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Subverting the Empire: God’s
Community in Our Cultural Context
Weekly Praxis

There are only two feelings.
Love and fear.
There are only two languages.
Love and fear.
There are only two activities.
Love and fear.
There are only two motives,
two procedures, two frameworks,
two results.
Love and fear.
Love and fear.

Seeing God in Popular Culture

Looking over the 4 page “Faith and Belief in
Australia” infographic from McCrindle, and the
related Australian Bureau of Statistics 2017
Census data, comment on the following:

Biggest cultural change & why?
A word & image to characterise church–culture
relationship at present. In one sentence, describe
the place of religion in Australia today.
Major implication of data for being the church
today, both gathered and scattered
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 We are to radically identify with our culture so
the message is understood, but be radically
different so the message offers an alternative.
Reflect on how you personally have gone living
in this tension, and how a “simple” way of life
and Christian community may be strategic for
Australian mission right now.
 In response to one of the talks below, what
one change would God have you make,
starting this week, to pursue “truthful action”
as part of Christ’s community of love?
(1) CPX: “Is the Church Still Relevant?”
(2) “State of the World” Report
(3) “Christian Faith & the Coming Century”
(4) “Mixed Up: in the Shadow of Empire”

Our culture is so familiar, even normal
to us, but it’s foreign to visitors

“If you want to know about the water,
don’t ask a fish.”

“We take off and put on
different identities in different places.
One can have an evangelical worldview,
a secular sex life,
an economic rationalist approach to money,
a conservative vote,
and a liberal approach to humour.”
Our society is headed a different
direction than discipleship to Christ

- Mark Sayers, The Vertical Self
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“Let me tell you why you are here.
You're here to be salt-seasoning that
brings out the God-flavours of this earth.
If you lose your saltiness,
how will people taste godliness?
You've lost your usefulness and will
end up in the garbage.”

Copying the culture, but …

Christ is enough

- Jesus (Matthew 5:13, MSG)

An Alternative God (Col. 1)
An Alternative Story (Col. 2)
An Alternative Lifestyle (Col. 3)
An Alternative Society (Col. 4)

Mixed Up OR Remixed for Mission?

Apostle = Sent
God’s Will, from Prison

Holy = Set Apart for Wholeness
In Christ, Total Immersion
Family, not Acquaintances

Favour and Flourishing, from God

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the
will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ:
Grace and peace to you from God
our Father.
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We always thank God, the Father of our
LORD Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus and of the love you have for all his
people— 5 the faith and love that spring from
the hope stored up for you in heaven and about
which you have already heard in the true word
of the gospel 6 that has come to you.
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In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and
growing throughout the whole world— just as it
has been doing among you since the day you
heard it and truly understood God’s grace.
7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow
servant [slave], who is a faithful minister of
Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of
your love in the Spirit.

Jesus is LORD (κύριος), not Caesar
HOPE  Faith ()+ Love ()
Thanksgiving around
the Lord’s Table

so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the knowledge of
God, 11 being strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, 12 and
giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his
people in the kingdom of light.
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Faith, Hope, and Love
in the Empire
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For this reason, since the day we heard about
you, we have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives …

Shalom, Flourishing, and Fruit
Success, Happiness, and Blessing
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“Blessed are:
the poor in spirit,
those who mourn and are meek,
those who thirst for righteousness,
the merciful and pure in heart,
the peacemakers and persecuted
… You will inherit the earth
… for theirs is the Kingdom.”

For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves,
14 in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.”
13
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Lord God, help us to live out your gospel
in the world.
We pray for those who do not know your
love, that they would be wooed by your
goodness and seduced by your beauty.
Form us into a family that runs deeper
than biology or nationality or ethnicity,
a family that is born again in you.

May we be creators of holy mischief and
agitators of comfort … people who do not
accept the world as it is but insist on its
becoming what you want it to be.
Let us groan as in the pains of childbirth
for your kingdom to come on earth
as it is in heaven.
Help us to be midwives of that kingdom.
Amen.

“Christians have come to be seen no longer as
merely irrelevant but are seen as a threat to the
culture. People are not just bored with us
but angry at us.”
--Moore College Principal Mark Thompson on the world
that the new generation of Australian Christians face
(Eternity 38, July 2013, p. 17) …

Agree/Disagree with Mark Thompson’s
reading of the Australian situation.
Why is there such a stigma attached to
“Church” in our culture? How have we
contributed negatively to this stigma?
What should be done about this, as we seek a
communal/corporate witness that aligns our
beliefs and our practices
in search of “truthful action”?

What might you do in response?
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 Choose a topic from Banks and
Stephens “Complete Book of Everyday
Christianity” pdf (book @ 248.03 BAN)

 Choose a spiritual discipline or
everyday practice to share

#1. What’s going on?
#2. Why is this going on?
#3. Two reflective questions
#4. What ought to be going on? +
How might we respond?
#5. Pray
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Explain/Demo the Practice

#2. Tips for Trying It Out
#3. Group Exercise
#4. Cultivating Fruit of the Spirit
Weekly Praxis  Draw Names

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings
#2. Debrief:
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task
#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on
Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline
#5. Case Study using a Model of
Theological Reflection (pp15-16)
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Where are two prominent places you
“see God” in popular culture. (Be specific.)
If Paul were presenting his Areopagus address (Acts 17) in
Brisbane city, which “poets” might he quote?
Try using these four questions on Coldplay’s Viva la Vida,
Donnie Darko’s Sunday Candy, or another video clip

(1) What can I commend?
(2) What must I challenge?
(3) What barriers must be removed for our culture to
effectively hear the gospel?

(4) What bridges offer a point of contact?

In threes, apply the 4 question rubric to Viva la
Vida, Sunday Candy, or another music video:
commend/challenge/barrier/bridge

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Do you sense God’s presence, influence or voice
anywhere in this clip? Record in a few sentences
what God might be saying.

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Report back to the class your findings.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

How might these kinds of insights
(a) serve in your process of theological reflection?
(b) help you bring the gospel to bear on all of life

1. Check out Journal work &
forums, + start keeping tabs on time
2. Pre-Reading
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare A-Z
theology of everyday life
4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare
spiritual discipline/practice to share
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