Artistic Adventures in Time:
Grappling with the Mystery
Transforming Time through
Theological Reflection
(+ Group Debrief)

Dear God,
These circumstances will change.
This situation shall pass.
Amen.

Higher Time: Living the Rhythms
of the Church Calendar

“Life must be understood backwards …
[but] lived forwards.”
–Søren Kierkegaard

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of
the Lord is.” (Eph 5:15-17)

“Go to the ant, O sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise.
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler,
she prepares her bread in summer
and gathers her food in harvest.” (Prv 6:6-8)
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How is your spending of time going? (clip here)
How is your spending?

’
We’ve seen how many of our everyday activities
fly under the theological radar.
But what about time?
“Teach us to realise the brevity of life, so that
we may grow in wisdom. ” (Psalm 90:12)

 Ever wondered, how does God relate to Time (beyond or in)?
 How do we experience, even feel, an eternal and transcendent God
piercing the flatland of our immanent experience?

“I make known the end from the
beginning, from ancient times, what
is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose
will stand, and I will do all that I
please.’” [YHWH: Isa 46:10]

’

 How have you gone about
evaluating your time-use across this
course? What difference has this
practice made to how you see and
experience time?

 Why might the arts be even more helpful than philosophy
in forming an “everyday theology of time”?

“He has made everything
beautiful in its time. He has also
set eternity in the human heart;
yet no one can fathom what God
has done from beginning to end.”
[Eccl. 3:11]
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What events and time-frames intersect in Dr. Lindsay Farrell’s
2015 painting, Camino II “Eucharist”? Read Dr. Richard Colledge’s
philosophical/theological overview (p8) … summarise how he sees
time, and how you see this played out in Lindsay’s painting (next slide)

What events and time-frames are intersecting in Lindsay Farrell’s
2015 painting, Camino II “Eucharist”

Frame 13: “He is not here! The Risen Christ:
Cluny, the Taizé Icon, the Cloister and the Kingdom of God Present.” …
We pray as pilgrims in the cloister aware that there is space for us at the table.
We share in a meal that tastes of eternity (cf. Mk 16:1-7).

Frame 13: “He is not here! The Risen Christ:
Cluny, the Taizé Icon, the Cloister and the Kingdom of God Present.” …
We pray as pilgrims in the cloister aware that there is space for us at the table.
We share in a meal that tastes of eternity (cf. Mk 16:1-7).

 What is striking about how
Aboriginal artist Miriam-Rose
Ungunmerr Baumann sees and
depicts Jesus’ sacrifice,
in her 1974 series
“Stations of the Cross”?

 How does this reflection
speak to you personally,
informing how you see and
experience time as a gift from
God? What difference might this
make in the everyday?

 Read Miriam-Rose’s
description of this piece (p8f).
How is her Indigenous reading
and understanding of time like
and unlike that of both Richard
Colledge and Lindsay Farrell?
 What aspects of each do
you most, or least,
resonate with?

In groups of 3-4, work through the “five
movement” model of theological
reflection (below) to explain, understand,
and change your use of time.

#1. Divvy up & summarise readings

#2. Debrief:
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

#3. Discuss Journal Qn/Task
#4. Time Self-Evaluation + Share on
Last Week’s Spiritual Discipline
#5. Case Study using a Model of
Theological Reflection (pp12-13)
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How “secular” are we?
Do Christians “live as if
God doesn’t exist?” …
Why, or why not?
How does “secular”
relate to time? And how did
we reduce our focus from
the eternal (transcendent)
to the temporal
(immanent) frame?

What are some of these kairotic
knots for the community of God—
moments of higher time to which
we are all connected? How do we
remember these moments, tying
ourselves into the story?

What daily, weekly, and seasonal rhythms do you have?
How do, or don’t, they connect you in to the great cloud of
witnesses across history and our eternal God? In what sense
are these rhythms a witness to a “secular” world living in
flattened, ordinary (clock) time?

Share a time you felt intimately
connected to God and how He has
acted among His community in
history. Describe what it was in
the “ritual” or activity that helped
you feel connected.

Hi Dave,
Hey just to say thanks heaps for planting a seed of thought and change
about celebrating advent.
We have had some really beautiful times over the past month celebrating
advent. We did a breakfast or dinnertime reading from Jesus Storybook
Bible … reading the OT ones and finishing up with the birth of Jesus. We
have read heaps from this over the years but reading daily for a few weeks
hopefully gave them the big picture outline of the bible.
We also did a candle lighting each week—each taking turns to light one of
five candles—hope, light, joy, love, Jesus [photo next slide]. I had written
some verses on a card that we got to open on our turn. I was not sure how
this would all work out but it resulted in some truly beautiful family time
each week, cute kid moments and sweet prayers. Thanks heaps. Lisa
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Choose a season, and
outline the dates and
events therein. How
does it look back and
forward? What are the
major themes?
How was it celebrated?
And how might you
creatively practice
this season, to
imaginatively inhabit
the story of God?

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

What are some of these kairotic
knots for the community of God—
moments of higher time to which
we are all connected? How do we
remember these moments, tying
ourselves into the story?
Share a time you felt intimately
connected to God and how He has
acted among His community in
history. Describe what it was in
the “ritual” or activity that helped
you feel connected.

1. Check out Journal work &
forums, + start keeping tabs on time
2. Pre-Reading
Question | Challenge | Implication | Application

3. If it’s *your turn*, prepare A-Z
theology of everyday life
4. If it’s *your turn*, prepare
spiritual discipline/practice to share
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