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MALYON COLLEGE
At Malyon we recognise that the world is changing. These are times of great challenge and
opportunity. Our commitment is to raising up a generation of influential Christians who have
a strong biblical base, skills in leadership and ministry, and a heart for God.
We have been training Christian leaders for over 100 years, and we’ve learnt a few things
about theological training. Our graduates are serving all over the world as pastors, crosscultural workers, workplace leaders, chaplains, church leaders and theological faculty.
Malyon offers full-time and part-time study options through lecture, intensive and distance
modes. We have excellent resources for students including a large library, wireless internet
and 24 hour access to the campus. All our awards are accredited through the Australian
College of Theology.
The Australian College of Theology
The ACT was established under the auspices of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia in 1891.
The ACT is a company limited by guarantee governed by a nine-member Board of Directors. The Anglican Primate
of Australia presides as the chairman of meetings of the company which consists of 54 persons (in 2010). The
ACT is an Australasian provider of state accredited higher education courses leading to awards in theology and
other disciplines related to Christian ministry. The ACT operates as an ecumenical consortium of some 2,500
students enrolled in 19 Bible and theological colleges approved to teach the awards of the ACT. These awards
range from two-year diplomas, three-year undergraduate and coursework masters degrees to masters and
doctoral research degrees.
The ACT has a centrally devised and managed curriculum and a quality assurance process that are applied across
the whole network of affiliated colleges. The day-to-day educational system is managed by the Dean from the
ACT office in Sydney. Academic governance is the responsibility of the Academic Board which oversees all
academic activities of the College. The standing committees of the Academic Board share this responsibility by
monitoring the quality of delivery and resourcing, developing policy, and reviewing the course structure for
research, coursework and diploma courses. The membership of the Academic Board and its committees is
comprised mostly of faculty members of affiliated colleges. A number of senior university academics are
represented to help ensure that ACT practice (especially in the outcome of the consideration of research
examiner’s reports and general academic policy) remains comparable with the standards of and best practice in
the university sector.
As a HEP under the Higher Education Support Act, the College was required to undergo a quality audit conducted
by the Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA). The AUQA Audit Report was publicly released on the
AUQA website in February 2007.
In 2010 the company consists of 54 members composed in the following way:
(1)
the Anglican Primate of Australian and the Dean of the ACT,
(2)
the principals of 10 Anglican Theological Colleges,
(3)
21 persons elected by the House of Bishops of the General Synod,
(4)
the principals of 11 affiliated colleges approved to deliver the research degrees of the ACT,
(5)
5 graduates holding an ACT research degree,
(6)
5 graduates holding any other degree of the ACT.
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UNIT DETAILS
Unit Description
The mission of Malyon College is the “development of Christians of influence for the 21st
Century.” And yet, this simple statement raises big questions. What is distinctive about being
a “Christian”, in belief and practice? How are we to understand the way the world is presently,
both in its glory and brokenness? What is our vision for where the world should go? Creation,
Fall, Redemption. Understanding the shape of the biblical story, and seeing ourselves within
God’s mission, is key for Malyon students to fulfil their calling as Christians of influence.
How, then, should we look at and engage the world from a Christian perspective? A Christian
worldview is a comprehensive conception of the world from a Christian standpoint. The aims
of the unit are to enable students to develop an understanding of worldviews, and in
particular a Christian worldview. It also seeks to equip students to explore the application of
a Christian worldview to a variety of areas relevant to Christian ministry and life and to
provide students with the opportunity to apply a Christian worldview to one particular area.
Credit Points
This unit is valued at 4 credit points.
Co- and Pre-Requisites
None.
Exclusions
None.
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Unit Content
The unit is made up of the following sections and sub-sections:
Section A: What is a Worldview?
1 The functions of worldviews in human thought and action.
2 How a worldview is formed and how it is changed or transformed.
3 Non-Christian worldviews.
4 Reflection on issues involved in the development of a Christian worldview from
Scripture, including the place of Christian scholarship.
Section B: A Christian Worldview
5 The description of a Christian worldview, with consideration of
a. The possible variety among Christian worldviews, and
b. The similarity and differences of theology and worldview, and
c. The general principles underlying its application to Christian life and ministry.
6 A brief review of the history of reflection on worldviews.
Section C: Application of a Christian Worldview
7 Reflection on the expression of a Christian worldview in the Christian life and in
various vocations and disciplines.
8 Application of a Christian worldview to at least three of the following:
(i) history, (ii) science, (iii) the study of human culture; (iv) literature and the arts,
(v) education, (vi) apologetics, (vii) cross cultural ministry, (viii) economics, (ix)
politics, (x) law, (xi) health, (xii) recreation, (xiii) technology, (xiv) media and/or
communication, (xv) creation care.
One of these topics (or another not covered in the list above and approved by the lecturer)
will be the focus of a self-study unit for each student, and this unit will form a significant part
of the assessment.
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Unit Outcomes
On successful completion of this unit, student should be able to:
On successful completion of this unit, student should be able to:
A. Know and Understand (Knowledge):
A1. The nature and function of world views
A2. Christian world views
A3. How the Christian world view applies to life, vocation,
academic disciplines and ministry
A4. Historic and contemporary approaches to world views and issues.
B. Be Able To (Skills):
B1. Analyse the nature and function of world views
B2. Compare and contrast Christian worldviews
B3. Critique Christian world views in a selection of vocations and disciplines
B4. Present a critical, evidence-based world view perspective
B5. Evaluate historic and contemporary approaches to world view issues.
C. Be In a Position To (Application):
C1. Integrate Christian world view perspectives with their other theological studies
C2. Use Christian world view perspectives for personal understanding
and in ministry contexts
C3. Examine current world view issues
Workload Requirement
A unit will generally require about 10 hours per week for lectures for contact students or
home study for distance students, preparation and revision, and assignment work over
thirteen weeks. In addition, two study weeks are worked into each semester. Excluding the
study weeks, this generally averages out in this subject as follows:
1.

