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Living in God’s Story

Weekly Praxis

Reflecting God in the Everyday:
The Practice of Community

Dear God,
We pray for another way of being:
another way of knowing.
Across the difficult terrain of our existence
we have attempted to build a highway
and in so doing have lost our footpath.
God lead us to our footpath:
Lead us there where in simplicity
we may move at the speed of natural creatures
and feel the earth's love beneath our feet. …

’
Lead us there where step-by-step we may feel
the movement of creation in our hearts.
And lead us there where side-by-side
we may feel the embrace of the common soul.
Nothing can be loved at speed.
God lead us to the slow path;
to the joyous insights of the pilgrim;
another way of knowing:
another way of being.
Amen.
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’
FATHER
Normative
Scripture + Tradition

SON
Situational/Empirical
Reason on World

HOLY SPIRIT
Existential/Strategic
Experience

Think of a time when God really
spoke to you through the Scriptures,
offering practical wisdom that
shaped how you acted.
 How did you access the
Scriptures? i.e., what was your
approach to applying the Scriptures
to your everyday life?
Share the story with another,
and brainstorm all the ways the Bible
has been a source reflecting upon
and acting in everyday life

“The Bible is God’s unique revelation
to people. It is the inspired, infallible
Word of God, and the supreme and
final authority on all matters upon
which it teaches. No other writings
are vested with such divine authority”

“The Bible is …”
 Owner’s Manual
 To-Do-List
 Timeless Tale
 Rule Book
 Love Letter
 Not that Simple

‘Odyssey Centred’?
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Stephen’s Speech and Martyrdom
(Acts 6-7)

THE BIBLE …

What is it?
Why trust it?
How to live it?

Story, the Trajectory
Scripture

Event (God Acts) 
Inspiration (God Speaks) 
Translation & Transmission
(God Preserves) 
Illumination (God Reveals)

THE BIBLE …

What is it?

Conservative, Simplistic Slogans
Radical, Spirit + Community

“Moses was with our ancestors, the assembly of
God’s people in the wilderness, when the angel
spoke to him at Mount Sinai. And there Moses
received living oracles to pass on to us. ”
-Acts 7:38

THE BIBLE …

Why trust it?

For the word of God is alive and active . Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
-Hebrews 4:12
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GENRE:

TRUTH VALUE vs.
TRUTH CLAIM:
Is it true in terms
of its intended
purpose?

Archibald Portrait
vs. Photorealism

“If Christ has not been
raised, then your faith is
useless and you are still
guilty of your sins. In that
case, all who have died
believing in Christ are lost!
And if our hope in Christ is
only for this life, we are
more to be pitied than
anyone in the world.”
-1 Corinthians 15:17-19

Manuscript evidence | Archaeology | Prophecy

Text

Date Written

Earliest
Copy

Time span

# of
Copies

Accur
-acy

Iliad

~850 BC

~AD 1200

2000 yrs

643

95%

Plato

~380 BC

~AD 900

1350 yrs

7

??

Aristotle

~350 BC

~AD 1100

1450 yrs

49

Matthew: < 30 years
Mark:

< 20 years

??

Luke:

< 30 years

Caesar

~ 60 BC

~AD 900

950 yrs

10

??

John:

< 40 years

Tacitus

~AD 100

~AD 1100

1000 yrs

20

??

Paul:

5-30 years

NT

~AD 60

Ca AD 130

< 100 yrs

> 24,000*

99.95%

OT

1500-400 BC

> 11,000*

95%

Ca 100 BC 300-1400 yrs**

Too early for legend
Too corroborated for fiction

*# includes early translations. NT = 5600 Greek MSS
**Earliest MSS from Qumram caves. Most are Masoretic (~1000AD)
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270 fulfilled in Jesus
Bethlehem
(2009)

Pool of Siloam
(2004)
Nazareth (2009)
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The Bible …
What is it?
Why trust it?
How to live it?

1 Creation
(Garden)
Designed
for Good

6 New Creation
4 Jesus

(Mountain)
Restored
for Better

3 Israel
2 Fall

(Tower)

Damaged
by Evil

(Tent)

Chosen
to Bless

(City)

God Sets
Everything Right

5 Church
(House)

Sent Together
to Heal
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 Choose a topic from Banks and
Stephens “Complete Book of Everyday
Christianity” pdf (book @ 248.03 BAN)

 Choose a spiritual discipline or
everyday practice to share

#1. What’s going on?
#2. Why is this going on?
#3. Two reflective questions
#4. What ought to be going on? +
How might we respond?
#5. Pray
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Explain/Demo the Practice
#2. Tips for Trying It Out
#3. Group Exercise
#4. Cultivating Fruit of the Spirit
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings
#2. Debrief:
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task
#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on
Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline
#5. Case Study using a Model of
Theological Reflection (pp12-13)
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In threes, consider Identity: Who am I?
What does it mean to be human?
Designed for Good | Damaged by Evil
Chosen to Bless | Restored for Better

God Sets Everything Right
… Across the biblical story, how is identity formed, deformed,
illumined, reformed, restored and transformed?
Now, what do these normative perspectives add?

