Christian Apologetics
PE 420/PE 620
Worldviews: Eastern Pantheistic Monism,
and New Spiritualities (New Age, Syncretism, & Occultism)
“Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in
the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults
the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD, and
because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out
those nations before you.” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
“Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.” (Matthew 10:1)

Lecture overview
Challenges to Our Story/Discussion
Apologetics for a New Age
Desire & Imagination
in Reaching the SBNR
Meta-apologetics for “The Secret”

*Challenges to Our Story*

FORUM 12: Respond to one of the following statements:
(a) “We are responsible for everything in our lives; my life is
as it is because I created it myself. That’s karma. Christian
appeals to forgiveness and ‘grace’ are infantilising, a move
away from maturity”; or (b) “Meditation is the key to modern
happiness. Once you let go of your desire to distinguish right
from wrong, truth from lies, and proving that Jesus is the
only way, you will discover the unity of all things and the
true joy for which you strive”

Readings debrief

Class Activity 12.3

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

Practice responding to
one of these statements:

-question—something you don’t get,
or want to clarify
-challenge—something you disagree
with, or want to nuance
-implication—“so what” for your
apologetic approach
-application—something useful right
now in your context
Discuss Forum question

(a) “We are responsible for everything in our
lives; my life is as it is because I created it
myself. That’s karma. Christian appeals to
forgiveness and ‘grace’ are infantilising, a
move away from maturity”; or
(b) “Meditation is the key to modern
happiness. Once you let go of your desire to
distinguish right from wrong, truth from lies,
and proving that Jesus is the only way, you will
discover the unity of all things and the true joy
for which you strive”
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Spiritual but not
religious (SBNR)?

?
Stereotype
Fair/Unfair
Apologetic
Implication

 Who/what comes to mind?

Diet Hindu or Perfect Blend of East & West?
What’s driving this fusion? (Video here)

Mitch’s Qn

Eastern Pantheistic Monism
vs. Western New Age?

 Similarity vs. Difference? Affirm vs. Challenge?

 Philosophical/Scientific or Pragmatic/Therapeutic?
(“What The Bleep Do We Know” Trailer here)

 What forms does Western New Spirituality take in
Australia today? How common/influential in society?
What experiences have you had? (Dr. Strange Trailer here)
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Truth vs. experience?
Agape vs. eros?
Religion vs. spirituality?

Apologetics for a New Age
In response to faithandbelief.org.au,
Ross writes of 36% of irreligious Aussies:
“this group isn’t necessarily anti-spiritual; good
evangelism/apologetics today knows that to reach
this people group requires a willingness to hear
their stories & connect to their universal longings.

Must apologetics
change for the
New Age?
 How would you respond to the Reiki healer’s
pragmatic assertion that “what is true is what is helpful
and works … thus, pick and choose by experience”?

The old model of evangelism/apologetics of
simply argument and persuasion … is not the
paradigm for connecting with the
majority people group in Australia & the West.
… I refuse to go to any evangelism/apologetics
conference that simply advocates "one size fits
all“ …. Aussies are searching and we need to
connect with contemporary spirituality, and
their stories have so many connection points—
that's evangelism/apologetics.”
 AGREE/DISAGREE? WHY?

CLASS ACTIVITY 12.4
Skim through faithandbelief.org.au (cf. 2016 NCLS ACS)
(infographic/report pp21-26)
As concerns apologetics,
what 3 data points are most
relevant/interesting to you?

How might apologetics need to change to
better reach the SBNR demographic?
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CLASS ACTIVITY 12.4
Skim through faithandbelief.org.au (cf. 2016 NCLS ACS)
(infographic/report pp21-26)
As concerns apologetics,
what 3 data points are most
relevant/interesting to you?

How might apologetics need to change to
better reach the SBNR demographic?

ACTIVITY 12.5: Universal Longings?

Desire & Imaginative apologetics

CLASS ACTIVITY 12.6:
Lewis discovered there is a
“rationality of narrative as well as
one of concept” (Ward 2011, 59).
What stories, analogies, similes
and metaphors are most effective
for sharing the gospel with
spiritual seekers?

Share a SBNR story. Pointers to Connect? [EPL video]
What needs to change in-house to reach mystics?

