’

Transformative Theological
Reflection
Weekly Praxis

Dear God,
We rejoice and give thanks for earthworms,
bees, ladybirds and broody hens;
for humans tending their gardens, talking to
animals,
cleaning their homes and singing to themselves;
for rising of the sap, the fragrance of growth,
the invention of the wheelbarrow
and the existence of the teapot,
we give thanks. We celebrate and give thanks.
Amen.

Ruth’s Story:
Love Always Lifts You Up

’
FATHER
Normative
Scripture + Tradition

A Heated Exchange …

Agree/Disagree with the lady’s
“encyclopedic assumption”?
What’s one thing you’ve learned
from a non-Christian/extra-Biblical
source?

HOLY SPIRIT
SON
Situational/Empirical Existential/Strategic
Experience
Reason on World

Does the Bible suggest extraBiblical wisdom?
How do we keep from deception?
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Judging Truth
Truth:

Consistency + Completeness
+ Correspondence + Liveability

Livable
Corresponds

Complete
Consistent

Truth:
Consistency + Completeness
+ Correspondence + Liveability

Compare, Contrast & Create Sir Ken
Robinson’s view of education, creativity
and community, with your theology.

Integration:
Compare (affirm)
 Contrast (refuse/challenge)

 Create (move beyond/synergy)
What might this vision look like in
theological education at Malyon?

Compare, Contrast & Create Zygmunt Bauman’s
clip and the Time Magazine “Game of
Happiness” Chart with Biblical Insights (e.g. Mt
5-7) on happiness and joy—the “blessed life”

Should experience inform
theology? Why/not?

Do we see Scriptural examples of
experience informing theology?
How can we judge our
interpretations of an experience, or
our present actions?

 Share a story of a powerful
experience that re-shaped your
understanding of God and Scripture

2

Watch this Dove clip.

Brainstorm all the ways you could
access the same existential perspective by
“turning-life-into-text”

Unpack “rich experience” using VOTER
(Visional, Obligational, Tendency-Needs,
Environmental-Social, Rule-Role). That is,

“Action is (1) made up of concrete
practices (rules, roles, communication
patterns); (2) motivated by needs and
tendencies; (3) limited and channeled by
social-systemic and ecological constraints;
(4) further ordered by principles of
obligation; and (5) given meaning by
visions, narratives, and metaphors.”
(Don Browning)
Apply this frame to give a “thick
description” of a practice of yours
(e.g. workaholism)

 Choose a topic from Banks and
Stephens “Complete Book of Everyday
Christianity” pdf (book @ 248.03 BAN)

 Choose a spiritual discipline or
everyday practice to share

#1. What’s going on?
#2. Why is this going on?
#3. Two reflective questions
#4. What ought to be going on? +
How might we respond?
#5. Pray
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Explain/Demo the Practice
#2. Tips for Trying It Out
#3. Group Exercise
#4. Cultivating Fruit of the Spirit
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings
#2. Debrief:
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task
#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on
Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline
#5. Case Study using a Model of
Theological Reflection (pp19-20)
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Philia Love

Philia Love

“Friendship is both a possible benefactor and a
possible danger to the community.” (C.S. Lewis)

Companionship
⇨ Common Interest
⇨ Common Identity

Philia Love

Identity versus ‘Other’ …
Difference becomes Division

Philia Love

Embrace or Exclude?
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Ruth 1 For Them …
A proud people with a despised neighbour (vv 1-2)

Ruth 1 For Them …
An ironic death of identity (vv 3-5)

Abraham ⇨ Egypt ⇨ Exodus ⇨ Promised_Land ⇨ Anarchy
“No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may
enter the assembly of the LORD, not even in the tenth
generation. For they did not come to meet you with bread
and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, and
they hired Balaam son of Beor … to pronounce a curse on
you. … Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them as long
as you live.” (Deuteronomy 23:3-6)

Ruth 1 For Them …
An attempted exclusion (vv 6-13)

“Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back,
each of you, to your mother's home. May the LORD show
you kindness, as you have shown kindness [chêsêd] to your
dead and to me. May the LORD grant that each of you will
find rest in the home of another husband.’ … At this they
wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law
good-bye.” (Ruth 1:8-9, 14)

Ruth 1 For Them …
A mixed reception (vv 19b-22)

“Now Elimelek, Naomi's husband, died, and she was left
with her two sons. They married Moabite women, one
named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there
about ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and
Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.”
(Ruth 1:3-5)

Ruth 1 For Them …
A persistent embrace and a shared identity (vv 14-19a)

“ … but Ruth clung to Naomi. … ‘Don't urge me to leave
you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there
I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so
severely, if anything but death separates you and me.’”
(Ruth 1:14, 16-17)

Ruth 1 Through Christ …
Jesus, the true and better Ruth

“So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem.
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was
stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed,
‘Can this be Naomi?’

‘Don't call me Naomi,’ she told them. ‘Call me Mara,
because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.’ …
So Naomi and Ruth returned from Moab, arriving in
Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.”
(Ruth 1:14, 16-17)
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Ruth 1 Through Christ …

How deep the Father’s love for us,

Ruth 1 Through Christ …

Behold the man upon a cross,

How vast beyond all measure,

My sin upon His shoulders.

That He should give His only Son

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice

To make a wretch His treasure.

Call out among the scoffers.

How great the pain of searing loss,

It was my sin that held Him there,

The Father turns His face away,

Until it was accomplished.

As wounds which mar the chosen One,

His dying breath has brought me life,

Bring many sons to glory. …

I know that it is finished. …

Ruth 1 Through Christ …

I will not boast in anything,

No gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,

Ruth 1 Through Christ …

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.” Jesus (John 15:13)

“God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Paul (Romans 5:8)

His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward,
I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Ruth 1 Through Christ …

“Jesus’ purpose was to create in Himself one new
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the
cross, by which He put to death their hostility.”
Paul (Ephesians 2:14-16)

Ruth 1 To Us …
To ‘Naomi’
Die to your old identity and come home. Jesus is the
bread, who satisfies your hunger for grace
“I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Jesus (John 6:35)
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Ruth 1 To Us …
To ‘Townsfolk’
How will we receive the backsliders and outsiders
desperate for a community of grace? Drop the judgment
and re-centre identity in Christ’s sacrificial love

Love Dare …

Coffee Challenge
Welcome the Insider

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body,
I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Bushdance
Embrace the Outsider

A Radical Embrace …

“The cross is the test of everything that deserves to be
called Christian.” (Theologian Jürgen Moltmann)
“Am I not destroying my enemies
when I make friends of them?”
(US President Abraham Lincoln, 1809-1865)

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

1. Check out Journal work &
forums, + start keeping tabs on time

2. Pre-Reading
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare A-Z
theology of everyday life

4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare
spiritual discipline/practice to share

7