2.

Contact students:
a.
Lectures – 3 hours per week;
b.
Preparation – 3 hours per week;
c.
Assessments – 4 hours per week.
Distance students:
a.
Home study; including forums and revisions – 6 hours per week;
b.
Assessments – 4 hours per week.
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Learning Guides
Students should access the Learning Guides on the unit Moodle page for guidance through
their studies for the semester.
Assessment Requirements
The student shall complete the following assessment requirements:
1.
2.
3.

“God at Work” Essay or Video and Transcript (30%)
Book Review (25%)
n.b. This includes non-graded but compulsory reflections for PE510-D
Self-study project (45%).

Contact students will be expected to attend all lectures; the reflection activities are the
distance student’s equivalent of classroom interaction. Just as class attendance is compulsory
for on-campus students, forum participation and reflection activities are compulsory for
distance students.
Students who fail to attend 80 per cent of lectures or
complete forum posts/reflection activities satisfactorily may be failed.
Required Resources
In order to complete the unit, the student requires access to the following resource/s:
Goheen M. and C.G. Bartholomew, Living at the Crossroads: An Introduction to Christian
Worldview (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008). [LC on schedule below]
Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit (Grand Rapids, MI:
Brazos Press, 2016). [WYL on schedule below. Helpful review here and here; talk here]
[Cf. Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation (Grand
Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2009). Helpful review here.]

Additionally, further learning resources will be made available on Moodle, our Online
Learning Centre. These resources may include articles, extracts, contact lecture notes and
other learning activities. Beyond revising lecture notes (1 hour), students are expected to
read at least 40 pages per week from the pre-reading list in the lecture schedule below,
equating to 2 hours preparation. The time (188pp) for WYL are not included in this
calculation, as this is accounted for in assessment requirement #2. To increase exposure to
helpful resources, especially sources that may guide your assignment research, I have often
included more than 40 pages in the lecture schedule below. Thus, begin with the set text.
However, if you cover this within the two hours of preparation, or are particularly interested
in the topic, consider delving into the other readings and Moodle resources.
PE510-D: Principles of Evangelism
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Lecture Schedule
Lectures are Wednesday 1:20-4:50pm (Period 1: 1:20-2:10; Period 2: 3:05-3:55; Period 3: 4:00-4:50)
LC = set text by Goheen and Bartholomew / WYL = set text by Smith

Wk
1

Date
19 July

Period 1

2

26 July

“The Journey: Living in
the Biblical Story”:
Stephen’s story in Acts 7

3

2 Aug

The Imago Dei
in Genesis:
Identity

The Imago Dei
in Genesis:
Duty & Delight

Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)

4

9 Aug

5

16 Aug

Fall: The
Idolatry of
Knowledge
Gardening in
Resurrection
Hope

Twisting
Shalom: ‘Evil’ &
Sin’s many faces
Re-Church:
Sign, Servant,
Sacrament

Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)
Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)

6

23 Aug

Mod to POMO:
Changing
Currents

Understanding
the Times:
Worldviews

Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)

7

30 Aug

8

6 Sep

Colossians
Christianity &
Remixed:
Culture via
Subverting the
Matthew 5 & 13
Empire
Life at the Crossroads: Politics,
Business, Economics & Health …
“Competition with Purpose”

Creational
Design, Cultural
Idolatry and
Healing Action
Discuss James
Smith, Desiring
the Kingdom

9

13 Sep

Life at the Crossroads:
The Body, Sex & Marriage

Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)