Systematic | Biblical | Historical

 What role can or should
tradition (“giving our
ancestors a vote”) play in our
theological reflection? Give
an example for you
 How do you access tradition,
and apply it to your everyday
life?
Check out http://www.ccel.org
and IVP’s Ancient Christian
Commentary

‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism’

be good-feel happy-distant god
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In the beginning God [‘el-o-heem'] created the
heavens and the earth. Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit [roo’-akh] of
God was hovering over the waters. God said,
“Let there be light,” and there was light.
(Genesis 1:1-3)
•“We is Creating”
•Proverbs 8:22-31: Wisdom/Word as the agent
of creation
•Beginning (LXX Gk., ‘ar-khay) in Colossians 1:18

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in
our image, in our likeness, so that they may
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals
and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.” So God created human beings in his
own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.”
(Genesis 1:26-27)
•“Image” (‘tseh’-lem’) = resemblance/reflection

•A single image requiring male/female union
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•Fixed on our own reflection, we played God
and lost relationship with our loving Creator …
“humanity has become like Us” (Genesis 3:22)
•Through the chosen seed we will be restored
into the garden of God’s presence

The LORD [YHWH] appeared to Abraham near
the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at
the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.
Abraham looked up and saw three men
standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried
from the entrance of his tent to meet them and
bowed low to the ground. (Genesis 18:1-2)
•YHWH (“I am who I am” or “I will be what I will be”) …
a covenant/marriage name for God
•Abraham bows before/worships the collective

•Freed from Egypt through ‘baptism’, wind & fire

Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God,
the LORD is one! (Deuteronomy 6:4)

•Promise of King (Isaiah 9:6-7): “Mighty God”

When all the people were being baptized,
Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love;
with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22)

•Promise of Spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-27): “My Spirit”

•Echoes of creation & the hope of Israel

•The same Spirit ordering creation & liberating
Israel will baptise their hearts (Joel 2:28-32)

•Divine King, Son of Man, Son of God …
inviting prayer to “Our Father”

“Are you greater than our father Abraham? … Who
do you think you are?” … Jesus replied, “…Your
father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing
my day; he saw it and was glad.” “You are not yet
fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen
Abraham!” “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered,
“before Abraham was born, I Am!” (John 8:56-59)

“May all of them be one, Father, just as you are in
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. …
that they may be one as we are one—I in them
and you in me—so that they may be brought to
complete unity. Then the world will know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me. (John 17:21-23)

•Shema uses ‘ekh-awd’ for one = united, a
composite unity identical to “one flesh” in
marriage of man and woman

•Jesus is YHWH … Seen me, seen the Father …
now see the Spirit

•What kind of God is this?

The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you
of everything I have said. (John 14:16)

“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” With that he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
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“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
•Baptise in one name yet three persons

•‘Trinity’ protects the mystery … one YHWH,
three persons, loving unity of equals in diversity
•Jesus is the Logos, behind Creation and New
Creation, forming the community of God

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit …. (Acts 2:1-4)

•Echoes of Israel, wind and fire in the wilderness

“For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as to
form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”
(1 Corinthians 12:13)

•“Same Spirit … same Lord … same God” (vv 4-6)
… We swim in God for the sake of the world

“Through Christ Jesus we all have access to the
Father by one Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:18)
“… you may participate in the divine nature”
(2 Peter 1:4)

•“Holy, Holy, Holy” to YHWH, for the Father
resurrects the cosmos through the Son in the
power of the Spirit
•Who is this God?
YHWH is one and three, a unity in diversity

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
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Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

How can Father, Son and Spirit be
together as one,
and yet distinctively three?

• Modalism, Tri-Theism, and Impersonal Eggs
For YHWH your God is living among you.
He is a mighty Saviour.
He will take delight in you
with gladness.
With his love,
he will calm all your fears.
He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.
(Zephaniah 3:17)

Father we adore you.
Lay our lives before you.
How we love you.

Jesus we adore you.
Lay our lives before you.
How we love you.

Spirit we adore you.
Lay our lives before you.
How we love you.
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Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1. Check out Journal work &
forums, + start keeping tabs on time

2. Pre-Reading
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare A-Z
theology of everyday life

4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare
spiritual discipline/practice to share
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