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Finishing Well: A Legacy
That Outlasts the Fire

Love is born
With a dark and troubled face
When hope is dead
And in the most unlikely place
Love is born:
Love is always born.

Course Consolidation and Evaluation
Shared Insight from across the
course and Life Dedication

Love is born
With a dark and troubled face
When hope is dead
And in the most unlikely place
Love is born:
Love is always born.

Leave Boldly
A Legacy that Outlasts the Fire
(1 Corinthians 3:9-15)

1

Read Together: 1 Corinthians 3:9-15

North Korean Testimony (2010) Lausanne Cape Town here

Share how you’ve seen family and friends
either finish well, or finish badly in their
faith. What made the difference?
Based on this experience,
and biblical wisdom, what two things
must change for you to finish well?
(Cf. p9, Gordon Macdonald on “safe
places, still times, and special friends.”)

Schindler’s List (1993) clip here

Debrief and Re-Direct (p8f)
Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-15. Imagine your community
and culture investments were to go up in flames
today as part of the final judgment.
What wouldn’t pass through?
What would pass through? Why?
What one change in your everyday life feels like a
faithful response to the risen Christ today?

Finishing Well (p9)
How do you rate on the ‘weary meter’? ___/10

Record your #1 safe place _____________,
still time_____________,
and special friend_____________. …
What are three changes you feel Christ calling you
to make, to help you “finish well” and align your
beliefs and behaviours toward more truthful
action that leaves an eternal legacy?
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Closing Prayer (p9)
Holy Father, In the frenzy of our modern lives at home,
in the market place, and in the church,
keep before us your invitation to intimacy.
Help us to locate those safe places, where in still times
you will speak into our spirits from your Word, by your Spirit,
through our special friends.
May we learn as a result how to live in pursuit of your wishes.
For all who are weary, empty of spirit, directionless or numb,
I pray for the renewal of spiritual passion.

The reason? To be a pleasure to you and a light to the world. AMEN.

Looking to Outlast the Fire (1 Cor. 3:9-15)

Looking to Outlast the Fire (1 Cor. 3:9-15)
“Their work will be shown for what it
is, because the Day will bring it to
light. It will be revealed with fire,
and the fire will test the quality of
each person’s work.” (v13)
“Each person is destined to die once and after
that comes judgment.” — Hebrews 9:27

A building + renovations + fiery testing + final reward

You can leave boldly
when your legacy will last.
“As the time approached for him
to be taken up to heaven,
Jesus resolutely set out
for Jerusalem.” — Luke 9:51

Investing in Eternity: Two Things that Live On
After You Die
“For we are God’s co-workers; you are
God’s field, God’s building.” (v9)

3

#1: COMMUNITY

#1: COMMUNITY

“As you come to Christ, the living Stone …
you also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house.”
—1 Peter 2:4-5

The best bricks are baked slowly.
“The Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us
more and more like him as we are
changed into his glorious image.”
—2 Corinthians 3:18

Jesus’ premium was on people.
Facing His baptism of fire, He left
boldly knowing His legacy was eternal.

#1: COMMUNITY

GROW in the IMAGE of Christ

GROW in the IMAGE of Christ

#1: COMMUNITY

GROW in the IMAGE of Christ

“Even though Jesus was

Antoine Rutayisire,
Rwanda

God’s Son, He learned
obedience from the
things He suffered.”
—Hebrews 5:8

Only living stones will outlast the fire.

#1: COMMUNITY

EMBRACE with the LOVE of Christ

#1: COMMUNITY

EMBRACE with the LOVE of Christ

“A new commandment I give you—
that you love one another, as
I have loved you.” —John 13:34-35
“… a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation,
tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and in
front of the Lamb.”
—Revelation 7:9-10
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#1: COMMUNITY

EXTEND for the MISSION of Christ

#1: COMMUNITY

“I came to seek and save
that which was lost”—Jesus
“God's Spirit is on me; He's chosen me
to preach the Message of good news
to the poor, Sent me to announce
pardon to prisoners and recovery
of sight to the blind, To set the
burdened and battered free,
To announce,
‘This is God's year to act!”
—Jesus in Luke 4:18-19 (Message)

#1: COMMUNITY

EXTEND for the MISSION of Christ

EXTEND for the MISSION of Christ

Mandela Park
Community
Church

#1: COMMUNITY

EXTEND for the MISSION of Christ
Everything changes value
when you face the fire.