10

20 Sep
27 Sep
4 Oct

Study week
Study week
Life at the X-Roads:
Education and Scholarship

11

11 Oct

12

18 Oct

13

25 Oct

Life at the X-Roads: Sport …
Class Discussion
experimentation and evaluation
(Vocation+News)
Life at the Crossroads: The Arts. Art Gallery Visit
(Comparing/Contrasting Q’d Art Gallery & GOMA)
OR Watch movie Tree of Life and debrief from a
Crhistian Worldview Perspective
Work & Rest for Consolidation
Open Discussion
God’s Glory
and Evaluation
and Next Steps

“What on Earth
are we here for?”
(Luke 4, 9 & 10)

Period 2
Unit + Student
Introduction

Period 3

Pre-Reading (Forum due before class)

At the X-Roads:
Why Worldview
Matters

WYL: xi-26 (27pp); Explore Malyon Workplace,
here for a companion site to the LC text with
various stimulus, and also check out
www.theologyofwork.org.
LC: Preface + Chapters 1-2 (ix-30); WYL: 83-110
(28pp); Benson “God @ Work” (4pp); and
Bartholomew and Goheen “Storyline of the
Bible” (7pp) OR Benson “Confessions of a
Recovering Biblicist” (3pp)
LC: Ch 3 (31-45); WYL: 57-82 (26pp); BoumerPrediger, For the Beauty of the Earth, Intro and
Ch 4 (xi-xiii, 81-110) OR Iain Jobling, “Do
Christians Care About the Earth” mp3 (45 mins.)
LC: Ch 3 (45-50); Keller, Counterfeit Gods, Intro
(ix-xxiv, 15pp); Benson, Review of Plantinga’s
Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be (3pp)

God @ Work in Your
Vocation … Creation,
Fall, and Redemption

Class Discussion
(Vocation, News
& DK Reading)

LC: Ch 4 (51-66); WYL: 171-188 (18pp); Richard
Middleton, “A New Heaven and a New Earth” pdf
(25pp) OR Darrell Guder, Missional Church pdf (93109, 16pp)
LC: Chs 5-7 (67-126 – read 1 chapter only); WYL:
27-56 (30pp); Optional: N. T. Wright mp3,
“Christianity Facing Postmodernity” (50 mins.) OR
Paul Williams, “Jesus in the McWorld: Christian
Reflections on Globalization” mp3 (23 mins.)
LC: Ch 8 (127-145); John Stackhouse, Making the
Best of It pdf (13-42, 29pp) [summary here]

LC: Ch 9 (146-153); Benson, “From One Beggar to
Another” pdf (8pp); John Stackhouse, “Why
Christians should help addicts shoot up” mp3
(1hr30) OR Williams, “Capitalism, Social Justice
and Desire” mp3 (1hr30); First Things review of
Desiring the Kingdom here (5pp) and TGC here
WYL: 111-136 (26pp); Sarah Williams, “Sexuality in
the Modern World” mp3 here (1hr40) OR Kamal
Weerakoon, “Towards an Evangelical Sexual
Anthropology & Ethic” (19pp); also Vaughan
Offline, “The Perfected Body?” (5pp) OR Adeney &
Heath, “Marriage: What’s It For?” (8pp)

LC: Ch 9 (161-173); WYL: 137-170 (34pp); David
Benson, “Gore-Tex Curriculum Resists the Good
Book” (3pp) here. Optional: Alvin Plantinga,
“Advice to Christian Philosophers” (19pp) here.
LC: Ch 9 (153-156); Explore Ubablo website here.
LC: Ch 9 (156-161); Dave Benson, “God @ Work
Painting and Acting” (8 pp); Nicholas
Wolterstorff “Art and Aesthetics” youtube video
here (1hr) OR Vishal Mangalwadi “From Bach to
Cobain” mp3 here (1hr)
LC: Pastoral Postscript (174-178)

Study Week + Semester examinations
PE510-D: Principles of Evangelism
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UNIT LECTURER
Dave Benson (BAppSci.HMS-Ed; MA; PhD) is the course preparer,
lecturer and marker for this subject. As a former high school
teacher, youth worker and Pastor of Evangelism and Community
Outreach, he is passionate about commending Christ and His
Kingdom in Australia’s post-Christendom culture. Dave lectures at
Malyon College in the areas of evangelism, apologetics,
worldviews, faith–work integration, and practical theology. This
parallels Dave’s work as Director of Traverse (the Malyon centre
for bridging church and culture), the founder of “Christ’s Pieces” with his wife Nikki as an intentional Christian
community, the founder and ongoing associate of Logos apologetics ministry, blog writing with “Wondering
Fair”, consultancy and generating resources with Scripture Union and the Bible Society for cultural and
Scripture Engagement, and his ongoing service with the Lausanne World Evangelization Movement, most
recently as Chair of the Programme Committee for the 2016 Younger Leaders Gathering (YLG) in Jakarta. In
2009 he completed a research Masters at Regent College (Vancouver) under Prof. John G. Stackhouse, Jr.,
entitled “The Thinking Teen”, exploring how to commend the plausibility, credibility and relevance of the Bible
to non-Christian adolescents. This laid the foundation for Dave’s 2016 Practical Theological dissertation under
A/Prof. Neil Pembroke at The University of Queensland. Entitled “Schools, Scripture and Secularisation,” this
project considers the telos of competing curricular visions and the place of religions and their revelations in
Australia’s contemporary pluralistic educational sphere.
 +61 (07) 3354 5656  nikanddave (skype)  david.benson@malyon.edu.au
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UNIT ASSESSMENT
Assessment Instructions
In completing assessments, students should note that:
1.

