƭŦέ ƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 

¶ ETHICS: IǳƳŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ άǊŜǾƻƭǘέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀōǎǳǊŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ  
Good actions are those that are consciously and freely chosen, though there is ultimately  
no objective reality to the right or wrong of what is chosen, merely that the decision is owned 

¶ DEATH: Our physical end is an undeniable absurdity, so face it boldly as the final exercise of revolt 

¶ HISTORY: The progress of time, also, is meaningless. However, temporary individual meaning may 
arise through choices and personal encounters.  

  
¢Ƙƛǎ άǊŜǾƻƭǘέ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŀǊŎƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ флǎ ƎŜƴǊŜ ōŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
άRap metal funk metal alternative metal nu metalέ ōŀƴŘΣ Rage Against the Machine (official page here). 
ό/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ άKilling in the Name of Χέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŀǎǘŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΦύ  
 
Or, this rebellion against the meaninglessness of reality may take the form of the insanity of hope, making 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ άƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘέ όǇƻŜƳ ƻŦ 5ȅƭŀƴ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ here). We 
see this in the postmodern musings of pop-philosopher Jason deSilva (2013; video here, article here).  

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/christian-ethics/divine-command-theory/the-euthyphro-dilemma/
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/euthyphro-argument-revisited
https://www.amazon.com/Moral-Landscape-Sam-Harris-ebook/dp/B0055CS2E4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494023832&sr=8-1&keywords=moral+landscape+sam+harris
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/navigating-sam-harris-the-moral-landscape
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/sam-harris-and-the-moral-landscape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democide
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE1.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/20TH.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/NOTE5.HTM
https://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/MURDER.HTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bQsZxDQgzU
https://plato.stanford.edu/search/r?entry=/entries/sartre/&page=1&total_hits=1166&pagesize=10&archive=None&rank=0&query=jean%20paul%20sartre
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/existentialism/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/31578964/The-Universe-Next-Door-A-Basic-Worldview-Catalog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rage_Against_the_Machine
http://www.ratm.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWXazVhlyxQ
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/do-not-go-gentle-good-night
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb-OYmHVchQ
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/14/jason-silva-shots-of-awe-existential-bummer_n_4269849.html
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3.4 IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΩǎ IƻǇŜ-Lessness 

bƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƎŀǳƎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜŘ 
the masses what they think will sell. And yet, cinema is a collision 
of diverse artistic forces (song, image, dance, literature), an 
unearthing and repackaging of rich metaphors, analogies and 
allegories, pieced together by scriptwriters and directors who 
ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
noteworthy that Hollywood seems to have taken a hope-less turn 
of late. 
 
Gone are the neat, happy endings, where the hero triumphs over 
evil, cape flapping effortlessly in the breeze as (typically) he faces 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƻŦ ŀ άōǊŀǾŜΣ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿέΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ 
welcome the age of the anti-hero, with the rejoinder to the 
ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀƴΥ άYou must be delusional... And your cape's on 
backwards.έ 
 
A collection of bad-boys and bad-girls, most leading lights are now 
selfish, unprincipled, and cynically dragged against their will into 
battle, for a cause that they barely believe in.  

2 Batman's normally against using 
guns. But for this scumbag, he's 

making an exception. 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Anti-Hero
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWXazVhlyxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yb-OYmHVchQ
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 (Think of the contrast and showdown in 
Superman vs. BatmanΦύ !ƴŘ ŀƴȅ άǾƛŎǘƻǊȅέ 
secured seems fleeting and ironic, a chasing after 
the wind. As a TV Trope, the anti-hero may be 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ άa protagonist who has the 
opposite of most of the traditional attributes of a 
hero. They may be bewildered, ineffectual, 
deluded, or merely apathetic. More often an 
antihero is just an amoral misfit. While heroes 
are typically conventional, anti-heroes, 

depending on the circumstances, may be preconvŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ όƛƴ ŀ ΨgƻƻŘΩ society), postconventional (if the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ΨŜǾƛƭΩ) or even unconventional. Not to be confused with the Villain or the Big Bad, who is the 
opponent of Heroes (and Anti-Heroes, for that matter). Χ What amoral antiheroes learn, if they learn 
anything at all over the course of the story, is that an existence devoid of absolute values offers a lot of 
isolation. Which may be to their liking. Χ Traditionally, in literary analysis, the meaning of antihero was 
effectively the opposite of the now common usage, lacking ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘŜǊƻ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ rather 
than thŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ.έ  
 