Sung Kyung Ju
(North Korea)

How can you leverage all you
have for an eternal legacy?

Community outlasts the fire.

#2 CULTURE

#2 CULTURE

“ … their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day
will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the
fire will test the quality of each person’s work.”
—1 Corinthians 3:13
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#2 CULTURE

#2 CULTURE
“The whole earth is the Lord’s,
and everything in it.”
—Psalm 24:1
“We are God’s masterpiece,
created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to
do.” —Ephesians 2:10

Culture Keeping + Culture Making
= Building for the Kingdom
Resurrection Hope: “Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the
Lord, because you know that your
labour in the Lord is not in vain.”
—1 Corinthians 15:58

The Big IF … Foundations & Fires

#2 CULTURE

“Each one should build with care. For no one
can lay any foundation other than … Jesus
Christ. If anyone builds on this
foundation … their work will be shown for
what it is …. It will be revealed with fire.”
—1 Corinthians 3:10-13

“Clarry”

The Big IF … Foundations & Fires
Your investment in Community and Culture
will outlast the fire
if it’s built on the
foundation of Jesus Christ …
Prayerfully … in the Spirit’s Power … for God’s Glory

The Big IF … Foundations & Fires
Will you be there to enjoy it?
Are you built on the foundation of Jesus Christ?

“Our God is a consuming fire …” —Hebrews 12:29
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Abide in me.”
—Jesus, in John 15:5-6
Could you leave boldly, knowing you had one
month to live?
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“Father God,
You designed this world for good.
Everything is a gift from you.
But I’ve turned inward and made life about me.
I’ve fallen short of your loving plans.
I’ve invested so much into what won’t last.
Forgive me.
Thank you Jesus for modeling a life lived for God.
Thank you for paying for my sins,
and restoring me by the cross.
Take all that I am, and all I have,
and use it for your glory.
Fill me with your Spirit.
Build through me community and culture that lasts for ever.
And when my time is up, by your grace, I will leave boldly.
I will pass through the fire,
and into the fullness of your New Creation.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Finishing Well (p9)
How do you rate on the ‘weary meter’? ___/10
Record your #1 safe place _____________, still
time_____________, and special
friend_____________. …
What are three changes you feel Christ calling you
to make, to help you “finish well” and align your
beliefs and behaviours toward more truthful
action that leaves an eternal legacy?

Debrief and Re-Direct (p8f)
Based on 1 Corinthians 3:9-15, imagine your
community and culture investments were to go up
in flames today as part of the final judgment.
What wouldn’t pass through?
What would pass through? Why?

What one change in your everyday life feels like a
faithful response to the risen Christ today?

Closing Prayer (p9)
Holy Father, In the frenzy of our modern lives at home,
in the market place, and in the church,
keep before us your invitation to intimacy.
Help us to locate those safe places, where in still times
you will speak into our spirits from your Word, by your Spirit,
through our special friends.
May we learn as a result how to live in pursuit of your wishes.
For all who are weary, empty of spirit, directionless or numb,
I pray for the renewal of spiritual passion.
The reason? To be a pleasure to you and a light to the world. AMEN.

 Review the lecture schedule and
journal tasks  discuss qns p11
*most interesting
*ways to tweak/improve course
*most challenging
*qns on theological reflection
*new practices to desire God’s kingdom
*What’s one thing you’ll change or do in
response to this course?
**COURSE REVIEW on Moodle Mod 13**
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Based upon your final research assignment, each share
for 3 minutes …

1. What’s your topic/issue, and why this topic?
2. What’s going on and why? (Normative, Situational
and Existential Perspective)
3. What should be going on (Scripture + Tradition)?

4. What practical wisdom (phronēsis) have you gained?
That is, how will you respond as you seek to change your
everyday life in pursuit of truthful action?

Spend a minute in silence, waiting prayerfully on Christ to
lead you through His Spirit.
Jot *three* changes that you will make in your everyday life,
to help you “finish well” and align your beliefs and
behaviours toward more truthful action.
(It may help to structure these three changes under the
headings, love God, love others, cultivate God’s world.)
Design an everyday practice to remind you of these changes.

Pray for each other, and re-dedicate
your life to the glory of God.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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