The College requirements for the writing and submission of assignments are to be
adhered to at all times, as marks will be deducted for incorrect and poor presentation.
Of particular importance is that the official College title page is to be used, and that
the word length be indicated.

2.

The current Assignment Style and Writing Guides are available to all students on the
Moodle site; it should be studied, both when starting out and at the beginning of each
academic year as adjustments or changes may be made from time-to-time.

3.

The due date is non-negotiable; in exceptional circumstances students are to adhere
to College protocol for requesting permission for late submission. Penalties for late
submission are set at 5% per College week. The Assignment Style Guide contains
details of the protocols to be followed.

4.

With respect to length, students are permitted to write at a length of 10% either side
of the stated length; for example, a 1000-word assignment should be within a 9001100 word length. Students will be penalized 1% per 100 words, or part thereof, under
or over the stipulated length.

5.

With respect to the List of References, a specific number of references will not be set;
however, students should note the guidelines indicated for the specific assessment
requirement. However, students should note that:
a.
Bibles (including study Bibles), basic dictionaries and devotional guides are not
regarded as academic references.
b.
Electronic sources should generally not number more than half the required
number of references, and should be used with caution.

6.

The failure to adhere to the stipulated assessment format requirements will be
penalized as follows:
a.
Body of assignment:
i.
1st level – 1%
ii.
2nd and subsequent levels – 2%
b.
List of References and referencing:
i.
1st level – 1%
ii.
2nd and subsequent levels – 2%
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Grade Criteria
Graduate Diploma and Master’s students at the foundational graduate degree 500level should note that grades are awarded on the following criteria:
Units at a foundational level introduce graduate students to the introductory features,
broad scope and principles of a discipline or topic. The study of primary sources and
the principles underlying their analysis are introduced, especially in Biblical Studies
and Church History and where relevant in other fields of study. The foundation for the
critical evaluation of ideas is established.
Pass
 Demonstrates an engagement with primary sources
 Has begun to grasp the foundational features of the discipline.
 Is beginning to engage with a range of scholarly viewpoints.
Credit
 Demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources, is beginning to
understand their setting and historical context.
 Evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline.
 Demonstrates emerging skills in the task of critically evaluating a range of
scholarly viewpoints.
Distinction
 Demonstrates pronounced ability tin engaging primary sources and
understands their setting and historical context.
 Evidences a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline.
 Shows an ability to evaluate critically a range of scholarly viewpoints with
empathy.
High Distinction
 Demonstrates pronounced ability in the analysis of primary sources and
understands their setting and historical context.
 Evidences a confident grasp of the foundational features of the discipline.
 Exhibits an ability to evaluate and assess empathetically a range of scholarly
viewpoints that suggests the emergence of independent thinking and research
skills required at early postgraduate level.