Open Discussion
RESOURCE 12.1: Apologetics for the New Age
STIMULUS: Consumerism … Fuelling Young SBNR

Share these imaginative illustrations in triplets
(5 mins), then debrief together.

Engaging with a
“secret” seeker
 Why, at this point in history in the West, are
so many people mixing and matching beliefs?
 What experience have you had of
‘New Spiritualities’ or the occult?
 How does syncretism strike you?
Why don’t these apparent contradictions
greatly bother the adherent?
 Someone says they’re
“spiritual but not religious”.
And you say … ?
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Case study: “the secret”

What draws a person to “The Secret”? [Trailer here]
“What you think determines reality” …
How best to engage someone who believes this?

Eastern religion: a story

Case study: “the secret”

We are responsible for everything in our lives
 Your imagination is an extremely powerful tool
 Our life is as it is because we created it ourselves
 We can change the results in our lives
 Your emotions are a guide to
let you know if you are 'on track'
 We can do, be and have anything we want

Class activity 12.7

“Hey. Thx for helping with the whole ‘spiritual journey’
thing. Been thinking, and feel that the kind of approach
Oprah takes, drawing on Rhonda Byrne’s ‘The Secret’,
fits where I’m at better. Your take?”
Aim for at least one solid point in each of the following
6 sections, aligned with the meta-apologetic method,
around which you will frame your response
Share with another triplet  Revisit Forum Qns

An apologetic method

METHOD

(Part 1) Questions and Challenges
(Part 2) Context
*General
-society
-church
*Particular
-sympathetic acquaintance
-study/research
-personal experience
-job
(Part 3) Concerns
-hopes // fears
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An apologetic method
METHOD

Your turn: activity 12.7
☼ In responding to the particular questions and challenges

(Part 4) Responses
A. Clarification
B. Admission
C. Defense … “seen in this light, Xy is still plausible”
D. Positive Presentation ... “Xy is attractive”
(credible and relevant)
E. Action … corollary apologetics (tangible)

Class activity 12.7

the Spiritual But Not Religious (SBNR) pose to Christianity,
outline a response according to the following method:
(1) What hopes and fears are common to many SBNR?
(2) What terms and concepts must be clarified for a
productive dialogue to ensue?
(3) What genuine admissions should Christians make
to begin the dialogue?
(4) How could you defend the plausibility of Christianity in
light of the key objections? … “seen in this light, Xy is still plausible”
(5) How could you commend the attractiveness of Christianity
to a SBNR? … “seen in this light, Xy is attractive”
(6) What other actions—corollary apologetics—may
strengthen your dialogue?

Revisit Forum Qns
Practice responding to
one of these statements:

“Hey. Thx for helping with the whole ‘spiritual journey’
thing. Been thinking, and feel that the kind of approach
Oprah takes, drawing on Rhonda Byrne’s ‘The Secret’,
fits where I’m at better. Your take?”
Aim for at least one solid point in each of the following
6 sections, aligned with the meta-apologetic method,
around which you will frame your response
Share with another triplet  Revisit Forum Qns

Open Discussion
STIMULUS 1: Trish’s Journey in/out of New Age
STIMULUS 2: Dave’s Heady Response to “The Secret”

(a) “We are responsible for everything in our
lives; my life is as it is because I created it
myself. That’s karma. Christian appeals to
forgiveness and ‘grace’ are infantilising, a
move away from maturity”; or
(b) “Meditation is the key to modern
happiness. Once you let go of your desire to
distinguish right from wrong, truth from lies,
and proving that Jesus is the only way, you will
discover the unity of all things and the true joy
for which you strive”

For next week
PRE-READING + FORUM
-question—something you don’t
get, or want to clarify
-challenge—something you
disagree with, or want to nuance

STIMULUS 3: Interpret My Bumper Sticker
—Gospel Bridges to the SBNR

-implication—“so what” for your
apologetic approach
-application—something useful
right now in your context
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FORUM 12: Respond to one of the following statements:
(a) “We are responsible for everything in our lives; my life is
as it is because I created it myself. That’s karma. Christian
appeals to forgiveness and ‘grace’ are infantilising, a move
away from maturity”; or (b) “Meditation is the key to modern
happiness. Once you let go of your desire to distinguish right
from wrong, truth from lies, and proving that Jesus is the
only way, you will discover the unity of all things and the
true joy for which you strive”
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