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Christian Apologetics
PE 420/PE 620

Worldviews: Eastern Pantheistic Monism,        
and New Spiritualities (New Age, Syncretism, & Occultism)

ƛLet no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in 
the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in 
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults 
the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD, and 
because of these detestable practices the LORD your God will drive out 

those nations before you.Ɯ (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

ƛJesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive 
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.Ɯ (Matthew 10:1)

Lecture overview

Challenges to Our Story/Discussion

Apologetics for a New Age

Desire & Imagination 
in Reaching the SBNR

Meta-]lkhkcape_o bkn ƗPda SecretƘ

FORUM 12: Respond to one of the following statements: 

$]% ƗSa ]na naolkjoe^ha bkn aranupdejc ej kqn herao7 iu heba eo 
]o ep eo ^a_]qoa E _na]pa` ep iuoahb* Pd]pƕo g]ni]* ?dneope]j 
]lla]ho pk bkncerajaoo ]j` Ɣcn]_aƕ ]na ejb]jpeheoejc( ] ikra 
]s]u bnki i]pqnepuƘ7 kn $^% ƗIa`ep]pekj eo pda gau pk ik`anj 
happiness. Once you let go of your desire to distinguish right 
from wrong, truth from lies, and proving that Jesus is the 
only way, you will discover the unity of all things and the 
pnqa fku bkn sde_d ukq opneraƘ

*Challenges to Our Story*

Readings debrief

PRAY for a friend | UNPACK readings

-questionƓokiapdejc ukq `kjƕp cap( 
or want to clarify

-challengeƓsomething you disagree 
with, or want to nuance

-implication ƓƗok sd]pƘ bkn ukqn 
apologetic approach

-application Ɠsomething useful right 
now in your context

Discuss Forum question

Class Activity 12.3
Practice responding to 

one of these statements:

(]% ƗSa ]na naolkjoe^ha bkn aranupdejc ej kqn 
lives; my life is as it is because I created it 
iuoahb* Pd]pƕo g]ni]* ?dneope]j ]lla]ho pk 
bkncerajaoo ]j` Ɣcn]_aƕ ]na ejb]jpeheoejc( ] 

ikra ]s]u bnki i]pqnepuƘ7 kn 
(b% ƗIa`ep]pekj eo pda gau pk ik`anj 

happiness. Once you let go of your desire to 
distinguish right from wrong, truth from lies, 

and proving that Jesus is the only way, you will 
discover the unity of all things and the true joy 

bkn sde_d ukq opneraƘ
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Spiritual but not 
religious (SBNR)?

U Who/what comes to mind?

?U

Stereotype

Fair/Unfair

Apologetic 
Implication

B^iX]¹h Fc

Diet Hindu or Perfect Blend of East & West?

Sd]pƕo `nerejc pdeo bqoekj; (Video here)

U Similarity vs. Difference? Affirm vs. Challenge?

Eastern Pantheistic Monism 
vs. Western New Age?

U Philosophical/Scientific or Pragmatic/Therapeutic?

$ƗWhat The Bleep Do We KnowƘ Pn]ehan here)

UWhat forms does Western New Spirituality take in 
Australia today? How common/influential in society? 

What experiences have you had? (Dr. Strange Trailer here)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQrUWmzshsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5FLFFmfgmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7gvFravm4A


3

UDks skqh` ukq naolkj` pk pda Naege da]hanƕo 
pragmatic ]ooanpekj pd]p Ɨsd]p eo pnqa eo sd]p eo dahlbqh 
]j` skngo Ɲ pdqo( le_g ]j` _dkkoa ^u atlaneaj_aƘ;

Truth vs. experience?
Agape vs. eros?

Religion vs. spirituality ?

Must apologetics
change for the

New Age?

Apologetics for a New Age
In response to faithandbelief.org.au, 

Ross writes of 36% of irreligious Aussies:
ƛthis group isnƙt necessarily anti -spiritual ; good 

evangelism/apologetics today knows that to reach 
this people group requires a willingness to hear 

their stories & connect to their universal longings .

The old model of evangelism/apologetics of 
simply argument and persuasion ơ is not the 

paradigm for connecting with the 
majority people group in Australia & the West.

ơ I refuse to go to any evangelism/apologetics 
conference that simply advocates "one size fits 
allƛ ơ. Aussies are searching and we need to 
connect with contemporary spirituality , and 

their stories have so many connection pointsƗ
that's evangelism/apologetics .Ɯ

U AGREE/DISAGREE? WHY?

CLASS ACTIVITY 12.4
Skim through faithandbelief.org.au (cf. 2016 NCLS ACS)

(infographic / report pp21 -26)

As concerns apologetics, 
what 3 data points are most 
relevant/interesting to you? 

How might apologetics need to change to 
better reach the SBNR demographic? 

https://www.amazon.com/Taboo-Christianity-complementary-mindfulness-alternative-ebook/dp/B01LWRRHFI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494743604&sr=8-1&keywords=Taboo+or+To+Do?
https://www.amazon.com/Taboo-Christianity-complementary-mindfulness-alternative-ebook/dp/B01LWRRHFI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494743604&sr=8-1&keywords=Taboo+or+To+Do?
http://2016ncls.org.au/2016-ACS
http://faithandbelief.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Faith-and-Belief-in-Australia-Infographic_McCrindle_2017.pdf
http://faithandbelief.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Faith-and-Belief-in-Australia-Report_McCrindle_2017.pdf
http://faithandbelief.org.au/
http://faithandbelief.org.au/