PE510-D: Principles of Evangelism

Page 10

ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS
Requirement 1: “God at Work” Essay or Video and Transcript
Following the examples in the Module notes, students identify their main vocation/frontline
(e.g. teacher, carpenter, student), exploring how this work sits within the biblical story, and
what it means to live faithfully at the crossroads of Christ and culture, joining God’s work in
the world.
1. Describe your vocation
2. Imagine your vocation was carried into the New Creation. Imagine that it reflected the
fullness of the Kingdom of God, where all the corrupting influences of sin are removed. (Some
professions will take more imagination than others.) Think about the following dimensions:
a. The nature of the work itself (i.e., the day-to-day tasks workers do in producing
something—entering data, fitting parts on an assembly line, consulting with clients, and
so forth);
b. The context of the work (i.e., the work environment and community among workers);
c. The product of the work (i.e., the central goods and/or services your business yields—
computer chips, financial advice, transportation, education, and so forth); and
d. The income from the work (i.e., profits and pay from goods and services rendered)
3) Now, what is the current state of
affairs? Again, consider each of the same
dimensions: the nature, context,
product, and income of the work.
4) In God’s strength and prayerfully
following His lead, how can I leverage my
power and position to close this Kingdom
Gap? That is, how can I participate in
healing action by restraining sin and
promoting shalom/flourishing? Again,
seek God for particular actions you can
do in each facet of your vocation: nature,
context, product, income.
Students have the option of presenting this exploration as either a referenced essay, or a
well-made 6-7 minute video creatively depicting their frontline (with accompanying
transcript). In both options, students must evidence engagement with worldview thinking
both in general and in particular concerning your vocation.
Learning Outcomes addressed: A2-3; B2-3; C1-2.
Unit Content covered: B5(a-c); C7.
PE510-D: Principles of Evangelism
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The key assessment criteria for this requirement are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Sound grasp of underlying course content.
Coherent, comprehensive and creative communication of a Christian worldview,
framed by the biblical story of creation, fall, and redemption.
Relevant and insightful analysis and application of this worldview to personal
experience, critically reflecting on both belief and practice.
The number and diversity of sources is indicative of appropriate research, dialoguing
with a range of perspectives (essay) OR The transcript demonstrates deep worldview
thinking in touch with appropriate scholarship (video)
Requirements for the writing of assignments have been adhered to (essay)
OR Requirements for creative and effective audio-visual communication were
demonstrated (video)
Length: 1500 words / or 6-7 minute video + transcript
References: At least 6 meaningful references (essay)
Due: September 6, 2017 (Week 8) by electronic submission on Moodle
by no later than 11:55pm
Mark allocation: 30%
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Requirement 2: Book Review and Reflection Activities
Complete a book review of the course text, Living at the Crossroads: An Introduction to
Christian Worldview by Goheen and Bartholomew (2008), and bring it into critical dialogue
with the other set text, You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit by James K. A.
Smith (2016). [To help you get a start, see the review of Smith here and here, and talk here.
The Module 4 pre-reading (Benson, “Book Report on Plantinga”) offers a model review.]
The book review needs to contain the following components
• Clearly identifies the publishing details and a brief identification of the authors and
their qualifications for writing the book (under 100 words)
• Clearly identifies the purpose of the book including the key question or questions that
it is seeking to address (under 100 words)
• Identifies the central thesis and the supporting main points being developed by the
author to achieve the book’s purposes (around 300 words)
• Analyses the book to identify strengths and weaknesses, assessing how well the
author has achieved his intended purposes (around 300 words—this point may be
integrated with the next dot point for 700 words)
• Critically compares and contrasts Smith’s thesis on worldviews with that of Goheen
and Bartholomew in Living at the Crossroads, towards stating one’s own view (around
400 words)
• The impact of the book on your personal understanding of Christian and alternative
worldviews and how it may change your thinking and behaviour (around 300 words)
Learning Outcomes addressed: A1-4; B1-5; C1-3.
Unit Content covered: A1-4; B5-6; C7-8.
The key assessment criteria for this requirement are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Succinctly and accurately summarises key details, purpose, and thesis as developed
across the chapters of the book for review, highlighting key passages in support.
Identifies strengths and weaknesses of the book, offering a fair overall assessment.
Critically compares and contrasts Smith’s thesis on worldviews with that of Goheen
and Bartholomew, offering a personal and synthesised opinion.
Insightfully explores how the central points of these books have shaped his or her
understanding of worldview, changing both one’s thinking and behaviour.
Requirements for the writing of assignments have been adhered to.
Length: 1500 words
References: None required beyond the two set texts
Due: Wednesday October 25, 2017 (Week 13) by electronic submission on Moodle
no later than 11:55pm
**distance students must submit their Reflection Activity Log (below) at this time also**
Mark allocation: 25%
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Reflection Activities
Note that for distance students—equivalent to class participation for on-campus students—
there is also a non-graded but compulsory series of reflection activities (four per week).
Failure to complete these tasks is viewed as failure to complete the unit requirements.
The reflection activities will assist the student to process and apply the information. They are
equivalent to the questioning and discussion that occur in attendance at lectures. Each
reflection activity must be completed with a response of at least 30 words. These will not be
seen by anyone except the student, who is required to submit an honesty report at the end
of the semester. This will indicate that he or she has completed each of the reflection
activities.
Length: 1000+ words
References: None required
th
Due: Wednesday 25 October (only submit report below, wk. 13 with Book Review)
Mark allocation: Non-graded but compulsory (80% completed to pass the course)
Report on Completion of Reflection Activities
I have written at least 30 words in response to the following Reflection Activities.