The excess of scare-ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŜǾƛƭΩ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƛǇ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ƛǎ ǾŀŎƛƭƭŀǘƛƴƎΦ 
DǊŀƴǘŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘȅǇŜǊōƻƭŜΣ ŎŀǊƛcature in this comical characters. But, Hollywood is simply amplifying our 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǉǳŀƴŘǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳǎǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊΦ 

 
While time is too short to watch these clips in class, ƛǘΩǎ 
worth borrowing out The Dark Knight (the start of re-
ōƻƻǘƛƴƎ .ŀǘƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ 
jaded/cynical form) and watching it with your 
understanding of modernism, nihilism, existentialism, 
postmodernism, and moral relativism in mindΦ LΩƳ 
ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ find it a powerful social commentary. To 
help with the decoding, consider the Joker as a nihilist 
(and thus a moral relativist), while Harvey Dent 
represents a modernist (with his perceived control 
over chance, until his coin and face burns, at which 
point he becomes a jaded existentialist, defining his 
existence by choice), while Commissioner Gordon and 
Batman are largely moral objectivists doing their best 
to operate in a broken world, Batman definitely cast 
as the anti-hero. 
 

 Here are the key scene markers for the meaty bits: 
51.43 to 53:05; 1:03:57 to 1:05:38; 1:10:49 to 1:11:25; 1:23:44 to 1:26:59; 1:35:20 to 1:35:56; 

1:43:17 to 1:43:45; 1:45:14 to 1:46:40; 1:55:35 to 1:57:52; 1:59:12 to 1:59:35; 
2:02:24 to 2:02:43; 2:04:38 to 2:05:28; 2:05:54 to 2:09:50; 2:12:02 to 2:18:35. 

 
ʺ What other recent movies come to mind as Exhibit A of nihilism, existentialism, and moral relativism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58KXLPE7M_s
an%20antihero%20is%20a%20protagonist%20who%20has%20the%20opposite%20of%20most%20of%20the%20traditional%20attributes%20of%20a%20hero.%20They%20may%20be%20bewildered,%20ineffectual,%20deluded,%20or%20merely%20apathetic.%20More%20often%20an%20antihero%20is%20just%20an%20amoral%20misfit.%20While%20heroes%20are%20typically%20conventional,%20anti-heroes,%20depending%20on%20the%20circumstances,%20may%20be%20preconventional%20(in%20a%20%22good%22%20society),%20postconventional%20(if%20the%20government%20is%20%22evil%22)%20or%20even%20unconventional.%20Not%20to%20be%20confused%20with%20the%20Villain%20or%20the%20Big%20Bad,%20who%20is%20the%20opponent%20of%20Heroes%20(and%20Anti-Heroes,%20for%20that%20matter).
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Knight-Christian-Bale/dp/B001I189MQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1493948027&sr=8-1&keywords=dark+knight+2008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bha24P9uw-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkX1VuXLRSc&t=113s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wglmbroElU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJfLoE6hanc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmRih_VtVAs&t=80s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONHBaC-pfsk
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The 2017 final Wolverine instalment, as part of the X-Men Franchise, is 
particularly poignant (watch official trailer hereύΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ /ƻƭƭƛƴ 
Garbarino framed his insightful review: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As art, a piece like Logan can be read in multiple ways. Garbarino righly notes the explicit parallels in Logan 
to the old Western, Shane. He concludes (*spoiler alert*) thus:  
 
άBack in 1953, in the funeral scene for Shane, ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎƛŘŜΦ {ƛȄǘȅ-four years 
later, we see people reciting the words of Shane at a funeral. The heroes of man have displaced the divine 
in even the most sacred rites. In the final seconds of Logan, Laura ώ²ƻƭǾŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǘroubled daughter and 
fellow mutant, hunted and on the run] ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻƴ [ƻƎŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ 
homage to LoƎŀƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ·-Men. Perhaps she merely means to testify to the greatness of this 
fallen hero. Or perhaps sƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ [ƻƎŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ 
of Christ. Either way, she leaves herself and the audience without any hope. If this is our hero, none of us 
can expect to be savedέ όŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƳƛƴŜύΦ 
 