Activity
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4



Name: _____________________
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 Activity
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4
8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4



 Activity
9.1
9.1
9.3
9.4
10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
11.1
11.2
11.3
11.4
12.1
12.2
12.3
12.4

Signature: __________________



Date: __/__/____
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Requirement 3: Self-Study Project
Select one area of particular interest to you from the following: (i) history (ii) science (iii) the
study of human culture (iv) literature and the arts (v) education (vi) apologetics (vii) cross
cultural ministry (viii) economics (ix) politics (x) law (xi) health (xii) recreation (xiii)
technology (xiv) media and/or communication (xv) creation-care
(Other topics may be chosen subject to approval by the lecturer.)
Part A
Choose a Christian work (e.g. art piece, ministry, organisation, seminar) as a case study for
theological reflection. First, briefly describe the work and rationale offered by the author
(300 words). Second, with clear reference to Scripture and other academic sources, reflect
upon the selected work as you develop a theoretical framework to assist you and others in
approaching (i.e., explaining/describing, understanding/evaluating, and
transforming/redeeming) your area of interest from a Christian perspective (1200 words).
Third, suggest practical modifications to the Christian work so that it may more fully express
your theoretical framework (300 words). Part A in total is 1800 words.
Part B
Identify a secular piece of work relevant to your area of interest (e.g., a book, newspaper,
movie, television show, music, visual art etc.) where the worldview significantly diverges
from a Christian worldview. Provide a detailed analysis of the work from a worldview
perspective in which you intentionally critique the work from a Christian worldview
perspective (1200 words).
This format may help you structure your critique:
• Provide a short statement of the background to the work (what is it, who created it,
what purpose does it serve, who is the target consumer)
• What is the worldview that informs the work?
• Compare this work with a related Christian work, noting how the similarities flow from
foundational worldview similarities.
• Contrast this work with a related Christian work (the same work as used above),
noting how the differences flow from foundational worldview differences.
• How might a Christian modify this work, in promoting shalom and restraining sin?
Learning Outcomes addressed: A1-4; B1-5; C1-3.
Unit Content covered: A1-4; B5-6; C7-8.
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The key assessment criteria for this requirement are as follows:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Develops a theoretical framework by which you effectively analysed and modified the
Christian work in your area of interest, using Scripture in a logical and theologically
responsible way.
Insightfully analyses a related piece of work emerging from a different worldview.
Critically reflects upon this piece from a Christian worldview, discerning creational
design (similarities/compare) and cultural idolatry (differences/contrast) in relation to
the comparable Christian work.
Practical application of a Christian worldview to approach this work, and modify this
work in redemptive/healing action in line with your theoretical framework
The number and diversity of sources is indicative of appropriate research, dialoguing
with a range of perspectives.
Requirements for the writing of assignments have been adhered to.
Length: 3000 words
References: At least 8 meaningful references
Due: November 8, 2017 (after Week 13) by electronic submission on Moodle
no later than 11:55pm
Mark allocation: 45%
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UNIT CONTRIBUTION TO GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES
Developing Christians of Influence
“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart,
who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.”
(Jeremiah 3:15)
1.

2.

3.

4.

Graduate Attribute 1: Personal Formation –
‘Shepherds with God’s heart’
a.

Is secure in God, living in the truth and freedom of the gospel

b.

Pursues intimacy with God and Christ-likeness, particularly through
spiritual disciplines
Intentionally plans for growth, being aware of personal strengths and
weaknesses
Grows spiritual, personal and relational health, especially through
accountability
Is committed to influencing and serving others in the church and the
world

c.
d.
e.







Graduate Attribute 2: Theological Formation –
‘Knowledge and understanding of God’s heart’
a.

Understands the ‘big story’ of the Bible and the gospel

b.

Is personally able to interpret and apply the Bible

c.

Is formulating a biblical, historical and contemporary theology



d.

Reflects biblically and theologically on life and practice



d.

Is committed to communicating and demonstrating the gospel






Graduate Attribute 3: Ministry Formation –
‘Knowledgeable and wise shepherds’
a.

Has a godly influence on others

b.

Possesses the knowledge and skills needed for chosen ministry path



c.



d.

Ministers and communicates the gospel with clarity in a range of
contexts
Works well in a team and intentionally does so

e.

Is committed to servant leadership and the mentoring of others

1. A major thrust of this unit
3. A possible function of this unit, but not targeted






2. A contribution that this unit should make
4. An unlikely product of this unit

Note: Graduates who have not completed the curricular and non-curricular ministry
aspects of Malyon’s courses will tend to be most developed in Graduate Attribute 2.
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RECOMMENDED READINGS
The list below provides the learner with references that relate to the unit material and topics
under consideration.
KEY TEXTS
Eckman, J. P., The Truth About Worldviews: A Biblical Understanding of Worldview
Alternatives (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004).
Goheen M. and C.G. Bartholomew, Living at the Crossroads: An Introduction to Christian
Worldview (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008).
Sire, J., Naming the Elephant: Worldview as a Concept (Downers Grove: IVP, 2004).
Sire, J., The Universe Next Door: a Basic Worldview Catalog (Downers Grove: IVP, 4th ed
2004).
Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation
(Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2009).
Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit (Grand Rapids, MI:
Brazos Press, 2016).
Vanhoozer, K.J., Everyday Theology: How to Read Cultural Texts and Interpret Trends (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007).
Recommended - General
Dockery, D., Shaping a Christian Worldview (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002).
Heslam, P., Creating a Christian Worldview: Abraham Kuyper’s Lectures on Calvinism (Grand
Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans, 1998)
Hiebert, P. G., Transforming Worldviews: an Anthropological Understanding of How People
Change (Baker Academic, 2008).
Holmes, A.F., Contours of a World View (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; 1983)
Matthewes, C. T., A Theology of Public Life (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007).
Meade, D.R., “Unlocking Worldview as the Means of Empowering Evangelistic” Evangelical
Missions Quarterly, 43/ 4 Oct 2007, 476-482
Moreland, J.P., Kingdom Triangle: Recover the Christian Mind, Renovate the Soul, Restore
the Spirit’s Power (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007).
Naugle, D. K., Worldview: The History of a Concept (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002).
Padgett, A. G., “The Relationship between Theology and Philosophy: Constructing a
Christian Worldview” pp25-44 in J. Beilby (ed). For Faith and Clarity (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2006)
Palmer, M. D., (ed), Elements of a Christian Worldview (Springfield: Logion, 1998)
Plantinga, Cornelius, Not the Way It's Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin (Grand Rapids, Mich:
Eerdmans, 1995).
Reynolds, J. M., When Athens met Jerusalem : an introduction to classical and Christian
thought (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2009).
Stackhouse, J. G. Jr. Making the Best of It: Following Christ in the Real World (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2008).
Tarnas, R., The Passion of the Western Mind (Pimlico,1996)
Wolters, A.M., Creation Regained (Downers Grove IVP, 2nd ed. 2005)
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Topics
Baker D. L. Tight Fists or Open Hands?: Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law (Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2009).
Banks R. and B. M. Ledbetter, Reviewing Leadership a Christian Evaluation of Current
Approaches (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004).
Beckwith, Francis, Politics for Christians: Statecraft as Soulcraft, Christian Worldview
Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill:
IVP Academic, 2010).
Begbie, J. S., Resounding Truth: Christian Wisdom in the World of Music (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2007).
Bouma-Prediger, S., For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic 2001).
Budziszewski, J. Evangelicals in the Public Square: Four Formative Voices on Political Thought
and Action (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006).
Cavanaugh, W.T., Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2008).
Claar, V. V. and R. Klay, Economics in Christian Perspective: Theory, Policy, and Life Choices
(Downer Grove: IVP, 2007).
Coe, John H, and Todd W. Hall, Psychology in the Spirit: Contours of a Transformational
Psychology, Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis
J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2010).
Deane-Drummond, C. E., Biology and Theology (London: SCM, 2001).
Deane-Drummond, C. E., Genetic Engineering for a New Earth (Cambridge: Grove, 1999).
Deane-Drummond, C. E., Theology and Biotechnology: Implications for a New Science
(London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1997)
Detweiler, C., A Matrix of Meanings, Finding God in Pop Culture (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic 2003).
DeWeese, Garrett J. Doing Philosophy as a Christian, Christian Worldview Integration Series,
edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic,
2011).
Dyrness, W.A., Visual Faith: Art, Theology, and Worship in Dialogue (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2001).
Grant, J.A. and D. A. Hughes (ed), Transforming the World? The Gospel and Social
Responsibility (Nottingham:Apollos, 2009).
Gushee, D.P. , The Future of Faith in American Politics: The Public Witness of the Evangelical
Center (Waco: Baylor University Press, 2008).
Halteman, J., The Clashing Worlds of Economics and Faith (Scottdale: Herald, 1995).
Hasker, W., The Triumph of God Over Evil: Theodicy for a World of Suffering (Downers
Grove: IVP Academic, 2008).
Hicks, D.A. and M.R. Valeri (ed), Global neighbors : Christian faith and moral obligation in
today's economy (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008).
Horsley, R.A., Covenant Economics : A Biblical Vision of Justice For All (Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2009).