Definitely bleak. However, as I include in the Moodle pdf here, artist and Christian James Alley (response to 
my Facebook post, on March 12, 2017) retells the story like this: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳōǘŜȄǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǎŜŜmed to be about how a broken violent man can find a sense of belong, family 
and home. It isn't hopeless. Charles is a type of flawed father to an outcast Logan. He is continually trying to 
teach Logan ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΩ even when it seems hopeless. 
Wolverine wants to escape the world, Charles pulls him back into the moment by pointing out the needs of 
others. Χ Charles: we need to help them | Logan: someone will come along | Charles: someone already has    
 
They are invited into a struggling family life. Food and conversation. Acceptance and love.  
There are crucifixes and references to Shiloh in the family home. A place of peace.     
 
But while we experience a taste of peace in the family home it doesn't come in fullness in a fallen world.  
It ends badly, Logan can't escape the violence of his past. He fights with a younger more violent version of 
himself.     
 
The reviewer tries to compare Logan to Jesus. That's a problem because it isn't what the director is saying. I 
think the director, in subverting the cross is pointing and that Logan isn't a saviour, he's just a man that 
needs one. Did you notice the song at the end of the filmΚ ώΨHurtΩ by Johnny Cash, lyrics here originally by 
Nine Inch Nails, ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ /ŀǎƘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ as a crippled anti-hero finding grace amidst sin/regretΦϐέ  
 
Perhaps these paradoxical interpretations are a window into our conflicted contemporary context? Indeed, 
ƛǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ όwƻƳŀƴǎ тύΣ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘŜǳǊ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŘŜƳƻƴƛŎ 
fall from grace into self-ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎȅƴƛŎƛǎƳΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƘǳƳŀn heroes? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo
https://students.malyon.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=20495
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ur8j4xWe_44
https://genius.com/Johnny-cash-hurt-lyrics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo
http://thefederalist.com/2017/03/09/logan-offers-viewers-world-meaningless-despair/
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3.5 Empathetic Apologetics for Hurting Nihilists and Empty Existentialists 

 Before we can helpfully ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƴƛƘƛƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ ǿŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ IǳǊǘΦ ό/ƘŀǇ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ŜǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǿƻǊƪ 
with teenagers in Hurt, and Hurt 2.0, come to mind.)  
 
ʺ In your own words, explain nihilism. Also, explain existentialism.  
What are the defining features of each, both in ideas/words, and behaviour? 
What form do they take today? 
 
ʺ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ƛǊŜΩǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪτThe Universe Next Doorτwhat drove the 
transition from naturalism to nihilism to existentialism?  
How does this relate to (a) rationality; (b) morality;  
(c) existential concerns such as purpose and hope in life. 
 
ʺ Existentialism posits that life is irrational and meaningless, thus we create meaning by our choicesτ
i.e., a leap of faith from meaningless nature to a meaningful and happy life. What are the problems in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΚ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ άƭŜŀǇ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘέΚ 
 
ʺ What are the key 
charges the nihilist and 
the existentialist would 
bring against Christianity?  
How would you respond? 
 
ʺ What key arguments 
may help expose the 
problems with nihilism 
and existentialism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ʺ Consider the following thoughts sent to me by a young university student and former Christian 
struggling to come to grips with the suffering, evil, and meaningless of the world.  
How would you respond? 
 
  
 
 

Class Activity 11.3τ10 minutes 
Watch one of the above trailers (Logan perhaps being most telling). Discuss in what form nihilism and 
existentialismτboth centred on moral relativismτappear. To what degree is this Hollywood depiction 
artistically re-ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƳƻƻŘΚ Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ  

https://www.amazon.com/Hurt-Inside-Todays-Teenagers-Culture/dp/0801027322/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1494199487&sr=8-2&keywords=hurt+chap+clark
https://www.amazon.com/Hurt-2-0-Inside-Teenagers-Culture-ebook/dp/B004ZLB9WS/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494199450&sr=8-1&keywords=hurt+2.0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Div0iP65aZo













































