Jeffrey, David L, and Gregory Maillet. Christianity and Literature: Philosophical Foundations
and Critical Practice, Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and
Francis J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2011).
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Johnson, T. E. & Savidge D., Performing the Sacred, Theology and Theatre in Dialogue (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009).
Johnston, R. K., Reel Spirituality: Theology and Film in Dialogue, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic,2006).
Marshall, E.O., Christians in the Public Square : Faith that Transforms Politics (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 2008).
McConnell, M. W. et al, Christian Perspectives on Legal Thought (New Haven: Yale
University, 2001).
McGrath, A. E., The Foundations of Dialogue in Science and Religion (London: Blackwell,
1996).
McIlroy, D., A Biblical View of Law and Justice (Waynesboro: Paternoster, 2004).
Perks, S., Christian Philosophy of Education Explained (Moscow: Canon, 1992).
Muehlhoff, Tim, and Todd V. Lewis, Authentic Communication: Christian Speech Engaging
Culture, Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis J.
Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2010).
Plantinga, A. Warranted Christian Belief (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).
Postman, N., The end of education : redefining the value of school (New York: Vintage Books,
1995).
Postman, N. Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology (New York: Vintage Books,
1993).
Spears, Paul D, and Steven R. Loomis, Education for Human Flourishing: A Christian
Perspective, Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis
J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2009).
Stahl, W. A., God and the Chip: Religion and the Culture of Technology (Ontario: Wilfrid
Laurier University, 1999)
Staub, D., The Culturally Savvy Christian: A Manifesto for Deepening Faith and Enriching
Popular Culture in an Age of Christianity-lite (San Francisco; John Wiley & Sons, 2007).
Van Til, K.A., Less than Two Dollars a Day: A Christian View of World Poverty and the Free
Market (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2007).
Veith, G., State of the Arts: From Bezalel to Mapplethorpe (Wheaton: Crossway, 1991).
Vroom, H. M., A Spectrum of Worldviews: An Introduction to Philosophy of Religion in a
Pluralistic World, M. Greidanus & A. Greidanus (trans) (Amsterdam and New York: Rodopi,
2006).
Warren, M., Seeing Through the Media: A Religious View of Communications and the Media
(Harrisburg, PA: TPI, 1997).
Wells, R. (ed), History and The Christian Historian (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998).
Winston, D.H. (ed), Small Screen, Big Picture: Television and Lived Religion (Waco: Baylor
University Press, 2009).
Wong, Kenman L, and Scott B. Rae. Business for the Common Good: A Christian Vision for the
Marketplace, Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis
J. Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2009).
Also, see the Christian Worldview Integration Series, edited by J. P. Moreland and Francis J.
Beckwith (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2009-2012): http://www.ivpress.com/cgiivpress/book.pl/code=2820.
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Classics
Bratt, J.D., Abraham Kuyper: A Centennial Reader (Eerdmans/Paternoster, 1998).
Dooyeweerd, H. A New Critique of Theoretical Thought 2 Vol. David H. Freeman, William S.
Young and H.de Jongste (trans) (Ontario: Paideia, 2nd English ed. 1984).
Hasker ,W., Metaphysics: Constructing a Worldview (Downers Grove: IVP, 1983).
Hoffecker W. A. & Smith G. S.(eds), Building a Christian Worldview 2 Vols (Phillipsburg: P&R,
1986, 1988).
Hoffecker, W.A., Revolutions in Worldview: Understanding the Flow of Western Thought
(Phillipsburg: R&R Publishers, 2007).
Jordan, J., Through New Eyes: Developing a Biblical View of the World (Brentwood:
Wolgemuth &Hyatt, 1988).
Kuyper, A., Lectures on Calvinism (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1931).
Moreland, J.P. and W. L. Craig, Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview
(Downers Grove: IVP, 2003).
Orr, J., The Christian View of God and the World: as Centring in the Incarnation (Edinburgh:
AndrewElliott, 1892).
Ruegsegger, R.W., (ed) Reflections on Francis Schaeffer (Grand Rapids: Academic, 1986).
Schaeffer, F. The Complete Works of Francis Schaeffer 5vols (Westchester: Crossway, 1982).
Walsh, B.J., and R.J. Middleton, The Transforming Vision (Downers Grove: IVP, 1984).
Journals
There are a wide range of journals that touch on worldview generally and many of the topics
at the heart of this course. I would encourage you to search them out especially as you turn
to the Self Study Project. Some more relevant journals in the Malyon Library may include
(but don’t be limited to these):
Alive (formerly On Being)*
Cultural Encounters (worldview application)
Evangelical Review of Society and Politics
Interface*
Science and Christian Belief
The Briefing*

CASE*
Christianity Today
Evangelical Review of Theology
International Journal of Public Theology
St. Marks Review*
Zadok Perspectives*

*Australian-based journals
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ACT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Key Policies
Students should take note of the following ACT policies:
1.
2.
3.

Unit Moderation Policy.
Academic Misconduct Policy.
Academic Appeals Policy.

Accessing Documents
These and other policy documents are publicly available in the following handbooks, through
links on ACT’s home page (www.actheology.edu.au):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Undergraduate Handbook.
Postgraduate Handbook.
Student Policy Handbook.
International Student Handbook.
Distance Education Handbook.

These should be read in conjunction with the ‘Recent Updates’ link found on the ACT website.
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